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INTRODUCTION 

This report is a statistical description of the characteristics 
of releases to the street from the Massachusetts Department of 
Correction during 1977. The tables which follow contain information 
on present offense variables, personal background characteristics, 
criminal history variables, furlough participation and release 
variables for all inmates released to the streets from Massachusetts 
Correctional Institutions. These tables were derived from the 
computerized data base developed by the Correction and Parole 
Management Information System (CAPMIS) and produced by the Research 
Unit of the Department of Correction on the Massachusetts State 
College Computer Network (MSCCN). 

In reading the tables in this report the reader should note 
the following: (1) the releasee population is divided according to 
institution released from, (2) the top number in each cell represents 
the number of individuals who fall in the corresponding category 
in the table, and (3) the bottom number in each cell represents 
the percentage of the number of individuals in a particular category 
to the total number of releases from that institution (column percents). 
This report is di vide_d into 2 sections. The first section lists the 
specific. non-pre-release institutions and combines the pre-release 
facilities into one category. The second section lists the specific 
pre-release facilities and combines the non-pre-release institutions 
into one category. For example upon referring to Table r on page4 , 
court from which committed is presented and the following types of 
information can be obtained: 

(1) The total number of individuals broken down by institution 
released from is presented horizontally across the head 
of the table. 

(2) The specific courts are labeled and presented vertically. 

(3) Of the 1193 individuals released during 1977, 126 were 
released from Mcr Walpole. 

(4) Of the 126 releases from Walpole 4 (3%) were originally 
committed from Barnstable Superior Court. 
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SECTION I-SPECIFIC NON-PRE-RELEASE INSTITUTIONS 
PRESENT OFFENSE VARIABLES 
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RELEASE VARIABLES 
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SECTION II-SPECIFIC PRE-RELEASE INSTITUTIONS 
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. GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

A. Framingham is a co-educational 
facility 

B. S'.E.C.C. is Southeastern 
Correctional Center 

C. Other includes Lemuel' Shattuck 
Hospital, Reception Diagnostic 
Center, Bridgewater State Hospital 
and the Sexually Dangerous 
Persons Treatment Center. 

D. T.H.P. is Temporary Housing 
Project 

E. BOSP/METAC Boston offenders Services 
Program and Mayor's Employment 
Training Advisory Council are 
funding sources 

Court From Which Committed 

Municipal Courts are lower courts 
of Suffolk County i 

I B. District Courts are lower courts 
~f all other counties 

/~um Sentence 

Indeterminate sentences are 
sentences without a minimum term. 
Parole eligibility is d~termined 
by the Parole Board Regulations 

Present Offense 

The most serious charge is listed 
if an individual is committed 
for more than one offense 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Present Offense - Drugs 

Class A includes heroin and 
morphine 

Class B includes cocaine, opium, 
amphetamines and barbituates 

Class C includes hallucinogens 

Class D includes marijuana 

Class E includes other pres
cription drugs 

Known Drug Use 

This data is based on information 
obtained from the probation 
department report prepared on each 
indiyidua1·. A' pers.on is described 
as a drug user if he/she 

(1) describes himself/herself as 
one or 

(2) has had arrests for narcotic 
offenses 

Number of Prior House of Correction 
Incarcerations 

County incarcerations have a 
maximum sentence length of 2-1/2 
years 

.-", 

A~;~-atF~rsf Drug and Drunk Arrests 
./ . ./ 

//Not app1icab,,~e means never arrested 
for such offenses 

Furlough Outcomes 

A. Successful: returned to DOC 
facility within the designated 
numberbf. hours without any 
difficulties 
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'GLOSSARY OF TERl-$ 

Furlough Outcomes (continued) 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Late Under: returned to DOC 
\facility within 2 hours after. 

t,he designated time of return 
\\ ' 

La\eover: declared escape, 
ret~rned to DOC facility volun
tarily within 24 hours of the 
design.ated time of return 

\ . 
\ 

Escape: Qec1ared escape, did not 
return voluntarily within 24 
hours of t~e designated time of 
return 

Arrest: arrested while on 
furlough 

F. Other: returned with contraband 
or under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs or sus
picion thereof 

Time Served 
/'"' /' 

This is the time beto/e~ the date 
of q::-e1ease to the s,treet .and the 
most recent co~;:t:"rnent ~ate 
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