
o 

1', 

National Criminal Justice Reference Service 
-----------~--~~------------------------------------------------------

nCJrs 
This microfiche was"'produced frO.!TI, documents received for 
inclusion in the NCJRS data base."Since NCJRS cannot exercise 
control over the physical condition of the documen~s submitted, 
the individual frame quality will vary. The resolution chart on 
fhis frame may be used to evaluate the document quality. 

1\\\\1.0 

IIIII~ 

1\\~2.5 " 
.2 

\\\\\~ \\\1\1.4 1\\\\ \.6' 

MICROCOPY RESOLUTION TEST CHART 
NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS-19.63-A 

Microfilming procedures used to create this fiche comply with 
the standards set forth in 41CFR 101-11.504. 

Points of view or opinions stated in this document are 
those of the author(s)a,nd do not represent the official 
p:fl~ition or policies of the U. S. D~partment of Justice. 

'0 ,... 

. National Institute of Justice 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20531 d 

FAMILY COURT DIVISION 

1/ 

1981 
REPORT 

Honorable Edward J. Bradley 
President Judge 

Honorable Nicholas A. Cipriani 
Admillistrative Judge 

HonOiable David N. Savitt 
Judge 

Court Administrator 

, OJ 

. i 

f' 
if 

.,,~ 

Ii 

i 
," :" 

{J 

l' 

'f 

o 

If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.



,. 
)) 

Q~ . 

i ... 1 

U.S., Department of Justice 
Natilbnallnstitute of Justice 

88816 

. d ed exactly as received from the 
This document has bee~ ~epr? u,c oints of view or opinions stated 
person ororganizati(m ongmatm~ It. ,Puthors and do not necessarily 
in this document ~re tho,s,e of t e ties of the National Institute of 
represent the official posItion or po IC . .' .. 
Justice, , 

I 
I 
i 
I 

1 ' 

Permission to ;eprqduce this copyrighted material has been 

.9r.antedbY • l' c.ourt Division/court, of f' ., " Fam~ y. . 1 h' (; 
Common Pleas of Ph11ade p 1a 

"to the National Crimina~~ustice Reference,Service (NCJRS), 

, . CJRS' terri requires perm is-Further reproduction outside or the N .I sys . 
sion of the copyright owner; , 

.. ri .•.. · 

" 
" 

Ci 

.\ .... '. 

I 
~ 

'- ".'~ (;', 

/. 

" . 

SIXTy.,SIXTH ANNUAL REPOR,T 

·ot the 

FAMILY CO£.3T DIVISION 

'of the 

COURT OF COMM:ON PLEAS" 
o 

of Philadelphia 
,. 

\\. . . .' 

. J!~r tfe year 1981 

,'.-, 

Honorable Edw4rdj. Bradley 
President judge Honorahle Nicltolas A.cCiprz~ni 

' AdminzstrativeJudge 

Ii· 

<.~ . 
A' . ~ 

Honorable Dqpid N. Savz'ti 
Judge' 

(}ourt Admint$trator 

,'; 

'I~ ~r 



CONTENTS 

DIRECTORY ................................ . 

JUVENILE BRANCH ................ '~ ........ . 

Delinquency ............................... . 

Non-delinquency ........................... . 

Adults corrupting or endangering the welfare of 
children ................................ . 

Enforcement ......... _ ............................... .. 
Counselmg and Referral Services ............... . 

Special Services Office ................. ',' .... . 

Statistical tables ............................ . 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH .............. . 

DIVORCE AND ANNULMENTS ................. . 

ADOPTION BRANCH ................. .- ....... . 

MEDICAL BRANCH .......................... . 

STATISTICAL SUMMARY ..................... . 

lr 
F NCJElS f I""l. , .. 

: 

ACQUlSITIONS 

1 ' ' .. " kl 
Preceding pageb\a~,. \ 

III 

... ~- ~~.-"-

" 

\" 

f ~ 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF 
PHILADELPHIA 

FAMILY COUR'T DIVISION 

THE JUDICIAR,¥ 

President Judge - HONORABLE EDWARD J. BRADLEY 
city Hall, Room 386 

Administrative Judge - HONORABLE NICHOLAS A. CIPRIANI 
City Hall, Room 517 

Court Administrator - HONORABLE DAVID N. SAVITT, Judge 
City H,aIl,Room 370 

HONORABLE ALEX BONAVIT ACOLA ..... , " ............ City Hl~ll, Room ~84 ' 
HONORABLE H~RBERT R. CAIN, JR ............. : ........ City Hall, Room 504 
HONORABLE VITO F. CANUSO <::;; ••••••••••••••••••••••• City Hall, Room 519 ' 

- HONORABLE JOHN 1,. e UOVERO ............•.... One East Penn Square Bldg. 
( ) ", Room 105 '.' 

HONORABLE NICHOLAS M. D' ALESSANDRO ... ,". '. One East Penn Square Bldg. 
Room 2006 

HONORABLE PAUL A. DANDRIDGE .: ................... City Hall",Room 229 
HON9RABLE WILLIAM A. DWYER, JR. " ' ........ 'F ..... City Hall, Room 244 
HONORABLE DORIS M. HARRIS ...... " ........ :,;/: ....... City Hall, Room258 
HONORABLE LEONARD A. IVANOS~I .................•. City Hall, Ro()m591 
HONORABLE GREGORY G. LAGAKOS ................ '; .. City Hall, Room 508 
HONORABLE WILLIAM J. LEDERER ............... One East Penn Square Bldg. 

ROQm 110 
HONORABLE EDWARD B. ROSENBERG .................. City Hall, Room 516 
HONORABLE HARVEY N. SCHMIDT, ...... " ........ : .... City Hall, Room 692 
HONORABLE PAULA. TRANCHITELLA ...... ~' .......... City Hall, Room 642 
HONORABLE :EVEL YNM. TROMMER ................. FiVe PelmCenter Plaza, 

,Room 10-C 
HONORABLE JEROME A. ZALESKI ... ~ ....•.. ; ....•..... City Hall, Room 530 

SENIOR JUDGES 

HONORABLE JOHN R. MEADE ... ~ ................ One East Penn Square Bldg. 
. , Room 1514 ' 

HONORABL~ JEROMEA. O'NEILL .. :. ..... " .... " .. One East Penn:Square Bldg. 
' . Room 1000 

, HONORABLE SAMUEL H.'ROSENBERG .........•.. One East Penn Square Bldg. 
" , , Room 1015 

"HONORABLE JAMES L.STERN ... , ..•.. ' ................. City,Hall, Room510 

V 

.. . .~ I Pr~ceding page bl~~~< 
,·ti 

t~,. ~~~_;"_:Iil~~~.!~1 _:It:d::~_I1. ______ ~_. __ .. _.~ 

. , 

! '~'.,: 

I 
" 1\ 



at: 

(I' 

• 

FAMILY COURT DNISION 
DIRECTORY 

Administrative Judge . 
Honotable Nicholas A. Cipriani, Room 517, City Hall. 

Chief Deputy Court Administrator - . 
Dr. Leonard Rosengarten, Room 159, 1801 Vine Street. 

STAFF SERVICES. 

DEPUTY COURT ADMINISTRATO~-MANAGEMENT AND 
STAFF 

Ervin L. Davis, Room 346, 1801 Vine Street. 
DIRECTOR OF TRAINING AND STAFF EVALUATION 

William Joyner, Room 146, 1801 Vine Street. 
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH, PLANNING AND STATISTICS 

Arno Cassel, Room 352, 1801 Vine Street. 

JUVENILE BRANCH 

DEPUTY COURT ADMINISTRATOR, CHIEF, JUVENILE 
BRANCH, Rocco J. Donatelli, Room 214, 1801 Vine Street. 

ASSISTANT CHIEF, JUVENILE BRANCH, Clarence L. 
Watts, Room 213, 1801·Vine Street. 

Has jurisdiction over delinquent and dependent children, and 
adults corr~ipting or endangering the welfare of children. I~
vestigates informal complaints made by any person or organI
zation. 

Petitions. Petitions for delinquent children received at Y out4 
Study Center; ,'. petitions for dependent "children received at 
1801 Vine Street. 

Probation and Investigation. Makes social investigations and. 
arranges for physical and mental examinatiqns of children. 
Supervises children on probation or under protective super
vision, and gives aftercare supervision to children released 
from institutions. 

VI 
" 

COURT DIRECTORY VII 

Youth Study Center, 2020 Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Kenneth E. Hale, Supervisor of Intake. 
Provides detention care for juveniles pending court hearif1g. 
Intake control and case study are the responsibility of the 
Juvenile Branch of the court. 

Counseling and Referral Semces. 2133 Arch Street. 
. AnoIa Vance, Director. 

Diverts cases from formal court hearing by providing counsel
ing and referral services to minor offenders and mediates 
cases involving complaints about children from parents and 
neighbors. 

DOlv.lESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH 

DEPUTY COURT ADMINISTRATOR, CIDEF, DOMESTIC 
RELArIONS BRANCH, Gloria P. Thomas, Room 231A, 1801 
Vine Street. 

PROJECT DIRECTOR, CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM, 
Joseph J. DiPrimio, Room 1010, 1600 Walnut Street. 

Has jurisdiction in cases involving paternity, non-support of 
spouses or children, and the custody of children. Makes and en
forces orders~for support. Receives payments on support orders 
made by Family Court and disburses same to beneficiaries. 

DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS 

SUPERVISOR, APPOINTMENT UNIT, BenjamIn Coco, 
Room 287, City Hall. 

The Family Court has jqrisdiction in divorce and annulment 
proceedings. Hearings relating to motions and rules in divorce 
and annulment matters are held every Friday in Court Room J, 
1801 Vine Street. 

ADOPTION BRANCH 

CHIEF, ADOPTION BRANCH, Dolores Reiff, Room, 343A, 
1801 Vine Street. 

ASSISTANT CHIEF, Andrea Rasner, Room 343A, 1801 
Vine Street. 
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"bbuRT DIRECTORY 

Has jurisdiction in all matters involving adoption, induding 
vOhl'ntary relinquishment and involuntary termination. Petitions 
for adoption are filed in the Prothonotary's office, Room 264, 
City Hall. 

~ MEDICAL BRANCH 

CHIEF, MEDICAL BRANCH, John J. Fitzgerald, Jr., Room 
315, 1801 Vine Street ... 

Dr. Carlton W. Orchiflik, Ph.D., Chief Psychologist, Room 
327, 1801 Vine Street. 

Physical and mental. d.iagnoses of adults and children referred 
by all branches of the court. Studies and evaluations are per
formed -and become part of the records of the court. 

-BUILDING AND GROUNDS 

SUPERINTENDENT, Paul Verdi, Room BI5-A, 1801 Vine 
Street. 

Building' and grounds maintenance; watchman, engineers, 
mechanics,janitors, cleaners, messengers, etc. 

COURTROOM PERSONNEL 

ASSISTANT CHIEF COURT CRIER, Hubert F. Pressly, 
Room B20, 1801 Vine Street. 

Supervises activities of all cQurt officers, ~d court criers. 
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PREVIOUS PROJECTS 

PROGRAMS AND PROJECfS DESCRIBED IN 
PREVIOUS ANNUAL REPORTS 

1968 - 1970 
Overall Projections 

1971 
Counseling and Referral Services 
Teen-Aid Incorporated 
CORA (Counseling Referral Assistance) 

1972 
Correctional Group Counseling 
Juvenile Drug Identification and Referral Service 
Community Related Institutional Probation 

1973 
Research and Planning Unit 
Automation 

1974 
The Special Services Office 
Office of the Trainf'1g Director 
Youth Assistance Fund 
Detention Area Improvement 
Group Residences 

1975 
Remedial Reading Progra .s 
Wednesday's Women 
Cultural Counseling 
Parental Visitation 
Basic Education Project 

1976 
Child Advocacy Unit 
Detention Alternative Network 
Family Counseling 
Child Support Program - Public Law 93-647 
Office of Management and Staff 

1977 
Intensive Probation Unit 
Pre-Rearing Intensive Supervision Unit 
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'rHEJ.UVENILE BRANCH 

INTRODUCTORY 

The welfare ,of the child is the, guiding principle of the Juve-
nile Branch. oftheF amily Court. .. " 

The Juvenile Branch'qas jurisdiction in all proceedings con-
'cerni,ng allegations of dependency ;~and delinquency, as well as 
.overalL dependent'and, delinquentz 'children3 • Within this 
jurisdictionare'alladUlts charged with any, act whichcOIl1lpts 
or tends to corrupt ,children: or endangers their welfare,or 
charged with any act of omission or commission, with respect 
to children, in violation of any'state'law or local ordinance. 

. The purpose of juvenile' law has been defmed by the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania as the "salvation of children" rather than 
the punishment of offenders. (CQmmonwealth v. Fisher, 213 
Pa. 48). 'A'ccotdiligly; the chUd's total'sittiation, rather than the 
specific delinquent conduct, is given' primary consideration in 
dete;rmining dispositions. The GatiltDecision of the United 
States 'Supreme Court, 'which states>that most constitutional 
safegU;ards of the Fourteenth Amendment must be accorded to 
children as well as to adUlts, has not undennined, the basic child':: 
centered PlP1Qsophy of the juvenile court .. 

I A "dependent childU is a child wh(,l is witboutproper parental care or control," 
subSistence, educa.tion ~,re-q~iredby law, or other c~eor contr91 necessary forphy
sical, mental or emotional health ,or morals; has been placed for care or' adoption in 
violation: ,of law;haS"beenabandoned by parent(s);guardiait, orotirer~cuStodian;' is 
with()ut a parent,gUardian; orlegl)1. cusf()dian; 'While~ubject to compulsory school 

.atteIJdanqe, is habitually and, ~tltout'justification truant from sch()ol;has c9mniitt~4 

. ,a s,pecific act or acts of habitual disobedienCe of thereasonable~.and lawful commands 
. ()fhi~ 'parent, . ~8t~,. or 'other custQdiatl and is ungov~~nableand 'found to be in ' 
need,ofcare,treatmentorsuperVision; ori~ under t.he age ()ften years and has c()m- . 
,mi~ted a. delii1quent~ct~ ,,::, ,;' " " . ;' ',.' ' " 
,ZA"~d~linquentchiId" is a child teIj years of age or ,older whomthe;courth!4s fOl1nd' " 

-to have commUted a'delinquent acfand is in need of treatment, 'Supervision' oi~eha- , 
.bilitation; A "delinquent,act'~ is. an act,designated;a ,crime unde.t the law of this State.' 
orof,aQ.otherState ,ifthea.ct ,ocCUIJ;ed' in that State, or tinder FederaHaw, or under 

" 10c81ordiruu1ciJs; "delinquentact" shall not include 'the crlnle of murder nor shallit 
inClude summary, ()ft,~nses u~ess the child fails to pay 'a Ime leVjed thereunder." " 

:3~'Childnis an indi~du81wbojs undel' the age of18yeilis,c)rundeith~ageof'21~ 
years wltocommitted aniact of,d~linquency before tellcb.ingtbe~ge of 18~ear~. 
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8 FAMILY COURT DIVISION 

Neglect of a child's essential needs - physical, emotional, and 
social - may cause irreparable harm. The essential aims of the 
juvenile court are: to prevent such harm; to discourage the 
establishment of anti-social tendencies; and to help the child 
develop acceptable behavior. Since the court perceives its role 
as that of promoting the child's welfare, the attitude and proce
dure of the court are relatively informal. The needs of the child, 
and the determination of a plan to help him, take precedence 
over other considerations. Therefore, juveniles involved with the 
court: 

(I) are treated in an informal, non-criminal proceeding; 

(2) are segregated from adult cases during detention, court 
hearings, and commitment or treatment; 

(3) are given a thorough social investigation, physical exami-
nation, and mental study; -

(4) receive special probation service, treatment, and Gommit
ment; 

. ' 

(5) are protected from embarassment in later years by keep-
ing their records in strict confidence. 

JUVENILE COURT PROCEDURE 

Juvelille cases are brought to the attention of the court in 
'one of three ways; informal complaints, petltions;,by individuals 
or agencies, and arrests. Previously closed cases may be reopen
ed by petitions or motions for amendment of th~ court decree. 

Informal Complaints. - By stating Jhe circumstances in an 
infonnaI complaint, any person may report a condition of 
alleg~d delinquency or dependency which,in his opinion, needs 
,inve,stigation. If the complaint is not within the jurisdiction of 
the court, it is directed to the proper agency. Many, of these 
complaints~e presently handled by Counseling and Referral 
SeIVices, an auxiliarY unit of the juvenile court. 

Petitions by Individuals or Agencies. - A complainant may 
cause a petition to be fIled, directly invoking the formal disposi
tion of the court, by sub~itting an affidavit or fOlma! com-

JUVENILE BRANCH 

plaint. For example, each year a number of petitions alleging 
truancy are initiated by the Board of Education. 

.A"e.s~s .. - ~ special division of the'police force, the Juvenile 
A~d .DIvisIOn, 18 charged with the responsibility of enforcing 
cnmm~ laws against. jlJ.veniles. Although any regular police 
office! m~ya~pre~e!l~ and hold a juvenile, o~ly a'member of 
the Juvenile AId DIvIsIon can make an arrest. A juvenile who is 
appre~end~d b~ .a. regular police officer is turned, over to it 
Juve~e ,Aid DIV1SI?n officer who detennines whether or not 
!~e child s~?~ld be' 'arrested." If not, the child is released and a 

non-arrest' IS recorded. If the youth is arrested he "is brought 
t? _the~~u~'s ~ta~e unit in the Youth Study C~nter, a deten
tion facilIty mamtamed by the county for juvenile offenders. 

PRE-HEARING PROCESSING OF JUVENILE 
, DELINQUENCY CASES 

The I?take Unit at the Youth Study Center is authorized by 
th~ PreSIdent Judge to screen all delinquency cases and deter
mme. w~e~~r or not the CQurt has jurisdiction and, if so, how 
that JunsdictIOn should be exercised. 

O~ the. basis Of. an arrest or an affidavit, and the presence of 
the Juvenile and his parents, the intake interviewer presides at a 
~on~erence .to hear the facts of the case. At' this time, the case 
IS el~her dlspo.se~ o~. or referred to court. Pending the court 
hearmg, the child IS eIther released "to his parents or detained. 

. Sinc~ t~e law requires that detenti()n h,ave judicial authoriza
tIon withm seventy-two hours, hearings are held in the juvenile 
court five days a week, at whicp. time a judge detennines 
~hether.or not the juvenile shall -'~emain in detention. Addi
tIonally, Judges are reg~arly assiWled to preside at such hearings 
on all Mondays and' Fndays which are legal holid'ays. 

. 'Several other safeguar~s are provided. Eachday several court 
lists are devoted to heanng the cases of juveniles who are in 
~ustO?Y." An automatic detentio'n review hearing IS held for all 
J~velliles who have, ~een, in detention for thirty days. Addi
~Ion~y, a' Pre:~eam,tg '. I~te.1!sive . Sypervision,. Unit provides 
mtenSlve supemslon to a lImited ,number of youthful offenders 
who would. })th~rwi~e ~be held in cust9dy, further reducing the 
number of Juveniles m detention. ' ~ , . 
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PRE/tRIAL'HEARi~GS : 
~ .'f • ~ ," 

The pre-trial hearing is in essency a judicial "clearing house" 
for delinq4ency' cases, .. which .follows the Youth St:udy Center 
intake "interview" or conference. This hearing is conducted by 
a judge, and consists of a relatively, inform~,presentatioJ;land 
evaluation of all available information, to :determine whether 
the juvenile should be di~charged, . O1~'co~t1}1ued for at?- ,adjudIca
torY hearing. Prese.nt at the pre-trial. hearing are the child and 
his parents or g~ardian"co~nsel for the juvenile,. and the District 
Attorney or,his."assistant. " " . ..., 

• I· .', 

At the ,conclu,sion o;f ,th~ pre-trialhe~ringthe courtmay: 

(1) Order that the juvenile be discharged as to the offense; 

(2) Grant a motion, made "by 'the District Attorney or by the 
complainant, to withdraw the petition; 

(3) Otde~ 'it Con~erifDecie~;" . 
. ' ~.;. .: . ...~ 

(4) Make an adjudication' of delinquency on the basis of the 
juvenile's admissiollpf the facts recited in the petition; or 

~ '. .~ ~ • ~:; • • ' .: • • "r • 

(5) Schedule 'nie di~e fot'an,adjudicatory hearing. 
. ... j .... ~ .,,' ~ ~ : . 

, Consent Decree. ~'The l'uvbiife Act ( f 1972 provides that, at 
any time after ';the'rllirfg' of' a"petition, and before entry of an 
adjudication order, the court may suspend the proceedings and 
place the' child' ,under'sllpe'tVision; under terms and conditions 
negotiated wlth'iHepr61Jation department and agreed to by the 
affected parties; ·ThiS'.or~er,·placing the 'child.under supervision, 
with niither ali adjudicafion" of deliIiquency nor an admission 
of guilt', is known "as )~'Con~e~t Decree. . " ' 

• '. • • ," 'f 
J' ,,' ~ z ... :.,. 

A Consent Decrey autQm~ticallyremains in force, for six. 
months. However~ '4~d'~r: :c~rtain specified conditions, the 
following alteinativesare

j pr9visIed bX law., ' 
.. ~ • • ... .. .. ~:. ... " 'Ii: 

(1) the' decree'.~~y; b~J:t~·r;u.m~~~~ ~~d, the ~hi1d disph~ge~ 
from slJpe:r;visipp sQQn~r,: tJ.1~ ~}~, f!1on,ths; , , i... ..'. ,. t 

(2) Prior to tlie d'ate ;of expi~~tiqn,}he d~cr~~.~;;iY 'be el(tend
ed for an additional six months; or 
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JUyENILE BRANCH 

(3) Prior to expiration or termination of the decree the . . . , 
petItIon may be reinstated as.if the Consent Decree had 
never been entered. 

,;1 . 

Although there is no adjudication of delinquency when a 
Consent Decree is entered, a court record is created nevertheless. . . . . 

ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS 

Delinquency cases which are not disposed ·of at· the pre-trial 
are scheduled for an adjudicatory hearing. Present at the adjudi
catory hearing are all the individuals present at the pre-trial as 
well as the arresting officer or complainant and any witnes~es. 
At the adjudicatory hearing evidence is presented; and witnesses 
and complainants are cross-examined.' ' , ' 

Dep~mdent petitions are heard only at adjudicatory hearings. 
There IS no complement to the pre-trial hearing for allegations 
of dependency. 

After hearing the evidence on the petition the court deter-. , 
mmes whether the child is a dependent child, or, if the petition 
alleges that the child is delinquent, whether the acts ascribed to 
the child were committed by him. If the,. court finds that the 
child is not a dependent .child, or that the allegations of delin
quency have not been established, 11 dismisses the petition. If 
the. court finds that a child is,. in fact, either 'dependent or 
deli~quent, the court proceeds immediately, or at a postponed 
hearmg, to make a proper disposition of the case. 

ORDERS OF THE COURT 

F~llowing adj~dication, ~d after m1 inquii-y into the facts, 
the Judge determmes whether the best interests and welfare of 
the child, and the community , require the court to j~tei~'ene in 
the care, guidance, and control of the child and makes" an order 
accordingly. ' 

If the child is found to ~e a dependent child, the court may 
make any of the following orders of disposition.' .' 

~ ~. 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION 

.' '.. 0 remain with his parents or guardian, 
(1) Peront the child t d T and limitations as the court 

subject to ~buchm. c~i~;~ogn:upervision as directed by the may prescn e, " . 
court for the protection of the child. . 

. . d limitations as the court pre-(2) Subject to conditIons an f the collowing. 
f, l' al ustody to any 0 I' , 

scribes, ~ra.;s.e; ;g in ~ennSYlvania or elsewhere who is 
(a) ~~n~ b~~:e court to be qualified to receive and care 

for the child; 

or other private organization whic~ is 
(b) :rh~t~~y by law to receive the child and provIde 

for his care; 

(c) a public agency authorized by law to receive and pro- , 
vide for the child. 

t d of the child to the juvenile court of (3) Transfercus 0 Y 
another state. 

. d not be committed or confmed in any 
A depen?ent chil ma~ d for delinquent children, unless the 

facility deSIgned or opera e . ' .' . 
child is also found to be a delmquent child. 

If the chlld is found to be a delin~uent. ~hild, the court may 
make any of the following orders of dIspOSItIon. . . 

(1) Any order authorized for the disposition of ,a dependent 
child . 

. . . f the 
(2) Place ~he child on pro~;t:~: ::u~~~ ~;~e~~~o~o~rt of 

:~'::;~t!:~:~:~~nditiOnS and limitations the court 
prescribes. 

. ft f n youth development 
(3) Commit the child tt~e~n f~ill~; f~r 'delinquent children, 

center camp, or 0 , .. f public 
. t' d der the direction or supervIsIon 0 any, . . . 

opera e un b' th D rtment of Pubhc authority which is approved y e ep~ 
Welfare.' 

, ·t the 
(4) If the child ~s t~elv.e years 0: ~g~yort~;d~~:~::e~tOf 

child to an mstItutIon op~ra e 
Public Welfare. " 

I 
I· ; 

~ 

JUVENILE BRANCH 

(5) Order payment of fines, costs, or restitution. 

There are certain additional provisions of law which affect 
the disposition of delinquent children. 

(1) No child shall initially be committed to an institution for 
a period IO( longer than three years, or a period longer 
than he 'could have been sentenced by the court had he 
been cOlwicted of the same offense as ~m adult, whichever 
is leSS. 

(2) No child shall be committed or transferred to a penal 
institution or other facility, used primarily for the execu
tion of sentences of adults convicted of a crime. 

(3) Since a rmding of delinquency is not a conviction of a 
crime, it does not impose any civil disability ordinarily 
resulting from a conviction. The disposition of a child, or 
any evidence given in the juvenile court may only be used 
at subsequent juvenile" hearings' for preparation of pre
sentence investigations and reports in adult court, or in a 
civil hearing where the child's reputation or character is 
an Issue . 

Disposition of Mentally III or Mentally Retarded Child. - If 
at any hearing involving an allegedly dependent or delinquent 
child, the evidence indicates that the child may be subject to 
commitment or detention under the provisions of the Mental 
Health and Mental Retardation Act of 1966 or Mental Health 
Procedures Act of 1976, the court shall proceed under the pro .. 
visions of these acts. 

Amendment, Change, or Extension of Court Orders. ~ All 
orders with respect to delinquent or dependent children, until 
they attain the age of 21 years, are subject to amendment, 
change, or extension by the court, upon motion by the district 
attorney, probation officer, defense counsel, or any other 
interested person. 0 

Cases are reopened for the following reasons: 

(1) For commitments, the Jaw provides that the committing 
court shall review each commitment every six months" 
and hold a disposition review hearing at least every nine 
months. 

13 
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(2) Rehearings or appeals where errors of law or of fact are 
alleged. 

(3) Rehearings to amend or revoke orders when circum
stances have changed. 

SUPERVISION OF CHILDREN 
I 

Children placed on probation, or under protective supervision 
as in the case of dependent children, are pennitted to remain at 
home but under the supervision of a probation officer 

This supervision entails periodic visits to the child's home and 
school. The probation officer interviews the child and the 
parents in an attempt to discover the cause of the child's 
difficulties. Additional insight is gained through visits to the 
child's teachers, school counselor or principal. The probation 
officer seeks remedies for the child's difficulties while offering 
support and encouragement to the child, so that a healthy 
adjustment to the community is achieved. 

f) • 

In addition to pre-hearing investigations and the supervision 
of delinquent and dependent children, the·probation depart
ment of the Juvenile Branch is responsible for carrying out all 
medical recommendations except those which are placed under 
the direct supervision of the medical department. Additionally, 
when any child is committed to an institution, or child-placing 
agency, a summary of the court's fmdings is proyjded by the 
probation officer. 

In the more serious cases for which the court does not con
sider probation an adequate remedy, or for whit;h it has been 
tried and proven unsatisfactory, commitment to an institution 
is indicated. The institutions to which children are committed 
are founded on the principle that the training and education 
provided to children should enable the child to find a place in 
the community,. In order to increase the probability of institu
tional rehabilitation and effective return, to the community, the 
court e,stablished the Community Related Institutional Proba
tion Unit. Children who .. arecommitted to institutions are 
assigned" a probation officer' from this unit who maintains a 
continuous relationship with the child and his parents during 
commitment, and after his discharge' from the institution. 

\ 

i 
I 
1 
! 
I 

I 
I 
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SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN 
IN PLACEMENT 

. The juvenile cou~ has the power to order the parent to con
tnbut~ such sum as It may detennine for the support of a child 
~o~I?Itted to a child-placing agency an institution 
mdIvIdual. '. ' , or an 

. In cases where· children are placed in private homes or institu
tIons, the court may place a support order on the parent or it 
m.ay place. an. order on the City Department of Public W ~lfare 
WIth the prOVISO that the parent or parents reimburse the City 
all or part ,of the amount. 

~heD: an orde~ is made by the 'bourt, a certificate of this 
actIon 18 transmItte~ to the Bureau of Accounts, the City' 
Department of Public Welfare, the child-care accounts of the 
De~artment ?f ~ollecti~ns, and the agency or institution to 
whic~ the child IS commItted. The agencies and institutions bill 
the C~ty Department of Public Welfare for the amounts du~ and 
the bills and accounts are checked by the agents of the child
care accounts of the City Department of Collections. 

The accounting of these orders is the responsibility of the 
Bureau ?f Accounts. Payments received from persons ordered 
t~ contnbute support are disbursed to the beneficiaries, and the 
C~ty Treasurer receives payment on orders to reimburse th 
City. e 

A!though the Bureau of Accounts is responsible for the 
receIpt of money from, ?rdersmade by the court, it does not 
follow up on o~ders WhICh fall into arrears. The City Depart
m~nt o~ CollectIons is responsible for orders in arrears that deal 
with relffi~ursement to the City. They may tequest the Enforce
ment Unit to ftIe '. affidavits on non-payment orders. Cases 
referred t~ the court on attachments are disposed of through a 
court heanng. 

In.9ase~ where parents have become delinquent in payments. 
for. Juvenile support orders, the Enforcement Unit initiates" 
actwn to have payments made. 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION -1981 

SUMMARY 

The statistics presented are not an exact measure of the 
nature and extent of juvenile delinquency or dependency in 
this city but rather a statement of the types of cases dealt 
with and disposed of by the Juvenile Branch of this court. 

TOTAL CASES DISPOSED OF - JUVENILE BRANCH 

1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 

Total cases disposed of ................... 31,373 27,127 24,346 23,497 21,580 

Through court hearing .................. 26,529 21,668 18,272 16,909 14,904 

l' 

New charges .......................... "'.!' .. 15,771 13,949 13,519 13,096 11,796 

Delinquency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,856 10,372 10,966 10,337 9,548 
Adults corrupting .or 
endangering the welfare 
of children ................................ 1,198 1,281 934 1,176 1,033 
Non-delinquency cases .................. 2,717 2,296 1,619 1,583 1,215 

Rehearing cases ," . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
( i 

10,758 7,719 4,753 3,813 3,108 

Delinquency .............................. 2,318 2,420 2,163 2,287 J~895 
Non-delinquency. . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,440 5,299 2,590 1,526 1,213 

Without court hearing " 

(Rehearings) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,517 4,066 4,516 4,357 3,909 

Delinquency ................................ 3,435 3,983 4,345 4,196 3,763 
Non-delinquency . . . . . . ,'. . . . . . . 82 83 171 161 146 

Youth Study Center .......•.... 1,327 1,393 1,558 2,231 2,767 

\ 

'" " 

I 
I 

JUVENILE BRANCH 

During 1981, 31,373 cases consisting of 17,098 hew charges 
and 14,275 rehearings were disposed of by the court. A total of 
16,717 new cases were received by the Juvenile Branch in 1981 
for disposition. 'A "new charge" is a specific charge for which 
no previous disposition has been made. "Rehearing cases" are 
those already tinder court supelVlsion which are returned to 
court for review ot amendment of the original disposition. 

Juvenile delinquency cases comprise the major portion oftbe 
,Juvenile Branch workload (60 percent)as compared with non
delinquent cases (40 ,percent). 

C~es and Children. - Iltl counting "cases;' each child is counted 
separately and as many times as he was dealt with by the court 
on,. a new charge disposed of during the year. In counting 
c(,children ", each child is counted only once - the first time he 
was dealt with by the court on a new charge disposed of during 
the year. The case "disposed of' rather than the case "receivetP' 
is used as the statistical unit in this report because it is at the 
fmal stage of procedure that we" have the nearest app~9ach to 
complete information about the caSe. Froman adminIstrative 
standpoint, statistics·' of dispositions or cases disposed of are 
sigruficant because each casle represents a certain amount of 
administrative lllachiner}l set in motion each time the child is. 
referred to the court. Statistics of individual children dealt with 
by the court are useful: (1) in showing facts which can be 
compared with the total juvenile population of this City; (2) in ' 
relating the reports of the court to those of other agencies 
selVing children; and (3) in indicating from year"to year whether 
the juvenile court is called upon. to handle more children. 
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18, FAMILY COURT DIVISION- 1981 

" DELINQUENCY CASES 

, Juvenile-court statIstics alone cannot be used' as an ind~x of 
the gravity of juvenile delinql:len~y ~ a c<?mmu~ty, but.oI?l,y ~s 
an indicatiorI of ,the, manner an~ extent to WhICh ~he court ,1$ 

called upon to deal 'with ~hildre~ in the community. ',fhey show 
the number of alleg~dly delinquent chj1.drep whose cases wer~ 
referred to the juveru.le· court and were disposed of during the 
calendar year and, should not be conJused w~th statistics of 
arrests by the police. 'Cases disposed ,of by the~q,ur.t i~c1ud,e 
tb:ose arrested by' city police officers" cases referred by priv'!-t~ 
police (railroad police and store detectives), and cases referred 
to court by agencies or individuals. After arrest or referral, 
delinquency cases are either disposed of at the Y o"'.lth Study 
Center by intake interviewers or are referred,. to court.l~e 
children are"n1vestigated hy pr:obationoffi~ers"ex~in~id ,physi
cally' and me:ntany ,by .~ou~ phxs~cians, p~ycp.ologists . and 
psychiatt?-sts, given a ll,earing, an,d. theu. cas~s, dlspqsed '~f hy the 
judge. These investigations and exammatlons tak~ .tlI~e, aI\4 
Inany days may elapse between the date.of arrest, or:. referral t9 
court, and the date ,Of fmal disposition by. ~he judg~. C~mse
quently, arrests during a spe~ifiedp~riod of tim.e ~e not com
parable with court dispositions duri.J::tgJhe s~e, peno.d I • '. . . _ 

Obviously,' it is impo~sible, to es.~~ate how many d~lj,nquel1-t 
children ~scaped the attentiOi'l 9f the lB.:W~ A. lars.e num~er of. .' _ . 
complaints to police con~~ming. childryh-(un~er 18 years pf age·, 
are handled as non"arrests or remedial cases because~he offenses 
are trivial. :in 1981', there' were 1 i ,348 remedial cases r~co~ded 
by the poli9~, 7,133 boys' and 4,215. girls. Conduct w:~ich.may. 
cause one, parent or neighborhood trouble eno~gh.to JustIfy a 
complaillt to the authorities_ may cause. :q.q, trQuble,at, all to, 
another parent or neighborhood. 

However, the more serious forms of youthful misconduct 
cannot be tolerated or dealt with informally to any great ex
tent. The police and the court are both most likelX to intercede 
formally in the public's behalf in such cases. The ~iourt is also a 
place of last resort to which children are referred after other 
agencies have failed to effect a proper adjustment. Court cases, 
therefore· serve as an index of the amount of misbehavior 
currently' defmed as-~)serious by the community through its 

'.' 

I See statistl~s of arrests and court dispositions - Table 9 
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY -

schools, law erlfo!cerrient agencies, ". an~ parents. Detailed 
statistics showing the nature of offenses, . types of dispositions, _, 

.. , .. and.,.the .. like, can shed important light on the .changing severity - . 
; of the problems . 

\". ,. 

;., 

During .1981, 12,591 new delinquent cases were receiveg by 
the J uvenUe Branch, A total of 13,183 new cases involving 
8,847 individual' children, were disposed of by the court. In
clud.e~ are children who had on~ ?~ 1l].qre ,ne,!. offense disposed 
of. In essence, the num.berof cases was 49 percent higher than 
the number of ch:ildren involved as compared to' 46 ,percent in 
1980. Ne.w cases of delinquency increased by 12 percent in 
1981, while the number of separate children involved increased 
by 10 percent. 

The nU'mber of new cases of delinquency disposed of by the 
court has remained fairly steady for the last five years. How
ever, it should be noted, since the summer of 1976, juveniles 
arrested for summary offenses are no longer referred to the 
Juvenile Br~ch unless fines levied are not paid, but instead are 
processed In Municipal Court. Additionally, runaway from 
home and incorrigibility cases are being treated as dependent 
cases under provisions of the Juvenile Court Act, 1977. 

All things considered, only a small number of Phlladelphia 
children of juvenile-court ages -were referred to the juvenile 
court as alleged delinquents (4 percent) in 1981. However this 
ratio varies with age and sex. Twelve percent of the boys, is to 
1 7 y~ars of age were delinquent as compared with 2 percent of 
the gIrlS. For boys 16 years of age, the ratio was 14 percent. 
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES 
DISPOSE()PF: 1977 - 1981 

1980 ," 

I, 

,/ f:c . 

I 
"j 

" " 

,:::;. 

1981 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

Ratio: 
Cases Individual Cases per 

children 100 
children 

8,887." 138 
8,810 143 
8,6~4 144 
8,071 146 
8,847 149 

1977. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,315 
1978 .......... ' ..... ' . . 12,568 
1979 . ',' . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,524 
1980 . " .......... 1\ • • 11,765 
1981 ............ : . . . 13,183 

7,717 153 
1,130 121 

Boys . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,816 
Girls ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,367 

Boys' cases increased 13 perc,ent from 1980 as conlpared to a 
5 percent increase for girls' cases. \Vhite·'boys' cases show an in
crease of 2 percent while ~white girls' cases show no change. 

,Non-white boys' cases incr~ased 17 percent while cases involv
ing ngn-whitegirls increased 7 percent. 

SUMMARY 

Of the 13,183 cases of'delinquency disposed of in 1981: 

11,816 or 90 percent were boys 
'1,367 or 10 percent were girls 
3,468 or 26 percent were white 

,.) 9,715 or 74 percent were non-white 
,! .' 

\\. ; 

Thes~ caSes of delinquency w~rereferred;;to court for follow
ing. re~s9ns: 

8,313 'or 63 percent, for'various types of stealing 
227 or 2 percent, for sex offenses' 

2,116 or 16 percent, for injury to person 

J69 or 
53 or 

441Qr 
148 or 

(including homicide) , . " 
1 percent, for vandalism and arson 
* percent, for disoId~rly conduct 
3 percent, forcanying, etc., deadly weapons 

1 percent, fOfIiIiscellaneous act~ of'.maliciolls . 
mischief ... ., , . 

, 726 or . Q percent, for drug law violation 
',337 or" 3 'percent, for,.runaway fromm~titq:tion 
4'42 or. 3 percent, for non-payment of fines/costs;. «' 

• <' ,- 'c -"J" ", ~ . 1 _ ...... 

· 2fl or. ~. IJe~cent,JoI other off~nses 0 -

"'Less than 0:5 percent 
\~. 

21 

(J ". 

'C!", .' '. ' , 
~ . . 



a i 

,( 

22 

• 

FAMILY COURT DMSION - 1981 

These cases were disposed of as follows: 

6,057 to 46 percent, were dismissed, discharged, 
or adjusted 

5,145 or 39 percent, were placed or continued 
on probation 

1,324 or 10 percent, were committed to institutions 
or agencies 

657 or 5 percent, were, disposed of in various 
other ways 

Ninety percent of the new cases disposed of during 1981 
were disposd~ of thrdJlgh court hearing, 91 percent of the boys' 
cases, and 80 percent l~f the girls' cases. 

METHOD OF DISPOSITION - JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

Delinq~ency cases disposed of 

Method of disposition Number Percent distribution 

Total Boys Girls 
I' 

Total Boys 

Total: 1981 ....... 13,183 ~1,~16 1,367 100 100 

Through court hearing . . 11,856 ' 10;756 1,100 90 91 
Disposed of at intake 

interviews ........ 1,327 '1,060 267 " 10 9 

Total: 1980: . . . . . .. 11,765 10,458 1,307 100 100 
.> 

Through court hearing . . I, 10,372 9,323 1,049 88 "'S9 , 

Disposed of at intake if 
12 11 interviews . . . . . . .. 1 1,~93 ,1,135 258 

,,' 

~'~ 

SEX AND AGE 

Boys outnumbered girls "among the cases of alleg,ed delin
quency disposed of during~1'981, 11,816 boys and 1,367 girls. 
Although the' total number of girls' cases is much smaller' than 
the number of boys'cas~s, the 'senou.sness .of the ,offenses 
committedbyc girlsq,as escalated in re:cent'ye~. In 1972, 12 
percent of the girls were referred. to court for offenses ilivolving 
injury toa person, while' in 19~ l·these offenses accounted for 
33 ipercent of girls' cases. '", 

Girls 

100 

80 

20 

100 

SO 

20 

\ 
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

Stealing offenses continue to be the most common offense 
committed by juveniles accounting for 38 percent of girls' cases 
and 66 percent of boys' cases. 

Forty-five percent of the delinquency cases ill 1981 con
cerned children under 16 years of age. 

/l 

Delinquency cases disposed Of , 

23 

" Age of child Number Percent distribution 
" 
(! Total Boys Girls Total Boys 

" 
Total ............. 13,183 11,816 1,367 100 100 

Under 16 years. . . . . . . . . 5,967 5,239 728 45 45 
-

10years ....... ' ....... 86 81 5 1 1 
11 years ......... , .... ,200 186 14 1 2 
12 years .............. 473 '" 413 60 4 3 
13 years .............. 859 744 115 6 6 
14 years .. ' ............ 1,728 1,493 235 13 13 
15 y~ars ........ ;' ..... 2,621 2,322 299 20 20 

16 years and oYer ~, . . . . . . 7,216 6,577 639 55 55 

16 }~ears . ' ............. 3,708 3,367 341 28 28 
17 years ........... ' ... 3,508 3,210 

'.~) 
298 27 27 

,~ , 

In 1981 16-year old boys, and girls comprised the largest 
category of offenders., Fifty-five percent of the boys' delin
quency cases in '1981 involved children 16 and 17 years of age. 
Twelve percent of the' boys and 14 percent of the girls were 
under 14 years of age. ,,0 

REASON FOR REFERENCE TO COURT 
, .:' 

Due to changes in processing summary and status cases, 1 the 
cases referred ,to court tend to be more serious. However, as in 
past yeats, stealing was t~e most prevalent form of delinquency 

I Seepage 19. 
*Less than 0.5 percent. 

Girls 

100 

53 

* 
1 
4 
8 

17 
22 

47 

25 
22 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

referred to this court and accounted for 8,313 cases, or 63 per
cent of all delinquency cases disposed of CIuring, 1981. Within 
this category, burglary, robbery and larceny were the most 
frequently committed offenses. 

Delinquency cases disposed of 

Offenses Number Percent distribution 

" 
Total Boys Girls Total Boys 

Total cases ............. 13~J83 11,816 1,367 100 100 

Stealing (all types) ........ 8,313 7,791 522 63 66 
Aggravated assaults and 

homicide .................... 1,923 1,519 404 15 13 
Other injury to person. ." . . . 193 141 52 1 1 
Drug violation ............. ' ...... 726 ~31 95 6 5 
Weapons offenses ............... 441 382 59 3 3 
Sex offenses ...................... 227 192 35 2 .... 2 
Vandalism & arson ........ 169 ' 156 13 1 1 
Disorderly conduct ....... "53 46 7 * * .\~; 

Miscellaneous malicious 
mischief ............. 148 130 18 1 1 

All other offenses ................ 990 828 162 8 7 

Injury to person was the nex't largest" category of offenses 
accountin~ for 16 percent of delinquent cases in 1981. . 

Weapons offenses accounted for 3 'percent of the total cases, 
the same' as the previous year. Sex offenses, as in past years, 
accounted for 2 percent of the cases. . 

o 

Drug Jaw violations comprised 6 percent of delinquent 
offefts~s in 1981 .. 

*Less than O.S percent. 
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

SOURCE OF -REFERENCE TO COURT 

The term "source of reference tb court" as used in this report 
refers to the person or agency formally bringing the case t6 the 

, attention of the juvenile branch of this court. 

Ninety-four percent of the boys were referred to court by 
'police officers, as compared with 78 percent of the girls. 
Twenty-two percent of the girls were refetTed to court by 
parents, relatives, or other individuals as compared with 6 per
cent of the boys. The 35th police district had the highest 
number of referrals, 1,034, followed by the 25th district with 
975. .' 

Cases are referred to the juvenile branch from other sources 
such "as school authorities (including attendance officers), social 
agencies, and other authorities outside Philadelphia. 

to ~J'·':'-""L_-..._. " 

. Juvenile Aid Divisiont.,; :;;cers have broad discretion in deter-
mining whether the juventfe detention shall De recorded as an 
"arrest" or as a "non-atTest." There were' J 1,348 police com
plab,lts, handled as non-arrests or remedial cases that did not 
reach the juvenile court. 

FAMILY SITUATION OF CHILDREN 
1'\\ " 

The family provides a climate for the physical, emotional and 
social developpIent of the child. It is a system of rules' and 
expectations. These have to do with what is permitted within 

, the family for ~ach of its members, and what expectations there 
are outside the home. Attitudes, beliefs and approaches to 
solvingpro!,lems are learned within the family. Family; cohesive
ness and a~sense of mutual regard areC}able to strengthen desir-' 
able development of the child. 

. . . (I 

, It is obvious that eCQnomics and fate have important parts in 
d'etermining the family's behavior. When there is disruption of 
the family through physical abuse and ill health, and when 

'parents separate, readjustments aIl1.ong all members are required 
to restore' stability. When families are disrupted, appropriate 
models for the 'child to emulate'may be absent. Conflict
habituated f;pfiilies, single parents and faniilies wjfh;~tep-parents 
pose .conditions that may affect the child's character and other' 
personal"qualities. One-parent· famfiiesareIl10re likely ,to have 

. econ()mic hardships and' be dep~!ldertt. on the welfare system. 
Such iactorshavean impact on the child,'s "personal and social 
growth. . II.' . 

;~. 
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26 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

In dealing with the problem of delinquent children the court 
seeks to involve the entire family and takes into co~sideration 
the social factors mentioned previously. 

The majority of children charged with delinquent offenses 
live at home. In 1981, 88 percent of these children lived with 
their own families, 63 percent with one parent and 32 percent 
with both natural parents. 

Children involved in delinquency cases 
Residence of child and 

parents' marital Boys Girls 
relationship 

Total Non-
White white White 

'.' RESIDENCE OF CHILD 8,847 2,180 5,537 348 

Child liying at. home with: 7,781 1~994 4,822 295 
,. 

Both parents ........ '" ... '" . 2,508 1,019 1,213 120 
Parent and stepparent ......... 402 121 227 24 
Mother . '" '" . '" '" ........... 4,508 756 3,161 134 
Father ...•.............. 363 98 221 17 

Child not living at home: 824 119 600 27' 

In other family home ........ '" 692 J 89 521 20 
In institution . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . 116 26 74 4 
Independent '" .. '" ....... '" ... 16 i 4 ~ 3 

'. 
Residence of chil4 not reported ... 242 67 115 ~6 

MARITAL STATUS OF 
PARENTS .8,847 2,180 5,537' 348 

Married .. '" '" .... , ......... '" 2,519 1,032 1,2P5 ' 126 
Parent(s) deceased . .;, ~ . . . . • . . 1,079 205 743 26 

,. 

DIvorced .' '" ....... "' .. '" '" . '" .. 464 159 252 22, 
Separated . . . . . . . . . . ", . . " . . 2,383 451 1,599 108 
Not married .......•.. ;\ .... 616. 23, 525 6 
Not reported " 1,786 310 1,213 60 .,.." . .. . . ... .,.. ~{; . . '" 

" 
" 

"As to the nla,rital'status~ of the parents, 28° perce~twere 
"married and liying together, ,27' percent were separated, 'iJ:t 12 
percent of the relatiQnships a spouse was deceased, 7.percent 
were :q,otmamed and 5 percent were divorced. 

Non-
white 

782 
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27 
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

TYPE OF DISPOSITION 

The disposition in children's cases varies with the individual. 
The child's particular needs, home situation, age, and the 
character and nature of any previous delinquencies, if any, as 
well as the type of facilities available for care, guidance and 
control are factors taken into consideration by the judge in 
deciding the type of treatment to be given. 

During 1981, as in previous yeag, the dispositions most 
frequently made were dismissed, discharged, of adjusted. Of the 
13,183 new cases disposed of: 1,327 were disposed of by court 
interviewers at the Youth Study Center and required no further 
court action. The remaining 11,8~6 new cases required a court 
hearing and were disposed of as follows: 36 percent were dis.:. 
charged; 43 percent were probationed; 11 percent were com
mitted to institutions or agencies; and 10 percent were other
wise disposed of. 

',' 

Delinquency cases disposed of 

27 

Type of disposition Number Percent distribution 

Total Boys Girls .;rotal Boys Girls 

Total cases " " " " " .. " " " " " 13,183 11,816 1,367 100 100 100 

Referred elsewhere ...... " .. 119 104 15 1 I 1 
Discharged or adjusted " " " " " 5,333 4,702 631 40 40 46 
Probation ............. 5,145 4,540 605 39 38 44 
Committed to institution " 

for delinquents . . . . • . . .. 1,162 1,146 16 9 10 1 
Committed to other 

institutions or agencies " " " " 162 145 17 1 1 1 
Referred to criminal court ... ,235. 234 1 .2 2 t 
Restitution or rmes . . . . . . . 55 53 2 t t t 
Adjudged delinquen.t 

I.. " " " " " 
724 689 35 5 6 3 

Other " 248 2Q3 , 45 2 
" " " " " " " " ... " " .• '! " " 

2 3 

tLe~s thanO.5p¢rcent. 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

CASES REFERRED TO CRIMINAL COURT 

Two hundred and thirty-four boys and 1 girl were referred to 
the criminal court for prosecution, charged with the following 
offenses; Assaults,' 58; robbery, 79; burglary, 56; other steal
ing, 15; rape, 7; weapons offenses, 2; other offenses, 18. 

PROBATION 

Probation is intended for the treatment of delinquent children 
who do not habitually offend and who are likely to respond to 
supervision. Under the Juvenile Act, a Consent Decree* allows 
probation for six months, unless the child is discharged sooner 
by the court. 

Forty-three percent of the cases disposed of at court hearing 
were placed under supervision of probation officers; 42 percent 
of the boys' cases and 55 per~ent of the girls' cases. 

The following table shows the type of dispositions classified 
under "Probation"; 

Delinquency cases disposed of 
Types of dispositions 

classified as Total 
"probation" 

Percent ,. 
Number distribution Boys 

All types of probation. . . . . . . . . . 5,145 100 4,540 
\, 

Probation only . . . . . . . . .. '. . . . . 2,363 46 2,163 
Clinical services probationt ........ 
Intensive probation ............ 
Probation and,restitution .... ',~ ... 
Consent decree ............... 
Consent decree and restitution . . . . . . 

*See page 10. 
tMental"health services. 
'Includes 14 homicides. 

55 
178 
194 

2,217 
138 

c\ 

1 45 
3 171 
4 189 

43 1,862 
3 110 

Girls 
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200 
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

COMMITMENT 

The term commitment ~s used in this report includes children 
placed in care of the °Department of Public Welfare, private 
agencies, or institutions, by order of the court. During 1981, 
commitments were ordered in 11 percent of the new charges 
disposed of at court hearing. 

REHEARINGS 

Changing circumstances or new facts brought to the attel1tion 
of the court often require modificati6n of previous dispositions. 
All orders of the court with -respect to delinquent children, up 
to the attainment of age 21, are subject to amendment, change, 
or extension by the judge, upon motion of the District Attor
ney or. a prqbation officer~ Qr upon petition of counsel, or any 
other interested person. 

Dispositions such as probation and commitment to child
placing agencies, institutions, and inpividuals usually are made 
for indefmite periods. In order to change the disposition it is -
necessary to reopen the case by motion or petition. These cases 
are investigated by the probation department and a"report with 
recommendations as to the best disposition is made to the 
court. In dispositions for commitment the judge frequently 
makes a proviso that a report of the child's adjustment to his 
new environment, or the ability of the parent to pay for the 
child's maintenance, be made at a specified time. In any event, 
the law requires a review every six mqnths and a disposition 
r~view hearing, at least every nine months. At such time the case 
would be listed as a rehearing. 

(j 
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30 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

NON-DELINQUENCY CASES 

This court has exclusive jurisdiction in all proceedings affect-
ing "dependent .children",' as defmed in the Juvenile Act of 
December, 1972, amended in August, 1977. In this report, 
dependent child cases are referred to as non-delinquency cases. 

Non-delinquency cases are conducted in an infonnal manner 
- in the presence of only those involved in the proceedings. The 
presiding judge reviews the facts at hand, and recommen~ations 
made by the probation and medical departments, and dIsposes 
of the case in accordance with the best interests and welfare of 
the child. Representatives of the Department o~ Public Welfare 
and the Child Advocate are present in the room. 

In 1981, 10,967 non-delinquency cases were disposed ~f at a 
court hearing. An additional 82 cases were disposed of wIthout 
a court hearing. These are usually cases discharged from super-
vision or commitment which require judicial approval but not a 
court hearing. 

Other hearings were held which ar~ not included in the 
statistics because they occurred before the filing of a non-
delinquency petition. There were 283 hearings held for emer-
gency protective cus:tody or treatment in cases involving mental 
health or suspectedr child abuse. 

During 1981, 2,904 new non-delinquency cases were received 
by the Juvenile Branch. A total of 2,717 new cases involv~g 
1,909 families were disposed ·of 'by the court. Compared wIth 
1980 the number of new cases disposed of increased 15 per-, . 
cent, while the number of families involved increased 17 percent. 

In addition to the new cases, there were 8,332 rehearings. 
Cases previously disposed are reheard for several reasons e.g. 
review of placements or commitments; changing circumstances 

>~B~\" 

of the children or their families; new facts brought to the 
court's attention which required reconsideration of the previous 
disposition. 

.:) 

In 1981, dIspositions of non -delinquency cases, both new 
cases and rehearings, increased 32 percent. This increase was 

f, 
dlJe in part to mandatory hearings when children are placed in 

I 

\ 'See page 7. 
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JUVENILE NON-DELINQUENCY 

shelter care. When a child is placed for more than 3 0 days a 
petition must be filed and a court hearing held. ;1 , 

The ages of children in non-delinquency cases ranged from a 
few months to over 1 7 years.. . 

Seventy-two percent of the new non-delinquency cases dis
posed of were referred to court by the Department of Public 
Welfare; 10 percent by relatives or individuals; 8 percent by the 
court; and 9 percent by the school authorities. 

Only 8 percent of the non-delinquent children were living 
with both their own parents; 34 percent were living. with one 
parent; 11 percent were living in other family homes with foster 

.. parents, relatives or non-relatives; while 43 percent were living 
in institutions. 

Sixty-eight percent of the non-delinquent children were 
committed to the Department of Public Welfare; 7 percent 
were placed in custody of their parents, a relative or guardian; 
9 percent were placed under pro.tfective supervision; 15 percent 
of the petitions were di~missed or withdrawn. 

REHEARINGS 

During 1981, 8,332 non-delinquency cases already under 
court jurisdiction were reopened; 8,250 were disposed of 
through court hearing and 82 were motions for amendment 
confIrmed by a judge without court hearing, or administratively 
disposed of. 

The. most frequent reasons for reopening non-delinquency 
cases were: discharge from commitment, 512, discharge from 
supervision, 265, case review, t,430 .and report by order of the 
court, 6,108. 

Of the 8,332 cases reheard in 1981, ,81 percent remained in. 
placement; 9 percent were discharged from superVision; 3 per
cent were placed under protective supervision; and 3 percent 
were committed to the Department of Public Welfare. 

31 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION -1981 
'" 

,JADULT CASES 

The Juvenile Branch is concerned with cases involving adult 
crimes against children and exercises authority in the following 
types of adult cases: 

(1) Any adult charged with corrupting, or tending to corrupt 
the morals of any child under the age of 18 years, or who 
aids or encourages any such child in the commission of 
any crime, or in violating any order of the cot.l1~t. 

(2) Any parent, guardian, or other person supervising the 
welfare of a child under 18, yea~ who is charged with 
knowingly' endangering the welfare of the child by 
violating a duty of care,protection or support. " 

(3) Any adult charged with a crime against a child under 18 
years such as simple or aggravated assault, indecent 
assault, rape, retc. , (I 

In adult cases the judge sits as a. Municipal Court Judge. In 
this capacity, hejiinay "make fmal dispo~ition of any case con
cerning a crime for which the maximum sentence is five years or 
less. In cases ooncerning crimes having a'maximum sentence of 
more than 5 years, he presides over a preliminary hearing and 

<, detennines whether or )10t the evidence warrants holding the 
accused Jor trial. If it dgeS, the accused is referred for action" 
and subsequent trial in the criminal court. 

In 1981, 1,222 cases involving adults charged with corrupting 
or endangering the welfare of children were received by the 
Adult Unit of the court for disposition. A total of 1,198 cases 
consisting of 1,139 new charges a!''1d S9 truancy cases were 
disposed of in 1981. 

Adult cases (excluding truancy ca~es) disposed of ihvolved 
145 female' and 994 male offenders. An analysis of the cases 
show only one 'Woman, was charged with a sex offense while 46 

" percent of the male offenders were charged with sex offenses. 
, Rape accounted for 44 percent of all sex offenses. Of those 

ch317ged with sex offenses, ~?percent were under 25 years,; 58 
percent were between 25 ana 50 years; and 9percent were 50 
or more years of age. The disposition"of these cases, sex and 
non-sex offenses, show that 3 2 percent were held for trial court, " 
and 43 percent were discharged. ' 
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JUVENILE-<:ADULT CASES 

There were 59 cases disposed of which all " 
neglect as indiCated by their children's .(.."~!1 "t eged parental 
Th k HWure 0 attend school 

(J thees~ cases, nown a,s truancy cases; are referred to court b; 
oard of EducatIon. Seventy-five percent of th 

were diseh d' 8 ' 'ese cases arge, percent were referred to other units f th 
court 0dr . to the Department of Public Welfar~; and 17 p~rcen~ 
were or eled, to pay fines and costs. ' 
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ENFORCEMENT ,UNIT 

The Enforcement '(Jnit is responsible for following up re~
bursement and restitution orders and handles the. followmg 
types of cases: 

(1) attachments for non,.payment of' orders for reimburse
ment of chud care. 

(2) petitions requesting orders of support ~gainst parents for 
care of a child committed or accepted l~tO an agency or 
institution. 

(3) petitions for non~payment of restitution orders. 

(4) motions to discharge children from comm~tment or 
vacate orders against the D~partment of Public Welfare 
or parents. 

Enforcement ,cases are considered rehe~rings rather than new, 
cases sin~e they involve changes to previous court orders. " 

, During 1981, 85 petition~, 26 attachments .and 311 motions 
were filed or received by the Enfo:rcement Urnt. Three, hund~ed 
and eighteen cases were disposed of; 283. through court heann~ 
and 35 without it court hearing. 

Petitions filed by Department of 
Public \Velfare ........ '~ ................... . 23 

Motions filed ,,by D~partment of " 
Public Welfare and others ~ . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. 260 

Miscellaneous motions • ,. , ...................... 0 35 ' 
'0 

The Enforce~ent Unit is -·an important point of co~tact for 
the Juvenile Branch apd outside agencies who request mform~
tiori~ In 1981, this unit responded to over 11,000 such requests. 
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COUNSELING AND REFERRAL SERVICES 

Counseling and "Referral SelVices (CRS) was established as a 
diversion operation in 1957. ~~s main objective is the diversion 
of juvenile cases involving first time and minor offenders from 
the formal court process. " 

,,In 1971, utilizing federal funding, the Family Court was able 
to greatly expand this operation and relocated eRS to a separate 
facility at 2133 Arch Street. From 1971 through 1981, approxi
mately 30,000 children and their families have benefitted from 
the services of CRS. Eighty percent of these children were 
diverted from court involvement.' 

Cases involving short term counseling are handled by CRS 
but when initial intelViews uncover more serious problems the 
family is referred to the agency in the community best s~ited 
to meet their particular needs. All counseling involves the child 
and his/her family. ( 

" 

The Philadelphia Board of EdUcation refers all truancy cases 
to CRS. The counselor works with the child and parent(s) to 
resolve the problem While maintaining contact with the school 
regarding the child's progress. After a thirty day period a 

" '. " 

recommendation may be made to withdraw the request to file 
a truancy petition; continue to work with the child or refer the 
case' to court. In cases Where there is no cooperation from the 

n cl).ild and the family,.it is usually recommended that th,y case go 
to court. 

CRS also accepts. cases in whiclr a parent charges that a child 
isinconigible.' If the child in question is already under super
vision of the court, the case is not accepted by CRS. After the; 
initialintak,e interView, families are usually referred to other 
community ''based services for more indepth counseling/therapy.' 
If, howev7r, there is" no progress or cooperatio~, the parent(s) 
may return to eRS to file an inCOrrigibility charge against the 

"child. The case may be resolved by voluntary separation of the 
pare~~(s) and child or the narent(s) may choose to sign an 
affidavit and bring the case to the atte'ntion of the court. r' 

( ~'CRS also ~ffers "mediation" servicefu comp!aint~ ab:ut 
children by neighbors and others not related to the child. This 
provides a non-court resolution process f~r a variety of minor 
complaints and community"conflicts. " 
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FAMILY COU~T DiVISION - 1981 

, _ a hical sectio~s of the city. 
- CRS clients come from ~ ~~~~:SP are referred by the police 

Many are self referrals Whil't the Board of Education, com
t ,. t Family Court unl s, 

Dep~r men , th organizations and· churches. 
munIty groupS, 0 er, 

'th ther agencies in carrying out 
CRS has .interact.ed W.1 0 F mily Strengthening Program 

specialized pilo,t .proJect\~·gC~d:en's Service "Incorporated to 
was executed Jomt1~ WI . . to a limited group of CRS 
provide uniquely tailored servIces 
clients. 

• • • 0 has served as a field 'placement experience 
AddItionally, CRS " d t tudents from several colleges 

for undergraduate and gra ua e s 'c. 

and universities. 
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JUVENILE - SPECIAL SERVICES 

THE SPECIAL SERVICES OFFICE 

The Special Services Office of·Family Court is a comprehen
sive volunteer progrrull, designed to increase,citizen involvement 
in the juvenile justice system, and to provide social service 
resource information and alternatives for court clients. During 
1981, 2,328 various requests' were received by the Special 
Services Office and a total of 425 citizens gave over thirty- three 

. thousand hours of service to the court, in a variety of assign~ 
ments aimed at supplementing and strengthening existing 
court contacts with clients. 

Three major components and several additional projects are 
under the jurisdiction of the Special Services Office: 

(1) Information Center - The Informatiqn Center provides 
court staff with up-to-qate, comprehensive, community 

c resource information. Local grassroot programs are given 
as much emphasis as more traditiona11arger agencies. The 
ever-increasing Information Resource File contained over 
3,400 entries by the end of 1981, ranging from church
basement tutoring programs to hospital plinics. For the 
past three years the Information Center has offered up
dated listings of human services through the computeriz
ed Coml11unity Resource Information Service (CRIS). 
The purpose of this service is to assist the court in making 
inter-agency referrals. 

The Information Center issues a monthly newsletter, the 
Insider. It highlights different units of the court and 
describes. some of the community organizations available. 

(2) Youth .Employment Unit - The Youth Employment 
. Unit of the Special Services Office concentrates volun

teer tin}e .. and ene'rgy on the problem ,of fm<Jing full and 
part time'jobs far court referral teenagers. . . 

The real challenge for the Youth Employment Unit 
(.' lies in preparing the youth to properly" approach job 

opportunities®d" to hold down jobs once found. There-' 
fore, the volunteers have d~velo~6d·· a personalized 
approach. to world-of-work counseling,assisting the 

o teenager with fundan1enta1 job-hunting skills. Allwork is~ 
done in conj\lnction with the co:urt staff member respon
sible for that client, and again) the te,am effort has positive 
.results. . " 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION ~ 1981 

(3) STEPS "Start Toward Eliminating Past Setbacks" -
This program was established to provide individualized 
supportive service to male youths referred by the court 
staff 'and emphasizes a one-to-one relationship between 
adult male volunteers and male youths. Matching a 
volunteer with a youth is done not only on the basis of 
common ground but geographic location as well, which 
is especially inlportant because of Philadelphia's strong 
neighborhood ties. The adult volunteer and the court 
referred juvenile agree to work together-to achieve a goal 
set by the juvenile. The empahsis is always on ~ki1ls 
learning, using a broad definition of "skills" to include 
anything from carpentry through remedial reading, to 
social relationships and cultural awareness. 

Other Assignments - The Special Services Office is also 
responsible for placing volunteers and practicum students in 
various court units to supplement services to clients. 

Volunteer tutors, who make it commitment to tutor remedial 
reading at ~·least once a week, for a period. of six months, help 
solve the problem of court clients who are functionally illiterate. 
The tutors are matched on a one-to-one basis with youth 
referred to tile program by court staff. 

(;/,-",-

, Three additional volunteers, who are accredited teachers, 
teach remedial reading once a week to a group of mme youths 
who are referred by the court. 

Special Services also provides recreational and cultural: ex
periences for youths referred by the court. Community busi
nesses provided facilities and activities for a weekend camping 
'trip for volunteer probation officers and court referred youths, 
'while 31 other youths attended various summer camps at the 
request of their probation officers. Other activities included 
trips to the th~ater ang" other cultural events. 

For the past three years, the SpeCial Services Office hasoheen 
the recipient of three' major awards given because of its unique 
utilization of volunteers' arid the creative ways in which this 
office assists the court's clients. 
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JUVENILE BRANCH 

TABLE 1 

TOTAL ACTIVITY; 1977 TO 1981 

1981 1980 1919 

Petitions fUed or received ........ 15,8l7' 15,497 14,341 

Delinquency , . , • • • • . . • • . , . • 11,269 11,532 11,176 
, Non-delinquency. . • • • • , • , . , , , 2,904 2,384 1,727 

Adult •...••.•• , ..•.•....• 1,222 1,219 961 
Enforcement . , . • , . , . , , . . . • . 422 362 477 

Informal complaints and applications 
received . . . " . . . . . . .. . . . . ~ ~ . 216, 245 266 

Total cases. disposed of , •.•..• ' ..• 31,373 27,127 24,346 

TbrQl;1gh court hearing, . •• . . • • . . 26,529 ,21,668 18,272 
Without court hearing .•••• " . , • 3,511 4,066 4,516 
Through intake interview at 

Youth Study Center •.••.••••. 1,327 1,393 ,],5$8 , 

Total court sessiqns . • . ,... . • • • '. . 1.692 1,504 1,358 
.. 

Delinquency • . . . • . . • . • • . • . • 1,034 1,012 939 
Non-delinquency ............. 342 274 224 
Adult Unit " ...... 0 • • • • • • • •• 289 199 . 174 
Enforcement Unit, ••• , ..••.•. 27 19 21 

Cases processed at 
Youth Study Center •.•.••.•••• 12,591 12,922 12,735 

" 
Disposed of at intake interview • • • . • 1,327 1,393 1,558 
Referred to court . •• . . . .'~ . • • . • 11,264 11,529 11,177 

39 

1978 1977 

13,788 12,791 

10,158 9,344 
1,852 1,504 
1,144 1,112 

634 a31 

271 286 

23,497 21,580 

16,909 14,904 
4,357 3,909 

2,231 2,161 

1,433 1,554 

1,077 1,194 
204 169 
132 172 
20 19 

12,389 12,:110 
'" 

2,231 2,767 
10,158 9,343 

continued next page 
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F AMIL Y COURT DIVISION - 1981 

, TABLE 1 --: Concluded 

tOTAL ACTIVITY: 1.?77 TO 1981 

-f981 1980 i979 .' 

, 

New referrals1
: 

5,465 5,166 4,711 

.. 4,345 4,172 3,867 
Juvenile (families) ........... 844 1,120 994 , 
Adult .................................... 

Cases under investigation 10,985 10,630 10,582 
during year .' .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ~, .. 

. 
Children under supervision at 

5,127 4,175 4,591 
eI1d of year .. .. .. .. .. ~" .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

4,986 3,990 4,265 
Delinquent .............. ,' ............... 

141 185 326 
Non-d,mnquent ........................ 

Payments received: 
, $ 6,283 $ 6,535 $ 7/P.8 

Direct order on parents ....... ~ 
25,808 30,051 36,956 

,Reimburse order on DPW
o

' •••••• 

35,411 32,918 23,574 
Restitution .............................. ,. 

t Family or individual's lust-time contact with Family Court. 

" 

. 
1978 

4,908 

3,972 
936 

11;038 

. 
" 

4,479~ 

4,069 
410 

$' 6,llP 
47,267 
18,981 

~! 
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TABLE 2 
> 

TYPE OF CASE DISPOSED OF IN THE 
JUVENILE BRANCH: 1977 TO 1981 

1977 
" Case~ di.sp~sed of, 

Type of case 

4,463 1981 1980 1979 1978 : 1977, 

3,5,60 Total cases .... " .................... 31,373 27,127 24,346 23,497 21,580 
903 

NEWCHARGES 1 (total) ...... 17,098 15,342 15,077 15,327 14,563 

9,969 Delinqu~ncy (total) ................ 1'3,183 11,765 12,524 12,568 12,315 
" 

Boys ................ 11,816 10.458 11,262 11,377 10,797 

4,372 .~', 
Girls ................ 1,367 1,307 1,262 1,191 1,518 -.. 

4,050 Non-delinquency (total) . . ., . . . 2,717 2,296 1,619 . 1~583 1,215' 

322 " 
;., 

Boys ................ 1,437 1,181 831 873 619 
Girls ................ 1,280 1,115 788 710 .596 

, 

$10,057 
67,150 

Adults corrupting W endangering 
welfare of children. . . . . . .. ... 1,198 1,281 934 1,176 1,033 

" 

18,446 
REHEARINGSI (total) .... :, .. 14,275 11,785 9,269 8,170 7,017 , 

" 
Delinquency ........................ 5,753 " 6,403 6,,508 6,483 5,658 
Non-delinquency. . . . . . '. .. . 8,522 5,382 ,,' 

2~761 1,687 1,359 

I See page 17 • 
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, FAMILY COURT DMSIO.N - 1981 

DISPOSEDCASES: 1977,-1981 
elY" • 

TQr AL CASES 

NEW CHARGES 
~\ " ~ 

~----~~----------
{:" 

REHEARINGS 

5~---1~9~77-,---------19·7-8---------1~97-9--"--------~19~8~0--------~1~98~1-,--~ 
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JUy"ENIL~ BRANCH 

TABLE 3 

TOTAL CASES DISPOSED OF WITH AND WITHOUT 
COURT HEARING: 1981 

Type of case 
Through " 

Total court ~~~ut ,I 

.. 

Tqtal-cases ................ . 

NEWCHA&GES (total) ••.••••• 
" . 

Delinquency (total) ..•...•.• 

IIijury to person •.•.••.•.. 
Theft. • . •• ,... .... . 
Weapons offenses.. ....... . 
Drug"law violation . ., ... .. 
Non-payment of fines . . .. . . 
Other •• " ~ ••. c' .' • •• • •••• 

Nonilelinquency (total) ....... . 

Inadequate'<!8re . • . . .. .•... 
Neglect an~abuse . c • • • • • • • • 

peUnquentc~ referral . . . . . 
. , '-{-

Other • .' •. ,':~ ·2~ .•. ~ ••••••••••• 

I}dults corrup~ or endaiigeri'lg, 
welfare of c~dren (total) • . •• .. 

Sex offen~' ~ . •• , . . . .'. ,": .. 
~on~sex offe~s. , . • . . . -." • . 
T-f'!,lancy ~s. '.' . • . .._ ... 

. }REHEARiNGS·(tQtal).~.'. ..•..•• 

D~linquencY''';. .• • . .. . • • .•• 
Non-d~linqu~~CY •••.••..••. 

.. y 

. " 

":, (:,' 

~o . .] 

() 

cases 

31,373 

17,098 

13,183 

2,116 
8,313 

441 
726 
442 

1,145 

2,717 

1,638 
700 
86 

293 

-"") 

1,198 
,; 

459 
680 

59 

14,275 
c ". 

5,753 
8522':· 

. 
, ,- '.>. 

-

'" 

, 
,;. 

\) 

':>.' 

hearing hearing 

26,529 3~S17 .. 

15,771 -

11,856 -

1,843 -
8,115 -

387 -
,~ 

510 -
119 -
882, " -

2,717 -

1,638 -
700 -
86 -

293 -, 

., 

1,198 -

459 -
680 -, 

59 -
10,758 3,517 

2,318 3,435 
8,440 " 82 

" 

" 

Intake 
inteIy.iews 

YSC 

1,327 

1,327 

1,327 

, 

273 
198 

S4 
216 
323 
263 

-

~ 

-
....., 

~ 

-
-

., 
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16,000 

14,500 

13,000 
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lUVENILE BRANCH - TOTAL CASES DISPOSED: "fS!J7 TO 1981 

•• , D 
DELINQUENT , NON-DELINQUENT ADULT 

j) . 

I~,·" g 
t, 

I 
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JUVENILE BRANCH 

TABLE 4 

CASES DISPOSED OF BY TYPE OF 
CASE: 1977TO 1981 

, Cases disposed of 
Types of case 

1981 1980 1979 1978 
" 

Total cases' ...... ' ... : .... 31,,373' 27,127 24,346 23,497 

New charges . . . . . . . . . .- ... 17,098 15;342 15,077 15,327 

" Through couttheiiIing . . : . . . . 15,771 13,949 13,519 13,096 
Through intake interviews ,) 

/7 YSC ................ 1,327 1,393 1,558 2,231 
" 

Rehearings ... e •••••••• ...-•••• 14,275 11,785 9,269 8,170 
h 

I.' Through court hearihg . . " .. . 10;758 7,719 4,753 ' 3,813 
Without court hearing • e' ••••• 3,517 4,066 4,516 4,357 , 

" 
0 

(\ 

<:1" 

45 

1977 

21,580 

14,563 

11,796 

2,767 

7,017' 

3,108 
3,909 

" 
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46 FAMILY COURT DIVISION ~ 1981 

TABLE 5 

CASES DISPOSED OF BY TYPE OF HEARING: 
1977 TO 1981 

I Cases disposed of 
Type of Hearing I I (c't~- 1981 1980 1979 1978 

Total cases, , , , , , . , , , , , , , 31,373 27,127 '24,346 23,497 

Through coUrt hearing (total) , , , 26,529 21,668 18,272 16,909 

New charges, , , . , , , , , ,', , 15,771 13,949 13,519 13;096 

" 
Delinquency, , , , • . , . . . , , 11,856 "'10,372 10,966 . 10,337 
Non-delinquency • • .J •••••• 2,717 2,296 1,619 1,538 
Adults corrupting or endangering 

the welfare of children •• e .•• 1,198 1,281 934 1,176 
" 

Rehearings, , . , . . . . . . . . . : 10,758 7,719 4,753 3,813 

Delinquency . . . . . . . , . . . . 2,318 2,420 2,163 2,287 
Non-delinquency · ........ 8,440 5,299 2,590 1,526 

Withou t court hearing , . , . . . . . 3,517 ' . 4,066 4,516 4,357 
0 

3~~H Delinquency . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,983 4,345 4,196 
Non-delinquency 'c 82 · ........ c: 83 171 161 

Youth Study Center intake " 

interviews . . . . . . ., :' . . . . . 1,327 1,393 1,558 2,231 

,'( 

':.' ,~, 

C) 

1977 

21,580 

14~904 
Jr' ,. 

11,796 

9,548 
.1,215 

1,033 

3,108 

1,895 
1,213 

3,909 

3,763 
146 

2,767 

¥ . 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

< .:.' 

" TABLE 6 

JUVENILp)DELINQVENCY CASES - 1977 TO 1981 

1981 1980 1979 1978 

Petitions illed .•..•........ 11,269 11,532 11,176 10,158 

TO,tai cases disposed . • . . ; . . . . 18,808 " 18,108 18,962 19,044 
" ') 

" 
" Through court hearing . ..', . . . 14,081 12,746' 13,069 12,6H 

VVithoutcourtheanng e- •••••• 3,400 3,969 4,335 4,196 
Yout!t Study Center intake 
interviews ............... 1,327 1,393 1,558 2,231 

Total dispositions " ........ ,., . 18,808 18,101 18,962 19,044 

" o 1-4~ 
New charges • . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,183 11~1;;"~ 12.524 12,568 
Rehearings. . • • . . . . • . . . . . 5;625 6,343 6,438 6,476 

Court sessions . . . . ........... 1,034 1,012 939 1,077 
" , 

New referrals 1 ............ 3,080 2,963 3,074 3,206 

1 See Table 1, f09mote 1. 
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48 FAMILY COURT DIVISION ~ 1981 

TABLE 7 

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF BY TYPE OF CASE: 
, ..~"\ 1977 TO 1981 '. 

, " Delinquency cases disposed of 
.. , TYP'e of case . 

1981 198Q 1979 . .... 1978 
-

Total cases ......... ,. ......... 18,.808 18,108 18,962 19,044 
:-:\ ., 

New charges.., . .. . , , . . . , . 13,183 11,76,5 12,524 12,568 
" 

Through court hearing , . ......... 11,856 10,372 10,966 10,'337 
Youf:fi Study Center intake 

interviews . . 1,327 1,393 1,558 2,231 ............ e, .......... 

Rehearings. .'. ............ ....... -'. 5,625 6,343 6,438 6,476 .. ,t 

Through court hearing ~ ; ..... 2,225 2,374 2,103 2,280 
;:-: Without court hearing 3,400 3,9,69 4,335 4,196 .............. 

TABLE 8 
(~~\ 

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF 
WITH AND WITHOUT COURT HEARING: 1977 TO 1981 

(} 
Delinquency cases disposed of 

" 
Type of hearing 

1981 1980 1979 1978 

" Total:' cases. • • • • • • • • • .'. • • • . • • 18,808 18,10& 18,962 19,044 
"I ., 

" 

Through court hearing. . • • . • • • • • . • 14.081 12,746 13,069 
I~' 

12,617 

New charges • . • . • • r . . . . . . . . . . 11,856 JO,372 10,966. 10,337 
" I 

Pr t'1 J' 5,403 4,705 5,766 5,057 e- rta .. II!; • • • '. • • • • • • • • • • • 

Adjudicatory. • • • • • • • • ~. • • • • • 6,453 5,667 5,200 5,280 
:"! 

Rehearings. . . . • • :. . . . • • • • • • • • 2,225 2,374 
,. 

2,103 2,280 

'Nithout court. hearing •••••••••••• 3,400 3,9.6~ 4,335 4,196 

Youth St.udyGO~nter ,~, ., 

intake interviews • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 1,327 1,393 1,558 2,231 
" 

,<j' <, 

19.77 

17,889 
f) 

12,315' 

0 
9,548 

2,767 -

5,574 

1;879 
3,695 ~ 

f If 

l, 
\~) 

" 

1 
,'" 

c/ 

1977 
() 

17,889 

11,427 

9,548 \ .. 

\ 
.3,838 
5,710 

1,879 

3,695 

() 

" 
2,767 

" .. ~ 

21,500 

17,000 

15,500 

14,000 

12,500 

11,000 

9,500 

'-,,, 

-; . .. 

. ~' 

,. 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
r)'" 

DISPOSED CASES - DELINQUENCY" 
1977 TO 1981 

TOTAL CASES 

- ..' 
" 

NEW CHARGES· 

" .,'., 
:,,' .. 

.. 
> 

" 

REHEARINGS 

~ .. :"'.: ..... ' .. .. 

1977 1978 1979 .1980 1981 
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NEW ,CHARGESD~SPOSED OF BY TYPE 
OF HEARING: 1977-1981 

/
-'l 

U 

41% 

4,0% -,'.'", 
42% 46% 

-'.~ -

42% 40% -',.' 
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JUVENILE DEL~QUENCY , 

TABLE 9 

COMPARISON OF ARRESTS AND NON-ARREST OR REMEDIAL CASES BY 
,POLICE OFFICERS, OF BOYS AND GIRLS UNDER 

., 18 YEARS OF AGE: 1977 TO 1981 
,', 

. Arrests by police officers 1,2 
'.' " 

l· 
, , 

Year Boys I;; Girls ., 
Total 

! i, 
Non- Non-

51 

Total }tesidents residents' Total Residents residents . 

1977,; .•••••. 13,409 11,655 11,497 158 1,754 1,716 38 
19,78 ••.•••• 

I' I, 

16,047 14,067 13,813 . 254 1,980 1,923 . 57 
1979 •.••... 15,168 " 13,335 13,042 293 1,833 1,796 37 
1980 ... . :: .... 14,724 : 12,828 12,611 217 1,896 1,847 49 
1981. •••••• 15,048 13,187 12,974 213 1,861 1,823 :': 38 

" 

Non-arrests, or remedial cases by police officers' " 

. notIeferredto cQurt l ' '\,' 
, 

, 1977 .•..•.• 17,206 12,307 12,215' 92 4,899 4,843 56 
1978 ..•.... 10,216/ 7,124 7,025 99 3,092 3,046 46 
1979 ••. '~ ••• 11,399 7,437 7,284 153 3,96~ 3,844 ' U8 
1980 ••••••• 10,177 6;,849 6,729 12P 3,328 3,237 91 
1981 •• ' •• ': ~ . 11,348 7,133 7,032 101 4,215 4,157 58 

New;}delinquentcharges disposed of which were referred to F~i1y Court 
DivisiQn bY-police officers of Philildelphia2 

, G 

19,77 ••.•.•. 11,072., . 9,871 " 9,579 
D 

292 1,201 1,121 80 
1978 •••...• . 11,521 10,585 10,372 ' 213 936 885 51 
1919 ..•...• 11;280' 10,339 10,112 227 941 909 32 (; 
1980 .....•. 10,621 ,9,627 9A49 178 994 957 37 
1981 •.••.•. 12,135 11,069 10,890 179 

0' 
1,066 ,1.031 3$ 

Total new d~Jjnquent charges disposed of by F~i1y Court Division 

1977 •.••••• 12,315 10,797 10,493 304 1,518, 1,434 84 
1978. ~ •.•.. p,568 11,377 1l,155 222 1,191 1,138 53 
1979: •••••• 12,524 11,262 11;035 

G 
227 1,262 1,227 ' 35 

1980 •••• ~ .' • 11,765 10,458 10,270 188 1,307 1,269 38 
1981 ••• ~ ••• 13,183 11,816 11,627 189 i,367 1,331 ",36 

IInformation furnished 'l>Y th~ computer 'statistics un,it of the Poli~ department of Philadelphia. 
zCQlIlparison ofpoIice arrests with cqurt dispositions cannot be made due to different 

procedures in collecting <lata. 
'" C' 0 , 0 

{) ".\ 
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52 FAMILY COURT DIVISION -::.1981 

TABLE 10 

DELINQUENCY CASES PROCESSED AT YOUTH 
STUDY CENTER: 1977 TO 1981' , 

n 

1981 1980 1979 .. 1978 1977 

" 
,Total cases process~d. . . . . . . . 12,591 12,922 12,735 12,389 12,110 

" I;, 

Disposed of at intake interview ... 1,327 1,393 1,558 2,231 2,7t"7 -
Boys · ............... 1,060 1,135 1,292 1,946 2,344 
Girls · ...... -.,- ....... 267 258 266 285 423 

" 

Referred to juvenile court by 
interviewer ., ....... , ..... 11,264 11,529 11,177 10,158 9,343 

Detained in Youth Study Center 
pending court hearing. . . . . . 2,555 2,429 2,334 2,136 2,429 

" 
Boys · . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . 2,354 2,187 2,124 1,939 1,952 
Girls • ' •••••••••• \ie ..... 201 242 210 197 477 

Released to parents or guardians 
pending court hearing ....... 8,709' 9,100 8,843 ~,022 6,914 

. 
7,33,2 6,330 Boys · ............... 7,808 8,210 8,011 

" Girls 901 890 83'2 690 584 · ............... 
~ 

, 

j .) 

H ' 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

TABLE 1'1 

DELINQUENCY CASES PROCESSED AT 
" YOUTH STUDY CENTER BY AGE: 1981 

", 

. '. , . . Under age 16 
,,)-" Total 

" Total" Boys GirJs 
" 

Total cases processed ...... , 12,591 ',5,683 4,947 736 

Disposed of at intake 
interview. . . . . .'. ': '. '. . . . 1,327 696 516 180 

Referred to court ........ 11,264 4,987 4,431 556 

Detained, at Youth Study. 
C) .' ,Center pendipg court 

'I 

Age 16 and over 

'" 

Total, -,' Boys Girls 

6,908 6,275 633 

631 544· 87 

6,277 5,731. "546 

, 

hearing. ' ........ .- ... 2,555 846 748 98 '1,709 1,606, 103 
Released to· parents or 
gUardians pending court 
hearing .......... ' ... 8,709 4,141 3,683 458 4,568 . 4,125 443 

>J 

:.-, 

" 
" 

r,'. 

() 
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54 FAMILY COURT DIVISION -1981 

TABLE 12 

NEW CHARGES, OF DELINQUENCY DISPOSED OF THROUGH COURT 
HEARING AND INTAKE INTERVIEWS: 1972 TO 1'981 . . '.; . 

.--- 1, 

Delinquency cases disposed Of 

Total Boys' cases Girls' cases 
" 

Year 
Through 'rhrough 

Through intake " Through intake Through 
Total court inter- Total court inter- Total court 

hearing views hearing views hearing 

1972 15,667 8,176 6,891 13,564 7,778 5,78~ 2,103 998 
1973 17,230 10,793 6,437 15,015 !; 9,630 5,385 2,215 1·,163 
1974 17,706 10,698 7,008 15,387 9,532 5,855 2,319 1,166 
1975 18,250 12,063 6,187 15',767 10,703 5,064 2;483 1,360 
1976 16,061 11,034 5,027 13,908 9,689 4;219 2,153 1,345 
1977 12,315 9,548 2,767 10,797 8,453 4,344 1,518 , 1,095 
1978 12,568 10,337 2,231 11,377 9,431 1,946 1,191 906 
1979 12,524 10,966 1,558 11,262 9,970 1,292 1,262 996 
1980 11,765 10,372 1,393 10,458 9,323 1,135 1,307 1,049 
1981 13,183 11,856 1,327 11,816 10,756 1,060 1,367 1,100 

TAlJLE 13 

NEW CHARGES OF DELINQUENCY DISPOSED OF BY SEX AND 
'AGE GROUP: 1972 TO 1981 

i 

Delinquency cases disposed of 

Year Boys' cases Girls' cases 
Total 

"Under 16 and 
,', 

Under 
Tottil, 16 over Total 16 

1972 ...... 15,667 13,564 7,159 6,405 2,103 1,375 
1973 ...... 17,230 15,015 7,647 7,368 2,215 1,390 
1974 ...... 17,706: 15,387 7,450 7,937 2,319 1,419 
1975 ...... 18,250 15,767 7,701 8,066 2,483 1,~03 
1976 ...... 16,061 I 13,908 6,611 7,297, 2,153 1,324 
1977 ...... 12,315 10,797 4,956 5,841 1,518 910 
1978 ...... 12,568 11,377 5,497 5,880 r, 1,191 ,624 
1979 ...... 12,524 11,262 5,529 5,733 1,~62 689 
1980 ...... 11,765 10,458 4,800 5,658 1,307 ' 672 
1981 ...•.. 13,183 11,816 5,239 6,517 1,367 728 

Through 
intake 
inter~ 

views 

1,105 
1,052 
1,153 
1,123 

808 
423 
285 
266 
258 
267 

:) 

16 and 
over 

728 
825 
900 
980 
829 
608 
567 
513 
635 
639 

CASES 

6,500 

5,000 

3,500 

2,000 

500 

\ 
\ 

Ii 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCi( 

AGE GROUPS OF JUVENILE DELINQUENTS: 1977 TO 1981 

- - - - - UNDER 16 YEARS' 
--- .16 YEARS AND OVER 

GIRLS' CASES 

......... .... 
........., ---------------....... _---

1971 1978 1979 1980 1981 
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Year 

1977 .... 
1978 .... 
1979 .... 
1980 .... 
1981 .... 

1977 .' ... 
1978 .... 
1979 .... 
1980 .... 
1981 .... 

1977 ..•. 
1978 .... 
1979 .... 
1980 .... 
1981 .... 

• 

FAMILY COURT DIVISION- 1981 

TABLE 14 

NEW CHARGES DISPOSED OF - INDIVIDUAL 
CHILDREN - BY SEX AND AGE GROUP - 1977 TO 1981 

.. -
Cases Individual children 1 

Non- Non- Non-
Total White2 white White2 white Total White2 white White2 

boys boys girls girls boys boys girls 
-

12,315 3,857 6,940 511 1,007 8,887 2,839 4,809 425 
12,568 3,989 7,388 406 785 8,810 2,942 4,889 310 
12,524 3,564 7,698 396 866 8,694 2,658 4,995 325 
11,765 2,984 7,474 419 888 8,071 2,212 4,821 343 
13,183 3,051 8,765 417 950 8,847 2;180 5,537 348 

-
Under 16 years 

~ 

5,866 1,697 3,259 273 637 4,413 1,286 2,388 228 
6,121 1,837 3,660 192 432 4,485 1,426 2,519 173 
6,218 1,619 3,910 209 480 4,500 1,252 2,668 173 
5,472 1,291 3,509 218 454 3,942 999 2,385 184 

. 5,967 1,302 3,937 201 527 4,248 969 2,669 171 

16 years and over 

6,449 2,160 3,681 238 370 4,474 1,553 2,421 197 
6,447 2,152 3,728 214 353 4,325 1,516 2,370 137 
6,306 1,945 3,788 187 386 4,194 1,406 2,327 152 ' .. 

.6,293 1,693 3,965 201 434 4,129 1,213 2,436 159 
' 7,216 1,749 4,828 216 423 4,599 1,211 2,868 177 

. , 1 Se~ footnote 2, Table 15. 
2Includes-Hispanics 

(I' 

() 

Non-
white 
girls 

814 
669 
716 
695 
782 

511 
367 
407 
374 
439 

r 
303 
302 
309 
321 
343 

\\ 

THOUSANDS 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

INCIDENCE OF DELINQUENCY 
NEW CHARGES 

Cases and. Childr,en 
197.7-1981 

16 r-~--~------~~------~------~--------~~ 

DELINQUENCY CASES 

INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN 

.. .1977 " 1978 1979 1980 1981 
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58 FAMILYCOURTDMSION -1981 " 

'0 

TABLE 15 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED IN DELINQUENCY CASES 
BY AGE, SEX, AND RACE: 1981 

" 

Delinquency cases I .Individual children2 

disposed of involved in cases disposed of 
Age and sex 
of children White " White 

c Non- Non-
Total Totalt Hispanic white+ Total Totalt Hispanic white+ 

Total cases. . . . . . . • . 13,183 3,468 640 9,715 8,847 2,528 465 6,319 

Boys (total) ........ " 11,816 3,051 599 8,765 7,717 2,180 428 5,537 

Under 16 years (total) . . . 5,239 1,302 274 3,937 3,638 969 204 2,669 

" 

10 years ........ , .. 81 24 6 ., 57 75 24 6 51 
11 years ........... 186 59 15 127 152 48 9 104 
12 years ....... , , .. 413 '97 32 316 294 77 22 217 
13 years ........... 744 186 39 S58 535 146 27 389 
14 years ........... 1,493 376 76 1,117 1,046 273 61 773 
15 years ..... ',' .... 2,322 560 106 1,762 1,536 401 79 1,135 

16 and 17 years (total) .. 6,577 1,749 325 4,828 4,079 1,211 224 2,868 

16 years ........ : ..•• 3,367 906 160 2,461 2,100 630 117 1,470 
17 years ..•........ 3,210 843 165 2,367 1,979 581 107 1,398 

,Girls (total) ........ 1,367 417 41 950 1,130 348 37 782 

Under 16 year!! (~()tal) . . . 728 201 27 527 610 171 24 439 

10 years ........•.• 5 3 - 2 5 3 - 2 
11 years ..........• 14 4 - 10 14 4 - 10 
12 years •.......... 60 18 3 42 57 18 3 39 
13 years .•......... 115 34 5 81 101 32 5 69 
14 years, .......... 235 59 8 176 191 46 7 145 
15 yeru:s . " ......... 299 83 11 2J6 242 68 9 174 

16 and 17 years (total) .. . , 639 216 14 423 520 177 13 343 

16 years ....•...... 341 117 6 224 
\~ 

279 94 6 185 
17 years ........... 298 99 8 ',199 241 83 7 158 

I In counting "cases" each child is counted separately.and as many times as he was dealt with by the 
court on a new delinquency charge disposed of during the year. 

2Incounting "children'; each child is counted only once..,. the first time he was dealt with by the 
court'on anew delinquency charge dbposed of during the year. 

tInclude!l Hi!lpanics. . 1\ . 

+lncludes Blacks and an insignificant, number of children o-foiher races. 

I 
I 

I I 
(;, 

r 

,', 

I 
I 

: 

\ 

l' 

Co 

i 

}1 

JUVENiLE DELINQUENCY 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY SEX AND AGE OF 
, GHILDREN INVOLVED IN DELINQUENT CASES 

IJ DISPOSED OF IN 1981 ' 

Girls 
13% 

14 and 15 
Years 

16 and 17 
Years 34% 

(; 

10 to 13 
Years 

14% 

" 
u 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION --,1,981 
/ I 

''0 

TABLE 16 

JUVENILE POPULATION OF PHILADELPHIA - 10 TO 17 YEARS 

Population: School Census I 

1978 1979 
Age 

Total Boys Girls Total Boys 

' . 
10 to 17 years ...... 241,541 122,477 119,064., 233,822 117,978 

", '.' 

IOta 13 years 113,475 57,239 56,236 109,393 55,265 

10 years .............. 27,148 13,733 13,415 26,530 13,420 
11 years .............. 27,862 13,997 13,865 ' 26,662 13,466 
12 years .............. 28,589 ,14,519 " 14,070 27,697 13,911 
13 years .............. 29,876 14,990 14,886 28,504 14,468 

14 and 15 years · .. 63,745 32,562 31,183 60,736 3'0,621 

14 years ....... 31,733 16,344 15,389 29;890 15,108 
15 years ....... 32,012 16,218 15,794 30,846 15,513 

16 and 17 years · .. 64,321 32,676 31,645 63,693 32,092 

16 years .............. 31,442 15,918 15,524 31,818 15,729 
17 years ....... 32,879 16,758 16,121 31,875 16,363 

Popuiation: School Census I 
. .'c' 

0 

1980 1981' 
Age 

Total Boys Girls Total .Boys 

10 to 17 years ........ 225;131 1.13,982 ,111,149 222,738 113,090-

10 to 13 years 105,823 
'-\ 

(:;'~;'\528 ........ 53,295 105,694 53,718 
~. 

10 years .............. . .26,732 13,424 13,308 '26,166 13,492 
11 years .............. 25,817 13,03,8 12,779; 26,799 13,548 
12 years ....... :' ... ". 26,093 13,205 12,888 26,219 13,280 
13 years ............ AI 27,181 13,628 13,553 26,510 13,,398 

14 and 15 years · .. 57,575 
~; 

29,320 28,255 56,135 28;698 

14 years ....... 28,258 14,478 , 13,780 27,653 14,030 
15 years ....... 29,317 14,842 14,475 28,482 14,668 

16 and '17 years · .. 61,733 31,367 30,366 60,909 30,674 

'16 years .............. 30,490 15,498 14,9'92 " 29429 1.,"::, .~, 14,820 
17 years ....... 31,243 15,869 15,374 31,480 15,854 

.. ' v 

I Information supplied by the School District of Philadelphia. 

o 

Girls 

}) 

115,844 

54,128 
-

'13,110 
13,196 
13,786 
14,036 

30;115 

14,782 
15,333 

31,601 

16,089 
15,512 

, 
I 

f :, 

Girls 

109,648 

51,976 

12,674 
13,251 
12,939 
13,112 

27,437 
[) 
13,623 
13,814 

.f 

30,~35 0 

14,609 
15,626 

o 

~,ooo 

4,500 

4,000 

3,500 

3,000 

2,500 

, JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

AGE DISTRIBUTION - RESIDENTcDELINQUENT CHILDREN 
OF PHILADELPHIA 1977 - 1981 

16 AND 17 YEARS 

-----------......--..~ .... -.... _-----
l4AND 15 YEARS c; 

--
~---. ------

10TO 13 YEARS 

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 

:) 
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FAMI~Y COURT DIVISION.-1981 

TABLE 17 

INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN BY RESIDENCE AND 
PERCENT OF CHILD POPULATION: 1981 

, .. 
" 

Individual children 

Age and sex " Residents 
c 

Child Non-
population I Total residents 

Percent 
Number population 

Total ... ', ...... 222,738 " 8,847 184 8,663 3.8 
10 to 13 years .... 105,694 1,233 
14 and 15 years '.' 10 1,223 1.1 .... 56,135 3,015 
16 and 17 years 51 2,964 5~2 ... 60,909 4,599 123 

" 
4,476 7.3 

Boys (total) ..... 113,090 7,717 ' 151 7,560 6.6 
10 years ........ 13,492 

" 

11 years ........ 
75 - 75 0.5 

12 years 
13,548 152 - 152 'i ........ 13,280 294 

1.1 
13 years Ii 1 293 i 2.2 ........ .,13,398 535 
14 years ........ 8 527 

14,030 1,046 
3.9 

15 years ........ 11 1,035 7.3 
16 years ........ 

14,668 1,536 31 1,505 10.2 
17 years ........ 

14,820 2,100 50 2,050 13.8 15,854 1,979, 
" 56 1,92~ 12.1 

" 

Girls (total) ..... 109,648 1,130 27 ,,1,103 1.0 
10 years ........ 12,674 5 
11 years ........ - 5 

13,251 -* 
12 years 

14 - 14 ........ 12,939 57 
0.1 

13 years ......• ". - 57 
13,112 101 

0.4 
,14 years ........ 1 100 0.7 
15 years ........ 

13,623 191 4 187 
13,814 242 

1.3 
16 years ....... ': " 5 237 

14,609 279 
1.7 

17 years ........ 4 275 1.8 15,626 
\\ 

241 13 228 
\", 1.4 

~ 
Less than 0.1 percent., 

-, i'~ 

I Info~ation supplied by the ~Ichool Distri~t ofPhlladelphia. " 

-, 
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 63 

TABLE 18 

DELiNQUENCY RATIOS: RESIDENT CHILDREN OF PHILADELPHIA BY 
AGEGROUP: 1978 TO 1981 ' 

Delinquent children 10 to 17 
'.' 

ye~J:,s of age, residents of Ratio per 1,000 
\./ Philadelphia 

.Y\, 
population 

Year and ,/ ) 

age group Total Boys Girls Total Boys 
" 

" 

10 to 17 years: 
1978 ......... 8,563 7,625 938 35 62 
1979 ......... 8,451' 7,445 1,006 36 63 
1980 ........ : 7,880 6,879 1,001 35 60 
1981 ......... 8,663 7,560 1,103 39 67 

" 

10 to 13 years: 
1978 .... ~ .... 1,579 1,393 18~ 14 24 ' 
1979 ......... 1,409 1,236, 173 13 22 
1980 ......... ' 1,124 944 180 11 18 
1981 .....•. '~'. 1,223 1,047 176 11 18 

14 and 15 years: 
1978 ..... : ... 2,836 2,491 345 .44 77 
1979 .. , ...... 3,017 2,619, 398 50 86 
1980 ......... 2,758 " 2,395 363 48 82 
1981 ......... 2,964 2,540 424 52 89 

16 and 17 years: 
1978 ......... 4,148 " ,3,741 407 64 115 
1979 ..... ~ ... 4,025 },590 435 63 112 
1980 ......... 3,998 "3,540 458 65 113 
1981 ..... , ... 4,476 3,973 503 ,,73 130 

Gids 

8 
9 
9 

10 

3 
3 
3 
3 

11 
1~ 
13 
15 

13 
'14 
15 
17 
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64 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 19 

REASON FOR REFERRAL OF 'DELINQUENCY CASES BY 
PLACE OF DISPOSITION: 1981 

Delinquency cases disposed of 

" Disposed of 
Offenses ., Totlil through 

court hearing 
0 

Total Boys Girls Boys Girls' 

Total cases .........•.• 13,183 11,816 1,367 10,756 1,100 
" 

Injury to person (total) .••••. 2,116 1,660 456 1,493 
,,/ 

350 

Homicide ....•...•... ;," 45 ,45 - 45 -
" Aggravated assault .•.•..•• 1,251 989 " 262 925 219 

Assault •..•...•..••.. 470 355 115 291 71 
Assault on police officer . . • • 157 130 27 129 24 

0 

Terroristic threats . . . . . . . • 187 136 51 98 35 
Others · ............. 6 5 1 5' 1 

Theft (total) . • • . • • . • • • . • 8,313 7,791 522 7,607 508 

Burglary · ............ 2,680 2,586 94 2,566 92 
Robbery · ............ 2,282 2,138 144 2,128 143 
Larceny · ............ 1,'723 1,576 147 1,456 139 
Auto theft •..•••.••.•. 1,177 1,142 .. 35 1,129 34 
Receiving stolen property •••• 105 98 7 89 6 
Retail theft. • • . • • • • • • • • 174 117 57 111 56 
Fraud, forgery, etc ..•••••• 172 134 38 128 38 

Weapons offenses (total) ••••• 441 382 59 339 48 

Possessing instruments of 
.. 

., 
crime · ............. 422 366 56 330 48 

Prohibited offensive " " 

weapons ............ 17 14 3 7 -
Violation UF A 1 ••••••••• 2 2 - 2 -

l~{.1 

Sex offenses (total) •••••••• 227 192 35 185 34 
, 

Rape • • • • • • •••••• '11' • 94 94 - 94 -
Indecent assault . . • • • . ,". . 27 27 - 26 -
Deviate sexual i,ntercourse ... 44 '42, '2 41 2 
Others · ............. 62 29 33 24 32 

Drug law violations (total) ..•• 726 631 95 429 81 

" , 460 Possession and use of drugs .. 507 47 r, 284 35 
, Sale a,pd use of drugs • . • • . • 219 171 48 145 46 

1 Uniform Firearms Act. 

Disposed 
of at intake 
intelviews 

Boys Girls 

1,060 267 

1(j7 106 

- -
64 43 
64 .44 

1 3 
38 16 
- -

184 14 
, 

20 2 
10 1 

120 8 
13 1 
9 1 
6 1 
6 -

43 11 

36 8 

7 3 
- -

"7 \<, 1 

- - \ 
" 1 -

1 -
5 1 

202 14 
q 

176 12 0, 

26 2' 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 65 

TABLE 19 - Concluded 

,REASON FOR REFERRAL OF'DELINQUENCY CASES BY 
PLACE OF DISPOSITION: 1981 

" 

Delinquency cases disposed of 
o· 

" 
Disposed of Disposed 

Off~nses Total through of at .intake 
court hearing interviews 

, 

" Total Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 

Malicious mischief (total) .... 370 332 .38 274 25 58 13 
,. 

Vandalism ............ 103 97 6 93 6 4 -
Arson ...... ~' ........ 66 59 7 59 7 - -

" 
Disorderly conduct ....... 53 46 7 22 3 24 .4 
Trespassing .. • . . . . • • • • . 72 69 3 60 . 3 9 -
Conspiracy ....••...... 5 2 3 - - 2 3 
Resisting an officer •...••• 18 15 3 11 .. - 4 :3 . 
Harassment ..•••... , •.•. 18 11 7 3 6 8 1 
Other ..••...••..••.• 35 33 2 26 - 7 2 

Runaway from institution 
or agency •....••.••.•. 337 305 32 279 17 26 1.5 

0 

Miscellaneous offenses (total) •. ,653 523 130 150 37 373 93· 

Failure to pay fines 
and costs ...... ', ... '. " 442 346 96 94 25· ' 252 71 

Other ........... " ... 211 177 34 56 12 121 .. 22 

'" 

») ",. 

. ,) 
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66 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 67 

TABLE 20 - ConCluded 

REASON FOR REFERRAL OF DELINQUENCY CASES BY SEX AND RACE: 1981 
, 

" 

c; 
Delinquency cases disposed Of ,. u 

Delinquep.cy cases disposed of 
., Boys" ' Girls 

Tot'M 
" 

Offenses 
p 

, 
Boys Girls 

" Non- Non- " Total ,~f 

Total 
,', 

White White white white Total Non- Non-
Total White white Total White white 

Total cases . • • • . . • '; • • . • 13,183 11,816 3,951 8,765 1,367 417 950 
" Malicious mischief (total) ........ 376 332 16~ 167 38 16 22 

Injury to person (total). ~ ~ ••• 2,116 1,6,60 507 1,153 456 125 331 
, Vandalism ••••••• s' 0 ••••• ~ • 103 97 49 48 6 3 3 

Homicide .". . . . . . • • • • • • 45 45 10 35 - - -
:'.:: 

Aggravated assault. •••• , •••. 1,251 98'9 286 703 ,262 58 204 
Arson ~ .................• 66 59 ·40 19 7 1 6 
Disorderly conduct ........... 53 46 23 23 7 4 l 

Assault ..•...•.•..•.• 470 355 94 261 115 35 80 
Assault on police officer .... 157 130 61 69 27 14 13 

Trespassing • • • ~. • • • • • • • . • • • 72 69 26 43 3 2 1 
Conspiracy . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 5 2 1 1 3 2 1 

Terroristic threats • • • • • • . • 187 136 54 82 51 17 34 
Others · ............. 6 5 2 3 1 1 -

Resisting an officer • • • • ~ • ~ • • • • 18 15 8 7 3 1 2 
Harassment. . . ~ : . . ~ . ~'. . . . ; . . 18 11 8 3 7 2 5 
Other ............. ' ...... 35 33 10 23 2 1 1 

Theft (total) .....•.•.••• 8,313 7,791 1,719 6,072 522 127 395 
Runaway from institution 

Burglary · ............ 2,680 2,586 819 1,767 94 43 51 
Robbery · ............ 2,282 2,138 1,82 1,956 144 17 127 
Larceny 1,723 1,576 i 431 1,145 147 37 110 · ............ 
Auto theft •..•.• : .•.•• 1,177 1,142 ' 218 924 35 10 25 

or .agency ••••••••••••••••• 337 305 60 245 32 11 21 

Miscellaneous offenses (total) •••••• 653 523 246 277 130 54 76 

Receiving stolen property ... 105 98 31 67 7 5 2 
Retail theft ........... 174 117 17 100 57 3 54 
Fraud, forgery, etc ..•••••• 172., 134 " 21 113 38 12 26 

" Failure to pay fines and costs ..... 442 346 178 168 96 39 57 
Other ............... 41 ••• 211 177 68 109 34 15 19 ., 

" 

Weapons offenses (total) .•••• 441 . 382 77 305 59 6 53 

Possessing instruments of 
crime · ............. 422 366 72 294 56 '6 50 

Prohibited offensive 
weapons •.......•.••. Q 17 14 5 9 3 - 3 

Violation UF A 1 ......... 2 2 - ~, - ., - -

Sex offenses (total) •.••••.. 227 192 32 160 35 12 23 

Rape 
, 

94 94 8 66 
t:.! ............... - - -

Indecent assault • • • •• • • • ~ 27 27 9 18 - - -
Deviate sexual.intercourse • • • 44 42 3 39 2 - 2 
Prostitution 

, 
49 16 2 14 33 12 21 .... (; ....... 

Others · . . . ........... 13 13 10 3 - - -
I 
I 

6~1 
. 

Drug law violations (total) •••. :, 726 245 386 95 66 29 
" 

Possession and use of 
drugs • a l ". • • o. . • fI • • • • • 507 ' 460 167 293 47 31 16 

. "48 
.; 

Sale and use of drugs " 219 171 78 93 35 13 ...... 

i 

"':1 I 
I \",.\ 
f 

o 

., D t 
" 

1 Uniform Firearms Act. CI I ". I , 
I 
I 

I 
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68 FAMILY COURT DIVISION -1981 JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 69 

TABLE 21 TABLE 21 - Concluded 

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AGE AND SEX: 1981 " REASON :fOR REFERRAL BY AGE AND SEX: 1981 
, 

, 

:pelinquency cases disposed of Delinquency cases disposed of 
" 

Age and Sex Theft Malicious mischief 
Injury Age and Sex ~unaway All 

Total to Auto Other Weapons 
person Burglary Robbery Larceny theft theft offenses 

f; 

441 Total cases • . . • 13,183 2,116 2,680 2,282 1,723 1',177 451 

10 years · ..... 86 20 16 9 20 2 3 2 
11 years · ..... 200' 41 48 33 27 2 4 7 

I!, [ 

I 
~ 

Sex Drug law Disorderly Other from other 
offenses violation conduct Vandalism 1 acts institution offenses 

(/ 

" 
Total cases! . . . 227 726 53 169' 148 337 653 

P",$ 
10 years ...•.• 4 1 - " 1"'5 - 1 3, 11 
11 years .•••.. 8 - 1 14 7 4 4 

12 years · ..... 473 85 110 71 80 15 20 16 12 years .....• 13 5 1 14 16 10 17 
13 years · ..... 859 173 .192 179 128 3S 16 34 13 years •.•... 15 9 1 . 14 11 15 37 
14 years · . . . . . 1,728 286 358 305 257 114 52 49 14 years •....• 37 59 2 27 22 48 112 
15 years _. . . ... 2,621 383 560 483 353 227 81 87 
16 years · ..... 3,707 545 752 619 453 383 142 129 

15 years •...•. 39 122 7 4";: 31 66 , 140 " r 
16 years ...... 49 .'~ 244 21 ~\~ 28 95 218 

17 years 3,509 583 
, 

644 ~583 405 399 1'.33 117 • •••• ,,;1 
17 years ..•..• 62 286 20 24 33 98 122 

" - \! 

Boys' cases . . . . 11,816 1,660 2,586 2,138 1,576 1,142 349 382 Boys' cases •.•• 192 631 46 156 130 305 I- 523 

10 years · ..... 81 18 16 8 19 2 3 2 
11 years · ...... 186 33 48 31 25 2 4 7 

10 years •••..• 4 1 - 4 - 1 .... 3 
11 years .•.••• 8 - 1 14 6 4 3 

12 years · .. ,. .. 413 55 105 66 77 15 17 14 12 years •••... 12 5 1 12 13 9 12 
13 years ...... ", 744 118 184 164 120 35 14 24 
14 years · ... ' .. 1,493 202 345 281 232 112 43 41 

13 years .•..•. 14 7 1 11 7 13 32 
14 years •..... 32 44 2 25 19 

C) 

74 (, 41 
15 years · . . . . . 2,322 304 538 447 3,18 215 61 76 15 years .•••.. 31 102 7 39 29 5,~ 102 
16 years · ..... 3,366 " 443 726 584 441 372 102 115 
17 years · ..... 3,211 487 624 557 374 389 105 103 

16 years .. , •..• 43 218 D18 29 24 89 192 
f7 year~ . : .•.. 48 254 16 22 32 95 105 

" 
, 

" 

Girls' cases • • • . 1,367 456" 94 144 147 35 ,,102 59 Girls' cases. • . . 35 95 7 13 18 32 130 

, 
;; 10 years · .. ,. . " 5 2 - 1 1 - - - () 10 years. '1)' ••• - -- - 1 - - -

" 
11 years · ..... 14 8 - 2 2 - - - 11 years ...... - - - ,- I - r 
12 years · ..... 60 30 5 5 3 - 3 2 12 y'ears •..•.. 1 - - 2 3 1 5 
13 years · ..... 115 55 8 15 8 - 2 10 
14 years · ...... 235 84 13 24 25 2 9 8 

13 years •.•.•• 1 2. - 3 4 2" 5 
14 years ...... 5 15 2 3 7 38 

, 
-

.15 years · ..... 299 79 22 36 '35 12 2()) 11 
16 years · ..... 341 102 26 35 42 11 40 14 

15 years. " • ~ •• 8 20 - 3 2 13 38 
16'years .•••.• 6 26 3 - 4 6 26 

17 years · ..... 298 96 20 26 31 10 28 14 17 years ....•• 14 32 4 ~ ~ ~- 17 
" 

" -I 

J Includes arson. 

',' " 

, " 

, ! 

o 
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70 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 22 

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AREA OF OCCURRENCE: 1981 

;, 

" 
Delinquency cases disposed of 

Philadelphia Total Injury' Theft 

Police Districts to Auto 
person Burglary Robbery Larceny theft' - ,. 

Total cases ........ 13,183 2,116 2,68'0 2,282 1,723 1,083 

Police arrests (total) ... 12,135 1,458 2,657 ~,270 
\~ ""L, 

1,591 1,052 
-,;.f,", 

1st District ........ 302 50 59 48 37 17 
2nd District ....... 298 40 49 29 45 15 
3rd District. . . . . . . . 209 21 43 40 30 17 
4 th District. . . . . . . . 434 73 72 ,~, 38 98 11 
5th District. ....... 137 ,12 42 11 25 7 
6th District. ....... 840 84 65 212 160 43 
7th District. . . . . . . . 113 12 23 7 12 13 
8th District. . . . . . . . 246 33 59 19 38 20 

9th District. . . . . . . . 698 80 93 160 . ~ . 140 50 
12th District . . . . . . . 710 115 126 155 SO 93 
14th District ....... 752 60. 303 133 54 56 
15th District . . . . . . . 523 59 .91 55 80 44 
16 th District . . . . . . . 299 39 78 54 20 21 
17th District ....... 417 63 85 116 3l 36 
18th District ....... 732 85 137 1,58 90 90 
19th »istrict . : ..... 804 80 16.9 176 100 138 

22~4 District. . . . . . . 619 87 134 156 74 37 
23rd Disirict . . . . . . . 490 56 102 127 67 17 
24th District ....... 252 28 52 16 32 19 
25th District ....... 975 108 ' 22~ 169 149 57 
26 th District . . : . . . . 5S1 S4 175 83 55 28 
35th District ....... 1,034 131 310 154 100 151 
39th.District ....... 588 77 144 132 70 '61 
Other ..•........ 112 11 ' 18 22 28 '. 11 

n ~ , 

Other referrals ... , ... ,,1,048 658 (23 12 132 -r;;i 31 

(j 

Oth~er 

545 

515 

12 
35 

9 
8 
9 

124 
1 
9 

47 
32 
17 
20 

7 
11 
27 
20 

14 
10 
14 
21 
14 
25 
22 

7 

30 

'I 

~J , 

\, 
\ 
,,\ 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

TABLE 22 - Concluded 

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AREA OF OCCURRENCE: 1981 

. Philadelphia 
Delinquency cases disposed of ' 

Police Districts Runaway 
Weapons ' Sex Drug law Malicious from 

" offenses offenses violation mischief institution 
Ir 

Total cases. . . . . . • . 441 227 726. 370 337 
n 

Police arrests (total) ... 392 217 723 295 337 

1st District · .... , .. 14 5 18 14 13 
2nd DiStrict. . . . . . . 11 - 20 12 4 
3rd District · ...... 3 2 25 2 6 
4th District · . . . . .. 27 6 64 15 9 
5th District · ...... 6 - 15 2 3 
6th District · ...... 17 33 30 " 7 9 
7th District " ........ 3 1 23 6 1 
8th District · ..... , 5 3 25 13 6 

9th District, · ...... 8 18 26 9 37 
12th District · ..... 45 15 37 6 18 
14 th District · ..... 34 7 28 n 24 
15th District · ..... 10 5 74 17 11 
16th District 10 6 32 

. 
10 13 · ..... 

17th District · ..... 13' 5 20 5 13 
18th District · ...... 37 10 59 4 16 
19th District · ..... 28 20 31 15 14 

22nd District · ..... 17 19 16 18 25 
, 23rd District · . . . .. 22 11 16 14 21 

24 th District 6 22 , 18 
;"1 · , .... - lZ 

25th District · ..... 20 13 61 30 is 
26th District · ..... 9 3 30 33 14 
35th Disirict · ..... 39 19 37 20 27 
39th District · ...... 1(j 13 12 7 12 
Other ........... 1 ,3 " 2 1 t: 1 

Other referrals · ..... 49 10 3 75 -

i) 

71 

All 
other 

offenses 

653 

62,8 

.15 
38 
Ii 
13 
5 

56 
11 
16 

30 
18 
19 

. 57 
9 

13 
19 
13 

22 
27 
33 
91 
53 
30 
22 

7 

25 

-

l·, j 

" I 

I 
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72 FAMILY COURT DIVISION ~ 1981 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DELINQUENCY 
CASES BY PHILADELPHIA POLICE DISTRICTS' 

1981 
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

o 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DELINQUENCY 
o CASES BY RESIDENCEAREA: 1981 

NORTHWEST 

22.4% 

~ 

SOUTIiWEST 

ALLEGHENY 

CENTRAL . 

"14.9% 

SOUTH 

14.0%' 

...: 
'" 

I) 

73 

NORTHEAST 

10.5% 
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74 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

" TABLE '23 

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY PHILADELPHIA RESIDENCE AREA: 1981 

c 

Delinquency cases disposed of 
." J \ " , 

Thefl ';; 
'-' 

Residence area Total Injury '(t~-~, 
to Auto 

:.\ person Burglary Robbery Larceny theft Qther 

Total cases ........ 13,183 2,l1b~ 2,680 2,282 1,723 1,083 545 
I 

" 

Residents (total) ..... 12,9S8 2,090 2,641 2,263 1,697 1,0561 537 

~ : > 
406 "177 498 332 27,2 113 

Northwest ........ 2,910 
Percent ......... 100 14 27 " 17 11 

'\\ " 

289 101 165 94 38 '\ 1,373 277 Northeast iC> ..... 
Percent ....... ' .. 100 20 21 7 12 

\\ 

North Central . . . . . . 1,822 277 359 309 263 124 69 

Percent ......... 100 15 20 17 14 

Central .......... 1,941 279 359 418 289 104 102 , 

Percent ......... l~O 14 18 22 15 
I, 

i:\ 
, " 

254 158 HI 53 
West ............. 1,225 167 249 

Percent ...•..... 100 14 20 21 13 

Southwest ........ 1,865 350' 295 340 220 213 83 

Percent ......... ~OO 19 16 18 ~2 

. South 1,822 334 313 343 270 118 79 
... (I ......... 

Percent .. ' .....•.• 100 18 17 19 15 

Non-residents . . . . . . . 225 26 39 19 ,26 27 8 
)\ '" 

;f 

{~\ 

~' "-
II f-:""'~' 

/ 
\\, 

","\ 

~ \1 

."._<J/I~ 
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 75 

TABLE 23 - Concluded 

REASON FOR REFERRAL, BY PHILADELPHIA RESIDENCE AREA: 1981 
\:> 

{:I Delinquency cases[aisposed of " 
Residence area 

II 

II " Drug Runaway All 
Weapons Sex law Malicious from other" 
offenses offenses violation mischief institution offenses 

c.' 

Total cases. . . . . . . . 441 227 726 370 337 653 
- \, 

Residents (total) ....... 439 220 681 366 331 637 
'" 

Northwest ........ 94 49 110 76 73 110 
Percent ......... 3 2 4 3 2 4 

Northeast . .. .. . . . ... 33" 13 141 73 30 119 
Percent ......... 2 I~ 1 10 " 5 2 9 

" 
,'"\ 

North Central: .' ~ . . . 53 35 82 64 59 128 
Percent ......... 3 2 5 4 3 ~~ 7 

C\ j, "-~ 

Central .......... 52 40 74 55 44 125 
Percent .......... 3 2 4 3 2 6 

(, 

West " 41 19 66 32 27 •••• r.' ......... 28 
Percent ...•..... 3 2 5 3 2 2 

' 'I 

Southwest ........ 95 44 109 26 40 50 
Percent ......... 5 2 6 1 2 3 

C' .J 

South .............. .71 20 99 40 58 77 
Percent ....•.... 4 1 5 2 3 '4 

Non-residents . • . . . . • 2 
il ~ 

7\~, 45 4 !i 6 16 
" 

" 

i 
I 
1 0 

I 
t 

I 
I ~ \ 
I 
I 
I 
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t 
\ '<. ' 
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Year and sex 

Total cases 

1972 ..... 
1973 ...•. 
197~ ..... 
1975 ..... 
1976 ..... 
1977 ..... 
1978 ..... 
1979 ..... 
1980 ..... 
1981 ..... 

,Boys' cases 

1972 ..... 
1973 .... : 
1974 •.... 
1975 ..... 
1976 ..... 
1977 ..... 
1978 ..... 
1979 ..... 
1980 ...... 
1981 ..... ' 

Girls'cases 

1972 ..... 
1973 ..... 
1974 .... 1 
1975 .... 1 
1976 ..... \ 
1977 ..... 
1978 ..... 
1979' ..... 
1980 ..... 
1981 ..... ' 

" 

FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 24 

REASON FOR REFERRAL: 1972 TO 1981 

Theft 
Injury 

Total to Auto 
person Burglary Robbery Larceny theft 

15,667 2,048 2,521 1,635 1,003 1,013 
17,230 ,2,183 2,805 1,900 1062

0 
1,309 

17,706 2,163 3,026 1,874 1:414~ 1,030 
18,250 2,098 3,.187 2,344 1,741 748 
16,061 2,249 2,705 1,438 1,834 799 
12,315 1,913 2,367 1,149 1,448 737 
12,568 2,005 2,849 1,563 1,922 690 
12,524 2,011 2,494 1,684 2,322 648 
11,765 1,819 1,985 1,972 1,828 950 
13,183 2,116 2,680 2,282 1,723 1,177 

13,564. 1,735 2,477 1,553 790 1,000 
15,015 1,861 2,751 1,807 901 1,274 
15,387 1,823 2,953 1,788 1,335 1,006 
15,767 1,776 3,090 2,268 1,641 730 
13,908 I t926 2,641 1,389 1,742 774 
10,7·97 

p, 
1,606 2,302 1,098 1,395 716 

11,317 1,621 2,768 1,497 1,812 660 
11,262 1,558 2,410 1,601 2,192 633 
10,458 1,426 1,886 1,846 1,675 927 
11,816 1,660 2,586 2,138 1,576 1,142 

2,103 313 44 82 213 13 
2,215 322 54 93 161 35 
2,319 340 73 86 79 24 
2,4"83 322 97 76 100 18 
2,153 323 64 49 92 25 
1,518 307 65 51 53 21 
1,191 384 81 66 114 30 
-1,262 453 84 83 ; 130 15 
1,307 393 99 126 153 '23 
1,367 456 94 144 147 35 

~. 

Other Weapons 
theft offenses 

604 683 
960 806 

1,307 687 " 
" 1,531 720 

1,291 692 
537 677 
637 443 
629 438 
551 370 
451 441 

380 655 
633 778 
807 (i51 
924 677 
877 ' 659 
402 631 
469 417 
458 403 
385 335 
349, 382 

224 28 
327 28 
500 36 
607 43 
414 33 
135 46 
164 26 
171 35 
166 35 
102 59 

---------
)~1 J ~ 

\ 
I 
I' 
I' ,-
~' 

t 
I' 
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TABLE 24 - Concluded 

REASON FQ,R REFERRAL: 1972 TO 1981 

.. 
Malicious mIschief " 

. , 

Year and Drug. Ungov-
' Ru~awayt All 

sex Sex' law Disorderly Vandal,2 Other. ..ernable', ' f!om dther 
offenses violation conduct ism acts behavior institution " ,offenses 

. 
, .. 

Total cases ,', "" .. 

• . 
1972 ... 391 466 1,297, 695 1,427 1,502 " - 382 
1973 ... 456 827 1,371 483 1,292 1,335 - 441 
1974 ... 501 1,141 1,507 405 1,035 1,320 - 296 

5S0 
' --

1A01 1975 ... 366 1,228 1,048 929 - 329 
1976 ... 283 1,288 529 436 819 1,449 - 249 
1977 ... 205 1,112 148 245 356 989 - 257 175 
1975' .. ~I 256 1,105 150 145 307 54 328 114 
1979 .. i' 219 830 117 214 232 ...:.. 276 410 
1980 ... 225 759 100 176 210 - '::322 498 
1981 ... 227 726 53 169 148 - .337 653 

Boys' cases 

1972 ... 355 407 1,166 626 1,311 " 781 - 328 
1973 .. '. 433 739 1,209 446 1,171 625 .. - 387 
1974 ... 480 1,040 1,333 376 940 602 - 253 

,e 1975 ... 352 1,117 899 527 822 644 - 300 
1976 ... 274 ~J161 442 'I 405 69,7 704 217 \~ -
1977 ... 198 '998 127 .' 225 317 431 .206 145 :;: .... 

" 

1978 ... 227 998 118 262 128" 18 ;: 287 95 
'\~79 .. ,. 209 727 93 198 198 - 256 326 

1980 ... 208 630 82 157 188 - 289 424 
1981 ... 192 631 46 156 130 - 305 523 

" 

, Girls' cases 

0 

" ':1 

1972 ... 36 59 131 69 (( 116 721 - 54 
1973 ... 23 88 162 37 '" 121 710 - 54 
1974 ... 21 101 174 29 95 718 - [7 43 
1975 ... 1:4 111 149 53 107 757 - 29 
1976 ... 9 127 87 ,,31 (f122 745 - 32 
1977 ... 7 114 21 20 39 558 c' 51 30, 

.1978 ... 29 " 107 32 17 45 36 41 19 
1979 ... 10 r03 24 16 34 - 20 84 
1980 ... 17 129 18 19 22 '- 33 74 
1981 ..• 35 95 7 13 18 - 32 130 

I In August, 1977, the Juvenile Act was amended, changing ungovernable behavior from a delinquent 
offense to a dependent matter. Runaway from institution or agency which had been included,in 
ungovernable behavior remained a delinquent offense: 

2Includes arson . 

o • 

(f 
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INJURY TO PERSON 

BURGLARY 

ROBBERY 

LARCENY 

AUTO THEFT 

OTHER THEFT 

WEAPONS OFFENSES 

SEX OFFENSES 

DRUG OFFENSJ;'S 

MALICIOUS MISCIDEF 

RUNAWAY 
FROM INSTITUTION 

OTHER OFFENSES 

o 

FAMILY COURT DIVISION -1981 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF OFFENSES 
DELINQUENT CASES DISPOSED OF 'IN 1981 

5 10 15 20 25 

I 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

TABLE 25 

OFFENSES AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION: 1970, 1978 TO 1981 

Offenses 

Total cases. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Injury to person • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Burglary .................... 
Robbery .•............. . ' .... 
weeny . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Auto theft .................. 
Other theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Weapons offenses .............. 
Sex offenses. . . . . .'. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Drug law violation • . • • .'. • • • • • • • • 
Malicious mischief • • • . • • . • • • • • • • 
Ungovernable behavior1 ••••••••••• 

Runaway from institution 1 •••••• .; •• 

All other offenses .............. 

All offenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

0 

Injury to person ............... 
Burglary .................... 
Robbery .................... 
!.,arceny .................... 
Alito theft .................. 
Other theft • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • • • • 
W~apons offenses ......................... 
Sex offenses .................................. 
Drug law violation ••••••.•••..•• 
Malicious mischief .'. • • • • . • • • • • • • 
Ungovernable behavior ..................... 
Runaway from institution .................. 
All other offenses ............................ -
1 See footnote 1 Table 24. 
t Less than 0.5 percent. 

1970 

17,327 

2,523 
2,921 
1,475 

599 
1,714 
1,080 

730 
399 
724 

2,653 
2,031 

-
478 

100 

15 
17 
9 
3 

10 
6 
4 
2 
4 

15 
12 
-
3 

Delinquency cases disposed of 

1981 1980 1979 

13,183 11,765 12,524 

2.116 1,819 2,011 
2,680 1,985 2,494 
2,282 1,972 1,684 
1,723 1,828 2,322 
1,{)83 950 648 

545 551 629 
441 370 438 
227 225 219 
726 759 830 
370 486 563 

- - -
337 322 276 
653 498 410 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

100 100 100 

16 15 16 
20 17 20 
17 17 13 
13 16 19 
8 8 ~ 
4 5 5 
3 3 3 
2 2 2 
6 6 7 
3 4 4 
- - -
3 3 2 
5 4 3 , 

79 

1978 

12,568 

2,005 
2,849 
1,563 
1,922 

690 
637 
443 
256 

1,105 
602 
54 

328 
114 

100 

16 
23 
12 
15 
5 
5 
4 
2 
9 
5 

t-
3 
1 
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80 FAMILY COURT DIVISION- 1981 

TABLE 26 Q 

SOURCE 'OF REFERRAL BY SEX AND RACE: 1981 

Delinquency cases disposed of 

;-c.\ . Boys 
Source of reference 

Total Non-
Total White white Total 

Total cases ...• 0 ••• '. 0 0 0 13,183 1'1,816 3,051 8,765 1,367 

Police arrests .......... -:. 12,135 11,069 2,785 8,284 1,066 
Percent 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .' 0 92 94 91 95 78 

Other referrals (total) : 0 0 0 00 1,048 747" 266 481 301" 

" 
Authorities outside p~ • e •• 150 134 25 109 ,16 
Individual ............. 816 550 220 330 266 
Parent or relative ......... 74 56 20 36 18 
School authorities . . ...... 7 6 1 5 1 
Family Court ........... 1 1, - 1 -

;' (1' 

I· 
{\ 

:\ r 

" 
.--'~ '""". ~ _ ._~ .~_""."" •• ~_~_4.<~<," 

Girls 

White 

417 

339 
81 

18 

4 
69 

5 
-
~ 

c: 

Npn~ 

white --
950 

727 
\:) 

I~. 
77 

'.I v 

223 

17 
197 

13 
1 
--, 

I 
1 

(\ 
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TAB~p 27 ;j 
" 

RESIDENCE OF CHILD AND MARI1AL STATUS OF NATURAL PARENTS: 1981 
! 

~ ; 
" 

'1 
-.- Children 1 in delinquency cases disposed of q 

J, 

Residence of child and 
marital status of parents Boys Girls 

0 c Total 
Non- No~-" 

II 
H 
IJ 

11 "J.. 

" Total [White white Total White white '.I 

Total children 0 0 0 0 0 0 • • '0 0 • -. 0 0 " 8,847 7,717 2,180 5,537 1,130 348 782 
11 '. 

Child living with: Q 

J, 
'11 

\1 

Both parents '0 0 0 ._ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 2,508 2,232 1,019 1,213 276 120 156 H 
" 

Parent and step-parent 0 0 • : • • • • • 402 348 121 227 54 24 30 
Mother .................. 4,508 3,917 756 3,161 '$91 134 457 
Father ............. : ...... 363 319 98 221 4:4 17 27 

<1 
P 
~ 
H 
q 
, 

Other family home2 • • • , • . • 0 • 0 692 610 89 521 82 20 62 
Institution .. " ...••.. ~ ...•. 116 100 26 74 16 4 P 
Independent residence •.••••••• 16 9 4 5 -. 7 3 4 
Not reported . ........... ";, 242 18C:; 67 115 60 26 34 

" 

Marital status of parents ........ 8,847 7,717 2,180 5,537 1,130 348 782 

Married ................. 2,519 2,237 1;032 1,205 2B2 126 156 " 
Parent(s}deceased ••..••• 0 ••• 1,079 948 205' 74~ 131 26 °105 
Divorced . . . ............. 464, 4p ·159 I 252 53 22 31 
Separated •••••••..•••••.. 2,383 2,050 451 1,599 333 108 225 
Not :married . . ' .... It ••• ~ •••• 616 548 23 525 68 6 ,~2 
Not reported .............. 1,786 1,523 310 1,213 263 60 203 

,-

1 S~e footnot~ 2, Table 15. 
2~ith relatives, foster parents, guardian, etc. 
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Sex and year 

Total children 

1977 .... 
1978 .... 
1979 .... 
1980 .... 
1981 .... 

Boys 

1977 .... 
1978 .... 
1979 .... 
1980 .... 
1.981 .... 

Girls 

1977 .... 
1978 .... 
1979 .... 
1980 .... 
1981 .... 

FAMILY COURT DiVISION - 1981 
"(I 

TABLE., 28 

MARITAL S1'ATUS OF NATURAL PARENTS AND 
NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN 1 

Children in delinquency cases disposed of 

Parental marital relationship 

Parent(s) Not 
Total Married deceased" Divorced Separated married 

., 

8,887 " ,3,317 1,188 525 3,142 448 
8,810 3,169 1,211 520 2,971 512 
8,694 2,904 1,108 505 2,371 680 
8,071 " 2,426 1,049 467 2,182 5,52 
8,847 2,519 1,079 464 2,383 616 

7,648 2,919 1,033 430 2,676 ' .. 373 
7,831 2,877 1,078 463 2,609 461 
7,653 2,628 955 460 (I 2,075 603 
7,033 2,115 937 416, (1,884 487 
7,717 2,237 94,8 411 .2,050 548 

~: 

1,239 398 155 95 466 75 
979 292 133 57 362 51 

1,041 276 153 45 296 
" 

77 
1,038 311 112 51 298 65 
1,130 282 131 53 - 333 68 

u 

1 See footnote 2, Table 15. 

Not 
reported 

" 
267 
427 

1,126 
1,395 
1,786 

.::. 

(I 

217 
343 
932 

". 1,194 
1,523 

50 
84 

"194 
201 
263 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

TABLE 29 

RESIDENCE ()F CHILD: 1977 TO 19'81 
,.~. 

\\ 

Children in delinquency cases disposed of 

Residence of child 
" Race, sex 

and year With 
Total parent In other 
~ 

With both. and step- With With family 
parents parent mother father home l 

" ;::"::':---

j-, 

T,i ... ~l ,..'h.1..1 .. o ft .a.v. _ _ ~&£&U. ... ..., ... 

1977 ..... 8,887 3,292 501 3,878 336 645 
1978 ..... 8,810 3,157 421 4,011 322 667 
1979 , .... 8,694 2,912 413 4,082 326 661 
1980 ..... 8,071 2,402 377 4,065 309 651 

402 4,508 363 
;'.: 

692 1981 . .... 8,847 2,508 

Boys 

1977 ..... 7,648 2,904 .. 406 3,332 301 526 
1978 ..... 7,831 2,866 372 3,555 294 ~,581 

1979 ..... 7,653 2,637 372 3,573 297 ~'~~567 

1980 ..... 7,033 2,097 3.33 3,547 274 587 
1981 ..... 7,717 2~232 348 3,917 319 ,. 610 

Girls 
:, 

1977 . , ... 1,239 388 95 546 35 119 
1978 ..... 979 291 49. 456 28 86 
1979 ..... 1,041 275 41 509 29 94 ., 
1980 ..... 1,038 305 44 518 35 64 
1981 ..... 1,130 27~ 54 591, ,44 82 .. 

1 With foster parents, relatives, guardians, etc. 

2In instituti0ll or independent residence. 

., 

Other2 

134 
110 
135 
129 
132 

97 
75 
97 
94 

109 . , . 

':, 37 

35 
38 

" 
35 
23 

83 

" 
Not 

reported· 

101 
122 
165 
138 
242 

82 
88 

lio 
iOl 
182 

. 

-

19 
34 
55 
31 
60 
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84, FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE ~O 

TYPE OF DISPOSITION: 1977 TO 1981 

" 

Delinquencx cases disposed of 
Type of disposition 

Total cases. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Referred elsewhere for disposition . . . 
Dismissed, discharged, adjusted . .. .. .. 
Probation or supervision ................ 
Commited,to: 

Institution for delinquents ,', ............ 
Other inst~tutions, agencies, or 

individuals ...................... o ..... 

Referred to criminal court .. .. .. .. 1 .... 

Resititution or fmes . . . . . . . . ... 
Adjudged delinquent2 . . . . . . . . . . . 
Others .................... 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

Referred elsewhere for disposition. . . 
Dismissed, discharged, adjusted !* ...... 

Probation or supervision ................ 
Committed to: 

Institution for delinquents ............ 
Other institutions, agenCies, or 
individual~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Referred to criminal court .............. 
Restitution or fmes ...................... 
Adjudg~d delinquent .................... 
Others ................... 

1 Less than 0.5 p~rcent. 
2See footnote 1, Table 31. 

i, 

1981 

13,183 

119 
5,333 
5,145 

0 

1,162 

162 
235 

55 
724 
248 

100 

1 
40 
39 

9 

1 
2 

1 -
5 
2 

1980 1979' 1978 
0 

11,765 12,524 12,568 

110 122 248 
4,850 4,755 5,576 
4,700 1:'"'5,708 5,144 

[178 704 675 

163 218 141 
156 94 76 
61 68 49 

607 733 505 
240 122 154 

100 100 100 

1 1 2 
41 3~ 44 
40 45 41 

" " 

7 5 5 

1 2 1 
,,1 ,'. 1 1 
1 1 - 1 

5 6 4 
2 1 1 

I! 

. , 1977 
L~~ 

~'12315 
,~ 

221 
6,230 
4,398 

593 

135 
122 " 

74 
'350 
192 

100 

2 
50 ,. 

36 

5 

1 
1 
1 
3 
1 

JUVENIJ;.E DELINQUENCY 85 

TABLE 31 
, 

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF THROUGH COURT HEARING AND 
INTAKE INTERVIEWS - TYPE OF DISPOSITION BY SEX AND RACE: 1981 , . -. ' ,- Delinquency cases disposed of 

!.' 

Boys Girls 
" 

Type of disposition Total 
" 
Non- Non-

I:: 
Total White white Total White white 

.' " ,~. c 

Total cases. • .'. • • • • • • • . 13,183 "11,816 3,051 8,765 1,367 417 950 
.-, 

Referred elsewhere (total) ..•• (. 119 104 42 62 15 5 10 

Authorities outside the city •. .. ,'" . 57 51 27 24 6 5 1 
Counseling and referral ........ ;; 61 52 15 , 37 9 - 9 
Municipal Court ................ " 1 1 .... 1 - - -

Discharged or adjusted (total) . 5,333 4,702 1,180 3,522 631 214 417 
, 

Discharged at court hearing .. 1,105 999 , 237 762 106 27 79 
oj " 

~) 

Adjusted at Youth Study' 
Center .......................... 1,086 862 331 531 224 88 136 

Determined . . • • . . . . • • . 453 412 90 322 41 17 24 
Petition withdrawn " 2,639 '2,384 ,508 1.876 255 80 175 ............ 
Other . 50 45 14 31 5 2 3 .. .......................... 

(I 

Probation (total), 
,;~ 

~ .............. 5,145 4,540 1,313 3,227 605 165 440 

Probation . • .' . . • • • • • ',' 2,363 2,163 5'16 1,647 200 44 156 
" 55 45 12 33 10 4' 6 Clinical services probation ... 

Intensive probation ........ , .... 178 171 34 137 7 - , 7 
Probation and restitution .•• 194 189 59 130 5 (I I' 4 
Consent Decree .. .............. 2,217 1,862 650 1,212 355 109 ~. 246 
Consent Decree with I:. 

restitution ..••••...•• 138 110 42 .. 68 28 ;, 21 

Commitments (total) ....... 1,324 1,291 23~ 1,056 33 10 23 
" 

Institution for delinquents .. , 1,1~2 1,146 184 962 16 1 15 
Public/private agencies .... qo 119 45 74 11 .• 8 :? 
Mental health facility . 32 " 26 6 20 6 1 5 ..... 

Referred to criminal court ... 235 234 29 
'.1 

205 1 - 1 

Restitu tion or fines ....... 55 53 
" 

24 29 4, 1 1 

" Adjudged delinquent 1 •••••. ' 724 689 131 558 35, 8 ,,27 

Adjudged dependent .... " .. 65 54 ' 18 36 11 2 9 
I:' 

138 
0 

Fines paid .... ;- ....... 172 75 63 34 12 22 ,-
Others .......... " .... 11 11 4 l' - - -.- v '., .--" 
1 Cases ill which a child alreaay committed or on prubatiQn 1s adjudged delinquent on a' new c3'large 
and.remflins"onwobation or ill commitment. 

I 
I 
i, 

I 
j 

I 
! 
1 
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86 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 32, 

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF AT COURT HEARINGS '
TYPE OF DISPOSITION BY SEX AND RACE: 1981 .. 

Delinquency cases disposed of 
.~~ i. ~ 

Type of disposition Boys Girls 
Total 

Non-
Total White white Total White 

Total cases. • • • • • . • • • • • 11,856 10,756 2,626 8,130 1,100 3J7 
-, 

Referred elsewhere (total) ... SO 44 23 21 fj 5 
;:1 

Authorities outside the city .• 49 43 23 20 6 ,~/ 5 
Municipal Court 1 1 -• 0 •••••• 1 - i) -

Dismissed or discM.rged " 
(total) ............... 4,247 3,840 849 2,991 401 126 

Discharged. • • • '. • • '. • • • • 1,105' 999 237 762 106 27 
Determined . ~ . 1. • • • • • • • 453 412 90, 322 41 17 
Petition withdrawn ' •••• ~. 2,639 2,~84 508 1,876" 255 80, 
Other ," ...... II. , ••••••• 50 45 14 31 5 2 

Probation (total) " 5,145 4,540 1,313 3,227 605 165 ........ 
Probation .. " .......... 2,363 2,163 516 1,647 200 44 

, Clinical seIVices probation. • • 55 45 12 33 10 4 
Intensive probation · ..... L78 171 34 137 7 -
Probation, and restitution o • 0 194 189 ~9 130 5 i 
Con5ent Decree 0 0 • 0 • 0 0 • 0 2,217 1,862 650 1,212 355, 109 
Consent Decree with " 

, 

restitu tion • • 0 0 • • • • • 0 0 
, 138 110 42 68 \\ 28 7 

Commitm~nts (total) · ..... 1,324 1,291 " 235 qJS6 33 10 

1:1'46 
. 

'(:: 

institution for delinqqents • 0 1,162 184 962 ' ,,16 1 
Mental health facility. 0 • 0 0 0 32 2fj ,6 20 6 ' 1 
'Agencies' ••• e, ••••••• ". 130 119 4S 74 11 8" 

" 

Referred to criminal court . ~ .. 235 234 29 205 1 -
U 

RestitutionoI fines 
, " 

... ~ ... S5 53 24 29 2 1 

Adjudged delinqu.ent l • '0 ~. : 724 ,', ff 689 131 558 ,35 8 ::;; ~ /J 

Adjudged d~pendent ",65 , 
(,51, 18 o 36'~ 11 2 · ..... 

" 
~! . 

'J 

Others ...... -...... ~ .. 11 11 4 7 - ~. 

1 See footnote 1, Table 31. , 
.,1) 

~ ) 

Non-
white -
783 

1 

1 
-

281 

79 
24 

175 
3 

440 

156 
6" 

7 
4, 

246 

21 

23 

15 
"5 

3 

"~;.:.:'\ 
1 

1 
'. 

27 

9 
,~. 

-
; 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

/ TABLE 33 
, II 

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF THROUGH INTAKE 
INTERVIEWS AT YOUTH STUDY CENTER: 1981' 

Total cases. . • • . • • • • • • • 

Adjusted ............. 
Ref~rred to Counseling and 

Referral Service • • • • • . • • 
Referred to other 

au thorities • • • • • • . .". • • 
Fines paid ••••.•••••••• "" 

Ii 
J 

" 

o 

o 

'," 

c

Total c 

" . 
Total 

1,327 1,060 

1,086 862 

61 52 

8 8 
172 138 

Boys Girls 

Non-
White white Total White 

425 635 267 100 

331 531 224. 88 " 

15 37 9 -

4 4 H - -
75 63 34 12 

/ 

87 

Non-
white 

" 
167 

136 

9 
"."' 

-
22 

,() 

I.> ' 
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88 FAMILY COURT DIVISION :""1981 

TABLE 34 

REASON FOR REFERRAL AND TYPE OF DISPOSItION -
BOYS' DELINQUENCY CASES: 1981 

" Delinquency cases disposed of 

Re- Dis- Referred 
Offenses ferred charged to 

Total else- or ad- Pro- Commit- criminal 
where justed l pation ments court 

<-

Boys' cases .... " ..... 11,816 104 5,391 4,540 1,291 234 
> 

" 
Homicide ............ 45 - 13 11 6 14 
Assa1,llts . . . . . . . . . . . . .' 1,479 7 691 561. 162 42 
Coercion/threats ........ 136 2 85 37 8 1 
Burglary ............. 2,586 13 937 1,237 316 56 
Robbery. . . . . : . . . . , .. 2,139 10 912 789 330 79 
Larceny ............. 1,576 26 700 696 132 3 
Auto theft · .......... 1,142 9 456 450 201 12 
Retail theft . . . . . . . . . . . 117 1 64 34 18 '. -
Receiving stolen property . . . 98 1 57 30 8 -
Other theft · .......... ' 134 1 52 64 10 -
Weapons offenses ....... 382 8 169 178 23 2 
Rape ..... ' ........... 

, 
94, 49 23 13 7· -

'Other sex offenses . . . . . . . 98 - 39 43 12 3 
Diuglaw violation . .. . . . . 631 18 341 240 27 .:{ 

Disorderly conduct ...... 4~ - 35 7 3 -
Vandalism ............ 97 1 48 41 3 -
Arson . . . . . . .. ~ . . . . . . 59 1 . 20 20 8 9 
Resisting an officer ...... I' ,15 1 6 7 1 -
Trespassing · .......... '68 1 25 41 - -
Other mal:i:cious mischief. ". . 46 - 30 13 3 -
Runaway from institution .. 305 - 296 3 5 -
Motor-vehicle violation .... 38 1 27 9 1 -
Non-payment fines/costs •• e_, 346 1 2°f'i - - -
Other ............ ' ...... 139 2 128' 6 1 2 

Others 

256 

1 
16 

3 
27 
19 
19 
14 
-
2 
-
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
-
1 
-
J 
-

141 
-

I Includes 689 cases disposed of as adjudged delinquent for which no breakdown by offense was
e 

available. See footnote Table 3 ~. 

" -- -, ..•... ~ . -"- --.-~. . .. _, __ ~*_~ __ ,_ ._" __ ... ...,..c_ "~.. '. ~,~~ 
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TABLE 35 

REASON FOR REFERRAL AND TYPE OF DISPOSITION _ 
,. ·!GIRLS~ DELINQUENCY CASES: 1981 .} 

J 

i 
if' 

,. Delinquency cases disposed of 
'CC 

Re- Dis-
Offenses ferred charged Other2 

= Total else- or Pro- Commit-

;i 

t! L ,I 
tl 
n .,;,: 1. a 
~~ 

,. where adjusted! bation ments 

Girls' cases ........... ::J1,367 15 666 605 33 48 
"-

Assaults ........ '." ......... A05 5 200 187 10 
Coercion/threats 

·3 · ... . .. .. .. 51 -~. 37 14 
Burglary ............. 

- ..,.. 
94 - '41 46 ' 6 1 

Robbery ......•...... 144 - 48 87 6 3 
Larceny ................. 147 -. 73 66 4 4 
Auto theft ... · . · ....... 35 1 14 18 .2 
Retail theft . . . . . . . . " . -

.57 - 20 37 
Other theft " . . 

- -· . · ..... 45 - 10 35 
Weapons offenses 

- .-· ....... 59 ;2 22 34 1 
Sex ,offenses -

•••• ". ',e ••• 35 1 22 9 2 
Drug violation 

1 ......... 95- 2 35 57 1 
Disorderly conduct 

-· ... \ .. 7 ~: - " 6 1 
V andalism/ arson 

- -
1 0 ' ....... 13 - 7 5 1 

Other malicious mischief ", -... 18 1 13 4 
Runaway from institution .'. 

-. -
3.2 - 30 1 1 

NQn-payment fmes/costs 
-... 96 - 62 - 34 

Othel:' 
-..... " ......... 34 3 26 4 1 . 

. 

I Includes 35 cases adjudged delinqu.ent for which no· breakdown by offense was available See foot-
.. note Table 31. . 

ti 
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2 Includes 1 case referred to criminal court. . H 
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90 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 36 

INSTITUTIONS AND AGENCIES TO,.,WHICH . 
DELINQUENT CHILDREN WERE COMMITTDD: 1981 

New charges Rehearings 
Institution or agency 

Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls 

Total commitments · · ~ · · · 1,324 .1,291 33 762 722 40 , 

State-operated institutions for delinquents · 395 387 8 255 248 7 
;:;:;" 

Youth Development Centers: 
Loysville · . · · · · · · 41 40 1 16 14 2 
Cornwells Heights . 289 288 1 '.' 149 148 1 · · · · 
Waynesburg . . · '. · · · · .'). " · · 6 1 5 10 7 3 
New Castle. · · · · · · 26 ,> 26 - 49 48 1 
Warrendale . . . . · . · · . · · · · 1 - 1 - - -
Forestry Camp #1 2 

. , 

· · · · · . · .. 2 - 2 2 -
For~stry Camp #2 · · · . · · · · .. · 22 22 - 22 22 -
Forestry Camp #3 · · · .. 8 8 - 7 7 -

Other institutions · • '.' II · · · · · · 767 759 8 330 313 17 " 
\> 

Glen Mills · · · · · . , · · · ' . · 284 283 1 97 97 -
St. Gabriel's Hall · · · · · · · · · 188 188 - 66 'i 66 -
St. Gabriel's Day Center " · · · .. · · 51 51 - ~; 85 85 ,-
Sleighton School · · · · · · · · · · · 206 

,! 
199 7 51 40·, ,11 

Sisters of Good Shepherd ;,i 6 · . · · · · . · . · - - - - 6 
" Pa. Jr. Republic. · . · .,' .. · · · · · · · 18 18 - 7 '7 -

" 

St" Michael's. '. 1'8 · · · · . · · . · . · · 19 19 - 18 -
Other. . . · · .". · · . .. · . .- .' .' . · · · · · 1 1 . .,... -- - -

" 

Mental Health facilities · · · · · · · · .. · 32 26 6 21 21 .-
,. 

" Eastern State School and Hospital 
.. .. · · · 21 " 16 5 8 ,8 -

Phila .. Child Guidance Clinic. · · · " · · · 4 4 - 1 1 -
Norristown State Hospital . 4 " c4 11 11 · · · · · · - -

() : 

Hahnemann Community Min Center · · . · 1 "1 - - .- -
Other. . . · · . .. · . . " . · · 0 · · 2 1 1 1 1 -· 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

TABLE 36 - Concluded 

INSTITUTIONS AND AGENCIES TO WHICH 
DELINQUENT CHILDREN WERE COMMITTED: 1981 

. Institution or agency 
New charges 

Total Boys Girls Total 

Private agencies ~ . . · . · . · · · . 130 119 11 156 , 

Southern Home. · . · . .. . · · . · . 33 29 4 50 
Youth Services, Inc. · · . · · . · . 2 1 1 5 
Abraxis Foundation · . · . · . · . · . · 11 9 2 12 
TheBridge ....... · . · . · . · . · . 30 26 4 15 
Gaudenzla House .. . . • • c ••• · · .. · 3 3 - 3 
Penna.Y outh Advocate'Program · . · . · 9 9 - 19 
House of Urn oj a , . · . · · · . · .. · . · · 10 10 - 21 
Childrens Service, Inc. · . · · . · . · · . · 5 5 - 17 
O. I. C. Group Home . · 4 4 2 · · · . · .. '-
Some Other Place. · . · · · . · .,':. 18 18 - 8 
Other .-.... ',,0_-' · . · . · . 5 5 4 · . · · · . · -

" ' 
L ," 

c 

Rehearings 
" 

Boys 

140 

46 
5 
8 

14 
1 

17 
21 
14 , 
2 
8 
4 

91 

Girls 

16 

4 
-
4 
1 
2 
2 
-
3 
-
-
-

i 
I 
I 

I 

'i 
-' 

I" 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

, . " 
A." 
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92 FAMILY COURT DIVISION -1981 

'> TABLE3? 

REHEARINGS* IN DELINQUENCY CASES: 1981 

Through, 
Reason for referral Total court 

and dispositions hearing 

REASON FOR REFERRAL 

Rehearings (total) , 5,625 2,225 •••••••• , ••• -II ••••••••• 

Violation of probation or aftercare •.•.•....•... 1 1 
For discl1arge from institution or agency • _ •••• e, ••• 1,342 214 

" For discharge from probation or aftercare ............ 1,977 117 
Transfer custody ........................... , .................. 35 29 
Consent Decree case relisted. . . • ',' . . . . • . . • • • • 34 31 
Report by order of the court .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,235 1,215 
Case review ........ ·'c" .. .. .. .................................. 587 566 
Motion for amendment ..................................... 5 5 
Runaway from institution or agency ••..•.•.•... 228 21 
Other ............................................. ' ........... 181 26 

{ 

" 
;'J 

" 
DISPOSITIONS 

Rehearings (total) .................. .- ...................... 5,625 2,225 
" 

Motion dismissed or withdrawn •.••.•...•. , •.. 137 133 
Discharge from probation or aftercare •..•.. ; ...• 1,203 53 
Discharge from commitment .................. ' .............. 340 125 
Discharge from commitment with aftercare •.. ,~ ••.. 333 214 
ProbatiQ~ or aftercare ........ , ............... 176 173' 
Runaway returned ••••••••••• e, •• ~ ••••••• 50 11 
Commit to institution for delinquents ••••••• ,,' .• ,585 522 
Other commitments \0, ;r 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .' ·v'·· • • • 177 169 
Remain. as placed . . . . . . ~ . . . . . ~'~ . . . .. . . . . . . 79~ 736 
Discharged from Consent Decree. • ••••••••.••• 

" 
1,717 41 

Record expunged ............ . \! •••••••••• 62 5 
All other dispositions .' ............ ' ........ 46 43 

" 

*S~e page 29. 

:0:: ' 

Without 
court 
hearing I 

'. 3,400 

-
1,128 
1,860 

6 
3 

20 
21 
-

207 
155 

3,400 

4 
1,150 

215 
119 

3 
" 39., 

63 
8 

63 
1,676 

57 
3 
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TABLE 38 

REHEARINGS IN DEPNQUENCY CASES: 1977-1981 

Rehearings disposed of through court 
hearing and without court hearing 

Reason for referral 
anddi~posi~ion~ 

REASON FOR REFE~RAL 

Rehe~ings (tQtal) •. 0,,' •••••••••••• 0,,' 

Violation of probation or aftercare . . . . . . . 0 • 

For discharge from institution or agency ••.•• 
For discharge from probation or aftercare •••.. 
Transfer custody • • • . • • •• . . . • .'. • . . • . 
Consent Decree case relisted. 0"" • • • • • • : : • 

Report by order of the court ;'. • • . • • • . . . • 
Case review ................,... '. • 
MotIon for amendment •• 0 ••• '0" •••• 0 • 

Runaway from institution or agency 0 • • • • • • • 

Other .... '", .................... . 

DISPOSITIONS 

Rehearings (totm) • 0 0 0 • 0 • 0 •••••• " ••• 

Motion dismissed or withdrawn • • • • . • • 0 • • • 

Discharge from probation or aftercare 0 • '. 0 • • • 

Discharge from commitment, •• • • • 0 • 0 • • 0 • 

. Discharge from commitment with aftercare • • • 0 

Probation or aftercare • 0 • • 0 • 0 • • " • • • '. • • 

Runaway Ieturned ••• 0 ••• 0 •• ' ••••••• 0 

Commit to institution for delinquents .. 0 • 0 • 0 

Other commitments • 0 • 0 0 o. • • • • • • • • • • 

Remain, as placed . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . '. . 
Discharged from Consent Decree •• ; 0 o •••• , 

~ecord e~punged . . • . . • . • • . . • , • . . . • . 
All other dispositions. ',' 0 • • • • • 0 • • • 0 • •• 

1981 19~0 1979 1978 1977 

5,625 6,343 6,448 6,476 5,574 

1 2 
1,342 572 
1,977, 3,493 

35; 12 
34 62 

1,235 
587 

5 
~28 
181 

1;360 
43~ 

5 
313 
91 

13 
568 

3,723 
9 

108 
1,202 

378 
150 
282 

15 

5,625 6,343 6,448 

137 
1,203 

" 340 
333 
176 
50 

585 
177 
799 

1,717 
62 
46" 

182 
1,481 

325 
397 
174 
62' 

586 
142 
949 

1,928 
78 
'39 

203 
1,562 

295 
335 
124 

73 
349 
159 
880 

2,289 
139 

40 ' 

33 
528 

3,766 
70 

174 
1,024 

360 
236 
212 

73 

86 
497 

3,141 
39 

151 
. 887 

264 
169 
338 

2 

6,476 5,574 

218 
1,442 

269 
432 
136 
51 

404 
183 
715 

2,305 
207 
114 

156 
1,118 

261 
386 
103 
'56 

,404 
111 
703 

2,035 
160 
81 
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JUVENILE NON-DELINQUENCY'" 

TABLE 39 

JUVENILE NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1977 TO 1981 

1981 1980 1979 1978 

Petitions flled. . . . . . . . . 2,904 2,384 1,727 ' 1,852 

Total cases disposed f. • • •• 11,049 7,489 4,036 2,783 

Through court hearing. . . . 10.967 " 7,418 3,865 .2,622 
Without court hearing . . . . 82 71 171, 161 

,) 

Total dispositions •• ' • e _ • '11,049 7,489 4,036 2,783 

New charges . . . . . . . . . 2,717 2,296 1,619 1,583 
Rehearings. .. . . . . . . . 8,332 5,193 2,417 1.200 

Court sessions ........ 342 274 224 204 

New referrals2 ......... 1,265 1,209 793 766 

1977 

1,504 

2,055 

"1,909 
146 

2,055 

1,215 
840 

169 

659 

f Does not include 283 detention hearings held for emergency protective custody. See page 30. 
2Pamily's lIrst time contact with Family Court. 

J 

I 
I 

~ I (i 

j 

11,000 

9,500 

8,000 

6,500 

5,000 

3,500 

2,000 

800 

\ 
\' 

: 
'1977 

JUVENILE NON-DELINQUENCY 
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TOTAL CASES 
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96 " FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 40 

REASON FOR REFERRAL OF NON-1)ELINQUENCY CASES: 1981 

.' 

New Charges disposed of 
Type of case Fa..'llilies 

Total Boys Girls 

Total cases .... , ........... 2,717 1,437 1,280 0 1,909 
., 

Inadequate care .......................... 1,620 881 739 1,124 
No parent .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1'8 8 10 13 
Neglect ...................... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 408 200 208 241 
Abuse ...................................... 250 116 134 166 
Abandonment .. .. .. .. .................. 42 19 23 25 
Mental/physical health ~) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 42 21 21 40 
Delinquent case referral . . . . . . . . . 86 61 25 82 
Truancy .................. 33 22 11 // 33 
Incorrigibility. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 65 66 126 
Others ....... : ........... 87 

,:' 

44 43 59 

r 
;. 

TABLE 41 
/1>: ~ 

• • ~.! ~ 

SOURCE 'OF REFERRAL-IN N'ON-DELINQPENCY CASES: 1981 
• '. .' I 

~- ,~ , , New charges disposed ()f 
" , 

" 

Source of referral 
Reason for reference 

to court Total Other Dept. of School 

~ II 
indi- Public author- , 

'I 
Parent Relative vidual Welfare ities Court 

, 
Total cases, .......... 2,717 142 112 31 1,963 248 221 

" ,I 

Inadequate care ........ . . . 1,620 10 46 6 1,386 161 11 
No parent ........... 18 - - - 15 - 3 
Neglect ........ , .............. 408 7 49 1 257 57 37 
Abuse .......................... 250 1 6 1 215 - 27 
Abandonment 42 2 " 40 ................ - - - -

. Mental/physical health 42 - - , 1 " 5 - 36 ... " '.' 
Delinquent ,case referral . . . < 86 - - - - - 86 
Truancy ........ " ... 33 - - - - 30 3 
Incorrigibility. . . • ". . . . 131 116 7 6 . 1 -' 1 
Others ............. 87 8 2 16 44 - 17 I ;1 

'f 1'1 
r.l 

.,r F '1 r ·,4 t, 
. ~.~ 

r:j 

JUVENILE NON-DELlNQUENCY 

TABLE 42 ;, 

REASON FOR REFERRAL AND PERCENT 
DISTRIBUTION ~ N'ON-DELINQUENCY: 1977 T'O 1981 

Reason for referral 1981 1980 1979 1978 

Total cases ............ 2,717 2,296 1,619 1,583 

Inadequate care .................. 1,620 ,. 1,019" 506 467 
Noparent ............. 18 31 52 40 
Neglect .. .. .. .. ~ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 408 454 337 336 
Abuse .. .'." ........................ 250 337 239 235 
Abandonment .. ............ " .... 42 77 77 35 
Mental/physical health .. ........ 42 58 67 80 

Delinquent case referral . • . .. 86 112 86 137 
Truancy .......... ' .... 33 39 94 89 
Incorrigibility. . . . . . . . . . . 131 120 102 112 
Other 87 49 59 52 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

" 
100 100 100 100 

Inadequate care ........... 60 44 31 30 
No parent ............. 1 1 3 2, 
Neglect .............. 15 20 21 21 
Abuse ................ 9 15 15 15 
Abandonment " .......... 1 3 5 2 
Mental/physical health ..... 1 3 4 5 

" Delinquent case referral . . . . . 3 5 5 9 
Truancy .............. 1 2 6 6 
Incorrigibility. . . . . . . " . : 5 5, 6 7 
Other ............... 3 2 4 3 

II 

I, 

97 

1977 

1,215 

336 
39 

263· 
177 

34 
36 

187 
59 
18 
66'" 

'I 

100 

28 
3 

22 
15 
3 
3 

15 
5 
1 
5 
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98 FAMILY COURT DIVISION -1981 

TABLE 43 

SOURCE OF REFERRAL AND PERCENT 
DISTRIBUTION - NON-DELINQUENCY: 1977 TO 1981 

Source of referral 1981 1980 1979 1978 

Total cases. . . . . . . . . . . . 2,717 2,296 1,619 1,583 

Parent ............... 142 134 115 129 
Relative .............. 112 88 80 88 
Dept. of Public Welfare ....... 1,963 1,613 753 580 
School authorities . . . . . . . . 248 199 361 351 
Court .......................... 221 242 276 393 
Other ...... , .................. 31 20 34 42 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 100 100 100 100 

Parent ................ 5 6 7 8 
Relative .............. 4 4 5 5 
Dept. of Public Welfare ........ 72 70 47 37 
School authorities ........ 9 9 22 22 
Court .......................... 8 10 17 25 
Other .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 1 2 ,3 

TABLE 44 

AGE OF CHILDREN lN NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 19.81 

.' , 

New charges disposed of 

Reasons for reference Age of children 
to court (, Total 

Under 1 to 5 6 to ,11 12 to 15 16 years, 
1 year years years years and over 

" 

To tal cases. . . . . . . . . 2,717 234 522 615 390 452 

Inad~)quate care ............ 1,620 137 285 372 528 296 
No parent .......... 18 - 7 2 '8 1 
Neglect ...................... 408 46 138 122 77'0 25 
Abuse ........................ 250 28 68 77 55 20 
Abandonment . . . . . . . 42 7 13 15 6 1 
Mental/physical health .. 42 2 - 1 J.8 21 
Delinquent case referral .. 86 - - 6" 52 28 
Truancy ........... 33 - - 1 29 3 
Incorrigibility. . . . . . . . 131 - - - 91 40 
Other ........................ 87 14 11 19 26 17 

" 

JUVENILE NON-DELINQUENCY 99 

TABLE 45 

CHILD'S RESIDENCE AND MARITAL STATUS OF NATURAL PARENTS 

.;. IN NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1981 

-
1977 n 

Children 

1,215 

33 

Child's residence and " " 
\\ " 

.marital status of parents \\ Non- Not Families 
Total '\White white reported 

69 
492 Total cases ............ 2,717 686 1,940 91 1,909 

237 
337 Child living with: 

-:' 
, i 

" ~~ , 

47 
Both parents ........ ,. .......... 228 83 

" 
134 11 152 

100 Parent and stepparent .......... 25 12 12 1 19 
Mother ............•. 859 201 623 35 596 

3 
5 

40 
20 
28 
4 

Father 
' . 

............................ 76 :~4 51 1 57 
Other family home . . . . . . . 249 54 181 14 172 
Foster home. . . . . . . . . .. 54 '10 44 -- 36 
Institution. . . . . . . . . . . . 1,163 287 849 27 835 
Other .............. 6 1 5 - 5 
Not reported .................... 57 14 41 2; 37 

Marital status of parents: 
" 

, 
\ 
~ 

Married " " 

:, .......................... (\ 312 130 168 14 218 
Parent(s) deceased .............. \.1 142 33 100 9 106 
Divorced ............. 36 21 14 

\1 
1 26 

Separated ........................ 523 198 318 7 342 
Not married . . . . . ...... 427 56 360 ~11 309 

i 
i 

I 
~ ;, 

Not reported .................... 1,277 248 980 49 908 tt 
" i 1, 

ti 
~ 

Not 
' reported 

4 

~ 
Il 
U 

~ 
11 '-".,;... 
I' 
U h-
i' 
rt 
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TABLE 46 

TYPE OF DISJ?OSITION AND REASON FOR REFERRAL IN .. 

i. ,. 
\:-

NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1981 

" 

Type of disposition 

" 

Total cases ......... 

Dismissed or discharged . . 
Petition withdrawn .... 

Protective supervision . . ~ 

Parent. . . . .. . ... 
Relative . . . . . ) . . . . 

Placed in custOdY'l: 

Other individual ~.... 
J 

Commit to: 
Dept. of Public Welfare. . 
Private agency. ... ' ... 
Mental health facility .. 

·Others ............ 

1 Includes: No p~J;~nt. 
2Includes: 'Aba.l1~nri1ent. 

In-
Total adequate 1 

care 

2,717 1,638' 

213 121 
185 81 

257 96 

30 13 
129 5.3 
26 12 

'2; 

1,837 1,247 
2 " -

13 "<>' 

25 15 

3Includes: Mental/p~ysicalhealth &Ild truancy. 

p '> 

,,' 
,! 

" 
New ch~ges disposed of 

,Neglect2 Abuse 
Delinq;uent 

case 
referral 

450 250 86 

28 11 1 
48 17 -

'12 29 5 

8 4 -
~9 11 1 
6 

" 
3. -

" 

226 172 75 
- - 2 
1 - - \l 

2 3 2 
, ' 

o 

" , 

In-
" 

corrigi-
bility 

, 
131 ' .. 

, 

12 
.15 

Q 

38 

-
-
1. 

61 
".. 

1 

3 

c 

<-

Other3 

162 

40 
24 

17 

5 
5 
4 

56 
c- -

11 

,~ -

,. J., 

~" 

JUVEt~\ULE NON~DELINQUENCY 
() 

TABLE 47 

NON~DELINQUENCY DISPOSITIONS AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION: 
19'7,'J TO 1981 

" Type of Disposition 1981 1980 1979 ' 1978 

Total cases · · · · . Ii '. · · · ~ · · · . · · · · · 2,717 2,296 1,619 1,583 .. 

Dismissed or discharged 
'. 

· · · · · · · · 0 · · · .. · ':J 213. 168 163 221 
Petition withdrawn · 0 · · · · · · · · · o. · · · · · . 185 195 129 187 
Protective supervision · · · · · · · .. . "' . · · · .':: 257 275 429 366 
Placed in custody of: o. 

Par.ent. . . . · · .~4~. · · · · · · · · · ... · · · · 30 37 39' 34 
R~lative 

., .. · · · · ... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 129 143 139 131 
Other individual y 

26 30 · · · · • ''"i · · · · · · · · · · .. 32 29 
Commit to: 

Dept. of Public Welfare • · · · · · · · · · · · · · ~,837 1,394 612 :544 
Private agency " · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · , " 2 14 19 16 
Mental health facility , . 

13 20 22 . , 
26 · · · · " . ." .. · . · · · , Other " . , . . · · · · · · · , · · · , · · · · · · · 25 20 35 29 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
" 

Q 

, // " 100 100 100 100 '\;1 

Dismissed ordischalged 
• .e' • ". · · · · · · , · · · 8 7 10 14 

Petition withdrawn • , · · · · .. , · · · · · · · · 7 8 8 12 
Pro~ective. supervision " .. · · "'. · · · · · · · .. · 9 12 26 23 
Placed in custo,~y of: 

Parent . . . . · · · ... · · · · · · .. · .~ . '. · . 1 ,,2 2 2 
Relative. ~ ' . ., 5 6 9 .8 , · · · · · ". ". · · · · .. · · · · · · · Other. individual .•.• 

<I', ." 1 .', . · · · .. · · · · · "." . · · · 1 2 2 
Cominit to: 

~.....:::;. 

Dept. of PU:~lic Welfare • " 68 '34 · · · · · · · · · · '.' _. · 61 38 . 
Private agency · · · · · · · .'.)'. · • · · · , '. .... · " 

";'* 1 1 1 
Mentalhealt4 facility 

'. 

· · · · · · · · · · · · . · -'" 1 1 > 2 
Other " . -;)cll!" • '". ~~~ '. '. · · · · • ~ ~e' .':':~ ., · · · · . · 1 1 2 2 Il 

~~.' 

*Less than 0.5 percent. 

· " 
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1977 

" 1,215 

134 
147 
270 ' 

29 
119 
19 

'460 
15 
18 
4 

. '100 

"11 
12. 
22 

2 
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2 
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1 
1 
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i) 
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JI 

TABLE 48 

REHEARINGS I IN NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1977 TO 1981 

Reason for rehear~g and type 
.~f disposition 

Rehearings disposed of through court 
hearing and without court hearing 

11 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 

Reason for rehearing (total) ..•...•. 

For unsatisfactory probation ........ . 
For transfer of custody . • • . . . • . • . . 
For disc~ge from custody or 

cgmmitment ...•...•.•....•• 
For discharge from supervision ••..••• 
Motion for amendment . • • • • • • • • • • 
Report by order of court • • . . • • . • • • 
Case re*iew . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Runaway from custody'. • • . • • . • • • • 

Disposition (total) •..•••••••••• 

,. 
Protective supervision •• ,; ••• ; •••••• 
Committed to: ' 
Dept of Public Welfare .••••••••• 
Mental health facility. • • • • • • • • • •• 
R I t" , " e a lye .q. •••••• ~' •••••••••••• 

Parent ..... \II •••••••••••••• 

Individual • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Agency or institution ••••••••••• 

Remain as placed. • • • • • • • • . • • • • • 
Discharge from: " 

Supervision • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Commitm~nt . • • • • • • • • •• • . : • • 

Motion dismissed or withdrawn • • . • • • 
Others ..................... ,. 

I See page 30. 

8,332 

512 
265 

1 
6,108 
1,430 

16 

270 

269 
9 

72 
83, 
26 
2 

6,752 

301 
478 

66 
4 

5,193 

3 

363 
287 

4,087 
429 

24 

5,193 

248 

248 
17 

104 
66 
44 
18 

3,677 

351 
322 
98 

" 2,417 

1 

160 
254 

1,665 
314 

23 

2,417 

139 

221 
14 
44 
51 
22 

. 20 
, 1,383 

332 
114 
77 

( 

1,200 

75 
167" 

1 
751 
189 

15 

1,200 

106 

89 
14 
.58'-' 
33 
11 
9 

558 

196 
86 

, 34 
6 

840 

2 
19 

63 
158 

4 
456 
129 

9 

840 
" 

61 

58 
2 

4.9 
34 
5 
1 

332· 

f74 
'" 86" 

38. 

o 

o· ' 

H 

JUVENILE - ADULT CASES 

ADULT CA,SES 

TABLE 49 

ADULTS CORRUPTING OR ENDANGERING 
THE WELFARE OF CIDLDREN: 1977 TO 1981 

1981 1980 1979 

'Petitions received • • '. • • • • •• • • . • 1,222 1,219 961 

Total cases (usposed · ... " ........ 1,,198 1,281 934 

New charges ................ 1,139 1,174 847 
" 

Sex offenses . ....... .;::; ........ 459 462 369, 
Non-sex offenses. • • • .• • . . • . • . " 680 , 712 478 

Truancy. • . . .' . . . . . . . . . . . . e{l. 59 107 87 , ., 

Court sessions • • • • • • • • • • • • ',' • • 289 199 174 
" 

New referrals" • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • 1,120 994 844 .-
:J I Individual's lust time contact with Eamily Court 

TABLE 50 

(f 

NEW CHARGESnISPOSED OF - BY OFFENSE, 
SEX AND RACE: 19~1 

0 

" Cases disposed of 

Type of offense Males 
Total 

Non:-
'Total White white Total 

Total cases " . . . ......... ' 1,139 994 273 721 145 

Sex offenses (total) · ...... 459 458 142 316 1 

RaIle ..... ' . . " .... " ..... 200 200 34 166 --
I~', 

Assault and attempted tape • • 42, 42 14 28 -
159 

(l 158 " 90' 1 Indecent assault •••••• ; •• 68 
Commercialized vice • • · ... 3 3 2 1 -

.9 

Other ,sex offenses • • • • .•• 55 55 24 31 -
:~.f ' , , 
(Vt~ , 

680. 536 ' 131 405 144 Non-sex offen~s (total) •• ' •• " , 

1\~avated~ssault · ...... 318, 247 70 177 71 
Assault ••• • •. ·0 •• ·0 ·0, · . .. 35 20 9 11 15' 
Rob~ry . ••• ~'. ~ . • • 166 0) 155 18 137 :11 · • Ii .• " 

Other thefts •••••.•••• 44 40 9 31 4 
Drug law 'Violation · . . · ... 13 ,,11 "6 5 2 

"Q:ueltyor neglect of child. • ~ 38 4 3 1 ,,34 
):Corrupting morals ola'- .' " 

r;:' 

(fhild . ' . " .... ..... ' ...... ' . 33 28 7 21 5 
Other nOli-sex offenses · ... ,33 31 9, 22 2, 

103 

1978 1977 

1,144 1,112 

1,176 1,033 

992 941' 

401 402 
591 545 

184 86 

132 172 

936 903 

" 

Females ", 
., -

Non-
." }Vhite ' white 

28 117 

- " 1 

~ -
- -
- 1 
- -

0, 

- -

,28 116 
" 

13" 58 
3 12 
2 " 9 
1 3 " 
- 2 
7 . 27 

2 3 
- " 2 
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104 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 51 

OFFENSE AND AGEOIi' ADULTS IN ~EW CHARGES 
DISPOSED: OF: 1981 

Type of offense 

Total cases 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0_ 0 0 0 ,0 0 0 

Sex offenses (total) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rape 0000000. 00 ••••• ' 00.0 0 

Assault and attempted rape 0 0 0 0 o· 00 0 0 0 

Indecent assault 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 

Commercialized vice ~ 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other sex offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 • 0 0 0 

Non-sex offenses (total) . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

c 

Aggravated assault 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 • " 0 

Assault. . ,0' '. 0" 0 0 0 o. 0, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rob!Jery ...... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 •• 

Other thefts 0 • 0 0" 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 • 

Drugiaw violation 0 0 • 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 

Cruelty or neglect of child· 0 0 '0 0 0 0 0 0 • 

Corrupting lUoralsof child 00 0 • 0 0 • 0 0 • 

, Other non-sex offenses 0 00 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 

,)/ 

D 

Total 

1,139 

459 

200 
42 

159 
3 

55 

680 

318 
35 

166 
44 
13 
3,8 
33 
33 

Under 
25 

Age 

" 25-50 
years years 

.-

542" 

151 

79 
16 . 
46 

10 

391 

" 150 
21 

146 
34 

9 
113 

~~14 

I ~" A 
, ,,'~ 

o 

535 

266 

HI 
23 
90 

3 
39 

" 269 

153 
14 
20 
10 

4 
25 
15 
28 

. ' 

'Over 
,50 years 

62 

42 

10· 
3 

23 

20 

15 

4" 
"I 

... _~<,~,., ___ < •• , 'or'~' ___ , .... "_~ 'r-o.~_~. __ V"·""'''·'' ~.",-

HUNDREDS -. 

900 
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" 800 

700 
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Ii 
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1981 
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106 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 52 

OFFENSE AND DISPOSITION OF ADULTS: 1981 

Dispositions 
, 

Dis-
Offenses Total charged Pre-in-

or Held for dictment Commit-
withdrawn trial probation Probation ment Others I 

Total cases. • • . . . . 1,198 521 382 94 124 47 30 

Sex offenses (total) .. 459 162 192 40 43 18 4 

Rape, ......•...• 200 73 125 - - - 2 
Assault and attempted 

42 19 23 - - - -rape ......... 
Indecent assault 159 58 37 25 27 12 -... 
Commercialized ... 

VIce . '~ ••••••• I> 3 1 - 2 - - -
Other sex offenses .,. 55 11 7 13 16 6 2 

Non-sex offenses 
(total) ••.•.•.•. 680 315 190 .54 81 29 11 

318 148 91 23 37 19 - " Aggravated as~ult • . 
Assault ........ 3S 16 1 10 5 2 1 
Robbery •••••••• 166 70 92 2 - - 2 
Other thefts.. • • • • 44 22 3 2 12 3 2 
Drug taw violation • • 13 7 1 2 3 - -
Cruelw or negl~ct ,. 

1 
, 

of child ••.••.••• 38 13 1 10 13 -
Corrupting morals 

of a child ••••••• 13 14 1 5 10 2 1 
" Other non-sex 

1 2 5 offenses 33 25 - - '. ~ ........ ,~, 

Truancy cases 59 44 - - - - 15 ..... 
I Includes ,sentence suspended, f'mes and costs, and referrals .to other units ~f the court, or DPW • 

• P-., 

. i 

j 

r 
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(I 

JUVENILE ~ ADULT CASES 

TABLE 53 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DISPOSITIONS 
ADULT CASES: 1977 TO 1981 

Type of disposition 
Adult cases disposed of 

1981 1980 1979 1978 

Total ca.ses. . .'. . . • . . . . . . . .. . . . • 1;139 1,281 934 1,176 

Dismissed or discharged . .......... 477 505 333 458 
Held for trial • • • • • ~. • . • • • • . • . • • • 382 560 389 366 
Pre-indictment probation . • • • • • • • . • • 94 100 92. 158 
"Probation • • . • • ~ • •.• • . . ~ • • '. • .~ • • 124 61 86 111 Co mn1itted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 15 8 14 Other ....................... 15 40 26 69 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 100 100 100 100 

Dismissed pr discharged. •.• • ~ • • • • • • • 42 39 36 39 
Held for trial • • • . • • • • • •• • • • • . • • 34 44 42 31 
Pre-indiqtment probation •.••••••••• 8 8 10 13 
Probation .". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 11 5 9 9 
Comnrltted . . '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 1 1 1 Other ...... ~ ......... ' ........ 1 3 2 6 

(: 
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1977 

1,033 

355 
406 
112 
89 

7 
64 

100 
\ 

34 
39 
11 

9 
1 
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Er~l"ORCEMENT CASES 

.,TABLE54 

ENFORCEMENT UNIT SUMMARY: 1977 TO 1981 

" 
1981 1980 1979 

Petitions filed or received t ....... \I • \11_ ••• 422 362 477 

Total cases disposed . . . . .". ,. ....... 318 249 414 

Through court hearing. . . . . . • . . 0 • 0 • • 283 223 404 

Petitions .....•..• 0 ••••••••••• 23 17 25 

Delinquent · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,. 1 - 2 
Non-delinquent . . 0 • • • 0 0 • 0 ; 0 0 • 0 .- 22 17 23 

Motions •••••••••••••• \I •••••• 260 206 370 

Delinquent • •••••••••••••• \I •• 92 46 57 
Non-delinquent 0 0 • • • • 0 0 0 • • • • 0 .. • 168 160 313 

Attachments · ................. - - 9 

Delinqu~nt • •••••••••••••• \I • • - - 1 
Non-delinquent c~ • • 0 0 • • • • • • • • • • 0 - - 8 

Without court hearing 
Miscellaneous petitions ••• \I •••••• . . . 35 26 10 

Delinquent · .................. - 35 14 10 
Non-delinquent ..•..• 0 • .- •••••• 0 - 12 -

, - Court sessions · . ~ ............... 27 19 21 

1 Includes motions and attachments. 

I 

1978 1977 
.-

634 831 

-' 
555 603 

494 535 

22 21 
. , 

- " 2 
22 19 

468 433 

3 7 
465 426 

4 81 

4 7 
- 74 

61 68 

61 68 
- -

" . 
20 20 

. 
I) 

It 

D I. 

/ .. I! I II 
\'--,17 

JUVENILE - ENFORCEMENT CASES 

TABLE 55 

REASON FOR REFERRAL AND'DISPOSITIONS OF 
: ENFORCEMENT UNIT CASES: 1981 

Reason for referral 
and dispositions 

Cases disposed of (total) • . • . . . . • • i' ,0 • • • 

Deli."1quent ..• 
Non-delinquent .•••.•••.•.•.• 0 • 0 . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . 

Reason for referral: 

Discharge .from DPW • • • • • . . . . . . . . . • 
Support order: 

Place 
Vacat~ .. 0 • • • •• • ••••••••••••• 

••• \I •••••••• '" ••••• t •••• 

Transfer. . . . •. 0 

Restitution: • • .• ...... .. 

Transferred to unclaimed fund. . . • . 0 0 • • 

Remit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. \I.... 
Disposition: 

Discharged from DPW ....................... 
Support order: 

Placed Vaca.ted ....................................... . 
.... '. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. 

TranSferred . . • . . . . . . . 
Dismissed or with~a~ 0 •••••••••• 0 • 

.. .. .. .... ...... .. .. 
Restitution: 
Transferred to unclaimed fund ' 
Remit 0 •••••••••• ' ••• :: : • :: : : : 

,', 

Total Court 
hearing 

318 283 

128 93 
190, 190 

172 172 

16 16 
1 1 
8 8 

35 -
86 86 

171 171 

6 6 
1 1 '. 
8 8 

11 11 

35 -
86 86 i' 
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THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH 

I) 

r/ INTRODUCTORY 
(I 

The Domestic Relations Branch deals with most types of 
family conflicts including spousal abuse, but its greate~t ,volume 
of work concerns the obtaining of support· for children from 
legally responsible parents and in settling custOdy disputes with 
respect to children. 

. As a result of the enactment of P.L. 9~-647 in 1975, (com
monly known as the . Child Support Enforcement Act (IV D 
Program), a tremendous volume of work continues tobe rec'eiv
ed by the Doinestic ~elations Branch. 

Since ,. 1979, significant changes have taken place in the 
Domestic Relations Branch resulting in a streamlining of proce
dures an.d the ability to provide even better service to the 
public th'an has been provided in the past. '~~ .. 

. Systems and pr~cedures implemented' enabled cases to' be 
processe'(j more efficiently. These procedures: induded a system 
of mandatory preliminary conf.erences in support cases which 
has as its purpose" the prompt an<i comprehensive disposition 
of questions of support. The conference itself has two major 
dbjectives. The first is to make an effort to reach. an agreement 
between the parties at the conference. If an agreement cannot 
be reached, the second objective for the conference is to colIect 
all relevant social and fmanciaI infonnation from the parties 
and to make a written report and a recomme:p.dation which will 
be 6fassistance to the court when the matter is listed fora hear
ing in court. 

A Writ 'Servers' Unit, created in' 1979, personally serves ali 
parties with orders to appear at conferences or court hearings. . 

,. .) 

In 1979, with the assistance of our court data processing 
personnel, a system of automated delinquency notices was 
initiated. Not only did this system result in increased collections 
and more effective' enforceme'ht techniques, it enabled purging 
the files of closed cases. In addition, issuance of wage attach
ment orders was automated which includes automatic follow 
up notice to employers who do not comply advising them of 
legal actionofor non-compliance of the order. 

, t' , 

'. In June" 1980, a. purchase .of service agreement was execuJe.d 
between the court ,.and Pre-Trial Services for service o( pench 
warrants. This contract was renewed in 1981. 

)'J'./ 
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The court also signed a contrad with Internal Revenue 
Service under IRS Project 41 Q. 

Philadelphia Family Court, was approved by the Federal 
Office of Child Support Enforcem~ht for a Parent Locator 
Service terminal for direct access to federal records to locate an 
absent parent for child support. The termirial .w~ insta.Ded and 
is operational. A Department of Welfare termmal was mstalled 
which provides direct access to infonnation in a welfare case. 

A contract is being readied between the court and the Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles which will allow, the Parent Locator Service 
to install and· use a Bureau of Motor Vehicle terminal for the 
purpose of l~catirig absent parents. A PLS "hotllne:' with .24 
hour service is expected to be installed in 1982 and will provIde 
information leading to the location of abs~nt parents. 

In 1979 a Legal Unit w~ also cfeated. Under the direction 
of a supen:ising attorney, four attorneys appear inC?U~ in Aid 
to Families with Dependent Children cases to atdm both 
establishment and enforcement of support orders. Measures are 
b~ing taken to implement a system for coding ~ases, as well as, 
procedu~es for all cases f.tIed under the protectIon from abuse 
act. 

A significant development in the Domestic Relations Branch 
was the relocation of staff which occupies nine floors of space 
in a center city office building at 1600 Walnut Street. Personnel 
at this location~ process all cases involving public welfare re
a.pients who have ~signedrights of support to the Comm<?n
wealth and all case's involying the establishment of paternIty 
for children who are porn out of wedlock. In addition, ~ t~e 
Legal Unit, the Writ Servers' Unit and the Parent Locator UnIt 
are housed at this location. 

PROCEDURE FOR SUPPORT CASES 
" ,,' 

When 'cases are of a lqcal nature, ie., wher~both of the' 
parties involved reside in ~rhiladr,lphia, the matter is first dealt 
with in the court by an intake officer who prepares the com
plaint for support and ,performs other dutiesr~1.a~ed lothe 

r, opening of a new f.tIeor retrieving an existing file . W,hen the. 
" '<) complam,t for support is filed on behalfof~he Department of 

\ 
" \ 

-~-----~ 
----~---
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Public Welfare,' the complaint is prepared from information 
contained in the referral documents received from that agency, 
or froni the plaintiff who comes to the cou,rt. In addition, many 
complaints and petitions are fIled by private counsel. .All com
plaints for support are wholly civil in ~ nature, and 110' reference 
is made in the caption to indicate in any manner that it is a 
criminal proceeding. No fee is charged for the" filing of a com
plaint for support. 

If the applicant for support is present, he or she i'sJnformed 
by the intake officer that a mandatory preliminary ~onference 
will Gbe scheduled and held' and that both parties. in the case will 
be served with court orders requiring them to appear with proof 
of income and expenses., 

. Complaints are then referred to the Hearing Officers' Unit 
and cases are scheduleo for conferences. A copy of the com
plaint fued, together with a, court order to appear, is served 
upon the defendant by. mail; copies of orders to appear are sent 
to counsel of record. In cases where a defendant fails to respond 
to the service by mail, a copy of the 'order to appear and related 
documents are perSonally served upon him by writ servers who 
are employed by the Domestic Relations Branch for that 
purpose. 

,-. It is usually necessary 'for both parties to be present at the 
conference so that fmancial and social status of the parties can 
be obtained and sO that agreements as to the amount of a 
support order, visitation and related matters can'" be discussed 
and completed. 

When ~ agreement is reached by the parties, the agreement 
is reduced to writing and a court ,ordeJ is prepar~d containing 
the terms of the agreement. Theordeiis then signed by a judge 
and becomes an enforceable court order. ~ ~ 

If no agreement for support can be reached, the heating 
officer prepares a report for the court summarizingbackgrpund 
social information along with verifications of expenses and 
income~ The . report also contain~ . a" recommendation for, an 
atllQuntof SUpport .. ,The case is then 1is~ed fot a court hearing. 

" 
A system of listing protractea cases was also imple;mented(Cfl- ~ 

Petitions" fa . modify or vacate court orders are, filed fu.'all 
. appropriate instanqes either by the Doi:nesncRelations staff or 

.. ' '.,):',~'; - ". ~'-' "',' .:;) ",' " 
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116 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

by private counsel. ProceduT:~s similar to those discussed pre
viously are utilized ill holdingmandatory 'preliminary hearings 
in an' effort to amicably resolve the matter thereby diverting 
cases from court hearings. 

RECIPROCAL CASES 

In reciprocal cases where the defendant resides in ~mother 
state or county, the intake officer prepares the complaint and 
the "testimony" of the pl~iritiff. Following the filing of a com
plaint for support, the intake officer prepares a cer~ification 
and order to forward to the other jurisdiction which is known 
as the responding jurIsdiction. The court continues to follow 
up on the plaintiffs interest in the case. The responding juris
diction 'to whlch' the papers hav~ be'en forwarded obtains 
jurisdiction of the defendent and proceeds to establish pater
nity.. An order for support is then made and enforced. ' 

When Philadelphia is the jurisdiction in which a defendant 
lives and ,an action for support against the defendant is, in
stitllted in anothet county or state, the documents initiated in 
the other. jurisdiction are received and processed in the Domes
tic Relations Branch. Procedures when, Philadelphia is a re
sponding jurisdJction are quite .sim.ilar to those used in local 
cases; however,. niost conferences, hearings and court proceed
ingsare unilateral with only the defendant being present. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF PATERNITY :1 

" In .cases which invol~e the establishment 0'[ paternity of a 
child, special proced~re~ are. in effect. Paternity may be 
established by a vOlunt.arY acknQwledg~mentof the father, in 
which("case his acknowledgement is reduced t() writing ,and made 
an order of the court. In such cases,"after the 'establishment of 

tf' 

"paternity, the heaT:d1gofficer proceeds in an effort to co~clude 
an agreement for support. When no voluntary acknowledgement 
of paternity is obtained, the case is listed forcourt,sQ that the 
issue'of paternity' can b,e judicially determined. All 'paternity 
trials are civil trials; they are usually non-jury trials unless either, 
partY, demands atrl,alby jUIY~ ", , 

'Blood 'test~'of the n~puted 'father, t4e9hil~ ~ndthymother ~. 0 

can be requested b)' any party ororder~4by the court 'on its' , 

" 
" ' 

'" 

/, 
,J 
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own motion. Special procedures. are in effect with respect to 
having blood studies performed. The court contracted with 
Metpath to take blood samples fhi H.L.A: tests on premises at 
1600 Walnut Street. ' 

'> ' 

, , 
( ENFORCEMENT 

(. 

Special Enforcement Units' operate 'to insure" cOn;tpliance 
with court ord'ers. Also, in an effort· to divert cases from court, 
hearing officers interview defendants in an attempt to work out 
a payment plan for delinquent, accounts. If the abuses are 
flagrant or if no agreement can ,be reached, the cases are sent " 
into court ,bY' .meansof petitions, for contempt of court, and 
hearings are held, by the COJlrt to determine if the defendant has 
the means to pay and whetherthe,faihire to pay was wiliJui ap,d 
intentional., If such is the case, the defendant can be imprisQned 

, until, there, is compliance with the. order of coqrt ,so long' as the 
or4er 'contains conditi9ns, under which the defendant. may'purge 
himself of the contempt; max~um se4~ence -:- 6 months. " 

. A more usual way of ~nforcing ~upp)rt orders is by means o~ 
a w3:ge attacliment. In many, instances, an order fqra wage 
attachmenJ is made part of an , original . ~ourt or4er and, is 
contingent upon the, failure ··of the defendant to pay a stated 
number of support payments. Otherwi~e, wage,attachments can 

".1., ., ".' ' 
"be issued upon, petition of the. plaintiff or on motion of the 

court. " 
~-, i· 

.. 
At year's end, the Domestic Relations Branch submitted a 

list of delinquent. 'aoc()unts, where arrears are due: the ,pepart
mentofPublic Welfare, to .J,.R.s. in order, to·parti~ipat~ i!1. th~ 
F::ederal Income·TaxRefund InterceptProgram. .,' '.. . 

COLLECTION AND DISBURSEMENT 

, In January, 1981, the Bureau of Accounts waS 'integrated 
into the court;1 system and became ' apart, of 'the ,Domestic " 
R~lations Branch. This unit' isresponsible;for'receiving support" 
orderpaymentS311ddisbursing same to pt,oper payee;' .'" 
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CUSTODY OF CHILDREN 
'~7 

When separated couples are in disagreement--over who shall 
have custody-of the children either party may fIle a petition 
for partial custody or visitation. When ordered by the court, a 
home investigation of the parties is made by the Domestic 
Relations staff and the judge, in awarding custody of the child, 
decides the case in terms of the child's best interest. The court 
decree often contains provisions for partial custody or visitation 
rights for the non-custodial parent. Indeed, the matter of partial 
custody or visitation right~ is often made a part of the order in 
many support cases, without a fonnal petition for custody. 

'.'1 

SUMMARY 

Since 1979, significant changes took place in the Domestic 
Relations Branch resulting in a substantial increase in the work
load. Some new units were established and the fortner Women~' , 
Branch was combined with the Domestic Relations Branch. The 
statistics presented in this portion of the Family Court Annual 
Report reflect these changes and some adjustment of the 
statistics for previous years was necessary. 

In 1981, 8,612 cases relating to child and/or spouse support, 
custody disputes involving children, -and the establishment of 
paternity for children who were born out of wedlock were 
disposed of at court hearings. An additional 6,124 cases were 
disposed of without a court", hearing. A total of 50,079 new 
referr~s were" received by the Domestic Relations Branch 
during 1981 and 31,094 interviews and preliminary conferences 
were conducted by the staff with plaintiffs, gefendants, and 
other family members. In addition, many other activities were 
performed by the staff, e.g. case preparation forcQurt,c corre
sponding with social ag~ncies, clients and other courts, -and 
personally serving parties with orders to appear at conferences 
or coutt hearings. 

PETITIONS FILED 
(J ' 

In 1981, the Domestic Relations Branch received 34,760 
petitions of which '18,985 were' petitions lor support; 4,823 
petitio'ps dealt withmodify~gexistingsuPP9rt orders; 7,06 J 

, were petitions concerning nQn~payment ofsupportorderi, and 
3,891 petitions involv~d child cu~tody at visitation rights. 

, r.: r " :;, ' , 
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SUPPORT ORDERS 

Orders made by the court £ 
dUring, 1981 numbered 2 97~r ~~Pf~rt of spOuses and children 
were for the support of childr~n onI ~se, 2,323 'or 78 percent 
for the support of spouses and hKd 51 ~ or 17 percent were 
spouses only. The majority of t~ ren, 5 percent were for 
through a court hearing whil 1 34; order~, 1,630 were made 
court hearing. ' . e " , were dIsposed of without a 

Of all the domestic relatio . ' 
ing dUring 1981 23 ns cases dIsposed of by court hear-

, percent of the dispo T 
compliance with the court 0 d f Sl Ions were for non-

r er 0 support. , 

Through the court's enforcem 
thirty-six million dollars \V ~ft of support orders, nearly 
pendents in 1981. In Aid fo~s co ected and. disbursed to de
delphia collected close to n~:pe~~~nt Children cases, Phila
percent of Pennsylvania;s total AFDmCllnoln d~llars or about 24 

co lecbons. 

WAGE ATTACHMENTS 

In cases where the court ord 
ployers are legally res onsibl ers a w.age attachment, em-
SUpport order from tte defe:d fo~ ~eductlng the amount of the 
sums to the court for payment~~ ~hwa1e~ ~d forwarding these 

" new wage attachments were issued. e P ambffs. In 1981, 5,337 

CUSTODY OF CHILDREN 

DUring 1981 ? 385 etT" . ' 
filed. Inadditi~n -'295 : t~!ons for custody/visitation were 
orders grantingvi;itation:/c:~~ were, filed f~r. contempt qf 
custody con,firmationand 19 5 et~~' I ,016 pe~ltIons requested 
of the ~cust~dy/visitation order. p 1 Ions dealt wIth modification 

DISPOSITIONS THROUGH COURT HEARING 'Q 

In ]981 8 612 ' .' '..' , . " 
When adas~ is ~~ses were dIsposed of thr~ughcourt hearing. 

lsposed ~f, often there IS more" than one 
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120 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

disposition in the case, e.g. a"support order might be reinstated, 
the amount of the order increased, and the arrears in pa-Y,ment 
remitted. Thus, there" would be three dispositions in this one 
case. In the 8,612 cases disposed of in 1981, there were 11,879 
dispositions, or an average of 1.4 dispositions for each case. 

Court sessions are held five days a week with six to eight 
judges sitting each day. Two judges are assigned full time to 
hearing protracted or complex cases. One judge hears mostly 
cases filed under the Protection from Abuse Act. 

Since many cases are now settled by agreement at the con
ference, a great deal of judicial time is expended on contempt 
hearings. 

'.-;-) 

1981 1980' 1979 1978 
,", 

~::::. 

Cases disposed of . . . . . . . . . . 8',612 8,546 12,787 11,184 

Dispositions . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,879 11,848 18,389 18,251 
q 

The major categories of dispositions are shown in the table 
below. \ 

(} 
1981 1980 1979 1978 

Total dispositions. . . . . . . . . . 11,879 11,848 18,389 18,251 
" 

Withdrawn .. . . . ~ . . . . . . . . ,:" . 281 283 516 855 
Dismissed' .............. 594 600 1,158 1,043 

c 
" " 

Order fot,'support made . . . . . . . 1,630 1',516 2,386 3,486 
Order modified . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,235 1,642 2,870 2,343 
'Order vacated. . . . . . . . . . .. . " 634 

. 
676 1,049 915 

" Pay on order and/or arrelfrs .. . . . 1,951 1,864 2,729' , 1,964 
Commit if fails to pay ...... '~ . 112 

, 
1$,3 239 278 

Arrears modified orr~mitted .... 1,112 1,274 1,686 1,713 c 

Wage attllchm€mt issued • . . . . .. 930 789 " 1,930 1,939 

Custody determined .? ,. • • • • :~, 565 704 ',' 726 702 
Visitation rights granted ~ .. ~ ... 791 808 972 1,074 

Q " 
" 

\) , 
0 

All other dispositions ........ 2,044 1,539 2i128 1,939 
" 

" 

, Includes part~es reconciled. 
. '" ' 

1977 

9,677 

14,685 

1977 

14,685 

451 
742 

2,410 
2,208 

805 

1,449 
445 

1,757 
1,510 .'1' . 

"1. 

458 
817 

:" 
1,633 
" 
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DISPOSITIONS BY TYPE OF CASE 

Dispositions by type of case are shown in the table below. 
Modifications or other changes in support orders accounted for 
the largest percentage of "dispositions followed by dispositions 
in cases involving new support orders. 

" 

1981 ' 1980 1979 1978 

Total court dispositions. . . . .. 11,8790 11,848 18,389 18,251 

TYPE OF CASE 

, Support:' 
, If 

Number · ..... " ......... 2,816 2,419 4,193 5,509 
Percenl oj (ala! · ........ 24 " 20 23 30 

Modification, vacation, sus-
pension and reinstatement of 
support orA,ers: 

Numbfif, )'. . . . . . . . " ... 4,756 4,966 6,091 6,008 
Percent of total · ........ I' 40 42 33- 33 

Non-payment of support order: 
Number · ......... , ..... 2,743 ,,2,752 6,124 4,544 
Percent ojtotal · . . . . . . . . 23 23 33 25 

" 

Custody or visitation: 
Number · ............... 1,564 1,711 1,981 2,190 
Percent oj total · . . . ~) . .' . . 13 14 11 12 

DISPOSITIONS )VITHOUT COURT HEARING " 

. !h~Se are cases involving actions for support or custody / 
vlsItatlOn agreed upon by the parties at preliminary conferences, 
as well as other matters pertaining to modifications of order or 
non-payment of orders which require judicial approval.Jthis 
categoryaIso includes changes oL beneficiary which' were 
handled administratively. , 

~.' 

I, A total' of 6,124 cases invo1vfug7 ,894 dispositions we're 
disposed of adininistrative1y or by judicial confirmation duwg 
. 1981. DispositiQns,by type of case show that modification of 
support "orders accounted for 29 percent of the total disposi-. 
tions without court hearing. Non-payment of orders'and new, 
support orders accoun.ted for 33 and, 26 percent of the dis~ 

,.positiqns while c,hild custody and visitation dispositions totaled 
.12 percent '" " . . "" ' 

1977 

14,685 

3,447 
23 

5,450 
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4,337 
30 

1,451 
10 

, , 

1 
1 , 
{ 

':j 
1 

·1 
~ ~ 

! 
d ,; 

~1 
I 
" .J 
LJ 
" .. 
U 
'i 
'J 
" 

,~ 

i~ 
'I 
'I 
j 
d 
H 

~ 
::...i 

H 
~ 
'j g 
fi 
~ u 
~} 

H y 

tl 
~ 
H 
~ 

~ 
" II 
~l 
(' 
'1 
~ 
N 
1\ q 
fJ .. 
'I f~ 

11 
f'l 
it .-
t:~ 

~\ 
11 'I 

M .) 

1! , 
~j 
tt II r. 
~' 
~IIJ 
rJ 
H' , ~.",. ff .. " -

tl .. 'Ii 

~. '. .. ,: .. , 

fj 
t , 
~l 

'. it " • , , ij 
'",.. -,.~ 

~l 
tr 

~ 
t.i 

~ l~" ',' 

.d\ 



~----~----- ---~~-- --- ----------- -

'0 

122 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 1 

TOTAL ACTIVITY: 1977 TO 1981 

--

'1981 

Petitions ftled or received 1 • • • .'. • • • • • • 34,760 

Local . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,023 
ReCiproca12 .................. 3,737 

Total cases disposed3 .. i ••••••••••• 14,736 

Through court hearing · ........... 8,612 
Without court hearing · ........... 6,1'24 

Agreements . '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,124 

Pre-trial ................... 3,028 
Enforcement4 • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • 3,096 

Other5 •••••• ........ ;'. , .... -

Total dispositions3 ,. 19,773 ••• 'II ••• e , •••••• 

Through court hearing. • • • • • • • • • . • • 11,879 
Without court hearing · ............ 7,894 

Agreement,s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~~ . 7,894 

Pre-trial •••••••• ' ••••• Q ••••• '4,420 
Enforcement4,~ . . . " . . . . . . .' . . . . 3,474 

" 

Other5 • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • .' • • • . ~' -

Court sessions . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . ,,' ., 1,301 

Ne~ refenals' ,,' .' . . . . . . . . . .. ... . .. .. . 50,079 
'(\ 

P~ternitY,blood studies ••••••••••••• <> 131 " 
New wage ,attachments issued .0. .. .". . . . 
Interviews and preliminary 

5,337 

coflferences " 31,094 .................. 
" Cases referred to Parent ' 

" Locator- Unit . ._ . " . .'. " ~ . .~, II: (,' • '. ! .... ;. , 5,746 

,10hanges in btmeficiary included - 1977 to .1979: 
2See page 116. 
3,See page. 119 . . 
4Data unavailabJe fQr 1977 to 1979. .... ' .. 

, . sChangesin ;~eneficiaryincluded -1977 to 1980. 
6First time contact With Family,Court. 

1980 

24,793 

22,106 
2,687 

" 

16,524 

8,546 
7,978 

5,230 

1,91 ? 
3,313 

,,2,748 

21,521 

11,848 
9,673 

6,925 

2,779 
4,146 

(~ 

2,748 

1,561 

20,296 
lOS 

4,400 

34,870 

5,02~ 

1979 
,,-

26,075 

24,032 
2,043 

1'8,735 

12,787 
5,948 

2,355 

2,355" 
-

3,593 

22,064 ' 

18,389 
6,583 

2,908,. 

2,908 
-
, 

3,675 

1,424' 

13,424 
140 

2,482 

35,339 
" 

11,409 ' 

," 

, 

1978 ,- 1977 I 
I 

21,123 20,684 I' 
19,056 18,821 

2,067 1,863 ~;! 

16,490 16,215 

11,184 9~677 
5,306 6,538 

1,032 506 

1,q32 506 
- -

4,274 6,032 

24,081 (\ 21,627 

18,251 14,685 
5,830 " 6,942 I 

! 
1,489 901 

1,489 901 1 

- -., 
" 

4,341 6,041 

1,271 1,044 

" 
,12~939 ' 19,2l72, 

93 94 
2,805 2,266 
'" 0, 

30~587 25,201 

8,179 3,258 

" 

" 

-~~--~ -- ---- ---------------------.---

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH 

TABLE 2 

PETITIONS FILED:" 1977 TO 1981 

Type of petition 1981 1980 1979 

Total petiti()ns filed ......... 34,760 24,793 26,075 

Petitions for support (total) .. ' .. 18,985 11,114 8,610 

, Local ..... ,. ....... .;. .... 15,248 8,427 6,567 " 

Non-paternity •• . ,1/ • •••••• ,7,531 6,195 4,655 Paternity I', " 
u 7,717 · ...... ' ........ 2,232 1,912 

Reciprocal 1 · ................ 3,737 2,687 2,043 

Non-paternity .... , .. ',. ..... 3,097 2,258 1,425 Paternity · ............ , ... 640 429 618 

Philadelphia initiating. . . . . . 1,987 1,365 863 Philadelphia responding. . . . . 1,750 1,322 1,180 

Petitions for~odification of 
orders .................. 4,823 4,074 7,486 

\," -

Petitions for non-payment of 
suppo!:t orliers .............. 7,061 6,169 7,020 

Petitions for child custody or . 
visitation rights ............ 3,891 3,436 2,959 

See page 116. 
-~ 

TABLE 3 

PATERNITY ESTABI,,1SHED: 1981 

'rype of Hearing .Cases 

Total 
Ii ..... ' ......... ~ ....... ~ ...... :;, ••• ' .. . 1,935 

1978 

21,123 

7,560 

'5,493 

3,586 
1,907 

2,067 

1,424 
643 

840 
1,227" 

7,601 

3,145 

2,517 
" 

Voluntary acknowledgement ••..... ~ ... ;' •• ,- 1,617 u 

318 

,'I 

Thtoughcourt hearing •. " .•....... , .. 1) ••• " .' 

.~ , 

123 

1977 

20,684 

5,997 

4,134 

2,826 
1,308 

1,863 

1,545 
318 

740 
1,123 

9,004 

3,623 

2,060 

i 

j 
I 
I 
! , 

I 
I 

n, 

" , 



~----.....--~~ -~- ---~ ---- ~ - - ~- ~--- -------- -- -- -

124 FAMILY CQURTDIVISION - 1981 DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH 125 

TABLE 4 TABLE 5 

DISPOSITION BY TYPE OF CASE/COURT HEARING: 1981 TYPE OF DISPOSITION THROUGH COURT HEARING: 1977 TO 1981 

f.! 

Type of Case 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 
<~ 

'::) 

Disposition Modifi- Non- Child Total dispositions. . . . . . ., . . 11,879 11,848 18,389 18,251 14,685 
'. Total Support cation Pllyment custody ;. 

of of or Withdrawn ............................ 281 283 516 855 451 
order order visitation Dismissed: ;'. • . . . . . . . . ; . . . 531 510 1,055 892 574 

Decision reserved. . . . . . . . . . . - -: 97 67 101 
Total dispositions. . . . . . ... 11,879 2,816 4,756 2,743 1,564 Continue to pay order and/or 

arrears ................. ' .............. 1,951 1,864 2,729 1,964 1,449 
Petition withdrawn ,. .............. 281 64 75 24 118 Commit if fails to pay . . . . . . . . 112 153 239 278 445 
Petition dismissed 1 ................ 594 77 309 106 102 Issue bench warrant if fails 

Refer to initiating state ............ 14 , - 13 1 -
Continue to pay .................. ;, 1,951 34 867 1,048 2 
Commit if fail to pay .............. 112 5 28 79 -
Attach wages if fails to pay . . . . 334 224 71 38 1 
Bench warrant if fails to pay 60 

n 

... 15 15 30, -
Support ordered: ."'.) 

for child .............. 1,267 1,262 - 4 1 
for spouse and child .............. 288 287 - 1 -
for spouse . . . . . . . . . . ,. . . 75 74 1 - -

Support order modified . . . . . . 1,235 5 1,104 123 3 
Support order vacated . . . . . . . 634 17 517 99 1 
Sup.port order suspended 

or deferred ........................ 285 5 222 58 -
Suspend arrears. . . . . . . . . . . 156 3 116 37 -
Credit arrears . . . . . . . . . . . . 194 6 161 27 -
Arrears remitted/vacated .......... 422 18 321 83 -
Payment on arrears modified,. . . 340 1 254 85 -

to pay .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ,. ,. .... ~ .. .. . 60 93 131 63 123 
.'.( 

Committed to prison ......... ,. .. 35 18 51 17 21 
Attach wages if fails to pay . . . .. 334 346 344 194 155 
Order made for support: 

., 

Spouse and child 288 '.' 375 376 725 471 ................. 
Child ................. 1,267 1,085 1,885 2,592 1,837 
Spouse ................ 75 56 125 169 102 

Temporary order made 
permanent .............. 21 39 70 72 80 

Order increased. . . . . . . . . . . . 216 198 389 408 404 
Order reduced ............ ,. ...... 127 126 239 319 292 
Order vacated ............. 634 676 1,049 '. 915 805 
Order suspended . . . . , . . . . . . 285 298 407 269 300 
Order reinstated ............. ,. ... 18 14 103 58 113 
Conditions of order modified. . . . 892 967 1,662 1,217 1,019 
Remit or vacate arrears -- 422 441 652 621 .......... ,. 522 
Arrears suspended . . . . . . . . . . 156 '179 356 359 355 
Arrears reinstated .. '" ............ 9 IS 90 55 63 

"~ 

i 

! 
! 
I 
i 
I 

I 
1 

Wage attachment issued . . . . . . 93p 73 116 740, 1 
Wag~ attachment dissolved ........ , 119 1 98 19 1 
Wage attachment amended ........ 251 - 206 44 1 
Child custody determined. . . . . 565 2 - - 563 
Yisftation rights flXed . . . . . . . 791 H 3 8 769 
JI,· • 

PPA made beneficiary. . " . . . . 770 624 114 32 -
BeneficL:u:ychanged, , . . . . . ., ',93 1 72 20 -

Credit arrears . . . . .'. .. . . . . . 194 133 329 361 116 
Payments on arrears modified . .. 340 503 259 283 650 
Reduced ar~ears to judgement . .. - - '. -' 34 51 
Beneficiary changed . . . . . . . . . 93 89 315 278 193 
Wage attachment issued .. 0 •••• 930 789 1,930 1,939 1,510 
Wage attachment dissolved . ,. ..... 119 160 340 ., 337 334 
Wage attachment amended. . . . . . 251 284 497 " 434 395 

I 

ij 

j 
Or 

Commit to prison ......... , 35 3 13 19 -
All th d' \\ 't' o er ISpOSI Ions . . . . . . . 83 4 60 18 i 

1/ 
\\, 

1 Includes parties reconciled. 

\, 

Custody of child 
To both parents. • . . . . . . . . . 17 18 18 21 13 
To mother .............. ~15 383 385 330 177 
To father la4 124 ,163 ? "162 102 .............. 
To other person ........... 99 179 160 189 166 

Visitation rights granted/ /) -, 
modified ............... 791 808 972 1,074 817 

Parties reconciled ". . . . . . . . . . 63 90 103 151 II 168 
D.P.A. made beneficiary ...... 770 443 121 320 242 
Refer to initiating stat«;j ....... 14 47 104 89 7 
All other dispositions .. , ...... 35 59 128 140 () 11 62 

"'_._- ---..- ... -.----
- --.---------~ - ~: 
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126 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 6 

DISPOSITION BY TYPE OF CASE WITHOUT COURT HEARING: 1981 

Disposition 

Total dispositions. . . . . . ... 

Petition withdrawn ............. 
Petition diJmissed I ............. 
Continue to pay ................... 
Attach wages if fails to pay .... 
Support ordered: 

for child .............. 
for spouse and child ............. 
for spouse ............. 

Support order modified . . . . . . 
Support order vacated . . . . . . . 
Support order suspended 

or deferred .................... 
Suspend arrears. . . . . . . . . . . 
Credit arrears ............ 
Arrears remitted/vacated " ........ 
Payment on arrears modified ... 
Wage attachment issued ...... 
Wage attachment dissolved ...... 
Wage attachment amended ....... 
Child custody determined.. . . . 
Visitation 'rights f1xed . . . . . . . 
DPA made benef1ciary. . . . . . . 
Benef1ciary changed . . . . . '; . . 
Benef1ciary changed tol '-' 

fromDPA ............. 
All other dispositions ........... 

,I Includes parties reconciled. 

Total Support 

" 

7,894 2,021 

93 31 
193 61 
920 11 
523 129 

1,056 1,051 
230 229 
61 61 

336 6 
594 1 

94 -
,.120 -
123 -
447 -

71 2 
1,627 170 

85 2 
95 1 

450' 23 
522 " 46 
191 190 
30 -

4 
.. -

29 7 

<-~ .>< .... ~.~""'.;;.;.. 

~-, .. 

Type of Case 

Q 

Modifi- Non- Child 
cation payment custody 

of of or 
order order visitation 

2,304 2,591 978 

28 - 34 
82 - 50 " 

106 803 -
7 387 -

'" 

5 - -
1 - -
- - -

330 - -
593 - . -

" 

94 c - -
120 - -
123 - -
447 - -
., 69 - -

56 1,401 -
83 - .. -
94 - '"'-

5 - 422 
5 - 471 
1 - -

30 
(. 

- -

4 - -
21 - 1 

J 

G • 

MILLIONS 

36 

34 

32 

30 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH 

PAYMENTS RECEIVED ON SUPPORT 
ORDERS: 1977-1981 

28 TOTAL PAYMENTS 

26 

24 

22 

20 

18 

. 16 
" 1:1 

14 

12 

10 

8 

6 AFDCIPAYMENT 

A 

1977 .. 1979 1980 

I Aid for dependent children; 

:,:.' 

127 

(I 

I 
:.1 

I 
1 , 
I 

I 
I 

" ~ 
1981 \.'\::: \' 
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" 

(:;) ~ 
TAE ~.7 

~ 0 . ~ 
= 

0., 

TYPE OF DISPOSITION WITHOU1~QURT HEARI~G: 197TTO 1981 . 
~' ~~, " .... "'::l .," 

'0 
,', 

\ 

.' 
Total dispositions •..•.•.•.. 

Withdrawn . . . . . . . • • . <-. • • • 

Dismissed 1 
• • • • • • ."'. • • • • ." 

drder made for support: 
Spouse and child ' .......... 

.' Child · ... ' . . . . . ....... 
Spouse · .............. 

Order modified · .......... 
Attach wages if fails to pay ..•.• 
Wage attachment issued · ..... 
Wage attachment amended/ 

dissolved 
~ 

• ••••• e e e • e • 'e • 

Remit/vacate arrears • e' •••••• 

Pay on order and on .. arrears . • • : 
Custody/visitationfixed .•.•.. 
DP A made beneficiary. • • • • • . 
BenefiCiary chang~d • •• e e ••• 

Beneficiary changed tot 
from PPA • e ••••••••••• 

Other digpositions 
; (! · ........ 

1 Parties reconciled included. 
2Proc~durechanged in 1981. 

oJ ,\ 

.. 

"' 
1981 

7,894 

93 
193 

230 
1,056 " 

61 
, 336 

523 
1,627 

180 
447 
920 
972 
191 

30 

42 

1,031 

;TABLE,8 . , 

1980 1979 1978 

" 
9,673 6,583 5,830 

23 c 14 -
126 425 339' 

" 

482 783 329 
921 1,020, 191 

51 101 5 
1,128 158 -

510 59 -
1,432 ,503 :,. 178 

169 49 -
" 585 34 -

604 41 " 1 
"223 126 -
256 • 121 505 
,,18 2,2 79 

1:,.:, 

2,753 3,071 4,101 
292 '56 102 

:\ 

PAYMENTS RECEIVED ON SUPPORT ORDERS: 1977TO 1981 

-' c· , 
0 '.' , <- G' 

,\ 
0 '0 

Year " 
,Total AFPCI " 

., " " 
" c ,. If 

, 
'c' '0" :, ' ~, 

G 1977 · . · · · · · · .. · · .' . · · '> · , . '2S .. J73,719 ,ff,380,601 '.' 
197,8 

.. 
26,077,583 " 5

1

:708,988 · " · · · · · · · · . · · · · · · · · '. 
1979 

'!! " 30,46.8,310 ' 7,,273;736 • · · · · · · · e.' • · · · .' · · .. · · .' 0 
b 

1980 i;: 

32.,138,169 .7,441,562,. 0' · 0 · · 0 0 · .. ; · · · · · · · · · 0 " , 
198~, .' · ~.- .. 35,371,503 8,976,002 \. 0 · · · · · · · · .. · · · · · · . ) 

.. 
" " 

I, Aid for dependent child~en. 
'- " 0 

" 

.' 

1977 
0) 

6,942 
.. ~ 

12 
153" ' 

(~ 

223 

Q 108 
2 
-
- .t' 

73 

-
" -

, -
, 4' 

318 
83 

5,872 
94e• 

.' 
Non-AFDC 

" 
21,393,118 
20,368,595 
2l,194,574. 
24,69b,607 
'26395501 , "',, ' .. 

., 
[/ 

r 

Ii , 

'C-

'I) 

'I 

n 

'() 0 

,.. 

o 

r //" 

C' i) 
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DIVQRCE PROCEEDINGS 

,~, 

t: _, '. 

, '.' (~ 

. 'Family CourtDivision~thas Jurisdi'ctionin all niat~ers ~elating 
to divorce ';and 'annuIffierit:' Divorce' in;Pennsylyanialfas :been ' 
g6verhedby. fhe'DivorceCode ef 1929 but a dramatic change 
in the law of divorce took place on·July 1,1980; when'the new 

, Divorce "Code l became' effective. This Code iiitroduced e~tiiety 
,),~ew.concepts fo Perinsylvanla' by addirig' two, new no-fault 

grourids for divorce and,' for th~ firSt time,pemrittiilgaliniony , 

, 0 , 

and equitable distij.butionof marital property. ", . ' 
" ~ '~, • ~;- ,\C ~ • • , ~.';": " _ 

\. \' 

'rrocedure" in 'divorce 'and ,:annuln,ienf'is governed by n~w 
Rules of Civil Procedure 1920.1 to '1920.9,2 inclusive. These are 
State.;,wideQ.lles which ,have beert",impleroented·bynewlocru. 
rules proposed by the judges of,the>Paniily CourtDivisioh,and 

., ratified by the Board of Judges of the Court of Common Pleas 
of Philadelphia,' on Novelpber ~O, 1980,(1 Tp.e, local rules 'ate 
comprehensive" in natui-e,andeI).c<?nipassall lpatters previously 
governed by local rules, administrative regulations and general 
court regulations, thus, for..the first tithe in.Philadelphia, ;proYid~ .. 

,:'ing the bench and bar with one integrated ;·source, for rules 
governing divorce and annulment; '. 

u - , , 
?x 0." 

In 0 '15eeping with the philosophy ~f refonn that prompt~d ,', 
passag~ ofJhe, new Code, the Philadelphia rules pennit ,a divorce , 

c .,0 Gunder" Sectidp. 201 (c) of the new 'Code to proceed to finality' 
without' ~l1e intervention of a,master, thus providihgan inexpen-, \ 
sive and' ullco:m.plicated means of obtaining a divorce when, both ~' ~ 
parties agree that their marriage iSllTetrievably broIsen. " : "'t, 

" '" 

.." }i , l~ 

., ~,Asyet, all other actions in divorce require referral to a master 
for,all 'or some of the issuesllrvolved ther~in·. Pending appellate .. -
;decision interpretirig controversial )irovisions of the new Code, 

. , . ,the judges ot: the't Family Coprt Ei~ision ,are detennining each 
, . ,issue' raiseg ,on a case by caSe basis, so tha~ ,this revolutionary , 

'approachtgthe lawofdivorc~ m'ay be administered equitably" 
effectiyely,andeconomicallY." ...,. . .,.. . " ; " . . I" 

" If ',' io' "',",'" 

.. Il 

, Q 

.. !Precediri page~al1k] ,"'1 

• ~.). " '.,:, .' ,<.\n.. 

, t ...... ~ ~ . lj _~ 1:;_;_ '". : --':"-" ~--"''''r .. ....,. "!...".., .~ .... \ ___ •• ,,'''''_ ~ " ..... , •• 1,'[ 

i: 
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132 

7,500 

7,000 

" 6,500 

6,000 

5,500 

FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

The Divorce Code "provides that:, the court may order pay
ments through the Domestic ,Relations Branch and the Branch is 
then mandated to monitor and enforce said orders by wage 
attachment, contempt actions, etc. 

When the pleadings in a divorce action contain a claim for 
support or custody, copies of the divorce pleadings are forward
ed to the Domestic Relations Branch of Family Court where 
same are registered. The Domestic Relations Br~nch proceeds 
as mentioned previously in this Annual Repoi~, attempting 
amicable resolution, or listing the case for a court hearing in 
order to obtain an appropriate order. All such orders are in
corporated into the divorce decree. 

RATE OF CHANGE OF DIVORCES GRANTED 
IN PHILADELPHIA : 1972 TO 1981 

,;' 

\ 
\ 

;::-. 

I) J' 

DNORCE PROCEEDINGS 

SUMMARY 

In 1981, 7,282 divorce proceedings wefl.~ initiated, 25 excep
tions were fIled and 1,428 motions and. niles in related divorce 
matters were heard by the court. 

'(~ 

A total of 5,892 divorces were granted in 1981> an increase 
of 7 percent from 1980. 

In 68 percent of the divorce cases, the charge of irretrievable 
breakdown was cited, while in 24 percent of the cases, the 
spouse was charged with indignities. As in the past, the plaintiff 
in divorce proceedings was the wife (59 percent). 

., /1 

The average marriage had lasted 12.7 years at the time the 
divorce was granted. More than half of the couples obtaining 
divorces in 1981, (54 percent) were married for 10 years or 
more. Twenty percent of the marriages lasted 20 years and up. 
In 17 cases, the mamage hap lasted only one year, while in 80 
cases, the couple had been married for mor~, than 39 years. 

" 

Twice the number of wives (42 percent) as husbands (21 
percent) were married before age 21. The median age of hus
bands divorced in 1981 was 35.3, for wives 33.4. Ten percent 
of wives and 12 percent of husbands had previous marriages. 
During 1981, the highest number of divorces occurred in the 
30-34 age group for both wives and husbands. 

There were no children in 41 percent of the divorces in 1981, 
but a total of 7,142 children were involved in the balance of 
divorces granted. Of the total number of divorcing cotJ>les with 
children, 41 percent had 1 child; 32 percent, 2 children; 16 per
cent, 3 children; and 11 percent had 4 or more children. The 
majority of children (5,118) were under 18 years of age at the 
time the divorce was granted. Twenty-six percent of this latter 
group were the "only child", while, 17 percent came from 
families with 4 or more children. 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 1 

DIVORCES"AND ANNULMENTS BY LEGAL GROUNDS 
FORJ;>ECREE: ..1981 

(I 

'Plaintiff 
Leg~ grounds for decree Divorces and 

" Annulm~nts Husband 

') Ii 

Total. " 5;892 \. 2,406 · · · · · · 'c 

Irretrievable breakdown . · · · 4,010 1,704 

Indignities. .. · · · · · · 1,415 537 

Desertion · · · · .. · . 343 131 
" 

Indignities and desertion · · .;. · 40 15 

" Indignities and cruelty . · . 21 2 

Others* . · ·c· • · · 00" • · · .". 63" 17 
'. 

, 

*Include: bigamy, cruelty, adultery, convi~tion of crime, fraud, and impotence. 

" TABLE 2 

NUMBER OF CIiILDRENINVOLVED IN DIVORCES AND 
ANNULMENTS GRANTED: 1981 

" " r Families 
Children of this marriage 

, ,", 

" 
(I 

Q Percent Total 
\~ 

distribution Number children 
,. 

Total·. . · · ,' . OO •••• · · · · · 5~892 100 .7 ,142 
" 

2,4'24 " No children of this marriage · ., . 41 -, ' , 

. v 

Families with children (total) • 
.-

" 3,4,68 59 ';,7,142 
" ., , 

One.child · · · .. oo"'. .: . · 1,424 24 1,,424 
Two children · , · .. · · · · · .: . 1,116 19 ;; 2,232 
Threeclilldren · · , , , , · .j, • 542 9 1,626 
Four children, " 214 4 856 · · · · , ., · 
Five children · . · · , , · , · · 89 2 Q 445 
Six. children 45 1 

, 
270 " ,. , , .. · · · · · !i 

Seven children .. ~ .. 19 c, 

* 1'33 • .!, 
" , · , · 

Ei@t children , 
.!, 

15 " '" 120 , 
~ 

, , , , , , , , , 

. Nine or more childr~n , , , , , 4 * 36 
., 

" 

'.v " 

*LeSS .tltan O,5p~ucent. .. 
(! 

0" • 

.~! Wife 

" 
3,486 

" 
), 2,306 

878 

212 

25 

19 

46 

.. 

Chijdren 
under 18 

5,118 

-

5,118 

" 
1,310 
1,839. 
1,,099 

498 
"186 

115 
39 
26 
6 

-::)., " 

,', 

r 
i 

\ 
\, 
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DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS 

D (~.~~.,:~, T A,BLE 3 ' " 
"",-

LEGAL GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT BY DURATION 
OFMARRIAGE: 1981 

, .' -. 

" " Legal grounds for decree 
'Duration a{ 

Toihl 
;/ 

,marriage Irretrievable 
." breakdown Indignities " Desertion 

" 

" Total., .' , 5,892 4,010 1,415 343 
" , , ,. 

1 year " '''11 16" 1 . · , · o \.'i -
2 years. · · · 164 137 '.i 20 3 
3- years ',' 305 247 44 " 4 · · · ., 

c" 4 years", · . · · 361 .266 83 4 
\' 

5 years .. 
" . 

381 ·262 105 ,8 · o 'i 

6 years . · 360 248 'J 91 12 
7 years .. · , .". 389 259 98 24 
8 years .. 

.. 
385 253 102 23 · . · · " 0 

,9 years , .. , .,~ . 
" 

332 214 87 20 

Ii 

10 years , , · 308 208 72 18 
11 yearS. · ..... , 2.80 178 81 17 
12 years . 0284 199 

. 
64 1p , · , Co 

13 years , , , , , 216 142 55 16 
14 years '.' 228 157 56 14 ': r,:; . ' .. · 
lS·ye'ars. · 164 111 34 14 
16 years · · 129 86 32 t, 10 
17 ye~s . .. .. .' . 161 95 49 14 
18 years. · · . , · 131 79 40" 10 
19 years 

I) 

99 65 24 8 · , · • · · , 

20-24 years · · · 469 324 104 32 
,25-29 years..;: · 316 199·, 74 1} 35 
30-34 years 182 113 47 . 20 ~ · 35-39 years 124 " 81 27\) 13 · · 
Over 39 years . . . . 80 c 

" 
56 170 6 

"Not.~~potted :, .. 27 15 8 2 
" ., 

*Includes: indignities and"desertion, mdignities ~nd cruelty. Also see fo~tnote, Table. 1. 
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136 FAMILY COUR.T DIVISION - 1981 

-TABLE4 

AGE OF HUSBAND.f>.. T TIMED!" MARRIAGE BY RACE AND 
NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED: 1981 

Husbands 
1'-

;;Pl:evious marriages 

Age of husband" Total Never Three 
Non- Not married Qr 

White' white reported before . One Two· more· 

All ages .......... 5,892 3,505 2;246 141 5,196 635 53 8 

Under 18 years ..... 115 60 52 3r 110 5 - -

18-20 years · ...... . -, 1,133 ~ 609 .503 21 1,127 - 6 - "-

21-24 years ........ 2,241 1,408 772 61 2,203 38 - -
,I 

c: 

25-29 years · . . . . . . 1,322 825 465 32 _1,159 1591) 4 -

30-34 years · .' ..... 500 276 212 12 342 148 10 -

35-39 years · ·0· •...• 232. 133 97 2 120 101, 10 1 

40-44 years · ...... 139. 71 66 2 55 75 7 2 
" 

,.~ 

45-49 years · ........ 71 38 31 2 23 42 .6- -

50-54 years • •••• D • 44 21 20 3 14 22 7 J 
.' 

55'-59 years · ...... 22 15 7 - .5 13 2 2 
0 

60 years and over • . . • 47 31 13 3 " 18 21 6 2 

Not reported ...... 26 18 8 - 20 5 1 -

:) 

r) 

I'," 

,:::.' 

DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS 
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TABLE 4A 

.-.. AGE OF WIFE AT TIME OF MARRIAGE BY RACE AND 
NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED: 1981 . 

.. 

.• Wives Previous marriages .-
Age of wife 

Never 
Total 

-, Three 
Non- Not· married or 

; White white reported before One Two . more 
All ages ............ 5,892 3,530 2,224 138 5,285 559 46 2 

" -
Under 18 yea~s 578 214 . I' 

• oO.oO •• 294 10 575 3 - -
18-20 years · ....... 1,877 1,109, 713 55 ~,865 11 1 -
21-24 years 1,944 " · ...... 1;284 628 32 1,852 90 2 -., 

25-29 years. · . . .... 792 477 291 24 617 172 3 -
30-34 years . - ;. · ...... 322 167i ' 145 10 211 ,() 

106 5 -
35-39 years 

• ,oO oO'oO ••• 157 82 72 3 70 71 14 2 
40-44 years . U · ...... 89 52 37 39 - 41 9 u -
45-49 years · ...... 32 2L 11 15 '-' - 15 2 -
50-54 years · ...... 34 18 15 1 ',' ,. 

10 - 21 3 -
55-59 years · ...... 16 9 6 1 " ~ 

5 9 2 -
60 years and over . .... . 25 19 4 2 6 .14 'I 5 -

, Not reported ...... 26 18 8 - 20 6 

... 'Il 

,," 
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TABLE 5 
,. • . 'I . > , 

AGE OF HUSBAND AT TIME OF DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE: 1981 

, 

" c.::. 0 " Age of husband 
Duration .-

" of marriage Total 21"'24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 SO-54 55-59 60 years , 
ye;us years years years yeQiS years " years years and over , 

I' 

Total divorces and -
annulments 5,892 182 1.035 1,444 1,096 720 ,§17 386 222, 290 " · ..... " 

1 year 
'. 

17 5 4 3 1 4 .......... - - - -
2 years .......... 164 24 52 32 19 8 10 ) 8- 3i' 8 

~ 

" 3 years .......... 305 42 124 61 37 17 8 5 3 8 
4 years . ". '. . . . . . . .- 362 '55 147 86 34 14 9 9 '3 '5 " 

" ',I 

5 years .......• : . 381 33 156 98 49 19 8 8 5 5 
" 

~,years .......... 360 ." 18 ,.152 110 " "45 17 10 ,3 1 4 
7 years ............. 389 4 " 139 133 53 29 .13 6 4 8 
8 years .......... 385 - 121 168 51 18 12 8 - 7 
9 years ...... (! ••• 332 , - 86 134 65 27 9 5 3 3 

\~ " 0 

10-14 years 1,316 54 572 416 127 56 '.' ' 45 17 29 · ...... -
15-19 years · ...... 684 - - 39 298 218', 69 31 15 14 
20-24 years " 469 2, /) 24 196 154 52 22 19 · ...... - -
25-29 years · ...... 316 - - - - 24 134 110 27 21 

" 

Over 29 years . . . . . . 386 " - - 21 92 " "H8 155 - -
, Not reported ...... 26 1 4 5 5 3 3 4 1 -

, '. 
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TABLE SA 

AGE OF WIFE AT TIME OF DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE: 1981 

,. 

Age of Wife 
Duration " 

; ... 

" of marriage Total Under 18-20 21-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 , 
;' . 18 years years years y,ears years years years years years years 

--
Total divorces and 

annulments · . ' ..... 5,892 ,,2 17 423 1,364 1,392 Ii 977 680 411 259 163 
,) 

1 year . . . . . . . . . . 17 I 1 - 5 ; 4 2 - 2 - - 1 
2 years ........ , .. 164 1 5 41 47 30 16 9 5 4 1 
3 years .......... 305 - 2. 95 107 45 28 13 6 1 2 , 
4 years .......... 362 - (' 10 100 146 53 26 7 12 5 2 

.~ 

" c. 

5 years .......... 381 - - 82 172, 69 29 Ii 7 2 5 
6 years .......... 360 - - /'52 194 64 25 11 7 1 2 

I' 7 years .......... 389 - - ,,24 122 100 37 16 11 2 1 
8 years .......... 385 - - 19 194 99 46 11 8 , 3 2 
9 years .......... 332 - - 3 128 133 35 19 6 4 2 

10-14 years '1,316 ,', - 1 171 673 289 96 ~, 37 25 7 · . . . . .. 
15':19 years' ....... 6~4 - - - 2 118' 354 139 35 22 '4 
20-24 years · ...... 469 - ~ - - - 87 259 71 30 10 
25-29 years · ... , ... 3i6 - - - - - 3 82 i51 54 13 

(, 0 

-
" Over 29 years . . . . . . 386 - - - - - 2 51 104 110 

Not reported .,; ... " ... 26 - ~~ r 7 6 2 3 4 2 1 
" " ~ 

Ii 

c· \.1 

I? 

u' ' 
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'" 

, (!. 

, . ~, "\ . 
~) , 

" ,9 

"- .,.<-: ..... 

60 years 
and over 

"-

204 

2 
5 
6 
1 

.. 
4 
4 
6 
3 
2 

17 
10 
12 
13 

119 
-
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140 FAMILY COURT bIVISION -1981 0 
5 

TABLE 6 
" 

MATTERS RELATIVE TO DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS DISPOSED OF AT 
COURT HEARING: 1977 TO 1981 

" 
,""' 
Motions andtules 1981 .1980 1979 ,,1978 1977 

Total . . . · · . · . · · · · I:; · · · . · · · · · . · - 1,428 750 9}2 1,250 1,160 
" 

Rule foqilimony pendente lite, counsel fees 
and costs. · · . · . · · · · . · ... · · · · · . · " 86 .37 , 63 83 69 

Rule f01: attachment ~' · · · · · · · . · . · · - 1 6 14 3 
Rule tG5ile master's report 

" -

· · · · · · · · · . · · - 1 1 - -
Rule to amend complaint in divorce · . · · · · · 24 25 15 23 23 
Rule for additional master's fee and " I 

stenographic costs · . · · · .'. · .. · ... · .. 0 5 2 12 ,J 17 11 
Rule for appointment of guardi~n ad litem · · · - - 2 3 '2 
Rule to dismiss complaint in divorce • . • · · · · 4 4 5 8 7 

" Rule for more specific bill of particulars., • · · · " - 12 21 17 )'2 
Motion for protective order · . .-:::. ,. · · · · · " · - 1 9" 7 20 

" 
, 

63 
0 

Rule for contempt . .. · · · · . · . · · · · · · • .0 46, 
" 51 '19 11 

Rule to-discontinue and end. · . · · · · . · · · · 9· 14 3 6 .3 
Rule to withdraw ~,ppearance of counsel. · · . 25 13 12 13 16 
Preliniinary objections to compfuint in 

c, 
':', 

divorce " 6~ 86 75 57 5.3 , · · , · ; · · · · . · · . · . · · · · . '" " 
RuJe for discontinuance and return of ,1 

;' 

" master's fee 
Q 

5 6 4 .. · . · · · · . · . · · . · · · · .. - -
" '''Rule for preliminary injunction,. · .. · · · · · . ",97 27 34 29 61 

.Rule to strj1cebill of particulars • · · ' .. '. · · .. 2 ,2 3 - _e 

Preliminary conferen~e and/or"order 
" . , 

directing partition. ;; • • • • • • " 39 32 54 94 31, · · · · ,') . ., · · ,~ '~\ 

RuleJor fmal de;~~e in divorce 
- , 

3 · · . · · · · .. · - - 5 - -
" Rule t/?,proceed in forma pauperis () 471 196 414 618 647 · ". · · · · · · Attachment to act as a summons, • .,. · · · · · - - - 43 33 

Rule to open judgement •. · ... · . · . q.~) •• • '1 9 15 27 22 10 
Rule to amend birth record · . · · · . · · · · " · 17 12 23 17 16 

';, 

) Rule tp ~einstate •• . • • • . ~ · · · · · · · . · · -' 3 2 5 ,3 
Miscellaneous rules and motions · · · · · . · · · 509 221 ,~ 146 125 

, 

47to~ Exceptions to master's report med •• ~n, • · · · 25·, 38 60 43 
,',' . Ii 

6 3 24 40 Exceptions heard -- 9 . ' .. · -' .. · · · ' ... · • ;1. · .. ,. 0' ,- " 

c 
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ADOPTION PROCEEDINGS 

~ Ii. .,. . " , . . 

The Family Court exercises original jurisdiction over all legal 
actions, in .. adoption prqceedings. The Adoption Bta;::m)h of, the 
court is· responsible for the processing. and investig'htfon' of aU 

, ll~matters relc.want ,to adoption, including voluntary 'relinquisl1-
,ment and invQluntary, tennination. Social in:vestigations~ home 

,and offlcemterviews, arid consultations with attorneys,agencies" Q 

"etc~,are all'" necessary to, determine the" 'child~,~ eligibility for' 
adoptiop, the suitability oithe placement and, fmally to insure 

'. . ~ . ~ 

that theJegal requirements dictated by, the court have been Inet. 
. '" , . ". ,) ') 

'. 

. On October 15, 1980, the General Assembly of the Common
wealth of· PeIuisylv~nia;,: approv,ed an· Act' providing for "the 
adoptipn of minors lJand' 'adults ,and for the termination" of cer-

"tain parent-child relationships;"providing for jurisdiction"of 
cpurts; 'providing for recording()f foreign decrees of adoption; 
and cortt$ing provisions for' procedures, decrees and records 
in: .all· matters relating thereto.'" This Act, 'which repeals the 
AdQption' Act of 1970, applies to all proceedings beID.In on or 
after Jangaiy 1, 198'1. - . 

, Under the law,,' any individual may be adoptPcl, 'and any 
. individual 'may become" anadoptingparellt. :proceedings d to ' . 
adoptionJall into three"categories: volurl~ary relinquishment, 
involuntary termination"' and ,ad'option.· '!! . " ' 

" (a) 'V~luPtarYRelhIqUishn1ent ':- 'When any ~child ; (Under 
, eigh:t~en ·'years) 'hastleen in the"caie of an agency I pr' an ~~uIt,,, 
. the'mttura}' pare.nts;()f the ~hildm'aypetition' the court for peJ.:-' 
mis.~ion ,tol"~linquish fQlever au. pa.rental . rights , and dpfies with 
respect, to theji· child. Where the, child is in the ,care oPe, an 

, " 

, agency, the petition must contain the consent .0 Lthe agency to , 
, , accept custody until, such time a~ ,the child, is ' adopt~d; Where .. ' " ' 
., the child is'~in the care or an 'adult (and, ;notrelated) 'a consent 

to accept cu~tody of "the'child:rrlust .be :$lgned by the adopting 
" ..' < ' ' ., • ~.. 1 " • ,<!-o, _ '{" <I'" . " .:y . ~ 

parents and is <<all exhibit whicl\,'js,,'attached,tothepetition for 
v6IUnta.ryreUriquishment. " .. , ,r ":', .. " • , .. , ", II' £' . 

, "'" -;., " <:, • ' 0, " '-'. -., - - . {J " 

{J 
fJ 

. .. " '.' • f) ," ~ " . -:' '. " . 0: _, . - ":. . .~. 

'l"Agenct' weaps ~y, oJa~a:ti()n,soci~tYi 'orinstitution,whichpJ~videsforthe 
care ofchifdJen,S~peIVjsed by thePa,. Dept.ofPu~lic:Welfare,an:dwhichp~9vide~ " '. 

, adopqg,nseM,~es' inaccbr<iance with"!dandaJdsest@blished br thed~,l>~tJ;I\ent. ". ,~' J<, 

," :;~ (,~", a. ~ _~. ¢., .', (., .:.- ~ ::'- "'. - d,' 

':;'r ' ",'" 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 I 

(b)" Involuntary Tennination - A petition to tenn~ate 
parental rights with respect to a child may be filed by either 
parent when termin'ation is sought with respect to. the other 
parent; an agency; or an individual who has custody ofa child 
and who has filed a report of intention to adopt. Parental rights 
may be tenninated on the following grounds; 

1. The parent~ by c~~,t~ct continuing for a period of at least' 
six months either has evidenced a settled purpose of 
relinquishing parental claipI to a child, or has refused or 
failed to perform parental4uties; 

2. The.repeated and continued incapacity, abuse, neglect, qr 
refusal of the parent has ca,used the child to be without 
essential parental care, control, or subsistence necessary 
for ,his physical ormental well-being; 

3. The parent is the presumptive but not the natural father of 
the child. 

4. The child is in custody of an agency, having been found 
under such circumstances that the identity or wl}ereabouts 
of the parent' is unknown and cannot be ascertained and 
the parent does not claim the child within three months 
after the child is found. " 

5."Thechild has been removed from the care of the parent 
by the court or under a voluntary agreement with an 
agency for a period of at· least six months, the parent 
cannot or will not .remedy the conditions which led to the 
removal or placement of the child, the' services or assist
ance available to the parent are not likelt to change these 
conditions within a reasonable period of time .·and the 
welfare and needs of the child would behest selVed by 

, termination of the parental rights. 
.) 

Other considerations-
{\ . . ," 

1. The court shall: appoint counsel to represent the child in 
an involuntary termination proceeding and at anytime may 
appoint counselor a guardian ad litem for a child who has 
not reached the age of 18 years whenever it is in the best . 
interests of the child. No attorney or law firm shall repre
sent both the child and tJJ.eadbpting parent or parents'. 

2. The court in terminating the rights of a parent shall give 
primary" consicleration to the needs ". and' welfare of' the 

(I 

(.' 

ADOPTION PROCEEDINGS 

child. The rights of a parent shall not b~ terminated solely 
on the basis of environmental factors such .as inadequate 
housing, furnishings, income, ciothing and medical care if 
found to be beyond the control of the parent. 

(c) Adoption -

1. Every person having custody or control of a child for the 
" purpose of adopting the child shall report such· intent to 

the courts. The court must make a complete investigatic:n 
regarding the health, social and economic status of the 
adopting parents. No report is required when the child is 
related, by blood or marriage, to the person having cus-' 
tody or control. 

2. Once all procedural requirements have been met and 
pertinent legal papers ,fIled, the court fixes a time and 
place for the fmal hearing. Those persons as directed by 

, the court, are ~ven appropriate notice. Court hearings are 
conducted in private. . 

All records relating to an adoption proceeding are kept in 
strictconfiderice and may be inspected only through a court 
order. 

A decree of adoption is no't granted until the adoptee has 
been in custody of the petitioners" for at least six months. This 
requirement is not necessary when the adoptee is over 18 years 
or related by blood or marriage to the petitioner. . 

PETITIONS RELATIVE TO ADOPTION 

By ord.er of th~ court, petitions for voluntary relinquishment, 
involuntary termination and adoption,;, as well as reports of 
intention to adopt and of intermediary, must oeusedin all legal 
actions"in adoption proceedings when 'heeded. Printed forms for 
report of intention tdadopt, report ofiiitermediary and peti
tions for adoption are available to attorneys in the 'Protho-' 
notary's Qffice, . Room. 264, City Hall. Petitions for voluntary 
relinquishment and involuntary termination are prepared by the 
attorney of record. 

Once anJ adoption is granted, the attorney of record must 
apply for certificate of~adoption in the Prothonotary's Office, 
Room 266~ City Hall., 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION -1981 . " 

Amended; birth certificates can be obtame'd through, the 
Bureau of Vital Statistics, New Castle, Pa~ for Pennsylvania ,born 
ad,optees and through the Bureau ofVitaJ. Statisti,cs of the State 
in which they were 'bom for out-of-state a,doptees. 

SUMMARY 

The riumber, of adoption petitions filed during the last ten 
years is 'shown in the table below: " 

PETITIONS FOR ADOPI'ION FILED . 

1972, .. _ ............... 892 1977 .......... _ ....•.. 540 
1973 .................. 758 1978 .................. 514 
1974 .................. 692 1979 .' ...... ~ o •• ,' •• ',0 0 • 444 
1975 .....•...... : ..... 672 1980 ... 0 • 0" •• , •••• ",' •• 438 

, 1976 ............. : .' ... 581 1981 ... : ..... , ....... :. 464 

In 1981, 397 adoption petitions were gr~nted involving 431 
adoptees - 410 children and 21 adults. '," 

o 0 

During 1981; 262 reports of intention to adopt were filed 
with the Adoption Branch for investigation by the staff. In 
addi~ion, 190.. petitions were 'filed in regards to" the voluntary 
relinquishment of parental rights. 

There " were '262 petitions f6i ,'involuntarY terIriination filed 
during 1981. These petitions indicate. abandonment, desertion, 
or neglect on the part of the natpral parents of a child. The 
court granted 21 fpetitions during the year, giving custody to 
the petitioning agency or individual. " "", 

, THEADOP'F£ES " 

During 1981, the adoption of 431 individualswasa~proved 
by the, co-u.tt. ,The, m'ajority (58 percent) of the adoptees were 
white. The adopteeswere fairly everilydivid~d between the 
sex~s; 200. males and ,;231 females. The nll~ber oJ adoptees 
born out of wedlock deGreas~d frQJD 68,percent in 1980 to 66 . 
percent in 1981. 

It is held, that verYoyoung cbnpren make an easietadjustment 
, to new fawilies, ~dtheiracc,eptance is usuanymor~complete 
if tqeybecomemembers of the adopting family at an early age. 
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, ADOPI'IONPROCEE;DINGS 

Couples who adopt children also prefer infants so that they'can 
share more intimately in their q.evelQpment. Of the total adop
tees, the majority (51 pt(.rcent) were 5' years of age or younger 
When the petition was 'granted; 33 percent of the adoptees being' 
2.ye~.s of age or under; five p~rcent of all adoptees were 18 
years of age orolder. T~e median age for,adoptees born in wed-, 
lock w~ 10.2 yearS, wh,ile for ado,ptees bornQut of wedlock, it 
was~ 2,.4' years. ' 

The marital status of the natural parents ~as~ follo~~: .:' (t 

Sixty.=sixpercent were notmahied; 29 percent were divorced . ~ 
or separated; 2 percent of the apoptees had ORe qr~b6tltParents: ' 
deceased; one percent of the parents were living togethe~;."an,d , 
in 2 percent· of the ad'options; the rnarital status was unknown. 

" 
, . 

" ',the inajorltYof adoptees were in custody of the petitioners 
for one y'ear or~less. Six.ty~percent of the adupteesbOnl outof' 
~edlock were in custody for less than two yeats; 10.percent for: 
less than one year. . 

In 57 percent of the adoptions, the petitioners and the 
'adQptee were :!lQtrelat~d; 40, percent of the adoptees' were 
adopted bya step-parent. " 

Children ~o~ out of we~lock were placed for adoption by 
, an agency or instituti(:>n (~9 perce}}t), or an, intermedjary" 

(10 percent). 
ij "0 

The majority of adopting parents were betweeI'i the ages, of 
25 and 39,. The median age for the women was 34.2 years;Jor 
the men, 36.3 years." "" 

The wage or salary income of the adopting parents presents 
a' favorable piqture for the adoptee - fifty-nine percent were'in 
the $20,000 and,over bracket with 10 percent of the petitioners 
having incomes' of $40,000 and over. 
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ADOPTION PROCEEDINGS 149 
TABLE 1 

PETITIONS FILED AND GRANTED: 1977 TO 1 ~81 

1 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 

TABLE 2 

SOURCE OF PETITIONS FILED: 1977 TO 1981 -
916 838 867 865 866 Petitions filed • . • • . . • • • . . . . . . . • • 

Petitions filed Source of petitions 
" -

464 438 444 514 540 For adoption . . . '. . . . . . • • . • • . • • • : 
190 162 172 171 183 For voluntary relinquishment . . . . . . . . . 

180 143 For involuntary termination 262 238 251 If ,~ •••••••• _ 

,~ 

262 238 262,n 267 215" Reports of intention to adopt filed ..... 
" 

1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 
A4option .................... 464 ., 438 444 514 540 

-. 
Agency.· . .......... II •••••••• 194 171 175 171 175 Ind~pendent ................. 77 70 84 79 93 ' Kinship 

•••••••••••••••• e .••• ,,193 197 185 264 272 ~:; 

Q 

103 89 104 107 136 Court sessions . • . • . . • . . • • • • • '. • • 
.. ·0 

Voluntary Relinquishment •. " .•••••• " 190 162 i72 171 183 " 
794 724 843 Petitions granted (total) •.••••.•.• ,; • 776 759 

- , , 

410 442 561 Adoption petitions granted 397 436 . .., ........ , 
" 

Adoptees per petition: " 

368 402 368 402 503 One ....................... ., 

, Agency. . . . . e: • • • • • • • • ~ • • • • • • 116 106 119 118 132 Independent · ................ 63 45 46 49 46 Kinship 
• •• e .••••••••••••• Ii •• 11. 11 7 4 S 

Involuntary Termination ........... 262 238 251 180 143 
26 26 33 32 35 Two ................... ,' .... 
.2 4 8 7 20 Three ...•......... ' •.• '" ..••• 
1 4 1 1 3 Four or more ~ ~ ......... ~ ....... 

'.' 

A~encY'J. ~ • • . • _.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • .' 122 114 90 59 37 Independent 
•••• e" e •••••• e e ••• 30 30 39 24 22 Kinship 

o ••••••••••••••••••• 110 94 122 97 84 
Total adoptees . • • . • • • _. • •• . • • . . 431 482 463 492 646 " -, 

Voluntary relinquishment granted. _. .,. . • • 162 122 169 " 146 153 TABLE 3 
Involu~tary termination granted . • . . ',' . . 217 201 215 136 " 129 

Petitions filed no further action . • • . . • - 2 17 6 2 
ADOPTION, VOLUNTARY RELINQUISHMENT ,/, 

· AND INVOLUNTARY TERMINATION: 1977 TO 1981 -
\l " 

" 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 
o Petitions disposed of: (1 · · . · · · . · · · · · 835 808 853 784 891 " " 

Adoption . · · · · . · · · · . · · · · · · ., · · · 416 452 430 465 577 
;\ 

',', 
' Granted . · · · · . · · · · . · · · · · · · · · 397 436 410 442 '561 Withdrawn. · · · " .. · · . · · · · · · · • t· 19 1~ 18 17 12 Dismissed/ denied . · .. c - - .~ 6 4 

· . · .... · · . · · 
«( 

. 
" Voluntary ,Relinquishment 181 138 193 " 168 166 

.'.. ~ · . · · . · · 
',. ' 

Granted .. ' . . . . · 0 . · · · . · . · · · .. 162 122 169 146 153 Withdrawn . . . . · . . · . · . · . · · · . · 19 16 24 22 11 Dismissed/denied. · ~"'::'. ". · · . · . · · · · . - - - - 2 
Invoillutary' Termination a · · .. · . .. •• 0 · . 238 " 218 230 -151 148 

.<' \'\ • - . 
I, 

Granted •.•.• 0 • 

" · . . . · .. o • · . U7 201 215 136 129 
' b 

Withdrawn/dismissed . · . . . .. . . . · . 21 17 15 15 19 
II 
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TABLE 4 

PETITIONS FOR ADOPTION GRANTED: 1977~TO 1981 

1981" 1980 ·1979 1978 1977 
" '-

Petitions granted (total) •••••• " a,," " " " 397 436 410 442 561' 

Total adoptees 
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " 431 482 463 492 646 

Males" " " " .... . ' .. " " " " " " " " .. " .. " " " .. 200 256 216 250 331 
Females .. " " " .. " " " " " " " " " " " " " " .. " 231 226 247 242 315 . . 

Percent males .. .. " .. " .............. '." '. " .. 46 53 47 '51 51 

'White ..... " .................. ... #" .. " " -. " " " " 250 267 (J 274 
,) 

307 401 i, Non-white 181 215 189 185 245 " " .. " .. " " " " " " " " " " " " D " .. 

Percent white " " " " " .. " " " ~ " " " " ... :;'. " . 58 55 59 62 62 (' 

" Catholic 
" " " " " " .. " " " e. " " " " " .' !II' " " " 178 192 209 182 283 

Protestant 
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "",, " 153 212 187 164 260 

Jewish 
" " " '. " " " " ,"- " " " .' " " " " .. " e' " " 8 16 20 16 26 

Unknown or none 
" " " " " " " " " " " .. " " " 92 62 47 .130 77 

l i ,. 
-...:.: ...... _-. .:::0--

0 

Born during wedldc~ • • • • • • • • • • • .'. • 145 153 i77 188 '.~ 308 
Born out of wedlock 

" " " e, " ","11 ~ " ,,~ ... ,0. 286 329 286 304 338 
Percent born out of wedlock 66 68 62 62 '" 52 .. " " ... " " .. 

, 
" 

" 

,;, 

,t:;::;;r~·~·:;:;~~'~~~~''';;-"''''"'l=::tl:-._''q' t:=·......,.".,. 
,-~- 0 

( 
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TABLE 5 

ADOPTEES IN PETITIONS GRANTED, BY, RACE AND BIRTH STATUS: 1981 

,) 

" 
I! 

,. , 

" 
TOTAL ADOPI'EES. . ...• 

" 

AGE AT TIME OF '. 

GRANTING PETITION 
c 

Under 1 year ...... . . . . .~' . ., 
1 toS years. .. .. ,., ..... 
6 to 9 years ...• . . . . 
10 to 1.7 years . . .' ....... 
18 years and over ...... 

ADOPTEE PLACED BY: 

Own parent ........ 
, 

i?rivate agency or institution . 
Intermediary .... ,' ......... 
Other . . . . . . .. . . .... 

RELATIONSHIP OF 
- PETITIONER TO 

ADOPTEE: 

Notrelated .. '0" ,. ••••• • 

Stepparent o. • • • • • • • • • 

Other .............. . 

CONSENT GIVEN BY: 

':, One parent' . . .. '. ...• 
Both parents . . . . . . . . 
Adoptee. . . . .. ~ . . ,,... , 
Private agency or institution 
Intermediary . . io .,.- • • ,.' • • • 

, (,:: 

" 
(j 

Total 

u 

" 

431 

9 
210 

,(i8 
123 

21 

200 
189 
39 

3 

2~4 
171 

16 

105 
87 
44 

la6 
9 

(; 

, 

Total 
r, 

250 

9 
128 
41 
63 
9 

124 ( 

87 
37 
2 

128 
J14 .. 

8 

74 
63 

; 16 
88 
9 

! 

White" 

Born 
during 

wedlock 

" 

106 

~~ 

1 
23 
27 
48 

7 

85 
12, 
7 
2 

20 
82 

4 

31 
46 
15 

, 12 
2, 

Adoptees 

Born 
out of 

wedlock 

144 

8 
105 
14 
15 
2 

39 
75 
30 
-

" 108 
32 
4 

43, 
17 

1 
76 

7 

Total 

.. 
181 

" 

-
82 
27 
60 
12 

76 
102 

2 
1 

116 
57 

8 

, '" 

31 
24 
28", 
98 

Non-white 

Born Born 
during out of 

wedlock wedlock 

39 

-
5 
6 

21 
7 

29 
7 
2 
) 

12 
24 

3 

" 

6 
'13 
14 

" 6' 

142 

'-
77 
21 
39 
5 

:' 

47(, 
9S 
-
,-

104 .' 

33 
S 

~5 
11 
14" 

'92 

. 

,; 

I 

\) 
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152 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLES - pontinued 

ADOPTEES IN PETITIONS GRANTED, BY RACE AND BIRTU'STA1US: 1981 
'0 ) 

Adoptees 

~; 

White Non-white 

" 

Total Born" Born Born Born 

Total during out of Total during out of 
" 

wedlock wedlock wedlock wedlock 
-

" " 
TOTAL ADOPTEES ...... 431 250 106 144 1,81 39 

" 
142 

Ii 

" 

DURATION OF 
CUSTODY: 

" 0 

(~ " 10 2 i, 8 
Under 1 year .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ' ....... 35 25 4 21 ,', 

1 to 4 years ............ 317 181 72 109 i16 23 113 

5 to 9 years ............ 46 30 19 11 16 8 8 

10 to 15 years ..................... 25 10 8 2 15 3 12 

16 years and over ................ 8 4 3 1 4 3 1 

: 
MARITAL STATUS OF 
ADOPTEES' PARENTS': 

or ,) 

Not married ..... ~ ...... 286 144 - 144 142 - 142 

Separated or divorced . . . . . . 125 99 99 - 26 26 -
One or both deceased 9 5 5 - 4 4 ..:.. 

............ 
Married and living together . : . 4 2 2 ;, -, 2 2 -
Unknown .. ',' ......... 7 - - - 7 °7 -

" " 0 

INCOME OF 
'" 

PETITIONERS :' " " 

Under $5,000 ........... 5 ;, - - - 5 1 4, 

$5,000 to $9"999 ................ 19 7 5 2 i2 6 6 

$10,000 to $14,999 .............. 54 26 8 18 ,,28 10 18 

$15,000 to $19,999 .............. 86 54 23 31 32" 3 29 
,', 

$20,000 to $24,999 .............. 92 52 22 30 40 6 34 

$25,000 to $29,999 '. (', 43 26, 9 17 17 3 14 
.. eo" ........ 

$30,000 to $39,999 .............. 77 52 29 23 25 4 21 

$40,000.to $49,999 " 24 12 2 10 12 4 8, 
e ............ 

$50,000 and over .. .. .. .' '"; .. '.0 -: 17 15 4 11 " 2 1 1. 

Not reported ...... " ............... 14 6 4 2 811 1 7 
!) 

'c 

\ 
, ~ 
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TABLE'S - Concluded' 
',\ 

ADOPTEES IN PETITIONS GRANTED, BY RACE AND BIRTH STATUS: 1981 cP' 

Adoptees 
~ 

White Non-white 
--=~ 

Total Born 'Born L " ~ 
Burn ' Bor\ 

Total during ,(}ut of Total luring out ot 

- wedlock !i;~:edlock l~edlock wedlock 

TOTALADOPTEES ...... 431 250 160 144 18:1/ 39 142 
ff 

MARITAL STATUS OF '\ ~'-= 
""~ " 

PETITIONERS: ( " " Married 394 243 104 139 
"'", 

.... ,. ...................... 151 ,35 '\ 116 
Single 37 7 2 

, 
5 30 4 /1 " 26 .. ................ c. .......... 

Mother .............. 34 7 2 5 27 4 23 
Father 3 3 

0 

3 ............................ - - - -

AGE OF ADOPTING 
FATHER 

'/i () 

Under 25 years. . . . . . . . . . 8 8 "3 5 - - -
25 to 34 years .................... 161 114 54 60 47 11 36 
35 to 44 years .. ~ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 144, 87 26 61 57 6 51 
45 to 54 years .................... 56 27 17 10 29 8 21 
55 years and over ............ 28 7 4 3 21 10 11 

AGE OF ADOPTING 
MOTHER c 

" 
, 

Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . 19 18 6 12 1 - 1 
25 to 34 years ................. 189 122 54 68 67 10 :.J 57 
35 to 44 years " 158 89 32 57 69 18 51 ................ 

, 45 to S4 years ~ . . . . .. . .. .. . 44 16 9 7 28 8 20 
55 year~ and over ............ 18 5 5 - 13 3 10 

" 

RELIGIOl>f OF " 

PETITIONERS 
\ 

\ Married Petitioners 
\ 

Protestant . . . . . . . . . . . • 151 51 24 27 100 25 75 
Catholic . ..... -" .............. 170 145 57 88 25 i 24 
Jewish ........... ' ...... 15 15 7 8 - -- -
Mixed .. ..... II: ....... " ...... 41 23 11 

.. 
12 18 '4 14 

None/unknown ... ' . . . . .. 17 9 , 5 4 8 5 3 
" 

" 
Single Petitione,r 0 

Protestant . . . . ~ . . . . . . . 21 5 2 3 22 3 19 
Catholic .......................... ,8 .1 - 1 7 1 6 
'Jewish '~ ............. 1 1 - 1 - - ..:... 

.. None/unknown . . . . . . . '~ . 1" " " 9 1 " - - ,\ "- 1 
n, 

" 

, , 
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THE MEDICAL BRANCH 

Throughout .jts :Ihistoryofmor~ thana half century, the 
Medic~;'Branc.h,has provided a unique service to the court 
through the .'evaluationscotj:ducted by the psychiatrist~ and 
psyphologists,ofl'its' staff~ .With tJIe advent ',of comprehensive 
mental' health and mental ret~rdation.program~, this courtYs 
p,ofessional staff' provides important s~reening' and makes 
recorpmenC,latlons ;io the various '" community" mental health 
centers "regardfug needs for future evaluation and treatment of 
court cli~nts. Irian pverwhelming (,number of instances, the 
preliminarY. evaluations maqe. at the court have been corrob
orated by-further studies that reflect the quality and court 
appraisal .. ' The judiciary ,or the Family Court rely heavily on 
reports o Lits mental health professionals in the cOJlrt, which 
further attests to the ,strength of these services. " 

'I.} ... 

·Amon& its vaii§d. functions, the Medical Branch provides 
psychiatric and psyghological evalua~ion and treatment ~~rvices, 
dental car,e, and physical screening. It makes referrals to hos
pitals, clinics, and .mental facilities; and maintains follow,.up 

'" on progress, 
Cl " 

The Medical Branch has a regular staff of phy'sicians, psy-
chologists, and psychiatrists to diagnose and .. , recommend 

0- '. _, 

treatment of the physical and mental condition of those 
brough~ before °thecourt;a laboratory for makingbacteriol()-

"gical and
u 

serologic .studi~s; nurnescfor courtroom duty:. office 
interviews, .,.and follow-up workvv.Jth those under the' court's 
care;· and a well-equipped dental clinic whl~h provides'd'eIltal 
examinations rand necessarY treatments to clients of tlie coUt!o 

. A unique service of the ~ourt ,.,is th~ ?'nurserygwhich" careg'i for 
infants .and childrenwhjle their parents appear in court. The 
nutseryalso serves as a neutral place for parents who do not " 

," havecustody~to visit with their children. <, 

. In 1981,1,725 psychiatric examinations and '1,766psy~ho-
, .'lo,gical eJ}a.tpinations wereperfonnedat F~;milyCourt,as well 

'as 2,379pliysical~xamin~tions;and 282 dent~ ,'examinations 
xeqldring 0 J,146 :' dental" treatments. The clinic'al laboratory 
t,ysied . n~arly 5;000 speCImens. The nursery,cared for more 
than ?,OOO 'children while ,the parents transacted business in 
thecoprt. The ClinicalSeJ."Vices Unit interviewed, treated or 
referred.tnore than 400 cases .. The nurses conducted nearly 

., 700 inte,rviews·. to ... assure" folloW~up, on dmedical,prohlemsand '. 
"handledover l;OOQ.emergericy treatments. A tPtalo,f 464 

juveniles were referred to the (;o'rrectioIlal Grqup Counseling 
. 1).' . . ", .• ' 

(0 
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", 

ProgramfoI "group. therapy during 19.81. There were 296 
mental health~ commitments for evaluation or lonk te'rm~ treat';: 
ment, ~ -wella~i ?ve~~OO<a?ditionalMentalHe~th/Me~tal 
RetardatIQn hear~ deaJingWlth, requests for comnntments or 
reviews of cQmmjjiments.' , , 
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MEDICAL BRANCH 
r) ';j 

, ' . 

TABLRI 

MEDICAL BRANCH: 1977 TO 1981 $ 

. . . 
(1')' 

<.1 1981 1980 1979 
" 

Total examinations · · · ·0 •• · · · ... · . 6,152 6,607 7,475 
" 

" . 
Mental examm,ations (total) •• • · · . ' ... · 3,491

0 
3,787 3,961 

c;, !;. 

,-
" 2,186 Psychia:tricexaniinations . · · .. -'" · ''1.725 >0 1,970 • t -r • '-.-' -

Psycnologicalexaminitions. · . · · · · . · 1,766 1,817 1,775 

-Phy$ical exaniinlltions '. 2,379 2~410 3,035 · · .... · · · · · • · " 
0 

Dental examinations • • G ,t', • · · . · · · 282 410 479 

Clinicaltaboratory tests ' ~; ; 
, 

4,791 4;884 5,896 · · . · · · · .. 
. , 

NeW-cases under supervision (total). 936 1,002 ' 1,232 · · · · . 
" 

Physical .. . . · . . · · · · · · · · · · · . '557 '808' . 1,015 
"Clinical services · . · · · .. · · · . · · · · 379 "~94 217 

" 
'Children cared. for in nursery. . • · · · . · · 5,244 3,123 4,039 

~'VIsitors to nursery • • : ... . :. '- 5,166 .3,785 3,906 · · · · .'; 
'" 

:; 

Commitments under Mental"" 
n 

" 
Health Act ... · . · .. · · . · · · ..... · · 296 287 296 

Cases enrolled in Correctional Group '::! 

Counseling . . . · . · · · · . · .. · · · · · 382 354 541 
" 

\} 

fj-;) > " 

'Q 

,/' "'- , 

1/ iJ 

'159 
'; 0 

.. <,.-. -
1978 '1977 

'7,837 7,858 I . 
3,990 4,023 

I 

lu 
2,168 2,228 

, ! 
1,822 1,795 I 
3,302 , 3,288' 

- " 
545 547 

, 

5,382 6,160 

1,599 1,670 
. 

1,367 1,427 
232 243 

. 
4,367 3~886 
4,2~7 ' 3,55'1 

0 

" " 321 276', 

340 464 

"',. \) 

"" 

o " \1 
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TABLE 2 

MENTAL AND PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS: 1981 

" 
Cl L\ " 

Total Psychiatric Psychological Physical 
" 

Pei'- Per- Per- Per-
Branch referring cases Num- cent Num- cent Num- cent Num- cent 

ber distri- ber distri- ber distri- ber di~tri-
bution bution bution bution 

Total exmninations ..... 5,870 100 1,725 100 1,766 100 2,379 100 

Juvenile branch (total) ... 3,444 59 1,341 78 1,611 91 492 21 

Delinquent .......... 3,163 54 1,255 73 1,535 87 373 16 
Non-delinquent ....... ' 245 4 55 3 71 4 119 .,5 

, Adults ............ 36 1 31 2 5 t- - -
Domestic relations branch 1,088 . 18 378 22 153 ,9 557 23 

Adoption branch : . . . . . . 8 t- 6 t- 2 t- - -
-

Employees .......... 272 5 - - - - .272 11 
u Emergency and iust aid 

treatments . ; . . . . .,' ',' . 1,0~8 18. - - - - ,1,058 45 

tLess than 0.5 percent." 

TABLE 3 

CLINICAL LABORATORY TESTS: 1977 TO 1981 
(, 

., 

1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 
" 

Total tests . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . • . 4,791 4,884 5,896 5.382 6,160 
(;-1 

Serologic te~ts for syphilis ••• ,l •••••• 2,687 2,460 2,231 2,361 3,125 
,Smears for gonoccoccus . . . . . . .. . . . 153 150 92 441 47 
Cultures for gonococcus. . . . . , . . . . . 328 420 352 448 \I 890 
Urinalyses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,013 755 /5 895 908 1,060 

I 
I 

Tricho~o~as ................. 328 416 335 410 872 
Hemoglobin (sjckle cell) . ~ ....... ". - 469 1,778 754 -
UCG (pregnancy) .............. 282 165 196 33 113 

: 

Miscellaneous . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 49' 17 27 53 

MEDICAL BRANCH 

TABLE4 " 

PRIMARY ANn-SECONDARY DIAGNOSES IN PSYCHIATRIC 
EXAMINATIONS: 1981 

. 
" 

Primary diagnoses 
Nature of diagnoses 

Total 
" 

Primary 
Non-

Delinquent delinquent 
diagnoses children children Adults 

Total examinations '" 

.' .......... 1,725 1,257 132 336 
Sub-normal intelligence 
Normal intelligence 

........ 15 '14 1 113 -Above normal mtelli~;n~; . . . . . . . 50 7 56 1 ....... - 1 -
Behavior disorders of childh~Od ,. 

" 

and adolescence (total) ........ 358 351 6 1 
Group delinquent reaction 

176 Unsocialized aggressive reactio'n' . . . < 175 1 180 -
Other reaction . . 

.... 174 5 1 ............ 2 2 -
_ Tran~:afu~lional disturbances 

-
((l (to~a1) 
'I~ ............. ..... 541 502 ~, \ 

24 15 
Adjustment reaction of adolescence 

493 473 Ad~ustment F.'eaction of childhood . . 19 1 
Adjustment reaction of adult li~ 32 27 5 16 -' Ie ... 2 14~ -

Conditions without manifest \I 

PSYphiatric disorder (toW) ........ 501 202 79 220 
No mental disorder . 
Social ma1adjustme~t' : . . . . . . . . 439 198 69 172 48 , Non-specific conditions '" . . . . . 2 8 38 .. .. .. ;~ . . . . 14 2 

.. 
2 10 

, 

Total 
secondary 
diagnoses 

135 

9 
6 
1 

" 

17 

'2 
14 
1 

38 

32 
5 
1 

.;, 

2 
,;, 

-
2 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 4 - Concluded 

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DIAGNOSES INPSYCHIA~RI<; " 
EXAMINATIONS: 1981 , 

" 

c 

, 0 
Prim'ary diagnoses 

NatUre of diagnoses Total Non-
primary Delinquent Uelinquent 
diagnoses children children " Adults 

Pers~nality and other non-psychotic " 
mental disorders (total)' . 114 ,. 96 3 15 · . · . 

Personality disorders (total) . 76 66 1 9 
" 

Z Passive-aggressive 20 17 1 · . . · . · 
Anti-social - 36 34 - "2 .. · '. · . · ... · . 

2 3 " l' - " 

Explos;.ve . .. · · . · . . · . · .. 
11 

,. 
Obsessive-compulsive .. 11 ., - -... ' . . 
Other types 

. 6 3 - 3 · . · . . ' . · . 
.. 

Sexual deviations . 1 1 - -· . · 
Alcoholism 8 3 - 5 · . · . 
Drug .dependency. , • 29 26 2 1· . · 

(J 
" 

Psychoses not a~tributed to physical' " 

condition (total) 20 8 2 10 · . 
.. 

Schizophrenia . 9 4 ·1 4 .. · · . • .c. 
4 1 " 6 Other psychoses " 11 . . · . . .. 

'j 

3 8 Neuroses '. 21 10 " .. . · . · . · · . 
" 

Mental retardation . 20 13 2 5 · . . · . . . 
" 16 10 2 4 Non-diagnostic terms . · . . 

., .. 
5 1 2 2 Other diagnoses • · . . . · · . . 

" 

() 

Total 
secondary , 
diagnoses 

43 " -
24 

3 
, 

19 
-
1 
1 

-
6 

13 

2 .; 

" 
'::<"-

2 

5 
,. 

11 

,j -

-

r-

o 

\ 
\. 

.. 

----~----------------;,\- .--

MEDICAL BRANCH 

TABLE 5 

PSYCHOLOGIC~L EXAMINATIONS: 1981 

Branch referring cases , 
~~ 

Dia~oses 
Juvenile ., 

Domestic 
", ' Total Non- Relations 

Delinquent delinquent Adults ., 

Total examinations ..... 1,766 1,535 71 5 153 

',\ 

Superior ............. 50 21 - 1 28 
Bright normal •••••••• ~ 96 57 6 1 32 
Normal .... I I ~ •• I I I 'I 828 717 29 2 79 
Dull nOJ:'P1al .......... 497 473 19 - 5 
Borderline • • ~ . • • • • ~ • ~ 240 221 13 1 4. 
Mild retardation ....... 55 " 46 4 - 5 

TABLE 6 

CLINICAL SERVICES UNIT ACTIVITIES: 1977 ... 1981 

1981 1980 1979 1978 

Total ,cases' I •••••••• :' •••••• -~ •••• 519 383 452 464 
" l\ 

Clinical services probation c 476 356 404 434 • 0 ........ 

,. 
New cases . ,I • I I • • I I I ..• • • I • • • I 336 194 217 \l 232 
Carried over from previous year ..... 140 162 187 202 

.. 
" 

Domest~c Relatio'ns cases •••••••••• 43 27 48 30 
.-

Cases requiring individual '\ 

foUow-up . • • • • . • • • I .. • • • • • • lj • 286 " 108 126 153 
" 

Group therapy . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . '. . . - 14 9 11 
.. 

Casesreferred to outside /, 

;tgencies •• ' •• "1 ••••••••• ., •••• 50 86 93 c, 81 
" 

Correctional $Ioup counseling ... ' .... 635 684 870 635 
,. 

'\ 

~ewcases 
'{I 

382 354 541 340 . . ~ . . ',.' . ~ . . . . . . . . 
Carried over from pr~vious year . , ... 253 330 

.' 
329 295 

" 

" 

• 1.1 

163 
, . 

! ' 

Adoption 

2 

-
-
1 
-
1 
-

1977 

504 

" 453 

243 
210 

51 

127 

4 

112 

674 

464 
210 
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164 FAMILY COURT DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 7 

COMMITMENTS MADE UNDER MENTAL HEALTH ACT: 1981 

Admitting centers and institutions 

'! 

Total Ca.ses . ................... ''''' ....... '. 

Benjamin Rush Center for Mental Health . . • • • . . • • • • 
CATCH (Formerly Jefferson Hospital) •••.••••••••• 
Catchment Area 4 (Philadelphia Psychiatric Center) .•••• 

. Catchment Area 6 (Einstein Hospital) • :- •••.••••.•• ' 
COMHAR (Episcopal Hospital) •.•••..••••.•.••• 
Eastern Pa. Psychiatric Institute ••••.•.•••.••••• 
Eastern State School.and Hospital •..••••••••...• 
Einstein Hospital • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . 
Eugenia Hospital •• • • • . • • • • •. . . • • • . • . • • • • • 
Hahnemann Hospital • • • • • • • .'. • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 
Haverford State Hospital •••••.• ' ••••••••..•••• 
Institute of pa. Hospital • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • 
Interac ....... " ...... (I •••• (I ••••••••• (I • • 

Norristown State Hospital ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
North Central CMHC (Temple Hospital) • • • . • • • . • . . • 
Northeast CMHC (Friends' Hospital) • • • • • • • • . .'. • • . 
Northwestern CMHC (Northwestern Inst. of Psychiatry) .•• 
PATH (Nazareth Hospital) •••••••••••••••••••• 
Pennhurst State School and Hospital • • • . . • . .'. • • • • • 

41 Pennsylvania Hospital (Hall-Mercer) •• • • • • • • • • • • • . 
Philadelphia Child Guidance Clinic .• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Philadelphia State Hospital ••••••••••••••••••• 
St. Mary's Hospital ••••• " ••. , ••••••.•••.••• 
West Philadelphia Consortium. • • • • • • • • • • •• • . • • • 
Woodhaven 'Center , ........ '!' ••••• ~ ••••••••• 

Total 

296 

2 
2 

14 
17 
!5 :1 
87 
1 
3 

19 
3 
5 
4 

28 
24 
6 
8 
4 
2 
6 

10 
26 
1 
5 
.3 

For 
Evaluation 

88 

2 
1 
7 

11 
11 

11 

1 
4 

18 
5 
3 
4 

5 

5 

For 
Treatment 

208 

1 
7 
6 
4 
1 

87 
1 
3 
8 
3 
4 

2~ 
6 
1 
5 

2 
1 

10 
26 

1 

I, 3 
____ ----------~,:------~----~'~' ________ ~ ____ ~ ____ _L ________ -L ________ __ 

.:; 

o 
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(i 
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• 

\. 

,'J 

MEDICAL BRANCH 

TABLE 8 

CASES UNDER S"9PERVI,SJON OF THE NURSES: 1981 

Total cases supervised during the year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 
New cases thls year .......................................... . 
Carried over from .previous year . . . . . . . . . '-'. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (I • • • • 

Office interviews (I • (I ... ' •••••••••••• (I ••••••• ~ ••• ~ ••• , •••••••••• 

Diagnosis on cases under supervision: 

Dental ~e . . • . . . • . • . • • • • $< • • • • • • • It • • • • • • • • (I • • • II • • • • • • • • • 

. Digestive disorders ........ (I • • • • • • • • • • • • (I • • • • • • .'. • • • • • • • • (I .. 

Ears, nose and tluoat . . (I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • (I • • • • (I 

Eyes ........ (I ••••• (I • (I •• (I' ••••••••••••••••••••• (I ••••••• 

. Heart .. (I •••• (I • (I ..... (I •• (I ••••••• (I ••••• (I ••••••••••••• (I (I .. 

Pre/post natal . (I ........... )t •••••••••••••••••• ~' ••• 0 •• ,.~ ••••• 
? ' 

,Re.spir~ tory. • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • • . • • • • • • . • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • ..... • • 
Skm dl.sorder. . . . . . . . . . . . .' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Trichomonas. . . . . . . . . . . (I • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • (I • • .. • • • • a .. • • • • 

Urinary . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '. . . . . . . . . . 
~JJ Venereal ............................... , . :1' •••••• ~ ••••• 

III 

Others ...'. Ii • • • • • • • • • • .' • • • • ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • !. • • •. • • • • • • • • • 

I\. 

() 

165 

852 

557 
295 

676 

163 
59 
48 

168 " 
73 
18 
50 
48 
27 
25 
62 
49 

, 
i 

I 
! 

! 

~ 
! 
l 

I 
I 
i 

I 
I 
I 

1\ 

( 
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TABLE 1 

TOTAL FILINGS, CASES DISPOSITIONS, AND 
SESSIONS: 1977 TO 1981 

1981 1980 1979 I 

TOTAL PETITIONS FILED ..... 58,775 48,083 48,733 

TOTAL CASES DISPOSED t OF 
IN ALL BRANCHES ......... 54,264 50,710 51,650 

Through court hearing. . . . . . . . . 37,404 31,772 32,844 
Without court hearing . . . . . . . . . 9,641 12,044 10,464 
Intake interviews at Youth Study 

Center ................. 1,327 1,3.93 1,558 
Divorces and annulments granted .. 5,892 5,501 6,784 

TOTAL DISPOSITIONS t IN ALL 
" . " 

"' 

BRANCHES ..... , ........ 59,301 55,707 51,887 

Through court hearipg. . . . . . . . " 40,671 35,074 38,446 
Without court hearing . . . . . . . . . 1l,41J 13,739 ,11,099 
Intake interviews at Youth Study 

Center ................. 1,327 1,393 1,558 
Divorces and annulments granted .. 5,892 5,501 6,784 

" 
TOTAL COURT SESSIONS ..... 3,148 3,206 2,938 

t See page 119 for distinction between cases and dispositions. 

.' 0 

1978 1977 

43,787 41,585 
-

48,350 46,140 

30,127 26,632 
9,663 10,447 

2,231 2,767 
6,329 6,~94 

55,941 51,552 

37,194 31,640 
10,187 10,851 

2,231 2,767 
6,329 6,294 ' 

2,863 2,786 

I, 

I 
1 

i 
! 

I t ;,1 

! 

G 

\ 
,'<' 

0 

't 

I· . 

Year " 

1977 ...... 
1978 ...... 
1979 ...... 
1980 ...... 
1981 ...... 

1977 ...... 
1978 ...... 
1979 ... : .. 
1980 ...... 
1981 ...... 

1977 ...... 
1978 ...... 
1979 ...... 
198,0 ...... 
1981 ...... 

1977 ...... 
1978 ...... 
1979 ...... ... 

1980 ...... ',' 
1981 ...... 

I ~ 
" ~ 

1 ~ 

STATISTICAL ~UMMARY 

TABLE 2 

TOTAL FILINGS, CASES, DISPOSITIONS, AND 
SESSIONS: 1977 TO 1981 , 

All " Domestic 
Branches Juvenile Relations Adoption 

.i 

Petitions Filed 
" 

41,585 12,791 20,684 866 
43,787 ' 13,788 21,123 865 
,48,733 14,341 26,075 867 
48,083 15,497 24,793 838 
58,775 15,817 34,760 916 

Cases Disposed Of 

46,140 21,580 16,215 891 
48,350 23,497 16,490 784 
51,650 24,346 18,735 853 
50,710 27,127 16,524 808 
54,264 31,373 14,736 835 

Dispositions 

51,552' 21,580 21,627 891 
55,941 " 23,497 24,081 784 
51,887 24,346 24,972 853 
55,707 27,127 21,521 

,\ 

808 
591301 31,373 19,773 835 

Court Sessions 

2,786 1,554 1,044 1~6 
2,863 1,433 1,271 1(}7 
2,938 1,358 1,424 104 
3,206 1,504 ' 1,561 J' 8'9 
3,148 1,692 1,301 J 103 

::.: , 

0 

'I 'c 

" 

169 

Divorce 

7,244 
8,011 
7,450 
6,955 
7,282 

7,454 
7,579 
7,716 
6,251 
7,320 

7,454 
7,579 
7,716 
6,251 
7,320 

52 
52 
52 
52 
52 

. ~, 
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION ~ 1981 

TABLE: 3 

DISPOSITIONS THROUGH COURT HEARING: 1971 TO 1981 

r:,~ 

Cases. .. . . . . . . . 
Dispositions thr~ugh court ~,earing . C'). • 

Juvenile branch. . ... . . 
.,:: ......... ~ 

lin ~\~ ... De quency.. . . . _,. . .. 
Non-delinquency ..... ,.. .. . 
Adults corrupting or endangering the 

welfare of childr~ .. . 
Enforcement ': . . . . • . . . . 

Domestic relations branch . . . . . . 
C. 1\ \ 

Petitions for support . . . . . . 
Modifications.. ... . . . . . 
Non-payment . . . . . 
Custody/visitation' ...... . ... . 

'Adoption branch. .. . .". ."... , ... . 

Petitions'for adoption .. . . '" . ; . . . 
Petitions for voluntary relinquishment. . . 
Petitions for involuntary Jennination .• 

TABLE 4 
o 

I.i-

12,746 ' 
7,418 

I) 

1,281 
22~ 

11,848 " 
o 

2,419 
4,966 
2,752 
1,711 

808 

o 

'.-

19190 ,~, 1978 

0 

32,844 30,127 
38,446 37,194 

18,272 16,909 

13,069 12,617 
'3,865 2,622 

9~4 1,176 
404 494' , 

18,389 18,251 

4,193 5,509 
6,091 6,008 
6,124 4,544 
1,981 2i19O 

853 784 
= 

430 465" 
193 168 
230 0 151 

,,-' 
932 1,250 

\) 

,:':. 

,1 DISPOSITIONS WITH@UT COURT HEARING: 1977 to l~f81 r; 

[) 
" 0 

Cases 000. 0 00 0 • 0 • 00 .". 0 0 •• 0 0 0 . , 

Totalaisposidons o. 0 0 0 0 •• 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 '.' 

vvumtht ;ourthearin~ 
,. 

, 0, 

............... " . " 

Juvenile branch \J 
.. .. . . . " . " .. " .' . . .. " 

Domestic Relations branch ............ 
" 

.. I' 
Through intake interview YSC 

.,.! 
, o 0 0 0 • O,}" 

Divorces and annulments granted 0 0 0 • 0 0 

'" 
' :~ ... 

\.j 

(I 

1981 1980 , 

16,860 18,938 

18,630 20,633 

11,~H1 13,739 

~ 3,517 0 4,()66 
7,894 9,673 

1,327 ,·1,393 

5,892 5,501 
'.1 

1979 
" 

18,806 

19,441 

11,099 

4,516 
6,583 
, 

1,558' 

/),,7,84 
If 

II 
i( 

1978 

18,223 

18,747 

10,187 

4,357 
5,830 

02,231 

6,329 

- ~----~ ---~ 

r .. 

c:..' 

" 

1977~7 

266ii , c, 

31,640 

14,904 

J1,427 
·1,909 

'1,033 
53'S 

" 

14,685 

3,447 
t::::-" "~-Q 

4,33'''( 
1,451 

,891 " 

577. 
166 
148 

1,160 
.; 

1977 
',', 

19,508 

19,912 
!, 
)( -

.10,851 ., .' 

3,909 
6,942 

2,767 
c 

6,294 , ,._\ 

ot 

I 
.1 

1 , 
o 

I 
I 
! 
1 
1 
I 

~ () 

fl 

[1 
,j 
1,1 
j"j 
§ " 

~ ! t . ..1 

" 

o . STATISTICAL SJ,fMMARY 

TABLES 

JUVENILE BRANCH:. 1977 TO 1981 

." 
() 

n 1981 1980 1979 
" .:..--

\':,J , 

TOTAL PETITIONS FILED ....... ',-;r , ,15,817 15,497 14,341 

- o u . II 
CJ~S DISPOSED OF .•.......... 31,373 27,127 24,346 

I.~' " 

1 ' 26,529 21,668 18,272 Tlllough court he,aring .,. . . . . . . ..... 
VVithoutcourthearing ............ 3,517 4,066 4,516 
Through intake interviews at Youth .' 
'Study Center , " . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 1,327 1,393 1,558 

"" 
"TotAL DISPOSITIONS ........... 31,373 27,127 24,346 

.. 

Delinquency cases . .............. 18',936 18,168 19,032 

New charges ..........•...... 13,183 11,765 12,524 
Rehearings . . . . . . . . . 0 '; • • • • • • 0 5,75?:., 6,403 6,508 

Ii 
~ , ia 0 •• 11,239 . 7.678 4,380 Non' elinquency • 0 0 0 •• 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 • 0 

J 

New charges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,717 2,296 1,619 
Rehearings; . 0 0 0 0 • • 0 • • 0 • • • • 0 "'0 8,522 --"'\1.B2 2,761 

cf~'''", ., 

Adults corrupting or endangering 
~ 

welfare of children 0 0 0 • • • 0 0 Co 0 • • 0 1,198 1,281 934 

COURT SESSIONS 
,', 

1,692 1,504 1,358 
• • .. .. • • " " i~ • • • • " 

-;) 

lc 
l[= 

'" \'J') 

\l 

<) 

171 

" 

1978 1977 

13,788 12,791 

23,497 2~,580 

16,909 14,904 
., 

4,357 3,909 

2,231 2,767 

23,497 21,580 
co 

19,051 17,973 

12,568 12,315 
6,;483 5,658 

3,270 2,574 

1,583', 1,215 
1,687 1,359 

i0 

1,176 1,033" 
, 

1,4f}3 1,554 

'''b 

o 

::;:, 
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TABLE 6 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH: f~77 TO 1981, 

'i.'., 1981 1980 

TOTAL PETITIONS FILED ..•.. r,,· •• 22,414 24,793 
(") 

CASES DISPOSED OF ..•••••••.•• 14,736 " 16,524 

Through court hearing ....... ' .... ,,8,612 8,546 
Without court hearing . . . . . . .~. ~, . . 6,124 7,978 

r 

" Agreements. . . • . • • • . . . • . . • o· 6,124 5,230 
Other. . ~ . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . '11' - 2,748 

U (~ 

TOTAL DISPOSITIONS I 
.;., 

19,773 21,521 .......... 
Su pport order made. ". • . • • . • • • . . • 2,977 2,970 
Order modified •••• II ••••••• ' ••• 3,102 3,407 
Continue to pay order/arrears • . . . • .• 2,871 2,468 
Comm~t if fails to pay. . • • " • • . . • . . 112 153 
Disnrlssed. • . . • . • • • • . • •• . . ,', . . 581 636 
Withdrawn .. . '~'. " ............. 374 306 
Custody of child awarded .......... 1,015 775 
Visitation rights f1xed. • • . • • . • . • • '. 1,313 960 
Afrears remitted/m,9dified ..•...•.• 1,882 1,859 
Wage attachment iSsued ••• , •• ft • II •• .,2.,557 2,221 
DPA made benef1ciary .•..••••.•. 961 799 
Berikficiary ~hanged to/from DPA2 . • •• 4 2,753 
All other dispositions • • . . " • • . • . .'. 2,024 2,214 

i~ , 
,,' 

COURT SESS10NS •..•••••••.••. 1,301 1,561 

I See page 119 foT. distmction between cases and disposit~ons. 
2See page 128, footnote 2. " 

o 

,. 
,', 

1979 " 

26,075 
" 

18,735 

12,787 
5,948 

" 

" 2,355 
3,593' 

24,97~) 

4,290 
4,007 
2,770 

239 
1,583 u 

530 
773 

1,051 
1,720 
2,433 

121 
3,071 
2,384 

1,424 

" 

1978 1977 
I.t~ 

"21,123 20,684 

16,490 16,215 

11,184 9,677 
5,306 6,538 

Ii 

1,032 " 506 
4,274 ',~032 
~ 
/' 

24,081 21,,627 

4,011 2,743 
3,186 2,933 
1,965 1,449 

278 445 
1,382 895 

855:; 463 
702 462 

1,074 <817 
1,7J3 1,757 
2,117 1,~,83 

-, 505, 318 -, 
4,101 5,872 ; 

0 

2,192 1,890 

1,271 1,044 

.. \~ 

' r \\J 
1.;1 

I " 

! 
I 
! (1 

) , 
I 

I . 
j !:) 

I 0 

:;1 

l' 

' . 

) 

o 

STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

TABLE? 

ADOPTION BRANCH: 1977 TO 1981 

" 
-, 1981 

!;! 

1980 
" 

PETITIONS FILED o 0 0 ........... 916 838 

" For adoption . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464 438 
Eor voluntary relinquishment ......... 190 162\j 

, For irivoluntary tennination >. 0 0 0 0 · .... 262 238 

REPORTS OF INTENTION TO ADOPT 0 0 0 262 238 
" 

CASES DISPOSED' OF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 835 808 
.,' 

Adoption · .................... 416 452 
Voluntary relinquishment 0 0 0 0 0 0 ,~: 0 0 0 0 181 138 
Involuntary tennination ." 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 238 218 

TOTAL DISPOSITIONS . ........... 835 . '._ 808 , 
0 

Adoption · ................... ,- 416 452 
" , 

~:. 

Granted · .......... . . . . · .... 397 436 
Withdrawn, dismissed, ,denied ........ 19 16 

" 0° ;""-, 

VQluntary relinquishment 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 181 138 " 
;, " 

Granted · ..... " ............. 162 122 
Withdrawn, dismissed, denied .. ' ....... 19 16 

" 

Involuntary tennination . 0 0 0 0 0 • ~ 0 0 0 0 '238", 218 
'.! .. , 

0 
, " 217 Granted · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · .... 201 

Withdrawn, dismissed, denied 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 ,17 
" ... i 

TOTAL ADOP1'EES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 n 431 482 
v; 

,. 
0 

COURT SESSIONS .... , ........ ~ ... 103 89 
" " 

l" 
!J\l 

\) 

173 

1979 1978 1977 

867 ,865 866 

444 514 540 
172 171. 183 
251 180 143 

262 267 215 

853 784 891 

430 465 j~ 577 
193 168 166 o 
230 151 ~g 

// 

t' Ie--
853 784 891. 

430 465 577 

410 442 561 
20 23 16 

~ 

193 168 °166 

169 146 153 
24 22 1,3 

230 151 148 

"" 129 ,215 136 
15 15 t9 c 

'-' ..... • 
463 492 6~6" 

., 

104 I) 107 136 
" " 
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174 'p AMIL Y COUR,T DIVISION - 1981 

TABLE 8 

DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS: 1977 TO 1981 
P 

I, 

() 1981 1980 1,979 
" 

DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS STARTED .•.•. 7,282 6,955 7,450 

CASES, DISPOSED OF ............. 7,320 6,251 7,716 
(' 

Through court hearing (motions and 
rules) ................... . ~ ... \) 1,428 750 932 

0 

Without court hearing 
(divorces and annulme~ts granted) .. - .. 5,892 5,501 6,784 

TOTAL DISPOSITIONS _ •••• _ Ii ••.•••• 7,320 6,251 7,716 
" 

Motions and rules • .:. _ • • • • _ • • • • • e _ 1,428 750 932 

Rule for alimony pendente lite · . - .... 86 37 63, 
Rule for contempt .". -.. -. - ....... 63 46 51 
Preliminary objection to complaint " 68 86 75 ..... 
Rule for prelimi~y injunction · ...... 97 27 34 
Preliminary conference and/or order 

directing partition • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • 39 32 54 
Rule to proceed informa pauperis •••.••• 471 196 414 
Miscellaneous rules and motions · ...... 604 326 241 

, 'j) 

Divorces and annulments granted 
(t~gal grounds) ................. 5,892 5,5 OJ 6,784 

Indi~ities C) 1,415 4,282 5,345 ................... 
Desertion ••••••••••• c •• _ •••• 343 947 1,090 
Indignities and desertion ........... 40 115 212 

" 
Indignities ana cruelty • • • • • • • • • • • . • 21 55 68 
Irretrievable breakdown 4,010 " ........... - -

" Othe~ls. • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • ". • • I'. • . . 63 102 69 
" 

0 

TOTAL NUMBER OF DIVORCES AND 
AN~ruLMENTSGRANTEDAND 
CIDLDREN INVOLVEO .••••••• ' ••••• 5,89'2 5,501 " 6~784 

n 
',\ 

Families with children 
0 

4,217 ......... - .... 
\\ 

3,468 3,470 
No children involved .'. •• • • • • • • • • • ..... 

iI ;. ,_ 

2,424 ,,2,031 2,507 

, COURT SESSIONS •••• 0 ••••••••••• 52 52 52 
(I 

'6 

" 

1978 1977 ' 

8,011 7,244 

7,579 7,454 
p 

1,250 1,160 

6;329 6,294 
1:"1 

7,579" 7,454 

1,250 , 1,160 

83 69 
19 11 
57 53 
"29 61 

~ 

94 31 
618 64] 
350 2g~ 

6,329' 6,294 

4,908 4,989 
1,136 999 

138 144 
69 79 (~ 

- -
78 83 

.:J 
! 

6,329 6,294 

4,051 4,031 
2,278 2,263 

52 52 

o 

TABLE 9 

" 
SUPPORT ORDER PAYMEN:;rS? AND RESTITUTION: 1977 TO 1981 

C' 

Receip:ts in payment 
Q ' 
of support 
orders ....... 

Juvenile branch: 
Direct orders ... 
Reimburse orders 

Dept. of Public 
Welfare ...... 

Domestic relations 
branch ...... 
AFDC . ..... 
Non-AFDC 

Restitu tion 

.... 

.... 

<.'1 
[ 
(', 

1981 

$35,403,594 

'. 6,283 

25,8()8 

35,371,),503 
8,976,002 

26,395,501 

35,411 

" " 1977 .. 1980 1979 1978 

'c 

$32,174,755 $30,512,544 $26,130,960 ' $25,850,926 

\) 
6,535 7,278 6,110 10,057, 

30,051 36,956 47,267 67,150 

32,138,169 30,468,310 26,077,583 25,773,719 
7,441,562 7,273,736 5,708,988 4,380,601 

24,696,607 23,194,574 20,368,595 21,3~3,118 

32,918 23,574 18,981 18,4% 

i! n 

)J 

D, 

C' 
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