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Introduction

What to do about weapons, and about the crime and violence
that result from them, are perennial issues on the nation's
political agenda., The issues themselves, of course, are highly
politicized and hotly contested, and these characteristics are
also often shared by the research that has been done on them.
Groups and organizations favoring stricter controls over the
ownership and use of weapons have sponsored or conducted themselves
a sizable fraction of the existing research; groups opposed to
such controls have produced another sizable fraction; and even the
ostensibly ''neutral" academic researchers who have ventured into
the area have frequently been compelled to come down on one side
or the other of the issue. The net result is that the existing
publisaed literature on weapons, crime, and viclence in America
is a bewildering morass of contradictory claims and inconsistent
research results.

It is not an exaggeration to state that virtually any positien
one might wish to take in what has been called the '"Great American
Gun War" (Bruce-Biggs, 1976) can be bolstered to some extent by
some piece of research data. Thus, the pro-control advocates have
"their" research findings, and the anti-control advocates have

"theirs." Systematic or detailed consideration by either camp

of the other's evidence is rare. Each simply goes its own way, firm



in its belief that the cause is righteous and the methodology pure,
often oblivious to, or in some cases openly contemptuous of, the
counter—claims and counter-evidence amassed by others.

There is a viewpoint, often advanced by outsiders to social-
scientific research, that reality is infinitely malleable in that people
"£ind" only what they wish to find, or in other words, that research

on social issues is intrinsically ideological in nature and result.

While this thesis is true in the highly restricted sense that people

seldom find things they do not bother to look for, we reject it in
the more general sense: our position is that social realities &are as

palpable and as real as physical realities, and that if there are contra-
dictory claims made about some aspect of those realities, then at least
one (or, of course, both) of the claims must necessarily be false.

Tt follows from this position that the literature on weapons,

crime, and violence, being plagued by contradictory claims, is there-

fore rife with false claims -- many of them, to emphasize, being sup-

ported, to ome or another extent, by research findings. A second

direct I"yilcation is thus that much of the available research has

been poorly done; Research designs have been employed that are inad-
equate to the analytic task; Inappropriate statistical analyses have
been undertaken; Sampling has been haphazard and biased; Measurement

has been shoddy; Conclusions and findings have been inappropriately

over-generalized; And so on. For this reason, there is a self-evident

and pressing need for a critical evaluative review of the literature
in question, a "sifting and winnowing," as it were, through the extant

research literature to discern that which is valid and valuable and

"data base" for the project as a whole.

that which is not. And such, indeed, was the intent of the larger

s research program of which this annotated bibliography is a part.

’ﬁ In 1979, the Social and Demographic Research Institute of the
University of Massachusetts received a grant from the United States
Department of Justice to conduct a compendious, indeed encyclopedic,
review of the existing state of knowledge in the area of weapons,

& crime, and violence. The project was conceived mainly as a "stoclk-

i taking" effort: new research data were not to be collected; rather,
the existing literature in the area comprised the primary data for the

i research. 1In this sense, then, the present volume containg the

We emphasize in advance that the "critical evaluative review"
noted above is not contained in this volume. It is to be found

in a companion volume from the project, entitled Weapons, Crime, and

Violence in America: A Literature Review and Research Agenda.

in considerable depth elsewhere.

several pages in the companion volume.

evaluations, of the studies in question:

In a sense, then, the present volume is the databoock describing

the gross morphological characteristics of data that are analyzed

The presentation in this volume thus consists of brief (seldom
more than one page) descriptions of the methods and findings

‘ of previous research on weapons, crime, and violence. Many of the

studies summarized in one or two paragraphs here are discussed for
Inconsistencies in findings
across studies are seldom noted here, but are discussed at length

(=]
(and, where possible, resolved) in the literature review itself.

Most of the annotations that appear here contain descriptions, not

here, we have tried to state
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what the authors of the study did and what they concluded from it;

' hons
whether the procedures followed were reasonable, or the conclusi

s;und, are matters that are addressed in the other report.

When we undertook this review, our intention was to include

i n hand.
every plece of prior research relevant to the subject matter i

We have, almost certainly, failed to achieve this goal. Ve are
?

reasonably confident that all major studies in the area have been

included here, and a sizable share of the less important literature

s
has also been annotated. But in a field where new research appear

e n
almost daily and where much of the relevant literature exists i
s

fueitive mimeographed documents and out-of-the-way journals, no
(=4

We would, of course,

pretense to complete coverage can be made.

be grateful to anyone who might call our attention to significant

material that has been overlooked.

There are at least two previous annotated bibliographies

ime" is entitled
available in the ''weapons and crime" area. One s

& 4 1
Weapons Use (no date) and is available through the National Crimina
weapohs “oF

Justice Reference Service; the second is entitled, Firearms Use

in Violent Crime (1978), prepared for the Mational Imstitute of

Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice by Marla Wilson Ray, Robert
N. Brenner, and Marjorie Kravitz. There is, necessarily,

a substantial overlap between these volumes and the present one,

but there are also some differences that bear a brief note.
Tirst, the present bibliography contains a significant amount of

material that has appeared since the publication of the other

bibliographies; so the present compilation is proportionally more

- - ~

T oo S

current. Secondly, both these volumes, but especially the second,
contain an important class of relevant material that is not contained
here, namely, material specifically related to legislation and hear-
ings in the gun control area. Chapter Two of the Ray et al. bibliog-
raphy will prove a useful beginning point for scholars with interests
in this aspect of the literature.

It is conventional to arrange the entries in a bibliography such
as this into various topical areas. We have made several attempts to
do so but failed to arrive at a classification system that both would
do justice to the richness of the materials and avoid tedious cross-
referencing or duplicate entries. Instead we have provided topical
guides to the entries while the entries themselves are simply arranged v’
in alphabetical order. A coding system was devised that covered the
major broad topics included, the types of evidence and data used, and
the date of publication. The codes and entries are shown in the topical
guide that follows this introduction. We hope that this method pro-
vides sufficient guidance to the reader.

One final caveat: There is a vast polemical and periodical liter-
ature on issues relevant to weapons, crime, and violence, wery little
of which ié annotated here., Virtually all literary, political, or
news magazines, and most major newspapers, will run occasional pieces
on weapons, crime, or related topics; the various gun magazines are
another dense source of polemical and periodical materials. . In general,
we have not annotated purely polemical pieces, and we have made no
attempt whatever to include material appearing in the non-social science

periodical press. These rules, however, were relaxed in the cases where
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A TOPICAL INDEX TO THE BIBLIOGRAPHY
ic" le |
he piece in question is widely regarded as '"classic {for example,
the piec
. re con-
Biggs, 1976) or where significant empirical materials a
‘Bruce- ’
tes, 1978).
ined within an essentially polemical tract (for example; Ka R

tained w

Listed below are the serial numbers and the evidence base codes for each

of the articles listed by topical code. Note that articles and books

with more than one topic are listed twice, once under each of the topics.
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Explanation of Bibliographic Codes

Each entry in the annotated bibliography has been given a thirteen digit

alphanumeric code. An explanation of the code follows:

1. First Five Digits:

2. Digits Six and Seven:

3. Digits Eight Through
Eleven:

7o

Consists of the first two letters of first
author's name plus a three digit serial number
that rep-esents (in most cases) the position
of the entry in alphabetical order. Thus
"ABO13/" would represent Abel's article that

is 13th in the order of the bibliography.

Represents the last two digits of the year
of publicatiom. Thus "AB013/56/" represents
Abel's article published in 1956. Code "XX"

is used for undated publications.

Represents codes for up to two major topics
ccvered in the entry. Codes for topical
entries are as follows:

01 = General Article or Book on Weapons, Gun
Control, or Related Topics. By "general
is meant coverage of a number of specific
topics with no special emphasis given to
any particular topic distinguished in the
codes given below.

02 = Treatment of Weapons Related Crimes in
the Criminal Justice System. E.g.,
studies of length of sentences given to
weapons offenders.

03

Policy Analysis and Impact Studies.
Studies of the effects of gun control
legislation or regulation of imports,
etc.

IR

4.

04

05

06

07

08

09

10

-9~

Studies of Popular Opinion on Weapons
Related Public Issues. Polls on approval
of gun registration, prohibition of hand-
gun ownership, etec.

Special Groups' Opinions on Weapons
Related Public Issues. E.g., polls of
police chiefs on gun regulation.

Studies of Ownership and Usage of Firearms.

Studies of Psychological Factors in Gun
Ownership and Usage.

Studies of Weapons Related Phenomena.
Studies of suicide, homicide, robberies
and the use of guns in such events.

Regional and Cultural Factors in Weapons
Ownership and Use.

Bibliographies on Weapons Related Topics.

Thus an entry "AB013/56/0405/" refers to Abel's 1956 article on
police chiefs' and public views on gun registration.

Note: If an article does not have a special topic, as e.g.
bibliographies, than both codes are listed as fcllows:
/0000/. TIf an article deals with only one topic than
the second topic is coded "00".

Digits Twelve Through These codes are used to indicate the major

Fifteen:

empirical evidence bases used in the article

or book, as follows:

Digits 12 and 13: First evidence base
Digits 14 and 15: Second evidence base

Note that the absence of any particular
evidence base is noted by "00".

The codes are as follows:

01
02

03

1]

Sample Surveys
Laboratory or Field Experiments

Aggregate Crime Statistics
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04 = Demographic and Vital Statistics

05 = Criminal Justice System Data (other
than crime statisties), e.g., average
length of sentence, plea bargain rates,
etc.

06 = Direct Observation, Informal or Systematic

07 = Other Official Statistics, e.g., number
of gun license.

08 = Other Archival Data

Thus the code "AB013/56/0405/0100/" refers to Abel's 1956 article on
public opinions and police chiefs' opinions omn gun control issues
based on sample surveys.

ATy

01

10.

11,
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

AL001/75/0000
AM002/76/0000
BA004/66/0304
B0017/76/0500
BR020/76/0000
€0030/73/0000
G0074/78/0000
KA099/79/0000
KE100/76/0000

KU111/73/0000

MA124/74/0000
ME127/76/0000
MI130/76/0307
NA134/75/0000
NE135/69/0308
PR147/67/0000
SH163/73/0000
SP170/75/0000
US176/XX/0300

Us177/XX/0307

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Us181/78/0000
YE195/76/0000
Z1199/72/0000
Z1201/75/0500

21204/81/0000

-11-

General Article of Book on Weapons, Gun Control, or Related Topics




02

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

-12-

Treatment of Weapons Related Crimes in the Criminal Justice System

AS003/68/0304
BE009/77/0500
BE010/77/0500
BE011/80/0500
BL012/70/0600
C0041/79/0500
DA045/74/0000
HE080/78/0100
HE082/75/0500

J0092/79/0100

LA112/78/0300
MI128/76/0305
NA134/75/0000
PR147/67/0000
SE160/76/0700
SI164/78/0205
US176/XX/0300
US177/XX/0307

VE183/77/0506

T

03

10.

11.

12.

13.

15.

ls.

17.

18.

19,

20.

Policy Analysis and Impact Studies

BA004/66/0304
BE005/77/0103
BE006/68/0304
BR018/77/0305
€0031/78/0000
€0035/79/0504
€C0039/80/0800
C0040/80/0800
C040a/81/0800

DE048/79/0304

DE050/79/0300
DE051/77/0300
HA049/79/0300
HA052/79/0300
D0054/74/0000
DR055/77/0300
ET060/73/0300
FI064/76/0307
GE070/69/0305

GE072/78/0300

21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40,

GRO75/72/0300
HAO077/78 /0108
HE083/69/0200
HO089/70/0001
J0093/81/0300
J0094/80/0000
J0095/80/0507
KA096/81/0000
KA098/78/0000

KA099/79/0000

KE101/80/0000

KI102/73/0307

KL103/79/0000 .

KL104/79/0307
KR107/67,35300
KR108/68/0300
KR11G/70/0300
LE114/81/0000
L0119/81/0300

LU120/69/0200

-13-
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41.

42.

43.
44.
45.
456.
47.
48,
49.

50.

51.

52.
53.
54,
55.
56.
57.
58.

60.

MA121/77/0300
MA122/XX/0307
MI128/76/0305
M0131/81/0307
MU133/75/0300
PH141/73/0300
PH142/76/0300
PI143/79/0300
PI144/81/0300

RO152/79/0306

SE162/72/0300
YE194/76/0300
YEL195/76/0000
Z1197/68/0300
21198/68/0300
zI1199/72/0000
21201/75/0500
21202/76/0500

Z1204/81/0000

Policy Analysis and Impact Studies (continued)

14—

Y| 5 Wl
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U

04

10.

11.
12.
13.

14.

Studies of Popular Opinion on Weapons Related Public Issues

B0016/80/0100
BU021/77/0106
CA027/78/0100
DM047/78/0100
ER059/72/0100
FE062/70/0100
FL065/75/0100
GI073/71/0501
HA077/78/0108

SC158/81/0100

§C159/77/0100
SM169/80/0100
§ST172/80/0100

WR192/81/0100

-15-
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1.

Special Group's Opinions on Weapons Related Public Issues

BR0O19/76/0401

-16-

06

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
l6.
17.
18.
19.
20.

BL013/74/0304
B0015/79/0708
B0016/80/0100
BRO18/77/0305
BU021/77/0106
CA023/79/0100
CL029/XX/0708
C0032/76/0103
€C0033/78/0304

C0034/79/0307

€0036/80/0103
€0037/81/0103
C0038/81/0103
€C0039/80/0800
C0040/80/0800
C040a/81/0800
DA045/74/0000
DAO046/79/0000
DE048/79/0304

DEQ492/79/0100

R R N

Studies of Ownership und Usage of Firearms

21.
22,
23.
24,
25.
26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.

D0053/76/0100
EL056/77/0600
ER059/72/0100
FY067/80/0305
FY068/76/0305
HA078/77/0100
HE080/78/0100
K0106/68/07¢C0
KR109/68/0300

LI116/80/0100

MA125/76/0103
MC126/74/0307
MI130/76/0307
M0131/81/0307
N0136/78/0100
RE151/71/0103
SC157/62/0103
US179/76/0105
US180/76/0600

US182/XX/0600

=-17-




06

41.

42,
43.
4é.
45,
46.

¥

WI185/75/0100
WIl86/76/0100
WI1188/78/0600
WR192/81/0100
WR193/75/0100

21202/76/0500

-18-
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07

10,

11,

12,

13,

14,

15,

l6.

17.

Studies of Psychological Factors in Gun Ownership and Usage

BE007/68/0200
BE008/67/0200
BU022/72/0200
CA023/79/0100
CL029/xx/0708
DE049/79/0100
ELO057/71/0200
FI063/69/0200
FO066/75/0200

LE115/75/0200

LI117/XX/0100

N0136/78/0100
PA138/77/0200
PA139/71/0200
TU175/74/0200
WI185/75/0100

WI186/76/0100

-19-~
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

7/

Studies of Weapons Related Phenomena

.BLO13/74/0304
BLO14/77/0300
BR0O19/76/0401
BU022/72/0200
CA024/74/0300
CA025/78/0300
CA026/79/0300
€c0031/78/0000
€c0032/76/0103

€0033/78/0304

. C0034/79/0307
€C0036/80/0103
€0037/81/0103
€0038/81/0103
C0041/79/0500
CU042/74/0305
DA043/70/0300
DA044/72/0300
DA046/79/0000

DRO55/77/0300

21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29,

30.

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.

EL056/77/0600
EL058/76/0100
FA061/61/0407
FI064/76/0307
FY067/80/0305
FY068/76/0305
GE071/74/0100
GI073/71/0501
G0074/78/0000

HA079/76/0300

HE081/76/0700
HI084/76/0100
HI085/77/0305
HI086/79/0301
HI087/78/0100
HI088/73/0300
IN090/78/0301
IN091/77/0500
KA097/79/0300

KI102/73/0307

-20~
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41.
42,
43.
44
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

50.

51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

58.

60.

Studies of Weapons Related Phenomena (continued)

KL105/77/0304
K0106/68/0700
KR109/68/0300
LA113/79/0300
MA123/76/0100
MA125/76/0103
MC126/74/0307
MI129/77/0106
MU132/76/0304

NE135/69/0308

PA140/73/0300
PI1145/64/0300
PO146/77/0300
PR147/67/0100
PR148/67/0100
PR149/67/0100
RU153/79/0103
RU154/77/0300
RU155/75/0300

SC156/76/0600

61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.

70.

71.

72,

73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.

80.

81.

SE161/77/0300
SI164/78/0305
SK165/74/0301
SK166/76/0100
SK167/76/0103
SK168/77/0100
SP170/75/0000
SP171/76/0300
SW173/78/0200

TI174/79/0601

US178/XX/0100
VE183/77/0506
VI184/74/0506
WI187/78/0503
WI188/78/0600
W0189/58/G305
W0190/67/0306
W0191/67/0300
YE196/73/0307

Z1200/72/0503

21203/77/0300

-21~
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10.

11.

12.

-22-~

Regional and Cultural Factors in Weapons Ownership and Use

B0065/79/07G8
D0053/76/0100
EL058/76/0100
GA069/71/0304
HA076/69/0304
HA079/76/0300
HO0089/70/0001
1L0118/74/0300
0C137/78/0100

RE151/71/0103

W0190/67/0306

W0191/67/0300

10

Bibliographies on Weapons'Related Topics

CHO028/77/0000
PR147/67/0100

RA150/78/0000

-23-~



AL001/75/0100/0000

Alviani, Joseph D. and WilliamR. Drake
1975 Handgun Control...Issues and Alternatives. Washington, D.C.:

United States Conference of Mayors. 63p.

This report was part of a continuing series of reports dealing
with the issue of gun controls. This report is divided into four parts,
entitled: Myths and Realities; Existing Controls— Federal, State and
Local; Methods of Control; and a Summary and Conclusion. The report
critiqued, using available data, the following 8 "myths": Guns don't kill
people-people kill people'; "I need a handgun for self-protection; "the
Second Amendment guarantee§ my right to keep and bear arms"; "Handguns
serve a valid sporting purpose"; "'The Saturday night special accounts
for most of the crime with handguns"; "The public will never support
handgun control”; "The gun lobby is omnipotent".

The next section provides a brief description of various gun
control legislation starting with the National Firearms Act of 1934.
This is followed by a report cn the methods of control which includes
a description of the major licensing and registration proposals as
well a short synopsis of gun control recommendations of selected

national commissions.

et et i

AM002/76/0100/0000

American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research

1976 igg Control. Washington, DC, American Enterprise Institute,

This report analyzed gun control legislaiion pending before
Congress in 1976, in particular, the Bayh and H.R. 1195 bills. The
basic issues related to gun control were presented as were the -
arguments for and against gun control and federal gun control
legislation. Constitutional issues involved in gun control were
reviewed and attention was paid to the Supreme Court decisions
involving the second amendment and the right to bear arms. The
relationship between gun control and crime control and the effect-
iveness of gun control laws was also discussed. A brief history
of Federal gun control legislation starting with the War Revenue

Act of 1919 to the present was also presented.



AS003/68/0200/0304

Askrant, Albert P. and Paul V. Joliet
1968 Accidents and Homicide. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press.

This book discussed the annual injuries and deaths incurred
from accidents and suicide in the U.S., using statistics from the
early 60s and drawing upon other studies. Detail on the variation
by demographic group, region of the country, means of injury or
death were presented. Historical trends were highlighted.

The book provided a good, if now dated, overview of the features
of accidental and criminal death and injury from the use of

firearms.

BA0O04/66/0103/0304

Bakal, Carl
1966 The Right to Bear Arms. New York: McGraw-Hill.

A broad number of topics related to firearm use in the United
States are examined. Gun control in other countries is reviewed in
order to show the inadequacy of firearm regulation efforts in the U.S.
A review of ineffectual policies and regulations enacted by various
states and a discussion of the federal govermment's failure to enact
legislation controlling firearmsare presented. Murder rates in major
American cities are examined in addition to the rates of gun use by
type of crime. A separate section analyzed the relationship between
the victim and offender in crimes involving guns. The arguments
for and against gun control are examined. Particular attention is
paid to the position of the opponents of gun control. The author

critically evaluates the arguments of anti-control groups, especially

 the position and role of the National Rifle Association in the gun

control debates. The American fascination with guns is also analyzed,
including a brief analysis of how the gun has become an important
ingredient of American Culture. Finally, tables of statistics of gun
related deaths are provided and summaries of state and federal laws

are also included.



BE005/77/0300/0103

Beha, James A.
1977 "'And Nobody Can Get You Out': The Impact of a Mandatory
Prison Sentence for the Illegal Carrying of a Firearm on the
Use of Firearms and on the Administration of Criminal Justice
in Boston," Parts I and II. Boston University Law Review

57:1(January):96-146; and 57:2(March):289-333,

The Bartley-Fox Amendment, which took effect in Massachusetts in
1975, provides for a mandatory sentence of one year for those convicted
of carrying a firearm without a permit. The purpose of this study was
to evaluate the impact of the law in Boston. Data were mainly gathered
from the Boston Police Department, court records and other official sources.
The sample for analysis consisted of 1082 cases -- all violent crimes
that allegedly involved a firearm in about a one year period in Boston.

It was found that the law does not add to the probability that those
accused of homicide or armed robbery will be imprisoned, since most homicide
and armed robbery defendents already get prison terms. However, there
was an effect for the crime of aggravated assault. Because the scope
of the firearm statute is limited, more than a third of the prosecutions
for illegally carryingAa firearm fail to produce a conviction. However,
where a case fit within the bounds of the statute, lower court judges
did appear to be applying the mandated penalty. The introduction of
Bartley-Fox dramatically increased the issuance of F.I.D. cards and licenses
to carry. Bartley-Fox is apparently successful in gaining compliance
with the firearm permit element, but its impact on violent crime is mixed.

The data showed a reduction in the use of firearms in assaults, but not

in robbery.

BE006/68/0300/0304

Benenson, Mark K.

1968 "Controlled Look at Gun Control."
; . New York .
1l4:4 (Winter), 718-749. ork Law Forum:

The author examined a number of studies and concluded that gun
controls had not reduced homicide rates. The author reviewed the
classic Wolfgang study (1958), data from the Californta Department
of Justice and the Krug  study (1967), among other, which all showed
that eliminating guns would not significantly decrease the criminal
homicide rate. He argued that there is no correlation between
reductions in homicide rates and firearm licensing. It was further
argued that if guns were not available, other methods would be used
in homicides and that there were many states with high percentage
of guns where the crime rates are low. The author states that the
potential costs of implementing and enforcing gun control programs
are prohibitively expensive given the results that could be achieved.

He did however, favor federal legislation which would eliminate

problems for persons having to carry firearms across state lines.
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Berkowitz, Leonard
1968 "Impulses, Aggression and the Gun." Psychology Today 2:4,
(September) pl9-24.

The purpose of this article was to address the question , ''what
effect do available weapons and vicarious experiences with violence
have on a person who is 'ready' to commit an aggressive act?"

One hundred University of Wisconsin students participated in two
experiments designed to measurs observed behavior in different sets of
circumstances. First, students were intentionally, but secretly,
angered by the experimentor. Guns had been left in the presence of
some of the angered students and it was these students who exhibited
the most aggression as measured by the number of electric shocks
they gave their counterparts in the experiment. This is what Berkowitz
called the "weapons effect', where hostile acts stem from unconscious
motivations stimulated by the operation of aggressive cues which in
this case was a gun.

The second experiment, which used filmed violence, indicated that
students viewing a violent film and who thought the violence was just-
ified responded more aggressively than other groups in the experiment.
The author claimed that witnessed violence can serve as a stimulus for
the viewer especially if the viewer encounters someone whom he associated
with the deserving victim in the film he had just seen.

The author concluded that these experiments indicated that even
the casual sight of a gun can sometimes stimulate aggressive behavior
and that contrary to the catharsis theory prediction, the sigbt of
violence can increase the chance that a viewer will express aggression

himself.

BE008/67/0700/0200

Berkowitz, Leonard and Anthony LePage
1967 "Weapons as Aggression-Eliciting Stimuli." Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology 7 (October):202-207.

This study attempted to test the hypothesis that weapons serve as
aggression-eliciting stimuli, causing an angered individual to display
stronger violence than would be shown in the absence of weapons. One
hundred male undergraduates enrolled in introductory psychology courses
were used as the research sample. By doing a publicity task, a student's
performance was evaluated by his partner (confederate) in the form of
electric shocks, with one shock signifying a very gcod rating or seven
shocks signifying a very bad rating, and then the student‘was given
an opportunity to shock his partner. In some cases a 12-gauge shotgun
and a .38-caliber revolver were on the table near the shock key. These
weapons were told to belong, or not to belong, to the available target
person. In other instances there was nothing on the table near the shock
key, while for a control group two badminton racquets were on the table
near the key. The experiment was carried out in a 2 x 3 factorial design,
with the 7th group serving as a control. Tt was found that the greatest
number of shocks were given by the strongly aroused subjects (who had
received seven shocks) when they were in the presence of the weapons.

The authors concluded that the presence of the wéapon ﬁight have elicited
an intense aggressive reaction from the person with the gun, assuming

his inhibition against regression was relatively weak.
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Bernstein, Ilene N., W. Kelley, and P. Doyle
1977a  "Societal reaction to deviants: the case of criminal

defendants." American Sociological Review 47: 743-755.

Data from about 1200 male defendants arraigned in a New York

City court on felony charges during December, 1974 through March,

1975 were analyzed. The study was concerned with testing the

potency of the labeling-interactionist perspective, in addition
to the organizational constraints of the court in adjudication
decisions. Three successive court decision stages were examined,

each identified as a dummy dependent variable in a multiple regression
equation: Yl’ wliether a case was dismissed or not; Y2, whether or not
the defendant was adjudicated guilty, but not convicted and therefore
not sentenced (termed "adjournment in contemplation of dismissal"'--
ACD--a special category of comviction in this New York City court);

3 for those not dismissed or ACD'd, the sentence severity for

defendants convicted.

and Y

For the first decision outcome, dismissal, defendants' social
attributes (color and education) had no significant effects, but

there were effects due to the judge presiding and the type of

crime charged. The authors interpreted the results of this decision

point as reflecting the strength of the evidence against the
defendant, with only modest support for the factors that the labeling-

interactionist perspective identifies. Of note here, however, was that

those defendants who were pre-~trial detained were more likely to have

their cases dismissed.

For the second decision point, ACD or not, there again seemed

to be no significant effects for the: soci 1 attributes cf defendants;

- T rs

at this decision point, organizational imperatives and prior
criminal record appeared to have the largest influence.

For the sentencing decision, white defendants and those who
had been employed for longer Periods of time were more severely
Sentenced. .As was found in the ACD decision, the defendants"
prior record and pre-trial release status were important factors
in predicting sentence severity; in this instance, those who were
pre-trial detained were more likely to receive a more harsh
Sentence.

Bernstein et al concluded that the emphasis on social
attributes of defendants should be reshifted to consider the
following factors in court decisions: organizational imperatives
of the court, expectations and values of those making decisions

’
and the effect of a disadvantaged status acquired in prior deviance

processing stages.
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Bernstein, Ilene N., Edward Kick, Jan T. Leung, and Barbara Schulz
1977b  '"Charge reduction: an intermediary stage in the
process of labelling criminal defendants." Social Forces

56: 2 (December): 362-384.

Data from about 1400 male and female defendants arraigned
and convicted in a New York City court on charges of burglary,
larceny, assault, and robbery during December, 1974 through March,
1975 were analyzed. This study was concerned with the factors
that contributed to the plea bargaining process. More specifically,
using the amount of charge reduction as the dependent variable,
the analysis focused on whether the favorability of charge reduc-
tion was related to other factors than the alleged crime.
Multivariate analyses were carried out for two decision points:
Yl’ case disposed or not at the first court appearance and
Yz, severity of convicted charge at a subsequent court appearance,
in order to determine whether ascribed characteristies of
defendants (age, sex, and color) contributed to charge reduction
outcomes, and whether organizational imperatives of the courts
(e.g., to clear the dockets) contributed to charge reduction
outcomes.

For defendants whose case was disposed of at their first
court appearance, sex and color had no significant effects on the
amount of charge reduction, but age did: older defendants had
more favorable outcomes. For defendants whose case was disposed
of at a later court appearance, whites appeared to have more

favorable charge reductions than blacks.

Turning to their analysis of the severity of the most

s :
evere charge for which the defendant was convicted, controlling

for :
or the severity of the first Presentation charge, they found

that older defendants were more likely to be convicted on a less

Severe charge; however, blacks and females were more likely t
o

be convicted on 4 more severe charge.

8]
ne problem with the study is the construction of the

dependent "
P variable "amount of charge reduction." The metric

used assumed an equal distance between charge severity categories
(from the New York State Penal Code), an assumption that is
Problematic given the strong qualitative differences in

moving from a felony charge to a misdemeanor charge, in comparison
to moving from a more severe misdemeanor charge to a less Severe

cne,
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Bernstein, Ilene N., John Cardascia, and Catherine E. Ross
1980 "Sex differences in the processing of criminal
defendants." In D. Kelly Weisberg (ed),
Women and the Law: the Social-Historical
Perspective. Cambridge: Schenkman.

Data from about 3000 male and female defendants arraigned
and convicted in a New York City court on 1l types of felony and
misdemeanor charges during December, 1974 through March, 1975
were analyzed. The focus of the study was to determine whether a
similar set of factors predicted adjudication decisions for men
and women for three court decisions points: Yln whether the case

was dismissed or fully prosecuted; Y for defendants not dismissed,

9°
the severity of the sentence imposed; and Y3, whether the

defendant spent any time imprisoned, either before conviction
(pre-trial detained) or after conviction (sentence involved a
prison term).

For the first decision point, sex did not have any
statistically significant relationship to the probability of having
the case dismissed. For the second and third decision points,
the effect of sex did appear to influence the severity of the
sentence (males were 12% more likely to receive a "harsh'" sentence)
and whether any time was spent imprisoned (males were 32% more
likely to spend any time imprisoned).

In a comparison of the factors which predicted each of the

decision outcomes for males and females, there were no differences

in the dismissal decision, but there were some differences for the

two subsequent court decision points. TFor sentence severity,
sex Interaction effects were identified as follows: for men,
Sentence severilty appeared to be more affected by prior

crimiral record; for women, there was a stronger positive

effect of having no prior coavictions and a stronger negative
effect of having other cases pending. For "any time imprisoned,"
more differences were found between men and women; in particular,
(1) the severity of the offense had a strong effect for

males, but had no effect for females and (2) the effert of the
type of crime (whether it was a property or personal crime) was
important for females, but not for males. Females charged with
personal crimes were more likely than males to spend any time
imprisoned. In addition, the effects of marital status and
primary parental responsibilities had effects on "any time
imprisoned," with married men and women and those with primary

parental responsibilities less likely to be imprisoned.
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Black, Donald
1970 "Production of crime rates.'

Review 35: &4, 733-748.

' American Sociological

Black examined the factors underlying the production of the

official "crime rate." Rather than viewing "crime rates" as

(1) imperfect measures of the “actual rate'" of crime or (2) an
index of the activity of social control agents, Black outlined

an alternative formulation. WHe suggested that official rates of

crime are "social facts——an empirical phenomenon with its own

existential integrity." Thus, he theorized that crime rates

are "socially recognized deviant behavior."
Systematic observational studies of police work in Chicago,
Boston, and Washington, D.C., police precincts were conducted during

the summer of 1966 to explore his thesis. Observers accompanied

patrolmen on work shifts, and a total of over 5,700 incidents were

observed and recorded. About 10% of these incidents were analyzed

in this paper.
Black concluded that the factors which led to higher probabilities

of official reporting of crime by the police were: (1) greater

legal seriousness of the complaint; (2) the complainant's
cbservable preference for police action; (3) a greater relational

distance between the complainant and the suspect; and (4) greater

complainant deference toward the police. "Class" differences were

found with "white collar" complainants more apt to have their

incidents recorded than "blue collar" complainants. However, there

appeared to be no racial discrimination in crime reporting by the police.
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Block, Richard

1974 icd i i
Homicide ip Chicago: A Ten-year Study (1965-1974)
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that gun control legislation up to 1974 had not aided in preventing i

. 1 | Block, Richard :
an increase in homicides by guns and that more effective controls were ! . 1977 Violent Crime. Lexington, MA: Lexington Books.

required. This study also reported some comparative data on whites,

Using records of the Chicago Police Department for crimes
blacks and latinos.

of homicide, aggravated assault, and robbery over a ten-year period
; : (1965~1974), Block analyzed the features of violent crime incidents
which result in death or injury. The charactr istics of violent
crime were modeled by Block to include demographic factors (age,
color, and sex of victim and offender),'setting and envirorment

of the crime, the actual crime event (including interaction of
victim and offender), and the outcome of the crime (injury,

death, success).

His analysis of the features of homicide, robbery, and

aggravated assault showed that robbery @nd assault were two
basically different forms of crime with the potential for death;

and that homicide was a subset of all violent crime which was

differentiated only by the .characteristics affecting either
fatality (use of a firearm) or police notification. Further
analyses explored the ten-year trends in violent crime in Chicago,
the enviromment of criminal viclence, and the situational aspects
of violent crime (victim-offender action and reaction).

In discussing the poliecy implications of his research, Block
concluded that certain methods could be used to reduce some types
- of instrumental criminal violence (e.g., by "restructuring" poor

communities and by reducing the availability of guns and increasing
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Block argued that 1little could be done in the way of impro

form of violent crime.
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Bordua, David J. and Alan J. Lizotte

1979 "Patterns of Legal Firearms Ownership: A Cultural and
Situational Analysis of Illinois Counties.'" Law and Policy
Quarterly 1:2(April):147-175.

The purpese of this study was to develop a model which defines
situational and cultural climates for legal firearms ownership. The

analysis was based on aggregate county-level data collected for each

of 102 counties in the State of Illinois. Firearms ownership was measured

by the number of persons in each county holding Firearms Owners Identifi-

cation Cards (FOIC). Sporting culture was measured by sSubscription to

sporting-criented magazines (Sports Afield, Field and Stream, and Out-

door Life).

A path analytic model was constructed to predict legal gun ownership
for men, women and minors. &Exogenous variables in the equations included:
median income, percent of people below low income, percent net migration,

percent population 18-34 year-old black, percent population who are veterans,

percent urban, etc. Endogenous variables (with respect to FOIC variables)

were total number of hunting permits, sporting magazine subscription
rate, and violent crime rate. R2 of the model was .49 for men's FOIC;

.70 for women's FOIC; and .16 for minors' FOIC.

It was found that sporting culture variables are the only determinants

of male FOIC ownership with violent crime having no effect. In turn,

the percentage of veterans in a county is a strong indicator of sporting

culture. Furthermore, minors' gun ownership is strongly influenced by

men's ownership. Gun ownership among women, on the other hand, was

correlated with high rates of violent crime. The results thus suggest

that most gun ownership responds to a sporting culture, not to a culture




of violence. The authors suggest

on women's gun owne

that furthex research should focus

rship as it relates to self-defense.
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Bordua, David J.

1980 "Gun Control and Opinion Measurement: Adversary Polling
and the construction of Social Meaning." Paper presented
at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Asso-
ciation, August, 1980, New York, NY.

The author looked at the social meaning of control as constructed
through the polling practices of both pro and anti gun control groups.
The author focused on 4 phases of opinion measurement of gun control.
Phase one was dominated by pro-~control forces who with an article by
Hazel Erskine (1972) argued from the context of opinion polling that
people wanted gun control. Phase two was characterized by the appear-
ance of the National Rifle Association sponsored DMI Poll whose findings
became a sophisticated counter to previous public opinion polls on
gun control. Phase three centered on the 1976 Massachusetts referendum
on whether to prohibit ownership of handguns. The "benchmark product”
was Holmberg and Clancey's post-mortem analysis of why the referendum
failed. Phase four dealt with the appearance of two major studies,

a pro-~gun control study by Caddell and an anti-gun control study by
NRA and DMI.

The paper focused on hase two and three, arguing that the Mass-~
achusetts referendum provided a "test" of the competing interpretations
and meanings of firearms and gun control to the public. Though no
statistical analysis was presented, findings from the 1975 DMI study,
the 1977 Caddell-Massachusetts study and the 1977 Illinois study
(Bordua et al) were used throughout the paper.

The author assessed the findings of the DMI study using his




own 1977 Illinois study as a check. Counter to the pro-control argument,

NRA concluded from the DMI data that only 13,.5% of the public mentioned
crime as an important national problem and only 18% saw it as an impor~
tant problem in their county. In addition, only 10% thought steps
like gun control should be taken to reduce crime. TIn other words, gun

control and crime control were not seen as synonomous to the general

public,

The author assessed the questions and responses used to tap:
1) salience of gun control, 2)effectiveness in crime control of firearm-.
regulation, 3) compliance with gun control laws, 4)protection as a
motivation for gun ownership and , 5) civil liberties or the right

to bear arms as a form of anti-gun control beliefs and 6) attitudes

towards specific gun control measures. Overall the DMI study found

no real support for gun control or bans among the general population,
The author concluded that the public doesn't care about gun control,

nor would it be effective in reducing crimes and that ownership of guns

is an appropriate means of protection,

is a civil liberties issue. The author's owndata, though at times

slightly at variance with the DMI findings, showed that the pro- gun

control lobby turned out to be more in tune with the general public

opinion than did the anti~gun lobby's findings.
the author claimed, was the 1976 Massachusetts referendum calling for a

ban on private ownership of handguns. Of the 77% of all eligible voters

who voted on the handgun proposition, 69% opposed the ban. The author

concluded that the pro control lobby misread the attitudes of the public

towards gun controls.

He also concluded that gun control

A test of this assertiom,
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Boston Police, Planning and Research Division
1976 Han@ggn Co?tol: A Survey of the Leading Law Enforcement
Officials in the Country. Boston, MA. 61p.

The purpose of this study was to survey leading law enforcement
administrators regarding their attitudes on handgun controls. Working
on the assumption that meaningful handgun control legislation requires
the establishment of evidence that there is a handgun problem and
that the general public supports such controls, this survey attempted
to measure the attitudes of experts in the field (law enforcement
professionals) as a necessary final step in the enactment of any
handgun control legislation.

Questionnaires were mailed to 200 iaw enforcement agencies at
State, county and municipal levels of government resulting in 122
responses (61% response rate). The findings were based on responses
of 54 municipal police chiefs, 39 state police and department of public
safety directors and 29 county sheriffs. No information was provided
on how the various strata were sampled nor on response rates for each
of the strata. The sample size was too small for any detailed analysis.
The questionnaire consisted of eight items "designed to cover the basic
issues of the gun control problem" and the results were presented in
simple percentage and tabular form.

The general findings indicated that the overwhelming majority of
the respondents did not favor the banning of private handgun use though
officials in large urban areas were somewhat more inclined to seek

restrictions. Officials, regardless of location and characteristics



of theilr jurisdictionez (e.g. population density or violent crime ratio)
strongly opposed the placing of restrictions on long gun ownership and
rejected the restriction of handguns for home and business use.
There was some variation of results with officials from high-crime
areas and correspondingly from areas with large police departments
voicing opposition to the carrying of handguns.

General agreement was reported on the need to ban "Saturday Night
Specials", mandatory sentencing for illezal use and possession of

firearms and on registering and identification of handguns.

BRO18/77/0306/0305

Brill, Steven
1977 Firearm Abuse: A Research and Policy Report.
Washington, DC: ©Police Foundation.

Brill's.study centered on the following: (1) the types of
firearms used in specific types of violent crimes; (2) firearms
commerce, including interstate traffic, firearm theft, and age
of crime-related firearms; (3) an assessment of federal and
local police efforts in responding to and enforcing current
firearms regulations; and (4) an identification of the data
collection gaps on firearms production and confiscation.

Ten cities were studied by Brill: Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston,
Chicago, Detroit, Houston, New York, Philadelphia, San Franeisco,
and Washington, DC. These cities were compared with respect to
their 1974 UCR rates of murder, robbery, and assault and the
types of weapons used in these incidents and (2) their 1974 or 1975
police department ballistic reports and reports on confiscated
firearms. Brill used the UCR data to rank order cities by their
firearms abuse rate (rate/100,000 of murder, robbery, and assault
committed with firearms), by a choice-availability measure (propor-
tion of murders, robberies, and assaults committed with firearms),
and their overall ranking by the UCR 7 index of fenses. Firearms
confiscated in the 10 study cities were analyzed with respect to
(1) rates of confiscation, (2) "police effort measure" (firearms
confiscation rate divided by firearms abuse rate), (3) types of
firearms confiscated, (4) location of confiscations, and (5) leading

manufacturers of firearms confiscated.



In an effort to resolve the findings of ATF's Project Identification

study on confiscated handguns in 16 cities with his results, Brill §

uncovered a number of problems with the ATF study which he argued

led to some misleading conclusions. Specifically, Brill found that

(1) perhaps 20-25% of handguns confiscated may not have been associated
with any criminal violation, (2) some unspecified amount of pre-screening
by police departments and the ATF trace center excluded an unknown

number of "old guns'" from the study, and (3) confiscated handguns

are continually referred to as "street crime" guns in the 4¥F study,
when Brill's research revealed that roughly 20-307% of handguns con-
fiscated were literally related to "street" imcidents.

Features of handguns confiscated in Brill's study cities are,
however, similar to the profile of those in ATF's study: about 40-45%
had calibers of .32 or greater, about half were 'cheap" (i.e.,
worth less than $50-60), and about half had a street age of % years
or less.

Brill pointed to two important areas for future research:

(1) the extent to which the firearms market i. highly integrated
on a nationwide basis with particular manufacturers éonsistently
represented in confiscated handgun samples and (2) the degree to
which stolen firearms constitute an important source of handguns
eventually associated with criminal use.

A comparison of the 10 cities police departments' policies with
respect to the handling, storage, and disposal of confiscated firearms
was made that revealed large variation among large police departments
in their firearms handling practices. Brill concluded with an
analysis of the regulatory potential which ATF presently has, but

does not implement or cannot enforce in controlling firearms cummerce.
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Browning, Charles H.
1976 "Handguns agd Homicide: A Public Health Problem." Jéurnal
of the American Medical Association 236 (November):2198-2200.

Homicide by handgun is viewed as a public health problem and as an
area for the practice of preventive medicine. By comparing all homicides,
handgun homicides and deaths from four types of cancer, it was shown
that all homicides and handgun homicides ranked fourth and sixth in these
causes of death in 1974. However, in terms of person-years lost under
65 years of age for these causes of death, all homicides and handgun
homicides were first and third, respectively. Furthermore, handgun homi-
cides almost equal deaths from cancer of the respiratory system in this
comparison, especially among the younger age groups. In comparison with
other countries, the handgun homicide rate alone in the United States
is 3.5 to 10 times greater than the total homicide rate of many other
countries. Because of the public health importance of the handgun problem,
this study attempted to assess the attitudes and level of interest of
physicians toward gun controls. 1,735 questionnaires were sent to physi-
cians in a metropolitan area, 1,039 were returned. The results indicate
that (1) most stringent controls were favored by 79.1%; (2) licensing
was favored by 72.9%; (3) licensing with minimum barrel-length limitation
of 4 inches was favored by 61.3%; and (4) registration was favored by
80.3%. However, licensiug on the basis of need was opposed by 49.5%,
but favored by 45.8%. Also, a ban on handgun ownership was opposed by
51.1%, but favored by 447. Finally, the idea that local or national

medical associations should have the opportunity to express their opinions

regarding public policy formation on handgun controls was favored 67.5%

for local associations, and 58.3% for national associations.
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-Bi B. .
Bruci9§zggs’"The great American gun war." The Public Interest
45: 37-62.
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Burr, D.E.S.

1977 "Handgun Regulation.'" Orlando, Florida: Florida Bureau
of Criminal Justice Planning and Assistance, 51 pp.

The purpose of this study was to develop a factual base for use
in making recommendations for the reduction of handgun violence in the
state of Florida. Data was obtained from two samples. The first was
a stratified smaple of the general population in Florida which resulted
in 808 completed interviews. No information on the overall response
was given. Second, a sample of offenders was selected from the Depart-
ment of Offender Rehabilitation's files. Five categories of offenses
were established: handgun murder; murder, no firearm involved; handgun
assault; assult, no firearm involved; and breaking and entering. At
least 50 cases from each category were selected resulting in 277 felony
offenders. Interviews with the offenders were conducted in 5 Florida
state prisons.

The questionnaire administered to the general population addressed
four areas of concera. First, the study measured the prevalence of public
support for various gun control strategies.. Second, estimates of the
incidence and pattern of handgun ownership in the state were made. Third,
the study ascertained how handguns were acquired and disposed of in the
state. - Finally, the study queried whether handgun transfers and use
were in conformance with state statutes that existed at the time.

The interviews conducted with the felony offenders sought answers
to five areas of concern.  First, the study wanted to know what type
of person is typically involved in a handgun felony. Second, how do

handgun felons typically acquire the weapon they used during the offense?



<

Third, do patterns of acquisition and transfer cf handguns among the
offenders differ significantly from those patterns observed among non-
offenders? Fourth, the study wanted to determine which characteristics
distinguished handgun offenders from the non-offenders. Fifth, the study
wanted to assess the effectiveness of the '"three years to life" mandatory
sentence law for use of a firearm during the commission of specific felony
offenses.

Among other things, the study concluded that there was little sup-
port for the extreme handgun strategies of either complete prohibition
or no restrictions. There was support for handgun registration (77%),
a '"cooling-off" period prior to purchasing a handgun (78%), and a require-
ment of financial responsibility as a condition for handgun ownership
(70%).

Approximately 76% of all felony handguns and 51% of all privately
owned handguns were acquired by their owners in a manner that circumvented
Federal and State laws relating to handgun ownership and transfers. Finally,

a set of recommendations based on the study's findings were included

in the report.
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Buss, Arnold, Ann Booker, and Edith Buss

1972 "Firing a We
] apon and Aggressiopn."
and Social Psychology 22(JUIy):296-§8;rnal of Personality

the data.
No evidence was found that the Presence or firing of
guns

enhances subsequent aggression.
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Caetano, Donald F.
1979 "The domestic arms race.'"  Journal of Communication 29:2

(Spring): P 39-46.

The author wanted to investigate the effects of parental influence
and socialization on gun ownership and attitudes toward ownership. In
addition, social background variables were measured to determine thel
social conditions under which relationships between parental ownership,
victimization, gun control, and attitudes toward gun control operated.
The author used a broader measure of victimization , one which extended
five years into the past.and that included close acquaintances, so that
the measure might detect a relationship where narrower definitions did
not. A seventeen item questionnaire was administered to 467 night
students enrolled at California State College in San Bernadino. WNo
mention of how the students were sampled was made. The analysis con-
sisted of zero-order and conditional correlations. Females accounted
for 497% of the sample, males for 51%.

Approximately 577% of respondent's parents owned guns and 52% of
the respondents owned guns. Gun ownership and opposition to controls
were highly correlated. 1In addition, parental ownership and victimi-
zation are positively related .to gun ownership, though victimization
was the weaker correlation.

The author concluded that victims of crime whose parents owned guns
were much more likely to own guns and oppose gun control legislation.
It appeared that this largely white middle~aged, middle-income group

had simply converted from sporting to defensive use of guns. Those

T i e s o g,
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CA025/78/0800/0300
CA026/79/0800/0300
California Department of Justice.
1974 Homicide in California, 1973. 23 pp.
1978 Homicide in California, 1974-1976. 61 pp.
1979 Homicide in California, 1976. 59 pp., Sacramento, CA.

This series of reports prepared by the California Bureau of Criminal
Justice began in the early 1960's. Earlier reports used limited sources
of data; however, as a result of additional data collection methods,
reports now present a much more comprehensive report on crimes of homicide.

The 1973 report provided statistical data on total homicides, number
of peace officers killed, number of persons killed by police officers,
other willful homicides and type of weapon used. In addition, breakdown
of number of suspected homicides by jurisdiction was presented. A section
on homicide among citizens is provided which includes$ victim's age by
sex, circumstance (e.g., spouse kills spouse, robbery, rape, etc.) and
race. Tables are included on victim's age by homicide and rate per 100,000
population. Most of the statistics are presented using race as a control
and tables are presented on the age, sex, race of the victim by the race,
sex and age of the offender. Finally a table on multiple homicides occur-
ring in 1972 and 1973 is provided.

The 1974-1976 report had changes in the presentation and detail
of homicide statistics. The report is divided into two parts: first,

a focus on willful homicide, and second, a focus on justifiable homicide.
The report contains data on willful homicides for each year from 1971
to 1976, rates of homicides per 100,000 since 1954 to 1976 by county.
A second section deals with the victims of homicide for years 1974 to
1976 and presents data on willful homicide crimes by victim's age and

sex and by type of weapon, circumstance precipitating the event, victim-

offender relationship. Data on offender's age and sex and prior criminal
record and disposition of those arrested for homicide are also presented.
The report contains tables on police officers killed, weapon used and
Precipitating event. In addition, data are provided on justifiable homicides
by peace officers, by the sex and race of the victim, weapon used and
Precipitating event and by the same control variables used in justifiable
homicides by private citizens.

The 1977 report provides the same tables as the 1974~1976 report
and in addition provides breakdowns on willful homicides and use of hand-
guns'and long guns in residential and non-residential areas. Willful
homicides were also presented by size of county, victim's race, location
of homicide by victim's age and sex and by victim's wound area. TFurther
tables include arrests for murder by county of arrest, disposition of

cases involving adults arrested for murder, type of disposition by arres-

tee's age and sex.

b
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Cambridge Reports, Inc.
1978 An Analysis of Public Attitudes Towards Handgun Control.

Cambridge, Ma. 139pp.

This report was based on the findings of a 1978 sample survey
representative of the total United States adult population (N=1500).
Purpose of the study was tc measure citizen awareness, knowledge
of and experience with handguns. It also measured the public's reac-
tion to the concept of gun contrcl. Analysis consisted of cross-
tabulations using standard socio-demographic variables as controls.

The study found that approximately 25% of all U.S. households have

at least one handgun. Twice as many households in the South and

Central regions have handguns as do households in other parts of the
country. The main reason given for ownership of a handgun was
protection; however, it is noted that only 3% of those household

which have handguns for protection had ever used them for self-defense.
Where there was a handgun owner in the household, handgun accidents were
more likely to occur (7%) than in households where no handgun was
present (2%). The report estimates that at least one in seven adults
have had either a close relative or friend involved in a gun accident

and that in 50% of these accidents someone was killed. With respect to

handgun violence, at least one adult in nine had been attacked or threat-
ened with a handgun and 20% of these cases resulted in injury.

Respondents were given 17 handgun proposals to be evaluated on a 4
A sub-

point scale ranging from strongly favor to strongly oppose.

stantial majority, over 807%, favored some kind of handgun registration.

A somewhat sm
aller yet clear majority, 75%, wanted some form of 1i
cen-

pProportion (55%) who favored mandatory sentences for all persons carry-
ing-a gun without g license. Most respondents (58%) opposed a ban on
the future manufacture and sale of all handguns and were also clearly
opposed to using public funds to buy back and destroy existing hand-

guns on either g mandatory (62%) or voluntary (56%) basis

A I“alorlty, 51/0 Opposed Sucll a ban.’ 3l/a were in. favor and almOSt 20/0

were somewhere i ide¢
n the middile. Respondents were also asked to agree
or

disagree with a series of arguments raised by opponents and Proponents
of handgun licensing., Smaii majorities disagreed with the statements
that licensing would Prevent 1aw—abiding citizens fronxorotecting them~
sleves, that it would violate people's constitutienal rights and that
llcensing is another government step in interfering with people's lives
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Chunn, D.E.

- ibliography. Toronto,
1977 Firearms Control A Select Bib :
Canada: Centre of Criminology, University of Toronto,
37 pp.

This unannotated bibliography includes English language publica-
tions falling mostly in the time period 1960-1976. The following

topics are addressed: general issues and problems of control, fire-

arms legislation (statutues and commentaries), and specific aspects of
firearms control (constitutional issues; handguns, firearms, and the
police; firearms and violent behavior). An appendix presents organi-

zations and publications concerned with the firearms question.
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Clotfelter, Charles T.
"Crime, Disorders and the Demand for Handguns: An Empirical
Analysis." Unpublished paper.

This study empirically estimated the effects of crime and civil dis-
order on the demand for handguns. Data on handgun sales were gathered
from six states that require sales records over a period of years:
Connecticut, Indiana, Michigan, Maryland, New York, and Pennsylvania.
Annual observations for these five states were pooled together to yield
a sample of the 48 observations. In addition, data for 23 counties in
Maryland plus Baltimore City yielded 192 observations pooled over 8 years.
The rest of the data were gathered from a variety of sources which

included The New York Times, national pwlls, UCR, etc.

Regression analysis was used to analyze the data. The annual stock
of handguns was regressed on several independent variables: number of
incidents of civil disorder, population size, per capita income, homicide
rate per 100,000, other violent crimes per 100,000, percent of black,
etc. This study focused on fear of crime and civil disorders to explain
the pattern of handgun sales.

It was found that although crime rates were not statistically signif-
icant factors in handgun demand, the extent of urban riots in the nation
at large was a significant determinant, with the previous year's disorders
being less important than the current year's. Furthermore, income, racial
composition, etc. were unable to explain the upward trend in sales of

handguns.
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i i Bureau
ia Police, Planning and Research )
C°1uﬁg7§ Faéts About Gun Control. Columbus, Ohio, 34p.

The purpose of this report was to present the major arguments for and

against gun control. After the arguments had been présented a discussion

5 o
of the issues relevent to these positions was made. Attempts were als

/. .
made to present evidence on the tenability of certain assertioms.
A digest of the Gun Control Act of 1968 (Public Law 90-619, I.R. 17735)
was also included.
A brief discussion of the gun control program in England was
presented and was followed by a discussion of the gun control provisions

in the state of Ohio, cities, New York State and New York City.
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Comptroller Gereral of the United States
1978 Handgun Control: Effectiveness and Costs. Washington,
DC: General Accounting Office.

This report attempted to analyze the extent of firearm use
in violent crime; the relationships between firearm availability,
violent crime, and handgun control; and the costs of various types
of gun control systems. The report recommended that the develop-
ment and enactment of further legislation restricting handgun
availability be made by Congress. Although this report provided
a beginning source of information on debates within the firearms
control and violent crime relationship, it did not address the
implications or efficacy of its policy recommendations.

While it suggested that handgun availability should be
reduced, if offered no clear evidence that this could be done
or that it might actually reduce violent crime. Although as the
title implies, this was a study of the "effectiveness and costs"
of handgun control, there was no analysis of the costs and benefits
associated with the implementation of more uniform handgun

regulations nationwide.
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COOki9$2ilip"i-Strategic Choice Analysis of Robbery.”" Pp. 173-187 in

W. Skogan (ed.), Sample Surveys of the Victims of Crime.
Cambridge, MA: Ballinger.

This study develops a ''strategic choice" analysis as a perspective to
organize the empirical data on urban robbery and yield some insights
into the role of guns in robbery. S;rateéic choice analysis posits that
observed robbery patterns are the aggregative results of choices made
by individual robbers, and that these choices can be understood in terms
of the robber's need to intimidate his victim and his desire to acquire
as much money as possible with the minimum effort.

The sample of this study was 8,816 noncommercial robberies taken

¥ tionall
from the National Crime surveys during 1972-1973. The data are natio y

representative. d
icti i ilar demo-
It was found that robbers tend to choose victims with simila

in atterns
graphic characteristics such as race, sex, and age. Regarding p

of weapon use, the proportion of gun robberies varies by these demographic
characteristics. Guns are less likely to be used by single offenders

than by multiple offenders. Furthermore, less potent (i.e., unarmed)
robbers tend to choose more vulnerable victims (women, elderly, etc.),
while more potent (i.e., armed) robbers tend to choose less vulnerable
victims. There is a positive relationship between serious injuries and
property losses, and between the deadliness of the offender's weapon

and the amount of property loss. Gun robberies, that is, are more lucra-
tive. Finally, gun robberies are less likely (than knife or unarmed

I . s ' .
injury, but more likely to result in the victim's death
b
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Cook, Philip J.
1978 "The Effect of Gun Availability on Robbery and Rob

Murder: A Cross-Section Study of 50 Cities." 1In Hearings
before the Subcommittee on Crime of the Committee on the
Judiciary, House of Representatives, May 4 and 18,
Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

bery

This study attempted to analyze the relationship between gun avail-

ability and the robbery crime for the 50 largest U.S. cities. Data were

gathered from Uniform Crime Reports and National Crime Panel surveys,
Gun density or availability in each city was measured by the average

of the percent of suicides committed with 2 gun and the percent of homicides

committed with a gun. This measure, although indirect, correlates respect-

ably well with available gurvey data for the same cities. The dependent

variables were the robbery rate per 1,000 population, and the gun and

nongun robbery rates per 1,000. The independent variables included the

gun density index, gun regulations, crime rates other than for robbery,

regional variables, and other social-demographic variables.

The general findings of this study were: (1) an increase in the

density of g8uns in a city has no effect on the overall robbery rate but

is associated with an increase in the pProportion of robberies which involve

a gun; (2) the per capita rates of gun and nongun robbery murder are

closely Proportionate across cities to the rates of gun and nongun robbery,

respectively; (3) gun robberies are almost three times as likely to result

in the death of the victim as nongun robberies. Thig implies that the

Per capita rate of robbery murder increases with the density of guns

in a city. Finally, state regulations requiring purchase permits have

little if any direct effect on the robber's choice of weapon, but this

does not take the quality of the state's enforcement into account.
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Cook, Philip J.
1979a "The Saturday Night Special: an assessment of

alternative definitions from a policy perspective."
Institute of Policy Sciences, Duke University (mimeo) .
Cook discussed the policy debates over proposed legislation to
eliminate cheap and easily concealable handguns, the so-called
"Saturday Night Specials." He examined the potential crime
reduction effects of a ban on domestic sales of these types of guns.

He found that concealability and price were the two main
characteristics of handguns that have a direct link to use in
crime. However, other characteristics usually attributed to
"Saturday Night Specials," e.g., small caliber and poor quality
were relevant factors insofar as these features were related to
price and size.

Data on guns confiscated during ATF's Project Identification
and Operation CUE were used in his analysis. From a policy
pevspective, concealability was found to be the major feature
of."crime guns," but the price factor was almost impossible to
determine, given existing data. Cook concluded that small

caliber handguns were not overrepresented as "crime gums."

€C0035/79/0300/0504

Cook, Philip J.

n
1979b An overview of federal, state, and local firearms

regulations." Institute of Poli
University (mimeo). ¢ Sctences, Duke

Using Edward Jonmes IIT and Marla Ray's (1980) tabulations

of state and local firearms regulations, Cook analyzed the

proportions of the U.S. population presently required to undergo
police review to purchase a handgun. He estimated that as of

1977, approximately two-thirds of the population were subject to

various types of police checks in buying a handgun

In addition to making these estimates, Cook presented a

brief survey of the historical developments of federal controls

on firearms, and loopholes in past laws and the current Gun Control
Act of 1968. State regulations were briefly and Succinctly
reviewed, in addition to a selection of some local jurisdictions'
regulations. The paper provided a descriptive analysis of the

types of handgun regulations currently in place, emphasizing

the
increasing role of states and local jurisdications in controlling

handgun sales.
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Cook, Philip J.
1980 "Reducing Injury and Death Rates in Robbery.'" Policy
Analysis 6:1(Winter):21-45.

The purpose of this study was to develop recommendations for the
effective sentencing of robbery defendants, especially armed robbers
who cause injury or death to their victims. Data were gathered from
a variety of sources, mainly the Criminal Victimization Surveys (with
10,000 reported robberies), Prosecutors Management Information System
for Washington, D.C. (with 1,302 robbery cases), and local police and
court files in a few cities (about 67 cases).

The local data from Atlanta and Dade County, Florida, and the victimiza-
tion survey data, showed that most robbery murders are apparently the
result of a decision to kill or at least to do great harm to an unresisting
victim, rather than the result of victim resistance or other provocation.
Further, groups of three or more robbers are much more likely to assault
and injure the victim. Other analysis suggests that robbers who cause
injury tend to be less professional and more violence-prone than other
robbers. The author suggests that the amount of gratuitous violence
in robberies might well be reduced through incapacitation and deterrence
if robbers who injured their victims were singled out for relatively
harsh treatment in the court.

Finally, the author argues that a gun emphasis policy in prosecution
and sentencing might reduce the robbery murder rate to the extent that
it caused reductions in the gun robbery rate, but at the cost of increased

robbery injury through the substitution of other weapons for guns in

robbery.

€c0037/81/0608/0103

Cook, Philip J.
1981a '"'The Effect of Gun Availability on Violent Crime Patterns."
Annals of the Academy of Political and Social Sciences

Vol. 455 (May): 63-79.

In the face of little hard evidence and much heated debate,
Cook outlined the implications of various "gun control' strategies on
the distribution, seriousness, and incidence of violent crimes. He
focued on patterns of victim-offender relationships, types of
weapons used, and injury sustained for crimes of criminal homicide,
robbery, and serious assault, Empirical studiles by Zimring, Skogan,
Conklin, and Cook's previous work are presented.

Cook found that higher gun use in criminal homicide and robbery
is associated with less vulnerable targets or victims. Thus, for
homicide, a reduction in gun availability may reduce the least
vulnerable types of potential victims (e.g., law enforcement officers,
people with bodyguards, youthful men). = For robbery, there may be a
reduction of commercial robberies or of well-defended victims. The
implications of Cook's 'vulnerability" tzhesis is that a reduction in
gun availability would change the distribution of violent crime
victims, with greater concentration on vulnerable victims.

Examining the seriousness of violent crime (injury or death
from incidents), both the assailant's intent and the lethality of
the weapon are related to the probability of injury or death.
"Intent" to harm or kill varies over time and differs from city
to city, although Cook argued that the number of deliberate

(unambiguously intended) deaths from gun assaults or robberies is



low compared to those that are ambiguous or occur in the "heat of
the moment." The presence of a gun in a robbery reduces the chances
of injury to a victim but increases the likelihood of death compared
to other weapons used. Thus, for both assault and robbery a pattern
of greater "objective danger' is found with guns compared to other
weapons. Cook believed that a reduction in the availability of

guns would increase the robbery injury rate (i.e., the weapon
substitution thesis), but reduce the robbery death rate.

In examining the impact of the reduction of gun availability
on the incidence of criminal violence, Cook argued that it is
unlikely that violent confrontations and attacks would be
reduced, but that the criminal homicide rate would decline.

Cook concluded that the various types of "gun controls" are not
a cure nor a solution to the "violent crime problem." However,

such controls may reduce deaths from vidélent crime.

€c0038/81/0608/0103

Cook, Philip J.
1981b "The Role of Firearms in Violent Crime: An Interpretive
Review of the Literature with Some New Findings and Sug-
gestions for Research,'" Durham, N.C.: Institute for Policy
Sciences and Public Affairs, Duke University. (Mimeo)

Essentially an expansion of an article in the Annals of the American

Academy of Political and Social Sciences (see Cook, 198la). Expansion

consists of sections on the measurement of the availability of guns
and the "effective price" of weapons in which the author reviews and
evaluates alternative measurement modes. A short section concludes.
the pamphlet on suggested future research, including further empirical
work on how criminals obtain their weapons and further theoretical

work on the modelling of the use of weapons in crime.
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Cook, Philip J. and James Blose
1981 ""State Programs for Screening Handgun Buyers," Annals
of the American Academy of Political and Social Sciences,
Vol. 455 (May): 80-91.

Reviewing the screening provisions of the 1968 Gun Control Act
and those of the several states, the authors come to the conclusion
that Federal provisions are extremely weak and easily circumvented,
while most state systems that are more restrictive are also weak in
reliance on record systems that are far from complete. Thus the Federal
laws only require that a licensed dealer not knowingly se:? to an out-

of-state purchaser or someone who falls within some specified category

(e.g., convicted felon, illegal alien, etc.). State systems which require

police clearance tend to fail because insufficient time is given for

the clearance process and/or because e.g., good centralized records

of convicted felons or former mental patients do not exist. The authors
suggest that a screening system which would make it difficult to become

a dealer (and hence make it easier to regulate the fewer dealers that
would result), and place some of the‘'responsibility for positive screening
on the dealer would be effective. Screening systems that would delay
possession of a weapon long enough for a thorough records check would
also raise the effectiveness of a screening system.

(Appears to be a shortened and edited version of CO 039.
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Cook, Philip J. and James Blose

1980a  "State programs for screening handgun buyers."

Institute of Policy Sciences, Duke University (mimeo).

Cook and Blose reviewed the major strategies involved in
federal and state handgun control legislation. They identified
three main problems with state systems in controlling handguns:
(1) weak federal regulation of dealer licensees; (2) incomplete
state criminal history files; and (3) problems in regulating
transactions of handguns beyond first purchase from a dealer.

The permit- or application-to-purchase regulation systems
were the major handgun strategy discussed in this paper. These
types of screening systems are currently used by 20 states and
affect about two-thirds of the nation's population. The primary
intent of such systems is to screen out classes of "ineligibles"
from purchasing handguns (notably, convicted felons, illegal
aliens, alcohol abusers, violent misdemeanants). However,
Cook and Blose noted that various types of screening systems
are widely circumvented and that the state criminal record files
are often incomplete 'checks" for screening out "ineligibles."
They concluded that screening systems may have some potential
for modest reductions in firearms violence rates, and that they
could be strengthened by instituting liability and registration

provisions and establishing stricter regulation of gun dealers.
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2 have licensing requirements requiring such checks, the FBI's

|
Cook, Philip J. and James Blose i i ilized. However, the authors
1980b  "Regulating handgun transfers: current state and b identifiication division might be ut ’
federal procedures, and an assessment of the feawsi-
bility and cost of the proposed procedures in the
Handgun Crime Control Act of 1979." Center for the
Study of Policy Analysis, Duke University (working
paper)

noted that existing FBI regulations and federal statutes
governing FBI activities currently do not permit FBI criminal

record checks unless states enact authorizing legislation.

This was a good and easily understandable review of current Thus, if the HCCA were implemented, some states could block

handgun controls and an analysis of the impact of instituting the use of FBI criminal record checks, and effectively block

the proposed Handgun Crime Control Act (HCCA). Features of the the implementation of the HCCA.

Gun Control Act of 1968 (GCA) were compared to the HCCA, and a

review of current state and local firearms regulations was

-

presented.

Cook and Blose's assessment of the feasibility and cost of
the transfer and registration provisions of the HCCA concluded
that the licensing provisions are similar to those already in
effect in half of the states, and that manufacturer and importer
receipt of dealer sales records was entirely feasible. These
features of the HCCA, the authors felt, were not a "radical
departure from the status quo."

However, they suggested that it was difficult to foresee ;
whether there would be citizen compliance with and effective
enforcement of the provision that all handgun transactions be
recorded by a licensed dealer. Another immediate problem identified
was the degree to which individual states could perform the necessary
criminal recoxd checks, specifically, the extent to which information
on individuals was complete and accessible. Since not all states

could conduct reliable criminal record checks, and not all states

*$
£
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Cook, Philip J. and Danilel Nagin N
1979 Does the Weapon Matter? Washington, DC: ‘Imstitute for Law

and Social Research.

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the policy of giving priority to
defendants accused of firearms crimes in comparison with those accused
of crimes with other weapons. Data were gathered from Prosecutor's Manage-
ment Information System (PROMIS) in the District of Columbia for the
years 1973-1976. It was found that firearms offenders are no more likely
than other offenders to recidivate over the period of the.study. Further,
the crimes of firearms offenders who did recidivate were no more serious
than those of other recidivators. Thus, there is no discernible effect
of firearms use on rubsequent criminality.

The more lethal the weapon used to commit a robbery, the less likely
the victim is to be attacked or injured. However, when an attack does
occur, the likelihood that the victim will be killed increases with the
lethality of the weapon.

Weapon defendants are more likely to be convicted and incarcerated
than other offendevs, and receive, on the average, longer sentences.

This was true for all types of weapons, whether gun, knife, or something
else. The authors thus suggest that there is a weapon emphasis rather

than a specific gun emphasis in the D.C Superior Court.
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Curtis, Lynn A.
1974  Criminal Violence: National Patterns and Behavior.
Lexington, MA: Lexington Books, D.C. Heath.

This book described in detail tHe many features of the
four major UCR-defined violent crimes (criminal homicide,
rape, aggravated assault, and robbery). A 10% random sample of
offense and arrest reports was obtained from police departments
in 17 major U.S. cities during 1967. These data were analyzed
with respect to the following: (1) victim-offender racial
composition, (2) victim-offender interpersonal relationship,
(3) motives of offender, (4) victim precipitation during the
incident, (5) weapon used and injury incurred, and (6) spatial
and distance patterns. City and regional variatioms in each of
these areas were explored; in addition, comparisons were made
of the 17-city aggregate and violent crime data from other
countries.

Unifying this analysis were comparisons of the 17-city
violent crime patterns with those of other single~city analyses
of violent crime. Simiiarities and differences among the four
violent crimes were discussed, and an overall descriptive
assessment of national and regional patterns of violent crime

was priasented.
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Danto, Bruce I,.

Danto, Bruce L.
1970 "Firearm Homicide in the Home Setting." Omega 1(November): o
r | I 1 s
331-347. | ‘ 772 "Fiream Sulcide in the Home Setting." Omega 3(May):111-1

: - ¥):111-119,

This study analyzed 57 gunshot homicides in home settings in Wayne . Suicides with guns amounted
’ to 48 percent of all suici i

- uicides in the
{0 U.S. in 1964,
: 4. This study analyzed 29 gun suicides in the home setting

Information was

County, Michigan over a three-month period in 1969.
in Wa
yne County, Michigan over a three-month period in 1969 Dat
. a were

collected from the medical examiner's office, police files, and the prose-
- coll
: ected from County Medical Examine~'s 0ffice and police de
' partment

cuting attorney's office. The data indicated that homicide victims were
files. Th
€ gun suicide group was predominantly white, male and over
s

s

predominantly black (90%), male (over 70%), under 30 years of age, unem-
& 45 years of
OT age, and had fairly high levels of education ang employment

ployed, and poorly educated. Likewise, the majority of killers were
n# status. i -

j Sixty-six percent of the victims were also the owners of th

e

Revolvers and shotguns were

black (about 71%) and male (about 61%).
firearm.
Handguns were the most common means of self-destructi
ion.

most frequently used in these homicides; very few of these weapons were

registered. Over half the homicides occurred on weekends; 48%Z occurred

from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. Marital conflict was the most important

precipitating event (36%), followed by interfamilial conflict (21%),

and parent-child eonflict (12%). Only 12% involved strangers.
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Danto, Bruce L., M.D. ) N ]
1974 "A Step Toward Control of Violence by Firearms.' Police

Law Quarterly: 3, 2 (January) 44-47.

The author proposed a plan that would have reduced firearm induced
violence in Michigan but which may have been generalizable to other
locations. The objective of the plan was to focus on violence that
occurs between neighbors and friends, that is, violence involving
persons who can lawfully purchase firearms. The author's plan was
devised to build upon existing Michigan state laws forbidding persons
who are mentally incompetent or disturbed or who have been convicted
of a crime from purchasing firearms.

The author called for the establishmeqt of ‘an agency which would
have collected information on persons admitted to either a public or
private psychiatric hospital or who were convicted for a crime of
violence. .The plan would have required the cooperation of hospitals
to £fill out a registry card and forward it to a Central Violence Control
Registry. Dealers would have to check with the Registry before selling
weapons or ammunitions to a "registered" person. The aim of the plan
was not to remove firearms from persons or limit rights to bear arms
but rather to keep firearms from persons deemed most dangerous.
Registered persons would have the right to appeal any decision made by

the Violence Control Registry.

DA046/79/0608/0000

Danto, B.L.
1979 "Firearms and Violence," International Journal of Offender
Therapy and Comparative Criminology, Vol. 23, No. 2, 135-
146.

Studies of the relationship between violence and firearms posses-
sion are reviewed and conclusions drawn. Studies conclusively show
that where firearms are readily available, they will be'frequently used
as a method of killing. Reduction in the availability of firearms,
however, cannot be shown unequivocally to cause a significant reduc-
tion in the rate of violent deaths. This suggests that, in the absence
of firearms, persons who intent to cause death as a means of coping
with conflict and frustration and resolving perceived difficulties
will find other means for achieving their ends. The absence of clear
conclusions about the results to be achieved from strict gun control
suggests that a policy of permitting gun ownership for those who meet
certain standards while prohibiting it to those considered high~risk
would be a rational compromise between the extremes of those favoring
and opposing gun control. A handgun user, whether that person uses
guns for sport or protection, would be required to undergo screening
procedures, such as suitable psychological tests that could be quickly
administered. Persons with criminal records or histories of mental
illness would not be permitted to own guns. Also, before any approved
applicant could purchase a firearm, he/she would be required to produce
a training certificate from an approved course in firearms use and
safety. A refresher course would be necessary before each license re-

newal. References are provided.
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DE048/79/0306/0304

Deiner, Edward and Rick Crandall
1979 "An Evaluation of the Jamaican Anticrime Program."

In 1974 Jamaica implemented a sweeping anticrime package which included
severe penalties for illegal possession of guns, censorship of gun scenes
from television and movies, and greatly broadened police powers. The
purpose of this study was to assess the impacts of these programs. Jamaican
crime statistics from 1964 to 1975 were gathered from governmental sources.
Data were analyzed by quasi-experimental time series analysis.

It was found that there were overall declines for all categories
of crime available for analysis after the implementation of the anticrime
package. Both the monthly and long-term yearly data indicated a significant
decrease in crime. Specifically, during the first year after enactment,
there was a 147% reduction in homicide, a 327 reduction in rapes, a 25%
reduction in robberies, and a 377 reduction in nonfatal shootings. A
further analysis showed that in a one year period, both gun and nongun
crimes dropped. It was concluded that anticrime measures of these sorts
can reduce crime. The authors suggest that the reason for the reduction
in crime was mainly fear of apprehension and lengthy imprisonment, rather

than a decrease in number of guns in circulation.



DE049/79/0607/0100

Deiner, Edward and Kenneth W. Kerber
1979 "Personality Characteristics of American Gun-Owmers."
Journal of Social Psychology 107:227-238.

This study attempted to explore the reasons behind gun ownership
and to study the personalities of gun-owners. The total sample contained
37 male gun-owners and a comparison sample of 23 nongun-owners matched
on SES, living area, occupational level, education, and age. Data were
mainly analyzed by Chi-square test and principle component analysis.

Both standard psychological tests (Thematic Apperception, the F Scale,
and the California Psychological Inventory) and a questionnaire were
administered to all subjects.

It was found that gun-owners tend to have early socialization experi-
ences with guns and grew up in rural areas or small towns, compared with
nonowners. Recreation was cited by most subjects as the primary reason
for owning a gun. The gun-owners were more likely to have personalities
which were characterized by lower sociability and higher need for power
than the nongun-owners. However, there was no evidence that the average
gun-owner exhibits atypical or abnormal personality characteristics.

The arrest and conviction rate was somewhat (although not significantly)
higher among gun-owners than nongun-owners. The small, atypical sample

seriously limits the generalizability of these findings.

Deutsch, Stuart J.
1979 ",ies, Damn Lies and Statistics:

DE050/79/0300/0300

A Rejoinder to the Comment

by Hay and McCleary," Evaluation Quarterly 3 (May): 315-328.

See entry under Deutsch and Alt (1977).



DE057/77/0300/0300

Deutsch, Stuart Jay and Francis B. Alt
"The Effect of Massachusetts' Gun Control Law on Gun-Related

1977
Crimes in the City of Boston." Evaluation Quarterly 1 (March):
543-568.
HA052/79/0300/0300
Hay, Jr., Richard A. and Richard McCleary
1979 "Box~Tiac Time Series Models for Impact Assessment: A Com-

ment on the Recent Work of Deutsch and Alt,'" Evaluation

Quarterly 3 (May): 277-314.
DE049/79/0300/0300

Deutsch, Stuart J.
1979 "Lies, Damn Lies and Statistics: A Rejoinder to the Comment

by Hay and McCleary," Evaluation Quarterly 3 (May): 315-328.

In April, 1975, Massachusetts passed a law that mandates a one-year
minimum sentence on conviction of carrying a firearms without a license.

This study attempted to assess the impact. of this law on the incidence

of homicide, assault with a gun, and armed robbery in Boston. The data

were collected from monthly offense reports provided by the City of

Boston from Jahuary 1966 to October 1975.

A rather complicated time-series model was used to analyse the
data. The results indicate that the law significantly reduced armed

robbery and gun assault, but not homicide, presumably because most homicide

occurs in the home, where the law does not apply. On the other hand,

the reductions in armed robbery and assault were substantial, amounting,
in the case of armed robbery, to a 277 decrease in the months immediately

following passage.

The two additional articles listed in the heading for this abstract

are comments and rejoinder generated by the first article. Hay and

McCleary dispute on technical and substantive grounds the particular
ARTMA model used to capture the characteristics of the time series used

by Deutsch and Alt, claiming that other models more faithfully and parsi-

NI o iy

moniously mirror the time series involved. Using alternative models
that fulfill these criteria, Hay and McCleary conclude that their more
appropriate model shows no effect of the Massachusetts law on the occur-
rence of armed robberies, although their model does produce the effects
noted by Deutsch and Alt on armed assaults., |

The rejoinder by Deutsch is essentially technical in character,
defending the models used by Deutsch and Alt, Noting several misunder-
standings of the technique used, Deutsch rejects the criticisms of Hay

and McCleary as false.
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D0053/76/0609/0100

.G. ) .
Doeni;;6w "Tndex of Southernness Revisited ~— The Influence of

Wherefrom upon Whodunnit," in G. Count Van @anen, N
Social Systems, Crime, Delinquency, gnd Dev1a?ce - el
Reader in Structurally Oriented Studies, Washington, :
University Press of America.

Viclence-related items from a 1973 national survey of 1,504 persons
are examined to explore at the microlevel the validity of the concept
of a Southern regional subculture of violence. Analysis of the survey
data reveals that lifelong residency in the South increases the proba-
bility of owning a gun and of being opposed to gun control regulation.
However, being a Southerner is negatively associated with the likeli-
hood of having been assaulted and of granting approval to assaultive
behavior. Examination of other variables (age, race, sex) shows that
sex, not regional residency, exerts the most pronounced influence on
violence-related measures. The survey data do not confirm the existence
of a divergent value system among Southerners. It is suggested that if
a regional culture of violence once existed in the South, it has vanished

over the years. A list of references is included.

T

D0054/74/0300/0000

Donovan, Charles F.
1974 "Firearms Registration- Cost vs Benefit." Militar
Police Law Enforcement Journal: 1, 4 (Fall) 36-38.

The author's main concern was the costs involved in setting up
a national firearms registration system. The most simple form of
registration would require registering only the serial number of an
estimated 75 million fireawms and ‘identification of the owner and
would require an initial start up cost of $25 million with a continuing
annual operating budget of $22 million. The author cited other
experts who claimed that such a system of registration would require
"one of the most gigantic computer operations ever undertaken" and
would take at least 2 years, a staff of several hundred persons and
a team of qualified experts in order to operate. Other estimates place
the cost of a simple registration system at over $400 million and if
a more complex system involving backgroung investigations were used,
the cost, on the basis on 60 million firearms, would be approximately
$3.1 billion. Note that all estimates contained in the article are
in terms of 1968 dollars. Finally, the author wondered whether the
public would be willing to bear such a cost especially if the cost may

not be justified by a significant reduction in the commission of serious

crime.



DRO55/77/0308/0300

Drooz, Richard B.
1977 "Handguns and Hokum: ‘A Methodological Problem." Journal

of the American Medical Assogiation 237:1, (July 4) 43-45.

This article was a statistical and substantive critique of C.
Browning'é article, "Handguns and Homicides: A Public Health Problem"
(JAMA, 1976). Drooz claims that Browning's assertion that a very
large proportion of homicides are accounted for by intrafamily crimes
of passion has been disproved by a 1975 New York City Police Depart-
ment study which found that intrafamily killings made up 5.5% of
homicides, whereas 91.9% of homicides involved a killer and victim
who were unrelated. The author also states that Browning, who
compares the U.S. homicide rate with that of other countries and
found the U.S. rate 3.5 to 10 higher, hides the fact that in two of
those countries, Isreal and Switzerland, virtually the entire
population is armed. The author argues that although there were

2.5 million new handguns sold in the U.S., it is not surprising given

an expanding population and the number of persons whose occupation

require them to carry guns. Drooz criticizes Browning for stating

that a loaded firearm is 6 times more likely to accidently kill a
family member without also mentioning that most firearms are unloaded

when stored away. The author also criticizes Browning for quoting
findings which claim "high rates of gun ownership are associated with
high rates of gun violence" because the same author that Browning

cites later modified this claim by acknowledging that increases in

firearm crimes were occéuring in areas with lower than average gun

ownership rates.
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EL056/77/0608/0600

El-Guebaly, N. and M Lee

1977 "Alcoholism and Gun Control."
- . Canad i -
Journal 22 (August):243.251 . anadian Psychiatric Association

It has been noticed that law enforcement agencies and workers in
the field of alcoholism are regularly exposed to the dilemma of having
to deal with an intoxicated person in possession of a gun uttering homi-
cidal or suicidal threats. This study attempted to undertake a preliminary
survey of individuals with problems arising from the joint abuse of alcohol
and possession of a gun, the goal being to identify significant character-
istics that might be helpful in screening potential gun misusers.

Data were obtained from drug-related referrals of the Royal Ottawa
Hospital. Among the 592 referrals, a total of 20 male alcoholics with
gun problems were picked out and were also matched by time of referral,
age (within 5 years) and socioeconomic class with 20 control alcoholicsg
Chi-square tests were used to Statistically compare the alcoholics with
gun problems, their controls, and the total referrals. The results mainly
indicated that the alcoholics with gun problems were not significantly
different from other groups in terms of personal and familial variables,
marital status, major drug used, emotional problem, etc. However, potential
violence, measured by the Nicol's Violence Scale, was found to be higher

among experimentals than zontrols.



EL057/71/0700/0200

Ellis, Desmond P., Paul Weiner, and Louie Miller, III

: ? An Experimental .Test of
1 "Dcas the Trigger Pull the Finger
o Weapons as Aggression-Eliciting Stimuli." Sociometry 34
(December) :453-465.

One hundred and four male undergraduates were used in an unsuccessful

replication of the experiment by Berkowitz and LePage (1967). Contrasting

the initial 1967 results, there is no observed "weapons effect" on aggres-

sicn in these data.
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EL058/76/0908/0100

Erlanger, Howard S.

1976 "Is there a 'subculture of violence®’ in the South?"

The Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology 66:4:

483-490.

This piece consists of two parts: first, a critique of some

previous literature dealing with the "Southern subculture of violence,"

and secondly, a presentation of original data bearing on the theme.

Concerning the first, the author notes that the concept of a

culture" has not been fully explicated in prior work. Th

"Southern

e ""Southern

culture'" effect has been taken, in essence, as the residual regional

effect left over once certain selected background variables have

been controlled. Thus, ‘structural or demographic variables that

are not controlled may account for the residual regional effect,

independently of any "Southern culture." Direct measures of

Southern culture would be needed to confirm a subcultural explanation.

Original data presented in the article come from three sources:

the 1968 Harris Survey commissioned by the National Commission on the

Causes and Prevention of Violence, a 1966 survey of criminal victimi-

zation, and data collected by the author in Wisconsin and North

Carolina. Key findings from all three sources are as follows:

(1) Contrasting the basic descriptive finding from which the subcultural

thesis derives, aggravated assaults are less common in the South than

outside it. Self-reported fist-fighting was also lower among Southerners.

(ii) 1In general, Southern migrants to the north were also less likely

to report fist-fighting than native~born Northerners.

(i1i)

Finally,
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general attitudinal approval of violence was as high outside

the South as within it. For various reasons discussed by the author,
no:te of these findings is definitive with respect to the subcultural
theory, but they do suggest, in contrast to the theory, that
"viclence itself is probably not a prominent part of the normative

system of the South" (p. 488).

B T

ER059/72/0406/0100

Erskine, Hazel
1972 "The Polls: Gun Control." Public Opinion Quarterly 36:3
(Fall) :455-469.

This study compiles and discusses public opinion data on gun control
and gun ownership issues from a variety of polls dating back to 1938.
Two~thirds or more of the U.S. electorate has wanted access to guns to
come under some kind of official supervision for as along as modern polling
has been in existence. Even a majority of gun owners themselves believe
guns should be registered (61% im 1971). The level of support for gun
registration has been surprisingly stable, even throughout the 1960's
violence, assassinations, and other firearms abuse.

Since 1959, and with only a few exceptions, both Gallup and Harris
have found 48% to 51% of American households possessing a weapon of some
kind. Gun ownership is higher in rural areas than urbau areas, and higher

in the Scuth than elsewhere.
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ET060/73/0300/0300

Etzioni, Amita and Richard Remp
1973 "A Technology Whose Removal 'Works': Gun Control." Pp. 103-
115 in Technological Shortcuts to Social Change. New York:
Russell Sage Foundation.

’

This study examines the relationships among gun control "leniency,"
firearms availability, and violent crime across selected cities, states,
and nations. For cities and states, there is no apparent relationship
between gun control leniency and the homicide rate; homicide responds
more to population demnsity, growth rate, and general socio~-economic condi-
tions than to the leniency of extant gun laws. The authors argue that
this is because there is insufficient variance in gun control leniency
across U.S. cities and states, and for this reason, they regard inter-
national comparisons as more informative. Comparisons of the U.S. with
11 other nations show that gun laws are generally stricter, and homicides
lower, elsewhere than in the United States, but there are too many sources
of uncontrolled variation across these nations to have much confidence

in the zero-order result.

FA061/61/0800/0407

Farberow, Norman and Edwin Schneidman
1961 "Statistical comparisons between attempted and committed
suicides." In Farberow and Schneidman (eds.), Cry for Help.
New York: McGraw Hill.

Farberow and Schneidman attempted to estimate the ratio of
attempted to completed suicides and how this varied by means
taken to commit suicide and characteristics of suicidal persons.
Their research was on features of attempted and completed
suicides in Los Angeles County in the iate 1950s; thus, their
study has a narrow geographical focus and is dated. However, it
is one of few studies that has tried to assess the amount of
attempted suicide.

Completed suicide statistics were obtained from the L.A,
coroner's office, noting that the means of injury for these
deaths was "by suicide." Attempted suicide data were collected
from three sources: L.A. physicians, records from the L.A.
County General Hospital, and records from 16 L.A. municipal
emergency hospitals. Two rounds of questionnaire surveys were
mailed to the sample of physicians: one on the number of physician-
known attempted suicides, and the second on more particular
aspects of the patients' attempted means of suicide. The information
for the latter survey was suspect given a low response rate by the
physicians.

From the hospital records, the number of admissions diagnosed
"marked suicide attempt or possible suicide attempt" were counted.
Comparing the hospital and physicians' estimates of the number of

attempted suicides with committed suicides from the death records,




Farberow and Schneidman estimated that the ratio of attempted
to completed suicides was 8:1. The authors then compared the
rates of attempted to completed suicides by examining the
means taken to commit suicide. They found that there was a
higher incidence of female than male suicidal attempts, but

a lower incidence of the use of more lethal means by females

attempting suicide.
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FE062/70/0400/0100

Feagin, J.R.
1970 "Home-Defense and the Police: Black and White Perspec-—
tives," American Bshavioral Scientist, Vol, 13, Nos. 5
and 6 (May/June, July/August): 797-814.

To examine possible demographic and attjitudinal correlates of
crime defense orientations (self- or police protection), data from
black and white nationwide modified probability samples were assessed.
The data were from a 1968 survey by Opinion Research Corporation and
were based on interviews with 551 whites and 468 blacks. Of the
blacks, 65 percent indicated that they had to be prepared to defend
their own homes against crime and violence, while only 24 percent felt
this should be left to the police. Of the white sample, 52 percent
felt self-defense was needed while 41 percent were willing to leave
protection to the‘police. Blacks under 30 years old were the most
likely of all respondents to support a self-defense orientation. Among
blacks, self-defense orientation decreases with age; among whites there
are only slight age-related differences in orientation. Among blacks,
those living in the Northeast and North Central regions were most
likely to be home-defense oriented, while Southern and Western blacks
were least defense oriented, However, Southern whites were the most
likely to be home defense oriented and a majority of North-Central
whites were self-defense oriented. The majority of Northeastern and
Western whites were willing to leave protection to the police. For
whites, self-protection orientation decreases with population density,
while the opposite is true for blacks: rural whites and blacks in
large urban areas were most self-defense oriented. Among both blacks

and whites, the highest socioeconomic status respondents were the least



likely to be home~defense oriented. Both blacks and whites who were
defense-oriented were more likely to own a gun and more likely to know
others who had bought a gun for self-protection than were those who
were police-oriented. In general, self-defense orientation tended to
be associated with both a fear of crime and violence and a critical
attitude toward police capabilitles of providing adequate protection
for the home and family. In regard to police actions against rioting
blacks, self-defense oriented whites felt police were too soft, while
the majority of blacks felt police were too brutal. Home defense-
oriented whites were more likely to hold generally negative attitudes
towards blacks than were police-oriented whites. While there has not
as yet been large-scale violence or wholesale breakdown of stability
and legality despite the increasing emphasis on private home-defense
measures and protective organizations, findings suggest that there is
a significant potential for the breakdown of law and order. References

and tabular data are provided.

B

FI063/69/0700/0200

Fischer, Donald G., Harold Kelm, and Ann Rose
1969 "Knives as Aggression-Eliciting Stimuli." Psychological
Reports 24(June):755-760,

This study replicates the Berkowitz-LePage '"weapons effect" study
(1967) using 64 undergraduate student subjects and three kinds of knives
(switchblade, carving knife, and common table knife) as the aggression-
eliciting stimuli; otherwise, the design and analysis are similar to
the Berkowitz-LePage original. Findings show the predicted enhanced

& "ession among male, but not female, subjects.



F1064/76/0308/0307

Fisher, Joseph C. )
1976 "Homicide in Detroit: the role of firearms."” Criminology

14 (November): 387-400.

This study was designed to investigate the extent toc which the
rising homicide rate in Detroit could be attributed to the increased
availability of fireaims. Firearms availability was measured by the
guns registered and the number of licences to purchase that were granted
each year. Figures on accidental deaths and yearly population were
collected from the Department of Health; statistics on homicides, gun
availability and the probability of apprehension were supplied by the
Detroit Police Department. The data showed that, during the period 1963
to 1971, homicides by handgun. increased seven times while those involving
long guns increased by 13 times. Murder by knife and other means showed
a less spectacular rise, doubling and tripling respectively over the
same period.

The independent variables were factor analyzed and three orthogonal
variables were extracted: 1) the willingness of local residents to
use means other than violence to settle disputes (violence factor),
2) the economic activity of the city (economy factor), and 3) firearms
availability (firearm factor).  Homicide rates from 1963 to 1971 were
regressed on these three variables. Both violence and firearms factors
were found to be statistically significant. It was concluded that much
of the increase in the homicide rate could be attributed to an increase
in handgun murders. Furthermore, the data suggested a positive relation-
ship between guns and the homicide rate: Firearms availability accounted

for onme-quarter.of the rise in homicides.
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FL065/75/0400/0100

Florida Sheriff's Association
1975  Attitudes and Opinions of Persons 16 to 25 Regarding Hand
Gun Control -- Executive Summary. Tallahassee, Florida.

The purpose of this study was to examine the attitudes and opinions
of Florida youth towards crime, gun control, and related issues. 425
persons were selected through a systematic cluster sample and inter—
viewed. The major f}ndings are were as follows: 1) More than two-thiirds
of all respondents thought all guns should be coﬁtrolled. Support for
gun control was higher among females, nonwhites, and the unenployed.
2) About 64% of the respondents knew basically what a "Saturday Night
Special" was. Men and whites were more likely to know this than females
and nonwhites. 3) About half of the respondents who knew the meaning
of the term "Saturday Night Special" thought that banning such weapons
would help reduce crime. 4) 20% of the respondents in the study over

age 21 said they owned a handgun; owners tended to rural, male, white,

and employed,

SR, LT



~0066/75/0700/0200

Fordi, Arn
1975 "The Effect of Exposure to Weapons on Aggressive Behavior

from a Cross—Cultural Perspective." International Journal
of Psychology 10(4):283-292,

This study replicates the Berkowitz-LePage (1967) ''weapons effect"
study with data on 100 Swedish male high school students. The design
represents a slight modification of the Berkowitz-LePage original: some
subjects were only shown weapons, and others were asked to handle them.

Results are consistent with the original findings.
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FYO67/80/O608/0305

e s o,

Fyfe, J.7.
1980 ”Geographic Correlates of Police Shooting: 4 Microanalysis,”
Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquencz, Vol, 17,
No. 1 (January): 101-113,

The geographic distribution of shooting by New York City Police
officers during 1971-1975 ‘are examined ang their relation to community

characteristics analyzed, The Study Postulated that the higher the

homicide rates ang Police shootings. Thus there were high Correlationg



other organizational and envirommental influences.

references are included.

Tables, notes, and
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FY068/76/0608/0305

Fyfe, J.J.
1976 "Shots Fired: An Examination of New York City Police
Firearms Discharges," unpublished doctoral dissertation,
State University of New York, Albany, 741 pp.

Data on all reported incidents involving discharges of firearms
by police and/or assaults on police in New York City from January 1,
1971 through December 31, 1975, are analyzed. The data, which were
taken from the New York City Police Department Discharge Review Board,
reflect 3,573 distinct incidents involving 4,904 officers, of whom
3,827 discharged their firearms in 2,926 shooting incidents. The report
examines the nature of firearms assault incidents, the effects of ad-
ministrative restraints and review procedures on shooting discretion,
and the effects of certain organizational variables (e.g., personnel
deployment practices) on shooting. Shooting incidents occur predomi-~
nantly at night in inner-city areas and are most often preceded by
robberies. The incidents are distributed fairly consistently between
summer and winter and among the days of the week. Black officers use
their guns {justifiably and otherwise) more often than whites, are as-~
saulted more often than whites, and are more likely to work in precincts
in which violence is commonplace. Few shootings are one-on-one situa-
tions. Minority opponents (citizens involved in confrontations with
police) are more likely than whites to be armed. Black opponents are
likely to be armed with guns and to be in the company of others during
a confrontation. Hispanic opponents are more likely to be alone, tend
to be older than other opponent types, and frequently use knives against
police. White opponents frequently use vehicles to assault and/or to

flee from police. Stringent guidelines and review procedures appear

T e R e s v



to have had a significant impact on the nature and frequency of ex-
treme police-citizen violence in New York City. However, the frequency
with which New York police are prosecuted or disciplined for using their
guns makes it clear that administrative actions cannot eliminate unwise
or unjustified shootings. The analysis also reveals that violative

and criminal shootings by police are more common among off-duty officers.
Another major finding is that the manner in which personnel are de-
ployed apparently affects the frequency with which police-citizen vio-
lence occurs. Three recommendations emerge from the study: (1) Police
agencies should try to minimize the possibility that deviant individuals
will get the chance to use firearms unlawfully or unwisely by working

to develop screening, socialization, and performance-monitoring devices;
(2) Agencies should scrutinize their enforcement and deployment policies
to be certain that officers aré not unnecessarily placed in situations
in which they will frequently be required to resort to shooting as a
means of survival; and (3) Agencies should develop shooting policies
and review procedures that provide clear guidelines consonant with
agency and community philosophy. Comments on police suicides, a police

shooting typology, a bibliography and supporting data are included.

s

GA069/71/0900/0304

Gastil, Raymond D.
1971 "Homicide and a regional culture of violence."
American Sociological Review 36:3(June): 412-427.

This paper considers evidence on the hypothesized "Southern
subculture of violence," namely, the view that the high rate of
homicide in the South results from a regional culture that glorifies
or condones interpersonal violence. The analysis is based on
aggregate data for the 50 states. The dependent variable is
the state homicide rate, and the independent variables include
an "Index of Southerness" (a basically arbitrary numérical
construction based, roughly, on the proportion of the state's
population born in the South), along with selected other indicators
of economic well—being, Per cent nonwhite, population size of the
state, and so on. Data were regressed stepwise; the "Index of
Southernessg" consistently gave significant increments to R2 under
several different specifications of the regression model. The
author concludes from this that the "repional subculture" hypothesis
is sustained, but several subsequent studies, e.g., Erlanger (1975)
and Loftin and Hill (1974), have demonstrated that this conclusion

does not follow from the evidence and analysis presented in the

article.



GE070/69/0300/0305

Geisel, Martin S., Richard Rell, and R. Stanton Wettick, Jr.
1969 "The effectiveness of state and local regulation of handguns:
A statistical analysis." Duke Law Review (August): 647-676.

The current controversy over gun control centers on whether legis~
lation is inherently capabale of reducing crime and deaths by shooting.
This study attempted to present empirical evidence on this issue. The
sample included both 50 states and 129 cities whose population exceeded
100,000 in 1960. Gun control regulations of each state and city were
coded into eight categories and each category assigned a weight. Each
state or éity was then scored on gun control regulations by summing the
weights across eight categories. Dependent variables in this study
were death and crime rates. Other explanatory variables in the analysis
were income, education, police employees, race, population density,
age, and licenced hunters, About 30 different measures of gun control
regulations were tried in the analyses, with the measure yielding the
highest R2 being selected for the final analysis.

The results indicated that stricter gun control legislation
was related to fewer total deaths by homicide, by suicide, and fewer
firearm accidents. The magnitude of the effects suggested that measures
similar to the ones then in force in New Jersey might save between 4,200
and 6,400 lives in the nation as a whole each year. However, the data
showed no significant effect on aggravated assaults. Finally, except

for robbery and total suicide, income was negatively correlated with

deaths and crime rates; education was an important factor only for suicide

and robbery; the relationship between the number of police personnel per

capita and the death and crimes rates was generally positive.

GE071/74/0800/0100

Gelles, Richard J.
1974  The Violent Home. Beverely Hills, CA: Sage Publications.

Gelles and his colleagues conducted interviews with a selecied
sample of Manchester and Portsmouth, New Hampshire, residents to
understand features of family violence. The sample included 20
families who had come tc the attention of a private social agency,
20 families drawn from police records where there were reports of
domestic strife, and 40 families or individuals who were neighbors
of the social agency and police filesg sample,

Excerpts from interviews were presented in the text, together
with estimates of the annual amount of family violence from the
sample's experiences. Gelles reported that in about half of the
80 families, there had been one or more instances where husband
or wife used physical violence; for one-quarter of the sample,
conjugal violence was a regular occurrence, ranging from daily
to 12 times per time. There were large differences among the
frequency of violence by each of the types of families sampled,
however. Parent-child abuse was also explored, with parental
differences, motivations, and rationales for abusive behavior
discussed.

Tﬁe book concluded that (L) family violence is a learned
behavior with violent family members having been exposed to
violence domestic scenes while growing up and (2) family violence
grows out of social structural factors in which families are embedded.
While the nature of Gelles' sample makes generalizations to the

nation inappropriate, his analysis made an important contribution in

this hard-to-research area,



GE072/78/0300/0300 !
1 and C. Thomas Surridge . )
Gendrig;SPau"Csntrolling gun crimes: the Jamaica experlence.fF'InteQ'
national Journal of Criminology and Penology 6 (February):

43-6 .

Due to the dramatic rise of violent crimes in Jamaica, in March
of 1974 the Gun Court Act was passed which was specifically designed
to curb gun crimes. This Act treats illegal possession of firearms
as a major indictable offense, makes it illegal for a gun owner to lose
the gun through negligence, provides for joint police and military
patrol, etc. This study dttempts to assess the impact of the Gun |
Court Act on gun crimes, using before-and-after comparisons. ' Data were i

obtained from police department files for one year on either side of

passage.

The data showed that after passage, the overall gun murders de-
clined by 56%; shooting with intent to kill declined by 377%; and armed
robbery dropped by 287%. Other crimes stayed about the same or fluctuated
slightly, suggesting that the results do not reflect a simple change in
reporting practices. The Act was apparently more influential in the

urban areas than in rural areas.

GI073/71/0804/0501

Gil, David G. "
1971  "Violence against children." ‘Journal of Marriage and

the Family, 33: 637-648.

Gil utilized official child abuse reports que during 1967
and 1968 in the U.S. (N=13,000 reported incfhégié), together with
case studies of about 1400 incidents veported in some 40 cities
and counties to estimate the extent and the correlates of child
abuse. 1In addition, a national sample of over 1500 adults
was interviewed, and a six-month sample of daily and periodica]
newspapers and magazines published in 1945 was surveyed.

From the national survey of public attitudes about physical
child abuse, Gil estimated that the maximum incidence of child
abuse in the U.S. during 1965 ranged from 2 tc 4 million cases.

He concluded that the physical abuse of children is not a rare
and unusual occurrence in American society, but instead should
be understood as a ctonsequence of "cultural norms" which sanction
violence against children. While cultural forces were identified
as the primary factor in producing high levels of child abuse,

Gil also pointed to class and ethnic differences, bio-psycho-social
functioning of individuals and families, and envirommental events.
Gil's analysis and interpretation of the incidence of and

factors leading to child abuse pointed to a change in theoretical

work and intervention conducted up to the early 1970s. He specifically
identified social Structural and cultural factors, not individual
"deviance" (the latter a favorite of social workers) in understanding

and responding to the problem of child abuse, a problem a termed "endemic."
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Godwin, J.
1978 Murder U.S.A. —— The Ways We Kill Each Other. New York:

Ballantine Books, Inc.

Case studies of selected types of murder illustrate the pervasive
nature of homicide in the United States and the problems it creates
for the criminal justice system. Possible remedies are considered.
Following an overview of the crisis situation the crime of murder has
caused in American society, historical and social aspects of murder
are examined, with attention to murder within the context of family
conflict, the history of gangland and frontier violence, and murder
as é crime of passion. The role of juveniles, women, and homosexuals
as victims or perpetrators of indiscriminate, premeditated, crime-
related, or mass murder is examined, as are organized crime slayings,
apparently senseless murders, and murder in the ghetto. Finally,
political homicide, the pfdblems posed by apparently insane murders,
the role of guns in homicide, and the murder patterns of the institu~
tionally deranged, escaped crimimnals, and supposedly rehabilitated
offenders are discussed, along with the brezakdown of the criminal jus-
tice system and federal efforts to remedy the system's inability to
stem the increase in homicide across the nation. A selected biblio-

graphy and an index are included.

GR075/72/0300/0300

Greenwood, Colin
1972 Firearms Control —- A Study of Armed Crime and Firearms

Control in England and Wales. London: Routledge and
Kegan Paul, Ltd.

This study assessed whether or not firearms controls in England
and Wales successfully reduced the number of seriocus crimes in which a
firearm is used or carried. 367 offenses in which a firearm was in-
volved were selected from police files of two cities and two counties
in England and Wales. 1In addition, time series data were gathered from
the Commissioner's Annual Reports for a 23~year period.

There have been several firearms control measures implemented in
England and Wales since the beginning of the 19th century, but time-
series figures on robbery in which a firearm was carried or used clearly
indicate a continuous and substantial rise in spite of the introduction
of these measures. However, the above pattern did not show in firearms
accidents or suicides. The author suggests that law-abiding citizens,
but not criminals, comply with firearms control legislation. To deal
with the criminal use of firearms by placing more restrictions on legit-

imate users is not likely to achieve the desired result.



HA076/69/0900/0304

Hackney, Sheldon
1969 "Southern violence." Pp. 505-527 in H. Graham and

T. Gurr (eds.), The History of Violence in America.
New York: Bantam Books.

This article addresses the so-called "Southern subculiure of
violence" hypothesis (see annotations for Gastil, 1971; Loftin and
Hill, 1974). The article notes the generally high level of inter-

personal violence in the South and discusses some of the relevant

Southern history. Statistical evidence on Southern violence, derived

from several sources, is also presented and analyzed. Several

competing explanations for the distinctiveness of violence in the
South (e.g., the preponderance of blac’s, higher levels of poverty,
lower levels of urbanization, etc.) are explored and rejected.
Multiple regression analysis of aggregate data for states shows a

strong regional effect even with urbanization, education, income,

unemployment, wealth, and age held constant. The author concludes

that these results support the view that Southern violence results
from "a Southern world view that defines the social, political, and
physical environment as hostile and casts the white Southerner in
the role of the passive victim of malevolent forces" (p. 524).
Decisive critiques of the research design and conclusions are to be

found in Erlanger (1676) and Loftin and Hill (1974).
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HAO077/78/0403/0108

Hardy, David T.

1 Ry .
978 wgi;e:rm Owgershlp ?nd Regulation: Tackling an old Problem
enewed vigor." Willi . o
235-290. iam and Mary Law Review: 2(); 2 (Winter)

The ‘purpose of this article was to review post-1974 empirical
research that pertains to the central issues of the firearm regulation
debate. Three types of studies were assessed for their contribution
to knowledge about firearm use, abuse, and Proposed legislation. They
were classified under the general headings of: "Firearm Ownership and
Owner viewpoint", the studies reviewed were the National Opinion
Research Center's 1973 survey, the 1975 Decision Making Information

study and the California Department of Justice' The Poll of Handgun

Ownershi i
P and Use (1977) second, '"Criminal Armament and Use'", the

-

Urban Enf " '
ntorcement™ (1977) the Police Foundation's Firearm Abuse: A

R -
esearch and Policy Report (1977) the Florida Bureau of Criminal

Just i
ustice Planning and Assigtance study, Handgun Regulation Project

(1977y-and fi i
Jand finally the California Department of Justice' study entitled

Fi . R .
trearms: Their Contribution to Violent Death in California (1978)

third, "Firearm Laws and Enforcement Programs", covering the Center
for Criminal Justice, Harvard Law School study, "And Nobody can get
you out" (1976) and Douglas Murray's "Handguns, Gun Gontrol Laws and
Firearm Violence" (1975).

The author reviewed the research so as to shed light

. s

e e
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HA078/77/0600/0100

Hare, G.B, P. Klaus, and E.D. Bunten
1977 LEAA Police Equipment Survey of 1972. Volume VI.
Body Armor and Confiscated Weapons. Washington, DC:
U.S. Government Printing Office

This report analyzed the results of a National Bureau of
Standards! survey of a stratified probability sample of 440
state, county, and municipal police departments. As the title
of the report indicates, two major types of information were
collected: Police usage of and experience with body armor,
and police confiscations of weapons. The report's emphaéis
was on the former topic, but its findings on weapons confiscated
are reviewed here.

Based on their sample response, one can extrapolate the
number of weapons confiscated ip 1971 (about 260,000), 707 of
which were handguns, and 30% longguns. No information was

collected on the circumstances surrounding the confiscations.

police department for the annual number of weapons confiscated.
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HA079/76/0908/0300

Harris, R.D.
1976 "Homicide in Detroit 1970 ~ 1973: A Test of Subculture

of Violence Theory," unpublished doctoral dissertation
° 1

Wayne State University. T
Variables associated with criminal homicide and homicide rates
in Detroit, Michigan, are examined for evidence pertaining to the
subculture of violence theory. The analysis encompasses two levels: !
a macrolevel (census tract) examination of homicide rates; and a micro-
level examination of individual cases of homicide. The study sample
includes all 1,871 homicides (except excusable and justifiable homi-
cide) recorded by the Detroit Police Department from January 1, 1970
to January 1, 1973. Major findings are as follows: Black homicide
offenders were involved in homicides between strangers more frequently
than white homicide offenders; the frequency of homicides committed
by females was greater for blacks than whites; race was related to

use of weapons other than handguns in homicide; juveniles were more

likely than adults to use weapons other than handguns in homicides;

blacks were more likely than whites to be involved in homicides with

more than one offender. The macroanalysis shows a moderate relation-

ship between the percentage of blacks in a census tract and the tract's i
homicide rate, and a stronger correlation between homicide rates and

percentage of census tract residents with incomes below the poverty

level. The moderate relationships between homicide and variables ex-

amined are said to indicate that subcultures refer not so much to regional

structures or subsocieties as to the tendency of people who live together

to share a set of values toward life and to transmit those values to

e e e
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S

of violence i
s> but rather a variety of subcultures, some more violent

than others.

Fur-

ther i i i ra
implications are discussed. Supporting data and a bibliograph
phy

are provided.
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Hay, Jr., Richard A. and Richard McCleary
1979 "Box-Tiao Time Series Models for Impact Assessment: A
Comment on the Recent Work of Deutsch and Alt," Evaluation

Quarterly 3 (May): 277-314.

See entry under Deutsch and Alt (1977).
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HE080/78/0206/0100

Heaphy, John F.
1978 Police Practices. Washington, DC:. The Police Foundation.

The purpose of this study was to provide additional knowledge of
police working conditions and practices., Specifically, the report is
intended to provide the reader with a broéd statement of selected facets
of current administration and operational practices in the nation's larger
police departments. The General Administrative Survey of Police Practices
dates back to 1951 . This 1977 survey includes information on cities
whose population is over 250,000. A mail questionnaire was sent to 56

police departments and 50 questionnaires were returned. Analysis consists

~of presenting data showing the range (minimum and maximum) and median

of selected variables for each department and breakdowns are also shown

by geographical region and by various other city population characteristics.
Part One of the report containg per capita costs of policing and

the number of sworn officers per 1000 population. Data was presented

on the range and median values of police annual salaries, annual paid

vacation, paid holidays and sick leave. Also included were personnel

benefits of offices broken down by region of the country and size of

city. The éomposition and promotion of personnel including separate

breakdowns for women and minorities are included. In addition, data

on whether or not a department has or uses computers, the number of complaints

per 100 sworn officers and the number of unmarked units was reported.

Part Two contains relevant information for each individual depart-
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HEQ081/76/0800/0700

Heins, Marilyn, Roger Kahn, and Judy Bjordnal
1976 "Gunshot wounds in children." American Journal of Public
Health 64 (Aprilj: 326-330.

131 children with gunshot wounds were admitted to Detroit General
Hospital between 1962 and early 1971. The authors obtained information
on 80 of these cases and condﬁcted home interviews on 60. The data
indicated that the number of gunshot wounds in children increased
dramatically after 1967. Of the 80 victims, 71% were male and 677 were
black. Parents of victims were poorly educated and held menial jobs;
nedrly 50% of these homes were female~headed. Nineteen of the 42 guns
that could be identified were handguns. The owner of the gun was
usually the parent of the victim. The gun was typically kept loaded
in the parent's bedroom. About 80% of the guns seemed to come from
questionable sources. Thirty of the 80 cases vccurred during the winter;
Saturday wac the most popular day; the majority of the cases occurred
in the evening; about half of the cases occurred indoors; and in 70%
of the cases, there was no adult supervision of the children involved
at the time of shocting. Ten children died, 47 children recovered
completely, and 23 left the hospital with a disability. The authors
concluded that children are for the most part innocent victims of gun

availability.



HE082/75/0200/0500

Hewitt, J.D.
1975 "Multivariate Analysis of Legal and Extralegal Factors in

Judicial Sentencing,”" unpublished doctoral dissertation,
Washington State University, 193 pp.

A sample of 504 convicted adult felons is studied using both
causal modeling and path analysis techniques to determine the effects
of sex, race, socioecomonic status, and other variables on judicial
sentencing. Data were obtained from records of the King County Superior
Court, Seattle, Washington. The eight individual resource variables
considered were sex, race, age, marital status, education, socio-
economic status, work history, and dependents. Intervening variables
believed likely to mediate portions of the sentence were primary offense,
prior record, use of weapon or violence, number of j::itial charges,
bail, plea, probation, and prosecution presentence recommendations.
Analysis of the 504 offender records showed that only 5 of the individual
variables had statistical significance on sentence: sex, race, educa-
tion, work history, and dependents. Sex as a variable wag complicated

by the fact that females were less likely to have prior records, to be

convicted of offenses involving a weapon, or to be convicted of robbery.

Race as a variable had little direct effect, but was closely related

to the fact that nonwhites were more likely to have had prior criminal
records, were more likely to have used a weapon or violence, and were

more iikely to be convicted of robbery. Those with more education, a ;

s

better work history, or dependents were also less likely to have more
serious charges placed against them. Variables which appeared to be
most responsible for mediating the total effects were prior record,

use of weapon or violence, bail, and the prosecution and ptobation
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presentence recommendations. It was also found that while the prose-

cutor's re i
commendations for each sentence were significantly related

to tha '
t sentence, the probation presentence recommendation was signif-

ica jad
nt only for jail time and incarceration sentences. The problem of

sentenci i i
neing disparity is discussed. Recommendations for further research

are made.
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Hiett, Robert, Harrison Youngren, David Fruend, Jay Kennerly, William
Schonike, Hang Teng Wong, and Bryce W. Rucker
1969 "A study of the effectiveness of gun control advertising.'
Journalism Quarterly 46 (Autumn): 592-594.

This study attempted to test the hypothesis that gun control
advertisements alter subjects' attitudes toward gun control. A non-
random post-test only design was used for this study. Subjects were
students in six sections of an introductory sociology class at Southern
Illinois University. The experimental group (N = 86) consisted of
four of the sections and were showi. series of public service print and
television ads, including some'gun control materials. The control
group (N = 33) consisted of the remaining two sections and were shown
the same ads except that the gun control materials were excluded. Sub-
jects did not know they were participating in a gun control study.
Attitudes towards gun control were measured by a Likert-type scale.

The results indicated that exposure to pro-gun control advertisements

had no effect on the gun control attitudes of the subjects.

HIO084/76/0800/0100

Hindelang, Michael J.
1976 Criminal Victimization in 8 American Cities:
A Descriptive Analysis of Theft and Assault.
Cambridge, MA: Ballinger.

Hindelang detailed the history and development of victimiza-
tion surveys and described the results of the 1972 surveys of
8 American cities: Atlanta, Baltimore, Cleveland, Dallas,
Denver, Newark, Portland (Oregon), and St. Louis. He found
that across these cities there was similarity in the personal
characteristics associated with the risks of victimization and
in the characteristics of the incidents themselves (e.g., the
extent of reporting to the police, the nature and extent of
physical injury, amount of financial loss). However, the. levals
of victimization across the cities showed considerable variation.
Hindelang showed that the rates of victimization were closely
linked to characteristics of victims, more especially, age,

sex, marital status, family income, and race.

Hindelang has done some of the best analytical work to date with

victimization data, using victimization data to derive a theoretical
grounding to the probability of victimization. This book will
provide the reader a good review of the victimization survey
methodology, types of information gathered, and rationale for

survey questions, in addition to his descriptive analysis of

two types of incidents.
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Hindelang, M.J. and B.J. Ddvis
1977 "Forcible Rape in the United States —— A Statistical Pro-
file," in D. Chappell, et al., Forcible Rape —— The Crime,
the Victim, and the Offender. New York: Columbia Univer-
sity Press.

Aspects of forcible rape are examined based on data obtained froﬁ
a victimization study, Offender-Based Transaction Statistics (OBTS),
and national offense, arrest, and parole data. The authors stress the
lack of a definitive 