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Del 2.4% de indiferentes el 31.6% exigi6 pena de nruerte, y e1 resta no castiga. 

Del 73.4i '~ue cendeno e1 acto, se ebtuve 1a siguiente exigencia de apl:i.caclon de 

tratMli~ntq,::: A!;," t • ~ 

Semeter a custedia 

Reprimenda ante etres 

Rep~~~da, ante etres y semeter a custedia 
.::' 

Ob1:iga;cion de teparar el dafie cal,lsade, , 

Obligacion de~ '~eparar e1 daf5e causadq y someter a 9lstodia 'I • 

Ob1igaci6D: "d,e: repara! ~~ dan? Gaus.a~o. y repriIpen~ ~te~otI'Rs 
Ref~r~n 131, GagO a1 j~zg~do 
Delten<;.!on por largo tiempo ~ 

Es~\l~:j.ar elf" problema 

Tra..tamiento asistencial ". 
Reprimenda aJlte etres y referir e1 case a1 juzgado 

.I.. () ) 

No castiga n 

<) 

0.2% 
o 1.2% 

.' -". ~ , 

, u 2.}% 
• <' ~.! 

,2. 7~ 
i4.5%' 

9.4% 
! .• ~ .',... 

so,9f. 
S.7% 

,4.4% 
1.0% . 

D .. 2% 
,', ., .; 

9.0% 

, ' , . 

Entre ~i 22.4\'qtl~den6 to~te. se obtuvo· la asignacioo de'los sigUientes 

t'ratanuMtas';; .. , ... i . .' '; ... ;, ,- : 

o 

<';1 D 0 

Semetera custodia y reprimenda ante etres 

ObLigaci6n de reparar e1 dane causado , 

Ob:lrjgacion d~ reparar e1 dane ca~ad9 ¥ ~ometera custodia 

Obl.;igacion ,de reparar e1 'dano ,causado y r~primenqa" ante etros 
.- . , " '" 

Re:l;erir elgtse al juzgado .-

Detep,cion per largo tiempo 

Estudiar e1 problema 

Tratamiento asistencia1 

"No castiga 
'0 

<I; 

() (\', 

, "', 

,2.2% 
~ ""; 

7'.3% 

14 .• 0% 
5S.9% 

,) ' . 

5 .. 6% 
0:6% 
3.9% 

, \. t .. ' ", 

Reaq:i6~ em6cfena1: Los fun6i6riarios del 'cen:cejo"Mlniicipal~'malgastaren'gr~parte 
del presupueste en ebras inuti1es e improductivas. .EUes no. teniari'preparad.:6n~:pf!:. 

1'a 'adml.histl'ar. ': , ~ 

Tal acto. anlerito per p;:~te' d~i prt1:ii'tce: Un ,0; 5% d~ apre'bacfon·total, ~ t ~O% de' 

apr~ba:ti6n,Un '3;~0%. d~ indifetentia,un,,'7V,;S,% de ·cbndeIl5i, pn <17 .. 5,~~d~'Coll~~n,~,~e-." 
tal y tID. '0. 3% de nerespuesta. ." 

'" r 

\'.' 

c 

1 

' 

~··i 

El 0.5% qt1e'aprebo tetalmente, exigi6 tratar cdn: 

Someter a custedia 

Repriwendaante etres 

II 

.: Ii 
Ob1igaci6n dereparar e1 4,afio y semeter a' ~tustedia 

El 1.0% que aprobo, se prommcio per tratar con: 

Someter a pJstedia 

, " ,~~p~imendq.,.an:te" e~res,,~ 

'i 
i 

, ' 
I 

/1 
JI 

, 50.0% 

25.0% 

25 • .0% 

12.5% 

:50.0% 
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Ob1igaciop; derep~rar.,el·,da.ije causado, 
o=-,.:;:P : I 

. ,if 

,Pbli&~c;ion,. de!eparar e1 da~e causade y sc:meter' a custedia 
"! '.'.' '", ...~ • '" < ~ q. f ' " '. ' .,' ;. ,,: ~,. : 

castiga. 

" E1 77.8% de'les que cendenaren exigieren apficar; 

Reptimenda ante etres 

Rep~imenda ante'otres y'someter acustedj;a 
Obligaci6n de reparar' e1 dane causade ' 

Obligacion de reparar e1 dane causadoy iSemeter a custedia 
,~ 

,-

Ob1igacion de repaI:ar el dano causado y reprimenda ante etres 
Referir e1 case a.l juzgac1e' 

Detencion, per largo tiempo 
PeIiade nruerte ' 

Estudiar e1prob1ema 
Oriental' 

Tra~amiente asistencia1 
No castiga 

E1 17.5% tle 10.5 que cendenaren tetalmente",,:selecciena:ren; " 
, .: G . . _ 

Someter a custodia 

Reprimenda arite'otros 
p.epr~enaa~·ante,01:I·Qs·y,'isdmetera: distedia ' 

'Obiigacion de reparar ei elane catlsade ' 

1~.5%. 

12.5% 

4.5% 

4.3%'. 

10.1% 

51.'0% 

7.4% 

15.0% 

'o.2i 
0.5% 

1.3% 

'0, 2%~ 

0.3% 
5, 3%' ~ 

" 8.6% 
'Q~li¥aGion de reparar e1 dafter causade y semeter a custediae '35.7% . 

ObJi~ac.i6n de reparar el dane cau.~ado y reprimenda'Mte otros 9.S%
Re£erir e1 c~e al, juzgade 25.0%' 

I 
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Estudiar e1 problema -, averi~ar;la.-~ '. caU$as·c: 
Orientar 
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Tratamiento asistencial 

No castiga 
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0.7% .r, 
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Reaccion' ~tnotiomil : Un empleado pUblico reeibe dinero de parlifulares:a cambio 
de realiza.i~onmas rapidez servicios por lo$~q~; no' haY' que'\pagar.' ',-

, ... \' ~: • 'i, j ~~ .:;~. ,,:1 :. ... ,i1t{:i'! '.< "". ~, .':. ~ ,{} "i ,_, 'r ' "f' 

'Ante esta conducta, encoIttramos queel 6.1% aprobo, e16.6% me iridiferentes, e1 . 

(ll. M,conaenq ,:.ekr13 .. 9,% condeno" totaltnente . y.' elI. 8l ~lO respondio al, ~cto.,: 
o· 

HI. 6.1% que aprobo: e1 as:to exigio aplicar: 

,,») , Someter il a custodia .. , 
~ '. c· 

Oblj;gac~on de repal'ar '. e1 dano causado ' OJ 

Obligacion de reparar el·'dafiO'causado.y sometfer.~ a.,. ql?tod;ia,·· 
I.Pena.de, muerte,," ' .. 

~~ 

No :castiga ;.; },J ~ 

joI', • .:." ' .. ~.~~ '>.~; .'.' ,"" .':' .~ '.ro ,"'~ '?, ,-' {' r", '.,. "" ~ 

E1 6.6%t;le . .los quese declararon indifereJites, se1ecciono:, 
"~ • !, -- "P 

Someter a custodia 
, ; 

Referlr e1 caso' .;a1 juzga,do 
() 'z., ,~,::;.'?::, " 

Pella .de muerte 

No:castiga 
-or , 

jj e:. ':.::.: .f..'" 

o 

El 71.6% de los enCllest~dos que condenaron se1ecciono: 
~f £ =;;: 

Reprimenda ante o'f;::ros' ';.c ;, 

. '. 73:'5%' 

2,.0% 
6 .• .1%" , 

:; ,l-.~;' 

16.~% .. . . 
2.0% ' 

1.9% " 
" ,;1.9%, 

i, . . (,' 

, . 

. 18.9%:, 

'1.7.4%,' 

2;1% 

Otorgamiento de ciertos"pr:i:v:tleg'ios,;t ,i! ,< 3.8% ':; 

Obligacion de re.parar '~1 dano causado f' ,11~9,~ .. n 

Qbligacion dereparare1 dafi.ocausado~y someter a~:todia'44.,~~,' 
Obligacion de reparal' e1 elano ~us~do Yl:'eprimen9a .ante~tros ~a .6%. 

ReiepJr e1 caso a1 juzgado 
Pena<~e lllUerte ':t21/;l , 

Estgdiar ,.e~ lp.rC]J),~~m~' 
.' "0. , • 

Trat~.ento as~stenc1a1 

" ), . 

o 

I 
I 

.~ , 

, 'I 

I, 

----~---~----..- -----------------...,.-------.~--.--------, - '-

o 

r; 

';'.' '.'-"""-., .. 
. ~ 

No caStiga 

El 13.9% de infonnantes que condeno tota1mente, eligio: 

" 0 

Rrprimenda ante otros 

'Reprimenda ante otros y someter a custodia 
obligacio1J, de repara; e1 . dano' causado " 

Obligacien de l'eparar e1 dano causado y someter.acustodia 

Obligacion de reparar e1 dano causado y reprimenda ad~eotros 
Referir el caso a1 juzgado 

Estudiar e1 problema. averiguar las causas 
No castiga 

o 

fI,] 

o 

o ',' 

() 

0.9% 

0.9% 

7.2% 

45.9% 
07.2% 

-·28.8% 

6.3% 

1.8% 

a 
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SUMMARY 

1. Th:l's report summarises 67 cases of homicide (61 
murder arid 6 non-negligent manslaughter) and 

". 1259 of sedous assault committed in South Australia 
during the three years ending 31st December, 
1980, ~nd reported to the police. 

() 

2. The rate of murder and non-negligent manslaughter 
in' South, A1:!stralia for the year end,ed 30th June I 
1981 was 1.23 per 100,000 of the general population. 
This is low by Australian and world standards. 

3. 94% of the homicid'es_ were,e., cleared up by police. 

4. The annua~ incidence of murder in South Australia 
has shown no discernibl~ trend over the past 
decade. 

5. For every incident of homicide tn South Australia, 
~,_ there are approximately, six ,suibides, and£o' fourteen 

road trafficfteaths ." ;:;" 

6,. 

, ~7. 

,} 

Approx~matery half of all murders and attempted 
murders recorded during,tht'lJ three y,~ar period 
were committed with 'firearms.. - '". 

@ :.- ,;? 
23% of all mUrde~\~ictims were wives or female 
de-factos kilYed ~y their male p~rp&,)ers. 

8. Only 9% of alT homicides were committed by stran,gers 
to the victim.· ,Mari tEl-I, de-facto, or' intimate 

., relationship.~ gave rise to 39%,: pfall homicides; 
otPler family ties provided the context for an 

9,' 

addi ti.ona! 15%. 'Q 

Yi 

o 

Sixty percent of homicide"'victims C!.nd an estimated 
90% of homiCide 6ffehders/suspects Were male. 

,,1' 

:;:"" 

Ji." 

oG· 

10. 

12. 

o 

l j 
If 

1/ 

Aborig,:i;nal people comp~fl5ed approximately 13% 
of homicide offenderisuspects and at least 10% 
of homicide victims; missing data, however, prevel!ted 
a more accurate estimate,. 0 

Approximately 25% of, those charged with homicide, 
and 40% of those charged with non-fatal assaults - ,) 

wer~ uriemplqy~d at the time of the offence. , 

Local Government Areas in" the Adelaide Statistical 
Division which had the highes~ rates of long 
term unemployment, tended to have the highest 
rates of serious assault both in dwellings 
and in pubH·c places. 

_ 0 ~ a 

13~' The report concludes. with,;ecommendations for 
reducing the level of violence in South Australian 
~6ciety. 
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ii. 
o 

PREFACE 
o 

The subjects of this study-. are homicide and serious 
assault, issues of part~~ular coqpern, both to. the 
publi'c and to the Government of South 'Australia« 

Despite the fact that homicides" i~ par-'ticular, tend 
to be accorded extensive inedia attenti.on, ptiblicknowledge 
of fata,landnon-'-fatal assaults and their .surrounding / 
circumstances is inadequate. 

This report is one of ,a series of special r.esearch 
reports produced by ·theOffice of Crime st.a:tisti:cs. 
It is intended to enhance pUblic awareness about the \';) 
offen~es of homicide and the more seriousnon;.:.sexual 
assaults, their v;ictims ,a~d the manner, inwhic9persons 
charged, with the .offencesare dealt with in the South 
Australian criminal ju~ticesystem. 

The report was .prepE;lred,with the generous assistance 
of the 'S.OutthAustralian Police -Department .:Particular 
thanks are ·due'toFred <Richardson and to'L/iiuraLeach, 
Specia'lprojects ,Section, Police H.e?-~quar,ters. Computer 

·programm:illg 'and data analysis were done ,Qy.,'N .• 'S .•. Koshnitsky, 
. Si?a;tis,ti:c'i:an,!~rfi'ce 'QfCrimeStatistics. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTION 

This report summarises 67 cases of homicide and 1259 
cases of serious assault committed in South Australia 
.during the tqreeyearsended 31st December, 1980, 
and coming" to the attention of the police. 

;; 

An incident formd~signed especially for this study 
(reprinted in Appenciix I of this report) was completed 
for each known victim by personnel of'M3 Division 
at Police Headquarters. In. cases where the allegeq 
offender was identified, police personnel completed 
a det:endant's background form as well (reprinted In 
Appendix II). The data were then placed on a computer 
file and analysed. 

Q 

Any "study which involves the coding, storage and retrieval 
of large amounts of data is subject to some errors. 
The data on which this report is based were checked 
by police personnel,and subsequently by the Offfce 
of Crime Statistics. Additional caution was exercised 
in formulating the interpretati9ns and generalisations 
which appear below. . 0" 

Slight discrepancies may exist between the yearly 
totals reported here, 'and those published in other 
reports. These arise from the fact that tl;1e pres'ent 
report is based on the date of the offeqces themselves 
and not the date at which the offences were reported, 

'," .. '~~ .. 
to or recorded byp~~cefl' '0 

. . k"/ . t' • db' f Chapter II of tJ.~LS repor prov~ es a r~.e.' summary 
of the' law of+~omicide'and serious assault in South 
Australia, arid specifies those offences under review. 
Chapter III reviews some of the processes by which 
an assault incident is transformed into an assault 

,. 

.1 

.... 

" 

\ 

1. 

st8:tistic, and discusses some 01' the problems involved 
in comparing assault statistics over :time and across 
jurisdictions. It then describesctrends in South Australian 
homicide rates since World War 'II, and compares rates 
ov.er the past decade with those from other Australian 
States and Territories. Recent statistics available 
frorrf a variety of overseas jurisdictions are also 
presented. Another table presents ra,tes of serious 
assault .in South Australia, and insofar as is possible, 
compares them with rates .from other Australian 
jurisdictions over the past 15 years. 

Chapt'er IV summarises the known background circumstances 
of homicide and assault incidents occurring in South 
Australia during the three years under review, including 
such items as victim-off,end~r relationship, premises 
of attack, time of occurrence, and nature of weapon 
employed, if any. • 
Chapter V describes.,the basic demographic cliaracteristics 
of homicide and assault victims, j)including age, race, 
gender, and nature of injury sustained. 

Chapter VI describes those persons alleged to have 
committed the offences described in earlier chapt,ers, 
including their;' previ,9us criminal his·tory,- and bail 
or parole,statu~ at, the time of the alleged offe~~e. 

Chapter VII reviews the clear-up of recorded offences, 
then summarises the outcome of those criminal charges 
which were laid. 

h. 

Chapter VIII reviews possible approaches to the prevention 
anct"cbntrol .of violence in South Australian soc;:iety. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE LAW OF HOMICIDE AND ASSAULT IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

The law of homicide in South Australia is based upon 
the common law, and upon the Criminal Law' Consolidation 
Act, 1935-1976. Criminal homicide in South Australia 
may ,9i? classified as ei thermurder: or manslaughter. (1) 
For a killing to be defined as murder, it must be 
committed intentionally, .or at least have, resulted 
from ancact deliberately done for ,the purpose of 
inflicting serious injury. Homicides c,ommi tted, in , 
the course of a robbery or sexual assault a'lso constitute 
murder, even when the element of premeditation'is 
lacking. Homicides committed with'reckless·indifference 
to the causing of death or 'serious injury may also 
be c,harged as murder. Section 1.1 of tl?e Criminal Law 
Consolidation Act prescribes that a person convicted 
of murder shall be imprisoned for life. 

,. 
Attempted murder is punishable by a maximum of life 
imprisonment. An attempted murder need notOcause a.fly 
injury to the victim, but it must involve,the essential 
element of intent to kill. 

Manslaughter, on the other hand, isa kil'ling where 
,the element of premedi tat~on is lacking.' It may be 
voluntary, such as when death results from a fight 
in the heat of the moment, or when "Jexcessi ve force 
is employed in self defence. Death arising unintentionally 
from the acts or omissions of a person may also be . 
de:fin~d as ;nanslaughter, depending on the degree of' '0 ' 

negligence ,on the part of the victim or offenoer. 
Section 13 of the Criminal Law Consolidation Act 

. prescribes that a person convicted of manslaughter 
may be sentenced to a maximum li1:erm of" lifeimJ)risonment. 

u' 

:-;, 
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r. Preceding page blank i 3. 
~""-"""'''''' __ ''-'''''-'--'-_3_'',,"_ ... __ ._" .... _, __ .~~_ ~_.~' 

The off.ence of assault involves any application of 
physical force against a person, or the use of words 
or gestures intended to threaten the use of such force .. 
Words ut.tered or gestures made with reckless., indifference 
to their consequell,ces may-also constitute assault. 

Because the 'definition of assault is so broad, it 
has long be'en customary to cl13.ssif'y assaults according 
to their severity. The basic types of assault according 
to South Australian law are as follows: 

, . 51 
Wounding with intent to db grievous 'bodily harm includes 
the. intentional infliction of a serious injury such', 
as a stat> wound, the loss of an eye, ·!2.or teeth. It CO 

also includes shoot~.ng at a person, even if no wound 
is actually inflicted. An"'essential element of this 
offence is the specific intent to maim, disfigure, 
or disable. q,ectiori 21 of the Criminal Law Consolidation 
Act providesthat'a person convicted of this offence 
may ,be sentenced to a ,omaximumterm of><life imprisonment. 

Where injury sufficient to be defined as grievous 
bodily harm is. inflicted, but the element· of delib'erate 
intent to inf'lict such serious injury is not apparent, 
the offence is termed malicious wounding or inflicting 
grievous' bodily harm. Sect~on 23 of i;,h.e Criminal Law 
Consolidation Act .,makes this offence punishable by 

" imprisonment notp-to exceed three years. d 
, ,'.1 

Assault occasioning actual bodily harm involves the' 
infliction of a minor injury such asa split lip pr 
broken tooth. This offence is punishable under Section 
40 .of' the Criminal Law Consolidation Act by imprilSonment 
not .exc:eeding three years. 
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The least serious form ::J1f assault in South Australia 
is called collirnon assau1!L ,This ,offence involves no 
signific~nt injury to tl~e victim, or any otb~r' feature' 
(such .as the use of a \\!~apon) whicn would be regarded 
as an aggravating e1em~ht. Indeed ,lTier'e words or gestures 
of a' threatening nature I may suffice :to constitute 
common assauJ;t.. The ma~!imum penalty for common assaulot 
is imprisonment for ~njEI ~ear. 

spe. cia1. prov.:~sions of. lhe . criminal law cover .a.ssaUl ts 
on police officers. Se~tion .. 6 of the Police Offences 

1 • 

Act provides, a maximumlof Ohe year imprisonment for 
a person convicted of;9.ssau1 ting a member of the Police 
Department. :It should libe noted that persons who inflfct 
bodily ha:rm to a police officer are liable to be charged 
wi th one ~f the above Jrfrorms of aggravated assault, 
depending upon the deEl'ree of injury inflicted. 

R,~aders seeking a morll deta~led 'discussion of the 
law Of. hom .. ie .. i.de and a.l~sau1 .. t in South Australia S.hOU1d 
begin with the Crimin~l Law and Penal Methods Reform 
COIlin'litte~ dlf South Auhra.lia, Fourth Report: The"' 
Substan;tlvEiCriminai Law (Adelaide: Goverhment Printer,· 

. 1977) 'Cnap1iei- 2.' . I ... . 
! I . ' 

R~source l;priitatiOriS /precluded an exhaustive survey 
.. of all assi,au1 t incid jnts reaching the attentton of' ,.~ 

police. CO;,verage of j~hiS r:eport is limited to the 
. more s-aver.le acts of ?om~~ige and assault, and excludes 

such matt~'rs as causing death or injury by dangerous 
driving ,sind common kssaul t.. . ' 

~h~:r:fenc'es summarif!sed. i~ this re~~rt are listed 
'. 1n 'Tab~~ 1. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

Murder 

Manslaughter 

Attempted Murder 

Grievous Bodily Harm 

Actual Bodily Harm 

rJ· 

TABLEl 
\\ 

HOMICIDES AND SERIOUS ASSAULTS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIAN LAW 

OFFENCE 

Q 

Murder 

Manslaughter (other than by 
driving) . 

Attempted Murder 

Wounding with intent to do, 
grievous bodily harm 

Using explosives with ,intent 
to do grievous bodily harm 

Choking or stupefying to, 
commit crime '.\ 

. \. 1/ 

D~alic. ~ously Administei~ng Poison 

Inflict grievous bOdily\harm 

Assault occasioning 
bodily harm 

Administer Poison 

Cause bodily injury py 
e:x:plosives 

MAXIMUM PENALTY 

Life Imprisonment 
(Mandatory) . 

Life clmprisonment 
l~ 

(,-:! 
~! 

Life . Imprisonment 
c 

Life ~mprisonment 
D 

Life Imprisonment 

Life Imprisonment 

Ten Years Imprisonment 

Three Years Imprisonment2 

4~ 

Three Years Imprisonment2 

Three Years Imp~~sonment 

CRIMINAL LAW 
CONSOLIDATION 
ACT. SECTION" 

o 

s.l1 

s~13 

,~~ , 

s.18 

s.21 

s.3? 

s.25 

8.26 

s.23 
0 

s.40 

s.27 

Three YeCirs Imprisonment s.31 
• \9 

~j r. \. \ 

H 
~_. ~ .... "_---:--__ ~---.;". __ ---~\ " _.""~ _ _ .,r:, 

. fIn:t:; ~ 

t,l;' 

fJ" < " (.I- ,,~ ~'. a ~ 

1< " 

'" 
.0 

OFFENCES COMMITTED 
1ST JANUARY 1978 -
30TH DECEMBER 1980 

5. 

AND RECORDED BY POLICE 

61 

':; 

'6 ;:,.,' 

40 ~ 

56 
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2 

2 o 

37 

1116. 
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NOTES ~,. 
o -

1A homicide may be regarded a~ other thari' ,~ criminal 
matter,depending upon the circumstances. For example, 
a killing may be justifiable when committed to prevent 
the occurrence of a serious crime, or when committed 
in self defence. It may be regarded as excusable 

'when it results from :he Vi~ misadventure~ 0 

2At the time of publication (ovember, 1981) the South ", 
Austral.ian Government was .cn~~idering amendments . 
to the Criminal Law Consolidation. Act which woul"d 
increase the maximum penalties for certain offences. 
With 'the enactment of these proposed amendments, 
conviction under Sections 23 and 40 would be punishable 
by imprisonment not. exceeding five years ,( eight years 
in cases where .. victims were under twelve years of 
age) • 
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CHAPTER, III. 

RATES AND TRENDS OF HOMICIDE AND SERIOUS ASSAULT IN 
COMPARAT,IVE PERSPECTIVE 

Comparisons reported in the following pages should" 
be interpreted with great caution, as they may be 
jeopardised by inconsistencies from one jurisdiction 
to another and within a given jyrisdi'ction over tl.me. 
The inconsistencies .j:n question are of two general, 

\) types -" indentificat{o-n and definition. ' . 

< 

Because of the severity of the off.ence, among o;ther 
reasons, the percentage of all homicides which reach 
the attention of the police is greater than for most 
other crimes. Neverthele~,s,' there remain a few incidents 

''''''\lfhich are never di.scovered ,oth'ers which'only come 
to the attention of the police after a consideI"able '" 
period of time has elapsed, and others sti'll which 
do reach official attention, but in which the cause· 

.. of death may not be det:ftrmined with certainty. 

The initial police assessment of the circumstances·' 
surrounding a homicide may be based on fragmentary 
information; only after prolonged investig~tion might 
the presence (or absence) ot:'premeditation be determined. 
Mor~Dver, the q,uantity and quaE ty of .evidence required 
to lay a charge'of murder 'or attempted murder may 
vary from time to t.ime and .from place'to" place. 

Statistical accf~tinti:ng practices may further inhibit 
'comparison: Some=-'jurisdictions may' rep.or"t"combined 
totals oft murder and attempted murder, whilst others 
might combine murder .and m.:mslaughter, grouping attempted 
murder wi th seri~);ls assaul Ul. Some jurisdictions ;include 
infanticide with murder: others record ;it separately. 
Manslaughter Bategories may include deaths caused 
by negligent driv:ing- or they may not. 
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a . ' .(. 
Comparisons,of assault rates and tren.ds may also be 
jeopardised by inc~nsistencies of identification and 
definition. Many assaults, particularly those where 
'no physical injury is inflicted, are never r.eported 
to the polic;:~. Assaults committed by relative,S and 
acquaintanc(J,s<ilre also les~ likely to be reported 
than are tho-s'e" ~uffer'ed at the hands' of strangerG. (> 

Whilst police departments have definitional standards 
to permit classification of an assault according to 
degrees of severi ty ~ the decision ~s" not always clear 
cut. Neither the intent of the offender nor the degree' 
of injury '. inflicted maybe consistently obvious., 

u 

o 
" Moreov,er, the definitional standards themselves may 
o change. Beginning in~973 for example, the Victoria 

Polic,e narrowed their definition of serious assault. "(I) 
" 

By contrast, in 1979 the Northern Territor\y Police 
widened 'their definition of serious assault. The ~ffects 
of these changes will be clearly visible in Table'" 
5 belOW. 

Because of these' subtleties of identification and 
definition, the data repoX5ted in the tabl,es and graphs 
on the fbI-lowing pages can not be expected :to portray' 
homiCide and assault rates and trends with perfect 
accuracy. They sAould, however,present a reasonaple 
'refl~ction 'of general patterns and trends. ,. 

The South ' Australian data have been checked, insofar 
as possible, to protect against di'stortionattributable 
to changes in definition and accounting. The absence 
of any marked discontinuities in the South Australian 
data series provides some reassurance of their integfity. 
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Ii 
Quality control of interstate and overseas data necess-
·arily remained' the responsibility of .the source agenc;~~s., 
the original .collators df these data • Despite the 
.precautions taken by the Office of Crime Statistics 
. and. by these other organisations, comparisons o'f' South 
Austral,ian data with those from other jurisdic.tions 
must theref,prebe regarded .as suggesti v.e rather than' D 

defini tive. -,.~. . 
-'-;C. :) 

In co-operation with" 'thevari ous poE ce . departments 
throughout Austral'la,the"Au~tra1ian Bprea:u ;i'of Statistics 
ha~l recently deviseq a uniforrn~~sy~te.m of ~e1~ining 
an9 classifying offences. Future studies ,wil"l thus 
be1et:i't t:rom great~r compara?ility orc,data,' . 

Tr/~nds in South Australian. Homicide, Since World "War ;11 
1/ . . .' . " 5{ 

F~~ure 1 shows annual rates of murder/attempted murder . 
a:ritd manslaughter -known to police in South Austraid.a "" 
ftLom 1st JuJ,..y, 19'43 through 3

0
0thJime, 1981. 'The .rates 

-~ave been adju,sted to include seven murders'cpmm:tttEt,d 
-rlhr.i·ng 1976-7, ;which only ·cameto ;the attehtton .of 
4Ftiliee·,ear1;y .i:r?: ·.1979. ~'~h~-,Tlates ,do ,:not":-ref'7-ec:t ~geatns 

ohoaused 'bynegl~gen:tdr~vl.ng. ,,' , 
. ':::Ir: ." <..i ' 

,.\ 

FiguI'e 1 illustrates that thereh'as'been som~ ·Year 
to yearf'luc.tuation around a.;slight ·up'~ar.? tz,end in ' 
hpmic~de. ' 
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FIGURE 1, HOMICfDE KNOWN TO POLICE IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 
Annual Rates per 100000 population 1 st July' 943~ 30th June' 981 
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Recent Quarterly Variations in South Australian Homicide 

~ 
Figure 2 shows the number of murders and attempted 
murders coming to th~·attentionof the police in South 
Australia. on a quarterly basis from . .1st October, 1970 
through. 30th ,June, 1.98.1., These. represent total offences, 
and. are notwe~ghted by population. They have been . 
adjusted to account for the actual dateof,qccurrence 
of the seven murders alluded to above,b]ft' delays . 
in the reporting and recording of other offences may " 
have introduced some slight inaccuracies.' The totals 
do not include m#,nslaughter. As thisflgure illustrates, 
the known .. inc;TIt~nce of murder and att1.1rnpted murder 

, -4"" . 

Ibas' r~mained fairly stable over: thede.cade, with no 
con I istent upward or downward trends visible. 
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Homicide, Suicide, and Road Traffic Fataaities in 
South Australia 

Table 2 shows recorded deaths from homi'cide, suicide, 
and road traffic accidents in South Australia for 
~ach calendar year from 1970 through. 1980. These totals 
reflect the date. of 'recording and not necessarily 
the period in which the death actual~y occurr~d. The 
table suggests that for every death arising from ~omicide 
or injury purposefully' inflicted by other persons 
'iIi South Australia, there were approximately six,c.suicides 
and fourteen road traffic deaths. " 
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Preceding page b~ank 13. 
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TABLE 2 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 

DEATHS R~CORDED 1970-1980 

d' 

YEAR ENDING ROAD 
31ST DECEMBER HOMICIDE SUICIDE TRAFFIC 

DEATHS 
" .( 960-969 ) i!; (950-959)* (810-$29)* 

1970 28 138 354 

1971 22 122 301 

1972 ,. ii 17 127 293 

1~73 8 121 304 

·1974 23 134 384 

1975 18 149 331 

1976 22 146 296 

19'(7 24 129 328 
J) 

() 

1978 27& 155 297 

1979 ~7 179 302 

1980 28 145 280 
~)m 

TOTAL 244 1,545 3470~ 

Q 

, 
* Standard World Health Organi~ation Classification 

, (;'. 

SOUrce': Australian Bureau of Statistics: 
Causes of Death 1970,...1980 
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14. 

Homiel.de Deaths in Australian states and Territories 
m 

Table '3 shows the annual number arid rate' per 100, abO 
population of deaths from homicide for each of the 
states and Territori~s of Australia from 1968 to 1980. 
These 1:otalsref'lec-t the date of recording ,and not 
necessarily the period in which the death actually 
0apurred. South Australian rates do not appear signifi
cantly Clifferent from the national average. 
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DECEMBER 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972' 

1973 

1974 
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01975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

'.::1979 ' 
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TABLE 3 
TOTAL DEATHS - HOMICIDE AND INJURY p'(JRPb~!:!FU~~!:~.LICTED BY OTHER PERSONS 

STATES AND TERRITORIES" OF AUSTRALIA 

RATES PER 100 I 000 POP'ULATION196 8-19.80 

NSW VIC OLD 

76 49 " 27 
(1.75) (1. 48) (1.57) 

52 30 031 
, (1.18) (0.89) ;", (1.76) 

69 
(1.53) 

48 ~3 
(1.40) ~ (1.29) 

87 56 25' 
0(1.33) (1~86) (1.59) 

SA 

14 . 9 
o~ :(1.25) (0.99) 

13 8 
, (1.15) (0.84) 

28. 8 
(2.42) (0.81) 

22 
0(1.86) 

16 .', 
(1.54) 

TAS 

'5 
(1. 32) 

8 
(2.0,8) 

,8 
(2.07) 

8 
(2.05) 

NT AC'+ AUSTRALIA 

10 0 190 
(14.88) II 0-' (1.59) 

9 2 153 "\1;" 
(12.43) (1.65) ~ (1.25) 

6 O. 190 
(7.69)"9 - (1.53) 

8 6 ' ,228 
(8.71) (4.12) (.1.77) 

15. 

"72 52 46 
(1.52) (1. 46) , (2.38) 

17 
(1.42) 

.~;S 6 
(1.40} ~ (1. 53) 

8 • ~ 219 . 

. (8~I!-J~_1f'-+--,-,,-'<'i_,._90,,-, )-+_".,..' ~_(1_. _67_) __ ""';0'--'li 

9 ;;'0., 3 253 

66 
(1.37) 

o 93 
" " (1.90),', 

83 
U.,68)' 

88 ',"" 

in 

(1. 76) 

(1. 72) 

l> 0, 

58 
(1.60) 

80 
0(2.18) 

o 48 
(1.29) 

53 
(1.42) 

65 .•. ' 

(1.72). 

49 
(1. 29) 

59 
,(L~4)' 

a 

55' 
(2.77) 

41 
(2.01) 

·55) 
(2.61) 

49 
.(2.30)., 

43 
(1.99) 

40 
(1.83) 

8 
&(0.66) 

l23 
(L86). 

18 ., 
(1.44) 

18 7 
(1.66) (1.77) 

22 
(1.97) 

22 
(1.92) 

25 
(2.14) 

3 ~ 

(0.76) 

8 
(1,98) 

10 
,(2.46)' 

21 ' .' 2l 
,(;1..88), (1.16) 

,5 
(1.22) 

27 
o (2.10·) 

27 
(2 •. 09) 

19 ' 
(1.56) 

9 
. (2.18) 

30 c 10 
(2.42,) I', Cf; 40) 

(9.22) (1.79) 

7 
(6.71) 

13 
,(14.55) 

23 
(22.69) 

a '. 0 

o 

2 
(0.99) 

242 

283 

20 3 ,'. 270 
(18.96) (1. 4~4::) J) ~' 

17 a 2' 254 
(15.12) I {0.93) G } 

1 ~ 

(0.45) 
"265 

(1. 89) 

(1. 78) 

(1. 631 

(1.92) 

(1. 79) 

(1. 84) 

, 

Source: Australian, Bureau of 
statisU'bs: 

Causes ~o~~:Jleat:h, 1968~l980 
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16. 

Contemporary Homicide Rates in International Perspective 

Table 4-f based pn ~tatistics from the World Heat th 
Organisation, sho",!s recent ratesOof reported murder 
and mansla).lghter for various overse;:lS jurisdictions. 

The tab-Ie does not include all of the nations of the 
world, . and is l~:ili ted to. those Jrroi:!l which' data were 
made. available to . the. W.H.O. The figures do not include 

, % • , '. , . . ' 

attempt.ed murder ,or dea,ths accidentally inflicted. 
o ,-.\ 

Dif'ferences in C!-ccQunting and report±ng pr~ctices' 
aside,. i,t may be;. inferred from these, d;:lta that tl;tere 
is wide varia,tion' in llomici'dal vl;olence from country 
to col~try. Latin American. natio~'s tend ;1:;0 have the 

. higl:lel~t" homicide rates, aZlcf • Wiestern European nati ons, 
the Ipwest. South Australia I S rate approximates the 
cAus.tr:~li~n average, which ranks among the' lowest in 
theworl'd. " i" 
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DEATHS 'BY HCMICIDE ANO INJ,URY PURPQSEFULL Y INFLICTED By/loTHER PERSONS 

Ii 0 ~ 1~ES "PER 100,000 POPULATION II \\ I 

,..-___ --~II_-,J-~ -'-__ --,-"ci.:(,II~ ___ ---,r-i1rf __ ---.----:;.....,.-_______ " '_' --r-~----r----_ 
COUNTRY \VEAR V 

El Sqlvacabr 

Nicaragua 

Thaila~d 

Colorrbia 

Puerto' Rico 

. Paragu~y '~ 
Northern 1 reland 

,Argentina' 

United ,States 

Venezuela 

Costa ,Rica 

Dominican,~ Re.public 
D" , 

Cuba 

Barbados 

Uruguay 

Martinique 

Canada " 

Bulgaria 

Hungdry 

Australia 

Singapor.e 

, 0 

o 

0, 

,0.::', 

1974 ' 

1977 

1978 

1975 

'1975 

1977 

1,977 

1977 

1977 " 

1977 

1977 

1977 

1977 

1,977 

197~, 

1975 

1977 

1977 

',1978 

c 1979 

1976 

RATE 

,,3:3-;0' ' 

30.0 

20.5 
18.4'" 

16. 1 

, 14.4 

14.3 

9.4 

c • 9.2 

8.6 

4.4 
4.2' 

3.9 

3.5 

2.9 

2.5 

2.4 
2.4 
2.2 

1.8 

t.6 

COUNTRY~ 
o 

Israel 

England, Wales and.Scc/Uand 

r" Austria 

;, Iceland 

Czechoslovakia 

Egypt 
! 

Fed. Rep. Germany! -, 

" 

.. I 

o 

South Australia 

Japan' 

New Zeqland 

Mauritius 

Swede!:) 

Ireland 

. France 

Belgium 
I 

Nether lands 

Switzerland 

Greece
o 

Norway 

Denmark 

Sy'da '" 
v" 

,'I, . 

'Q 

'"II 
" 

a 

YEAR 

1978 

1978 

1978 
" 

1978" 

1975' 

1975 

1978 

198;1 

197Eh 

1976" 

197a" 
1978 

Q'1977 

1976 

~:976 

1978 

1978, 

,'1978 

197.8 

.1978 

1978 

RATE 

'1.6, 

1.5 

1.4 
].3 

1.3 

1.2 

1.2 
1.2 
1.1 
1.1 
1.0 ", 

],0' 

0.9 

0.9. 

0.9' 

0.8 
'.s;: 

0.7 

0.7 

0.7 

0.5 
0.3 

17. 
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18. 

Rates o.f Serious Assault in Austr.a'iian States and 
Territories 

Table 5 shows totals apd rates ofrepo:cted seriou~ 
,assal1lt in Australian States and Territories from 
1964-65 to 1.,980-81.qomparisons between juricsdictions 
a.re inappropriate, .since definitions of whatconstltute.s 
Se~iOUf:; .assault are not uniform. The effects of the 
1973 Victo:i:'ia and 1979 Northern Terri tory re6lassi
fications,ll,cited a.hove. are clearly apparent·. 

Definitional inconsistencies notwithstanding, it does 
. appeCir :);;hat rates o.f seriousassaul t have increased 
throughdut Australia. in recent years. Insofar as one 

G may determine J rates of serious. assault in South Austr.alia 
appear ;I,ower tban the natiopal average. 

NOTES 

.1Victoria Police, Statistical Review of'Crime, 1973 
(Melbourne,,: Government Prin,ter,' 1974) • 
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Ii 

NSW VIC 
, 

, 481 1259 
1904-65 (11.6) (40.11 ' 

502 . 1288 
1965-66 (11.9) (40.3) , 

545 .- 1567 . 
1966-67 

" 
(12.8) (48.2), 

561 1548 
1967-68 . (13.0) , (46.9) 

658 1354 
1968-69 (15.0) (40.3) 

c\ 
65.1 1795 

1969-70 (14.6) (52.5) 
, 

757 2272 
1970-71 (16.6) . (6~.2) 

·828 J:" 2712 
1971-72 ' (17.8) (7.6.7) 

877 1942 
1972-73 (l8.7) {54.2} 

905 l373 
1973-74 (19.1) (38.0) 

~ 

'""1104 908 
1974-75 (18~.9), . (30.1)",. 

837 1413 
1975-76 (17.4) (38.31 

" 
895 1277 

1976-77 (18.3) (34.2) 

1076 1531 
1977-78 ' (21.6) (40 .• 3) 

1134 1775 
. , 1978 ... 79 

" 
(22.3) (46.1) 

1274 1910 
1979-80 (24.9) (49.4 ) 

.-

o 

--- --------

,TABLE 5 

SERIOUS ASSAULT 

--------~------'~~-

19. 

CASES REPORTED 1i~D, RATES FOR 100,000 POPULATION 
-:~f;-:'" 

STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1964-65 to·1979-8Q 

OLD SA WA TAS NT ACT AUSTRALIA 
-

55 51 23 36 16 14 
(3.4) , (,4 :,8) \\, , (2--",G:j~ 

'. (9.1l) (30.2) (16;5) 
'J~ . 

71' 43 10
0 

6 12 19 
(4.3) (4.0) (1: 2) (1.6) (21.8)' (20.41 

n 

108 61 ,r'" 17 9 'IS 10 ., 

(6;4) (5. 5>1\J\ \, (2.0) (2.4 ) (25.9) (10.0) 

116 0 67 42 9 31 17 
(6.8) (6.0) (4.'7) (2.4) (48.4) (15.7) 

140 69 54 37 21 24 ~ 
. I 

~ (8.0) , (6.1) (~. 8) (9.71 (30.0) (20.5) 

153 83 9S 34 30 25 
(8.,6) , (7.2) (10.0) (8.8) (39.5) (19.7) 

() 
v 

188 86 96 47, 70 44 
(10.4) (8.2) (9.5) (12.1) (84.3) (31. 9) 

~ 

224 104 157 21 131 35 . 
(12.1) Ca.7) (15.0 ) (5.3) (147 •. 2) (23.3) 

289 157 112 11 73 40 
(15;2>- (13.0) (10.5) (2.8) (78.5) (24.5) 

1,78 188 168 22 6.4 41 
;;:-:. 

2939 
(9.1) (15,.3>, (15.5) . (5.5) (65.3) (23'.4) (21. 6) 

307 212 238 3'3 
, 

42 34 2878 
(15.4) (17.2) (21.3)' (8.J:) (60.0) (18.3) (.20.9 ) 

'.: 

" 
537 242 320 45 43 34 3471 

(26.7) (19.7) (28.1) (ll.0) (44.8) (16.9) . (25 .0) 
-.' " 

y 
0 

.544 252 429 42 ,58 42 3539 
(26.7) (1~ .9) (36.7) (10.2) (56.3) , (19.8) (25.2) 

738 260 "="" 367,. i~. 42 53 4152 
(34.3) , (20.3) ~ (30.'-',3) (20.6) " (38.9) (25.1) (29.1) 

0 

G 

968 351 292 . 89 258 56 4923 
(44.1) (27.2) 

0 

{23.5) (21. 3) (222.6) (25.2) (34.2) 

1263 460 445 142 530 52 6098 
tr"(56.8) ,(35,5) (35.5) (33.8) (447.6) (23,19) (42.0) 
, 

" 
,.') 

Sources: David Biles, Th: Size ofth~ Crime . .~ .. 
.' Problem in Australia (C?lnberra, Australian ':=' 
j~ Institute of criminology, 1979): SOllth v 

J\llstralian Police Dep3l:'tment i ,Annual . 
Report of the Commissionerof.Pol~ce 1979-
80 (J\aela~ae Governme"lt l?r~nters 1981) 
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CHAPTER IV 

PATTERNS OF HOMICIDE AND SERIOUS AssAuLT IN SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA 1978-1980 

For a number of reasons, the assault incident~ summarised 
in this report 'do nqt .constitu~e an omniscientoperspective 
on serious assault in South Australia. First, not 
all assaults 'are reported to the police. The"size 
of this "darkc'figure" of unreported assault is not 
well known • .A survey taken. in 1975 by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 'suggested .that during ,j the 
previous 12 month period, only 46.4% of Australian 
assault victims claimed to have notified the police. (1) 

" 
Circumstances which uriderlie the non:reporting of . 
an assault are varied, but criminologists have identified 
a number of factors which bear significantly upon ' 
the likelihood of an assault incident being reported 
and officially counted as such: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The 
The 
the 

relationship between victim and offender. " 
closer the relationship, the less likely 
assault incident will be reported or counted 

, . (j' • 

as such. 

The severity of the offence. ~he greater the 
extent of injury to the victim, the more likely 
the ass'aul t will be defined as such by bo·th the 
victim and the authorities. 

The degree.of victim' implication. A victim who 
provokes an assault will be.less likely to report 
it than would a completely innocent victim. (2) ?~ 

t\ 

21. 

.The summary which foJ-lows is thus likely to undell"state 
the following types of assault incident: .Non-fatal 
domestic assaults, assauJ;~s committed by acquaintances, 
and assaults involving the infli8tion of relatively 

.minor injurl.es. The incidence and nature of homicides 
w~ll be mQre acCUrarjly depicted. 

The to'tals in this Chapter are based on the count~ng 
rule' one victim = one offence. That is, on~ offence 
is reco:r,ded for each victim, ,regar.dless of the number 

. of offenders or the number of victims involved in 
a particular incident. For example, if three offenders 
assaul t one victim, one offence "-is recorded. If pne 
offender assaults three victims, three offences ,p're 
recorded. 

1\ In the pages which .fo 11 ow , the term homicide will 
refer to recorded murders and manslaughters. The term 
serious assault will refer collectively to attempted 
murders~ grievous bodily harm, and ac-tual bodily harm': 
Reference to a particular offence grouping will pertain. 
to that-offence only. 
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Table 6 shows the annual number of recorded offences 
~n each category, which were conivitted during the 
three ye~rs under review. A noticeable drop ih the 
number of murders occurred from 28 in 1979 to 13 in 
1980. On the othe'r hand, the rec'orded incidence of 
a~sault occasioning actual obodily harm increased in 
both. 1979 .and 1980.,,) 

TABLE 6 
SOUTH AUSTRAL'IA 

HOMICIDES AND SERIOUS ASSAULTS 
COMMITTED BETWEEN 1ST JANUARY, 1,978 AND 
31ST DECEMBER, 1980 AND KNOWN TO'POLICE 

TOTALS By,oYEAR' O~OCCURRENCE 

OFFENCE 1978 1979 1980 TOTAL 

Murder 

Manslaughter 

Attempte~ Murder 

Grievous Bodily Harm 

Actual Bodily Harm . 

'20 

.2 

14 

J 3:: 

0 

o 
o 

28 13 61 

2 2 6 

14 12 40 

G 31 34 99 

378 411 '1120 

j 

]-~ -----''--:----
\ 

D' 

-- --- ------~ ---~-----~--------

LOCATION OF OFFENCE 

Table 7 shows the location .of record~d~6~icides 'and 
serio,:!s \assau~ts committed during each of the three 
years • There aretwp basic settings in which homicides ._ 
and assaL\lts tend to occur - the home and· in public 
places. 

Approximately two..:thirds of all murders occurred in 
private homes,or ftats. 

one-third ;f the serious assaulto were committed in 
private horr.'€s or flats ja further 40% occu,rred in 
hotels or ~in -the street. i!Jf 

Details of the relationship betweee; victims and the,ir 
a~sailantswil1be discusse? below. It is important 
to hote here,,~hQwever, that the majority of assaults 
'in general, and an even greater proportiQ!L",_qL attacKs 
in dwelling places, are suffered ,at the hands~ fam'iTyO~ 
members and acquaintances. 't'..1 \1\ 
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LOCATIGl MURDER 

1978 1979 

(1 

" 
Private Home or Flat o 13 

(j 

16 

Shop 

Restaurant, Hotel or Club 0 0 

Car Park or Public Garage 

Street 4 3 , 

Sporting Event 
0 

Beach 0 1 

Public Transport 
Co 

Taxi 
'" 

Other Motor Vehicle 0 ,2 

Railway StaU,?n 

Public Park 

,. 

Theatre II 

Other Place of'Entertainmerrl 

;:'Otfler 1 4 
. 

Unknown c 
.; 

2 2 . 
, 

.. 

T9tat '-;',' 20:.':,' 28 
, 

'. " 
. . 

" 

" 

(J " 

TABLE 7 23. 

SOUTH AYSTP.ALIA 

I-fO.AICIDES AND SERIQUS ASSAULTS CO.yITTEO BETWEEN l'ST JANUARY, 197B AID 31ST DECEMBER, 19BO AND KNO.'IN TO POLICE 

LCCA TIGl OF OFFENCE 

" '-

MilNSLAUGlTER C' ATTEMPTED MURDER GRIEVOUS BOOILY HARM ACJUAL eOOIlY IIM.!.I , 
" 

1)80 I Iotal , fll%) 
, 

(%) 1978 1979 1980 I Total (%) 1978 1$>79 1980 Iretal (0' (~~) 1978, 1979 1980 Irotal 1978 19.7? 1980 ITotab '" , , 
" " 1 (~ '1 • 1 

It. 1 1 1 1 1 , 
" 

1 ~ 1 
~--r '" 1 1 1 1 1 ; " 1 , , 

" 
, , 

60·7 
, 

1.G.7 62.5 Q '; ., 39.4 , 31.3 1 
8 37 0 1 0 , 1 8 7 10 25 10 13 161 39 111 107 133 1 351 '.11 .' I 

" 

I 

1 2: 
0\ 

2.0 I 2J 
cjll 0 1 0 1 0 2 2 8 7 9 1 24 I " 1 

~~~ ".. (. 1 1 I'';;}, ~, 

, 1.6, l'" 33,] 2.5,. I 12J ;j I 22.9 
1 1 t~; 

~ 

1 0 -I p 
2 0 1 0 1 I L O. /) 1 8 0 4f, 12 75 98 83 256 1 1 

" ' " 1 

" 1 I 
, 

1 
0 1 1 2·5 b 01 1.0 10 21 9 1 3.6 1 0 1 1 I 40 1 1 . I 

I 
18.0 l;) 1 16;? 20.0 , 263 1 2.1,0 1 4 11' '0 1 0 1 1 3 3 " 2. I 8 10 9 71 26 68 '85 82 1 235 

1 1 0 
, 

" 
I 

1 .' , 1 cO u , 
0 1 1 1 ., 1 0 

01 1.0 9. 6 7 
, 

220 i.o 1 1 1 0 1 1 , , 1 

1 1 1.6 1 I " 
, 1 

0 1 1 1 '2 ' o a. 01 2 
2.0 1 4 5 1 10 . 0.9 

" 1 1 . 1 .. 1 .' " 
1 

1 1 , , 
1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 (. 1 2.0 

10 
0, 1 1 1 'c .. 0 1 1 , 2, 0 1 2 :3 

1 , 1 
~ 

, 
q 1 1 1 1 c;, '\\ 1 1.0 

41 0.6 
9 1 , ' 0 0 1 1 1 2 1 7 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 
.0 1 2 3'] 1 1 01 2 5.0' , 

'.' 1.0 
161 2' '1 

" 0 0 1 1 6 4 26 1 

"" ~ 1 1 " 1 1 1 
0 1 1, (J , 2.0 

2 1 21 
o.~ 

1 1 ,. 2, 5 
1 

, 
1 1 ;;, ~;J : 1 1.9 

1 3 11 7 ' 21 1 1 ~ 1 
1 1 

.. 
" 1 0 1 1 

1 0 1 1 
1 

" 'I 1 

1 , 1 
. 

1 1 1.0 1 1.8 
1 1 0 0 1 1 6 5 9 \ 20 

5.,~a.z 16.7 1 
.,,, 

5.u ,.J 1 1 2i 7,3 0 ,I 0 0 1 .. ~" 1 2. 0 01 2 3 3 1 I .. 7 ~4 361 82 
1 1 1 

6.6 16.7 1 1 2.0 " ., 
1 'J.~ 

0 4 1 0 0 1 0 1 
0 1. 1 1 2 ,£.6 5 7\ is . 1 1 

" 1 .. 1 '" 1 1 1 c' . \:., 1 < 1 ~ 
1 1 1 100.0 100.0 100.0 1 100.0 1 , 10 OJ) 

<II 1 
13 61 2 2 2 6 14 14 121 40 34 31 341 99 331 378 411 1 1120 1 

1 1 1 
I 1 -:~ I 
1 1 

" . :' 1 1 
" 1 ·1 1 

I I " 1 1 I 
1 a I' FJ 1 1 1 :" 1 ,-.1 1 1 

; .. ;;., t 1 1 1 1 'I 1 1 1 1 
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24. 

Geographic Settin~ 

'. Any discass'ion of homicide and assault in South Australia 
. must ,take into account the' qu~stionof opportunity ... 
All else_equal, assau;ttsin th'e home ·will be more 
numer.ous- in those areas "w.i th higher residential 
populations .. Assaul ts 1n public places ,on the 9thef' , 
hand, will be more numerous in'thqse areas where; p~ople" 
tend to congregate for purposes of recreation and/or 
~eml'loyment. Q 

Table 8 shows the Local Government Ar.ea in which the 
o offences were committed. 'Homicide cases .were too few 
. in number to permi "t.' any meaningful generalisations 
concerning their concentration •. ' o. 

Assaults in public places were JIIost prevalent in the 
Adelaide Local Government Area" while consistently 
nigh totals of assault in the home were noted in Adelaide, 
Pqrt Adelaid~ ~d Enfield. 

The ±nciden~e of homicide and a$sault in country areas 
was commensurate with the" size of the non-metropolitan 
population.. . 

" • , . . i1 

Rates of assauit, both in dw:ellings and in'public 
p'laces ,'tended to be; higher ill those Local Government 
Areas with higher rates of long l~term unemploymemt 
and other indicators bfsocial d,isadvantage.(3) 
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TABLE 8 

~SOUTH AUSTRALIA' 

o 

() 

HCMICIDES AND SERIOUS ASSAULTS CO.f.AI'fn:D BETWEEN 1ST JANUARY, 1978 '/lw 31ST DECEMBER, 1980 IW KNO\\N TO POLICE 

LOCAL roVERNMENT AREA OF OFFENCi: 

MflNSLAUGITER 0 

25. 

LOCAL 
mVEIWI.lENT 
AREA . 

ACTUAL BCOIt:y HARM 
'" '\ ppp. at ~--..."....--r----+--'-------r-~-+-:------,--.--:---t---:----:-r-~ __ :T:------'T--~:-1 

'30 June, 1978 1979 .1980 ITota1 (9~) 1978 1979 1989 ITota1 (%)1978 1979 1980 I Totol (%)1978 1979 1980 I Toto1 (%) 19781979 1980 ITolol (~.)' 
11ii 9RO , 'c . , , , 

ATTEMPTED MURDER GRIEVOUS BCOILY HARM 

Adelaide 
Brighton 
Burnside 

.' Canpbell town C 

Eas't T orren$ 
Elizabeth 
Enfield 
Gaw1er 
Glenelg 
Henley·,(;range 

, HindlTlJrsh 
Kensington-Norwooci 
Marion ' 
Meadows 
Mitchom . 

oMunno Pare" 
Noarlunga 

opayneham 
Port Adelaide 

o Prospect 
S!Jlisbury 
St •• Peters, 
Stirling . 
Tea TreeGully 
Theborton 
Unley. 
Wal~erville 

'West' Torrens 
Willunga 
Woodville 
Country 
Unknowr:), 

Total 

I I I :. I 
l:~~ ~.; J. ~! t:~ .,! 0 r o! i 2.5 4 3 2! 9 .9.1 4i ~~ 5~! 
2.89 1 I" 0\ 2 3.3 \ 1. 1 2 I 4 I 0.0 2 1 0 "I 3 J.o 5 ~8 5 I 
3.26 0 0 I . I 1 1.6 '~I 1 ,I ,;;i.o 9 6 9 1 

0.40" cl I .. 1 0 01 'I 2 2 111((:1' 
2.6.1 . 0 "',1 ' 0.0 0 2 2 r II 4 4.0 6 5 ~ 
5.32; 0 2 1 3 4.9 1· 0 0 I 1

16
•
7 

21 1 I 4 1 ·2 2 1 I • 5 5.126 29 32 j 

~:ci~.1 0 0 1 1 1.6 -' ! 0 0 !~ I 1 2~ 1 1 0' 2 ~:~ 1 ~ ~! 
) 'oL. 264

2 0 0 1 ,', 1 1.6 " ' I 0 0 01 I", 1 3 5 3
6 

"I 

, I " 1 0 1 1.0 1 " 10 ' 

~:~~, 1 ,I 1 3° 4.9 :" ? ~ f! ~ ::: ~. l ~! J'~:~ ,11 1~ 1~! 
1.,46: I ' . I I., 1 0 0 I 
t: g~ I 0 01 I 1 1.6" ! . 0 1 1! 2 5.0 1 0 o! t 1.0 ~ !i! 
i:io1'1 o· 1 0 I 1 1.6 " I 'I I 8 14 20 I 

o 11, i 3.3 I Q I I 3 5 2 I 
2.79/;33 0 I 6 9.8 I 2 0 0 I 2 5.0 2 1 '4 17 7.1 23 13 41 I 
1. 4,1

1 

I Y 5 1 0 'I 6 15,0 2 '0 I 2 2.0 1 5 9 I 
2 62 3 1 0 I 4 w . ' , 1 II' 2 5,0 0 '9,1 20' 26 30,' 
0:67 I :.0 1, 3 3 3: 9 • 

1.02 ' ! I 0 0 ' 1: 1 LO ~ ~ 11 
5.01 1 1 0 , 2 J,3 • I I 2;' 0 l' 2 1 3 3.0 3 7 9 I 

t ~~ 0 2 1 3 4.9 : g 1 gil;; 0 0 I • ! 1 1,0 ~ ~ . ~ I 
0.54 I 1 0 0 I 1 "J o.. 0 I 1 I,D 6 3 1 I 
3.51 [ 0 i 0 1 1,6 , r 1 1 0 I 2 S,O 1 1 2 I 4 4,0 13 7 8 I 
0.

51
1 .. I '2 0 0 I 2 2.0 1 3 0 I 

5.87 3 3 06 9.8 leI 2 0 I 3 7.5 5 1 4 I 10 10.1 28 21 8 I 
·:n.8Q: 6 6 4!, 16 26.2 1 2 l I 5 03,3 .0 2 3 I 5 12,5 810 10 I 28 28.3 63 86 96 I 

2 2 0 " 4 . ,6.6 t' , 1\ 1 7 5 \ 
~ '-'\ : I I 

I , 
I 

J 62 1"-5 

7 0.6 

18 .1.6 
24 2.1 

5°'~ 
22 2.0 

87 
6 

19 
11 
17 
13 
44 

1 
15 
17 
42 
10. 
i7 
15 
76 
10 
10' 
19 
14 22 

7.8 
D,S 

1.7 
1.0 
1.5 

1.2 

3.9 
0.1 
1.3 

1.5 

3.7 
0,9 
6,9 

1.3 
6.8 

0.9 

0.9 
1.7 

1.2 

.1 0 Q.9 

28 2.5 

4 u.lt 

57 5.1 

245 21.9 

13 1.2 

2! 'f 6"po.o' 14 
I 

61 100,0: 100..0 20 28 13 2 2 14 12 I , 40. 'POoo 34 

I 
I , 

.31" 34 I 99 100,0 
331 378 411 I 112010 '0,0 , 

!~ 
Ii 
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Table·g shows the month, day and time of o'ccurrence 
·of reported homicides andassaul ts. Although a d:i,s
propo~tionate number of murders and atternpted murders 
occurred in.September, there were. too few cases to 
perll1itany'meaningful generalisation. No significant 
monthly variatjon in serious assault was apparent, 
although totals for th~ months of September, November 
and December were slightly highert~anthe monthly 
average. 

d 

Nec;u'ly half of all homicides and seriousassau.l ts 
occurred on weekends. More than 60% of the hOlT1icides 
and 75% of the seribus assaults occurred between 6.00 
p.m. and 6.00 a.mi. 
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,t..oITH MURDER 
OF 
OCCURRENCE ~ 1978 1979 

.. ,,:,:: c, 

January Ii} 1 0 , 
" February 2 0 

March 2 ~ 2, 
April 1 2 
lAcy 2 2 
June 0 2 
July 0 5 
August 
Septerreer '" 8 3 
October 1 2 
Noverrber 3 3 
Dec~er 0 7 

Total , 20 28 

0 

DAY 
" OF 

OCCURRENCE 

Monday 3" 5 
Tuesday 1 5 
Wedne.saay 1 4 
Thursday' 1 3 " Fricby 6· 2 
Saturday 3" 6 
Sunday 5 3 

, 

Total 20 28 

Tll.£ 
OF -. 
OCCURR~ 

0000-0559 4. 7 
0600;"1159 • 4; 4 
1200";1759 3 10 
1800-2359 9 7 

II 

Total 20 28 

0 

'I') 

.--- . ------ ----..--, -----.--------------'~--- -"'-- .-~--.. -. 

TABLE 9 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

IOAIClDES AI{) SERlQUS ASSAULTS ca.+.\ITTED BETWEEN 1 ST JANUARY, 197B AI{) JIST DECEMBER, 1980 AID KNOioN TO POLICE 

WITH, DAY AI-D TlM~ OF OCCURRENCE 

27. 

MANSLAUGlTER ATTEMPTED MURDER GRIEVOUS BODILY HARM ACTUAL BCOlLY HARM 

1 ITotal 
I . I 

(%) 
I 

.1980 ITotal (%) 1978 1979 1980 (% 1978 1979 1980 !Total (% 1978 1979 1980 ITotal 1978 1979 1980 ITotal (0' '. I I I 

0 
I 1 1.6 

I I I 
I 0 1 1 I .2 5.0 2 5 4 I 11 11.1 23 40 25 I 88 7.9 
I c;~ if. . 

I I 

2 I 4 6.6 ,'. 
2 1 0 I ' 3 7.5 2 0 2 I 4 ~.o 24 27 26 I 6,9 

I I 77 
I I 5 8.2 3 1 1 I 5 12.5 " 6 3 1 I 10 10.1 35 25 24 I 84 7,5 

I I I 

0 ,'1 3 ~.9 1 0 0 1 16.7 1 0 ~, I 1 2.5 1 2 '3 I 
6 6.1 32 32 31 I 95 8.5 

1 I 

1 I ,.5 8.2 0 2 0 I 2 0 5.0 6 1 3 I 10 10.1 26 32 35 I 93 e.l 
! I I 

0 I 2 3.3 1 0 3 1 4 10.0 1 2 4 I. 
7 7.1 30 20 34 I 84 7.5 

I I I 

3 1 8 13.1 ,,0 1 1 2 33.3 0 2 2 1 "4 10.0 3 3 5 I 11 l1J 27 32 23 I 82 7.3 
I I I 
I 0 0 1 1 16,7 0 0 2 I 2 5.0 3 1. 4 I 

8 8J 25 32 52 I 109 9.7 
I I I I 

2 I 13 21.3 ... 6 2 0 1 8 20.0 1 1 3 
I' ii 5 5;1 30 28 39 I 97 8.7 

I 8.2 
I I 

2 1 5 0 1 0 1 16.7 1 1 0 I 2 5.0 3 4 4 
I IlJ 28 31 33 I 92 8.2 

I I I '''11 I 

I 1 T u.s 0 1 3 I 4 10.0 0 4' 1 , jl 5 5.1 26 44 41 1 111 9.9 
I I I 

1 1 8 1.~.1 1 0 0 I 1 16.7 0 3 0 I 3 7.5 6 5 0 ·I.#~ 11 11.1 25 35 48 I 108 9.6 
1 I 
I I I J;.\j I 

I ;' . I I I 

I 100.0 
J I I 

13 I 61 2 2 2 6 100.0 14 14 12 I 40 100.0 , 34 31 34 
I' 99 100.0 331 378 411 I 1120100,0 

I I I I 

I I I I 
I' 

I I" I 
I I 0 I I 
I I I I 
I I I I 
I Q I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I , I 

1 I 9 1~.s 1 4 0 
I 5 12.5 2 ·3 4. I 9 9.1 221 33 39 94 904 

I 
13J 16.7 I I 

2 I 8 1 0 0 1 0 2 1 'I 3 1/; 1 3 4 I 8 8.1 21 41 35 97 8.7 
I I I 
I '::' 11.5 0 

"16.7 I 12.5 I 
, 

1.3.1 41 38 10.3 2 1 7 O. 1 1 2 2 ·1 I 5 5 3 5 I 13 36 1\5 
2 I 6. 9.11 0 1 1 I 2 5.0 8 2 6 I 16 160Z 51 51 66 168 15.0 

I 50.0 I I 

1 1 9 1~.a ) 2 0 3 5 4 0 1 . 9 22.5 7 6 9 I 22 2U 55 51 59 165 1"'7 
I I 

2&' 
I 

1 I 10 1 &.It. 3 1 5 I 9 4 '7 '4 I 
15 15.2 80 98 102 280 2S.0 

1 I I I 

4 I 12 19.7 0 '0 1 1 
16.7 

3 0 4- I 7 1.7.5 7 7 2 I 16 .1&2 61 68 72 I .201 17·9 
I I· I I 
I " I I I 
I I' I ·1 

I I I 

13 ! ~1 100.0 2 2 X 6 100.0 14 11 12 I 40 10 0.0 34 31 34 I 99 10000 331 378 411 . 1T20i 00.0 
1 I I 
I I I 

I Q I 

I , I 1 
I 1 I 
I I -\ 
I I 
'1 I 
I I 
I I 
I () .-. ~ .. ,-~ . ...". .- -.,~. ~ I 
I I 
I ;odD I 
I I /J 1 

5 I 16 26.2 0 1 01 1 lG.7 9 3 4 16 ~ 0.0 6 7 9 
I 22',2 90 11'7, ", 125 I 33229.6 

I I ~2.o I 

2 I 10 16.4 1 0 01 1 lGt? 3 0 0 3 7.5 
0 1 1 

I 23 1~ 15 I . 53 ~.7 
I I,) I 1. I 

2 15 24,6 I 

6~:7 0 5 4 9 U.5 9 3 5 
I 17 107.2 70 59 88 I 217 19.~ 

I I I 

4 20 32.8' 1 1 2\ 4 2 6" 4 12 
30.0 • 19 20 19 

I 58 5 ~.6 148 187 183 I 518 ~G.2· 
I I' 

I 
" 

I I 
I I I 

61 100.0 
I 6 'lO 0.0 40 100.0 

I 
99 10 0.0' . 

'1 

13 2 2 2 \ 14 " 14 12 34 31 34 
1 I . 1.00.0 

I I 331 378 411 I 1120 
I I I I 
I I I I 
I I I I 

0\ I II I I 
I I I 

I I I I 
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28. 

Table 10 summarises the day and time o:f occurrence 
:for each o:f the major o:f:fence groups. 

Approximately one-third of' homicides, ,and 40% pfthe 
non-fatal seri.ous assaults bccurred during the' 36 
:hour period betwe~n 6.00 p.m. on Friday .and6.00 a.m. 
on,Sunday. 
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0001-0559 

0600-i 159 

1200-1759 

IIi' J 800-2359 
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TABLE 10 

SOUTH AU5TRALIA 

HOMICIDES ANOSERlOUS ASSAULTS COMMITTED 'BETWEEN 1ST JN~UARY, 1978 AND 31ST DECEMBEP.~ 1980 AND KNoWN TO POLICE 
// 

f v) , 

I \ 
# 

) 
/ II 

000H)559 

~ 

0§OO-1159 
, . 

1200":1759 

1800..,2359 

Totol 

ATTEMPTED MURDER 

Mon ues Wed Thur Fd Sot Sun 

1 1 2 1 2 3 6 

1 0 0 0 2, 0 0 

0 1 0 0 4 '3 1 

) 

3 1 3 1 1:'1 3 0 

5 ',3 5 2 9 9 7 
0 

~RDER 

Man Tues 

0 i' 

2 1 

3 3 

4 2 

9 8 

Totol 

}6 c, 

3 

9 

12 

40 

DAY AND TIME OF ,OCCURRENCE 

~ 

" 
Wed Tlwr .Fri Sot' Sun Tatol 

., 
" 2 2 0 3 7 16 .0001-0559 

0 2 2 1 ,2 10 0600-1159 

" 
3 0 3 2 1 15 l.200-1759 

2 2 4 4 2 20 l800-2359 

7 ~ 9 10 12 61 Totol 

" 
GRIEVOUS BODILY HARM , 

Mon Tues ~ed Thur Fri Sot 

0001-0559 3 1 2 6 r(ftl 4 1 

0600-1159 0 0 1 0 0 1 

1200-17.59 0 1 1 4 3 3 
"; 

1800-2359 6 6 9 6 15 10 

Totol 9 13 13 16 22 15 

" 

D 

Sun 

5 

0 

5 

6 

16 

MA.NSLAUGlTER 

Man Tues 

0 0 

0 1 

0 0 

0 0 

0 1 

,', 

Totol 

22 

2 

17 

~58 

, 
99 

il • 

'" 

Wed Thur Fri 

0 0 1 
" 

• 0 0 0 

() 0 0 

1 0 :2 

1 0 3 , 

c 

0001-0559 

06{,0-11.59 

12(0-1759 

1800-2359 

Totol 

,-

Sot Sun Totol 

0 0 1 

0 0 1 

0 0 9 
e 

0 1 
" 4 11 

0 1 6 
·1 

ACTUAL BODILY HARM 
• 0 

Mon Tues Wed 
(' 

Thur Fri Sot Sun 
0 

11 ,. 23 12 33 34 103 116 

5- ~ 5 4 " 11 .7 9 6 

21 • 20 31 3E 35 . 39: ,33 
0 

57 49 60 80 89 129 46 

94 97 115 168 165 280 201 

o 

29, 

,::; 

" 
Ie 

,J 

o 

'I , vO 
I) 

.~ 'I 
Totol ': I 

, i 

332 
~ 

11 0 

)'t 
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'" 
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30. 

Principal means of Attack 

TQble 12 (opp~si te) shows" the principal means of attack 
ernbloyed in each of the offence's under rev~,ew. ;/ 
Approximately half of' all murders and attempted' murders 
were committed with firearms. The proporti()n of homicides 
invol ving firearms is less .,than 'in the United States, 
where guns are employed in two out of every three. 
such offences. k'd)' It is, hC?wever, greater "thart',th~:, i' 

Australian average; 36% of Australian homicidesirr 
i976-78 were committed with firearms., (5) By GOllJ.,arison, 
only about 8% of homicides ,re.corded in England and 
Wates irwol ve the. 'use· of firearms. (6) The following 
data are illustrative:, " 

Means 

'II 

TABLE: 11 ' 
SELECTED JURISDICTIONS 

,PRINCIPAL MEANS. OF ATTACK 
MURDER AND NON;"NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER" 

t. 

KNOWN TO POLICE (7) 
- () Ii' 

of Attack )30uth England United 
Australia, & Wales States 
19.'78-80 1979 1979 

" (N=67)" (N=5'nY, (N;"20 j 591) .\ ' 

<: \ fJ t 

(:-;'.;:" 63%. J.i'~.rearm 49% 9% 
• ;,'

1
11 

Sharp ,Instrument. 1~~% 35% J9% = 

Instrument 3% 
~ 5%n Blunt 1~% 

" 

FistS/Feet" :19% 34% 
'\. 6% -:~. 

I . ',,~. :",.;-

Other/Unknown 1,~~ 10% 7%0 

---" [J 
1bo% 100% 1dO% 

~::-

l,~'~~, ~ '.0 

~, 
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G o 
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o 

The most 'serious of' the rema~n~ng non-fatal assaults, 
grievous bqdily harm,., tended to involve sharp instruments 
(43%). orf,irearms(28%). By contrast; over half of 
assaults occasioning actua:).. bOdily"harm invo1ved'punching 
or kicking. 

The use"of sharp instruments in :assaults 
actual bodily harm increased after 1978. 
near lyone in/our. of recordedassatl~} ts 
actual bodily harm was committed wiih a 

0, 
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TABLE 12 31. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

HCMICIDES PID SERIOUS ASSAULTS c:a.tliTTED ,BETWEEN 1 Sr JANUARY ~ 1978 At-O 315T DECEMBER, 1980 AI'O ~ TO POLICE 

PRINCIPAL MEANS OF ATTACK 
\. 

" .. "" 

MURDER MANSLAUGITER ATTEMPTED MURDER GRIEVOUS BOOIlY HARM ACTUAL 800IlY HARM 
~:' .. , 

fJI'. " 

" 
I 

WEAPCt-I 1978 1979 . 1980. ITotal (%) 1978 1979 1980 :Total (~ 1978 1979 1980 :retal (%) 1978 1979 . 1980 :Totai (%) 1978 1979 1980 Irotal (% , , . , , , .. , 
i" 

, ., , , , , 
0(\ 

, ., , , , 
Q 

, , , , I 

sis cI 
, I , , 

·Fcireorm 13 14 5 32 0 0 1 
, 

1 
.16,7 4 

I 45,0 : " 2~.3 '51 \ 1,5 I 8' 6 18 8 10 "10. 28 5 , 7 17 ". I , ,. ,'. 
, ~ ... -.~' I , ,. 

" \1- '. 

a 0 ,I : , 
·'Ci 

, 
'" 

, , , 
';:, , , 

} .. , I 

'Explosion " 1 .2,5 1 
, 

2,0 1 1 : o,~ , '0 0 1 1 0 , 2 2 4. I , . , 
,,; .. , I , 

o 

I .. , , . I , , , , , , 
I :i 

, , :. " 
Poison I I 10.0 

.. G , 
1;1 I 2 2 0 4 0 2 0 2 2.~' 

1 0: 0,2 . '1 , 1 2 I , , , , 
I ,. , , ., ,. , ~ ., 

.~ ·1 I . " 
" 

, 
~,9 

, , 
D Strangulation 2' .J 

0 1 
, 

.3 
, 

, 0, 2':; I.D 
, 

9,1 I I GO' 1 1 0 ,0 1 1 1 0 0: 1 .'. I t.. I " - , 
I " 

'0 
I , 

" I I I 
I I I 

I O. I 
2.1.3 

I 
32.5 ~1.;' I 

ShtlI'p InstI:ument 4 7 " 2 13 5 
I ~ 3.~ I 

6 Il I 13 16 11 16· 43 45 62 97: 204 1 B~ I . '. .' I 
0 

I 
" I I 

I I 
""" I , 

0 3.3 
, , I 

0 Blunt Instrument O' J 1 2 
, 

1 
, 2,5 5.1 I 

I 0 0 I, 1 3 2 0 5 57 57 58: 172 I s,~ .. , I 
.. 

'7.1' , " ,. I , I I 
1 1 1 I 

Fee\( 
, 

i~,8 1 " 
., 

Fists,. Etc. 1 5 3 1 
9 1 2 1 

I. 
4 

66.7 10.1 
, 

1 I it 4 2 4 10 192 218 219: 629 5.~,2 I I 
r , I I 

" - , 
" 

1 , , , 
I , , .. , 

.' I . , 1 '1 

)Aissile' 0 
I J 

16,7· 
, I 

I I': 
, , 

5.1 
, 

3,9 , 0 0 I 1 0 3 2 , 5 16 16 12: 44 , , , 
" n 

" ~7' 
, ., , , 

t? ,0 ' 1 I , 
,,~ 'tl 

, 1 , , 
0 I " 

, .' , I 
':'.x 

, 
3.3 1 , I , Other/Unki'lL,wn 0 1 1 

, 
2 I 

1 1 
I 5.0 I 3.0 

, 
:~.2 ,i .~ • , .1 ~ 0 , 2 ,2 0 1 , 3 13 15 ,,19: 47 1 L ' . 1 I' . \ '" , I , I 

I , 1 ! ,i) 

I C' I I' 1 I" .' ., 
'. 

I I , 
" \J I 

I I I , I .1 1 1 Ii 1 I 
I I ., 

I I 'I 
" Total 20 

I lIio~ I. 100.0 I 40100,0 
~ I I 100.0 

" 28 13 I 6,1 2; 2 .~ 
I'. 6 14 14 ~ 

I 34 31 34 I' 9910 0.0 :m 378 411: "1120 I 
" ." 1 I I 

1 I I , I 
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'1 ,. I I 
I I I , 1 , 
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i]:'ype' of Fir,',earm 
• II '-t; 

Table 13 Sh\~WS :that rifles were thE! most common firearm 
employed inl~ each. category of offence • The absen~e 
of handgun ~;nVblvement in South Austral'ian hbniic~de 
is worthy- o~; note. Wh;ilst:one out of ,every twohom;icides 
in the Unite'p States is committed with a handgun (8), 
theseweapon:$ were employed in only 8% Q,f South Aust:.... 
ralia's fata:L assau, Hs. 
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TYPE OF 
FIREARM 

. Rifle - single shot 

repeater 

self loading 

unspeciUed 

Sho'tgul, - single shot 

repeater 

double borrrel 

unspecified 

Air rifle 

Revolver - repeater 

. unspecified 

Aut •. Pistol- repeater 

un,~pecified 

Unkno)¥n 

TCltal - Firearm 

, Non Firearm 

Total 

• ~ (J 

19.78 1979 

02 

4 

o 
2 5 

o 
3 0 

o 

3 0 

0, .1 

o 

13 "'14 

.7 14 ' 

20 28 

'" 

~~---~---

TABLE ·13 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

HQ.UCIDES Ali£> SERIOUS ASSAULTS c:a.t.lITTED BETWEEN 1ST JANUARY I ,1978 AN) 31ST DECE 

TYPE OF FIREARM USED, IF ANY 
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ER I 1980 AI{) KNOf~ TO POLICE 

MANSLAUQiTER ATT8~PTED f.,iURDER .GRIEVOUS 800ILY HARM ACTUAL BOO! L Y HARM 

1980 I T otal(%) 1978 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I en 
I 
I 

0'\ 
I 
I 

01 
I 

'I 

0\ 
1 
I 
I 

0\ 
I 

O· I 
I 
I 

o I 
I 
I 

2 I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

\ 
I' 
I o I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
="'" I 

I 
I, 
I ., 
I 
I 
I 

2 I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

5 : 
I 
I 
I 
I 

8 I 

13 

.. II 
, 11 • 1 

, , 

2 

5 

o 

1£ 

3 

2. 3.3 

3, ~.9 

3 

2 

32 

29 

1979 

o 

0'" 

1980 IT otal 

'0 

I 
. I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

.1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I .• 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

! 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

'I 
I' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

'I 

I 
I 

2 \ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

: 

(%) 1978 

2 

o 

o 

'0 

o 

10 ' 

14 

1979 198,0 \ Total (%) 1978 

3 

o 

o ., 

8 

6 

14 

I 

I 

: 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

2 \ 
,': 

I' 
I 

, I 
I 

3 I' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

0\ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

\ 
I 
I 

o ! 
01 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

o : 
I 
I 
I 
I 

6 \ 
I 
I 

6 I 
I 

12 

d 
6 15.0 

6 1.5.0 5 

o 

2 5.0 

2.5 

'2.5 o 

18 
~'5.0 

8 

22 55.0 26 

. ~1 

1979 

o 

o 

3 

10 

21 

31 

ci 

1980 ITotal 

2 

;0 

II 

2 

10 

24 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 

5 

11 

4 

-1 

! 5 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I. 
I 

I 

'28 

I 71 
I 

(%) 1978 

1.0 o 
5.1 

1 J;1 

2 

o 

1.0 

o 

5.1 o 

2a.3 
5 

71.7 
326, 

34 
: Q 100.0 

I 99" 
I 
1 
I 
I 

·'1 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1979 

o 

3 

"\'[, 
o 

o 

7 

371 

378 

I 
I 
I 
I 

o 1 
I 
I 
I 
I 

! 
I 
I 
I 

.2 I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

o \ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

1 ,0.1 

4 o.~ 

2 0.2 

I' 

1\: : 
\\. ' \. 
1 .~ o 

I 
I 

o : 
I 
I 
I 
I 

5 \ 
, I 

1 
I 

I 406 I 

411 

\ 

,17 
1.5 

1103 9a.5 
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34. 

Injuries sustained by victims. 

Table 14 shows the injuries sustained by assault victims. 
The differences betwe.en grievOus bodily harm and actual 
bodily harm are reflectep in the greater proportion 
of victims.o:f'the f'ormer who required hospitalisation. 

Aside. fran a slight increase 'in the prqportion, 
of stab ~und~, 'the types of injuriess~stained 
by assault victims. appear to have,remained 
generally consistent fram year to year. 
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r. r INJURY MURDER , TO 
VICTIM "' 1978 1979 

Death ",20 28 

Fractures 

, 

, ,Cyts', Stabs 
r, 0 '0 

> 

'" ¢ 

" , 
-" c 

Frqct!.lr~s and, Cuts or 0 

n 
Gashes -

;~'C 

Fractures requiting 
HospitaHzat.i.o~ " .. 

''":,' 

CutS; Gashes, Stabs '~~, 
~- ~ 

.. 
quiring Hospitalization 

" n 

" 
....... " 
~ 

Fractures and Cuts re- ;; :~ 
quiring Hospitalization 

-4 

II 
o Q 

1/ 
I, 

Shock requiring Medical 
Attention 

(J 
Other - requiring 
Medical Attention 

r c 

,I 

Bruises, Abrasions ,or 
!,'I Minor Wounds 

II 

Ii 
Ii None or 

N!lQligible 
11 

II .. 
UnknoWn 

~ " , 
Total 20 28 

. 

II 

" I) 
~I 

,I' , 

II d 
II 

I' ' 

Q 

,'I 

!/ 

TABLE 1"4 

SOUTH' AUS TRALIA 
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H<l.4ICIDES #() SERIOUS ASSAULTS ca.+.llTTED BETWEEN 1ST JANUARY, 1978 AID 31ST DECEMBER, 1980 f.W ~ TO POLICE 

INJURIES SUSTAINED BY VICTIM 

MANSLAUGiTER' ATTEMPTED MURDER GRiEVOUS BCDILY HARM ACTUAL BCDILY HARM 

" 
1980! Total ITotal ITotal I Total I Total (%) 1978 1979 1980 (% 1978 1979 1980 '(%) 1978 1979 1980 (%) 1978 1979 1980 (% 

I I I I . 
I I I I I 
I I I I I 

13 I 6,1 1 0 0,0 2 2 .2 I 6 100.0 I I " I 
I I I I I 
I I I I Q I 
'I I I I I 

c I I I I 
I I I I I 
I I I I I 
I I I 1 1 0 I 2 2,0 16 21 31,1 68 6.1 
I I I I 
I I I I I 

I 

I I I I ~ t 
I I 0 I I I foG !, 

1 I 5,0 10 I 28,3 113 154\ 38834.6 CO I - 0 1.\ 2 9 9 I 28 121 
I I I' 
I I I I 

I I I I 
I ' ? I, I I 
I I' I 1\ I 
I fT" I 1 0 0 I 1 l,O 37 33 161 86 7.7 'I I' I 
I I I " 

I I I . I 
I I I I 
I I I I 

" I I 2 0 1 I 3 3.0 15 24 30 I 69 6,2 I I I 
I I I I .":. 

,j 

I I I I 
I I I I 
I I I I 

I I 60,0 I 40 ~ O,~ 46 49 154 13•7 8 6 8 I 24 15 10 c 15 I 59 
I I I 

I I I 
I I I 
I I I 

I I 0.0 I 3 1 3 I 
7 7,1 35 26 29 90 I I I 

I I I " I I I 
I I I 
I I !J'~ 0,2 I, I , 0 2 0 2 I I I 

I I I I 
I I ;'~ol I 
'I I I 
I I , 

I 2q,o 10.1 " I 
9.a\~ I 4 3 1 I 8 1 6 3 10 31 39 40\ 110 I - I I 

I I 

I 2; • I,D I 
I 0 1 '0 1 1 0 0 1 I 8,3 I 28 33 32: 93 I " I " D I " 

I ~ , 
I I 
I • 6,1 ,I o.~' I 1 2 2 5 12, 1 3 2 I 6 1 2 2 : 5 I I 
I I I 
I I I 

I ' I I c I 
I I I I ~,9 
I 0 0 1 I 1 III 9 18 28 1 55 
I : I , I 
I I I I 

I I 
100,0 

I I I 
I 100.0 I I 100,0 I jij 0,jJ I 1120100,0 13 I 61 2 2 2 I -6 14 14 12 I 49 34 31 34 I 99 , 331 378 411\ I , I I 
I I I I I 
I I I I I 
I I I I c I 
I I I I 
'I I I I I 
I r, I I I I 

" I I I I 
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o 

Motives 

Tables 15 and 16 address possible motives for the' 
hom}.cides and assaults under review. The reader should 
be aware that the identification of motiv.es may involVe 
subjective judgment on the part of investigating officers, 
and may not be recorded systematically on the crime 
report ;forms from which these'data were extracted. 

') 

Robbery was positively identified as a motive in only 
3 of the 67 homicides committed' during the period. 
By ,contrast, robberies give rise ,to approximately 
10% of all known homicides in t~e United 'States. (9) 
Evidence of provocation was noted in 20% of 'South 
Australian homicides ,aI}~1 in a small percentage of 
non-fatal assaults. Gi vrih the large proportion of 
cases for which data were not available, no ge,neralisations 
are warranted. 
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() 0 

ROBBERY IDENTIFIED 1,'" Muf/OER 
AS MOTIVE' "',-

1978/; 1979 
c II 

"0 Yes " 
I! 

/.' 
/.1 2 

" 
No 17 24 

. 
Undeter'mined 2 2 

o " 

Totel '\1" 20 28 

,\ 

" 

[f 

~ 

o 

., 
" " 

Q 

j~ 0 

EV~OF MURDER 
PIi'¢.¥ TIQ\l ',' , 'I.,)i 

1978 1979 
,- ,\ 

" w 
o 

Y~s ~, 4-

" ", (. 

No 7 17 . ,,0 

n 

Undetermined 4 7 

- 0 

0 

" " 
,\ 

Q' 'Q D Q- lotcl 
0 

20 28 
~) 

.. " '0 C\ 

,IJ;) , 
~ 

-t:J!}' '0 

(, 

.~ 
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TABLE 15 

SOUTH A'USTRALIA 

" il 

HCMICIDES AND SERIOUS ASSAULTS C(WITTED BETWEEN 1ST JANUA~Y, 1978 ,AI{) 31ST DECEMBER, 1980 At-b KNO.'IN TocPOLIC,E 

CASES IN WHICH ROBBERY 'WAS IDENTIFIED AS A MOTIVE 
~ . 

" 

0 

~ 

MANSLAUGITER , ATTEMPTED MURDER GRIEVOUS BCDILY HARM ACTUAL BCDILY HARM 
Q 

'> 

1980 1 Totel (%) 1978 1979 
I 

I 
I 
I 4,9 

0 1 3 I D , 
I I 88,5 13 I 54 2 2 I 
I 
I n 

I I 
I 6,6 " ;I;!:' 0 4 I 

0 I 
I 

I (1 '1 I 
I I I 

13 I 61 
I 

100,0 
2 2 

I 
I 
I I 

I 
1980 1 Totel (%) 1978 1979 

I 
I 
I 
I 

0 1 

2 6 100,0 14 13 

0 0 
I 
I 

I , I 
I 
I 6 100,0 

2 I 14-I 14 
I 
I 
I I 
I 

TABLE i'6 
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SOUTH AUS1RALIA 

1980 

2 

9 

1 

12 

I To tel (%) 
I 

I I I 
J 

L· 
I 
I I I I 

' I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1 0 

I 
I 
I 
I' 
I 
I 
I 
'I 
! 

3 
7,5 

36 
90,0 

• 1 
2[> 

4019 o~o 

11# 
Ijf 

" 

1979 ITotell (%) lm~' "1980 
I 

1978 1980 1978 ITotel 
;,. I 0 I I 

I " I 
c 'I I 6.1 '/ 

2,) 1 1 " 3 6 14 14 15 I 43 - I 
I I 

0 I 77,8 I 

24 
I 

28 25 I 77 286 324 336 I 946 I I I I' I I 0 

I:l I I 
" 

I ~ 16;! I I 
5 3 Ii 8 I 16 31 40 60 I 131 I I I I 

I I I <:I 
I I 

'" I 

£' 31 
I 10 OJ) I I 

34 34 I 99 331 378 411 11120 I " I I . I I 

" I I 
Q I I 

H\.,:,. ~IDES AND SERI0l!5 ASSAULTS O:U{!TTED BETWEEN 1ST JANUARY, 1978 AI{) 31ST DECEMBER, 19BO ANp KNCMN TO POLICE 0 

CASES IN WHICH EVIDENCE OFPROVo:::A~IQ\l WAS PRES~ 

, 

'.> 

°MANSLAUGITER ; 0 ATTEMPTED MURDER GRIEVOUS BCDILY HARM ACTUAL BOOI L Y HMM 
.tc ·-h 

I ' (%) ITotel (%) 1978° ITote], (%) 
,I 

1980 ITotel (%) 1978 19n 1980 ITotel 1 P78 1979 H80 1979 1,980 1978 1979 1980 ITotel 
I I ,'. \.~ , 

I • . I I 

I I @J I I 
I I , I 
I n I ~ '7,5 I 7,1 I 

0 13 2L3 I 1 
, I 

I 2 0 I 3 3 2 2 I 7 25 32 19 I 76 I 
'" 

I , I 

" . I I J I 
~; I 5 ~,,6 I 

7 31 50·~.5 I 3 50,0 'I 29 ?2,5 1 :' I 00 l;J 2 1 I 0 11 10 8 I 2] 21 14 
11 

.5"6 204 222 210 , 636 
" I 

, 
I 

I I I , 
" n 

"'.:.':1 I X I , 
I 

I I '<J3Git 
" 6' 17 ,27,9 I 3 50,0 I 20,0 Jl I I ,I 2 0 1 I 1 <4 3 , 

8 10 3 18 h \ ,36 102 124 182 I 408 I I ~ 
, 

I I " " I 
I , e I J! : '" 

~ , 1 " I 'I ,I ' I I I I 
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38. 

;5 

o 

Alcohol or Drug Use 

Table 17 reflects evidence of alcohol or drug use 
by victims and/or offenders, as indicated On the crime 
reports from which ,the datci' were extracted. 

D n 

Offenders in 24%001' all homicides were identified 
as having consumed alcohol,prior to the offence •. Evidence 
of dpxiguse "was negligible. The large 'proportion of 
cases for which data were not availab:1eprecludes 
meaningful generalisation, although th,e considerable 
number of assault incidents occurring in (or in the 
immediate vicinity'" of) hotels was note,d above in T,able 7. 
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EVIDENCE MURDER 
OF " 

~~~T1ON 1978 1979 

-

" By Victim a '2 ,0 

By Offender ", 2 5 

By Both Victim and Q 

9,ffender 2 3 

By Neither 7 2 
I' 

Undetermined 7 18 
.'", . 

0 .. Total 20 ·28 

.- ~. 

o '. 
EVIDEt-tCE MURDER 
OF " 
DRUG 
CONSUMPTION 1978 1979 

< 

By Victim 0 1 

By Offender 0 1 

By 'Both Victim qnd 
Offender ' 

. 
'By Neither 

~, 

10 5 

Undetermined 10 21 
" 

J0 To,tol • 20 28 
, 

,) 

.' ~ .. ,;..];~'. 

, c> 

TABLE 17 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

39, 

HCMICIOES AID SERIOUS ASSAULTS CCMAITTED BETWEEN 1ST JANUARY, 197B AND 31ST DECEMBER, 1980 AND KNOIIN TO POLICE 

ALCOHOL OR DRUG CONSUMPTION BY VICTIM OR OFFENDER 

fJ./INSLAlJGlTER 'ATTEMPTED MURDER 
II 

GRIEVOUS BODILY HARM ~: ACTUAL BODILY HARM 

, 
1980 I Total IT'otal ' ' 

, 
1980 'Taial (%) 1978 1979 (% 1978 1979 1980 (%) 1978 1979 1980 ITotal (%) 1978 1979 1980 ITotal (n . , , . , , , , , , , I 

" 
, . I I I 
I ,I I 

I 
I I 

, 
I 3 ~,9 , 0 0 II 1 , 2,5 3 I· 3 I 7 7,1 30 34 36 

, 
100 B,9 

I , I 
I I I I 

0 7 11.5 J 0 0 I 
,-", 

J 16,7 J J 11 7,5 2 
, 10.1 , 

102 9,1 
I 3 5 3 , 10 26 3B 38 , , I , , 
, I , , 

,B.2 , 50,0 , 22,S , I B,2 I 12,5 

0 " 
5 1 1 1 , 3 6 1 2 I 9 5 5 8 

, 
18 35 55 501 140 , , , 

I , I 

" 
, 

1 , .10 16,~ 0 0 1 , 1 16,7 3 3 1 I I 
, u 

17,5 ~,o 5,9 7 1 1 2 
, 

4 25 19 22 I 66 , 
, 59.0. 

, 1.6,7 
, 50,0 I 60.6 

215 712 63
,6' 11 , 36 0 1 0 I 1 4 9 71 20 23 19 18 " 60 232 265 I , , , , , , , , , ,~ 

, , , , , }1,;,..4- , , , , 
, .. , I , , 100,0 , 6100,0 " I 40 100,0 I 100,0 , 100.0 

13 , 61 0 2 2 2 , 14 14 12 I 34 31 34' 99, 331 378 411 , 1120 , , , , , , , , 
-

MANSLAUGlTER ATTEMPTED'MURDER GRIEVOUS BODILY HARM ACTUAL BODILY HARM 
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Victim Offender Relationship 

Table 19 (o;posite) shows the relationship between 
victims and offenders at the time of 'the incident 
under review. In only 9% of all known homicides were 
the offenders strangers to their victims. Mad tal 
de facto, or intimate rela\ionships gave rise to ~9% 
of all homicides, and other family ties provided the 
context for an additional 15%. In a further 28%, victim 
and offender were otherwise acquainted.. By contrast, 
46% of homicides in Englahdend Wil{les and only 20% 
in the United States occurred between relatives or 
intimates. (10) 

The following data eme ;i.llustrati ve. 

TABLE 18 
SELEC'rED JUR;I:SD~CTIONS 

VIOTIM-OFFENDER RELATIONSHIPS 
MURDER AND NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER 

~ KNOWN TO POLICE (11) 

Relationship 

Spou~e' 

Other' Kin 

Lovers/Close 
,.;friends 

Acq1Jaintances 

Strangers 

Unkno~n/No 
"Suspect 

TOTAr. 

South 
Australia 
1975~i30 

25% 

15% 

13% 

28% 

9% 

9% 

99%* 

England 
and 

Wales' 
1979 

United 
States" 
1979 . 

(N=571) (N=20.591) l' 

,24% 
, 1\ 

18% 

4% 

26%, 

9% 

8% 

3% 

32%. 

20% 13% 

7% 35% 

99%* 100% 

* rounded 

Q 

o 

a 

,II 

II 
i, 
I' 
II 

Non-fatal assault~ manifested a sligptly different 

o 

pa ttern. In the case of the most ser:ious non-fatal " 
assaul t, attempted murder, 38% of re/borded incidents 
occurred in marital, .. ex-mari tai or qGasi mari tal relation-
ships. 23% were comml. tted by strangeri s. ,,~ 

J I 
Intimate relationships were less prd~inent in grievous 
bodily harm ~nd actual. bodily harm d'ases, where greater ", 
social dist~rice between victim and d(fender was evidentJ 
In the ~ate~ory of assaul t '9c6'asiOn~ng actual bodily \ 
harm, 39%-=6f rec~)rded assaul ts ,were Ilinflicted by stranger\(~. 

The reader should be cautious in interpreting these 
data onnon~atalassaults, however. As was suggested 
above, only the more extreme incidents of violence 
between intimates are likely to be reported'" to the 
police and to be defined as crimes. The apparent 
predominance of stranger.,..inf'licted assaults occasioning 
actual bodily harm may be somewhat deceptive. 
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RELATIONSHIP~ MURDER 

1978 1979 

Married 6 4 

Qivorced 
" 

De Facto 1 2 

Lover/Close Friend 2 3 

Ex De Facto 0 1 

Parent-Child 3 3 

Brother-Sister 0 1 

Other Family 0 1 

Sex Rivals 2. 4 

Acquaintance 3 3 

Stronger 1 3 

Citizen-Police 

Other 
" 

Unknown 2 3 

Total 20 28 
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T;;flble 20 p,rovides further insight on the victim-offender 
relationship by ~howing the gender o~ victims within~ 
the s't@1dard victim .... offender categori~s. 

23% of air'm~rder;'ictims were wives or female de-factos 
killed. by their male partners. Fifteen of the seventeen 
victims, bf homicide wi thin the marriage/de-facto, rela-
tionship were women. 

Women were also victims in 74% of the recorded 
. serious assault incidents occurring, within the 
I'acto relationship. ,.,. '" 
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(~ 

"'~Table'21 shows the ntJ..1!lrerof victims and offenders 
invo, ,,1 v,e d" in eq<;h iI#i, , ~~\t:~f hemiC, ide and,S, ~iO,U s " 
aS~,?].llt occurrmg ~ur~ the three year per~od. 

' The 'l'abl,e is incid~based, rath, er than victim 
based, as is the case~~ previous tables. ' 

Of theancidents, with known nl.lI'r1bE;r of offenders, 
93% of homiCide h~~, of, recorded , 
serious assault inCidents invo~ved one victim 
and one offender, and apprQ~imately 21 % of 
assault incidents involvediTIultiple offenders 
and one victim. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

HQAICIDES At>O SeRIOUS ASSAUl}S CO.tAITTED BETWEEN 1ST JANUARY, 1978 #0 31ST DECEMBER, 1980 AN!j'KNj)\lNTO POLlCE '. 
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NUMBER OF VICTiMs AN!) OFFENDERS INVOLVED PER INCIDEI~T 

MURDER MANSLAUQiTER ATTEMPTED MURDER GRIEVOUS BODILY HARM 'ACTUAL SCUlLY HARM 
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D. Biles and ',;,.;i'. Brai thwai te, '\brime Victims 
and the Pb+ice,'~, Australian Psycholog~st 
14, 1979, pp.345-355. 

R. Block; ~'WhyNotify the Police: "The Victim's 
Decision to Notify the Police of an Assault" 

S:t.'imihology VoL11, no.4 (February, 1974) 
pp. 555"';569; D. \,Black, The Manners and Customs 
of the Police (New York: Academic Press, 
1980) Chapter 3. 0 

The interrelationship of assaul t,.Ji1employment, 
and other-indicators of social disadvantage 

" for Local Government Areas inthe·Adelaide 
Sta1;:l.stical Di visionis;.~c?idicat~d'bY the 
fo1lowi!1g correlation coefficient!3: 

(j 

(0) 

.-;J" 

') , 

c .. r., 

Perinatad. 
Mortality 

Assauli.;
Dwellings 

.56** 

.36 

Assault
,:public Places 

.58** 

.18 

Assault
Total 

0. 63* '!I-

(\ 

:;?upportiXlg J~ ~ 

. ,\'1others '@,'1' ." .55** .39 

n 2 .35 

N = 30 
** P = .001 

.32 .44 ,) 

The measures of social disadvantage jointly 
explained 44% of the yariation Jnrates 
of non .... fat.al serious assault across the 
30 metropolitan Local Government Areas. 
Results of a multiple regression analysis 
revealed that long term unemployIDent had 
the greCl;test single influence on rates of 
assa'dlt.inpublic places. Rates of assault 
in dwelling places were best explained ,Joy 
°a combination of long term unemployment 
and other .measuresof "social ~dis?dvantage. 

Assault-Dwellings: Attempted Murder. Grievous 
Bodily Harm, and Actual Bodily H~rm cases 
in houses, rlats,.or dwelling places, 1978-1980, 
p.er 10'00 residential population. 
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Assault-Public Places: Attempted Murder, 
Grievous Bodily Harm,' ,rimd Actuaf Bodily 
ijarm cases outside of houses, flats, or 
dwelling places, 1978-1980, per 1000resident:lal 
population". 

Long Term Unemployment: Percentage of population; 
unemployed for two years or more, at January, ' 
1981. sourg e:. Deparlment for Community Welfare l 

# l{ 

Perinatal Mortality: Perinatal deaths per l 
1000 live births alhd fetal deaths, 1975-1979{ 
"Source: Department for Community Welfare. . , 

6 " 

Support:t.ng Motheri~: Percentage of fa'inilie'1I': 
with children "'in receipt of Supporting Mo~hers I 

, ,; ,i' 
benefits, Januar;y, 1981. SO\jrce: Dep1ilrtm~nt 

:~:. C::::::n1::~:tice. Federal Bu/.au 
of Investigatid!ns, Crime in the Uni ted.~ States "i 
1979 (WashingtJm: U. S • Government Pri(iting 
9ffiqe, 1980) 1b.7. .: 
R. Harding, Fi/~earms and Violen;e i./ Australian 

Q 'Life (Nedlands'!: University of Western Australia 
j,'f.iPr~ss, :1981) p.130. ./ 

.D 
~I 

~) JiGreat Br:itain, Home Of,fice-, Crim~A~al Statistic's, 
England"' and Wales, 1979. (London: HMSO; 
,'~80)P~92. 
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Sources; South Australian,Pol~ce Department; 
Criminal Statistics, England ~nd Wales, 
r97g~ Crime in'the United States, 1979 • 
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f u. S. Departmen',t of Justice, op. ci t. p. 7 . 

. I 
Ibid, P.10. G~eat Britain, Hom"e Office, 

OP:Cit. P.19! .. 

• . J Approximateiy 50% oJ New South Wa},es homicide 
victims arl/ killed by kin. See S. Egger, 
"Victims q~ Women HomiCide Offenders in 
New South Wales" in P.N. Grabosky (ed.) 
Proceedings of the National Symposium on 
Victimology (Canberra: Australian Institute 
of Criminology, 1981). o . 

Sources: South Australian Police Department; 
Criminal Statistics, England and Wales, 
1979; Crime in the United States", (1979. 
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CHAPTER V 

CHARACTERISTICS OF HOMICIDE AND ASpAULT VICTIMS 
ff 

The data in this Chapter reflect Jthe background character-
istics of homicide and serious assault victims. As 

" these data pertain to the victims of recorded homicide 
and assault, oandc§;ince data were unavailable for a 
number of cases, thei reader should eXercise caution 
in generalising to al1..assault Yictims. 

Sex Race and Age of Vi ctihlS 0 

."~ 

Table 22 shows the SeX, '\race'tind age of homicide and 
assault victims. '\ 

Males comprised":;;approximately"60% of homicide victims, 
and just under 80% of vict:l!l1s of serious "assault. 

Data on the age of victims were missing for about 
30% of the cases under review.;1 Just under 60% of those 
assault xJctims whose ages wer,e .,identified were' between 
the ages\';';6f 15 and 30. . \-

'Data on the race of victims were mi$sing from most 
,. files. Neverthele~s, Aboriginal people comprised 10%. 

of those homicide '\Uctims whose race was identified. 
Thus, Aboriginal people comprised no less than 10% 

; (.and perhaps an even greater percentage) of homicide 
':,victims. 
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D' 

1980 /)!'O KNOI'n'l TO POLICE ,,78 AND 31ST 'i(EMBER' 

J=l~~T~~~=~~~=~-" -
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t . M\J!ID~.R " 
GRIEvoliS BODILY HARM \ MANSLAUGITER ATTEMPTED MURDER ACTUAL BOO I L Y IIARIA '. 
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50. 

Victim-Off,enderRace and Sex 

Table 23 shows thg sex of;, victims ai1d offenders. dt 
cases on 'which data were ava:Hable on Seth parties, 
63% of homicides ahd 13% ofseriousas~aul ts wer.e 

,'commi tted by males against males. 
() 

29% of homicides and 18% of serious assaults were 
committed b~ males against ~emales. 

Offences committed by females were too few in numoer 
topermi t meaningful generalisations. " 

~ 

As noted above"~ data: on the racial backgrounq ,<of victims 
was often not available. ,Those data which dq ~exist 
suggest that most homicide and serious assault in 
Soutn Australia occurs amongst members of thesafite 
racial background. 

=:;P 

0 

~ 

~ '<;. 

,0 
,Jl 

~. 

" 
,~1 

" C 

'~.' 

o 

c 

/I.~ 

t 

" t-t· 

';), 

o 

" 

o 

~.\ 

o 

{I 

I
I' 

, 

.. 

,,> 

I 
I 
J 
! , 

" , 

Ij 

'0 

,c 



:r.:.~.".,.:.··.· .. 
l 

r'~ .. :.··· ~ ; , 

., 

" 

;, 

~< .,. 

l~ 

l ." 
'~ 

.. , ~r 

'" . 

~:~~_c ___ ~~~~ ____ ~ ______ ~. ____ ~_~ ___ ~ ___ ~ __________ _ 

sEX OF 

OFFENDER 

.Male 

I} 

F;errale .' 

SEX OF 

VIC'l'IM 

Fel1llle,i. 
") 

Unknown 

Male 

Fel1llle 

TABU: 23 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
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oHQ.4ICIDESDANO SE.RIOUS ASSAULTS O:M.HJTEDBETWEE~' 1sT JANUARY, 
" c f!! ~.~'P 

,1 SEX. OF. VICTIMS At{) dF~~,t~~~RS' 
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52. 

CHAPTER VI 

,CHARACTERISTICS OF HOMICIDE AND SERIOUS ASSAULT 
OFFENDERS/SUSPECTS, 

o 

The data in this Chapter reflect the background charac
teristics of homicide and seriotis assault offender/sus-

,opects. As these data pertain to the identified perpetrators 
or' accused perpetrators ,of: recorded homicide and assault t 
the reader shQuld exercise caution in generalising 
to all assault offenders. 

Table 24 shows the Local Government Area of residence 
,of homicide and ,assault offenders " charged dUring the 

thre~?:~:s un~j:~~:.eview. ,C:" = 

"HomiC'iae offer.iders·:"kere too few in nU,.mber to perrrii t 
any meaningf't~iJ~ene~~{~S~tiOns.'·· 

The' 'number of is~a:i:n t Off~\a~~j..~~)r:c~~iding in Adelaide t 
Enfield t Hindm~rs,l'I", and port:Wd~Ti:frae was greater 
than one migfrt;;' piiedict from .. the population size of 
'these Local Government Area:s·~~;;;~~.·.:· >, ' 

... /! ;;, r::?~'.fjl·· f.> 0 
'''t.~ , , .,JU ;, 

t .. ::::.,---~¢!~";.I number ~roffender/s~spects res:i!~l:~~ in country 
'ru:~~as was CJII,lJ'l-inensurate Wl. th the proporU20nate size 

~;,.). c;::.,' i1H~~-

of the !1on-',iI'~ietr9Po,litari population~' 
II/! jr; 
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LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
AREA 

Adelaide 
Brighton 
BlJrnside 
Carrpbelltown 
East Torrens 
Elizabeth 
Enfield 
Gawler 
Glenelg 
Henley~ronge 
Hindorarsh 
kens~ngton-Norwoo 
Marian . 
Meadows 
Mitcham 
Munno Para 
Noariunga 
Payneham 
Port Adelaide 
Prospect 
.Salisbury 

';" St. Peters 
Stirling 
Tea Tree. Gully 
Thebarton 
Unley 
Walkerville 
West Torrens 
Willunga 
\'loodville 
Country 
Other 

Ii' Unknown 

TQtal 

" 
;;;r;:;:,,..: :; :t:=;:;:;:;:;;:t. 

% of 

o 

TABLE 24 '0 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
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HCMICIDES AND SERlOU'S ASSAULJS C<MAITTED BETWEEN 1ST JANUARY, 1978 AtD31ST DEqEi:lBER: 1980 AND KNCIIN TO POLICE 
,'.\ 
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(, 
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GRIEVOUS BcblL Y HARM State .MURDER· MANSLAUGHTER ATTEMPTED ~IURDER 
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54. 

! ,Offende-rs t s Birthplace 0 I, 

)' 

Table 25 shows the birthplace of offe~ders ~lle~ed 
to have been responsible for the homicid'es a~ni&l serious 
assaults committed during tqe three yea,r perj.cd • 

. ' "tJ 
Australian born persons were predominant, ,ane: no':' overseas 
born nationality was consistently over-rep.l7'er!ented. 

'These findings ,are consistent with other're/earch 
on Lmigration and crime in Australia. (J,) 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 

HC).1ICIDES />NJ SERIOUS ASSAULTS CQ.t,lIT1ED BETWEEN 1ST JANUARY" 197B AND 31ST DEC8:lBER, 1980 AND KNOnN TO POLICE 
o 

" BiRTHPLA~E OF OFFENDERS/SUSPEfTS 

1/ 

MANSLAUGiTER ATTEMPTED MURDER GRIF;VOUS BCOILV HARM r; ACTUAL BOOILY HARM 
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A e, Sex, Race, and Emplo ment status of Offenders/suspects 

Table 26 summarises th~ age, sex, race and employment 
status of identified homicide and seri9usassauJ.t 
offenders/suspects~ 

(J 

The typical offender was a white male in his twenties, 
although homicide offenders tended to be slightly 
older. 82%01.' homicide o:ffenders were under the age 
of 40. Fifty-nine percen~,of s,erious assault offenders 
we:re under age 25. 

( ::-; 

"Ninety percent of homicide ;and assault offenders were 
Jnale. The overwhelming predomin~ce of rnal,es is consisten~; 
acroEis'the major offencegrQupings, with tbe exception 

. of attempted murder wbere females comprised approximately 
38% ,of identified offenders. "" 

Caucasians comprised .approximC\tely 85% of homicide 
and serious assault offenders, and Abqriginal persons 

, .roughiy 15% • The percentage of offenders from Oriental 
Q . . 

or other ,racialbac~grounds was negligible. 
~~ (] 

ApprG>ximately 25% of those chargt;!dwith murder or' 
" manslaughter ~were identified as unemployed at the 

time of' tbe offence. 40% of,thos6 charged with non-fatal 
assaul ts were, unemployed .. 

C'.I:'his latter figu~e' increased annually from 36.2% in 
. 1978 to 44.4% in (1980. 'In the largest class of' ,9f ferices, 
Assaul tOccasioning '.Actual Bodily Harm, 'ifhe number 
of unemployed offenders increased from 1978 to 1980, 
while totals "from ,other occupation'al categories and 
other of :fence categories remained esseJ;ltially constan,j:;. 
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AGE OF :;'?;-7_' 

OFFEl'DER 

Under 18 , 
"'-'~ 

TB-20 ~ -

" .21-24 
25':'30 
31-40 
41-50 
51-60 [.I. 

~; 

Over 60 

Totol 
~.5;t .. " 

" 
" 

'li ,.\ 
RACE OF 
OFFEl'DER 

WhHe 
Abor).ginol 
Oriental 

'Other 
Unknown 

Total 

SEX OF . 
OFFENDER 

Male 
FenDle " 10 Unknown ~~ 

Total . . 
"'" 

U <'I, 
EMPLOYMENT STAJUS. "?:¢-" 
OF OFF~R 

Errployed ,," 
Un~loyed 
Pensioner .~'~ -:)'. 
Home Duties 
Student tI 
Unknown 0 

To~al 

" " 0 
i-< 

~~-~---~----.,..-------------------------...----. ~~-----"-'- ---

o 

6 

()~ 

MURDS~ 

1978 1979 

1 () 
1 5 
2 2 
1 3 
6 9 
1 4 
0 2 
0 0 

12 25 

11 22 
1 3 

12 25 

.. 

1.0 23 
2 , 2 

]2 25 

4 "16 
J '8" 
2 (,)0 
1 1 
1 .0 
1 0 

12 25 

" 
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HCMICIDES -AND SE~IOUS ASSAULTS C()..t..jITTED BETWEEN 1 ST JANUARY, 1978 "'AN) 31.ST DECEMBER, 1980 AND KNOViN TO POLICE 

AGE, ~CE, SEX AND EMPLOyMENT STATUS OF IDENTIFIED OFFENDERS/SUSPECTS 

",= 
~ 

MANSLAUGHTER A TTEMPTED MURDER GRlEVOUS BOOILY HAp.M ACTUAL BCOlLY HARI,! 
! . I 
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Previeus Criminal Histery ef'Adult Offenders/Suspects 
, Q \\ 

Table 27 prevides seme Jnsight inte the previeus criminal 
histeries .of adult persenscharged with the hemicide~ 

'and serieus assault .offences .occurring during the 
three year peried.' 

'0 

c 

Appreximately 33% .of the hemic ide .offenders/suspects 
and ~8% of the asOsault effenderl:?/suspects were :i:dentifie'd 
as having °no previeusad,ul t cenvictions. 47% .of those 
accused of' hemicide and 50~ of theseaccu~ed .of serious 
assault were idel?:tified as h~ving three oX' mere p~iers. 
Closerexaminatien,Q:f> the three mest recent adult 
convictions revealed that many aresefrom relatively 
mirror matters, ~uch as. drunkenness .or 'offences under 
the Re~d Traffic, Act. When .one excfudes' cenvict;ions 0 

for drinking, driving, and ether breaches of public 
,\decorum ene\. finds that 51% of homicide' defendants, 
and 52% of serious assault defendants had no previous. 
adul t" convictions. 
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TABLE 27 ~ 59. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
II 

HaAICIDESAND SERIoUS ASSAULTS cnt.lI TTED BETWEEN 1ST JANUARY, 1.978 Nf:) 31ST DECEMBER ,1980 A/{}, KNOM-I TO POLICE 

PREVIOUS ADULT' roNICTIO'-lS "OF OFFEIDERS/SUSPECTS' AGEDi 8 YEARS 'OR OLDER 

PREVIOUS,.ADULT mNVICTIO'-lS MURDERtvW-lSLAUGlTER ATTEMPTED MURDER GRIEVOUS aOOILV HARM ACTUAL aOOILY HARM 
OFF~RS ~. 18 Y~RS ~~--------~----~+-~~~-----r~----+---------~.-~~--r-~--------r-----~r-~--~~~~----~ 
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Prior.> Assault Convictions and Previous Imprisonment II 

-,,-

'Table 28 shows those. homicide and assaultoffel1ders/sus~ 
peets with:previous "assau:s}" .convictions, and. il1os~' . 
who had served' prevIous terms eif i.rn.prisonmentJ.whether 
as adul tsoras juveniles. 

'0 

I 

/ 
Approximately 38% of the' homici~e defendants., and I 
28% of the.assault defendants wfrre ideritifiedas having 
previous assaul tconvictions. ' , ! 
In addition, apprdxima~elY 40% J\f' the homicid~ defendanL, 
and 32% oft5ea~sault defendan~s il/er.e' identifi'ed 
as having served previoUs termsilof Juvenile of. adilltt 
imprisonment. C .' =' 
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OFFENDER HAS PRIOR 
ASSAULT CONVICTIO'>l 

.0 \\' . 

Prior assault ". 
conviction 

'. 

No prior Qssoult 
conviction 

Unknown 

Total, 

,fREVlOUS JUVENllE OR 
, ADULT DETENUO'>I i 

" 
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Previous detention 
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MURDER 
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p; 10 
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7 15 
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12 2.5 
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MURDER 

197B 1979 
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TABLE 28 

SOUTH AUSTRAt'IA 

HQ.IICIDES AI'D SERIOUS ASSAULTS CCMAlTTED BETWEEN 1 ST JANUARY, 1978 AID 31 ST DECEMBER, 1980 #0 KNOIIN TO POLItE 

PRIOR ASSAULTi!ICGlVICTlO'>l, 00 PREVIOUS DETENTlO'>l OF OFFEI'DERS/SUSPECTS . 
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ATTEMPTED MURDER 
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Bail and Parole status at Time of Offence 

Table .29 shows that les's than 1% ~f defendants were 
on bailor parole for a previous offence at the time 
they were charged with the homicide or assault in 
question. 

It should be noted that the'one par,olee <charged with 
having committed a murder in 1979 was in fact a former 
Victorian prisoner who had been granted parole by" 
the Victorian Parole Board. 

"Monthly returns published by the Australian Institute 
of Criminology have shown consistently higher rates " 
of remand and lower rates of parole in South Australia 
compared to the national aver¥ge. (2) 

These findings suggest that 'bail and parole are not 
granted indiscI'iminately in South Australia, \ and that 
persons on bail Or parole appear not to contl.\ibute 
significantly to the incidehce of hOlnicide or serious 
'assault. 
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I\S Ctl BAIL AT TIME t.lJROER " 
OF OFFENCE 

o 1978 1979 

0 

On boil 

., 
Not on boil 12 .250 

" 
" 

til. 

r 0 
G 

, Unknown 0 0 " 
o 

Total 12 25 

\\ 

ON PAROLE AT TIME 
MURDER 

) OF OFFENCE ii 
'. 1978 1979 

" On parole 
o~ 1 

i 
0 Ii. 

\\ Not on parole 12 24 

o 

Unknown 
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In Jail 
c' 
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Total 12 25 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
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HQAICIDES Al-D SERIOUS ASSAULTS caMITTED BETWEEN 1ST 'JANUARY, 1978 ND 31ST DECEMBER; 1980 AND KNO'm-l TO POLlCE 
~¢ 
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!Totol (%) 1978° I Total (% 1979 1980 I Total (%) 1980 
J . 

(%) 197.8 1980 ! Total 1980 1979 1980 1978 1978 1979 ITotol 1979 (% 
I I ,j I I 

I l\ I " I ~t I II 
I 

I I I : I s ») I 
I 

" 
I I 1 I 

I 1 1 I ~,3 I 0,0 I 
0" 

I I 1 2 01 3 3 1 11 I I , I 5 
" I I I " I 1 

'1 I f) I I 1 
I I 1 I 

I I 1 " I I 
I 1 I I I 
I I I i. I I 
I ,; I I I 

~ ". 98,0 I 10'0.0 I 100,OJ I 9 I,~ 
12 I 49 2' 

,. I 97,2 
2 2 I ; 6 .. 10 11 111 32 ~ 21 21 .22.1 6,4 193 208 230 I 631 - I 

I I I I I 

1 I I I (l I I I I , 
I 

I I "j, 
1 

I n I I I 0 ~I " I I I 

1 h 1 
2,0 I " I 1li I ~'31 I 2,0 

I I 2 1 01 :3 2 " 0 111 13 I I 1 I 
I I I 

;,'1 
I 

I I 1 ~':O 
, .1 

I 1 I l I 1 
I . I I I. 

I I I I I I , 
a I I I I 

13 I 50 100.0 
2 . 2 

I 100.0 1 100,0 I 100,0 I 649 I 00.0 2 I 6 10 11 111 32 .\ ·24· 24 221 ' ,?O 198 209 2421 I I 
I I I if I I 

'0 

ATTEMpTED {lllJRDER GRIEVOUS BOOILV HARM • MANSLAUGiTER \) 
ACTUAL BOOILY HA~A 

1980! 10tol (%) 1980: Total (%) 1978 1979 19801 Total (%) 1978 1979 
I 

('.) 1978 1979 1980: Total 1978 ,;,1979 1198q : Total (% 
I I I 

I 
" I I 

1 I ii I I . 0 
I (j 

" 
I I I 

0 1 
2,0 I I 6,3 . I 2,9 I 'J),3 

I 1 1 01 ,2 1 1 01 2 2" 0 0 1 ? I 

'" I 
I I I 1 
I I I I 
I I r;- "I I 

1 0 1 I I .0 

{~~ 
I I I I I I I I 

13 . 49 9 e.o 

2\\ 
2 2 

I 6 10 0,0 I 93,a I ·91.~ 

2311 
97,~ 

I 9 10 11 I. 30 20 22 221 64 193 208 632 " I I I I I· I I 
n I I I I 
, 

,'r-t I " b " I I I I I I I 1 I 

~'71 
t I I I ,I " I '1 I 2,0 

I I 3. 1 0 1 4 2 0 111 13 I I 
I I 

I 

" I I I ., , I 

I I n I 
I I I I I 1 I I I I 0 I G· I I d' I < 

1 01 2,· . (/".!' I " I . ' 1 
I I \\ I ,.' "."" 
I I 

I "I <, 
7 I I 

I I , I I I I I I 
I 

So 100,0 l'D 0.0 I 100,0 1 Q 0.0 I Ie 0,0 
13 I 1) 2 2 2 10 

6 \ 10 11 ,,11! 2421 I . , I 32 :24 24- 22 70 198 209 649 I I ,'. I , , 
0 

;< 

.0 

o 

1.7 

(J 

" 

n 

0 

o 

a 

o. 

_",0 



-

r 

Q 

(1 

C I, 

~., 

, i? 

o 

'n , 

o " 

o 
& 

~~ . \ 
~. II " r~~~ 'l--- \ 0 

II 
'\\ 

\1 ,( \\\ -

Pre-Trial Detention\l, Absconding ,,~nd Recidt~~,sm by 
'Homicide and AssauIiit Offeriders4Sl.1s p,ects ':>1,\, 

,11" -- .. ' 1// \\,\' 

~
able 30 shows t~":'humbe~ of J~fendants det~~~'nedwith6uto" 

/

b.ail prior to th~~diSPOSi tiOl~J of Charges.,,' aga~nst them,'" 
and of those at l~bel:'ty, the. number who absconded , 
or who cotnmi tted subsequent offences prior to the 

, di~postion 01' charges against them. ,J' • 

Predictably, the likelihood of pre-trial" detention " 
~as. ~omiAensurate with th.e gravity of the offence charged~! 
Whtlst #the majority of tl10se cha;rgedwi thamurder or 

'(I a~C'tempt.:;ed m,11rder wer~, d~tained, 7lh,ly "a small pe1bentage 
vi of defendants cha:rged, wJ.:th non-fi3.t'alassaul ts. w~re 

heldfin custody. With very few e;xc::eptions~ defefldants· , 
freej (?n bai~ neithe~ abs~or:ded"~fo~. c~mmitt"ed s\./bs~quent 
offences prJ.:or to dl.sp.osJ.: tl.on of tneJ.:r cas~ 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE APPREHENSION, CONVICTION] AND' SENTENCING, OF~ HOMICIDE 
o AND SERIOUS ASSAULT OFFENDERS (} ,:' 

o 

Table 31 shows the initial outcomes of homicide and 
.') 

assault cases under study~ .". 

" The reader will note the relatively higd~:1percentage 
of offences, c~eareC(\lp by police: ~4%of"homicides 
'and70% of" serious assaults·. This. high' clear~up rate 
i~\ largely a' function of vi::ctim,...ofi':ender relationship. 
Where em a~sault is committed' by !'lnacquaintance or 
a,;relative, the}\identi ty and whereabouts of'the .o:f\fender 
is rarely in qyestion. 
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. Table 32. shows the o'htcome of homiCide and serious 
assault charges laid." 

The reader will also nd1:f::lastgnificantattri'tion 
. of cases. Only 25% of (>ho~icidedefendants and 36~ 
of those charged with non~fatal assaults were found 
gUil ty as charged.~· 

;j 

The most common outcome of murder 'cases is for the 
defendant to be convicted of\a lesser charge, usually 
manslaughter. Overall 78% of those charged with murder, 
and ~59% of th~se charged with "serious ass~ul t, iver-e 
convicted of some offence. 

Reasons for the attrition of case~ at'e numerous and 
complex. The most obvious involves the different eviden
tianyrequirements of cnarge and conviction. A person 
maybe charged with; an offence if the Police have !) 

reasonable grounds to suspect that h~ or she may have 
committed the offence. A conviction em the other hand 
requires either an admiSsion of guilt on ,the part 
of the accti~ed (.a guilty plea) or proof''. of guilt beyond 
reasonable doubt {convictiom by a jury) ~ " 

\' 0 

It is thus understandable that whilst the\Police may 

.0 

;\ 

. , 
o generally be expected to lay the' most seri6~s charges '1\ 

which the evidence might conceivably suppor:~" the 
ultimate outcome can be ,q~ite different.:, ~ 

Readers will note that charges were w.i th~r~wi\n l,Z% I 
of assaults occasioning grievious bodily harm a1':J,d I~ 
in 16% of assaill ts occasio~ing acttlal bodily harii~: j 
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AND K~N TO POLICE 
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When a defendant is convicted of a 'homicide or serious 
'assaul t, it is the responsibility of the Justice of 
the Supreme Court, or the Judge of the District Criminal 
Court t?, impose a sentence. 

Factors which enter into the judiqial determination 
c? () 

of a sentence are nume~ous and complex. The reader Q( 

will recall Qlthatapar:,t from murder, which carries 
a mandatory sentenceQf life imprisonment, the Criminal 
Law Consolidatioh Act gives judges considerable discretion 
in determining an appropriate sentence. o 

Among the factors which Judges may consider in deter
mining a sentence al--e the relati v~ soer'iousness of 
the offence, the degr~e of provocation on the part 
of the victim, the defendant's previous criminal record ,"-~ 
his or her ties to family and community, and the degree?" 
of contrition which he or she has shown. In addition, 
an assessment of the likelihood of reoffending "may c., 

also be made. 

r~" 0 , All of those adult defendants convicted of murder, 
and one-third of those convicted as charged of serious 
assault were sentenced to immediate imprisonment. 

0, 

As Table 34 indicates, sixty-bwo percent of adult 
murder defendants convic;ted of' a lesser offence, and 
25%: of (serious assault defendants convicted bf lesser 
charges received prison ,sentences. 
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Standard Deviation 
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CHAPTER VIII 

o 

THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL,OF VIOLENCE: A REVIEW OF 
POTENTIAL STRATEGIES 

It should"be apparent from earlier chapters of this 
report that the level of homicide. and serious non-sexual. 
assaul t in present day South Australia compares favourably ... 

",;, wi th rates reported by other Australian jurisdictions 
and in western 'indusJ;rial societies generally.' This 
.is not to suggest that Government and members, of the 
public should be unconcerned with,approaches to the 
reduction of violence. 

Violent crime is not randomly distributed across 
time and space. The propensity to offend, and the 
risk of becoming a vict£m,., are much greater for some 
types 0:t"peop1e, in certain social se'ttings, than 
for others. (f 

The f'indings reported above, in light of previous 
research from Australia and oVerseas, permit ,a review 
of some approaches to the prevention and control of 
violence. These will be discussed in the pages"which , j< 

. fo110w.~· :.\ 
~,::: ,j, 

It shoulp be recognised a.t the outset that homicides' 
( and servious assaults occur in a yariety of social 

and environmental contexts. Many factors, contribute 
to criminal violence, and no .combination of' ini tiati ves , . 
l)1uch less one single policy or programme, caritransform 
South Australia into aviolence-:free utopia. Readers 
should besKep'~ical of. easy answers or quick fixes. 

d;;. 
Apparen'tly simple solutions may provide a very small 
return on a !substantial investment. Others may in 
fact be counter-pr9ductive: ' 

'" 

D , 

75. 

., 
1\ 

},: 

" ii " 
Alcohol and OtherJ)rugs 

,i', 
,,! ," cl~ '.' 

Ther:~lationshj,p of'\alcohol to violent crime is clearly 
appeL1:~t~nt. Alcohol tG'nds to !'lubricate" altercations, 
ofteni:facilitating their escalation into an attack. ' 
Alcoh6l tends to lower inhibitions, enabling the release 
of,aggressive impulses which might otherwise be contained. 
There :is no doubt that alcohol increases the probability 

, H ' . 

that sc)me individualsw.ill engage in violent crime. (1) 
For sin!rilar reasons, if increases the probability 
i:;,flatot:mer individuals will bEtcome. victims of v'iolence. 
4' .t\;~' , " 

f.tbn the ~~ther hand, the vast maj ori ty of alcohol users 
\~;dQ !lotJ'ngage in assaultive behaviour •. Si,nce a number 

/' Of" " ;/'n, ,r:,ft:Jpha, rm,aGolC?g'ical ll
, ,factors inf,luence ',both dr,inking 

/ and aggr\~ssion, total prohibition, evel'lif it were 
I fe~fB'1e~' would not", eliminate violence •. Thus, the 

:inco,~verdence to '~le law-abiding public, and di~uption 
to somE! ~iectorsof the economy ,which would result 
fromsevete restrictions in trading or from prohibitive 
increa'Ses~in prices of alcoholic beverages, should. 
be" weigh~(\' against the number of offences likely to 
be avertedl~ \l., 0 .. 1 

Ne~erthele~~er~ainalternatives involving the p~icing ';;, 
of a~c~.ohoi:,~c\~eveI;'ag~s ar~ worthy of con~iderat~on. 
By fl.xl.ng bt~verage prl.ces l.n accordance wl.ththe,l;.r 
alcOhol conlent, one provides an economic incentive 
to selec~, °a ~rilder dr~nk. "Anticipated amendments to 
the LicensinlgAct Sho~11d,acc9mplish this early i'n 
1982'~SUC,h a.~strategy\\might a1s,'C;,, have a. s"alutary effect 
on the incide:pce of ,rJadtraff'i6 'fatalities, which, , ' 
as was noted ';rbove, are much more numerous thanhomic:j.des 
in South .Australia,. o· " ,,@ 
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The relationship between crime and the use of drugs 
other than alcohol has been the subject of considerable 
discussioI1 over the past decade, mud?' of it il'i-informed. 
To assert significantly that 'drug. use impels people 
irlto a life of c;'ime' 9"ter.looks the fact that many 
offenders who happen t() be drug users have a record 
of offending which long precedes ')tneir involvement 
with drugs. (2) Moreover, \',!hendr~g use and offending r:"! 

are found together, commentators ten'd too often t() 
ignore that drug use, and crime are often independent 
products (co,symptomatic, as it were) of 
non-pharmacological factors. 

Overseas reasearch on the relations,hip between heroin 
use and crime suggests that addicts commit fewer violent 
crimes than non:':addict offenders. The av,ailable data 
on the physiological and psychological effects of 
marijuana'strongly ~uggest that it does not usual~ 
induce aggressive behaviour. On the other hand, it 
appears that amphetamines and barbiturates are both 
associated with assaultive behaviour, as is PCP (Angel" 
Dust). (3) Generalisations about other"'stlpstances 
oJ:' aboJlt. combinati.ons,·of substances mus.t- await further 
research. 

Fi~earms 

As was noted above, firearms.are used in about half 
of all murders committed in South Australia. It is. 
'hardly coincidental that those industrial societies 
such as Sweden, Japan, Britain, France and West @ermEmy, 
all noted for low rates of homicide, are also noted. 
for "the restrictions which they impose, on their citizens I 
ability to purchase and possess firearms. As Australia's 
fo~emost authority on firearms and violence has observed,_ 
gun a"ailabili ty seems to be' ,associated with gun vio
lence: (4) 

o 

l ............. ___ ·,"_ 

(\ '-' 

q' 

D 

I') 
To ,be sure, the vast majority of people who own" and 
use firearms in S'outh AustralIa do not commi t °a~saul t. 
It never.theless seems appropriq.tetq require thai\ 
firearms ownerS demonstrate tra:;ning qualification~. 
and good character. Under existing SO'f,lth Austral iarl, '; 
law, p,~rsons \'{itha pre.yious criminal 1('ecorR may be\t· , 
denied a licence by the Registrar of F:L'rearms. Moreot."erj 
police are empower~d to sieze firearms i'rom anyone \\\' 

"on reasonabl~:;1.!spicion that he or she is. not a fit'·· 
and proper pers.on to possess such weapons; 

~ 

A point worthY'of note (recalling that half of all 
murders committed in the United states are c~mmitted 
with handguns) is the relative rarity of handgun use 
in South Australian violent crime. In contrast '. wi th 
those firearms used for hunting and target prac'tice, 
handguns serv'e no legitimate recreational purpose. 
The,ir availability should continue ~o be stringently 
controll ed. .!rl 

Economic Conditions 

The relationship between ecol1omic conditions and. 'violent 
crime has been the 'subject of considerable overseas 
inquiry, and is receiving growing attentioi'l'in Aust
ralia. (5) The frust:ratiol1s inevitably engendered 
by adverse economic conditions are easily translated 
into aggressive acts. Recent Australian research has 
shown a relationship between poverty and crime. The 
Annual Report of the Comniis,sioner"of Police (1979-80) 
has noted the relationship between unemployment and 
crime c!.!:n South Australia. (6) The reader will r,ecall 
that upwards ,of 40% of tho"se charged with serious 
~~ssaul t in South Australia during the past three years 
were unemployed at the time of tire offence. Results 
of" the 1975 ABS survey' suggest that the risk of b",ecoming 
a victim of assault is also gres,terfor an unemployed 
person. (7) , 
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Although the majority of unemployed people are non-violent, 
law abiding citizens, there seems little doubt"that 
steps taken t~ reduge unemployment and to improve 
the level of well beingcof the most disadvantaged 
members of the South Australian public could contribute 
to a reduction in violence., 

Communications Media 
o 

The role of the media as an actual contributor 1.:0 1 

the level of violence in South Australia remains unde~ 
termined. Studies in Britain and the U.S. have shown 
that televised fictional portrayals of violence produce 
aggression in some viewers. (8) Accumulating evidence 
from overseas suggests that' news coverage of 1Jiolence, 
may also~inspire imitation. (9) Research on these 
issues in the Australian context is sorely l~cking, 
and should be undertaken as soon as possible'~ Meanwnile, 
news editors and program directors should be encouraged 
to exercise gr~ater discretion and sensitivity in ' 
portrayals of violence .," 

The Punishment of Violent Offenders 

It is often argued that more severe punishment is 
the most efficient and effective '!leans of reducing 
violent crime. Advocates of capital punishment maintain 
that it is a deterrent to homicide. Others contend 
that longer terms of imprisonment "incapacitate" violent 
offe?ders, and deter them and others from committing 
additional offences. 

The solution of more punishment, however, does not 
do justice to the complexities of criminal behaviour. 
As we have seen, many murders and assaults are "inside" 
crimes, and therefore less amenable to deterrence 

\,\ 

/ 
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by surveillance than such offences as robbery. Moreover; 
a significant proporti'on of a'ssaul ts are committed 
in the heat of the moment; offenders do not usually 
engage in a rational consideration of the conseql!;ence 
of their actions. 

Rese~rch suggests that the threat of execution is 
o no more likely than the threat of life imprisonment -~ 

to deter prospective murderers. (10) Indeed, some 
evidence of a brutalizing, cQ.unter-deterrent effect 
of the death penalty has been f~~nd.(ll) 

" J 
,Although the imposition of more and longer prison 

terms on convicted offenders might be expected to 
produce a decrease in the rate of assault, experts 
have found that massive increases in imprisonment 
are required in order to achieve a modest reduction 
in crime. (12) This is especially significant, given 
the cost of operating secure prisons. Minimal requirements 
of security and safety necessitate the employment 
of approximatel~ one prison officer for every two 
prisoners. The cosiJ, of confining a prisoner in South 
Australia today exceeds $14,000 p~r prisoner per year. (13) 

This is not to suggest that prison is an inappropriate 
sanction for violent offenders,~ There are a few dangerous 
offenders from whom members of the public must be 
protected. The possibility of a prison sentence no 
doubt discourages some people from committing crimes 
of violence. Moreover, through the threat of imprisonment, 
society expresSeS its condemn,ation of violence. 

Overall, the use of imprisonment is an imperfect and 
very costly solution to a complex problem. It should 
continue to be employed selectively rf,tther than 'b 
indiscriminately. 
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Confronting Domestic Violence 

The issue of domes'tic\ violence, lon/'neglected by 
criminologists and pufllic officials in Australia, 
has begun to receive fncreasing attention. (14) Researchers 
and commentators on domestic violence have tended 
to focu!? on two themes: the passivity of victims" (who, 
with few exceptions, are female) and the passivLty 
of police, who whilst always responding to calls to 
the scene of domestic violence, have traditionally 
been disincl;i.ned to invoke the criminal sanction against 
offenders except in extreme cases. 

This is particularly significant, given that much 
domestic violence appeal"S to occur on ,a chronic, repeti ti ve, 
basis, as opposed to a one-time, sudden a,ssaul t,. One 

, overseas st'-1dy showed that during the two years preceding 
an arrest for a domestic ~ssault or murder, police 
previously had been called to the scene of the crime 
at least once

D 
in 85% of? the cases and five or more 

times in over half the cases. ( 1,5) 

Procedure,s 1'01'. dealing with domestic viQlence in South 
Australia are among the most sophisticated in Australia. 
In' addit10n to police, a twenty-four hour mobile 
crisis intervention service is provided by the Department 
for Community Welfare. 

A1though it is argued by some that dOmestic violence 
requires a more rigorous application of powers of 
arrest qnd prosecution, the fact 'remains that there 
is no systematic evidence on the relative impact pf 

'0 

.arrest, and alternative crisis intervention approaches 
to domestic violence anywhere in Aust'ralia. It is 

;1 

wel3. within the competence of Australian police and 
community welfare departments to conduct'ca,refully 
designed field experiments on such questions. (16) 
The sys1fematic knowledge which these experim~nts will 
yi,eld sr~ould permit a more effective response to domestic 
conflict. 

o 

" 

Detailedcapproaches to the problem of domestic violence 
in South Australia are presently underrev:i.ew by an, 

o interdepartmental Government committee, and will not 
be accorded discussion here. However, it is, worth::~;' 
noting briefly three basic strategies for reducing 
the vulnerability of domestic violence victims. Equal 
elT!ployment opportunities for wonfen will help reduce 
their economic dependence on offenders. Self-defence 
and assertiveness training, ideally incorporated in 
school physical education .programmes, could contribute 
to a greater sense of self-worth and to a lessehing 
of the passivity noted above. Finally, continued expansion 
agd improvement of shelter facilities for domestic 
violence victims will provide a more desirable alternative 

,;,to remaining wi thin a violent relationship. 

Measures to reduce violence against children in South 
"0 Australia were' accorded considerable attention'\ in 

the Report of ttie Committee, of Inquiry on Victims 
of Crime, and wiill not .be discussed in detail here. (17) 
Parenting educc{ition and family ,support programmes 

o ,./ " 
are generally regarded as the best line of defence 
against child 8,buse. The~e should continue -to be 

I • 
encou!'.l'lged. P' 6' 

, ~r!. 
'I fR t" f 'I~p 1" PI" 0 norma l.on 01~ 0 l.CY annl.n~ 

!,!J 

The tradi tion~i basis for thec]',assification of assaults 
throughout ttuf English speaking world l1as be,en the 
degree of i~~ inflicted, upon the victim and the 
degree of pr:emeditation on the part of the offender. 
The merits of ,these criteria and their utility for 
determining t;he severity of the offence and the culpa-"'" 
bilJ ty of th~f Offender are beyond dispute. Ii 

II # 
Statistics af. violent crime would be even more informa-
ti ve, howev~r, if they were also based' on vicf,/;im-offender 
relationship. Not only woul,d the public I s fea!r of G ' 

o crime be considerably reduced if it, wer~ mor~ widely 

o 
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known. that most cririlinalcas$aults are suffered at 
the hands pi' re'latives"or abquaintances; programmes () 
for the preventidh of crime;, and treatment of il offenders 

, indeed.theallocation
o 
of r~sol.\rccis th:q6ughout "the 

"entire qr,i,minal justice syst~m "O"could be accomplished 
,pn a more 'sound empirical 'basis. (1.8) 

" <0 ..:: ~ 

G (, 

'to this end, systematic d'ata on" t~e circumstances 
of assau4t, on the charact~ristics of vi"Ctims, 
and on relationship between viJctims and offenders 

/c\.shoilld be routinely compned from a var'iety' of sources.' 
Information from po1ic#l~~ecords stlOuld·' be supplemented 
by data from crime victim surveysJ~ by statistics from 

.': e0"'. 'j' "f,~l ."" (', 

crisis interventionO~'-seI'vices arid women's '. shelters; 
and by health statistics. Such a difPer,'entiated approa9h 
will provide a more ~~comprehensi ve perspecti,ve on '~iolence 
in society. It woulg rea'iii9u~~I" those' whose risk of." IT , 

o becomJng a victim is remote, \If,hile o serving to Gpution 
the;. more vulnerable. '=!j -

There" cunJbe no ~~e "solution" to the reduction of 
hbmicid~ and serious assault in ,South Ausi;:t~lia, for 
these forms of c~iminal)i ty, can and dp a:[~ise ,from a"'· 
va:riety, of contributi~g factors. Many" of~these ;factors 
are the responsibility of' agend~s Qutsiae the criminal 
justicesys~tem;~\!'it mus"t b'e e!)1Poasisedthat- a" substantial 
pJ:'oportion of'. ct>iminal vtolence 1s beyond .j;he 'c€tpaci ty 
of pol~'ce, courts, ahd corJ:'ectionsalone'l to control."" 
A judicious·",mix of ~the alt~rnatives discuss;eci above, 
6~mbined with c.ontinuedbasic an'aappl;ie'dresearch,. \) a 

can contain violcence wi thin rnanag~ableo limits. 0 
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ofFICE OFCRI": STATISTICS 

ASSAULT STtDY- CIRtwsTAtCES OF OFFEtCE 

C.R . Number ..••.••.••. ' •• , •••• , •. to 
fl 

A.P. Nunher ..•.. :; •. d .•••••••••• ': •• 

\licrofUm Number •••••• , .•••..•• Coder's Initials ···v····-··········· .. · 

CFFEIU: ...•..•....• ' .••.•.•.. , •••••.•••••••••..••••.••••.• 
(write 1n) 

I. T iroeof, offence: At of betweeri ['. ~c=Ll hour59n 

and CLJ:L] hours on 

2. D.C.U. where comnitted: 
., 

.3. LOcciHon of offence: 

'Private home or flat 
Shop 
Restaurant, Hotel or Club 
Cor park~rPublic oorage 

Taxi , 
Other motor vehicle 
Railwoy station 
Public park 
Thea,tre 

.:!.-, 

I I .~, I' I ,I 

CiT-2ILl 
I, I I , 

CII 

01. 
02. 
03., 
04. 
05. 
06. 
07. 
OS. 

Street ,,+, 
Sporling event 

09. 
10. 
11. 
12.' 
13. 
14. 
15. 
19. 

Other place of entertainment 
Beach Other ' 
Public transport ,Unknown 

30 •. Was the off~nce 'commit ted in ,a public 'toilet? 

4.,,:' Means ot 'attock: 

Fireann .J. 
,2. 
3. 
4. 

Sharp instrument -held,in hand 
, Blunt "instrument ' - ,held in hand 
'Punch, "kick,. push. etl:. o ~. . , 

5. Type of firecmn: 
- <" 

A. O. 'Not applicable 
1. Rif.le 
2. ShotgUri 
3. Air-rifle 
4. Re~olver 

'B. O. Not applicable 
1. Single shot , 0 

2. Repeatet 
, 3." ' Sdf-looding 

C. Colibre·· 

6. Sel< of victim: 

5 . 
6. 
7. 
S. 
? 

,5. 
6. 
7. 
B. 

ci<9. 

M.i.ssil.e 
Strangulation' 
Explosion. 
Poison 
Unknown 

Automa ti cph .tal 
,speargun 
,Explosive po'Yered tool 
other ' 
Unknown 

4. Double borrel 
5,. Imi tatian 
9: Unknown 

o 

L IAale,. 2_ Female' 9. Unkno!'n 0 = 
7. "Age ofvict.i.m \inyeors -unkno"rii~ 99) 

8. Race of Victim: 

I. White 
~. AbodUi'kll 

3. Or itm t.o I 
'i. lJ .. lnown 

II 
. ,jf 

J 
If 

,It; 

J" ' 

,,00 

o 

__ --~-----:;---O-..-,----.--.---- ----

o \ 

9. Injury tOI'vi~h.lTI: 

01. Death 07. 
,.02. ,Fractures , 

2. 

~ 
fractuifes:::~, cub; gashes, stabs, 
requ.i.ting medical atterition, and 
hospital ,03 • Cuts, gash'7,s; stabs, "requiring 

medical attention OB • 
04, Fractvres, &cuh,gashes, stabs, 09. 

requirirlg medical, aHenHol} 

Shock reguidngmedicol attention 
Other conditions requiring'medical 
aUerition . 

05. Fractures ,and hospital YCl.. 
'06':Cut~, goshes~~taps; .requi~ing 11. 

me<b.cql attenhan'and'hosp1 tal 

Bruises, abrasiqns or minor wounds 
None, ,or ,Of:g~ igible 

10.' NUnber of -victims: 
. " 

11. Number of offenders (asreported"by victim): 

12., Was robbery .. a mati ve for the :assault? 

1. Yes 2.' No 

13: Weis ~here evidence of provocation? 

1. Yes ,2. INo, 

14. Had alcohol 'been c:tinsuned prior to, offence? 
{.i < J~~ 

9,. Unknown 

9'.Unknawn 

1. 
2~ 
3. 

'ByavicJim 
By an 'qffender 

4. 
9. 

'No alcohol COnSlmled 
Unknown 

B,y both victim and, offender 

15. ,Hod, drugs been ,consumed prior to offence? 

16. 

1. ,By a ,victim 
"2. ,By an offender 

J. "By both victim and .,offender 

Prilnary offeridet"<victim relationship: 
p 

01. :Husband:-:Wife 
02. Divorced husband~wife 

iO 

4. No druirs consumed 
'9. Unknown 

0\' 
1\ 

04., ' Ex de-fa dos . 
03. De~fqC,tolll' , 

05. Parent:,c~i1d 

os. 
.09. 
10. n. 
12. 
13; 
14; 
12. 

Close t:tie~ot laver 
'Sex rivals or enemies 
Prostitl~te-client 
'Ac:quain~ance or ,buSineu 
S~range~:s ,,' 

relations 

')7. , 

18. 

06,. Brothe'-l\ister " " 
07 • 'Other, le~,I\S,,' immed, iate 'femily 

(CouSin,~uncle, etc.) 

::f,";~ O::l~' . 
B.H Ye$ 

" (I 
1. Arres t\ by P9li~e 

~I 
I,'. 

NWlber of aUe l.aers charged: 

o (.) 

2. 

2. 

'C1 U:ten~police officer 

Other,', ,\i 
Unkno.,n \': 

.1, 3. Unfounded 

II ,', " 
Detention by vJLctim °3. Bther 
,or passerby 'r; , 

,I 

Ii 
!i 
" 

• ';1 

',6 

OJ 

o 
o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 
-"0 

,p 

" 

0, 

n 

'" " '," l 
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" 
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" :,A.P. Number 

OFFICE OF CRIME STATISTICS , 

ASSAUL T STUDY - DETAILS OF OFFEtaR 

........................ ,) 
: Microfilm Number Coder's'lnitiols .... , •••• ,0 • ~ ••••• '"' ••• 

I., ; Residence cd offender: (~~b~~b . ~~i~ . ~. ~~f i~ . i~) ................ . 
Office Use Only 

I II I I I 
" 

2 •. , Country or State of birth of offender: , "" 1~~it~'i~)""" " ....... 

3. 

4. 

.5. 

6. 

, 'I 

O'ffender's ~'te,of birth: 

Rad~ of~ffend:er: 

l. White 
2. Aboriginal 

Sex of offender: 

1. Mole, 

Offender' s,errp16yment status: 

I. E~loyed 
2. Unerrployed 

'" 3. "Oriental 
9. Unknown 

2. Femcile 

,3. Pensioner 
4. Home Duties 

9. 

.5. 
9. 

Studen,t 
Unknown iJ9 

trJ 

o 

o 

7. 'Three most recent previous adul f convictions ( write in) 
Office Use Onl 

II 
...... -' ...... ,. .. ; .. "' ...... ,. ....... . ., .................... . 
' ........ -.. ., ;. ....... ,. ....... -'.' ........... . 

8. Dote of lost conviction: 

9. Prior ossoul t conviction: 

1. Yes 2. No ,9. Unknown 
o 

10. Nooi>er of cards of criminol record,: 

'II. Previous juvenile or adul t detentio[l for any offence: 

1. Yes 
c' 

2. No '1. Unknown 

12. Was offender on boil for previo'u~ offenc:e eft time of ,COl!I\1ission, of offence? 

I. Yes 2. No 9. Unknown 

~ amOunt in.S 

13. Was ,offender on parole for previous offence ot time'"of cOlTl!lission of .offence? 

1. Yes 2. No 9. oUnkl1Own 

14. Was offender de to ir)eO without bC!il Ilt co'rm~mc:_rit of trial? 

1. Yes Z. Ho 9. Unknown 

o 

0 

I I I 

o 
IT! 

o 
o 

'l 

'2. 

1'5~ "Did derendant (if gronted boil) abscond? 

1. '{es 2. 'No Unknown 

16; Di'd defendant (if ~gronted boil) COlJ111it a subsequent offence? 

1 •• Yes 2. No 9, Unknown 

, DETAILS OF COURT DISPOSITIot (if. ~,"y) 

1. 

-, ."'el '2. 

3. 

Court outcpme: 

1.. AU charges withdrown or 
ntfUeprosequi , 

2. ,"Not guilty , , 
3. Guilty principal assault! 

homicioe charge 

4. Guilty lesser assault charge 
'S.Not guilttt,(NP) ossoult/guilty other 
6. Assou~t withdrawn/guIlty other 
7. Other 
9. Unknown 

't;J 
Penal ty (for homlcide/?ssaul t ~g.!'W/~ 

J. 
Q;2. 

3. 
4. 

Not applicable 
Fine only 
Bond,only 
Direct imprisonment 

5 • In-pr,isorvnent (suspend~d sentence) 
6. Fine and Bond 
7. Fine and, Imprisonment 
B; Fine and Suspended Sentence 

Amount oJ fine (in dollars} 

Total effective sentence for all counts of assault: 
)1 

years, 

month 

\ 
\ \ , 
\ 

days 

o 
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Series I: 

,0 

o 

Series II: 

'1 \ 
1 0 
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J? 
PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN OFFICE OF"CRIME STATISTICS 

Crime and Justice in South Australia - Quarterly Reports 

Vo],~l No.1 Report for the PetiodEnding 31st December. 1978 (February, 1979) 

Vol. I· No.2 Report for' the Period 'Ending 31st March, 1979 (June, 1979) 

Vol.1 No.3 Report for the PeI"iod Ending 30th June, 1979 (Sep:cember, 1979) 

vof.;fr No.1 Report for the Per£od Ending 30th September" 1979 (December, 1979)" 

Vo1.2",No.2 Report for the Pei'iod Ending 31st December, 1979 (Marc,h, '1980) 

Voi.Z No.~ .Report 10r the Period Ending 31st March, 1~80 (July, 1980) 
, If 

Vol. 2 Nb.4 Report for the Period Ending 30th June, 1980 ,(September, 1980) 
a ; . 

Vola.38 No.1 "Re~ort, for the Period Ending 30th Sept~mber, 1980 (Decemqer, 1980) 

,Vo1.3 NC;.2 Rep,ort for thec- Period Ending 31st December', 1980 (May" 1981) .' , 

Vol.3 No.3 Report for the Period Ending 31s.t March, 1981 (July; ,;1981) 

;;,Vb1.3' No~4Heport for the Period Ending 30th June, 1981' (September:, 1981) 

iJ6~iHomicide in South Australia: Rates and Trends in Comparative Perspective 
. ';} r-' .,,,. ~ 0 " 

d' (~::ruly, 1979) n b 
~.or~', .I) .. -Q ' -

No.2 Law ~d Qr,der in South' Australia:'" An Introduction to Crime and Criminal 
Policy (Septembera ~979) 

'" tt. 

N6.3Robbery inSol,.\th Australia (February, 1980) 

.No.5 

No.6 

, , . 
Statistics from Courts of Summary Jurisdiction:., Selected Returns from 
Adelaide Magistrates' Cou~,t: 1st Ja'nu/lry-30thc June, 1979 (March, .1'980), 

Stati.stics, from Courts' of Summary Juris,diction:, Selected Retu:rns'f'rom 
So}ith Australian Courts: 1st July-3i::;t Pecember, 1979 (S~pteinber, 1980) 

Siatistics from Courts ~f Summary,'Jurisd~ction: Sele~ted a'eturns' "from 
S6~th, Australian, {~ourts: .lst January-30th ,June" 1980' (December, 1980," 

N,0.7 ,Statif3tics from",Courts of Summary~ Jurisdictfon: Selecte'd Returns:from . 
South Australian' Courts: 1st July:'31st": December, 1980 (September,' 1981)' 

No.8 

No.9 

, . ~ (\ 

Statistics :from Supr~me and Di;strict C Cri'!linal C04rts':.· 1st July. 1980 
30th June, 1981 (November," 198i) . 

Homicide and Serious Assa~~t in South Australia' (November, 1981) 
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