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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

The rate of rape is increasing, and may be increasing even more 

than other crimes. Between 1970 and 1979 , the rate of rapes per 

J.°n'creased 84%, while the increase for all violent 100, 000 inhabitants t' 

47tf and the increas.e 'in the crime index total was 39% (U.S. crimes was '" 

) Probably some of t.his increase was due Department of Justice, 1979 • 

to women's increased willingness to report rape. 

Both rapists and rape victims tend to be relatively young. In 

1 ObI ape were under 21 (U.S. 1979, 34% of those arrested for forcJ. e r 

) In his study bf Philadelphia rape , ~ir Department of Justice, 1979 • 

(1979) foun a '" d th t 40" of the offenders were between 15 and 19 years, 

old. Victims were also youthful. Twenty per cent of the victims were 

age 10-14, a fourth were 15-19. 

Adoles~nt rap_~ v~ctims are of concern not Onl\beCaUSe of their __ 

they are a difficult group to counseL large numbers: but also because 

Burgess and Holmstrom (1974, pp. 52~56) describe a predominantly 

adolescent sample (which included some children as well). Immediately 

following the rape or assault, tWQ~thirds of the 
,./ 

sample mapifested a 

"controlled style" in which th~fvictim was shy, 

(; 

;) 

h arr"ested for all violent 1 They were typical of those., w 0 were 
cr imes, 0 f whom 38% were under 21. <l 

1 '( ...< 

i'righ tened arid subdued, and had difficulty expressing herself and 
5 

answering questions due to distress. The victim often wanted to put 

the assault out of her mind. She didn't want to talk about it because 

of the unpleasant feelings aroused. She didn't realize that her 

recovery might be facilitated by talking about it. Also, because of 

her immaturity, she might lack the cognitive ability and vocabulary to 

express her feelings and ideas. 
Girls who were virgins at the time of 

the assaul thad difficulty talking about sexual issuas becau~'e'lof 
embarrassment and,because sexual issues were so unfamiliar that they 

might not know how to talk about them or what to discuss. The present 

study was suggested 'by the staff of Pittsburgh Action Against Rape, as 

a result or their experience with adolescent victims. co In counseling 

such Victims, it would be helpful for Counselors to know something 

about how teenage girls typically think about rape, how they think 

others will react to the knowledge that they have been raped~ and so 

1\ 

on. 
Counselors with such knowledge might be able to help the girl 

express her feelings. 

The high rates of rape and the increasing concerns with women's 

issues have led to a large amount of research in the area of rape. 

Much r,esearch has beep done on rape victims, but because of prohlems 

with doing research on minors, litt~e has been done with adolescents. 

This omission is serious. The phenom~non of rape is different for 

adolescents th~~ for adults. Adolescents are more likely to be 

sexually a~.~aul ted in ,certain types of situations (dating, 

() hitch-hiking) than adults. Theil' experience of rape is probably .' 

somewhat different because of their level of cognitive and 

" . 

C,,., .. . ...,,-~, --~-.~~ ~ 
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sexual development. Therefore: more research focused on adolescents is 

needed. 

, 

Another impetus for the present study was the need for knowledge 

to guide rape education and preven tion programs. 'For such programs, 

researc~l is needed on the beliefs and attitudes of the population as a 

whole. Such studies have been done with adults (Burt, 1980; Feild, 

1978) but little has been done with teenagers. An unpublished pilot 

study conducted by Sandra Gross Behrends, a counselor with Pittsburgh 

Action Against Rape, indicated that many teenage girls had 

misconceptions about rape. ii " II 
High school students in Law and Justice 

classes filled out a true-falSe questionnaire. High perQentag.es of 

students answered "true" to statements like "most rapes happen in the 

street during the late night hours" (research ,shows that the majority 

of rapes occur' indoors, AmiI' , 1971), and "A woman asks for rape if she 

is dressed in a short skirt or halter," (experts believe that clothi.ng 

has little to do with rape). 
Such beliefs might cause a teenage girl u 

I) 

to conclude that rape could not happen to her because she isn't that 

kind of girl, would not be in that situation, ('etc. Therefore, she 

would probably be less likely to take the precautions which might 

prevent rape, and be poorly prepared to deal with a ra,pe if it occurs. 

Research on teenagers I beliefs is n~eded, in order to know what ar,eas 
" 

of misinformation need to be focused on in rape educa tion and 

prevention programs. 

Howevel", rape education and pr'ever.,tion and the counseling of rC):pe 

victims undoubtedly involve more th~ simply Correcting niisi'nforma tion 

and mis,Qonceptions of rape. Beliefs about rape are Probably deeply 

j I: 

.. '.~ 

" 

7 
rooted in beliefs about sex roles and male-female relationships, 

including stereotypes about the male as dominant and aggressive and the 

female as acquiescent, the male as initiator of seXual relationships 

and the female as responsible for keeping them from gOing "too far," 

etc. Therefore, the present study included qUestions on attitudes 

towards rape, male-female relaticmships and sex roles. 

Male beliefs and attitudes 'towards rape are relatively neglected 

areas of study. Very few males, of course, commit rape. But attitudes 

widely held in SOCiety may SUppl,)rt rape directly, by blaming the victim 

(she was "easy," she led him on, etc.) or indirectly by defining 

masculinity in terms of aggres:sion and domination of women, by 

emphasizing the sexual aspect of male-female relationships to the 

neglect of other aspects, etc". On the other hand, tolerance of rape 

may simply be the general expression of anti-social, violent 

" personality. Some research has been done in this area with adults 

(Field, 1978; Burt, 1980) but more needs to be done with adolescents. 

There is need for morf~ thorough knowledge about female and male 

beliefs and attituaes towairds rape, and about the attitudes towards sex 

roles which SUpport them. Such kId ld 0d 
now e ge COlI gu~ e the deSign of 

r'ape education and prevention programs which could have a positive 

impact on the problem ot' rape. It could also be useful to those who 

counsel rape victims. /The presen t study was deSigned to meet these 

needs.) 

o· 

. ~ iU 
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Chapter 2 

Method 

)1 

In addition tol/the usual methodological' problems of survey 

research, the study involved a number of particular problems, because 

the r'espondents were adolescents and the topics were the sensitive ones 

of sexual behavior and sexual assault. 

Sample 

The sample consisted of females and males between the ages of 14 

and 17, living in the city of ' Milwaukee and the surrounding suburbs. 

An urban sample was chosen because crime statistics indicate that rape 

is more prevalent in .urban areas. ~~. 

The sample was obtained through a random digit dialing;,procedure. 

A random sample of telephone numbers was obtained, 2 from almost all 

of the telephone exchanges Which were at least ,"partly in the city of 

Milwaukee. 3 Thes.e telephone numbers were called to find out if the 

" number was residential, and if' so, whether a young person in the 

appropria te;\ age grouI? lived it! the home. If these requiremen~s were 

met, a letter describing the study was sent to a parent or guardi&P . 
. ;, 

An interviewer then contaoed,' the palient or 

2 The sample was chosen mathematically, so that every telephone 
number had the same probability of being chosen. By thi::f procedure, a 
sample of telephone numbers was qbtained wh~bh was representative of 
all the household.s in the area. Listed and~rlunlisted numbers had an 
equal chance of being reached • f! 

'3~ One telephone excha~g.e . wasomi~te. d ~l~7ause the area which it 
covered. was less than 5% w.th.n the c.ty h~.tS' 

'-~ 

'. 

" ... 

(, 

9 

guardian and teenager, almost always in person, to lessen the 

likelihood of refusal. The interv~ewer explained the study and 

arranged for the interView, which Was done in the home in most cases. 

Consent of parent (or guardian) and teenager was obtained before the 

interView, which was done in the home in most cases. Consent of parent ;J 

(or guardian) and teenager was obtained before the interview. 4,. The 

skills, personalities, and persistance of the interviewers'were 

important factors in securing a 

good response rate. They were particularly trained to deal with the 

challenges of this age group and this sensitive topic. 

The response rate was 56%. Although this percentage is relatively 

low by sUrvey re~eardh standards, it is"acceptable in comparison with 

othe'r surveys of adolescents,: especially considering the controversial 

area being studied and the necessity for parental consent. 

InterView 

The interviews were conducted in private by trained WisconSin 
(,i 

Survey Research Labora tory in terv iewers. Male in terv iewers only 

, interViewed male respondents j female, interViewers interViewed 
f! \'1, 

respohdents of both sexes. Previous research :imdicates that there is 

4 Because 0 f th~ oi fficul ty in ob taining consen t, teenagers who 
were not living with ~ l~gal guardian, for exalllPle, those. in fostet 
hO'me's, were eliminated. However, teenagers who were marr1ed and \' 
therefore[)legally emancipated were included. 

11. 
" 
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no ;~ason oot to have males interviewed by females. 5 However, some 

10 

parents would undoubtedly have objected to or been suspicious of a 

male interviewer who wanted to interView their daughter. The staff 

consisted of white, black, and Hispanic interviewers. As much as 

possible, race of interviewer was matched to race of respondeDt. 

(; The face-to.-face interview has a number of advantages over a 

// 

written questionnaire. The interviewer can explain the study to parent 

and teenager, answer their ques tions, gain their coopera tion, and deal 

with any problems which might arise during the interview. Also, a 

verbal approach is more appropriate for respondents who do not read or 

write well. On the other hand, for particularly sensitive questions 

the teenager might prefer to write an answer rather than say it aloud 

·.to an interviewer. The design of the interview attempted to obtain the 

advantages of both of these approaches. 

For some q~testions, the interviewer asked th(:) question and the 

respondent answered verbally. On some of the more sensitive quest,ions 

on attitudes towards sex roles and sexual assault, the teenager marked () 

the answer on an <answer sheet. The teenager had the 

5 Delamater and MacCorquodale (1969) interviewed young adults on 
their sexual behavior and attitudes. Male an~ female respondents were 
interviewed by male and female interviewers. Sex of interviewer had 
little effect on reported sexual behavior and attitudes. However, 
there was a tendency for the interview itself to be viewed more 
favorably when the interviewer was female. In particular, male 
nonstudents and female students said that they had answered the 
questions more truthfully with a female interviewer (DeLamater and n. 
MacCorquodale., 1979, pp. 263-4). .. 

I '. 
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option of reading the items him/herself, or having the interviewer read 

them aloud. 

Particularly sensitive questions were on a sheet which the 

teenager filled out privately and placed in an envelope H\1ich was 

immediately sealed. These questions dealt with the respondent's 

exper iences wit-i1 sexual in tercourse and sexual assault, and his or her 

friends' experiences in these areas. «( 

The interview consisted of questions on self concept and ideal 

self, attitudes about sex roles, male-female relationships, and sexual 

assault, and hypothetical examples designed to indicate what the 

teenager would do if sexually assaul ted and (for males) how the young 

man would react to a young woman who was assaulted. There were also 

ques tions abou t knowledge of and a tti tudes towards sexual assault 

treatment centers. Questions about favorite leisure time and social 

acti vities, and standard background questions, were iricluded to see 

whether variations in the young people's lives would explain variations 

in the other questions. Males received a slightly modified version of 

the Gough Socialization Scale. 

A number of considerations affected the design of the interview. 

First, the vocabulary and phrasing had to be understandable and 

natural to teenagers and interviewer's. Voqabulary and sentence 
,I 

structure were kept simple. However, slang was avoided because it 

would not be natural for the interviewers, and because all teenagers 

might not use the same slan·g. Particular attention was paid to the 

language of sexual assault, as popular conceptions of rape are not the 
I) 

o 
same as legal definitions. 

~ 

o 

Among a<;lolescents, the amount of force 
.J 
dr 

D 
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used and the relationship between victim and assailant affect whether a 

V ~ewed as rape (Zellman, Goodchilds, Johnson, and 'given incident is .J-

Giarusso, 1981). Therefore, as much as possible the word !lrape" was 

avoided and an express~on . such as "using physical force to make a gil'l 

have sex when she doesn't waIJt to" was used. 

Se<':ondly, as much as 
//"' 

possible the intevVi~w was designed so that 

content would ni be upsetting to teenagers vocabulary, phrasing, and 
,'1 

or their parents. For example, pre-testing indicated that the 

teenagers felt that the interview was depressing because it exclusively 
", 
'-,) 

The focused on the negative aspects of male-female relationships. 

final interview was revised to include some material dealing ~ith 
\\ 

healthy, positive relationships. 

Also ,.0 because the interview f'ocused on opinions and information 

and had veryOfew items on personal ex~eriepces, it was probably more 
II " 

acceptable than it might have '::{)een 
(">:~ ,;:- ", 

otherWJ,/e' • 

In general, the young people were' able to take the in terVit~w in 

stride and were comfortable witi? it. 'They weJ probably able 'bo handle 
'\~\ 

it better than,. their parents thought they coul'ct. Many parents refused 
t.::i, 

to l~t thei.r daughter or son be interViewed beCause they thought s/he 0 

was too young, too shy, or too .J-
j' na~ve to handle it, because they didn't 

wan t to "put her (him) through it." 
i? 

But (jnce the interview had begun" 
o \\ 

problems were few. There ,\~ere no complaints to the UW-Milwaukee 
o 

Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects, and no 

teenagers needed to be referred to the Sexual Assault Treatment 

CEm ter. Th~swas in part q,ecause the in.terviewers had been trained to 
o ,. 

prevent and. deal with possible problems. 

I.! 

, .. 
~ 
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13 
Thirdly, one of the goals of the study was to compare the 

a tti tudes and opinions of males and ~emales. Therefore, as much as 

possible the questions were phrased in such a way as to be appropriate 

fd~ both sexes, and the same questions were used for both. The 

questions which were the same for both sexes included the questions on 

attitudes towards male-female relationships and towards rape, and the 

ra ting;'5 of self-concept and ideal self. These were placed at the 

beginning of the interview so that no sex differences would occur 

because males and females had had di fferen t ques tiona previously. The 

latter section of the interView included some questions which were::~ 

different for males and females, so as to include mater~Fl that was 

particularly relevant to one sex without making the interview too long 

for the other sex. Males got questions involving sexual assault of a 
\J 

male, while females did not. Females got more questions on sexual 

assaul t trea tment cen ters th~ll males did. Males' also answered the 

Gough SoCialization Scale, while females did not. (Socialization was 

investigated as a possible correlate of attitudes towards rape.) 

(7 
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Chapter 3 

Characteristics of Adolescents in the Survey 

The sample included young people varying in race, religion, social 

class background, and neighborhood. ,On virtually all characteristiCs, 

it was representative of the Milwaukee area. Where Milwaukee 

s ta tis tics were not avai)lable, the sample was cORif)ared with national 

statistics. 

The adolescents in the sample are described in Table 3~1. 

The sample was evenly distributed among the ages in the sample, 14 

through 17. The sample was 73% white, 23% black and 3% Hispanic.6 

With respect to religious background, the sample was 44% Catholic and 

31% Protestant. About 20% were not brought up in ~y~:tigion.About 

two-thirds of the sample lived in the city of Mi~kee, with about 15% 

in the inner city. Abou tone-third lived in the \mmedia tely 

surpd~nding suburbs. ~ 
Almost two thirds of the young people were' li~~ith both 

'\., 

parents, and almost a quarter were living only with their mothers. 

6 In the 1980 census, the city of Milwaukee was 23% black acd 
Milwaukee County was 16% black. The City of Milwaukee was 4% Hispanic 
and Milwaukee County was 3% Hispani9. (RummIer, 1981) 

" ~r 
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Table 3-1 

») 
Characteristics of Adolescents in the Sample 

Males Females Test of sex differ'ence 

~A~ge~ _____ .,~ ______ ~ ________________________ ~ ____________ ~ ________ _ 

\~. 

14 
15 
16 
17 

Total 

Ethni'C Background 

White 
Black 
Hispanic 
Other 

1'0 tal 
<I ;~'::: 

N 

~gious Background 

Protestant 
Catholic 
Jewish 
Other 
None 

Total 

N 

".' .,,< "', 

25% 
27 

U 
24 
2lJ 

(~, 
::::...;;-

,;, 100% \\ 

460 

78% 
18 

3 
1 

-~ 

100% 

460 

23% 
23 
29 
~6 

<,,~ 

101% 

513 

69% 
28 

3 
[',I 
~l .~ 
:i,\_, _ 

101% 

513 

tau c = .05 

Chi square = 14.0** 
df = 3-

Chi square = 3.2 
(<»= 4 

\J 

o 

iI 

(i 
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Table 3-1 (cont'd) 
/J 

Males Females Test of sex difference 

.f!----~~~----------------~------~~~ Neighborhood 

Inner City 
Other Milwaukee 
Suburban 

Total 

N' 

Living Situation 

With both parents 
With lOOther and 

stepfather 
With mother only 
Other 

Total 
~ ~ N 

];~:% 

50 
36 

100% 

448 

66% 

8 
20 
5 

'.--
99% 

451 

Grade of School Just Finished 

6-7 7% 
8 26 
9 25 

22 10 
D 11 )) 18 

12 1 
Not in School 

Las t Semes tel" 0 ,. 

Total 99% 
rr; 

N 459 

'Q 

,,..' t 

17% 
55 
28 

100% 

489 

62% 

9 
26 
3 

100% 

504 

3% 
24 
23 

( -
27 
18 

2 

3 

() 

100% 

513 

Chi square = 8.3* 

In vs. not in school: 
Chi square = ,.8. 2** 

Grade completed: 
tau c = .08* 

),_ii _ 
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Table 3-1 (cont'd) 

Males Females TE~S t of sex difference 
Type Q.f School Attended 

Public 80% 83% Chi square = 1.15 Private 20 17 

Total 100% 100% 

N 459 513 

Educational Goal 

Some high school 0% 1% tl,iU c = .01 High school degree 23 21 Va-tech school 10 8 Bachelor's degree 52 58 Master's degree 7 4 Ph. D. , M. D., etc. 8 8 

Total 101% 100% ;;;. 

N 454 501 

Father or 'el 

Stepfather's*** Education 

8th grade or less 11% 6% tau c = .04 Some high school 15 16 
High school graduate 40 38 Some college 13 14 
College graduate 28 25 

Total 100% 99% 

N 332' 329 ;;1 
Mother or 

0 
Stepmother's·** Education 

8th grade or less 4% 5% tau c = -.07* Some high school 12 18 
High school graduate 50 46 Some college 17 17 

II 

College gradua te 17 15 
I. 
,i 
~r 

'100% 101% ji Total 
" }~ ,! 

~ 474 I' 

N 1111 
Ii 

\\ :j 

ti. 
1**Asked orfly of thOSe who had lived with a stepparent for five years Or more. 
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Table 3~1 (cont'd) 

Males 

Father orSStepfather's*** Occupation 

Not employed 
Professional, technical worker 
Manager, proprietor 
Clerical worker 
Sales worker 
Not employed 
Craftsman, foreman (skilled) 
Operati ve (semi-skilled) 
Household, service worker 
Laborer 

Total 

N 

Mother or Stepmother's*** Occupation 

No temp 10 yed 
Professional, technical worker 
Manager, proprietor 
Clerlcal worker~,., 
Sales worker",) . , 
Craftsman, fore~Q ~~~1lled) 
Operative (semi-skilr~) 
Household, service work,),r 
Laborer , 

r, 

) Total 

N 

, ! 

'J 

10% 
15 
14 

3 
6 

10 
23 
17 

6 
5 

99% 

351 

32% ! 

9 
4, 

/ 

/ 488 

Females 

4% 
17 
17 

6 
5 
4 

17 
22 

7 
5 

100% 

345 

38% 
9 
3 

23 
3 
1 
6 

15 
1 

99% 

422 

18 

*** Asked otlly of those who had 
more. 

lived' with 
1/ 

J/ 
a stepparent for ~ive years or 

!' 
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(:~N'[most 10% were living with their mother and a stBpfather. Virtually 

none were living only with their fathers: 7 

The parents' occupations were typical of MilwaUkee, a city with a 

large amount of heavy industry. Of the rathel's or stepfathers, about 

40% were blue collar workers (craftsmen, foremen, skilled and 

semi-skilled workers). About 30% were in professional, technical, 

managerial, or proprietory jobs. Of the mothers and stepmothers, about 

two-thirds were working, the largest number in clerical jobs. 

In education, about 80% of both fathers and mothers were high 

school graduates, and 40% of' the fathers and a th,i-rd of the mothers had 
\\ 

some education beyond high SChool. 

The adolescents in the sample aspired to more education than their 
parents. 

About 70% of both sexes said that they would like to get a 
r:) 

bachelor's degree or ~nore. Virtually all were attending school, and 

about a fifth were in private schools. 

Females and males were compared to discover Whether there were any 

sex differences In background. 8 On most variables, there were no 

statistically significant differences. The significant ,dilferences /, 

that did exist were slight, no more than 10% in anyone category. 

However, because of the large numbefs of case~, even 

(j 

7 The young people in the sample w~retYPiQal of the nation. , 
According to the 1980 census, 20% of all, childpen Unde'r 18 were liVing 
with only one pare1t (U.S. Census Bureau, 1981). The higher percentage 
in the present stud~ would be expected for adolescents, as tneir 

"parents would be more likely to be divorced th~n the parents of' younger children. 

8 Chi squares were used with nominal, variables, tau c's with ordinal variables. 
~ 
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slight differences wet'e signifiJ:!ant. Females were significantly less 

likely to be living with both parents, and living in a subut'ban 

neighborhood. Females came from homes in which their mothers had 

significantly less education, and their fathers were significantly less 

likely to be working. Females were less likely to be in school; 

however, those in school were at a significantly higher grad~. The 

female sample had a higher percentage of blacks and the male sample had 

a higher percentage of Whites. However, almost all of the above sex 

diffet'ences occurred'among both black and white respondents. 
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Chapter 4 

Concepts of the Rapist and the Rape Situation 

Eleanor R. Hall, Gilbert Gloyer, Jr. and Sherrie L. Boezio 

Concepts of the rapist and the rape situation may be very relevant 

to rape prevention. If young people have misconceptions about rape, 

they may think, "It can't happen to me," or at least, not with this 

person in this sit1,la tion. They may have a false sense of security 

which leaves them vulnerable to sexual assault. 

To learn youqg people's conceptions of the rapist without 

channelling their thoughts in any particular direction, the fOllowing 

question was asked: "Sometimes a guy uses physical force to get a girl 

to have sex with him. He hits her or threa tens to hurt her, to get her 

to have sex when she doesn't want to. Why do· you think this might 

happen?" Ft'om a sample of responses to this question, categories of 

answers were developed and the answers for the total sample were coded 

into these categories. Each separate reason given was placed into only 

one coding category. Up to three reasons for' t'ape could be coded for 

each respondent. The responses to this question are shown in Table 4-1. 

::' The answers of males and females were very similar. For both, the 

most Common rea~ons, mentioned by about a fourth, involved a physical 

sexual CUrge and sexual unattractiveness and feelings of inferiority 

("thinks no girl would have sex with him," "no other way to get it," 

"desperate,1I "doesn't have a gir'lfriend," etc.). Experts agree that 
[:..'; 

powet' and anger are more important motives for rape than sexual desire 

. c' 
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Table 4-1 
!) 

Reasons for Sexual Assault Given 

by Males and Females 

(Pel', Cen ts ) 

Male's fault 

He "needs" it, physical urge 

He is or feels sexually inferior 

He has emotional problems 

He wants to prove male domination 

He feels sexu§llly rejected by her 

He feels peel' pressure 

He wants power by force 

He is angry, getting back 

He wasn't brought up right 

Other 

Female's faul t ~ 

She led him on 

Other 

o 

Males 
(N=390) 

c 

28% 

28 

23 

9 

12 

7 

9 

4 

5 

21 

3 

3 

., () 

Females 
(N=463) 

28% 

24 

16 

18 

15 

12 

10 

7 

6 

19 

13 

4 

22 " 23 

(Groth, 1979). Also, most ra.pists have other sources of sexual 

d, 

.~ 

g~atification. Many are married; many of the Single ones could have 

noncoercive sexual relationships (Groth, 1979, p.5). 

About a fourth of the males mentioned emotional problems as a' 

Possible cause ("psYcho," "crazy," etc.), but this response was only 

mentioned by 16% of the females. Male domination ("wants to prove his 

masculinity," "show that women are inferior to men~,') was mentioned by 

18% of the females but only half as many males. 

In other words, rape was linked with seXual desire, with 

inadequacy in obtaining sex in legitimate ways, and with emotional 

problems. Few of the females, and even fewer males, had a feminist 

perspecti ve of rape as involving male supremacy feelings or angel'. 

Even fewer men tioned female provoca tion ("she led him on"), probably 

because the ques tion was phrased in such a way as to place the 

responsibility on the male in stating that "she doesn't want to." 

A later series of questions asked about more specific aspects of 

the rape Situation. Since many young people are not clear about what 

rape actually is, the interviewer started by saying, "Rape is the crime 

of using force or the threat of force to have sex with a girl or woman 

when she doesn't want to, for example, hitting her, beating her up, or 

threa tening her to get her to have sex. A girl can be raped by her 

boyfriend if he does these things." The teenager was then asked a 

series of questions, inCluding, "Out of' every ten rapes, in how many do 

you think: the guy is a complete stranger to the girl or woman who was 

~~ ~raped ••• ?" " ••• how ,many do you think are planned ahead by t~?" and 

so on. 

: I 
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In interpreting the results, the teenagers' beliefs were compared 

with the available data, which includes a survey involving 26 American 

ci ties and over 12, 000 rapes, many of which were not reported to the 

police (McDermott, 1979), as well as some studies based on police data 

(Amir, 1971; Battelle, 1978). Research oil the types of rapes which are 

unreported (Belden, 1979) indicates that these studies underreport in 

particular directions. Rapes involving nonstrangers, rapes occurring 

inside the home, rapes where tbe attacker is respected, in the community 

are likely to be underreported to the police, and probably to survey 

interviewers as well. Therefore, l,f the gap between teenagers' beliefs 

and the reported data is great, how much greater is the gap between 

teenagers' beliefs and the actual facts. 

Table 4-2 shows the judgments of the teenagers in the present 

study, in comparison with the reported statistics. 

The most striking result is the extent to which the rapist is seen 

as a psychologically abnormal person who would be recognized as such by 

the potential victim. When asked in how many out of every 10 rape~ 
~ 

they thought the guy was "crazy or a sex pervert," both girls and boys, 
~, I 

said over 70%. However, studies of rapists show that less than 15% are 

psycbotic or show extreme psychological abnormality:. These studies are 

based on apprehended rapists, who are undoubtedly more likely to be 

abnormal than those who are not apprehended (Groth and Burgess, 1977). 

When asked in how many rapes the girl or woman would know, just 

from looking at him beforehand, that something was wrong with the guy 

who raped her, both females and males said about half. Of course, 

there are no statistics on this issue, but these are undoubtedly 
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Table 4-2 

A Comparisqn 0 f the Teenagers' Es tima tes 0 f thE( Rapis t 
and'the Rape Situation with Availa,ble Data 

/ 
Es Uma tes by teenager res ponden tsa 

(j 
/) 

Available Da ta 

Guy is "crazy or a sex pervert" 

Girl or woman would know "something 
was wrong with the guy" 

,f' Ha~ipen out-of-doors 

Guy is a complete str~ger 

I~r Planned ahead \tl 

Guy and girl are high 
o on drugs or al cohol 

Females 
(N=503-513) 

\) 

52% 

6B% 

61% 

59% 

49% 

Males 
(N=445-460) Range 

73% l3%b 

51% 

65% 33-36%C 

61% 42-55%d 

57% c 71%e 

47% 0< lB-21%f 

aExpressed in percentages for comparison purposes, although the question was worded, 
"Out of every ten rapes, " • • about how many •• ,. II 

bpercent psychotic, Groth and Burgess (19'17) diagnq~tic center sample 
cAmir (197Q), McDermott (1979) 

Mean 

13% 

34% 

48% 

71% 

20% 

dAmir (1971), Battelle (1978). Similarly, McDermott~(1979) r~ports that 80% involved 
a stranger or someone known by Sight only. 

eAmir (1971) c, 

fAmir (1971), LEAA (1977) 
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o'V'erestima tes. Hany studies indicate that the rapist is often seen by 

the victim as a norml, friendly, even attracJci ve persqbun til suddenly 

his behavior changes. Teenagers seem to~, think 0 f the rapis t as 

sinister and obviously evil, and have great confidence in their own 

ability to judge character. This belief would obviously make them more 

vulnerable to rape, as they would be more likely to get involved with 

someone who, in their judgment, was all right. 

When asked how mny rapes were committed by a stranger, the 

average was six out of ten for females and for males. This is a slight 

overesti~~te, as statistics indicate that about 70% of rapes involved 

strangers. In actuality, the true percentage is lower, as women 

hesitate to report, a rape by an acquaintance for fear of not being 

believed. Therefore, teenagers clearly overestimate the percentage of 

stranger rapes. 
They are mo!j'e likely to be trusting of someone whom 

they know. 

Siml1arly, when asked how many rapes occur' out-of-doors, on the 

street, in a park, in a car, and so on, both females and males s.aid 
II 

more than six out of ten. This is clearly an overestimate when 

compared with statistics on rape, and probably even more of an 

overestimate when compared with the true state of affairs. 

Acquaintance rapes are less likely to occur out"1f - doors (McDermott, 

1979) and are less likely to, be reported. 

In summa:t'f, young people perceiVed the rapist as motivated by 

sexual desire. They saw him as feeling inferior, as unsuccessfUl in 

sexual relationships, emotionally disturbed, CWd obviously abnormal, a 
D 

sort of "hunchback of Notre Dame lio figure. They overestimated the 

percentage o.,f rapes in which a stranger attacks a girl or woman in an 
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1 
ou 001" se ~ng.\ ey un eres ~Il'.a e e percen age ~n w 1C a g~r or 

woman is ,attacked by someone she knows, someone who is Wi~J)gt obvious 

t;\>o'\\ abnormality. 
" ) 

Women want to have a sense of control over their liv'~'. they do 
"'~ 

not want to feel con tinually vulnerable to attack. They do not want to 

feel th~t the nice, attractive man may be a potential rapist. The myth 

that the rapist is seriously Psychologically abnormal and can be 

recogniz~a as such fosters the woman's confidence in her judgment of 

character and creates an illusory sense of controL Huch rape 

preverftion education also contributes to a false sense of control. It 

~ rocuses on protecting oneself againS~ the stranger (not admitting 

.. strangers to the home, watching out fOt;) Possible dangers on the street, 
;/ 

keeping the car door locked, etc.). The rape preven'bon movement has 

given less attention to the problem of acquaintance rape. This issue 

must be addressed, if rape prevention efforts are to have an impact. 
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Chapter 5 

Females' Reactions to a Hypothetical Sexual Assault .Experience 

~ 

El.eanor ~. Hall "and Patricia J.;~ Flannery 

For-several reasons, vignet.te(5, describing sexual assault ",incidents 
' i;! JI 

were chosen as a way of obtaining data on views of sexual as~ajli·t. 

First, Ale'xander and Becker (1978) stte that ~Lttitude scales J the most 

common technique used, are unreliable becau~e the items are toe' 

abstract. They recommend vignettes as a way of getting the respondent 

to react to a concrete, detailed situation. Secondly, reactions to 
I) 

sexual assault vary a great deal, depending on the assailant and the 

situa tion': Vignettes pr,oy~,d\9 a way of assessing this type of 

variation. Burstin, Doughtie, and Raphaeli (1980)"provide evidence 

that responses teL. contrastive vignettes, are valid indicators of 

a'tti tudes. Thirdly, vignettes may make the interview more interesting " 

and real to tl1e respondent. We hoped that the r'espondent would be more tl 
if" involved and would be able to enter into the question more in response 

'\ to a vignette than if the interviewer simply asked, "If you were 
\\ 

as saul ted, what would you do? Who would you tell?" 

,. "~J) 
On~ 9ues tion which ~ight 'ba r\1sed about the validity of this 

approach :£s whether there is any re~~tionShiP between responses to the 

vignettes and the actUal behavior of) the interviewee, if s/he should . ~ . 
I ' 

ever be assaulted. Of course~. it 1\:inlPOSSible to predict how one 

. " j~ould react to a situation which is Ve-y=fu~elgn to one's experience. 

o 

() 
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29 
For example, the respondent proba.bly cannot predict completely who she 

will tell about the assault, because that would depend on many 

situational factors., .\ 

Bu t'~Tes ponses do rev,eal at ti tudes. If she says 

that she would not tell parents or fr'iends, such an answer suggests 

that ~rig assaulted is shameful or that telling people would lead 'to 

negati ve reactions rather than to sympathy aQd help. i.) 

Similarly, th.e respondents probably cannot predict':accurately now 

parents and friends would react to their being assaulted. 
ResponQents' 

I? 
perceptions~of others' reactions will affect 'their behavior, however, 

regardless of whether such perceptions are accurate or not. 

No questions dealt with the respondent's emotional reactions, 
q" ~ • 

'which are relatively unprC&ictable fora given individual. Rather, the 

questions covered aspects of the ~ssault which are relatively 

';,;;'rPjdictable cand which would give a picture of the person's view of 

. ~",,4ual assault 'worries and concerns, what "/-he wO,uld do, who s/he , ' 
would tell). 

Al~S t all or the ques tions were open-ended, thatliS, the.. young 

person Jnswered in her or his own words, and the inter~ewer wrote the 

response down verbatim. For each question, coding categ&ries were 
)) 

developed from 100" to 150 interviews. 
The answers from the remaining 

interviews WE!l'e placed in those categories. Additional categories were 

developed ~f nel3ded~ 

The; young women tolere prese~ted with three vignettes. The' first 

described a girl who ,is assa~lted by a boy she met at a party. This 

v igpet te rea,9 as follows: 
(~;,s)J 
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A gUy and gif'l who used to have a class together 
at school, ,run into each other one evening at a 
party. They go into an empty room and talk for 
awhile. Jl.lthoughthey have never" dated, they like 
each other.' and they.,start to hold hands and ~iss. 
Wn;~n the guy puts his hand inside the girl's 
bio~se, she' pulls away. He does it again and 
tells her that he wants to have sex with her. 
When shE'J says no, he threa tens to hurt her. 
Though .the girl does not want to, they have sexual 
in tercourse. 

'the second vigne.tte described a girl who is C\ssaulted by a. 

stranger while she is on a public street. It read. as fOllows: 

A gi,rl is walking down the street about 9 0 'clock 
at night on her way home from the library. A man 
whom she doesn't know pulls up in a car and offers 
her.' a ride. The girl tells him no and he drives 
ofr. She keeps walking. About five minutes 
la ter, the girl tUrns the corner of th,e street she 
Ii ves on. The man in the car grabs her, hits her, 
and drags her to his car. He tells the girl not 
to try to escape or he will hurt her. The man 
drives to a park,and drags her out of the car~ 
Although she does not want to, they have sex. 

Because the first two vignettes could be disturbing ahd upsetting, 

the YOU.hg women were given a third vignette involving consensual sex, 

to neutralize the effect of the first two and remind them that sex can 

be a f,)osHi ve expe-rience. This consensual vignette also provided data 

which could be related to t.he data on the two rape vignettes. This 

vignette read as follows: 

In the third story, a girl itnd a guy who are 
dating, decide to,; study together for a school 
test. The gj,rl 's p~ents have gone out for the 
evening,' so the two of them are alone in the 
house. Aftier an hour of studying, they st'!lrt to 
tell jokes and laugh. The guy tells th~ girl that 
he likes her a lot and she says that she likes him 
too. They begin to kiss and he starts to unbutton 
her blouse. They agree that it would be really 
great to have sex and, after awhile, they do. ' 

" 
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For each incident, the respondent was asked to imagine that she 

was the girl in the story. She was asked about what concerns or 

31 

worries she would have, what she would do and whom she would tell about 

the inciden t, etc. The same ques tions were asked for all vignettes. 

The first question was, "lid like you to imagine that you were the 

girl in the story. If this happened to you, .after it was all over, 

what concerns or worries would you have?" The results for the three 

vignettes (consensual sex, assault by acquaintance at a party, and 

assault by a stranger on the street) are presented in Table 5-1. 

For all th.ree vignettes, health-related matters were the concern 

mentioned by most young women. 

The mos t common heal th-rela ted concern was fear of pregnancy, 

which w~s men tioned by about two-thirds of the respondents for all 

three vignettes. But pregnancy i;not a rliajor danger, realistically 

speaking. Only a very few women get pregnant as a result of rape. VD 

and other disease were mentioned by less than 15% of the respondents. 

Yet, realis t.ic all y , VD is a far mOl"e likely consequence of rape than 

pregnancy. A few thought an assault might prevent them from having 

children, which is very unlikely. Clearly, the young women in our 

sample thought of the assa&lt in sexual terms. Virtually none of them 

mentioned the phYSical injuries which commonly result from sexual 

assa'ul ts. 

Spcial concerns were second mst often mentioned to the party and 

consensual vignettes. Social concerns were significantly more often 

mentioned for the party vignette than for th~bthet two. For the pc;,r'i;y 

vignette these concerns included what Qther people would think, concern 



.. ---~-~----~--'----------'r--:-

t' 

o 

Table 5-1 

Concerns Anticipated by Young Women to Sexual Assault Vignettes 
(Per Cents)' 

\\ 

• .J '. 
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Table 5-1 (cont'd) 

Action agains t 
assailant 

Catching, arresting 
assailant 

Other action 
against assailant 

Other 

Does "assailan t" 
like victim 

None, mutual agreement 

Fea,r for others 

Seeing assailant again 

Other 

Up less than .01 

" 
" 

Consent 
Vignette 

(N=498) 

o 

o 

o 

24 

14 

0 

0 

3 

Party 
Vignette 

(N=497) 

o 

2 

6 

1 

2 

6 

14 

I,-~ 

Street 
Vignette 

(N=507) 

. 12 

8 

0 

1 

8 

0 

10 

33 

Chi square 
Consent Party 

vs.Party vs.Street 

34.1** 

38.0** 

65.1** 28.0** 

, 21.2** 

29.0** 
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about whether the assailant would tell, fear that her reputation would 

suffer, and concern about what parents would think. In spite of the 

greater prevelance of sexual activity among adolescents, the female is 

l~till expected to control sexual access. The definition of promiscuity II 

\ 
/1 mky have changed, but the adolescent girl who is known as promiscuous '" 

still suffers. For the consenSuaJ?vignette, the main social concern 

was what parents would think. 
Both in this and the party vignette, the 

;.":;:; 

concern with parents' reaction may have involved feelings that the 
j) 

parents would blame her for wha,thappened, or restrict her SOcial life. 

In rarely mentioning SOcial concerns to the stranger vignette, the 

young women were probably being unreali;:;tic. They were unaware of the 

extent to which the woman who is assaulted often suffers in the eyes of 

others, even in a situation in which she could not possibly have 

provoked the assault. 

Fears were second most often mentioned to the street vigentte and 

were significantly more often mentioned than for the party vignette. 

Realistically, the young women thought that they wo
0

uld be afraid tha,t 

an a.ssault might happen again, and thus that they would be afraid to 

walk the streets. 

The third set of responses most often mentioned to both the party 

and the street Vignette were Psychological concerns other than fears, 

including guil t, . loss of sel f -es teem, reactions to other men, etc. The 

low perc,entage ot: young women, who" an ticipa ted such concerns indica tes 

that many young women ,would not expect the Psychological reactions of 

'shame, embarrassment, guilt, self-blame, and loss o~.,sense,. of control 
',,) 

over one's life which are~ f'ei t by many sexual assault victims. If 

() 
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I.~= assaul ted, they might not, therefore, take steps to deal with them "-\-c __ c-~-, _ 
"<, . .1 

throug~ coun~eling. Moreover, they might feel that they were abnormal 

for having such reactions. 

The concerns Which the young women anticipated could be summarized 

as fOllows. If assaulted by a stranger on the street, they anticipated 

that heal th-related concerns WOuld be most important. Pregnancy was 

most often mentioned; a few mentioned infertility and the possibility 

of VD or other disease. Fears, including fear of a repeat of the 

assault and fear of walking the streets, were mentioned by 39%. 

However, these young wom~n were largely unaware of the Possible social 

and Psychological effects of assault. Less than a fifth mentioned 

Possible Psychological effects, such as guilt, self-blame, and other 

emotional effects. Less than a fifth mentioned social concerns (what 

others would think, a badl"eputation). 

If assualted by an acquaintance at a party, the young women also 

an ticipated thatj1eal th-related concerns would be foremost, 

predominantly fear of pregnancy. SOCial concerns were second in 

importance, mentioned by about half. The social concerns anticipated 

included mainly what oth.ers would think and whether the assailant ~ould 
r} 

tell others. Fears and other Psychological concerns were mentioned by 

less than., a four·th each. 

To the, vj,gnette involving cons~msual sex, the major concern 

-r----= an ticipa ted was concern about pregnan~y. Socia,l concerns were second 
. r 

in importa,ncfil, particularly what. parents would think. Other' 

Psychological concerns were men tioned rarely, and fears Virtually never. 

/) The next ql,les tions were, "If thi_s happened to you r what would yo'u 

do?" and "Wo~lld you tell anypne (e1'§e)?" with a,!Possible probe, "Who?" 
() 

, ~. 

" 
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The responses to these qu~stions were ~ombined, since many young women 

said that they would tell someone in response to' the first question. 

Telling someone is often an important step in getting help in 

dealing with an assaul t. For the adolescen t who l:ishy and embarassed 
: \\ 

about gOing to strangers with a sexual problem, it may b~~ important to 

tell an adul t who will take her to a source of help. In h:l;~ study of 

i :;;~: ~ .. ;./: Philadelphia rapes, Amir .found that "The younger thev~cJ~m, the more 

often it was the mother who reported the offense to the police," (Amir, 

1971, p. 288). Table 5-2 shows who the young women thought they would 

tell, if assaulted by a stranger on the street, if ass~~lted by an 

Not acquaintance at a party, and if involved in consensual sex. 

surpriSingly, they thought they l"ould be much more likely to tell 

authority figures about the assault'by a str~nger. Almost 90% said 

that they would tell a parent and the po~ice about it, and they were 

signiffc8.lj,tly more likely to 'tell a parent than to tell a frien~ (see 

Table 5-3). However, if assaulted
c 

by ~n acquaintance at a p;;ulty, only 
I ,-1 

Slightly ove::::half said they would tell. ,a pt:lrent, about the same 

percentage would tell a friend, but only 13% said they would tell the 

police. The young women weresignifican'l;ly more likely to say that 

they would tell a friend about the a~j"sault at a party than: about the 

assault by a stranger. For those who did not want to tell 'a parent, 

telling a friend might well be tQe first step in seeking some type of 

help Or treatment. 

To the '1ignetteinvolving cons~nsual sex, 38~ mentioned telling a. 
, .. ,,~~.,- u , 

friend. The next .most common type of response was a passiv~ reaction, 

. ~'. 

r,l 

c 
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Table, 5-2 

~ 
Intentions Expres8~~to the Sexual Assault Vignettes 

"'~9.~ Cen ts ) 

Police 

Parent (s) 

Other family member 

Friends 

Warn, get advice 

Girl friend 

Boy friend 

Human service 
professiolJala 

Doctor (find out 
if, pl'egnan t ) 

Other Reactions 

PaSSive reactionsb 

Stay away from guy 

Discuss with guy 

Want "to get even 

Cr~, feel guilt, regret 

Go home 

Consent 
Vignette 

(N=495) 

0% 

13 

4 

38 

7 

32 

o 

o 

14 

28 

9 

o 

3 

o 

22 

';,::-.-::--c 

Party 
Vignette 

(N=502) 

13% 

57 

16 

54 

18 

40 

4 

5 

3 

12 

9 

7 

., 
4 

36 

" Strl:;et 
Vignette 

(N=50l) 

87% 

87 

13 

39 

10 

26 

9 

10 

10 

I 

o 

0, 

o 

2 

5 

12 

Chi square 
Consent Party 

vs.Party vs. Street 

56.1** 

1'83.6** 

35.1** 

359.4** 

120.2** 

33.7** .. \: 33.5** 

\ 
28.7** 15.9** 

25.9** 

14.8** 

15.0** 25.9** 

96.4** 

53.2** 58.0** 

39.0** 

31.0** 2-5.7** 

14.4** 

a Sexual "assaul t ~~~tment center, hot line , pSYChologist, counselor, teacher • 
. b' Do nothing, etc . 

1/ 

.;. 

L~ __ ~L __________ ~') ____________ . __ ~ ___ ~~~ "~ 
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Party 

Street 
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Table 5-3 

Intentions. to Tell Parent(s) and Friend(s) 

for the Sexual Assault Vignettesa 

Would tell Would tell 
parent(s) friend(s) Chi square 

13% 38% 
( 495) ( 495) 

71.5** 

57,% 54% 
(502) (502) 

87% 39% 
(SQl) 0 (501)' 178.5** 

'0 

(,-

," ** Dff~erence between ,.parents and flriends significant·, p less than .01. \\ 

" a N's on which percentages were based in parentheses. 

o I::::' 
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.j 

38 

->; 

.:;;", 

f) 

Ie 

39 
("do nothing," etc.), men tioned by abou t a fourth. Only 13% said that 

'they would tell a parent. 
\1 

In an actual rape situation, probably far fewer would tell the 

people described. 
However, the differences between the street and 

/1 
~( . 

party vignettes and the differences between the peroentages who would 

tell parents or friends are probably realistic. ~ 

The next questions were, '~ell, if you told your parents, how do 
you think they would feel?" and "Well, if you tol~~ your friends, how do 
you think they would feel ?" Reactions were categorized as positive 

I G 

Cl towards the victim, negative towards the victim, negative towards the 
assailant, and other feelings. Up to three reactions were coded for 

each question-vignette combination (e.g.~ parent's reactions to the 

stranger vignette) •. In addition, separate codes were developed which 
10-\ ;~,: 

, ~) 

indicated whether th¢ respondent antiCipated that the parents or 
~ v 

friends 'Would have any positive reaction (none vs. one Qr more) and any 

negative reaction reaction (none vs. one or more). Some young women 

antiCipated both Pos~tive and negative reactions. The results are ' L 

shown in Tables 5-4 and 5-5. 
',I 

Q For both paren ts and friepds, a posi ti ve reaction was anticipated 

by the highest percentage for the street vt~nette, next highest for the 
,', 

party vignette, and lowest for the vignette involVing consensual sex. 

(All differences between vignettes 'were statistically significant at 
~i " 

the' .01 level). Silllilarly, for both parents and friends, a negCitive 
I) 

reaction was antiCipated by the highest pra~entage for the consent 

vignette, n~xt highest for the party- vignette, and least for the street 

Vignette. 
,3 (For the parents, all differences between vignette~ were 

~i 

I---S":" 
::-~~dS 

, . 

\i 
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Table 5-4 

Anticipated Parents' Reactions to the Three Vignettes 
(Per cent anticipating each type of reaction) 

Positive 
towards "victim" 

Feel sorry 
for "victim" (, 

Understanding, 
concerned 

Fear for " 
victim, protect 

Want to help, advise 

Other positive 
feelings 

Negative 
towards victim 

Disappoin ted ~ hurt 

Angry 

Not trust, 
"ground" victim 

Blame, think 
victim is "easy" 

"Kill" victim 

Other nega ti Va 
feelings 0 

':"') 

U 

Consent Party Street 
Vignette Vignette Vignette 
(N = 489) (N = 495) (N = 497) 

1"1% 37% 61% 

2 11 28 

8 ,20 26 

0 3 17 

2 7 6 

5 2 1 

76 54 11 
I 

II 30 23 2 

35 20 4 

13 8 1 

7 11 5 

7 2 0 

4 6 1 

',', 

<, 

Chi square 
Consent Party 
vs.Party vs.Street 

56.3** 58.8** 

30.7** 44.9** 

27.0** 

48.21'* 

7.9** 

" 
51.8** 168.1** 

7.8** 90.5** 

27.1** 57.8** 

7.0*· 26.3** 

12.7** 

12.9** d' 

I-·~·' 
i 

~) 

Table 5-4 (oont'd.) 

Consent 
Vignette 
(N=489) 

Party 
Vignette 

(N=495) 

41 

Street,:'..- Chi square 
Vignette )7 Consent Party 

(N=497),<Jvs .Party VS.Street 
7:N:-'e-g-a7'"tJ.7'"· v-e-t:-'o-w-a-r-d~a-s-s-a~i-1-a-n-t-------------'~,..::.?-'-__________ _ 

~e angry at, 
'- hate assailant 

Call POlice 

Revenge, "get" 
afisailant 

Other negative 
feelings 

9ther Feelings 

General negative 
emotion 

Anger, unspecific 

Think too young 

Other nonspecific 
feelings 

** p less than .01 

6 

o 

o 

1 

22 

o 

6 

4 

26 

4 

6 

5 

20 

4 

1 

5 

30 

13 

8 

o 

25 

11 

o 

1 

75.9** 

26.3** 

17.9** 

26.4** 

20.3** 

3.0 

18.3 
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Table 5-5 

Anticipated Friends' Reactions to the Sexual Assault Vignettes 
(Per cents) 

Consent Party 
Vignette Vignette 
(N = 489) (N = 479) 

Strt:~.t ,\ 
Vignette i

, 

(N = 486) 
jl 

Chi sguare 
Consent Party 

vs. Party vs. Street 

Positi ve II 
towards victim 25% 50%:'1 66%// II 56.8** co • gO. 6** 
.::.::.=.:...:::::::...-.:...::.=..;::;::.:::.------==-.!:----~!:...-- c' ::....---=..:;;".:...;;'----

Feel sorry for victim 124 44 85.5** 51.9*' 
f:, ~ 

Understanding, 
concerned 7 24 

Want to help, advise 2 

Happy for me 13 

Ot~cr positive feelings 3 

Neg~~tive 
towa~ds ~ictim 36 

Blame, think 
victim's "easy" 

Disappointed, hurt 

Other negati v~ 
feelings 

Negative toward assailant 

Fear for selves 

Be angry~ 
ha te assailall t 

Other negative 
feelings 

Other Feelings 

General 
negative emotion 

Angry, non-specific 

Not care, norml 

Curious 

Other 

U P less than,. 01 

15 

8 

17 

o 

1 

4 

19 
o 

23 

9 
7 (' 

13 

1 

\:, 1 

32 

15 

4 

17 

6 

17 

5 

16 
o 
5 

3 

3 

19 
8 

o 
4 

2 

a 

3 

30 

.. 7 
~ 

(( ,2 

17 
5 

1 

1 

1 

52() 0** 
34'.5** .:;; 

41.4** 

20.3** 

66.3** 

59.8** 

13. 0** 

.;:' 
'i ;:;--

97.0 ** 

105.6** 

30.0** 

17.0** 1\ 

a Feelings mentioned by less than 5% on all three vignettes were 
combined into "other" categories. ,', 

)} 

u 
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sta tis tioally significant. For friends, the difference between the 

street and party vignettes was significant at the .01 level, but not 

the differencE: between the party and consent vignettes.) 

These results suggest that there is a continuum between an 

incident in which the young woman consented to sex and one in which she 

was fopced into sex against her will, vlith the party incident 

intermediate between the two extremes. The more involuntary the 

relationship, the more likely respondents were to anticipate a positive 

reaction from parents and the less likely to anticipate a negative 

reaction. The party Vignette may have been intermediate in two 

r~spe cts. First, the young woman was seen as con~en ting more to the 
~' 

relationship than in the street vignette, and therefore more to be 

blamed. The young women in the survey were significantly more likely 

to anticipate that parents would be angry, disappointed or hurt with 

t,he victim in the party Vignette. than in the street vignette. They 

also feared that parents would ground or not trust the victim and blame 

'her or think she was "easy." ,Similarly I the young women were more 

likely to ~nticipate that friends would blame the victim o~ think her 
(~i 

"easy" for 'the party v,ignette than the street vignette. 

Secondly; the victim's life and well-being were more th~eatened in 

the street vignette than in the party vignette. Therefore, respondents 

anticipated more sympathy. Specifioally, they were significantly more 

" likely to anticipate understanding/concern ~d that parents and friends 
" 

,> would feel sorry for them :i,n try.e stt-eet vignette than the party' 

vignette. They }yere significantly more likely to anticipate'that 

parents would be fearful for them and want to protect them in the 

street vignet~e than in the' party vignette. 

p" 

\) 

--
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The young women were significantly more likely to anticipate 

favorable reactions from friends than from parents, for both the 

consent and party vignettes (see Tables 5-6 and 5 •.. 7). For the party 

vignette, 37% anticipated a positive reaction from parents, while 50% 

anticipated a positive reaction from friends. Similarly, 54% 

anticipated a negative reaction from parents, while only 32% 

anticipated a negative reaction from friends. Clearly, the reaction of 

parents to the party vignette was expected to be on the negative side, 

while the reaction of friends was expected to be more Positive than 

negative. Only for the street vignette was the reaction of both 

parents and friends expected to be overwhelmingly Positive. 
ii, 

The consistency of the responses was checked by correlating 

anticipation of a positiv~ or negative reaction from parents or friends 

with an intention of telling parent(s) or friend(s) about the assault. 

(Complete consi$tency would not be expec/ted. When asked, "What vlould 

you do? and ''Would you tell anyone?" the young womanprl.ght mention 

telling one or both parents, and one or more friends. But the 

questions about anticipated reactions referred to parents and friends 

in the plural.) The results are shown in Table 5-8 and are what would 

be predicted. 

u 

" Intendipg to tell parent(s) about the assault was positively 

corr~lated with the number of Positive feelings antiCipated from 

parents, and negatively, correlated with the .number of negative feelings 

antiCipated. The same was true of friends. The correlations were 

higher for t,he )~l·ty Vignette than the, street vignette, as there was 

less variation in reactions antiCipated to the street Vignette. 
. . ~. " 

Feelings anticipated. from parents were Virtually unrelated to telling 

'!:, 

• p' f 

(; 

--. 
Vignette 

Table 5-6 

Comparison of Parents' and Friends' Anticipated Reactions 

to the Sexual Assaul t Vignettes -_ Posi ti ve Reactions 

Percent with one or more 
Positive react.ions to "victim" 

45 

Parents Friends Chi square 

Consent 

Party 

Street 

ff P less than .01. 

17% 

37% 

61% 

" 

Table 5-7 

25% 

50% 

66% 

14.6** 

Comparison of Parents' and Friends' Anticipated,. Reactions 

to the Sexual Assault Vignettes -- Negative Reactions 
\1 

~, 

.~ 
Vignette 

Consent 

Party 

Street 

If' P "less than • 01. 

n 

Percent with one or.more 
negative reactions to "victim" 

Parents "Friends 
,~ ~, 

-'-

76% 36% 

54% 32% 

11% 6% 

Chi square 

127. 0** 

53.8** 

13.4** 



Table 5-8 

Relationships between (a) Positive and Negative Reaction(s) 

Anticipated from Parents and Friends, and 

(b) Intention of Telling Parent(s) and Friend(s) 

about Vignette Incidents 

Parents 

Party Vignette 

Positi ve ,reaction(s) 

Negative reaction(s) -"" ~. 
,; 

,1 /'( 

Street V~£inette 

Positi v~\eaction (s) 
)/ 

Negative reaction(s) 

Friends 
t;. ,~ 

.fartYVi~~ 

Positivereactid.~ (sf 

N~gative reactic.m(s): 

Street Visnette .. ' 

(N = 474 - 490) 

Would tell 
parent(s) 

.21** 

-.14** 

\' 

.14** 

-.06 

.08* 

.01 

.Positive; reaction(s) , .01 . ' 
'.1,1 , '» ~egative reaction(s')\' : ...... Olc) 

** P less than .01 

Would tell 
friend(s) 

.00 

• Q6 

.03 

.02 

.21** 

-.19ti* 

,.19** 
\) 
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friends. Feelings from friends w'ere virtually unrelated to telling 

parents. These results indicate tha tthe young women's responses to 

the questions were internally Consiatent. 

47 

However, telling people was not entirely dependent on the 

reactions anticipated. Although the young women anticipated a more 

positive reaction from friends to the street assault than the party 

assault, they were significantly less likely to intend to tell friends 

about it than about the party assault. For both the street and party 

vignettes, there was a significant negative relationship between 

intention to tell parent(s) and intention to tell friend(s) (see Table 

5-9) • 

Table 5-9 

Relationships between Intention to Tell Parent(s) and Intention 

to Tell Friend(s), for the Sexual Assault Vignettes 

(N's are in parentheses) 

" 

{r' 

as an at~ack in which the 'victim, would receive sympathy. Th'e young 

women anticip~ted predominantly positivE;! reactions from both parents 

'.,,, ". !-
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and friends, if told. They were significantly more likely to intend to 

tell parents and the police about the street assault than the party 

assault. However, they were significantiy less likely to intend to 

tell friends about the street than about the party assault, perhaps 

because of fear of gossip. 

The party assault was seen as intermediate. From parents, a 

higher percentage of y0~~g women anticipated a negative reaction than 

positive, but from friends a higher percentage antiCipated a positive 

reaction than a negative one. However, the same percentage'intended to 

tell parents as friends. The percentage intending to tell parents was 

significantly lower than for the street vignette; the percentage 

intending to tell friends was significantly higher than for the street 

vignette. These data indicate the potential value of peer counselors 

in dealing with problems of acquaintance and date rape among 

adolescents. 

In many sexual assaults, the victim's behavior may contribute to 

the assault more than in the case of the p.:lrty vignette. She may have 

accepted a ride with a stranger or otherwise "picked up" some one. If 

the victim was with people she was not supposed to be with, in a place 

she had been told not to go, out later than she was supposed to be, 

etc., some people might. regard her as partly responsible for her 

assault. A vignette describing this type of situation was not included 

in the interview, because of the possibility that some respondents 

would refuse", to identify with it, saying that they would not do such a 

thing. However, it is Possible ,to extrapolate from the above ;esul ts 

and hypothesize that parents would be even less likely to be told about 

-."~ 

{1 
'-' 

such an assault, and peers would be an e' ven more' t 
.lmpor ant Source of 

49 

h.elp. 

For all three vignettes, a final quest.l'on 
was, "Do you think this 

was rape? 
WOUld you say it definitely was, prooably was, probab~y 

wasn't, or definitely wasn't?" <See Table 5-10.) 
Virtually all of the 

young women thought that the street vignette definitely described a 
rape. 

For the party vignette, the results were more variable. 

fifth thought it defin,itely was rape, and half 
About a 

was. 
But a fourth thought it probably or d f 

thought it probably 

e initely wasn't rape. The 
difference between the street d 

an party vignettes was significant, 
according to a matched . t t ( 

pa.lrs - est t = 29.10, d.f~ = 500, p less than 
.01) • 

Virtually all of the young women said that the consent Vignette 
def~~itely was not rape. 

Table 5-10 

Females' Opinions as to Whether th ,-
e Vignettes Described a Rape 

,;' Opinion as to whether inCident was rape 

c Probably or, i·,. Definitely Prebably definitely Base 
Vignette 

was was wasn't Total N 

" 
Consent 

1% 1% 98% 100% 509 Party 
21% 52% 28% 101% 495 Street 
9q~ .3% 0% 99% 

if :; 
497 

. . ~ .."." ~ ".' . . ' 
~lfijtij,ltII)ft\l"'.,.nrF i"L~~i .• I, 

¥'ttlW!"iO'1br:tmr-, 
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Because of the almost unanimous agreement' that the street vignette 

definitely was rape, opinions as to whether it w~s rape were not 

related to other variables. But for the party vignette, scores on the 

four-point scale (definitely was, prObably was, probably wasn't, 

definitely wasn't) were related to both Positive and negative feelings 

;anticipated from parents and friends, and to intention to tell parents 

and friends. The results are shown in Table 5-11. Young women who 

thought that the party vignette was rape were significantly more likely 

tb anticipate a positive reaction from friends, and significantly less 

likely to anticipate a negative reaction from both parents and 

friends. Those who thought that the party vignette was rape were 

significantly more likely to intend to tell a parent (see Table 5-12). 

Two-thirds of those who said that it definitely was rape intended to 

tell a parent, while less than half of th,Ose w'ho said that it probably 

or definitely wasn't rape intended to tell a parent. However, 

intending to te:n a friend was unrelated to perce:iving the party 

vignette as rape. 

rhe resul ts for the street and party vignettes can be .. summarized 

as follows. For the street vigne,tte, virtually all of the respondents 

said that it definitely was rape, and the majority anticipated a 

predominantly positive reaction from both parents and friends •. About 
80% said that they would tell their parents about the assault. About 
40% said th~t they would tell a friend, and telling a friend was 
related to whether a positive or negative reaction was anticipated from 
the friend. 

-') 
II 

() ,. 
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Table 5-11 

Relationships between Definj~g the Party Vignette as 
and Intention to Tell ~arent(s) and Friend(s) Rape 

Percenta \-lho Percen t a who 
would tell would tell 

parent(s) friend(s) 
Definitely was 66% ,56% 
Probably was (104) (104) 53% 54% 
Prabably(wasn 't (255) (255) 

~ .1 48% 63% 
Definitely (103) (103) wasn't 42% 39% 
tau c (33) (33) -.14** .00 

** p less than .01. 
a N's on which percentages were based in paren theses. 

Table 5-:1.2 

Relationships bet,we,en (a) Defining the Party Vignette as Rapea 
and (b) p',os~t~ve and Negative Reactions AntiCipated 

from Parents apd Friends 
(tau b is) ,,;::/ 

Parents Friends 
(N 484) (N 469) - = 

Positive reaction(s) +.10· +.13** 
Negative . I) 

reaction{s) -.16*· -.12** 
(;, 

* p le'ss than .05. . (( 
** p less than .01. 
a 1 = definitely wasn't" 4 = 

definitely was rape. 

!) 

51 

,) 

" ~ () ,0 



!I 

II 
\~ 

~---.-----'--,..-, ---------;------

For the party vignette, most of the young women thought that it 
52 

involved rape, but about a fourth said that it probably or definitely 

didn't. Those who thought it was rape anticipated a more Positive 

reaction fr,om parents, and were more likely to intend to tell parents. 

i" 
Those who thought it was rape also anticipated' a more Positive reaction 

from friep.:ds. Intending to tell friend(s) was related to the type of 

reaction anticipated from them, but was not related to whether the 

young women thought that the vignette was rape. 

The young women were more likely to intend to tell parents about 

the street vignette than the party vignette. They were more likely to 

in tend to tell friend (s) about the part.y vignette than about the street 
f ~ 

vignette. For both vignettes, those who said that they intended to 

teH a paren t werA less likely to say tha t they in tended to tell a 

friend, and vice versa. 

These results suggest that the young women saw parents and friends 

as playing different roles. They intended to tell a parent when the 

incident was seen as rape, a serious problem With regard t9, which the 

parent \-ias more likely to react in a positive way. Intending to tell a 

,friend was riot related to whether the inciden twas perceived as rape; \\ 
\' 

iA f~ot, the young women were more likely to say that they would tell a 

friend about the party vign,tte than ab~ut the street vignette. But i' 

\\ /i 

intending to tell a friend was related to whether a' positive or 

negati ve reaction was" anticipated from the friend. Since there was a 

nega tive rel/fiOnSh.ip~ be~t,.r-een in ten tions to tell (, parer;\~s and friends, 
! (I 

the results suggest that jthe' young women intended to tell a friend when 

~ '. :;hey would not tell ~rpar;ent, and when they anti6~pa ted a s~pathetic 
(- 'I 

reaction from the friend. 

• c 
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Chapter 6 

Males and Females' Reactions to a Hypothetical Assault by a Stranger 

Eleanor R. Hall and Patricia J. Flannery 

\\ Sexual assault is much rarer among males than among females. In 

the present sample 12% of the young women said that they had been 

sexually assaulted, but only 2% of the young men. 

In order to obtain comparative data on the reactions of males and 

females to sexual assault, a vignette describing the sexual assault of 

a male was given to the males 'in the sample. The vignette was designed 

to be comparable to the vignette describing the assault of a female by 

a stranger, in that it oCCurred on the street at night and involved the 

use of force. The male assault involved two assailants, so that the 

male respondents could ~ot deny that such a thing could happen to them, 

saying that they would fight the man off, etc. The Vignette read as 
fOllows: (" 

··.a guy about YOur age is walking home from a 
basketball game. Two men he has seen before in 
his neighborhood but doesn't know, offer him a 
ride home. The guy gets in the car. Instead of 
,4;aking him home, the two men drive through an 
alley. The~~" tell the guy to get out of the car 
and take him into a garage. While one man holds a 
knife on the guy, the other man has sex wi'l;h him 
against his will. 

Following this Vignette, the males were asked the same questions 

thatwer~ asked of the females, questions about their concerns and 

c -worries I what they would do, who they would tell f and so on. ,(Of 
'" 

Course I their answers itjdica. te how they think they would respond, not 
p 
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how they would actually respond to an assault situation.) The 

significance of sex differences in the responses to each question were 
, 

tested by chi-squares. Only differences sign.ificant at the .01 level 

were conside red significan t. (Because of the large number of cases, 

very small differences were significant at the .05 level.) 

The results to the question , "If this happened to you, after it 

was allover, what concerns or worries would you have?" are shown in 

Table 6-1.", The mos t obv ious sex di fference was in the area of heal th 

concerns, the most often mentioned concern for the females and far more 

important than for males. A health concern was mentioned by 71% of the 

females and only 10% of the males. Naturally, females mentioned 

concerns about possible pregnancy while males did not. Females were 

also significantly more likely than males to think they would be 

concerned about getting VD or some other disease, as well as about 

infertility. The percentage for VD was unr'ealistically low for both 

males and females. For females, VD is a more likely result of rape 

than pregnancy. VD is also common among male homosexuals and might be 

a likely consequeQce of a male sexual assault. 
I' 

Fears were a major concern, mentioned by almost ~O% of both males 

an d feIllales. There was no ~ignifican t sex di fference in the overall 

level of fear concerns. For respondents of both sexes, fear of the 

same thing happening again was the major concern. 

SoCial concerns were mentioned by 40% of the males and were 

significantly less important for 'females. Males were significantly 

more likely than females to think they would be concerned about what 

other people would think. 

(I 

J 
" " 

. I 

Table 6-1 

Concerns Expressed by Males and Females to Assault by a Stranger 

Health 

Pregnancy 

VD, other disease 

Infertility 

Social Concerns 

What parents would think 

What others would think 

Bad reputation 

Fears 

Repeat of assault 

Fear of walking streets 

pther Psychological Concerns 

Emotional-mental effects 

Guil t, loss 0 f sel f es teem 

Reactions to men 

Self-blame 

ictlon.Against Assailant 

Reporting to police 

Catching, arresting assailant 

Getting even, revenge 

Males 

10% 

o 
4 

6 

40 

3 

38 

3 

37 

30 

9 

12 

8 

1 

1 

21 

5 

5 

l~ 

Females 

71% 
64 

13 

16 

16 

7 

9 

1 

39 

28 

14 

12 

2 

6 

1 

12 

3 

8 

1 

Other (' 12 9 
------------------------~------------~~~------L__ If 

Seeing l:J,ssailant again 
6 0 

4 0 Never get talked into assault again 

([. 

Chi square 

346.1** 

408.5** 

22.4** 

19·3** 

66.4** 

103.9** 

4.8 

16.2** 

15.8** 

13.0** 

60.4** 

30.1**1 

20.0** 
~--~~--------------------------------------------------------------L· 

*if P less than .01. 

--
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Males were also significantly more likely than females to think 

they would be concerned about getting back at the assailant. This 

intended retaliation seemed to refer to a private type of revenge. 

Significantly more males than females mentioned getting even, or 

revenge. But there were no significant sex differences in the 

percentage who said that they would call the police, or catch and 

arrest the assailant. 

There were no overall differences in Psychological concerns, which 

were mentioned by about a fifth of both males and females. However, 

there were significant sex differences in the type of Psychological 

concerns •. Males were significantly more likely to mention guilt and 

loss of self-esteem, while females were likely to mentj"on concern over 

their reactions to men. In an actual assault situation, Psychological 

consequences would undoubtedly be exper~enced by far more. Feelings of 

shame, embarrassment, self-blame, and a loss, of senseoof control over 

her life are frequent among women who have been raped. These types of 

Psychological concerns were mentioned by very few of the young women in 

the survey. 

In summary, females thoUght that their mo&t important concerns by 

far would be health concerns, particularly pregnancy. Fears were next 

most often mentioned, and Psychological concerns were third. For 

males, the most 0 ften men tioned concerns were social concerns ~ mainly 

what others would think. Fears, particularly fear of the same thing 

happening again, were next most common. Psychological concerns and 

revenge concerns we're mentioned less. 

o 

i), 
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The next two questions were, "If this happened to you, what would 

you dq? And "Would you tell anyone (else)?" with a Possible probe, 

"Who?" The data for these questions were combined, as many respondents 

said that they would tell someone when asked what they would do. The 

data are presented in Table 6-2. 

Clearly, males were less likely than females to think they would 

tell someone. The sex differences were significant for telling th/!) 

police (57% vs. 86% for females), parents (57% vs. 86% for females), 

friends (22% vs. 39% for females) and human service professionals (5% 

vs .• 10% for females). Since getting help in dealing with an assault 

often involves telling someone, these results indicate that males are 

probably much less likely to get help. (In fact J males were 

significantly more likely to say that they would tell no one 01% vs. 
none for females). 

Both males and. females were significantly more likely to intend to 

tell a paren t than a fr iend (chi sq uar'e = 96. 2, P less than • 01 fOl~ 
males; chi,square = 178.5, P less than .01 for femalE":ls). 

In an actual ass~ult ;Situation, probably far fewer of both males 

and females would tell someone. B~t females might probably be more 

likely to report. In the present study ,abou t six times as many,; 

females as rnalesreported that they had been assaulted. 

Steele ," and Linnane, 1979). 
';:-; 

o 

o 
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Table 6-2 

What Males and Females Would Do If Assaulted by a Stranger 

People told 

Police 

Parent(s) 

Other family member 

Friends 

Warn, get advice 

Girl friend 

Boy friend 

Human service prdf'essional 

Doctor 

No one 

Other reactions 

Wan t to get even 

Try to identify, find assailant 

Other 

** p less than .01 

, ,:. 

(Per Cents) 

Males 
(N=447) 

57% 

57 

10 

22 

22 

0 

0 

5 

5 

11 

23. 

8 

15 

I' 

\\ 
\\ 

Females 
(N=495) 

86% 

86 

13 

39 

10 

26 

9 

10 

-~~~-!U 

0 

1 

2 

32 

Chi square 

98.5** 

97.4** 

31. 5** 

25.3** 

127.4** 

41.1** 

7.6** 

8.7** 

55.2** 

118.9** 

19.5** 

II 
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It was hypothesized that the males' anticipated lack of 

communication was due to their expectation that others would react 

nega tively. There was no evideilce that this was the case in the 

responses to the question, "Well, if you told your parents, how do you 

think they would feel?" Anticipated parents' reactions were virtually 

identical for males and females (see Table 6-3). Both males and 

females anticipated that their parents would react to them in a 

predominantly positive way, if they were assaulted. There was no 

significant, sex difference in the percentage who anticipated at least 

one positi ve reaction from parents. For both males and f'emales, the 

most common anticipated positive reactions were understanding, concern, 

and feeling sorry for the victim. Fema~es were significantly more 

likely to anticipate that their parents would be fearful on their 

behalf, and would want to protect them. Few antiCipated negative 

reactions. In reality, the reactions of parents of females would 

probably be not nearly as positive as those antiCipated by the young 

women in the sample. 

General negative emotions (shock, general upset) were mentioned by 

eq4pl percentages of males and females. 

There wa.s a slgnifican t sex difference in negative reactions 

towards the assailant, with females significantly more likely to 

a~ ticipate that their parents would be angry at and would hate the \ 
assailant. 

(.' 

In summary, males and females antiCipated equally positive 

reactions of parents towards themselves, were they: a v~ctim Cjf the 

assault described. However, the responses imply that the females ~'j 

II 



Table 6-3 

Anticipated Parental Reactions to Sexual Assault by a Stranger 

(Per Cent Anticipating Each Type of Reaction) 

fositive towards victim 

F~el sorry for victim 

Feel understanding, concern 

Fear for victim, want to 
protect 

Want to help, advise 

Other positive feelings 

Negative towards victim 

Blame, think victim is "easy" 

Other negative feelings 

Negative towards assailant 

Angry" hate assailant 

Call police 

Wan t revenge, to "get" 
assailant 

Other negative feelings 

Other negative feelings 

General negative emotions 
(shoCk, etc.) 

Anger, not specific 

** p less than .01 

// 

Males Females 
(N = 398) (N = 486) Chi square 

58% 61% 

29 28 

27 26 

9 17 

9, 6 

0 1 

14 12' 

5 5 

9 8, 

18 30 17.6** 

9 13 

7 8 

1 0 

23 25 

9 11 
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felt themselves to be under their' parents' protection, while the males 

thought they would be expected to fend for themselves. Females were 

more likely to an ticipa te that their parents \-lOuld be fearful for them 

and angry at the assailant than males were. It seems that females 

thought that their parents would be more emotionally involved in the 

assault, more in the sense that someone under their protection had been 

injured, than in the sense of being more concerned about their 

daughters. 

There were more striking sex differences in the antiCipated 

reactions of friends (see Table 6-4). Both males and females 

antiCipated predominantly POSitive reactions from friends. But females 

were significantly more likely to antiCipate at least one Positive 

reaction. In particular, female respondents were Significantly more 

likely to antiCipate that friends would feel sorry for them. 

In addition, males were significantly more likely to antiCipate at 

least one negative reaction. The most common negative reaction 

antiCipated by males was that friends would think they were homosexual 
Ii ' 

(12%). rhis reaction was obviously not appropri~te for the female 

vignette. Yet the percentage of females who antiCipated that friends 

would think they were "easy" (tne equivalent female category) was much 

lower, 2%. 'Also, mal.es were significantly more likely to say that 

friends WOuld not be their friends, 91' ' would think that they were 

diTferent because it hapPened to them. Obviously the 'anticipated 

sor;:ial stigma of an assault was considerably higher for males than for 

females. 
\\ 
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Table 6-4 

Anticipated Reactions by Friendstb Assault by a Stranger 
(Per Cents) 

Positive towar'ds victim 

Feel sorry for victim 

Understanding, concern 

Want to help, advise 

Other positive feelings 

Negative towards victim 

Think victim is homosexual 

Think victim is different, 
it happened to him/her 

Not be friends 

Not trust 

Blame, think victim "easy" 

Other negative feelings 

Negative towards assailant 

Fear for themselves 

Revenge, "get" assailant 

Be angry, hate assailant 

Other negative feelings 

Othel' negative feelings 

General negative emotions 
(shock, etc.) 

Anger, not specific 

Neutral 

Laugh, joke 
;':. 

Other neutral feelings 

Other responses 

Depends on friends 

Wouldnlt tell friends .. 

** p less than .01 

(.1 

" 'I 

Males 
(N :: 398) 

39% 

23 

15 

8 

0 

37% 
12 

8 

8 

6 

4 

6 

7 

8 

3 

1 

9 

3 

24 

3 

9 

6 

Females 
(N = 486) 

66% 

44 

19 

8 

4 

6% 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

30 

2 

7 
2 

17 

5 

1 

2 
t''. 

0 

3 

Chi square 

62.7** 
44.0n 

137.9** 

56.9** 

19.9** 

36.5** 

13.8** 

16.0** 

12.3** 

111.5** 

r-'~ 
r·-- "It---,,'" 
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Females also were significantly more likely to antiCipate a 

negative reaction to the assailant. Females were more likely to 

anticipate that their' friends would fear for themselves. 

Males were also significantly more likely to antiCipate that 

friends would laugh and joke about the assault (24% vs. 1% for 

females). This antiCipated response might reflect the inability of 

adolescent males to deal comfortably with sensitive personal topics. 

Also, males were significantly more likely to say that the reaction 

would depend on the friends. 

In other words, the males' reactions to sexual assault were 

similar to the ways in which females have traditionally reacted to 

assault. Males expressed a desire to keep the assault hidden, 

reluctance to tell others, and concern with wnat others would think. 

This last reaction, in the case of friends, was to some extent based on 

anticipations of the friends' reactiol'io-~"'~\ The males antiCipated that 

their friends would be more negative towards them, as well as joking 

more, which would be felt as callous. Males who anticipated one or 

more positive reactions from friends were significantly more likely to 

say that they would tell a friend. Those who antiCipated one or more 

negative reactions were significantly less likely to say that they 

would tell a friend (see Table 6-5). However, the males' reluctance to 

tell their parents was not based on antiCipated reactions. Males 

anticipated predominantly positive reactions from the parents, and 

reactions which were just as favorable as those antic~pated by 

females. The relationships between antiCipated 

positive and negative reactions from parents 8:nd intention to tell 

,parents were not significant (Table 6-5). 
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Table 6-5 

Male Street Vignette-_ 

Relationships between (a) Positive and Negative Reaction(s) 

Anticipated from Parents and Friends, and 

(b) Intention of Telling Parent(s) and Friend(s) 

Parents, 

Positi ve reaction (s) 

Negative reaction(s) 

Friends 

Positive reaction (s) 

Negative reaction (s) 

(tau b's) 

(N :: 384 - 389) 
10, 

Would tell 
parent(s) 

-.03 

.00 

~ .08 

-.08 

Would tell 
friend(s) 

-.02 

.04 

.18** 

-.25** 

** pless than .01 

Cl 

-:) 
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These data indicate that males believe that they would experience 

sexual assault as more stigmatizing than females do, probably because 
o 

male sexual assault has not been the target of Community education 
I 

efforts, as female sexual assault has. However, the females' 

anticipations were probably unrealistically Positive. Research on 

women who have been raped indicates that they often do not receive the 

Positive, sympathetic reactions which the young women in the present 

survey thought that they would receive. 

It is Possible that the frequency of the assault of males is 

greater than statistics indicate. Many males undoubtedly do not report 

assault because of the negative reactions that they anticipate (Schaltz 

and'DeSavage, 1975; Groth, 1979, p. 119). 

~: 
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Chapter 7 

Prevalence and Correlates of Sexual Assault 

Eleanor R. Hall and Patricia J. Flannery 

)) 
-J' 

At the end of the interview, the young people in the survey were 
-:..~) 

given a sheet 9 f paper with some questions which were more personal 

than those which were asked in the interview itself. They were asked 

to answer the questi0ns if they wished, put the sheet in the envelope, 

and seal it. Thzy were told that the interviewer would not see their 

answers. Over 97% of the young people answered these personal 

questions. 

/l For females, one question read, "Has a guy ever used PhYBf.9cl\:L 

force or threatened you, to make 'you have s(t,x Wh~n you didn't want 
(i " 

to?" For male's, the corresponding question was "Has a guy ever used 
-:;' 

phYSical force or threatened you to make you do something sexual when 

you ~idn' t aant to?" 
', •• ,1 

Sexual assault was startlingly common among the sample. Twel\Te 

percent of the females and two percent of the males answered "yes" to 

the questions, indicating that they had been raped or sexually 

assaulted. 

II 
Also, no segment of the popul;ation was immune from sexual 

(~, 

assau:tt. Too few males were involved in assaults for conclusions to be 
((" 

drawn concerning them. 
~ But for females, the~percentage who had been 

~ 

c raped was almost identical for J1hites, blacks, and members of other (! 

J. 
:) 
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ethnic groups. )~pe wa~ot significantly related to neighborhood; it ,~ .. ~, 

was as frequent in the suburbs as it. was in the inner city and in the 

rest of Milwaukee. 

Variables which were significantly related topape victimi~ation 
,\ 

among females are shown in Table, 7-1. Rape was significantly related 
,,' 
I' to family living Situation; the lowest rates of assault Occurred among 

',,\ 
young women living with both parents. '~:;There is no "evidence that tlhis 

difference was due to a Possible lack of parental supervision in 

mottler-headed households, as sexual assault was not significantly 

r-elated to whether the mother worked. 

Having been raped was significantly related to having been brought 

up in no ~ligion and to having no current religious preference. These 

two variables both ~ontributed t~ the incidence of rape independently 

of each other. The lowest prevalence of rape was found among young 

women Who had been brought up in a relig10n and who had a CURrent 

r'eligiOus preference (see Table 7-2). 

did not relate tg rape Victimization. 

. f"·., . He,', wever , the par~lcular 1,,' "lgl.Qn £ ~ ',"(" 
Tbere were no significant 

J 

dfl,fferences in '{ii~ rates of rape between those brought up as Catholics 

or Protestants, or between those whose current religious preference was 
J i ~ 

Catholicism or Protestantism. (There were too few members of other 

religious groups for tests to be made on them.) 

':1 These reSlH ts do not necessarily mean that religion was in . itself 

ne~atively related to sexual assault. 
~~ 

Veligious upbringi'lig (pay be associa ted 

o 
Being religious and having a 

\:j 

with a more conservative, 

Q1 restricted lifestyle whiph protects the young women against seXUal 

assault to some extent. 
I) 

/ 

c. 
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Table 7-1 

Variables Associated with Rape Victimization 

Age 

14 
15 
16 
17 

. Living situation.*-.< 

With both parents 

.1' 

With mother and stepfather 
With mother only 

~er cent 
t"'aped 

11% 
15 

6 
11 

8 
17 
lB 

N 

115 
109 
137 
127 

30B 
47 

131 

Significance Test 

Chi square = 9.0* 

Chi square = 9.B* 

68 

Brought up in some religion 
.----~------------------------------------------------

Yes 
No 

10 
19 

Had current religious preference 

Yes 
No 9 

16 

400 
",,lOB 

301 
204 

Number who have had sex, of five girls known best 

None 
One or two 
Three to five 

6 
10 
22 

144 
20B 
156 

Having sex expected, by five girls known best 

Don't 
Some or a lot 

* p less than .05 
** p less than .01 

9 
16 

Chi square = 5.9' 

Chi square = '4. B* 

tau c = .14** 

tau c = .06* 

••• Re$pondents in pther living Situations were too few to permit com
parisons and were ~liminated. 

--------------------~---'~-'---~~ 

Table 7-2 

Prevalence of Rape by Religious Upbringing 
and Current Religious Preference 

(Percent Who Had Been Raped)a 

Religious Preference Now 
Brought Up in a Rel1gion No Yes 

Yes 
14% B% 

(124) (274) 
No 

20% 19% 
(BO) (27) 

a N's on whi()Q pi~r'centages are based are in parentheses. 

Also, the sexual Climate of the peer group was related to having 

been sexually assaulted. One of the questions on the personal question 

sheet was, "Of the five girls who you know best, how many would you say 

have bad sex with a guy?" Of young ,-lomen who said that none of their 

friends had had sex, 6% had been raped. 
Of young women who said that 

three to five dfc~heir friends had had sex, 22% had been raped. 

It might be hypotheSized that if a young woman is part of a group 

of friends who are known to be sexually active, males are likely to 

perceive her as interested in sex and to have "led them on." They 

therefore mlght feel more justified in forsing sex upon her. Giarruso, 

Johnson, Goodchilds, .snd Zellman's (197,9)=research on Los AnE;",eles 

adole~cents provides some SUpport for this hypothesis~ 

69 

,\ 



J 

f t· ~ 

.; 

The data provide n9 information about whether the respondents 

themselves had had intercourse before they were sexually assaulted. 

But it is possible that they had, as in a survey of young adults, 

DeLarna tel" and MacCorquodale (1979, pp. 121-126) found th,at church 

involvement was associated with less li~etime sex experience. 

It is also Possible that young women Whos/friends are sexually 
j' 

active have a more unconventional life styU; and are therefore more 
y 

Ii likely to be in situations and social grouips where they are likel y to 
I' 
I) be assaulted. 

The variables associated with having been raped were also 

associa ted with each other. Having been brought up in a religion and 

having a current religious preference were
n 

associated with living with 

both parents. Young women who had been brought up in a religion and 

70 

had a current religious preference were least likely to have a sexually 

active peer group (see Table 7-3). Young women living with both 

parents were less likely to have a sexually active peer group (see 

Table 7-4). 

Brought 

Yes 

No 

Table 7-3 

Religious Upbringing, CUrrent Religious Preference, and 
Sexual Activity of Peer Groups for< Females 

(Per cent with majority of peer group sexually active)a 

Religious Preference Now 
J 

Up in1a Religion No Yes Ii 

40% 24% 
(125) (275) 

39% 3,7% 
(80) (27) 

a N'scon which percentages are based are in parentheses. 

.... ' ;... . . ..~.f" ., , 

Table 7-4 

Living Situation and Sexual Activity of Peer Group, for Females 

Living S~tuationa 

With both parents 

With mother and stepfather 

With mother only 

Chi square = 24.7 
df = 2 

Percent with 
majority of peer 
group sexually 
active 

22% 

51 

40 

N 

310 

47 

131 

a Those in other living situations were too few to permit comparisons 
,and were eliminate,d. 

II 

The fact that religious young women with fewer sexually active 

female friends were less likely to be assaulted should not be 

interpreted to mean that "nice girls don't get raped." Of the young 

women who were raped, two-thirds were brought up in some religion, 45% 

had a current religious preference, and almost half said that two or 

less of their five best female friends had had sex. The relationships 

of religion and friends' sexual activity to sexual assault were 

extremely Slight, although they were ,statistically significant. 

The present ;'resul ts are only sUgges ti ve. The causal mechanisms 

underlying the relationships are not clear from the present da.ta. 

FUrther research is needed to determine the nature of the relationships 

between family living Situation, religious background and preference, 

life stYle, and vulnerability to sexual assault. 

1i1l ••• IJlilllllliliilllll •• iiiI'lJIfililliilli 1.lfl.".II'I!IiIIIM, ... '''''' , ................ , ..... -~. -=-.. ~,,' 

7I 

! • 



f 

72 

Chapter 8 

Views of Sexual Assault Treatment Centers 

Eleanor R. Hall and Gilbert Gloyer, Jr. 

Sexual assault treatment centers (SATCs) have been leaders in the 

treatment of rape victims. They providEl services which are often 

unavailable elsewhere, since many doctor's, social workerf', and 

psychologists have no skills in dealing with~exual assa:.il t. Also, 

i 
SATCs provide integrated services. In one Ideation, the sexual assault 

victim can often obtain medical help, Psychological counseling, legal 

advice, and other services. Sexual assault treatment centers may be 

particularly important for adolescents, since many centers provide 

services free 0 c arge. f h Many adolescen ts do not want to tell their 
'\ 

parents about the assault, which would usually be necessary in order to 

pay for services. Therefore, adolescents' views of sexual assault 

trea tment centers were an important focus of }he survey. 

The section of the interview on SATCs attempted to focus on 

several issues which might affect SATC utilizaton by adolescents. 

J .• 

2. 

Are adolescents motivated to use SATCs? Do they 

perceive the services that such centers provide as 

important and valuable? 

What barriers exist to adolescents' use of SATCs? 

POSSible barriers include lack of awareness of the 

~o existence of the center, worry about confidentiality, 

u i 
i 
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and some speCial Circumstances (not being a Virgin, 

which might lead to accusations of having provoked the 

assault, and being assaulted by a boyfriend, whom the 

girl might not want to get into trouble). 

The questions on SATCs were introduced with the fOllowing 

explanation of sexual assault: "Sexual assault includes more than 

rape. 
9 

It inVOlves using force or the threat of force to make a 

person do something sex-wise that she or he doesn't want to do. It can 

involve rape, but it doesn't necessarily mean going all the way. So 

boys and. men can be sexually assaulted. According to Wisconsin laws, 

all kinds of sexual assault are illegal, not just rape." This 

explanation was included so that young men would perceive the sexual 

assault treatment center as relevant to themselves as well as to female 
Clients. 

Motivation to Use an SATC 

To learn about the incentive to utilize an SATC, the young people 

were asked about the services which a sexual assault treatment center 

could offer, and Whether they thought these services were very im-

portant, somewhat important, or not at all important. The results are 

presented in Table 8-L Females an.d males were in' agree'qIent abowt the 

relative importance of different services. Parallelling the concerns 

9 In the immediately p~eceding section Of the interview, the 
respondents were told., "Rape is the crime of using force or -the 
threa t of force to have sex with a girl or woman When she doesn't want to ••• " 

o 
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Table 8-1 

Importance of SATC Services 

(Per Cent Saying Very Important) 

Testing for and treating VD 

Medical treatment for injuries 

Helping get rid of fears 

Talking over ~~feelings (fear, anger, 
shame, getting even) 

Helping with legal matters 

Helping decide whether to tell 
parents and other relatives 

Offering morning-after pill 

Teaching girls not to be 
sexually easya 

Males 
(N=45l-460) 

91% 

85 

84 

70 

69 

64 

56 

51 

Females 
(N=505-509) 

94% 

92 

86 

79 

75 

62 

58 

58 

a Included to discourage a response set of "very important." 

,-, 

74 

tau c 

.03 

.03 

.09 

.06 

-.01 

.03 

• 07 

I 
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I 

I" 

,.~, 

expressed to the vignettes, health-related services were considered 
75 

most important. Over 85% said that medical treatment for injuries and 
" 

testing and treating VD were very important. 
(However, only about half 

( , 
thought a morning-after pill to prevent pregnancy was very important, 

perhaps because many of the sample were Catholic.) Psychological 

issues were considered next most important. Helping the person get rid 

of fears, such as fear of being alone or gOing out at night, was 

considered important by about 85%, and talking about feelings about 
'.:; 

what'\happened, such as anger, shame, and getting even, were considered " 

very important by about three-fourths. Lower percentages thought that 

it was important to help people who were assaulted decide whether to 

tell their parents, and to help them deal with legal matters, Such as 

whether to report to the police. Eyery serVice was considered 

importan t by a majority of the young people in the sample. Clearly, 

there was a strong incentive to use the services of an SATC, if 
necessary. 

Barriers to Use of an· SATe 

The next ,series of questions deal~ with barriers to going to an 
I. 

SATC, and, particularly with concerns about confidentiality • 

)lThe Milwaukee SATC's policy is absolute confidentiality, telling 

neither parents of adolescents nor t!?-,e POlice about the assault. 
.,~, To 

'-:::'1 determine whether adolescents were aware ot, this policy, they were 

asked, "If you reported a sexual assault to a sexual assault treatment 
~""~ ,.~-

center, do you think th'ey would tell the police if yau di.d1Pt want them 

to?" and '~ ••• do you th tnk th ey woul d tell yoU" pa"en ts if you di~n' t «:r' 

wan t them to?" The resul ~.s in Table 8-2 show that the young people in 

" 



Table 8-2 

Beliefs a,bout Conf'identiality of SATC Services 
(Per Cent Saying Definitely or Probably Would) 

Females 

76 

Males 
(N=450-457) (N=499-504) tau 'ca 

SATC "would tell your paren ts if 
, you didn't wan t th em to" 

29% 26% -.04 
::! 

SATC Ilwould ,tell the police if 
you didn't want them to" 

27 22 -.04 

Friends would find out 15 12 .... 12** 
- I, 

** p less than .,01 
a Based on a four-point scale. 

the sample were, !~enerally aware of sexualassaul t treatment centers' 

policy of conffct:~n tiali ty. 10 

This policy was obviously l.mportan t to the young people who Here 

in terviewed. They were asked, if they were raped or sexually 

assaul ted, whetl1er they would gq to a sexual assaul t trea tmen):t center 

if the Q·en ter told their parent.s, if they thought friend,$ Would find 

out, if the center told the police about the assault, and if they were 

sure the center wouldn't tell parents, the pOlice, or anyone else. The 

resul ts to thesequas tions are shown in Table 8-3. 

10 Later questions indicated very little awareness of sexual 
assault treatment centers. In answering the questions about confi

''Bentiality, the young people were" probably ((generalizing from their 
knowledge of other social agenCies. 'I) 

I) ) 0 

" '. 

Table 8-3 

Willingness to Go to An SATC Under Certain Conditions 
(Per Cent Who Said That They Definitely or Probably Would Go) 

Females 

77 

Males 
(N=452-457) (N=496-508) tau ca 

95% .20** 
If SATC told no one 

89% 

70 .01 
If SATC told the police 

69 

54 .03 
If SATC told parents 

52 

42 .13** 
If friends found out 

33 
If not a Virgin 

81 
If boyfriend forced sex 

50 

** p less than .01. 
a Based on a four-point scale. 

Ii 
"~I 

Almost all said that they would go if they were sure that no one 

was told against their will, and about 70% would go if the police 

were told. But only half said they would go if the SATC told their 

parents, and even few'er if their friends found out. Males were 

signif'ican tly less likely than females to say that they would go to 

an SATC if theil' friends found out. The wide differences in the 

percentages who would go to an SATe under different conditions of 

confidentiality indicate how important the policy of confidentiality 
,'I 

was to young people in the sample. 

Because they believe that a vi~it to an SATC would be kept in 

confidence, concerns about who would find out would prevent only a 

. ~ 

i1 
,:,1 



very few from using an SATC. However, because confidenti~lity is 

important, the policy should be emphasized in rape education efforts, 

particularly with groups inoluding males. 

Worry over accusations of promiscuity were apparently not a 

barrier, as four fifths of the young women said they would go to an 

SATC if not a virgin. But only half would go if a boyfriend forced 

sex. 

The teenagers' willingness to go to a sexual assault treatment 

center, as reported in Our survey, is probably higher than it would 

be in a real life situation, for a number of reasons. 

First, within an interview context the respondent cannot imagine 

the emotic:ms of embarrassment, guilt, and shame which frequently 

accompany sexual assault. These would be real barriers to reporting, 

particularly for inexperienced adolescents who are not used to 

discussing personal matters with strangers. If a young person went 

to .the SATC without telling herlhis parents, slhe would be dealing 

with a socia,l agency which is unfamiliar. 

$econdly, in the::Vignettes OUr interview presented sexual 

assault in a situation in which the victim was in no way doing 

anything that slhe should not do or responsible for the assault. The 

vignettes were deSigned in this way for the following reasons:" 

First, we did not want to ask the teenager to identifY with a 

situation where slhe was dOing something slhe would not ordinarily 
I 

do. ("Imagine that you were hitchhiking •••• 'I) Secondly, we did not 

want tq lay ourselves open to the Criticism that we might be 

j 
! 

78 

1 
1 

encouraging anti~social behavior by asking the teenager to imagine 

that slhe was behaving in a\disap;proved way. 

This decision meaqt that the situations presented in the 

vignettes did not cover the whole range of rape situations. In fact, 

many young ,women are assaulted when doing something they should not 
·f 

. do, hitchhiking, gOing somewhere they have been told not to go, with 

people their parents don't want them to associate with, and so on. 

Therefore, if the teenagers' responses to the questions about going 

to an SATC were influenced by seeing rape in the context of the 

vignettes, which preceded the SATC questions, they might report being 

more willing to go to a sexual assault treatment center than they 

would be in a real life situation. 

Therefore, the absolute p¢rcentages saying that they would go to 

an SATC under certain conditions are probably too high. However-, 

there is no reason,to believe that there is bias in the relative 

differe~ces between the percentages who would go under certain 

condi tions • ,:; 

Preferred Types of Sexual Assault Treatment Centers 

Sexual Assault Treatment Centers differ widely. Some are 

affilia ted wi,t;,h a hospital or other community institution, have a 

professional orientation, and are apolitical. Others developed out 

of the feminist movement. They tend to be independent of other 

institutions, aqd rely heavily on volunteer ~taff. They are similar 

to "free clinics," that is, clinics operated by those :who are 

dissa tisfied with the health establishment, many of them voluriteers. 

Free clinics are designed to meet hitherto unmet needs, particularly 

", 
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, Table 8-4 

Young Women' s ~re ferences for\) Sexual Assault Trea tmen t Centers 
(Per Cent Preferring Each Alternative) 

Organiza tional Affil'ia tion 

Separate and independent 

Loca ted in a hOSPit~l 

Located ina mental health center 

No preference 

Total 

N 

Staff (Philosophy) 

Womtln acti ve in the women's movemen t ' 

People with no special point of view 

No prefer'ence 

Wouldn't go to any 

Total 

N 

65% 

32 

2 

" 
1 

100% 

507 
',:; 

62% 

32 

5 

1 

100% 

~3' 497 
-:------~':.:::.' ... ~':"~.' --:-----------------------__ r._ Staff (Qualifica~:::!i~o~n~s'.!..) ___________________________ _ 

Some conc~rned volunteers 

All professionals 

Total 

N 

81% 

19 

100% 

56'8 

111\ 

'---·----·;~,;-.......I'--------\';..!.;--.,l'-' _________________ _ 

o 

I) 

\) 

(f 
)) 

(j 

\\ 

I 

! " 

! 
i 

i 

// 
II 

'. 

81 
the needs of those who are alienated from establishment institutions 

(Bearman, 1974). A number of questions dealt wioth which type of center 

young women would feel most comfortable with. Because they are 

probably less likely to be assaulted, these questions were not asked of 

males. The results are shown in Table 8-4. 

The first question was, "If you wanted to get help, which kind of 

sexual t:\sl;!cmlt trfeatment center would you rl:>.ther go to: one located in 

a hospital, one l~~ated in a mental health center, or one completely 

separate and independent from any other organization?'f Almost 

two-thirds said that they would prefer an independent center, probably 

because they perceived it as less bureaucratic. About. one-third 

preferred a hosP~§~-affiliated center. Virtually no one preferred a .:.=-::...-:,:;;\ 

1j'<:, 
center affilia ted t(~~J;>,.;cc:~E!~ntal health centerf probably because of the 

stigma of men t1f illnesf3. 

The next question was, \\ ! 'I 

"Some sexual assault treatment' centers are \i 
1-/ . 

run by women who ar~.e active in women's rigfl'ts or the women IS movement. 

Other centers are run by people with no special point of view. Which 

kind would you rather go to?" Over 60% said that they would prefer a 

feminist center, cme run by women who are active in the!~~omen' s 

movement. 
/ )) 
views, so 

Adolesc~nt girls are not particularly feminist in their 

this ChOi~e may simply mean that they pret, .:'''-, talking with 
'f f 

a woman on a personal, sensitiv,';l tOPic. '/ 

The third question read,G 

1111 describe two kinds of sexual assault treatment 
c'en ~el1s, and I'd like to ask you which kiml you wO!iidc, 

rattier go to. The first kind is staffed entirely byt 
professi~nal people: doctors, nu\rses and counselors. ,,~/ 
These pr:.JfesSionals have had training and experience in 
helping peop1e Wh~ have been sexually assaul ted~ The 
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second kind has some professional staff--doctors and 
nUl"ses--and also some trained volunteer counselors. 
These counselors volunteer their services because they 
are concerned about sexual assault. Some have been 
assaulted themselves. Some of them are close to you in 
age. Which kind of center lolould you rather go to, if 
they provided equally good services and both were free? 
Would you rdther go to the one staffed entirely by 
professionals, or the one staffed partly by concerned 
volun teers? 

82 

Over 80% said that they wouldpr:efer a center with some volunteers who 

were concerned about sexual assault, some of whom had been assaulted 

and were close to the victims in age, rather than the center which was 

staffed entirely by professional doctors, nurses and counselors. When 

a:::";d why, the /nos t common answer was that if the vol un teers had been 

sexually assaulted they would be more able to understand how the victim 

fel t and to help her. 

In saying tpat they preferred the independent center r'un by women 

who are active in the women's movement and staffed by some concerned 

\\ volunteers, the young women in the survey showed a preference for the 

"free clinic II type of SATe on all three quef',tions. ll Obviously, 
1,\ 
'\ 

these results do not >imply that ,all SATCs shSuld follow the lIf'ree 

11 There was a significant relationship (tau b = .16) between 
preference for a :separa~e aU,d independent center and preference for a 
center w,i th a, par~iy v'(>lun teer staff ~ In other words , a\'ponbureau
cratic preference on o~e question was associated with a rionbureau
cratic preference on the other. However, preference for a separate, 
independent center was unrelated to preference for a feminist 
center. And there was a negative '\irelationshiP (tau = -.16, pless 
than .01) Q.etweend pref'erence for .~ feminist center and preference 
fOli a ceri~\r with a partly volunteer staff. Of those who prefer>red a 
ferhn:ist center,' 77% wanted a center W~h some volunteer staff. Of 
those who did not prefer a feminist cenuer, 89% wanted a staff with 
some volunteers.~) Apparentl,y Pt',eference for a feminist center is 
independent of, or slightly neg~'ltively related to, prefereqce fop a 
nonbureaucratic center. 

() 
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clinic II model. In the first place, older clients may prefer an 

"
es

tablishmen til model and the security involved in a hospital setting. 

In the second place, many adolescent rape 

victims are brought to the SATC by a parent, an aunt, or another 

relative. Such people may feel more comfortable bringing the rape 

victim to the hospital-type center. Last but not least, many 

hospital-based clinics are doing excellent work and should certainly 

not be disrupted. However, hospital-based clinics could increase their 

appeal to adolescent victims by adding volunteer counselors and 

adolescent counselor~ to their staff 
, . , aad by using young people as 

speakers in their community education efforts. Also, they could 

emphasize the degree to which the clinic staff is female, not 

necessarily feminist but female. 

Awareness of Rape Education and Services 

Table 8-5 shows awareness of rape education efforts. Almost 

two-thirds of the sample had seen a TV program about rape. Most 

~Table 8-5 

AwareneS~f Rape Education 
(pex'Jlcent Yes) 

I\,l 
" Males 

(N = 460} 

Saw TV program about rape 
65% 

Heard talk about rape r\t 
club, or chur'ch group 

school, 36 

Knew there is an SATC in Mi.1waukee 61 

** p less than .01 

a Based on a three-point scale (no-maybe-yes) 

0' 

Females 
(N = 513) 

63% 

45 

55 

tau ca 

-.01 

+.09** 

-.05 

o 



(I 

\~ 

If 

84 

commonly, it was a documentary or news program, or a soap opera or 

other dramatization which involved rape. 

Forty-five percent of the females and 36% of the males had heard a 

talk about rape at school, or at a club or church group. Over half 

knew that there was a sexual assault treatment center in Milwaukee. 

However, their knowledge was very vague. When asked what they knew 

about {t, they most commonly said nothing or that they just knev-T there 

Has one. Less than a fifth knew either the name of the center12 or 

that it was located in Family Hospital. 

Summary 

1'0 summarize, the results showed that the attitude towards sexual 

assault treatment centers was positive. The young people in the sample 

believed that the services offered by such a center were important. 

They generallY,\were aware that their visit to such a center would be 
\\ 

kept in confidence. Only a few said that they would be prevented from 

using such a cente~. from fear of who w01Jld be told or find out •. (Of 

course, if they were actually assaulted shyness and embarrassment might 
//:/ 

prevent them from contacting an SATC.) A major barrier to use of an 

SATe was lack of awareness of it. Only a little over half of the young 

people kn~ that there was a center in Milwaukee. Of .those, most did 

not know the name of it or where it was located. When asked what they 

would do in various sexual assault situations, alm9st none mentioned 

'21 

12 The question involved a broad hint, since the nam~ of the 
center is the Sexual Assault Treatment Center of Greater Milwaukee. 

an SATG. Therefore, rape education efforts in the community should 

emphasize the existence of the sexual assault treatment center. 

Emergency room personnel and otners who come in contact with rape 

victims should be sure to suggest the SATC to them. 

Also, the young women in the sample preferred a "free clinic" 

type of SATC, one independent of other institutions, one run by women 

active in the women's movement, and one with a partly volunteer 

staff. SATes with these characteristics should publicize them in 

their community education work with young people. More traditional 

SATCs should consider acquiring a more feminist image, and using 

volunteers as counselors. 
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Chapter 9 

Attitudes towards Rape 

Eleanor' R. Hall and Sherrie L. Boezio _<, 

'---

, f ape Yet attitudes of Of course, virtually no one approves 0 r • 

tolerance of rape are held by many rapists and are also widespread in 

society at large. Tolerance of rape involves the following attitudes: 

(al excusing the rapist and blaming the rape victim by saying that she 

provoked the rape or precipitated it ("she led him on," etc.) j (b) 

denying that 

86 

the rape actually occurred, claiming that many accusations 
of rape are falGe; (c) denying the seriousness of rape and the injury 

inevitable t relax and enjoy it.,,)13 
done to the victim ("when rape is 

Tolerance of rape has important consequences. First, it may make 

it difficult to ,achieve a rape conviction, if the members of the jury 

blame the victim or do not believe that a rape actually Occurred. 

Secondly, it may make the life of the rape victim more difficult. She 

does not receive the support and sympathy wh:l,chshe should, f~?m those 

who hav~ rape-tolerant attitudes. 

Man\ researchers and theorists belteve that rape toleran~~ has its 

roots in the sexist attitudes of soclety, to the effect that women 

should be dominated and viewed as "sex objec~.~." A relatioflship 

.\ 

13 These attitudes are similar to the methods which delinque~ts 
use to neutralize guilt and disapproval (Sykes and Mazda, 1957). 
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between attitudes towards rape and attitudes towards sex roles has been 

found in surveys of the general population. Feild (1978) found 

relationships between attitudes excusing rape and preference for 

egalitarian male-female relationships. However, these correlations may 

have been spurious, as they were not computed for men .and ''lOmen 

separately. In a survey of 598 Minnesota adults, Burt (1980) found a 

relationship between Rape Myth Acceptance (beliefs that rape victims 

are promiscuous, provoke the rape, etc.) and Sex Role StereotYPing 

(beliefs that women should be traditional', submissive, restricted, 

their lives centered around marriage and the family). This " 

relationship was found in both men and women. 

An alternative possibility is that tolerance of rape is related to 

a generally r,mtisocia'l attitude, similar to that of delinquents and II C: 

criminals. Resear'chers who have studied rapists have stated that many 

of them are SOCiopathic (Littner', 1973; Rada, 1978), or gene~:~lly 
violent and amor'al (Gebhar'd, Gagnon, Pomeroy, and Christenson, 1965). 

Research with the gener'al population h:j.c:; provided some Support for 

a relationship between attitudes towar'ds rape and towards violence • 

Burt (1980) found that Rape Myth Acceptance was 'strOnglY rela!1ed to 

acceptance of interpersonal violence. 
II However, most of the items in 

the Acceptance of Interpersonal Violence scale dealt with violence in 

male-female relationships (is a man ever justified in hitting his, wife, 

being roughed up is sexually stimulating to women, et'b. Y. 

An important goal of the study was to measure tolerance of rape 
.? (/ 

among adolescent{~, and to relate it to attitudes towardsomale-female 

relationships and to SOCialized a~ opposed to anti-social, cf'ctitude§. 
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. "Measuring Instruments 

Rape Attitudes 

Attitudes towards rape were measured with items involving 

acceptance of rape, excusing the rapist, blaming the rape victim, and 

minimizing the seriousness of rape. The Rape Attitudes Scale was 

developed through ite~ analysis of a larger pool of items which. were 
-.,::\-.~ 

given to a university sample as well as to the adolesoents in the main 

study. The scale was validated by g~ying it to men who had been 

convicted of sexual assault and to a control group of men in the 

Milwaukee community. Thedeveqopment and Validation of the scale are 

described in Ap, 'j:mdix A. The clcale items a!'e in Tablec A-I. 
if" 

Heterosexual Relationships 

Many attitude scales on sex roles have been develoPf-:J • However ,~. 

Brannon (1978) has pointed out that many of the scales are very 

heterogeneous. No available saale specifically measure9/~ttitudes 
(i 

towards male-~~lle 
... ,Jr, 
/,,-,/ '. 

·c deSigned to me~sure 
\\ 

should dominate and 

'<:::..::-:: 
relationships. Therefore, a scale was developed, 

the extent of which the subject bplieved that males 
if 

control male-femal~ relationshi~s, and Valued sex 

. v'S. love in such 
.. ))~. 

. . // 
relationships. (See Table A-3). 'Y The high Scorer 

would be;l!ieve in 
,:,~_\ male domination and would 

opposite sex as IIsex objects." 

treat members 
t( 
). 
J 

of the 

The Heterosexual Rela~ionships Scale was developed from.a larger' (' 
,) 

pool of items whichc was given tcftl1'e university §ample mentioned above 

as well as to the adolElscent sample. 
'(\ " 

/,"1 

.~J\and val.ida tion oCr the scale is presen ted in Appendix A. 

Informa tioh on thJ developmen t () 

() 
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The items dealing with rape tolerance and heterosexual 

relationships were included in one instrument, along with some filler 

itelns. 

Socializa tion 

As a measure of an ti-social or delinquen t tendencies, the, Gough 

14 SOCialization Scale was given to the males. This measure ha( a 

number of advantages. It has been shown to ;{lfferentiate betwee~ 

delinquents and normals (Ste'~(n, Gough, and Sarbin, 1966; Smith and 

Austrin, 1974). It is appropriate to adolescents. Also, it is not 

obViously rela;ted to delinquent behavior. Most of the items involve 

behaviors which have been shown to be related to delinquen~y (general 

adjustment, hO~,e life, getting along with parents and teachers, etc.). 
,/ 

Some of' the items were onlitted or modified to make the scale 

appropriate to teenagers and ~ore current in vocabulary. 

In order to test the :(alidity of the revised version of this 

scale i,i it was gi ven to men in PI;' ison who had been conv icted 0 f 
';;. 

nonsexual crimes of Violence, as well as those who had been convicted 

of sexual assaul t. Both groups obtained significantly J.ower scores 

than the Milwaukee community control group. 
~ 0 0, ~ 

To make the scaleJRore appropriate to adolesq~nts, the version 

which was given to the teenage"s was siightlYmodir"e~ in W~"ding]and 
vooabulat'y from the version give,? to the men in prison. .f 

----------~/~~'--------

_;fl' 
:? 

14 This scale was reproduced bY;~~eCi~l permission from the 
California ~JYChological Inventory, by Harrison Gough, Ph.D. Copy
r igh t da te' ! 1957. Publish ed by Consul'ting Psycr.ologis t Pr,!3s s, Inc. 
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Samples 

The Rape Tolerance and Heterosexual Relationships Scales were 

given to a sample of 119 male and 174 female students at the University 

of Wisconsin-Madison. 15 
The Rape Tolerance Scale and a slightly 

longer version of the Heterosexual Relationships ScaleFwere given to ,/ 

the famal:: in the survey Q,:¥\~\teenagers ; t~e male teenagers received 
'/ 

those scales and the Goui3:3,:Qocialization Scale as well. 
'<:> 

~\ Results 

Student t-tests were performed between the scores of males and 

females in both samples. The results are shown in Table 9-1. Males 

obtained significantly higher scores on the Heterosexual Relationships 

Scales in both samples (that is, they were significantly more likely to 

favor male domination of women, re~,ating to the OPPOSite sex as "sex 

objects," etc.). 

For the Rape Attitudes Scale, males had signif1cantly higher 

scores in the university samples (i.e., they excused rape more). There 
'~ \ 

was no sex difference in Rape Attitudes for adolescents. 

" Pearson p~oduct-moment correlations between the variables ~~ong 
I) adole~qents are presented in Table 9-2. The correlations between the 

Rape Tolerance and Heterosexual Relationships Scales were .49 for the 

university ~~, .52 (tor the university females, .54 for the younger 

males, and .44 for the younger females. All of these correlations were 

significant at the .01 level. The replication of the results in both 

';._---------

15 The researchers are indebted to Judith A. Howard for 
obtaining these data. G 
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Table 9-1 

Means on the Rape Attitudes IDld Heterosexual Relationships Scales 

for the University and Adolescent Samples 

Standard 
Mean Deviati~ N 

Males Females Males Females Hales Females 
\1 - (I 

RaEe Attitudes Scalea (I 
,~:) 

--'::.1 

University Students 45.4 34.5 12.7. 11.3 119 174 
Adolescents 

33.8 33.0 6.9 7.2 455 510 
'~': Heterosexual Relationships Scalea,b 

Universit.y Stugents 30.6 24.3 8.0 7.4 119 174 
Adolescents 

29.8 '2n.5 6.5 6.1 455 5iq8 

** p less than :C)1, two-tailed test 

a Scores for university students and adolescents are not comparable. The university students used a 
nine point agree-disagree scale; the ~dolescents used a five-point scale. 

I 

b Scores for university students and adolescents are not comparable. 
consisted o~ nine ~tems, the adolescents' scale had twelve items. 

i c:) 
The university students' scale 

!.) 

\\ /" . 
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7.69** 

1. 76 

6.87** 

8.18** 
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Table 9-2 

Pearson Product-Moment Correlations 

among Attitude and Socialization Scalesa 

for the Adolescent Sample 

(Females above the diagonal, males below) 

Rape 
Tolerance 

Heterosexual 
Relationships 

Rape Tolerance 

Heterosexual Relationships 

Sociali za tion b 

** p less than .01, two-tailed test 
a For males, N=455 

• 54** 

-.31** 

For females, N=508 
b Females did not receive the Socialization Scale 

.44** 

-.33** 

~, "0 

samples provides strong 'ievidence for the relationship of tolerance of 

rape to an attitude which involves perception of women as sex objects 

and condones male dominance of women. Also, the relationship was 

92 

significant for females as well as for males. Researchers in the a~ea 

of rape have commented on the fact that in some cases, women jurors 

show a lack of sympathy for rape victims. The pres~nt results indicate 

that rape tolerance has the same attitudinal correlates among women as 

among men. 

Among the male adolescents, the Gough Socialization Scale was 
\ 

significantly negatively correlated with the Rape Tolerance Scale 

(Pearson r = -.31, p less than .01) and the Heterosexual Rel~tionships 

Scale (Pearson r = -.33, p less than .01). That is, males who tended 

to condone and excuse rape, males who believed in male dominance 

93 

towards women and viewed women as sex objects, also tended to be less 

socialized, that is, to be reckless, rebellious, impulsive and cynical 

rather than conforming, responsible, cooperative, and kind (Gough, 

1912). However, the relationships with socialization were relatively 

weak, although statistically significant. 

The relati(IL~'3hip of rape tolerance and" attitudes toward 

heterosexual relationships to the actual ~ommission of rape is still 

undetermined. The commission of rape by particular men may have 

different roots than the attitudes prevalent in the society at large • 

Some experts in the area of rape have linked rape to an insecure male 

identity or to repressed homosexual tendencies, and believe that rape 

may be an attempt to validate masculine identity by playing an 

exaggerated male role of dominance and aggression. Some have linked 

rape to hostility towards mother, girlfriend, or wife, or to 

situational str~?s in the life of the rapist (Rada, 197 8). In 

addition, opportunity undoubtedly plays a part in the commissioD of 

rape., A number of possiblp relationships between rape toler~rce and 

~he commission of rape may be hypothesized. It is possible that, 

first, rape tolerance pr,a.cedes the commission of rape and to some 

extent causes it. Secondly~.it is possible that the man who commits 

rape develops rape toler8.iit attitudes after the act, as a way of 

justifying his behavior to himself and others. Thirdly, it is possible 

tbat rape tolerance in the society as a whole lessens the social 

disapproval of rape and makes it difficult to get a conviction for 

rape, but has no relationship to the actual "commission of rape, which 

OCCurs for other reasons. The~· resolution of these issues will await on \\ 
futUre research. 

() 

r 
I.' 
I ~ 
n 
I' Il 

Ii 
!} 
'; 

~~ '" 
'1 

-------.-----------------~----------~--------.-,-~,~---



----------------------.-------------...... 

94 

Chapter 10 

Summary 

The study involved interviews with young people between the ages 

of 14 and 17 in the Milwaukee area. The sample consisted of 513 young 

f 

be due not to those variables pel" se, but to differences in lifestyle 

(e.g., girls from single parent families may be more likely to go 

places on their own rather than being taken by a parent). 

InforIDa tion on the young women I s perceptions of sexual asr:aul t 

were obtained by giving them vignettes, brief stories which described 

95 

women and 460 young men. They were interviewed in private. sexual assault inCidents, and asking them about their reactions if such 

Th1a young people perceived the rapist as primarily motivated by 

sexual need~ and desires. They perceived the rapist as unsuccessful in 

heterosexual relationships and someone who felt inferior. They thought 

the rapist was emotionally disturbed, someone who was obviously 

abnormal to those in contact with him. In other words, they saw the 

rapist as trying to satisfy sexual motives which had been thwarted 

and/or Psychologically distorted. They were relatively unaware of 

power and angel" as motives for rape. They overestimated the percentage 

of rapes which are committed by a stranger, probably because they were 

less likely to think of rape by an acquaintance as being rape. 

The young people were asked if they had been se:lCJ.lally assaulted. 

Twelve percent of the young women and two percent of the young men said 

that they had been. For the young women, those who had been sexually 

" assaulted were more likely not to be living with both parents, to have 

been brought up in no religion and/or to have no current religious 

preference, and to have a sexually active peel" group. The 
,-' 

relationships were slight and should not be interpreted to mean that 

"nice girls don 't get raped" -- many of those who were assaulted wel~e 

religious girls who were living with both parents. Also, the 
'0 

relationships of religion and family background to family assault may 

a thing should happen to them. In one vignette, the victim was 

attacked by a stranger on the street. In another, she was attacked by 

an acquaintance at a party. For both vignettes, the young women felt 

that if such a thing happened to them, health worries would be a major 

area of concern, particularly fear of pregnancy. Fears (fear of being 

assaulted again, etc.) were a frequently mentioned concern for the 

street vignette. The young women were relatively unaware of the other 

Psychological consequences of rape (guilt, loss of self-esteem, etc.). 

For the party vignette, social concerns (what would people think, etc.) 

were important. 

Virtually all of the young women thought that the attack by a 

stranger was rape. They thought that thf'':Y would probably Jell their 

parents about it, and anticipated that their parents would react in a 

POSitive, sympathetic way. 
They were less likely to think that/they 

), 

would tell a 'friend or friends. 

A lower percentage thought that the attack by an acquaintance at a 

party was rape l and perceiving it as rape was associated with intention 

to tell parents about it. Overall, they were less likely to intend to 

tell parents, and more likely to intend to tell friends than about the 

assaul t by the stranger on the street. They anticipated a less 

" 

; 
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positive reaction from both parents and fri€nds than to the assault on 

the street. 

For both vignettes, the young people anticipated that friends 

would react more positively to them than parents. Anticipation of 

positive feelings from parents was associated with intentions to tell 

parents; the same was true for friends. 

The results suggested that the young women saw parents and friends 

as playing different roles. They intended to tell a parent when the 

incident was seen as rape, a serious problem to which the parent was 

likely to react positively. Since there was a negative relationship 

between intentions to tell parents and friends, the results suggest 

that the young women intended to tell a friend when they would not tell 

a parent, and when they anticipated a sympathetic reaction from the 

friend. Perceiving the incident as rape was not related to intention 

to tell a friend about it. 

The young men were given a vignette in which a young man was 

" sexually assaulted by two strangers on",the street. If' such a thing 
,\ 

happened to them, high percentages thought that social concerns and 

fears would be felt. Lower percentages expressed intentions to tell 

parents and friends than young women did to the comparable stranger 

vignette. Also, they anticipated more negative reactions from friends 

than the young women did. In other words, the young men perceived 

sexual assault as more stigmatizing than the young women did. 

A separate series of questions dealt with sexual assault treatment 

centers. The young people had a positive attitude towards them, and 

perceived th.eir services as important. The young women said that they 

. : () 

(, 
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would prefer the "free clinic" type of center, one independent of other 

institutions, run by women active in the women's movement, and staffed 

by some volunteers. The main barrier to use of a sexual assault 

treatment center was lack of awareness. Over half knew that there was 

a sexual assault treatment center in Milwaukee, but less than a fifth 

knew either the name or the location of the center., 

Attitude scales were used to measure attitudes towards rape 

(tolerating, excusing or condoning it) and attitude3 towards 

heterosexual relationships (beliefs that men should control male-'-female 

relationships, viewing members of the oPPosite sex as "sex objects," 

etc.). The Gough Socialization Scale, which is assocjated with 

delinquent tendencies, was administered to the males. Tolerance of 

rape was strongly related to "male chauvenist" attitudes towards 

heterosexual relationships, and for males, was somewhat related to low 

'1' t' S 1 Males w;th "male chauvenist" scores on the Soc~a ~za ~onca e. • 

attitudes also tended to be less socialized. 

c. 1 

\.1. 
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Appendix A 

Development of the Rape Attitudes, Heterosexual 

Relationships, and Socialization Scales 

Three scales were used to measure attitudes and personality in the 

adolescents being studied. The Rape Attitudes Scale was designed to 

measure attitudes of tolerating or condoning rape, excusing the rapist 

and blaming the rape victim. The Heterosexual Relationships Scale was 

designed to measure IImal e chauvinist" attitudes towards male-female 

relationships, that is, the belief that males should dominate and 

control women, an emphasis on the sexual rather than the affectional 

aspect of male-female relationships, etc. The Gough Socialization 

Scale was used to measure the anti-social attitudes which are typical 

of delinquents. 

In ol"de r to tes t the reliab ili ty and validi ty of these scales, 

versions of them were given to three samples in addition to the 

adolescents in the main study: a sample of University of Wisconsin 

introductory psychology students, a sample of men in prison who had 

been convicted of sexual assault and of other crimes of Violence, and a 

community control group comparable to the prison sample in age. Data 

from these samples and from the adolescent sample we~e used in the 

development of the scales. 

99 

Instruments 

Rape Attitudes Scale 

The Rape Attitudes Scale consisted mainly of items developed by 

others and modified to make them appropriate to adolescents. 

The item pool includsd items from the factors discovered by Feild 

(1978), especially those which wel."ghted on facto"'''' h 
.~ w ich differentiated 

rapists from the general public, and items which differentiated 

sexually aggressive from nonagressive men in Aronson, Dlah, and Kossls 

(1978) study.16 Also, some items from Burt's (1980) Rape Myth 

Acccpta~ce Scale were included. The items reflected many of the common 

myths about rape (that women enjoy violence, that the rape Victim often 

provoked the rape, that seductive clothing and behavior precipitate 

rape, etc.). Vocabulary and sentence structure were simplified to make 

the items more understandable to adolescents. 

The rapist's beliefs about rape are similar to the 

rationalizations which delinquents in general use for their behavior 

(the victim wasn't really hu ... t th "t" 
., e Vl.C lm p,rovoked the crime, etc.) 

(Sykes and Matza, 1957). Therefore, some statements reflecting these 

points of view were included (for example, the idea that rape is not a 

very serious crime). 

16 The researchers are indebted to David W. Aronson for 
proYtiding unpublished data on these items. 

\ 
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Previous research (Zellman et al., 1981) indicates that many 

teenagers are not sure what rape is. Therefore, as much as Possible, 

the items referred to "using physical force to make a girl have sex 

whe~J she doesn't want to," or used a similar expression. 

Heterosexual Relationships Scale 

Since no eXisting scales measured the attitude towards male-f.emale 

relationships which we were concerned with, the items for the 

Heterosexual Relationships Scale were mainly developed by the 

researchers. 

Gross (1978) has described the typical male heterosexual role, as 

documented by resear·ch. He states that sex is more central to a 

relationship for males than for females. Males tend to isolate sex 

from other aspects of social life, separating it from love and 

friendship, more than females do. They have a success orientatio)rl 
" 

towards sex, thinking of it in terms of striving for and achieving some 

goal. Males tYPically feel that they should initiate male-female 

relationships and control them. 

A scale was developed to measure adherence to the male 

heterosexual role as described by Gross. Items were developed to 

indicate the various aspects of the male role; however, the items were 

worded so as to be appropriate to both sexes. 

In order to make the scale more meanine;ful for adolescents, ehere 

" were no items dealing with adult relationships (between hUSband and 

wife, for example), that might tend to be answered in stereotypic, 

conventional, or SOCially desirable ways. Rather, the items dealt with 

issues that are salient for adolescents, including,what is important in 

. , 
\\, 
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deciding who to date, who takes the initiative and is in control in a 

dating relationship, etc. 

The items were worded so as to be appropriate to both sexes. Both 

"Positive" items (items expressing a stereotYPically "male chauvinist" 

point of view) and "negative" items (items expressing the opposite 

point of view) were included. 

The rape attitudes and heterosexual relationship items were 

combined in one instrument, along with some filler items. 

Gough SOCialization Scale 

The Gough Socialization Scale measures anti-social or delinquent 

tendencies. It was modified to make it more contemporary, more 

appropriate to adolescents, and more acceptable to the groups who 

received it. Two items dealing with stealing (Item 74) and trouble 

with the law (Item 37) were omitted as possibly objectionable to 

parents and teenagers. Item 18, "I often feel that I made a wrong 

choice in my occupation," and item 65, "I would never play cards 

(poker) with a stranger," were omitted. In addition, some of the items 

were ~ltered to make them more appropriate to adolescents and more 

current in vocabulary. 

The modified version of the Gough SOCialization Scale was 

validated with the prison ruld community control samples. The version 

given to the adolescents in the main study involved only slight changes 

in wording from the version given to the prison and control samples. 
" 
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Samples 

University Sample 

The items related to rape attitudes and het€rosexual relationships 

were given to a sample of 173 female and 119 male students at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison. The item wording was sligntly 

different from that used with the adolescents, mainly in order to make 

the items appropriate to an older group (for example, "girl" was 

replaced by "woman" and "guy" with "man"). These items were part of a 

larger self-administered questionnaire which also contained other items 

on attitudes towards rape, the Spence and Helmreich (1972) Attitudes 

Towards Women Scale, and items related to personal;, experiences with 

crime. 

Prison Sample and Community Control Group 

From the men who were admitted to three prisons in the Wisconsin 

state system during the first half of 1979, the population included: 

1. All those convicted of rape (under the previous criminal 

code) and fir'st and second degree ~exual assault (equivalent to rape 

under the current criminal code). A random sample was drawn from 

this group, and 27 men were interviewed. 

2. Men convicted of Violence. 

a. Men convicted of assault. 

b. Men convicted of armed robbery. 

Men convicted of assaul t and armed robbery ~/ere chosen at random 

from the lists of men convicted of those crimes, so as to obtain 

equal numbers of each. These two crimes were ,ohoselh as examples of 

, ' 

,', 

I 
i I.~ 

i 
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rel~~,~ively serious nonsexual crimes involving violence. I, ' i 
".r· 

. t . d 17 from this group were ~n erv~ewe • 
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Nineteen men 

The sample was limited to men between the ages of 18 and 39. 
'j 

Men under 18 were not included in the sample because it would haw'! 

been necessary to obtain their parents' consent to interview them. 

Men aged 40 and older wer~ not included in the sample because there 

were very few of them, and they are probably atypical in a number of 

respects. 

A control group wa,s formed of thirty men between the ages OI~ 19 

, and 39 from the Milwaukee community. It included fourteen men from 

an Opportunities Industrialization Center job program, seven men 

recruited through the National Guard, and seven men recruited through 

the Lutheran Church.
18 

To the researchers' knowledge, it included 

no men who had been convicted of a crime. 

The men were interViewed in private. The interViewers w'ere two 

male graduate students in Social Welfare and Urban Social 

Institutions. Both had had experience in corrections. They did not 

know whether the men in prison had been convicted of sexual assault, 

assault, or armed robbery. 

. ""~~, . 
17 We ar~ indebted for the assistanc(>, of Perry Baker of the W~s-

consin DiVision of Corrections, Ronald Gi~nnoni of ~laupun Correctional 
Ins ti tu tion Harvey Wynans of Fox Lake Correctional Ins ti tu trion, and 
Donald POhl;vy of Green Bay Correctional Institution for providing 
lists and arranging these interViews. 

18 The researchers a.re indebted to Charlotte Hall of the 
Opportunities Industrialization Center, ~ajor Vince Pinterro of the 
Army National ~Jard, and Pastor Wilber Hagebusch and Alice Koepke of 
the Faith Luth/ran Church for help in obtaining these samples. 
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For some respondents, the interviewer read the item aloud, and 

the interviewee responded by circling a number on a five point 

agree-di~agree scale on an answer sheet. This procedure was adopted 

in order to give the respondent privacy and at the same time 

compensate for the poor reading ability of some respondents. 

However, if the respondent wanted to, he could read the items himself. 

The interview began with statements relating to attitudes 

towards crime in general, and opinions about what situations violence 

is appropriate in. These items were included for two reasons: 

firs t, so that the emphasi~' on sexual assault would not be too )/ 

tY 
pronounced, and secondly, to see if convicted ~apists were similar to 

men convicted of other violent crimes in their attitudes towards 

violence in general, as well as violence towards women. Next came 

the:; items on rape attitudes and attitudes towal'dsheterosexual 

relationships, combiqed in onein~trument with some filler items. 
\j ~::"o~,/Y 

Las tly, the men res pon ded to the modi fied version of the Gough 

Socialization Scale. 

Items for the). final scales were chosen by analysis of the item 

charac'teristics for the universt~y and prison and control samples, .,as 

well as the main adolescent sample. 

Rape Attitudes Scale o 

The scores of men convicted of sexual assault were compared with 

those in the control group, and some items l'lhich did not differen-

tia t.e the t~o groups 

-'.\ 'I 
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I) 

For the adolescent and university samples, the rape attitude 

items were analyzed with the LIKERT program. 19 This program 

computes the correlation of each item with the score on the total 

scale (correcting for the contribution of that item), and calculates 

Cronbach's alpha and an index of homogeneity. Some items with low 

item-total correlations were eliminated from the scale. Data on the 

final scale are shown in Table A-I. Cronbach's alpha for the final 

'scales was .66 for the adolescent sample and .78 for the university 

sample. The indices of homogeneity were .12 and .20 respectively. 

The statistics were similar for males and females. Tae'low index of 

homogeneity indicates that the scale was no~ very homogeneous, 
II 

perhaps because it contained items from different factors in Feild's 

study. 

'~_/ 

As a test of face validity, the rape attitudes and heterosexual 

relation~hips Lt~ms used in the final adolescent interview were given 

to 20 students in a UW-Milwaukee course in sex roles, in 

questionn~ire format.
18 

The students were asked to judge whether 

the item was relevant to attitudes towards rape, attitudes towards 

male -female rela ticnships, or neither. The ~,tuden ts had no 

difficulty making this.differentiationj most items were clearly in 

. ,J.9 This program was provided "oy Stephen E. Winckelman, Program 
L~brarian, Computation Center, The Pennsylvania State University. His 
assistance is gratefully aqknowledged. 1\ 

18 We are indebted to Jane Hood for making her class available. 
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Table A - 1 

Item - Total Correlations for the Rape Attitudes Scale 
(Adolescent and University Samples) 

Having sex forced on her 
against her will is extremely 
painful for a girl, even if 
the guy doesn't beat her up. 

No matter how a girl acts, she 
never deserves to have someone 
use force to make her have sex 
when she doesn't want to. 

Often, girls falsely report a 
rape in order to get attention. 

A girl who goes to a guy's 
house when no one else is there 
is letting the guy know that 
she is willing to have sex. 

Most girls who have sex physi
cally forced on them are easy 
and loose. 

When a guy is so turned on he 
can't stop, it is OK for him 
to force a girl to have sex 
even if she doesn't want to. 

Correlation of Item 
wi th Total SCOI1Sb~~,,\ 

Adolescents 
(N = 971) 

.23 

.20 

.33 

.49 

.46 

.44 

University 
Students' 
(N = 293) 

.28 

.45 

.49 

.47 

.54 

~. ~l -----------'-----"'--~--------------""""',,.....,."":",,----.;;;-

a Wording used for adolescents. For the university sample, the 
vocabulary was slightly modified to make it appropriate ,,'to an 
older group. D 

cb Corrected for the contribution of that item to the total score. 

n, 

, '''\'' 

o 

J 'j 

\~ 

" ' 

Table A-I (con'd.) 

Item 

Many girls make a guy think 
they want sex when they really 
don't because the girl doesn't 
know any better. 

Murder and kidnapping are much 
more ser(~ous cr imes than rap"e. 

~ Mos t gir 1'8" secretly wan t some 
guy to use v iolence to force 
them to have sex. 

,A girl has a rigp,t to say "no" 
to sex, even if the guy thought 
she wan ted it. 

c:...--, 

Any healthy girl can successfully 
resist a guy who's trying to 
force sex"on her, if she really 
wants to. s> 
When girls go around ~~aless or 
wearing short shorts and tight 

"tops, they are just asking for 
trOUble. 

If a girl is making out and she 
lets things get out of hand, 
it's her own fault if the guy 
forces sex on her. 

,;';-

If a guy has spent a lot of money 
on a date, he has a right to 
expect that the girl will have 

, sex with him. 

o 

!r.", I 

Adolescents 
(N = 971) 

.40 

.16 

.47 

.17 

i! 

.40 

.46 

.44 

() 
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University 
Students 
(N = 293) 

.50 

.51 

.62 

.21 

.38 

.57 

.64 
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20 

one category or the other. For almost all items, the items were 

included in the scale to which the majority of the students assigned 
21 them. 

There is evidence for the validity ~f the scale, as it 

significantly differentia ted between men \~po had been convicted of 

sexual assault and men in the control group (see Table A-2). 

Table A-2 

Means on Rapa Attitude, Heterosexual Relationships, 
and Gough Socialization Scales 

(Prison and Control Samples) 

(1) ( 2) ( 3) (l)vs. (2) (l)vs. (3) (2)vs. (3) Sexual 
Control Violent Assault Scale (N=30) (N=19) (N=27) 

Rape) 

-2.26* -3.14** -.94 
Attitudas 28.1 32.5 34.7 
Heterosexual 

-2.16* 
Rela tionsh ips 16.1 20.3 U3.7 -3.40** 1.17 
Socialization 47.0 41.1 43.1 4.81** 3.56** -1.59 
* p less than .05 " '.~-

** p less than .01 
'') 

20 Tw;-thirds or more of the students placed 12 items in the 
rape category, and 15 items" in the male-fjama,le relationships 
category. A majority, but less than tw~;lthirds, placed one item in 
the ra2

Pe ca tegory and three items in t~ male -female c~ tegor~ • 
.1 Two items were placed in the pape category, on the fl.nal 

sc~le, even though the judges Places1/them in the male-female " 
category. These items dealt wfth the girl's right to say no to sex 
and giving the impression that ~pe wanted sex when she didn't. These 
items were considered the opposite of items which were judged related 
to rape, items relating to girls leading guys on, etc. 

\1 
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Heterosexual Relationships Scale 
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Responses to the heterosexual r.elationships items from the 

university and adolescent samples were analyzed with the LIKRT 

program. Items with low item-total correlations were dropped from 

the scale. The final scale consisted of nine items for the 

university students and twelve items for the adolescents. (After the 

university data was collected, additional items were included for the 

adolescent sample.) Cronbach's alpha was .64 for both samples. The 

indices of homogeneity were .17 for the university students, .13 for 

the adolescents. Data on the final scale is shown in Table A-3. 

Gough Socialization Scale 

The Gough Socialization scale, for the male adolescents, yielded 

a Cronbach's alpha of .71 and a homogeneity in~~x of .08. (The scale 
r~1 

was not given to female adolescents'.) 

The prison sample provide"d evidence for the scale's validity. 
" 

Men convicted of violent crimes obtained significantly lower scores 

on the scale than the community group; i.e., they scored in the less. 

socialized direction (see Table A-2). 

o 
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Table A-3 

Item - Total Co~~elations fo~ the Hete~osexual Relationships Scale 
(Adolescent and Unive~sity Samples) 

It's OK for a guy to punch a 
stranger who makes a pass at 
his girlfriend. 

, 
It's more important for me La 

go out with someone I can 
really relate to than someone 
who has a good build. 

Most girls like kind, con
siderate guys better than 
tough ones. 

It is all right for a girl to 
ask a guy out, even if he has 
never asked her out. 

When a girl goes out with a 
guy, he should mainly decide"" 
where they will go and what 
they will do. >l 

In choosing who to go out 
with, looks are ~ore important 
than brains. 

A guy has got to show a girl 
who'S boss or she'll end up 
bossing him." 

,,' 

Co~relation of Item with 
Total Scoreb 

Adolescents 
(N = 971) 

.44 

.35 

.15 

.10 

.35 

.117 

.58 

University 
Students 
OJ = 293) 

.44 

.41 

.27 

.35 

.17 

.51 

.54 

aWording used for adolescents. For the u'niversity sample, the ,.vocab
ulary was slightly modified to make it appropriate to an older group. 

bCorrected for the contribution of that item to the total score. 

c 
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o 

Table A-3 (con 'd. ) 

When going out together, it's 
OK for a guy and a girl to each 
pay their own way. 

Most girls like to go out with 
a guy who is the boss. 

I like to get someone I'm going with 
to do what I want rather than what 
he or she wants. 

When I go out with someone, I usual,~y 
try to see how far I can get the 
other person to go sexually. 

I like going out with someone who 
others want to go out with but 
can't. 

o 

Adolescents 

.26 

.29 

.50 

.41 

III 

University 
Students 

.54 

.43 
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