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, i - B A . e o Jan Kirb

. While portions of this document | » o | Temkiney : -

" : . 3 - ‘ : Pr Dn'e d By: P ricia Drew, D S W

r ) are illeglble ’ lt was micro 3 S S : , roject cte y at ¢l .
fi lmed frOm the beSt COPY ‘ ‘ R ‘. Prohtem The purpose of thlS prOJect was t;\o conduct a search of. the

ava‘i lab le * I t | i S be ing | - ' 11terature on self- concept of Amerlcan Indlans. The lrterature concern- - | A ,
- di Stributed because O:.E the | ‘. ‘ - , » .ing Indlan self-concept was gulded bY SYmbohc 1nteract1on theol'Y - : ‘;
: valuable information 1it . U R :

R

While the focus of thls study was to search the hterature to examine

o

contains. : e ORI P "-‘prevmus research dealing with the self concept of the Amerlcan Indian, 5

addltmnal 11terature, cons1dered relevant because of the effect on the ? ,
' : : , N cel psychologlcal make—up of the Indian, was mcorporated into the follow1ng

‘ é ' areas: (1) Dommant soc1ety s perspectlve of the Indlan, (2) Selected RS :
] 5 a3 ‘ ’ ks

ks | ' e cultu1a1 chfferences between I_ndlan and dornmant cultures (3) Overv1ew ,

D

of federal Indlan p011c1es and the psychologmal effect of them upon the .. ...t

F - . Indlan commumty, (4) A br1ef look at Indlan educatlon, (5) A. Conte‘mporary

{ ' Ja . . Lo N ¢ S

" RN o B proﬁle of the Indlan--where is he now"

. :,M“e‘thod: In ‘ord‘erl to complete t'hi,s hibl:iOgr;aphic study of;‘se‘lf-concept; of .

i . ; . ~ . : "’Amerlcan Indlans ';.fomnuter searches were conducted from data banks L
S ~ National Institute of Justice , . - 7 1\\

United States Department of Justice , - : 7 ‘ s Bt e w S SEHRIE AL R |
Washington, D. C. 20531 o \ , | - SR e Hcontaklm‘ng psyc ologlcat educatlonat and nsvychlatrlc matenals. | Soﬂcm, .

s

\7 .
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'10g1ca1 materlals arc not avallable 1n any data bank and had tor be\\, AA ’
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" the hands of experts. |

T

manually located. By ‘these searchés it was found that relative to the
major area of self-concept, extremely little material on Indian self-

concept existed.

: Fmdmgs and Irnpllcatlons )

Of the studies rev1ewed, it was found that the resear ch methodology
varied considerably. Some researchers took into account the ethnic
identity of the test examiners, the cultural appropriateness of the te'st—

ing instruments, the representativeness of the sample while others did

‘not. Certain researchers addressed thei__s"s,ue of Indian self-concept's

being multidimensional and the necessity of having multiple instruments
| . . i// - ’
to measure it. . The studies conducted by HaVinghurst and Dreyer, cer-
tainly the most rlgorous in thelr research me+hodology, suggest that
NS o

Indian self-concept is not lower than self concept in dominant culture

individuals. Other studies offer the more pervasive vi,ew that the Indian

possesses a low self-concept. The most careful researchers suggest,

that if proper testmg mechanisms were utilized, studies that indicate
Indlans ha.ve a low self concept mlght show the. reverse, a h1gh self-

As long as some researchers in ) the- soc1a1 sc1ences, persmt

Q

concept.
in viewing Indians as not being differentiated from dominant society < -

mem‘ber s to the extent that standafdiZed,; Culturally ~ina‘p15r.opriate tests "

S

continue to be utilized--the Indian community will continue to suffer at

.
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" and feliability shoulanever be employed.

the influence of both Indian and dominant cultures,

s,
i

The literature relating to thesociOIOgical concepts of the "Marginal

.o 1" ‘V S 3 3 A
Man' and the ''Sojourner' were reviewed to ascertain previous application

%

to the Indian commumty and to aid the non- -Indian reader in conceptualiz-

y,
ing the bicultur= 4 experlence of being an American Indian in modern

American society, (as seen through the eyes of a nen-Indian researcher),

- This aspect of biculturality is germane; to the issue raised by several

researchers, that is, Indian self-concept is multidimensional and reflects

Suggestions for future ;esearchersn include: (1) Research on -

Indians should be conducted by Indians whenever possible, While non- -

. Indians may of course continue to be involved, it is crucial that at

certain points in time, test construction and 'administration be conducted
by qualified Indian researchers., (2) Reeearch methodology should be
as rigorous as resources allow. Tests that have not demonstrated nor

been piloted for use with the Indian commuhity with respect to validity

Samples haphazardly drawn

" do not increase our body of knowledge, Findings of cé.éually‘ conducted

G

research do not assist us in distributing resources more intelligently; - ="~

often, "‘th,ey merely add to the myths and stereotypes that al_reedy exist

‘about Indians to fortify politically-minded, biased or racial positions, |
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this study Wa.s to search the literature té e}_;ami-ne the previous research
dealing with the self-concept of the American Indian, .addi»tiOnal literature
that was considered relevant because of the effect on the psychological
maice-up of the Indian, was’ incorporated into the vfo‘lléwing areas:
1. Dom‘inant Culture's Per spéctive of the Indian : |

4

2. Selected Cultural Differences Between Indian and Dominant

5 R
: . .,

Cultures

3. Overview of federal Indian policies and the psychoiogical effect

- of them upon the Indian -community . ; -

4. A brief look at Indian education

5. A contemporary prefile of the Indian--Where is he now?
Questions that the study atté.mpts to shed light oﬁ are as follow'sbz
1. What is the effect of domin.ant cul.turé on the self-conc"ept

{ H:_:

of Indians ?

2, Do Indians have a lower self-concept than individuals in

dominant culture?

3. If Indians do have a lower self-concept, at what point in time

does it occur ?

4, What expériences most influence Inglian self-concept?

5. Inthe studies that have proported to nica§ure Indian -sélg-cqncept,

have the mechanisms been adequate for use with the Indian community ?

e s ey
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Definitions of Terms

Dominant Culture
Dominant Culture is defined as the system of values and meanings
polit-

that are shared by the majority of American society; historically,

ically én.d emotionally evolving from Anglo-Saxon traditions,

Indian
Thc.a're are a variety of definitions as to what is an Indian. The
Bureau of Indian Affairs defines those to be Indian who are enrolled

members of-eligible tribes, living on or near Indian reservations, and

who are one-quarter or more of Indian blood, Services are provided in
accordance with this definition, )

A more pervasive definition of Indian is that used by the Bureau

of Census since 1971 which utilizes self-declaration or enumerator

judgement as the criteria. Thus, ahy individual who considers himself

an Indian, is one, regardless of the degree of Indian blood, ) .

Since this review proposes to discuss American Indians generally,

although considering that reservation and utban;Indians may be influenced:s

~ by dominant society di‘fferentially,. the Bureau of, Census definition will e

be utilized,

Se1f~Ce5ncept
Self-gor;c't:pt is the sum I;otal of a person's idea.é 'and‘ attitudes about
Who and what h‘e 1s It comprises all the_gxperier{lc‘es‘ that constitute a |
per'spl;x'.s é.\;rareness"off his existance. . ‘ | |
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Method

.

In order to complete this descriptive study of self-concept of

. i v i ted.
American Indians, a comprehensive search of the literature was conduc

To that end file cards on Indian psychology, self-esteem, self-concept,

were examined in the university, public and Bureau of Indian Affairs

libraries in Wa‘shington, D. C.
Computer searches were utilized from the following data banks;

1 Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC), containing

psych;:)logical and educational materials
2. Medline, contains péychologicé.l and .psychiatric materials.

3. American Psychological Association, (PACAR), contains

«

psychological materials

So‘éiological materials are not currently available in any data bank

;a.nd had to be examined manually., This examination dealt.with the past

five years of material,

There is no dearth of materials concerning Indians generally, but
a serious limitation is in the area of psychology.. Foriexample, in the

Bureau of Indian Affairs library, the card catalog notes fifty items or,)
Q . /

- - . - 3 ] is4‘

Indian pottery andtwenty 1tem$ on Ix}ghan psycholc})ﬁgy. This situation ‘

1[

discussed more fully in Chapter II\. o

The computér searches reflected a similar situation. For egaxnple,

I

in Pacar, ohly nine items on Indian self-concept were noted, even th“ioughk‘

in the general field of self—-c;once‘pt there were approximat.ely 23 12 1teWS@ .

cataloged for the same time period.

«
liopapurimre

g

No- I

T

5
Interviews with selected Indians and’experts in the field provided

another useful re source,

The literature review concerning Indian self-concept will be guided

-

by symbolic interaction theory.

Basis for this Study

The decision to do this s’tudy grew out of the writer's interest being
evoked as a result of \vorkiné:?;rith Native American png_,rarf'xs in a federal®
agency. Anyone who embarks upon dealing with t;ie Indian community for
the first time is probably due for some startling surprises as was the
writell. Previous familiarity with minority group problems was no help
in under staI}ding Indians; Indians Being a totally unique minority that have
participat'ed. even less in mainstream American life than Blacks or other
minorities.d Generally, Indians desire to share in the benefits of American
society ;vhile njxa..intaining their Indian cultural identity. Indians, addi-
tionally, suffer disProportionat;e to their numbers from %1 variety of social,
psychological, health and educational E;‘oblems greatl‘\y in excess to other,‘
minorities,

Quite by chance the writer read a ‘reviewvof a recent book by a Black

author who noted that the Black community generally developed a self-

~concept which was dissimilar to that of the dominant culture in several

respects due to the unique cultural experiences of that grBup. In subse-

quent discussions about this article with an Indian colleague, the possibility

of exploring”the area of Indian self—qdﬂnce_pt was suggeéted with the goal of

9
. .
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, , A nOn Indian resea |
understanding some of the underlying causes of the multitude of problems ‘ : reher is seriously hmlted in studying the Indlan,
: . . : A N : . and th1s researcher's b
that affect the Indian commur_xity, with the possibility of a low self-concept ; e1ng non-Indian was well aware of this diffiCUItY-
‘ - This limitation was mad ; :
. e . .
being at the root of these causes. Out of these conversations developed ; : : more serious because of the subject matter of
- J ~ | the material, that ; ' | :
: . e : . ’ at is, one w !
this project. _ | » o o hatis, ould.not be as enormously handicapped in
‘ s ‘
. tudying matters pertammg to Indian pottery as relatmg to Indian psy
) Significance of this Study ~ ' ‘ g . cholo '
| o - 8y ?0 try and Comprehend perceptually and c0gn1t1ve1y the intri-
l Not only has the American Indian been much studied, but hu ';e“\is"ums v ‘ R S ca - a4 . , ,
¥y _ ! gc d : i ” e1es of the Indian social system if one has never had to relate to, to
. . . . i . ) ’
of money have been spent on him, often with little or no benefits. For : ' - u . o . “ .
y ‘ Yy , : y ) | explore the ‘.1nf1uen‘ces that it has on one's behavior and view of the world
o 1 : . ‘ rld;
example, despite the fact that the Bureau of Indian Affairs spends consid- - T to : e Lo .
pie, € o ; . | understand the Psychological stress imposed by being impaeted by t
‘ ‘ : «, o : o » ) WO
erable resources on Indian education, Indian students have a drop-out : " cultures th
: , - . o . , v at are often incom
. . _ bl SR Patlble are all beyon
v te twice the national 2 e. The Indian, too, heads the list of - e k ! YOS fhe s6ope of the
. rate twice the national ayerage. e ian, too, heads the list of groups 5 e resea .
k g ’ g ’ n ’ ’ \ g k . rcher whose owrr frame of reference is ‘that representing dominant
who suffer frorn social and psychoiogical ills of all kinds. Research that e . - 1’ ‘ . culture, | .
. : i v
investigates the root causes of these problems is still limitedsand very S S ' , . In an attem N : e
, o ' R attempt to overcome this limitation'as much as is possible
g - > . . g : )
little has been done to incorporate existing research especially in the : the res ad P
one . g . ocl ! earcher had frequent consultations with Indian colleagues- in.order
area of self-concept, The writer believes that this study will thus provide = - -l to : ' N o
‘ P ; Y p : e borrow thelr v1smn and see 1ssues through Indian eyes Itvis'h0~ 4
o - . : : L ¥ . . 15 nopea
information which willfill a gap in the current literature and may have 4 “that b1as h ' '
; | | | e : ‘ | as been lPssened to a 51gn1f1cant degree.
As . - - . . S - ) N . . . . § Q\; . :- . ‘ N B .
; implications in the planning of Indian programs in ll}ght of increased i v : : ; ", During these . ] ; : . : , v
. . : : o ; ! %o : € consulta; it s i o : .
" ‘ co o \< | i X ) ! itz tions not only were rhany useful suggestions = ¢ ofseyiugsg
knowledge of Indian self-concept, and of appropriateness of testing = - ) N - . offered as to the ' o
. . ' AR Y o : i =) rp?etetlon of the material, but valuable advice was
ocedures f ican Indians, S : i AR R T ive ; s P ' ; R
procedur ' or Amer,lc‘ n- ‘17 ns‘ ; L St T RV SRS ER vg‘lven regar@1ng the 10cat10n"j"of relevant materials as well.
. ¢ {4\\[ SRS S : . . . RN o ) vw A » } ‘ " ‘v S <o
- ' : : o o ' oo : T o RN L
Limitations of the'Study - I R : SRR T R SUE T R D ’
i It is: ev1dent that the frame. of reference of the researcher cannot Lo [ N P A
but fall to 1nﬂuence th d ectmn that the research takes. Any claim to e SOl W _
: complete Obje,ctivity is neces sarily false. - , N EE - Wy,
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 understanding some of the underlying causeés of the multitude of problems

that affect the Indian community, with the possibility of a low self-concept
being at the root of these causes. Out of these conversations develbped

this project,

Significance of this Study

Not only has the American Indian been much studied, but huge sums

of money have been spent on him, often with little or no benefits. -For "

example, despite the fact that the Bureau of Indian Affairs spends eonysid-

erable resources on Indian education, Indian students have a drop-out

‘ﬁ

rate twice the national average. The Indian, too, heads the list of groups

.~

who suffer from social and psychological ills of all kinds, Research that

. ,
investigates the root causes of these problems is still limited and very

little has been dokne to incorporate existing research especially in the

Ny

area of self-con?ept. The writer believes that this study will thus previde

- e SIS T

information which will fill a gap in the'current literature and may have?
implications in the planning of Indian programs in light of increased
“knowledge of Indian «s:elf-concept, and of appropriateness of testing.

procedures for American Indians, . o TR RN v

W

kH

‘Limitations of the Study " S

It is evident that the framé of‘reference of the rese,a.rc.h“er cannot
_ but fai’l' 'tO-influenc,e the ‘d‘irectiqn that the resear‘ch takes., Any claim to
“cqmplete ‘;J'bje"c:tivit'}vr 1s niece‘s sarily ‘fa'ls‘e: B
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-A non-Indian researcher is seriously limited in studymg the Ind1an
2
a
nd this re searcher s being non-]’.nd1an was well aware of this difficulty

This itati &
‘ 11m1tat10rr was made more serious because of the. sub_]ect matter of

 the material, that is, one woald not be as enormously handlcapped in

studymg matters pertammg to Indian pottery as relatmg to Indian psy

1

chol .
ology. To try and comprehend perceptually and cogmtlvely the intri-

cultures that are often inCOmpatible, are’ a.ll beyond the sc0pe of the

researcher
whose own frame of reference is that representmg Qommant

culture,
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~to borrow thelr vision and see igsues thrOugh Indian eyes, It is' hoia d
i ) | e

that; b | ‘:
Ybias has been lessened to a 51gn1f1cant degree v

‘z

) I) 0‘ t l e .e ny u e u Suggestlons _,:Zh.,} f“(!», . e

of:
fered as to the 1nterpretatlon of the mater1a1 but valuable advice was

given reoardmo the locatlon of. relevant materlals 2s well,
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= :  CHAPTER II
OVERVIEW OF THE INDIAN

Prior to summarizing the literature dealing specifically with self-.
concept of the Indian, areas that were considered relev},ant to this study

.'%(

were examined and will be reported vin this » chapte’i"'."’ _'f‘Each of these
tangential areas should aid the reader in understanding the American
Indian, and are divided in the follovving categori‘es:

1. Dominant Culture's Per spective of the Indian

2. Selected Cultural Differences betvv‘eenf'talndian and Dom‘inant-

b

Cultures |
3. ‘Overview of Federal Indian Pohc1es and the Psychologlcal
Effect of Them upon the Ind1an Commumty |
4. A Brief Look at Indian 'Edu‘cation | |
s, A Contemporary Profile of the Indian:. Wherd Is He Now ?
6. Surnmary ‘ | -

o Dominant Culture's Perspective of the Indian

@ .

If we turned the ¢lock back two hundr ed years, we would note that

 the early settlers probably found one rn11110n Indlans occupymg what is Aow

W Y

. J.L

r the contmental,United St'ates; a.ppi-oxirnately the figure of Native Americans .

8
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who now reside here. The similarity between' that original Indian com-

ished autonomy and control by the individual corrmm'nities, almost comv-

; exceptlon by all others.

© were a part of the whlte man s culture. gF mt— WA o

needs of the white syettlers. : QLa,farge note.s: 2

9. ek
munity and the one bnow existing, may be presumed to go no further, -
Just what the extent of disintegration of complex gocial systems, dimin-
plete eradication of economic re,sources‘, have had on the millions of
Indians who lived during this period, can never be fully documented, In
an attempt ‘to under stand the 1mpact that 1mm1grants to th1s c0untr}r have

had on the or1g1nal 1nhab1tant the Ind1an, we w1HBr1efly look at the -

dommant culture s per spectlve of the Indlan.
From the time of the white rn;an's first contzct with the Indians in

1492 they have been mlsnamed by Columbus andmltsunderstood w1th small

The settler s, judging the Ihdlans from a European

J'udeo Christian point of view,. found them lacking ifr every way. In all of

x

the wh1te man's deahngs w1th the Indlan was the rnghmt assumptlon that

~ the Indian way of hfe was less de51rable than the Aézrglo-Saxon hfe style. ‘ ¥

Among conte*nporary hlstor1ans who have noted this: i is Josephy who wrltes 4

. The Ind1an d1d not share any of these (tradltmrs) but on their part,
were the inheritors of totally different traditiomsand ways of life,
rnany of them rooted in. Asia, some of them thauwsands of years old,
and all as. thoroughly a part of Indlc_,n societies ms EurOpean ways

I
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The v1ew of the savage and barbarlc natureoﬁ‘the Ind1an served the R
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1
Alvm M Josephy, Jr,, ’I‘he Indlan Her1tagaeof Amenca (New York
Bantam Books, Inc., 1973), P. 4. e e
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10 R o : Represented in the literature is another perspective that documents
+ » « MOSt 9f the observations on the Indian tribes were made by R : the dominant culture'’s way of looking at the Indian and shows the mind-~set
frontiersmen. We admire the frontiersmen for their courage, ’ : » ‘ : :
persistence, and ingenuity, but we cannot deny that they were a ' 3 ‘ towards the latter, and will be briefly reviewed in the i'ollovvlng section,
rough, impatient, ill-educated lot. Also, they had an emotional E R . ) ‘ Iz -
need to despise the people among whom they came. They were S v ' There has been no laclé of interest in thie reservation Indian; unfor-
engaged in driving them out. They had stolen'their land, broken : A : : - » :
the treaties rnade with them, and intended to steal more land and : ' ' tunately, the interest customarily has been either of a specialized nature;
break more treaties until the varmints were eliminated. To jus- : _ : .
tify their line of conduct they had to claim that the original occu- | among professionals, usually social scientists, it has generally be
pants of the land were beastly savages, that the only good Indian: q -
was a dead one, | : - ‘ { ' restricted to the area of anthropology; or else limited--as in the case of
. In general, not only was there disregard for Indian ;ulture on the , lay individuais--it is often merely a subliminal fascination. "As flesh’a_nd
" part of the whites, but Indians were seen as a homogeneous group. That L blood people with pressing problems the concern is usually marginal.
this was not the case is noted in Indians of Minnesota, a book_prepared by Brombérg notes: -
The League of Women Voters which states: i . o It is a strange paradox that although Americans have observed,
. ‘ : ; studied, and analyzed the trlbal and area cultural patterns of the
They were many peoples’ spread over a vast continent, living - : ' American Indian, there 1s/11ttle understanding of his basic psychology,
according to the demands of various climates and food supplies, o ’ - his inner mental life,
Political styles, economic styles, language, dress, religion,- ‘ R ) ’ : :
differed from one group to another. Although many had common ' ' Coo The reservation system has afforded anthropologists an opportunity
characteristics, their cultures were distinct, ' It : ;
: - to examine another social system without travelling very far., As a noted
The obstinance, by dominant culture, to continue to see the Indian e
. ' . | Indian writer, Vine Deloria, Jr. comments: '"Every Indian has at least
as acceptable only insofar as he is able to adapt and conform to that ; ‘ ~ :
E , ( : - one anthropologist, " Sociological and psychdlogical materials dealing
culture, persists until this day, Disregard for tri* al'differences can be - ’
» o ' o L .. with the here and now social and psyc}"iOIOgica.:l problems:that Indians face; s peai s i}
documented by the homogeneous educational system offered Indian youth-~ ! ~ . : o '
...} one that disregards individual tribal languages and Customs. R O IR \ A v
) o / " ’ ‘ | Walter Bromberg and Sarah H. Hutchinson, '"Self Image of the
- / ‘ | - - American Indian: A Preliminary Study, " International Journal of Social
/ ‘ ) ‘ > B N S ' Psychlatry 20 (Spnng -Summer 1974): 39 : o
Ohver La’Farge, A Pictorial History of the Amerlcan Indian (New : 5 R o ) N
York: Crov P blishers, Inc., 1957 o 2 : ; S : ' ‘
rown Pu c., 1957), p | 9 | | v » o _ St 1 As quoted in Bessie Yellowhalr. by Grace Halsell(New York:
2 : : ‘ . . 0" Y b W1111am Morrow and Co. v
\ League'of Women Voters of Minnesota, Indians of Minnesota . - 1 TR R c ‘ Co., 1973).
(St. Paul: North Central Publishing Co., 1971), p. 1. 3 ' E1 P S S B
ok . «~
i . Is ‘ - § : -
. ) i e P : wersnire o ‘ ‘ - . . Q. : S &
£ 4 Cila !
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are extremely limited in the literature, This situation was noted early . : - o m i i )
Y v | . Ore is available for North America than for any other major
:}z;zt.:e :o another because of differing theoretical Orientations.in
| . eir reatment, differing levels of abst i in i
. . . Ira ' 3
ropologists and historians . and varient purposes of researcn , ctions in interp: etations,

in the century when MacKenzie wrote: . . :

We have eminent professors who are anth
study the Indian of the past, Should we not have men who can devote
themselves to the problem of the Indian as he now is, and to the f . e e al ,

’ _ NOt only is this literature often useless in dealing with Problems in

problem of the means by which he may realize his highest possibil-
ities as a citizen and fellow-worker ?, ., . Do we not owe this to the “ . , . . . . .
' ‘ the Indian Community, it frequently Presents misinformation about Indians

people we have so largely dispossessed? .

The picture had not changed much when Brewton Berry undertook
' what they perceive to be the "Indian Problem. " The current research

his exhaustive research for the Subcommitteev on Indian Education in 1968.

-

often with no Practical value, or writings that only serve to bolster

An overwhelming amount of material dealing with Indians existed, but, -

he noted:

istic concern, are of little help to Indian people. The focys of present

The greater part of this massive litera;ture,‘however, deals with
the Indians as they used to be. Interest has focused on their origin
and antiquity, their arts and crafts, , ., The Indian as he is today
has proved far less popular with writers and with the ublic. ;
- P . p p . and wit € P . . ) } Between the two extremes lives a dynamic people in i

Poverty and disease, vice and despair, discrimination and exploi structure of thej ; beople in a socia]
tation, which are the dominant themes in the current picture, seem ' oppress: 1T own, ?‘Skmg only to be freed from culturai

" : PPression, The future‘does not look bright for the attainment

to attract a very limited audience,

Writings on Indians Suggests Deloria shoulq lie somewhere
: . '

The Spindlers observed-some problems in the data on Indians that

do exist when they wrote:

' Although no area of the world has been so combed over by anthro- ’ b

i pologists as has North America, the combing has been mainly with ; o The Indians : - . ' (

g . . Vo gy whil s : i . .

\. cultural, not psychological, tools, For large. areas, psychological =~ _. . P B PR Con?lde?red to be quaint and-~£3‘rxzﬁ~d‘~:maln1y for their
data--including impressionistic descriptions;ef-character--are IS UERNTIORE | N ‘

te

[

: , :  Personality T , ; ; :
' 1Avery Fayette McKenzie, ""The Assimilation of the American o ' ' : Academy O}E"Pzﬁe;czx;da::Zl:cisslcgo(‘:ultural | tvs, MAnnals of the American
Indian, " American Journal of Sociology no. 19 (1914), 'p. 771. , T s cience 311 (May 1957): 147,

2. R '
Vine Deloria, J'r.,» Custer Died for Your Sims (London: Collier-

ZU. S. Senate, The Education of Armerican Indians: A Survéy of the o . : Macmillian Ltd., 1969
Literature, by Brewton Berry, He.arin‘gs before 2 Subcommittee on Indian o 2 L : ) ; S ) ).’ - 275, "
Education of the Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 92nd Cong., | i ' o ‘

Government Printing Officc, February 1969, p, 1,
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artistr;r--w.itnesysed by the ,receﬂnt vogue in Indiax} jewelry, 'arqusually

thougﬁt about very little by other Americans, even those habitually

5

concerned with minority prpblems.

Deloria notes:

In "The Other America, " the;'classic study Qf poverty by Ha.rringfon,
the thesis is developed that the poor are conspicuous by their
invisibility., There is no mention of Indians in ﬁ;}e‘book.

In addition to sterevotypj,ngthe Indian; viev;ring him ' from an anthi'o—’
pological perspective; another common way that some seetho gain under -
standing of the Indian is by generalizing from other minority groups. In
truth, there is very little gene;alizability between other éthnics and
Inéians——lndians being a unique group in a variety of ways., The recent
literest in the issues facing Amer;'.can minorities fo;uses generally on
Black and Spanish-speaking ethnic g.r‘oups; One ckannot understand the
-Indian through under stgnding these gr'c')ups. k\

The major differences between Indians and other groups are the

. . . . 1
Indians' relationship to the land and their relatlonshlp with the £edera

government, - 0

Although much of the land they once had is lost tf/) the American

- . Y K
) . . . . "Ny Yl riew of the
Indians, their original relationship $o it remains, g«.\g//]/gdlan view of

world “and nature is quite different from dominant society~-~he dqes not

attempt to conquer nature but seeks instead to live in ha‘rmonyﬁwﬂ:h it.

w

Ybia., p. 12

A e

i

e

-

‘ties with Eurcspean life style and traditions, have, despite encroachment 'e

[

15

His original indigenous relationship to the land of America, his
position and attitudes in this respect Being dramatically different
from those of the immigrant groups by whom he was eventually
surrounded, Psychologically, the American Indian generally has

remained aloof from the melting pot c¢oncept upon which this country
was structured. ‘ ‘

‘This live -in-harmony-with-nature tie to the land differentiates an

4

Indian from a dominant culture member's mastery-over—nature, at best,

“or at worse, exploitation-of-the-land philosophy, Even though blacks in

this society have been deprived of mainstream participation, blacks.and

Thus, in terms of participation,
) ” .

blacks 1ay be outside dominant culture, but not in terms of awareness

whites share many of the same values.

and acceptance of values implicit in that culture. Blacks have been almost
totally separated from the éultur‘e of Africa and thus share the mores,
values and traditions that ehcompass dominant culture of American

society, Indians,

and exploitation‘of“the settlers, retained their cultural heﬂritage an.gl tribal
practices, - i |

It is for these reasons that it is inapprap.riavte;ita*"comparé Indians :h:iiywg- ok
with othgr m(in‘or.ities.i\ Special caution is to be:.taken-imlthe areaivof psy-

chology where one's experiences that determine behavior are interrelated

with one's particular frame of reference,

' laL,IIOYd:'NeW._ "Cultural Differences as the Basis for Creative Edu- | ) L
cation, " Institute of American Indian Arts’ no. 1(1968), p. 5.
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on the other hand, having no em’étional or historical .
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: . . ] : : white man to take adva ' ian i : .
By continuing to disregard the Indiarn's unique cultural heritage, ‘ i vantage of the Indian.in his quest for continy:'d
: - L = r ‘ expansion of colonial America,
dominant society members not only devalue the Indian in a personal way, ) ‘ erica
* 1 ) ' ! : . l\x
: : : In an attempt to ill i i - '
but this disregard becomes the underpinning from which springs the very ; P \\ustrate the vast differences in culture, several
j
L _ _. values commonl vieweél dif; i i : ;
real power that they can wield in the Indian community. For example, y ‘, fergntmlly by the Indian community will be
' discussed here., It ié to”be ’ 4 :
the Indians maintain a special trust relationship with the Bureau of Indian noted that 1fﬂthese and other values held by
‘ . the Indian community were ' 3 ; : , . ] .
Affairs (BIA), whereby Indian lands are held in trust for them. A very y © seen in their proper perspective by dominant
\ ] : ' ‘ society, those in power wo : ‘ ;
real dependency has been built up in the Indian community by this relation- v P P uld have been and would now be relating to
. . ' Indians in a different x;ra . Th is fi .
ship, and some Indians, if not all, want to control their own resources A y us, .wha.t is first an opinion, become.jtf
i
. - it translated into a policy--often wi ; s
and destiny on their diminishing lands. poficy Wlth\ Severe repercussions to the Indian
) . ) ) ) o i community at which it is directed. ;
In certain respects Indian' culture is not only different from, but anti- \ ’ '
J ) . . An example of a val i i issirni P ‘
‘ thetical to, dominant culture. The contradictions between these two : p ue that is viewed dissimilarly 1{}1 these two
) ,; - cultures is that of generosit Whi' . ' . o
cultures make life difficult for the contemporary Indian who must merge i generosity. While d?mn;ant society members may be
2 : ! individually generous, they a : i ; Yy
elements of both cultures into a meaningful gestault for himself. Several : » vE ’ yare nOne_thel_ess"J.nfluenced by capitalist values
. " L | . where great store is set in putti ‘ s » ‘
* distinctive values of Indian culture will be noted here in order to aid the ' putting away one's good for future use.
~ . , ) Deeply engrained among Indians i: ‘ : L .
reader in his comprehension of the impact of living in two divergent - , v ) g ' ki the concept of ;harlng as is noted in
‘ : the literature by Lewis and Ho: "One's worth i .
cultures has on Native Americans, ¢ : : worth is measured by one's will~
i B 3 ingness and ability to share, the accumulation of material goods for
. ) g . . ) Bk IR LT BT . . v . i : . ‘ . ) ~
' -Se.,lec‘te‘d Cultural Dllfferences Betwéen © - | ST e e : social status is alien to the Native American, "'} - N
Indian and Dominant Cultures 1R . : CoW
' S V A o Those in American society who e, iq .
Certain cultural values that have been misunderstood by dominant . - °ty have amassed considerable material
o ~ , s L goods are usually much laudéd with 51 Tti L air s
society from the earliest days of their contact with the Indians continue ' ' out consideration for their persgnayl
to be misunderstood. In some instances these values contributed to the . oL
whites exploitation of Indians. For example, the Indian's view of the land | b ) o8 L R '
S . [ ‘ , 1 A Ronald G. Lewis and Man Keung Ho, "Social Work with Native
3 W ) . V . . [ . E r. " ~a g " : . b -
which exists to be used, not to be bought and sQld, made it easier for the o mericans, " Social Work, September 1974, p, 379,
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' 4 -, iti on the Blackfoot :
views towards sharing those goods. Maslow, writing ] \ i

’ h oy
) ) ‘ . .\:«7 ‘l- !
Indian, remarked that if an Indian discovered a gold mine, all in the
tribe would be happy. because all would beneff. from it; whereas in
dominant culture, finding a gold mine would probably alienate those close

to the discover. Maslow records: R . | Ri
The Blackfoot Indian might work and save and borrow for a‘-wh.ole
year so that he would have a pile of blankets a.I-’ld food etc. to give

. away to the public at the Sun Dance cerem?ny in early sumrz:r\;’ho

- The rich man is defined there as one who is very genermil-sht v .
has given away a good deal., After such a giveaway he mig o » .
have a nickel in his pockets, but he is defined as a very wealthy

man.

One might suspect that Indians who live in-an urban environment i

culture views and

~

might be influenced to a greater extent by dominant
lose some of the Indian's valuing the worth of generosity. Those who )
work among urban Indians report that this is not the case. Locklear

devised a list of characteristics tradit‘ionally found in ,the u:rban h}dlan

population. Heading this list:

~ Generosity is still the paramount v%rtue among most tIndlaI:r; ) v :

. Accumulation of wealth is not a major motivating fa.c or. o R
Indian cares more about being able to work at a .satlsfylngf)c : L
pation and earn enough extra to share with,;;:ga,lgg:}%rggsi\_apd fr1‘e%1:1 :he e
than about putting money in the bank and pgrchasmg a hqme i

city.

1Abraha.rn H. Maslow, Eupsychian Management (Homewood: :I‘hg

Dorsey Press, 1965), p. 20

*

2Herbert H. L'ocvklear, "American Indian Myths, ' Social Work,
May 1972, p. 77. L
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While Locklear found this to be the case in Baltimore, Ablon zlso
observed this characteristic in West Coast urban Indians and writes:
A man's reputation was based on what he gave away, not
on what he kept. Budgeting and putting away resources for
a later day, for oneself is improper if others are in need. !
The value that Indians have on génerosity can and is often misunder- °

stoodaby whites whose behavior is charactez:istically influenced by capital-

9 - ’
istic society whereby great store is set in saving resources for future

.

use. Living for today often appears childlike and irresponsible for one _

so influenced. Add to this the often real dependency that has been created
on the part of the Indians due to their special relationship with the federal

.government, and what would be valued in proper perspective as positive

becomes a negative viewpoint of the Indian, The stereotypes of the

"noble savage, ' and the "childlike Indian'' emerge. : ’

The consistency of the value of generosity in the Indian community
as well as the consistency of dominant s'ociety's«view of it was noted by
McNickle who wrote:

The Dominican monks who in 1544 described Indians as 'not

.. acquisitive' and 'satisfied with having enough 'to-géf'along on from == .uh % oot

- dayto day, ! were describing traits that are complained of in

modern times, by aggressive, hustling white-men, 2.~ o

it

lJoan Ablon,
April 1971, p, 203,

"Cultural Conflict in Urban Indians, " Mental Hygiene,

—

1 2D'Arcy McNickle, The Iﬁdian Tribes of the -United Sfates ('Londoﬁ:
Oxford University Press, 1966}, p. 8. ‘ )
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Dominant culture members' perspective of the Indian from their.

initial contact grew out of thei# ethnocentricity--continuing to view the

Indian from the viewpoint‘ of their own culture, never the Indian's, This

can be noted in the concept of power--another cultural value that is quite

dissimilar within the context of Indian life. The early settlers took for

granted thP idea of majority rule, a concept that existed in Anglo Saxon

tradition but was foreign to the tradition of the Indians and insisted on
7 . .

dealing yvith“centralized political power. The dommant culture members

\\ .
however, were able "to keep the upper hand' and further exploit the
Inélians, based on thelr misconceptions of Inchans view on power,

/ - N
,/ =\

authority and autonomy.

- . McNickle notes:

« « « they (the Indlans) were regularly out maneuvered because
it was always possible for the bargamlng white man to find a
pseudo-leader or spokesman who could be brought to agree to

concessions demanded of him.
He further notes that it would have been logical for the Indians to

centralize their tribal power in order to deal more effectively with the

-

-;Uv ‘
S

e . e thlS would have lessened the 1nd1v1dual autonomy which 'per- B

meates and vitalizes Indian society almost. umversally. At would
have meant the adoption of an alien tracntmn of authoritarian

- majority trule,

o

7

o 1Mchckle, ""The Soc1ocu1tural Settmg of Indian L1fe, " Amerlcan
Journal of Psychlatry 125 (August 1968) 116.- /
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"~ or at least the dissidents agree to stand aside,

whereby absolute power was not invested in general leaders,

21

Accordmg to the Indian view of governing bod1es,
u
. . . action is customarlly delayed until all the pvople are in agreement,
]
.

notes McN1 c:cle

"EI‘his relates to the

notion of 1nd1v1dua1'autonomy, One man cannot speak for another man,

The ideal 51tuat10n is to achieve concensus whereby all are happy- with

the end result,

In contrast to the utter d1sregard for the Indians' views on power

and authonty, there has been a recent interest in examining how these

concepts operate in an Indian c¢ommunity with the goal of utilizing some
of the principles in management thewory. Maslow, in studying the Black-"

foot Indians was intrigued with their concept of functional leader sh1p,

as -with the

Pres1dent of the United States; a leader elected by majority rule who may
be b1tterly opposed by the minority and who. further is allowed to have

authority in all facets of public life as dictated by that position. This

cular job was the one to do it, regardless of who was' chief in the trlbe,

: Maslow, in wr1t1ng of the d1fferent aspects of leadershlp among the

Blackfoot observes

=

59,

'MgNmkle, Indian Tr'ib,e’sf,r p.
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+ » « the leader had absolutely no power whatsoever that wasn't'
deliberately and voluntarily given to him ad hoc by the particular
situation. That is to say, he didn't really influence anyone or
order anyone about. .. It was assumed that they all had the same
purpose and that the leader then was a kind of quarterback who
called the signals and coordinated the group towards common ends
rather than one who gave orders, who used power, who tried to
influence the group in any way,

Admiration for Indian values to the degree that there is recognition

that not only another way of viewing reality’ exists, but, in fact, may be

superior to dominant culture's way,' is unique. Méslow, w};ile not in a
class by hirr;self, is not the ordinary_A’fne‘rican who knows. little of Indian
culture and cares less.

The Indian community is bitterly aware of the lack of understandipg
of their culture on the part of the dominant society, as noted in a p:oem

by Giago:
The ideals of a man
Cannot be measured
in dollars or cents

The depths of a man
whose ancestors have
arisen"frOm cold tents,

A WASP can read about
or laugh about '
and be wrong as rain,

Rain that falls upon

the.roof of a cozy home . - . -
while he stood outside '

N

‘ ‘lMaslow, fupsychian* Manégémeht, p. 124,

L)
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trying to catch a glimpse

of what America pretended
and chose to hide.

Q
Hide its many faces from
the lonely ones who came
to warm their freezing hands

As winds swirled and howled
Through the open cracks
of snowy Dakota lands,

So he made his stand
And Jesus Christ the people
pointed the finger of hate,

ir

Hissed venomous oufpour'ings
of Watts and Wounded Knee
while only the dead relate,

But too late to see the sun
That rose on a new today,
A nation now wide awake

That slept until the crash -
of burning buildings and guns
Caused them to shudder and shake

His message was_'"Look,
Hear me, I'm alive,
Don't turn .your back on me. Don't

My people have souls, | = A

My people have hearts,
If you'd take time to see

The poverty’i‘n&which we live
Hasn't stilled our laughter

.Or caused us to hate the nation

L - M
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. cdnsi_stently devalued Indian culture that n t: . v ‘ . :
That didn't have the time, , | | - €gative results have been felt
That didn't have the pity, ‘ : . . in all aspects of Indian life.
Until I wrought a revelation S F : : ’

. The federal overnment through th
And forced you to look upon- _ | | g | ug e power and authonty that was

The face of a time =~ : . ultlmately invested in it, was
. ‘ successful in conti
That should have ended long ago. ’ continuing encroachment of
: 1 Indlan land—-at the expense of the India | 1
So do your damndest .- ' P ian. The Indlan p011c1es that made i
To make me a fool, . o ; this possible, will be rev1ewed in the following section :
For only your conscience will know. ] . :
. ' i
The foregoing discussion has focused on the Anglo-Saxon culture's , . _ Overv1ew of Federal Indian Policies } .
impact upon the Indian culture. One must not conclude that it is intended : ‘ . - In 1913 A, C. Parlxer wrote, ""The Problem of what to do with the
to suggest that these Eultures, who have been interacting‘ for centuriels, ' o . ; native Amerlcan Indla.n has been the cause of much effort axd dlSCUSSlOn b
have not had an impact upon each other. However, the influence that the L for three centuries, " 'I‘he federal government has taken a variety of
Indian culture has had on the dominant society has been of a positive e - o positions as how to best deal with those displaced by the early settlers,
nature. Josephy writes: ) ' - ' ) . but underlying these positions has been an ambiguity and confusion relating
Few persons today recognize, or are appreciative of, the vast : to what do we do with these Indians ?
contributions made to contemporary. life by the American Indians, i ’ . . N ; ‘
) . All aspects of Indian ex1stence——agr1culture, government, religion, I ' ' ¥ Not only has the Indian suffered enormOuslsr‘in terms of day‘-to-day .f
trade, mythology, economics, and arts and crafts--influenced white i ‘ ; iy
men at one time or another and helped to sha g,e the destiny of each i " material needs: educational, health, employment and social 0pportun1t1es { i
+ | & » i
of the countries of the Western Hemlsphere. i ? S ’ : : ’
| ‘ ) ; but these changlng pohcles of the federal government towards the Indian
Regrettably, the influence was not mutually beneficial and the : : : : : ,
: B #iyr e ox e has had a psychological effect of an a‘dvei'se ‘hature bn him. Parker was % 4% &

BT Lo precedmg dlspu.ssmn has attempted to brleﬂ?*dtmunmnt the negative 1mpa;ct“~‘ ST R & : : : §
» | B N <+ ... . one of the f1rst writers to note thls referrlng tovthe pohcy that deprived , .. . ... #:-
R the dommant culture has had on Indian’ socmt’y‘ and Sﬁggests that the insti=" =" ‘”l’ . R ‘ S s

oy : : Indians of United States c1tlzensh1p he wrote "Definite legal status in an. : ;
tutions that were ut1l1zed by the Anglo Saxons have, over the years, SO - - e : . ‘
N o ¥§
. . R . . S R T N . : : T, z_ ’
o 1 . B e » ‘ SR ‘ ) R o 1 & s ‘ it ‘ ¢ N ‘ L . ; . . §f~g M - S ;i i
T1m G1ago, ”Russell " Unpubhshed ' o - O ' ! RO B IR A C. Parker, "The Social Flements of the Ind1an Problem, " ;
5 ‘ R . IR ; L : .A;memcan Journal of Socmlooy 22 (December 1916) ?52 . N B b
- ‘ Josephy, Indian Herltaoe, P. 6. a S e S e g o Sl o : . R : o i
) e ¥
. b
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organized ‘comm'unity has an’important psychological value. It is for L

want of this subtle psychological asset that the Indian suffers most

s lil F
. grievously, ‘ S e

This variable has been littlé explored in the literature, but any

| attempts to understand where the Indian is now in terms of psychologlgal .

well-being, or lack of it, must include a ook at from whence he came,

It will not be attempted here to chronicle the early history of the Europ‘ean
settlers, but rather to briefly mention the various policie':s‘ they adopted.
towards those native Americans who had populated North Ar;ierica for
-several thousanés of years prior to their own rﬁigrations from Europe
c0mrnéncing in tvh‘e 17th century.

The Eufopeans were often schizophrenic in their behavior towards

the Indian. While they recognized the Indian's prior claim to the land

-and negotiated treatiesv with him, these treaties were usually broken by

the government or ignored by the settlers. N/o coordinated policy tgwards
the Tndian existed until 1755 when one was designed by the British dealing
;vith treaties aﬁd fur trading, |

In 1763, Kihn‘g George III defined the céncept of V”In'dian Country, "
tlar»lds..;;'h’at \x;;;e to f:be reserved for the Indi.eiiléﬁgyvllich came under control

of the central government and-were the only area where laws relating to

Indians were \bir’lding. King George II proclaimed:

g, ,op, 253,

.
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The several nations or tribes of nations,
connected,
of such parts of our dominio
been ceded to,

27 -

with whom we are
should not be molested or disturbed
ns and territories,

Or purchased by us, are reserve
any of them as hunting grounds,

in the possession
as, not having
d to them, or

This concept was strengthened in 1755 when the Continental Congress

named a committee on Indian affairs,

In 1784 the Congress placed the administration of Indian affairs

with the War Department,

Over the years,

laws continued to be added;

the federal government maintaining an authority to act on behalf of the

. Indians .

ment

In ’general, the settlers ignored both these laws a

nd the govern-

The Indian Removal Act of 1830 provided for the forced removal of

Indians from desirable lands in the east to less desii‘able lands in the

west,

Of this forced removal LaFarge notes:

Between 1832 and 1839,
above all, by brutal forc

(as the Cherokees,
later became known) were driv

to Oklahoma, a far, stra

had been bribed into signing a
of Indians,y:‘men,, women;
" of Tears.
homes,

not respecting the concept of "Indian‘Coun,try. "

Choctaws,

by bribery, by persuasion, by fraud, and
e, the Indians of the Five Civilized Tribes

Chickasaws,

Creeks and Seminoles
en out of their homelands and moved

nge, unfriendly land, Several chiefs who

~and childreny died.
'""Not a few were shot or bay
Or as an example to others wh

way the old land were killed. Thousands
on-the March, "
oneted trying to defend their
O were slow to move out,

Settlers moving‘farther west continued to impinge upon the Indians,

L 1Bureau of Indian Affairs,
‘Period through the Farly 1970's (Wa

The government responded

Federal Indian Policies from the Colonial

&Piinﬁing Office, 1975), p. 3..

shington, D, C.:

2 LaFarge, Pictorial Hiltory, p. 40,
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by moving Indians into areas called reservations by 1850, this process
lasting some twenty years, marked by much rebellion and despair on the

part of the Indians,

In 1871 the congress outlawed the making of treaties with Indians,
thus fini;hing the freaty perioc{ with the Inflians.

In 1887 the policy changed again--this time to the Allotiment Policy

which provided for individual ownership of land that had previously been

tribally owned. The philosophy behind it was to si;amp out what was Indian

and it was suppocsed that by emphasizing each Indian as an individual rather

than as a member of a '.cribe, the Indians WOulq be assimilated into the

T
i 1

'general population. Much of this allotted land was subsequently sold to

non-Indians and as a result of fifty years of this pé)licy, Indian land hold-~"
ings were reduced from 140 million acres to ﬁft‘yﬂmil_lion remaining in
1934 when the policy was discontinued.

The federal government always had some vjust’ificativon for their
actions, In 1890 the Commissioner “of Indian Affai’rs rationalized the
government's theft of Indian lands in the following way:

The sooner the tribal relations are broken up-and the reservation-
system done away with, the bettér it will be for. all concerned, If
. there were no other reason for this change, the-fact that individual
ownership of property is the universal custom among civilized people
of this country would be a sufficient reason for urging the handful of
Indians to adofgt it. ~ v

&,
L

A quoted in D'Arcy McNickle, "The Sociocultural Setting 6f Indian
Life;' American Journal of Psychiatry 125 (August 1968): 116, .

LN
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The lack of respect for the Indian S;vay of life and the desire to
make Indians non-Indian, is epitomized by the Secretary.of the Interior

who wrote in 1888:

T}.xere seems to be no question that, although progress is not rapid,
still the transformation of the Indian character and habits is steadily
progressing. . . they may yet be molded into civilized form, embraced-

V{ithin the folds of society; and elevated by enlightenment to a condi-
tion of development and happiness. "

The Indian Reorganization Att of 1934, ending th‘e process of allot-
ment, provide;i for the z;céuisition of new lands, ‘the feviv;.l of trib;l
organi‘zatidn and the establishment of tribal laws, Thus, an attempt was
made to streﬁgthen the tribal system that had been systematically weak-
ened over the past half-century, °

McNickle noting it as an upswing for the Indian community c‘ompared
to earlier pf)licy writes: ”.The opportuniti‘es offered in-the Indian Reorgani-
zation Act b’rougﬁf into use the capaéity for social action which had never
died in the Indian people, though it had been c,)bscured.,”2 “

A revolving credit fund and credit money made it ;t)owssible to increase

Indian-ownesl livestock from 171,000 to 261; 000 in the period from 1933.

%

1947. - During this same time period, agricultural income increased from:

1 ‘ '
o Report for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1888, by William F.,
Vilas (Washington, ‘D, C.: Government Printing Office, 1888), p. 28.

2 R , ,
A McNickle, Indian Tribes, p. 51.
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$1, 850,000 to $;L9 Jmillion. The Indian land base during this time increased
1 » ) ‘

‘ i)y 3,700,000 acres, the first time since 1887 that Indians gained rather
’ ? ? - )

than lost land. ( P

. In 1954 yet another federal policy was established, the Termination

e

Policy. The resolution ca]‘:’.iled H\%use ,resolutlorhl 108 read in par

It is the policy of the CoRgress, as rapi.dly.r as is possﬂ')leé States
to make the Indians within the territorial limits of t}}e.;Jnlte "
subject to the same laws and entitled to the rs:%me pr1v1'eg[e;; 'atnd'
responsibilities as are applicable to other c1t1zen.s of the Uni end
Stages, and to end their status as wards ?f the Ul‘llt.ed.. Statez, a(;rican
to grant them all the rights and prerogatives pertaining to Ame .
citizenship.

The Menominees of Wisconsin became the first of a number of tribes
that were terminated in the same year. With the trust relationship removed,

the tribe was suddenly placed in an independent status and subsequently

“lost prime economic resources., An additional burden was placed on the

tribe from a psycholbgical standpoint inasmuch as the dissolution of the
Tribal Council was a part of the dubious rewards of this act. Thus,

individuals in the community who once had power and prestige with tribal

Q

members were suddenly rendered powerless, and.the tribal structure Qfc., ... «.

the community was damaged~-perhaps irreparably.
Deloria likens this policy to the old days when blankets were infected

with smallpox and given to tribes in‘an effort to destroy them and system-

i i

p——

! 3 .y .
atically hunting down Indians was commonplace. I.{‘e wrltes.

lBurea'u, of Indian Affairs, Federal Indian Policies, p. 10.
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The congressional policy of termination, advanced in 1954 and
pushed vigorously for nearly a decade, was a combination of the
old systematic hunt and the deprivation of services. Vet this
policy was not conceived as a policy of murder. Rather it was
thought that it would provide the elusive "answer' to the Indian
problem. And when it proved to be no answer at all, Congress

continued its policy, having found a new weapon in the ancient
battle for Indian land, ! -

In essence, then, this policy \provided for the termination of

Federal trusteeship and the termination of special services to Indian
tribes, Strong opposition from the Indian commu'ni-ty took.place. In

1958 Interior Secretary, Fred Seaton, declared of this policy:

'

tribe out
e educational”
s equal to the responsibilities

It would be incredible, even criminal to send e.lny Indian

into the mainstream of American life until and unless th
level of that tribe was one which wa
which it was shouldering,

Through the Termination Policy, Indian land lost its tax exéqﬁqpt

status and more lands were lost from Indian controi as had been the case

under the Allotment Policy.  Thus, ‘w:hile the stated rationale for this

policy was to allow the Indians to '"do for themselves' and take their place

"shoulder to shoulder' with everyone else in society, in effect, it became

a mechanism whereby unscrupulous investors or greedy farmers could
4

further deplete the alreadir diminished resources of the Indian community,

It also proved to be an effective mechanism.to deprive Indian tribes of

much needed services. In some instances hospitals were closed, tribes

«

LI

'Deloria, Custer Died, p. 54, o L o

.

-~ “Bureau of Indian Affairs, Federal Indian Policiés, p. 10. : ‘ :
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could no lonéer afford to keep»them. -open.. Subseqﬁ‘s;ntly, the infant death
rate continu’eddto rise, While the Termination Policy is still on the/ books, '
‘the push for termination slowed down‘wi.th the advent of the War on

 Poverty, which encouraged local initiative and rekindled tribal leadership.

i H
: Y ‘ i
In the 1960's the key note of Indian policy was a push towards maxi-

mum self-sufficiency and full participation in American life.. A relocation

program took individuals and families from the reservation to urban areas

i

for employment and training and supposed self-sufficiency. The psycho- .

v

logical, social, and economic benefits were not always forfhcoming and

in fact, many were worse off than before., It has been estimated that for 3

every Indian which the government undertook to formally resettle into the

~

urban "'gulch, ' that three more followed on their _pw<n into the 'valley' of e
0y Enw K
the city. £
X

Ushering in a new decade, the ''new' concept engineered for the i

1970's-~the policy of '"Self-Determination' became the order. of the,.;day.a -
In reality, Indian programs since then have been‘piecémeal, often

ineffective and not founded at a level:-consistent with stated policy, The

BIA continues to be underfunded and reservation ’Indfa?ns, underfed. In

o " general, the higher é.dministra,j:ive jobs at the BIA éfr{ebihméld by non-Inydians,

thus interpretation and;’;ijmplementation of policy does not enhance self-
o , i - . g

determination for the I:{qdians‘; instead, the status quo is{ maintained,

e
A "

st adnaens s - e AT A

The Indian community today has desires that in a way are in oppdsi-

tion to each other. -On the one hand,v it wants the BIA to have,adequate_

T2

i e o

which added to their discomfort in a variety of ways,

on this when he wrote:

"33

I

fundin'g to fulfill treaties with the Indian_pe;)ple that provide the necessary

provision of servi;ces to the Indian community and on the o6ther hand

Indians want to exercise self-determination in managing their own affairs,

4 nins ey Sn

PL 93-638, the Self-determination Act, gives the BIA authority to contact
with tribes for running their own programs, thus the tribe becomes

responsible for the tribal members for the proper conduct of the program.,

P I SR e

The BIA then takes the role of the contract officer and program monitor,

-

The accountable entity then is the tribal leadership and the conduct of the

‘delivery of services must abide by the work plan in the terms of the = ;

. . e ’
g.ontr act. ’ '

~ The federal policies towards the Indian has swung far in both '
directions, On the one side, the pendulum swings towards less inter-
ference and no services--on the other side, towards-méximum inter-

ference and some degree of services,

What effect has all this had on the Indian community? They have not"’

[R——
. Py v

g

only lost their land, livelihood, had their religious pursuits infringed Do
upon, h}s.d their entire ‘way of life continuously disrupted over several |

hundred years; but éddi‘tionally had to maintdin a relationship with the

federal government that was often ambiguous, ever changing; and one

~ -

In 1914, Franklin E. Lane, the secyretar‘y‘ of the Interior commented ¢ |

Thus the In\gliain is confused in mind as to his status and very much
-at sea as to our ultimate purpose toward him is not surprising.

£,
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: around like a blindfolded
» hundred years he has been spun, | i ; .
Flzoilidéinua gameyof blindman's bluff. Treated as an enemy at fﬁ‘ st,
gvercome driven from his lands, negotiated -WIthmeS; forr\r;iicil
| inde ti i by treaty distinct boundary
as an independent nation, given | Ty e
) "while waters run and grass g )
was never to be changed "'w § o s
i hat boundary line, neg
nd himself pushed beyond t ‘ H:
la_ttir:;;i‘; and then set down upon a reservation, hilfr;ait-we;t
wi , ‘ ; . ol
: ‘make of all this? To
otege. What could an Indian make ]
halitpiavegseemed the systematized malevolence of 2 cyn;c;ll be
n’}u'l' ation. It has been difficult for Uncle Sam to regar e 2be
FIVI - s all.at the same time. . . We did not mark ourselves a ¢ _
in arm .

i : we have spelled out our
course, and so ''like bats 'ﬁma‘t fly at noon’,

paths in syllables of pain.

. . ’ ity fro
What are the psychological effects upon the Indian community from

N f

- i i Indian
the federal government a strong dependency was built up in the In

]
7

~

% ) -

. vy &
. | .

‘ i i : : ject to
to a far greater extent than any other minority group has been 51:J.b3. ,

v iti i we el ) two worlds and two
ejudice, and an unenviable position of being between two wor .,
prej e, . ! 7 |

cultures. | |
? | ‘
| i the
Changing governmental policies have had a deleterious effect on tk

‘ ! . R - v s
Indian and have been experienced by the Indian community as tidal waves,

that 1 V : : i and leave
eé.rthquakes or other acts of nature that impact grea'gly at first |

w

: “ ep! K in E. , ¢ f the \Inxt,eri‘o,r'
“1Annual Report; 1914, ‘Franklin E, Lane, Secr:etary o] e‘ ‘ "

i
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in their wake continuous reminders of their unwelcome presence, some-
times over a long period of time. Usually the negative presence of the
last policy is still being felt when yet ar}other policy is decreed.

Another variable that must be looked at in terms of the psycho-

BN

) IogiC'al impact upon the Indian community is the educational system,

Unlike changing policies, this variable has exerted control not in waves,

but in day-by-day continuous influence upon members of the Indian com=-

munity,

Indian Education

Much has been written on Indian E‘Eucatio-n, the most extensive

report being Brewton Berry's repori: in 1968 prepared for the Sub-

i

‘Committee on Indian Education at which time some 1500 items were

examined. He noted that the educational status of the Indian is generally
a record of frustration and disippointment. He w:rite's:

Millions of dollars have been spent, and continue to-be spent each
year on Indian Education; the results are disappointing. It is easy

to criticize the motives and the competence of those who have heen
engaged in this effort, and much of this criticism is well founded,

At the same time there have been many able and.dedicated teachers w¢
and adminiﬂ‘stra’tors, as is amply manifested in the numerous per- -
sonal documents which are available. It is also possible to defend

the thesis~-that progress has been ma.dg against insuperable obstacles.
Even so, there is widespread agreement that the Indian has not

profited satisfactorily from the vast expenditure of money and .
eifort, : :

i

i

o 1 . K A
Berry, Education of American Indians, Pl
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One of the suggested failings of the education of the Indian focuses
on; what do the schools teach? Havinghurst notes:

Two things stand out clearly in any examination of education
for Indians., First is the fact that with the exception of a few
innovative situations, all schools view themselves as primarily
teaching the dominant non-Indian culture. Second, is that while
most Indian peoples resist total assimilation, they nevertheless
wish the schools to teach_the skllls requ1red to part1c1pate in the
dominant cash economy. ,

A slightly different‘view is offered by Hammerschlag, who sees thé
emphasis more on pro{;iding skills that are adaptable in the market piace_,

but within the context of reservation life when he writes: 3
In the past, ‘success for the Indian has 1mpl¢ed absorptlon into the
societal mainstream. Tribal people often see education and its
consequences as not-so-subtle attempts to destroy the Indian culture.
Such feelings are reinforced by schools that have few, if any, Indian
teachers and by off-reservation:training programs that teach skills
that are rarely translatable into getting jobs on reservations, The
idea, then, of upward mobility has been tainted'because it is seen
as an abandonment of one's tradition. -

The aspects of biculturality imposing hai7dships on the seli-identity

of the Indians through the’educational system which by and large represents

0

- dominant culture is poignantly noted‘in a poem by Ed Edmo.

{Garden City:

s b i s B

I sit in your ¢rowded classrooms ‘ .
and learn how to read about Dick, T e
Jane and Spot.

A

1 u " \1\ B
Estelle Fuchs and Rcebert Havinghurst, To Live on This Earth, \
Doubleday and Co., Inc., 1972}, p. 142,

Carl A. Hammerschlag, ”Usmg T-Groups to Train American X\“\\
Indians as Phy51c1an Assistants, " Hosp1ta1 and Community Psychiatry 25
(Apr11 1975): 212.7 ‘ o , =
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But I remember how to get a deer
"I remember how to do beadwork
I remember how to fish
I remember the stories told by the old

But Spot keeps showing up and
my report card is kad.

SR

Who oi:erates schools for Indians and ;\ﬁhy' do they continue by and

[ aayepys

large to represent dominant society?
The BIA is re ’spdnsible for educating Indian reservation children and
. operates more than 200 schools in seventeen states; educatlng some. 200, 000

children. Of “these, approximately 35,000 children are in boarding schools.

Boardiné schools have long created uneasy feelingé in the h.dian commu-~.
nity and outside of it have been noted for inadequac;ies as far back as the::
1928 Me’r‘riam Report on Indian Education, 2 .
In.the days prior. to federal control, “‘missionaries had ag large hand
in educating ,Indie.ns and in :éuome‘ instances were very cognizant of the need
to maintain an_I’ri\dian cultural identity. Catlubiies were ve:ey active in
Euilding schools for Indians and a variety of religious.erders were con-
cerneci with the treatment Indians receiveé. The Benedictine Fathers,
f6r example,’ from 1893-1910published "The.Indian A;fdyocate';Which o &“

always spoke'for Indian rights and welfare‘sparrticulait-ly from the standpoint ., -~ .,

of maintaining, not destroying their cultural identity.

1Ed Edmo, Untitled Poem, quoted in Ben Bushyhead, "A Field of
Hope for the American Indian, ! presented to the Southern Sociological
Society Conference, Washington, D. C., Apul 1975. (M1meographed )

2Larl A, \Hammerschlag, Clayton P. Alderfer and David Berg, S |

"Indian Education: A Human System Ana.ly-31s, " American Journal of
Psyc}natry 130 (October 1973): 1098
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. . ‘ - . . R for the children but in terms of the effect of possible discrimination on
i its! educational endeavors for the Indians, oy - 7 k
Berry writes of the Jesuits' e ; » ] ) _ ,

h licy to gather Indians into natiQe villages surrounding_v the part of the teacher towards the student. Ome whady by Brogkmann
It was their policy eV Tou A |
the. mission, thus keeping families intact and to instruct thezx? in the
arts and crafts which they could use in making a living. . . . There
was no conscious effort to make Europeans of them. » )

~suggests that Indian children leave school at a higher rate than whites

not only because of a lack of a felt need of education or economic necessi,ﬁy,

) ST s on dominant culture society “ : : . : , ‘
Contemporary educational policies focu ‘ ? but for an additional reason, that being: ". ., discrimination in the class-

e Indian chi fall behind their white . ,
and recent studies indicate that Indian children : room which leads to differential treatment resulting in lowered self-concept

i i . ows as Indian children i K | v
counterparts in school achievement but the gap nar? : , in the Indisn and o Self—fulﬁlling roghec For the feeriitiminn o

i it is result is noted in the Indian .‘ |
pecoms move e e mpime ity R - Certainly there are many capable teachers who do not discriminate

i win ' educati rstem has thusly been used to o L ) '
community implying that the educational system V- , in the classroom but a negative attitude on the part of some feachers to .

' : destroy Indian identity. . o .
further control the Indian POPulatlon and further‘ © 4 the minority child has been noted by various investigators. Hobart

Hammerschiag, et al. Uobserve: reports of his shock at anti-minority jokes that non-minority teachers

% ‘ ' To many Indian people that implies a not very subtle ‘attem‘pt to

‘ sow the seeds of cultural dissolution to use the :schools as an 1r-15tru—
ment of Indian annihilation, There are subtle 1:11:112:15 among'tnbis
today to cleanse their children of white contamination on their return

engaged in--all teachers in a school with a large minority enrollment.

Moreover, emotionalized (though perhaps not intellectual) belief

in the inferiority of these minority groups is often firmly held by
the teachers whom the youngster encounters im school. Here again
there are numerous subtle ways in which the feeling of the teacher
is all too clearly communicated to those upon whom the teacher
locks down, o ‘

A

from boarding schools.,
In addition to the lack of culturally enhancing curriculum in the

schools from the standpoint of the Indian, another factor that may adver-

. Indi hildren's performance in the‘ classroom is the make-u‘p‘ Another persistent problem in Indian education today is the high
sely affect Indian children’s : ; ~ ; S ‘

x
: 2
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of the teaching staff. Indian-children, as ; SRR , , v .
L T v et v o University of Colorado that addressed this ‘sttuation and noted that: E Y Er
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B ‘ L N 3 ) 2 l Y . ;v L “ . . 4 . ., .
. ; , o , o L : S N ST Brockmann, '"Correlation of Social Class and Education on the

BRA ‘Flathead Reservation, Montana, " Rocky Mount Social Science Journal,
October 1971, p, 2. ‘ ‘ ‘

This may be a significa11t factor not oﬁljr in terms ot; limiting role models

|
~ . : +- minority groups, are more likely EQ betaught by teachers not ;Qf their ra"ce.:

lBerry, Education of American Indians, p. 5,

. 5 ‘, ‘ g ducation. M- ‘109é %Charlés W, Hobart, '"Underachievement Among Minority Group
Hammerschlag, et al,’ ! 'Incilan E i B Students:” An Analysis and a Proposal, " Phylon mo. 24 (1963), p. 185,
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It became apparent that the process of formal education, as most
of the students experienced it, either tore them apart--in which
case they withdrew to the safe world of the tribe--or threatened
to reduce them to a colorless anonymity--what the hostile ones
in the entire group tauntingly referred to as 'brown-skinned white
men, "'

Poor participation in school has been commented on by various

writers who note that school experience is often not relevant to Indian

=

children and unrelated to their values, Friesen quotes Wolcott who

observed: : : , . .
When they do come to school their participation is analogous
to travelling on someone else's boat; one gets on, sits patiently
during the long slow ride, and eventually getg off, Age sixteen
is the destination of the educational journey.
- In summary, we would not suggest that the educational System
always fails the Indian student. Still, it happens W1th enough frequency
" for concern to arise about the lack o,f preparatmn students receive to
participate equitably in dominant society as well as the detrimental effect
that it has on the self-image of Indian youth. The plight of Indian youth «
in Canada almost exactly parallels the experience of the American Indian
child and we quote from Lazure who observed:
The schooling of Indian children today raises many questions.
Ll School for some of them is unpleasant, :Enghtemng .and painful.

For these and for some others it is not so much adaptive as mal- -
adaptive. "They have little reason to like or to be interested'in the

'McNickle, Indian Tribes, p. 221.

2H. F. Wolcott, A Kwakiutl Village and School, quoted in J. W.
Friesen, "Educatlon and Values in an Indian Communlty, " The Alberta
Journal of Educatlonal Research "O (June 1974) 150.

3
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school in any way, in or out of the classroom. They fall behind
from the beginning and come to see themselves as failures.
Their schooling is not justified by results and moreover they are

<unhappy in it. A pattern that is followed by a few White children
is foliowed by many, perhaps most, Indian children,

Ample‘ do cum’entatior.l that Indian students achieve poor academic
performavnce and have high drep-otit rates, exists.v -Exactly what variables
within the educational system have the strongest influence, is still being
explored, However, all but a few would ag;ee that a curriculum that
enhances a -feeling of pride in Indian culture, tua‘ght,within’an Indian
frame of reference, by either Indian teachers preferably. or at least those
who understand and value traditional Indian life--would be an immense
advancement and a step forwarci to make the educational experience
_m\eaningful for Indian yeuth_.

Bryde emphasized that currieult:lm is the key when h;e.suggests a new
approach to Indian education that would encompass Indian culture and
would bolster an Indian self-identity on the youths' part. He v-writtes of
such a ?rogram with a: L

. e ‘easic course outline could be applied to Imdian youths of any )
‘tribe, Within Indian groups, the only differemces in the course WISLUTE TS e
would be in the sections on tribal history and tribal values. If the ' ‘
vast machinery of all the private, public and federal Indian schools

would teach such courses, zast strldes woulﬂl be made toward the
rlght kind of acculturatmn.

5

a

&

1 penis Lazure, "Indian Children of Canada: Educational Services
and Mental Health, "' Child Psychlatry and Humam Development 4 (Fail 197 3): .
52 i S . . . . B - e :

2 . 7 o - ":. g . i v
; J. F. Bryde, The Sioux Indian Student: A Stgdy of Scholastic Fail-
ure and Personality Conflict (Vermillion: Dakota Press, 1970), p. 144,
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While there may be disagreement as to the exact cause of school
failure, or remedial actions needed to change the system, generally
there is agreement with Berry who writes:

One concludes; from a survey of the lit’erature‘,. that the feeling

in general, both on the part of educators and of the Indians them-
selves, that formal education is failing to meet the Indian's needs,
that there is widespread dissatisfaction with the results, and that
the schools are falling short of their goal of preparing the Indian
to participate effectively in American society,

In concluding pages of this chapter, a contemporary profile of the
Indian will be offered in an attempt to determine--The Indian--Where is
he now?" i

The final portion of this review will deal with~-The Indian--Where
is he going?

Contemporary Profile of the Indian--
. Where Is,He Now? ’

Some basic questioxis concerning the Indian remain to be answered,
,5 ‘ ,
J

such as; how iné.ny? where do they live? how do they fare? and the like.

Of the oﬁe million Indians who now live in the United States, approxi-

out the population, altHOugh gene-z'a;ily concentrated in larée w‘este:h' urban
areas. Aleuts and Eskimos are included in the Indian population since the

Federal Government has responsibility to them similar to those it has to

i

Berry, Education of American Indians, p. 30.

1

e m vy i

[ mately one-half live on reserwvations; the other.half is:dispersed through=-. .
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Indians ox?‘ trust lands, This is not to suggest, how‘ever, that Indians are
residing exclﬁsively in the western statés. Indian populations are grow-
' iﬂg in most r{iajofr /fcities\. New Y01;k, for exafnple, has 1'0, 000 Indians;
:Buffa;l.o, New York, 5, GOO; Baitimore, Maryland, some 6,000. Since
Indian .birthrates are high and in{;nt .mortality; rates are continuing to
drc;p, the figure promises to‘ grow. The Indians whu reside on reserva-
tions represent 467 tribes,’ bands and groups with pOpglations varying
from fewer than 100 to 130, 006 (Navajo). The reservations number 267
of differi“ng“sizes, the largest being the Navajo-—.whicix comprises almost
as much lé.ﬁd as the s::tates of Vermont,\. New Hampshire, Cc-)nn.ecticut. and

Rhode Island combined. The Navajo reservation is not only the largest,

Some of the

-

but atypically s0; no oth“er reservation approaches it in"size.
: re‘s(‘ervations are quite érné.ll, the total of all federal reservations being
only 53 million acres. 1
; ’.f‘urning first to a brief loc;k at urban Indians, we note that very
little fesearch has been conducted on urban Indians, but'we de know that
since the second wc;rld war, a steady flow of Indians have moved from
o , i
RN reservations to large urban centers., Seeking.a higher. standard of living s e [ !
for their families, or job opportunities, they trade ;the support of a
hovmogeneous culture for an unknown future ‘inua dc,ij;r;inant’ culture from
whic;:x they are utteriy alief;a;teci. ;‘.Al‘j’lon, on \vijitiné of the urban Indian
noted, C‘
American Indians bring a _@ecu'I'ifar‘ cultural Heritag,e“ to the uérﬂban
wo’ryld.. Most Indians are basically Htr‘iba.l men who leavethe pr%mary, _

ok
e ‘ :
i .

lBureau 6f Indian Affair S, 1;975,. 5y
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I

kin-oriented relationships of a closed reservation community to |

enter a highly individualistic metropolitan milieu. Many funda-
mental Indian values not only are incompatible with those of
American culture but work directly in opposition to the principles
on which the modern competitive capitalistic order is based.

The individu-als and kamilies who pack up and move to cities are
imigrants who encounter a multitude of problems. While unémploymené
on the res'er'v.ation may reach 40 percent, 1n toéa}}'sk‘ economic recession,
minority and youthful ;:ity dwellers face similar kjob shortages. When jobs
do exist, newcémers frequently lack appropriate .skills., E"xpensivey and
scarce housing, language difficulty, and other unfamiliar urban stresses
press in on Indian individuals‘ and their families. The urban Indian has :
been characterized as being: ''alienated, insécﬁre, lonesome, poorly
housed, highiy mobile, frequently arrested, and victimized by alcéhdl. "

Poor living conditions is not the onlir factor th;.t céntributes to the
plight of the urban In‘dian;. The milieu in which the urban Indian finds
himself is not only complete‘ly ‘differént with respect to the psychological
support he received from the Indian community, but in other essential
Indian Health Service had provided him With ‘are "g"i)n'e; and how h;a goes hommed oo
about re‘ceiv"ing these services in the ci?:y may not bg known to him. The

services that he received on the reservation, a'lthoug'h often inadequate,

“1Ablon, "Cultural Conflict in Urban Indians," p. 203.

N

Berry, Education of Américan Indians, 'p@ V
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were at least negotiated in a sys"tem he was quite familiar with, the tribal
systerr\;. Now he becomes an ordinary citizen and must grope. through

maze of bureaucracies seeking services that may or may not exist, It

is not uncommon to hear of an Indian woman returning to her reservation

for maternity care because she was unable to find such services in the

city and could not afford private care.

The Indian also encounters prejudice when he leaves the reservation.

-~

- Researchers have noted that prejudice is another handicap that the Indian

experiences upon his arrival in the city, Hurt noted that the Indian 'is

generally excluded from the social and political activities in the commu - .

nity, nl Colson found, '"they are neither rigidly excluded not completely

' acc‘epteckly. n2 Why"thﬁen does the Indian stay in this unfriendly environment?

Most will readily say that they came to the city to seek jobs and

. schooling, not to become.whites or to stop being Indian. Were
jobs and educational opportunities available on their home reser-
vations, most would return home as soon as possible.

'Thus, the urban setting that Indians leaving the reservation find themselves

in, is often hostile and impersonal.
h

v

How do the Indians who have remained on the reservation fare?

. Compared to everyone in the general population, they are truly, 'low man

Ybid., p. 26, e B

" 2

Ibid.

3Ablon, "Cultural Conflict in Urban Indians, " p. 200,
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on the totem pole.' The followi‘ng_statisties reflect their situation:

Unemployment - Average rate is 35%.

Life Expectancy - For child born now, Indian 65; U. S. all races

70.9. ‘
Infant Death Rate - 20.9 Indian; 18 for'U, S, ali races per 1, 000

a0
births.

Health - Tuberculd#is incidence is 6.4 times as high for Indians
| as U. S. all races, Cirrhosis of Liver Deaths - 26. 3 per 100,009 as

compared with 5.2 U, S, all rfaces, ‘ ) i
Education - 42% of Indians drop out before completlng ngh School,
twice the national average. 10% of Indians above 14 years of age have ne

schooling at all; 60% have less than eighth grade education,

Per Capita Income - $1, 450,

~

Housing - Of 96, 200 housing units for Indians, 53 »300 are substan-

dard units, 23,900 of which are worth renovating.,

Industry - There are 255 industrial and commercial enterprises
located on or near reservations in 23 states. They employ 9,500 Indians

(53% of the total staff,)

While those who remain on reservations do not necessarily have to

B

undergo the ps'ycho,logi"calahd cultural change that thcse moviag to the funtiheting ).

cities undergo;. and while they have the familiar.seeurity of the tribe; wwomoes =

life for the average Indian is difficﬁlt, ecoﬁnomicaully insecure and lacking

in the creature comforts that most Americans tak‘ei'fi:)r granted.

l\Bureau of Indian Affairs,: ‘1';975.

Q-
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7 whlch homicide occuls is somewhat d1fferent among the Indian community ;

than in the genexal. p0pu1at10n. Frederick n‘oteeis::acnu.?fzi: e amamn e
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The reservation Indlan is not free from stress in his familiar
env1ronmenf One of the most serious nllental health problems is that of
suici;le. For the reservation Indian, all ages, it.is 16.3 per 100, 000
population; thle fOr U.s. all‘r'aces, it is 10.7. It is most alarmmg in
the[lower age brackets. For example, in the 15- 24 age bracket for
Indzans 1t is 35, 0 per 100, OOO populatmn while for the general population,
all races, it is 7. 1. In the 25 34 age bracket for Indians it is 39,2 per
100, 000 population; while for the general population it is 12,1, Onpe’
might speculate according to the traditional view of the Indlan who turns
frustratlon and hostlut,r 1nw‘ard upon himself, that the su1c1de rate is -

reflectlve of thlS

However, the h‘osti‘lify is not turned solely towards himself by any
A
means, In 1971 for Indlans, all ages, ‘the number of homicides was 20,6

per 100 000 population; while it was 8.5 for all races. Again’ it rises in
the lower'aged-bracket. In the 15-24 age bracket for Indians it was 28, 1

per 100, 000 populatmn, for all races it was 10.1, The situations under

In the general populatlon, homicide is both ’pr*eme“dltatedly and S e

1mpulswely committed, Among the Indidn people it is rarely

. planned but occurs almost entirély as a result of brawls while
drinking or during arguments at home, ’

Calvin J, Fredcuck Su1c1de, Hom1c1de, and Alcohohsm among

Amerlcan Indianss: Guidelines for Help (Natlonal Instltute of Mental Health
Rockw.lle, Mazyland 1973), pP. 18 ‘
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The problem of alcohol not-;only affects the hdrnicide‘ rate, but is a

serious health problem within the Indian community, as is reflected in part

by the high c1rrh031s of the liver deaths’ prev1ously mentmned It is esti-

mated that some eighty percent of all sulcides among Indians are alcohol-

related 2 rate which exceeds that of the general population two or three

times over, : .
' it

We have briefly Geviewed statistics showing that the 1n¢;1dence of .
social, health and economlc problems abound in the Indian community,
\.

This is not to suggest, however, that the picture for Indlans is entlrely

bleak Indians today, espec1a11y the yOuth are moving forward in a more
effectivi and sophlstlcated way in an effort to galn a piece of the "prover-

bial pie'' that they so Justly deserve and so long have been deprlved "Red

Power, "'a recently comed phrase largely associated w1th mlhtant Indians,

represents a posture of aggressiveness that would have been impossible a
generation ago., A recent_ study 1nd1cates that while thlrty percent of the

older Indlans in the urban areas were potentlal activists, 1dent1fy1ng with

-

this concept, seventy perc;erit\\ of the youth were. 1 Among the reservation

Indians, ‘tribal councils and Indian leadership;;in ¢he tribes have taken a oamome:pope
< g )

more aggressns’e stance in an effort to part1c1pate with governmental . "

and other agem]sies in decisions‘?‘that affect their constituents, Inter-

tribal organizations are greater in number and in strength. Much work

: o RN
needs to be done, but gone are the days when the myth of the

W

v 1J’ay Stauss, Bruck A, Chadwmk and Howard M, Bahr, "Red Power
a Sample of Indian Adults and Youth, " Final Rep01 t for the Natlonal Science
Report January 1975, p. 186. R . =

§
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"dnmb Indian' prevailed; when Tonto hung on every word of "The Great

White Father, " better known to us who remember as "The Lone Ranger, ¥

‘appliels equallyﬁ to all Indians,; many have found their 'p lace in the sun"

. .
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Those days will not be missed.

Summary

We have looked briefly at Native Americans w1th respect to their

relationship to and cultural differences from dominant society; reviewed .-
. v ;
the federal policies affecting them; considered certain aspects of Indian i

education; and presented a contemporary profile of the Indian. It would

'not be inaccurate to say that relative to any other minority group the

Indian has grieviously’suffered longer and more seriously from a variety

of social dysfunctions,  The effects of exploitation, discrimination and

‘ disenfranchisement have irreparably weakened the fabric of the unigue

Native American social systems that were well functioning at the time of

i
i

the white's arrival in the cohtinental United'States. VHow successful

individual Indians can merge the warp of Indian culture with the woof of

dominant culture, which in reality cannot be ignored and continues to
infringe upon a traditional Indian way of life--is a dilemma for all Indians

in. modern society; In attempts to weaverthe itwo Gultural threads in a el o ki
f\>

manner that allows for an individual Indian,self-idehtity and full parti-.seuo o i S

‘ , 0
cipation in dominant culture society, may individuals have not been

successful in jointly adapting to both worlds--and may feel‘comfortable

in neither.

2

However, it would be incorrect to say that this situation

by synthes1z1ng all that is useful for them frorn both cultures. ] R

¥




50

Why» are some Indians successfﬁl in ‘tiniting theése two worids, aﬁd
others are not? Résearchervs such as Léoﬁ. héve noted the possibility of ~
stress: 'The néed to function in two cultures or the need to move from
functioning in one culture to functioning in anothér has“th'e.potential for
creating psychosocial disorganizatio;ﬁtamong ’the Indians, !

Ali Indians, whatever their b‘a<‘:kg1"0und, must locate themselves
somewhere on a continuum’between tradit:ional Indian and those who have
been so acculturated that they eventually are assimilated into the general
population withéut being dis-tinguished either subjectively or objecti\)ely |

as Indian, )

The Spindlers have developed a §chema that they think is useful in
understanding individual or collective Indian adaptation. to the impact of
‘European-American culture. They be_lievﬂve~ that despite regi.ona;l and
tribal differences cei‘ta}in core psychdlo‘gical characterisffcs can be dis~
cerned, ’ They -list as follows: |

Native Type - Has had ‘only marginal contact with wvhites a-nd white
- culture. . . He thinks and acts Indian, . « His personality is adequate

within the traditional setting, but he is quite unequipped, psycho-
logically and technologically for competition in the modern socio-

economic system. ., Almost by definition he is.aged, e

Reaffirmative Native Type is usually represented by younger
men. ., Raised Indian, frequently by grandpirénts. , . experienced
‘wide and extensive contact with white culture. He is ambivalent
about whites and white culture, has some doubts about his personal
adequacy in the Indian as well as the white. man's world. His per-
sonality however, is i*nodally like that of the native type, but clouded

i

Robert L. GLeon, "Some Implications for a Preventive Prografn for
American Indians, " American Journal of Psychiatry 125 (August 1968): 128

L]
- . - -

'living, variables such as reservation size, family size, birth order,

”
o

J

51 ‘ ' -

by his doubts and ambivalence, distorted somewhat by his com-
pensation, and attenuated in some degree through cultural loss,
since he has learned no one culture fully,

Transitional Types are individuals who are clearly suspended
between the white and Indian'ways of life. . . Marginal Men,
There is no one transitional type, . . still fundamentally Indians
in basic psychological structure. . . unpredictable. . . or with-
drawn. . . or set sights on achievement in white terms and is !
trying to acquire the necessary technique with varying degrees )
of success., '

o [

Acculturated Typés are not all the same, . . may move to a middle-
class standard, a labo“ring‘class pattern. . . or cultural nerms of
local subgroups. . . marked psychological departure requires a’

. dramatic rechannelizing of energies and capacities. . . when a
person reaches this state in most situations, he leaves the reser-
vation and is assimilated into the American social structure.

- Utilizing the Spindlers' schema, insofar as it is possible to com- o
partmentalize individuals, provocative questioms arise as to which

variables are the determinants which decide what adaptation process the "

Indians will internalize, In an effort to explore the aynamics of bicultural

vschoo_l experieﬁce,“ tribe, v-sibling birth order amd, no ;doubt; numerous ’ N
‘other "v~ariables could be examined. All of these variables, howéver, can

be related to the individual's sense of_‘sel;f.:;;.'Aizt;e‘mx,awl;l, the desigﬁé,tion,_v;; *i‘”«A;
"eldest son, "in and‘of itself, has,‘ho power over one apart from the ' ,. ;

i’ighté, responsibilities and honors that we ur_ld«sr-s‘ta_n‘d it to mean.

@ . N ¢

‘ Spindlér ax,idspindler, ""American Indian Personality Types, " £
pp. 154-156, S | o ; S
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in an effort to gain a fuller understanding of Indians, this review ! )
‘ E ‘. s E o . ) I N
of the literature on self-concei)t of Indians was conducted. The vhtera- o
., - S £ - \\CHAPTE
. : ' i nted and analyzed ! - : \\ CHAPT R_ I
ture, including empirical research reports, will be prese , - : .
. ? et .
in the following chapter. - REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
\ This review of the Iiterature of Indfan -”fv\elf-concept includes article s,
R .
books and research reports deahng with the subject, This chapter is
- organized by first d1scussmg self-concept theory in order to guide the
— G
5 . .
; reader in the subsequent review which will begin with research studies
G -
. v : that have' s "
a 1. Addressed various dlmensmns of self—concept
: i Y . , )
. i 1 ' 2. Examlned ways of measurmg self concept
!
K " ;‘ 3. Ralsed partlcular varlables that have to be considered in
B 3 e:\plannlng Self- concept in an Indian population
; . 3 ‘\ "
- : S s . . = Theories of Self Concept e ;
TV R : reei & . e . : :
! ;
i Much has been written about the self and self- concept v1ewed hls-» f
) - “W\ / - BT s tor1ca11y' the self was: f1rst wrltten of by Wllllfafml.}?aa'ries in 1890 Slnce Miani Svﬂac
i i A ; , . . ‘
o i then, many theorlsts have wrltten on the self and postulated whether or “i
» 13 .- not it 1s consc1ous or unconscmus, how it is developed and the extent to »
b ! : Wthh 1t is b1010g1ca11y or enwronmentally determmed Mead theonzed
\ - 1W1111am James, Pr1nc1p1es of Psychology (New York Henry Holt ; :
! . ; ; 1 f 0 : s ‘ | : . f%
» , o i i ‘ k e : - - e o
; N S ~,u B .




i o b i« e

B ST s Ry T e e i Lt T L g e

54

that human behavior could only be unﬁer;stopd on a social basis, thus
individuals try; to ascertain the intention of others and respoﬁd by guid-
ing their own behavior to ﬁt in with the.actioné of others as théy under -
stand the others!' actions fllom their knowledge of that particular society,

Acco‘fding fvo“»Mead, human behavior involves responses to intérpre.—
ted stimuli and the individual must be able to take the role ‘of otherrs, to
identify in order to undei'sté};d the gestures of the other person. This
process takes place within ti;e context of the particular cu']'.!:ure the ’per-
son is reareid in and starts during infancy. Thus, a child who cries in
order for the mother to pick it up, has knowledge that the sound of its

cries will bring the mother from the other room. The behavior of the

child is part of an interactive process that depends on what the mother

is conditioned to do within that culture. One must be able to be the object

of one's own gestures, to be able to praise or blame oneself for one's

behavior, Charles Cooley, who coined the concept of the ”looking—glass
self, ' writes of a social self called the reflécted or looking-glass self,

which he sees as how we look in the mirror plus the way we think we

2 . . . 2 s . . oy S
look to others.,  This latter dimension consists of our imagined judgement

lGeorge H. Mead, Mind, Self and Socicty (C‘hi»c'ago': Th,e‘University
of Chicago Press, 1934), p, 103, ' i S ,

Press

R e . Ce e el S L - ey,

~ “Charles H, Cooley, Human Nature and the Social Order (New York:
»_Qharles Scribner’'s Sons, 1922), p. 143, : . ‘

”
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by others of our appearance, 'i‘he charact.ér'or weight of the other‘, in
whose mind we see ourselves, makes all the difference in our feeling
about ourselves, Man, in his imaginings, is able to share the judgement
of others about himself. |

| The conceptualization of'Mead and Cooley together form symbolic
interactionist theory which Myamoto and Do‘rnbu‘sch ;ummarize as
follows: '
1. The responses of others have an influence in shaping one's
self-definitions; '
2. There is a distinction between (a) the actual response of the

other and (b) the subject's perception of the responses of the
other;

3. The self takes the role of the ""generalized othef” that is, of

the individual's conception of the organized process of which
he is a part,

Carl Roge.rs was another m'a:jor theorist whie contributed to t‘he
understanding of the self .by his ernphasis on the perception of reality by
the iﬁdividual that has a major impact .r{ather thaw on the ‘reality its’elf.
He writes: '"Behavior is not d\‘virectly'influe.nced or determined by organic
or c;ulfural fa‘ctors’, but prirh~ar‘ily (and perhaps only) >by the perceptio'n of

-

these elements, "

S. Frank Myamoto and Sanford Dornbusch, "A Test of the Sym-

bolic Interactionist Hypothesis of Self-Conceptiom, " American Journal

of Sociology, 61 (March, 1956): 400,

. 2 '. 3 L . .
- Carl'R. Rogers, ""Some Observations on the Organization of Per-
sonality, " American Psychologist,’ no, II (1947), p. 360,
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Erickson contributed to self-theory by the development of his
epigentic \iarinciple, ,a term borrowed fro.m‘ the science of biology and
applied to the schema of per sogality development by him. ! He dex{i,s<=Td
eight stages that an individual should master in order to develop a
heaithy per sonélity. In order"ﬁhat the individual mov.e. on to the ne>‘ct
level, certain tasks must be mastered in each stage. The successful

i ities that
accomplishment of these tasks, in part, depends upon opportunitie

are available to him in the.particular culture in whichvhe Hves. Thus,‘

RN

k ‘ . y - O._
an infant moves from mistrust tc trust, when the nurturing person pr

l 3 - - . '
vides a trusting situation for him. The critical stage, in terms of one's
development being inextricably bound up in the view that others have of

. NETS » . Y
one, is the fifth stage which Erickson calls "identity versus diffusion’
s 1
at which time the youth: probes for his individual identity. Erickson notes
~ that youth moving from puberfy into adulthood are:

. faced with the physiological revolution within them, and with
tangible adult tasks ahead of them are now primarily concerned '
with what they appear to be in the eyes of others as compared with
what they feel they are, and with the question of how to connect

the roles and skills cultivated with the occupational prototypes of
the day.

Of the self, Lecky writes: - .

Maﬁ ié confront'ed' with maintaining both inner harmony arfd harmony
with his environment in the face of the need for self-consistency.

lEr‘ik H. Erikson, Childhood and‘._,Socviety', 2nd ed. {New York: .
W. W, Norton and Co., 1963), p. 97. . .

2'Ibid.
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Even if he holds a positive view of himself he cénnot continue to do
so if he is constantly devalued by others and will come to think of
himself in similar terms. ... Eventually, he comes to realize that

the others view is the ''correct' one. Thereafter, he also views:
himself as unfavorable, * '

In this vein, Journard writes, '""As they believe he is, he comes
, 1s . 2
to believe he is.

Therefore, our view of our self, is based on what others view us
to be. Symbolic Interaction theory stresses the importance of examining
man in rela.tion to his social environment; the self develops not isclated

from society but as a response to repeated interactions within society.

~Self-Concept of the Indian

Symbol\ié Interaction theory has particular significance for the
Indian because of the '(‘impact of dual cultures upon him. An Indian,
liying on a re s;e:rvafion, may have positivekfeelings about himself that
. become modified when he lez;ves the reservation or moves into some
aspect of Ddominant society that has an impact upon hié view of the world
and %}imself. Informal discussions with Inciians, conducted in th.e course

of this research, reveal that their feelings about themselves changed

, " 1Prescott Lecky, Self-Consistency, A Theory of Personality (New
York: The Island Press, 1945), as quoted in Anthony T. Soares and
Louise M. Soares, '"Self-Perceptions of Culturally Disadvantaged Child-
ren,' American Educational Research Journal 6 (January-1969): 14.

Z.Sidney Journard, Personal Adjustment (New York: The Macmillian
Co., 1958), as quoted in Louise M. Soares, ''Self-Perceptions, of Culturally
Disadvantaged Children,'" American Educational Research Journal
6 (January 1969): 55. i :
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drastically as they moved into dominant culture to a greater extent than
they had in their early year‘s. ”When I was with my family on the
reservation I felt good about myself. It was only when I left, that I

found out I was worthless. This I saw reflected in the eyes of the

shopkeepers in town, "
An individual's feelings about himself may work the opposite way.

The modification may be positive rather than negative. One Indian re-

ported, "It wasn't until I joined the army that I discovered I was a man,"

No doubt other Indians have different perceptions regarding the.

changes in their feelings of self-esteem and self-worth that may have

taken place as they move away. from traditional Indian life. In an effort

to gain more understanding of Indian self-concept, one cannot rely merely
on individual subjective experiences but must review the literature for
‘It may aid the reader to understand something of studies

»
A

of'Indian self-concept as reperted by Dreyer who notes:

further insight.

Studies involvihg American Indians traditionally have not dealt
directly with the concept of ''self, " and those that have attempted °

to draw conclusions about the self-concept have stressed anthro-
pological judgements by non-Indian observers, rather than Indian
self-reports. The anthropologists, however; have -pointed out a
number of factors about the nature of the Indian self-concept which
have been helpful, for they have noted the complexity of the self-
concept for individuals who are non-Western in orientation, especially
for those who live in what might be called cooperatlve societies,
rather than co:npetltlve ones,

lPh111p H. Dreyer, "The Meanmg and Validity- .of. the 1Phe:nomenatl
Self' for American Indian Students," The National Study of American In—
dian Education, Series III No. 7, I‘mal Report August 1970, p. 2.
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Berry,

”

an Indian researcher. reviewed the 11terature on Indian
ed ‘
ucatlon Wthh d¢ calt in part with studies of Indian self- -concept, H
e

p

,\

i
Courageous and that, ind md R

N /

the vahdity of certain stereotypes hold in

cha
racterlzed the Indian by "Terms used to descrlbe the modern Indi
ian's

t’ 2 ?

rejectio .sion, i
Jj n, depression, anxiety, estrangement and frustration nl

Berry quotlng several researchers notes Kennedy, " the P
s '+ «.the Pomo

appear to b
P e ashamecI of themselves, " Bryde reports that the Sioux "feel

. ‘ i i N i '!} i -i 11 ‘1
p | .
. . .

emotionally and self-ali 3 »
ienated, Ablon writes of the suspicion and fear

» e o g

residence in Detroit fails to dispel the sense of mferlorlty

z

i

1
Berry, Educatlon /.).f Amerlcan Indlans p 2
2. e, Las

4

2
M
ary J. Kennedy "Culture Contact and Acculturation of the South

western Pomo, " (Ph.D, diss
ertatio
1955), p. 20 as quoted in Berry.. n’ UmverSItY o Cahforma Berkeley,

3 .
Joh ' i
n Bryde, S.J., The Sioux Indian Student:. A Study of Scholastic .

Failure and Personalit
y Conflict, (Ph, : - -
Denver), P. 55 as quoted in Berry( D. dlssertathn, _U.nl"ersn;y of

Ablon, ”Cultural Conflict in Urban Indians. "

Berry. P. 203 as quoted in

5
‘Ralph L, West The Adj

Justment of the American Indian in Detroit
- ?

\
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~

Bérry concludes:
Much research needs to be ddne on the Indian's self-concept,
but there is evidence that the problem of identity is uppermost;
and that he is plagued with feelings of alienation, anxiety, and
inadequacy. ) B

Since Berry's review was on Indian education, he was primarily

interested in the effect of possible low self-concept on the poor academic

(RS

performance of Indian youth., It is suggesté%l that negative self-concept
g E
is a factor, perhaps even a cause of this performance, Or, as Berry -

notes, the relationship may be the reverse or reciprocal. He writes:

It is possible, of course, that poor academic achievement is the
cause, rather than the result, of a negative seif-—image. Or,
quite possibly, the relationship is circular, and the two reinforce
each other,

Much of the research on self-concept focuses on Indian youth;

their education and development,

 Saslow and Harrover reviewed pertinent re search tc present a

point of view on the psychological development of Indian youth, Theixr

thesis, which the reviewed research supports, is: .
= ) . : N
There is a failure in psychosocial development of Indian youth
during the latency and early. pubertal years which contributes
heavily to the reported incidences of problem Behavior and the
reported differences between Indian and non-Indian youth, -

X ‘llbid., p. 69.
ZIb'-id.
3Ha.rry L. Saslow and Méy J. Har‘r‘over,“ "Research on Psycho-

social Adjus»tment of Iriian Youth, "" American Journal of Psychiatry 125
(August 19685 120, o - :
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They relate their thesis to Erikson's s'tages, specifically that of

initiative versus guilt and industry versus inferiority. These stages

within the context of traditional Indian reservation life; These studies,

therefore, support the thesﬁs that when the dominant culture plays a

greater influ;ince upon the youth vis-a-vis the educational system, there
7 '
is a loweriyé of self~concept,

7
,/\:9”

, {
4 R

The dominant culture, being ethnocentri_c.,

(]

always has the emphasis op s, " For example:

Vi
2

'id.; p. 126, L
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When we go for a walk, the hills are to our right, the river to
the left; when we return, the hills and the river change, while
~ we remain the same, since we are the Fivot,, the focus. Now
the hills have pivoted to the left of me,
The Indian sees himself in relation to nature, not as the.center of

it. Lee notes: '""When the Wintun goes up the river the hills are to the

West, the river to the East. The geogréphy has remained unchanged,

"~ and the self has had to be reoriented in relation to it, w2

. Dreyer, in his review of this material observed:

" Lee Analyzed linguistic form and structure. . . to discuss how
Indian definitions of.the self differed from Wkhite so‘ciety_’s way of
defining the self. Shenoted that White soc .zly's definition of the
self cannot be both self and not self, both se/flf and other. Accord-
ing to this law, the self excluded the other amd led to the distinction
of the self and society. Wintun philosophy, on the other hand, had
no such law_Tf contradiction; the notion of self did not exclude the
other, so that it was appropriate to refer to the self in society.

Lee addressed the issue of examiniﬁg self—conce*pt"——basicall}} a dominant
culture copcept, in the Indian population. Despite the difficulties‘involved,
a number of researchers have conducted empirjimél studnies in this area,
Some of the researchers ha‘.vev addressed the issue of the validity of

studying this concept, which reflects theoretical formulations that have

Ip. b Lee, '"Notes on the Concept of Self Among the Wintun

Indians, " Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychelogy, 45 (1951): 543,

Y

Ibid. ,,,4/)}

2

3Dreyer, "Meaning and Validity of 'Phenomenal Self!, " p. 2.
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been derived within the framework of dominant culture, with Indians;
others have not,

ln any event, the remainder of this chapter will be

devoted to summary and analysis of those studies.

Various Dimensions of Self-Concept

Summary
A study by Stanton Tefft examined the differential impact of cul-

tural change upon Arapaho and Shoshone Indian youth in an attempt to

e
e

explore anomy in these groups. Anomy is defined as feeling alienated,

adrift, demoralized, powerless, 1 ]

In the review of the literature, the researcher quotes Kluckhohn

wllo notes: ', , , people become 'stranéed and confused' when their older
value orientations are dgstrOy'ed yet ‘they do.ﬂnot have su;fﬁcient under -
standing of the new orientations, e’

Tefft, in his review, note‘s that Chance, in studying the Katkavik

Eskimo, found that,

Eskimos who strongly identified with Western society but remained
socially isolated from the white world showed more symptoms of
personality maladjustment than those who had greater degrees of
contact irrespective of their identification. '

1Stanton K. Tefft,
- Teen-Aged Indians;
40 (1976): 145-155,

2

"Anomy, Values and Culture Change Among
An Exploratory Study, " Sociology of Education

Ibid., p. 149.

3Ibid., p. 147,

i
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4/ In an attempt to explore the effect of culture contact in a situation
e " ) . )
where some of the possible variables affecting anomic conditions ;‘;}ight

o)

£

| be ciontrolled, the invesstigé.tor administered a questiohnaire to 229 white,

thirty-six Northern Arapaho and forty\‘-f‘ive Shoshone high schsol students
who were living on or near the Wind River Reservat’ion in Wyoming, The;
subjects in the sample were similar with respect to academic perforrﬁance
and occupational opportunities. The Indian students were composed of

all who attended school on the testing day; the white students were ran-

domly selected. The students all went to three high schools in the area,

The instrument used was a modified version of the Lee Srole Scale

designed to measure self-to-pther alienation., However, the:invgstigator

-

notes:
. « « in reality, it would appear to measure the despair and dis-
couragement experienced by people when they are unable to

exercise any confidence and trust that their desires and wishes

may be fealized. It is a measure of anomy subjectively exper-

ienced.
(’\

£ : . '
The researcher uses the concept of self-to-other alienation and anomy

in the manner expressed above.

The analysis of anomy findings revealls that a:.higher percentage

of Arapaho students show self-to-other alienation than Shoshone or white -

students to a significant degree. Additionally, 'comparison of question-

naire items’from both Indian gfoups show that on those items that ranked

lbid., p. 149, . ‘ ' o

&

. »
P
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the majf)%‘i'ty the same as the white gToup, a higher number of Arapaho

students scored higher on the anomy scale than the o'thevs Thus, "th
; L. ‘ 4 €

-A (v ) '
| rapaho students, even when they shared many similar values, showed
H

more despair and disillusionment with :tileir social environment Among
th e . ‘

e Shoshone students, eighty-three percent said they desired favorable
e s 0 . . .
: valuation by non-tribal members., Yet only nine percent of the Arépaho

felt that they recei\{ed this eyaluation, while Seventy-five percent of the
Shpshone felt they did. The resga.rc;her concluded from this: ‘,;/"j’ .

Favomab.le e\{a‘luation by the white reference group promotes more
over»all ‘1dent1~f1c:at10n by the members of the subordinate Indian
group since such 1dentification_brings vicarious satisfaction in

sat1s§ac;10n.. .. Eyen thoggh members of the subordinate group
ma.y‘ eel alienated from the reference groups, some may still
strive to gain their esteem, 1 ) e

_ .
The author's explanation of the differential evaluation that each of
t i (o . . e |
hese tribes has on white's view of them, relates to white's in reality

Seeing each of these tribes in a different perspective. He notes t};at'

. the‘ Shoshone tribe as "friend of the white man'', Mo
whites look upon the Shoshone as being more ”p.rc.) .ressriio",?rf o
thc:ay.are considgred to have more white "blood, " -%Nhatev:r Sz}rzlcg
or1g1ns_of this dual image held by the whités, the fact 't};at t}'1 Z
}rlnake.dﬁ.ferent assessment of the Shoshone and Arapaho ch‘ar?cr:tez
a 3 . : '
thesmssltgg:ilsc;ant consequences for the images the Indians have of

Ibia., p. 155,

'ZIbid.; p. 154,
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The investigator notes that the primary purpose of the program was to:

demonstrate the ability of such a program to effect a
d, secondar-

* o ¢

decrease in the expected high school drop out rate an
ily, to evaluate whether intervention at the adolescent age would

be able to alter existing behavioral patterns.

Included in the 1968 group were twenty-six Indian, eleven Mexicans,

and thirteen Anglos. The 1969 group was composed of t\ventyx-‘eight
Indian, six Mexicans and fourteen Anglos. For each group tests were

administered on the first day of the program and repea;ced after the

P

students had completed the next school year. The criteria measures

used were the California Test of Mental Maturity, California Achieve-
ment Tests of Reading and Arxithmetic, and the California Psychological -

Inventory. The group originally had been chosed as participants, based

-

on nominations from teachers and counselors, who best met the criteria

.

for academic potential and achievement below potential.

The researcher reports in the findings that on no criteria measure

did any ethnic ‘group do significantly less well on the after test. The

evidence indicates that even though there was a statistically significant
gain in achievement and attitudes toward self, the actual improvement

Y

demonstrated by the students was at a lower rate than is expected for

the average public-school pupil. The investigator notes:

llbidn; po 423-
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Further, the ethnic differences in 'achiex}ement and attitud
towa?d self, which ranked the Anglos highest and Indians ](.aos
'per.slst over tirne. It appears that some success has been mest
achieved in the attermnpt to alter the expected dropout rate, b
these differences indicate that the young people involved i’n tlullt
program remain less able to perform in the usual classroo )
situation than are their more advantaged classmates, -

Analysis
No previous reliability or‘validity of these tests for use with an

le - . : ’
dian population was reported. The selection process of the participants

originally depended on the subjective evaluation of the teachers and .
counselors and was subject to bias. There is no way of knO\;ving if the
students they chose were representative of the entire Indian school

population or if, in fact, their own bias may not have contributed to

R
-

selecting those Indian students with lower feelings of self-worth to begin

with,

On the basis of these factors, the findings of this study cannot be
accepted as beingdadequately empirically demonstrated, bulturally
appropriate tests with a representative sample may have resulted in

different, perhaps contrary findings.
Summary ‘ ST L S ‘
M . . N ". . . .
ason“conducted‘ a hstudy to gain information regarding the person-

a » . . N » » ) ) N .
| lity characteristics of participants in Project Catch-Up, a program
. i . T re

...
Ibid., p. 427.
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designed to raise -aspirational level and pgrfourmance through a six-week
residential program of academic remediation, faciliation, and cultgi"al
e;lrichment. 1 This study was a 'replicati'on of a 1966 study; The sub-
Jects were 100 thirteen and fourtéen year olds who were selected on the
basis of teacher judgement of good academic ﬁotential, achievement
below expected ability, evidence of sociocultural deprivation and no
evidence of serious emotional problems. The students were randomly
assigned to participate and control groups and included twer'lty-two ’
Indians, nine Mexican-Amer‘icans, and sixteen Caucasians, who were
tested with the California Psychological Inventory (CPI) to gaiT} informa-
tion regarding their personality characteristics, The 408 items on the_

CPI te;si;v:‘for self-acéeptance, sensé of well-being, self—control, tolerance

and a variety of other factors,

The investigator concluded as a result of this test:

. « » Of greatest importance was the consistent evidence f)f com-

plete passivity, negative feelings of self-worth, and s.oc1a1 .

ineptness reported by both the male and fer‘nal‘e .Amer}can Indian.

It would appear that the subtle kinds of préejudicial e}ttltudes the

Indian encounters in a part of the country wh%c.h c.lalms to be free
~ from preg'udi'ce is robbing him of personal.initiative and self-

respect.

1Evelyn P. Mason, "Cross-Validation Study of Personality ‘Charac-
teristics of Junior High Students from American Indian, Mexican and

Caucasian Ethnic Backgrounds, " The Journal of Social Psychology no, 77 ;

(1969), p. 15-24.

21bid. , p. 24. S SR
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The researcher noted in the review of the literature that there is
) W '
limited research on minority children and a)l too often differentiations
_between the minorities is not made. Instead,
What evidence is available usually lumps them together, regard-
less of ethnic background, and suggests ego development charac-
terized by lack of confidence and negative self-images. One
exception to this has been the work of Zintz which summarizes
differences in the subcultures of southwestern American Indians

and Mexican-American and concludes that successful educational

innovation with these groups will depend upon adequate comprehen-
sion of cultural differences,

The children in this study were randomly assigned to the partici-
pant and control groups, However, the selection process initially depended
on the teacher's judgement where bias was. not eliminated, Thus, -the
teachers could have failed to sé;lec't indiarl students who have a stronger
sense of self within the context of Indian ’identitﬁy but because their mode
of learning or aspirations may differ:from the othe;‘ students, were
passeé over., Therefore, the Indian s‘tudents in the sa.mple may. have,

in fact, been those who were on the lower end of the continuum of {eelings

of self-worth had all the Indian students been‘tested, - e

This study, Béing a replication of an-earlier one, sought to validate

‘the Previous findings but may have only replicated certain inherent weak-

nesses of the methodology such as sample selection and instrument used,

il

“ llbid.,' p. 15,

P

T A e < a s

AT TR e



AL UL T T R ST AT L L sy T PR N T I

SRS RIRRE

71 : B | . 72
. o N ) ;/“Ir'.

The instrument did not have items dealing with Indian self-concept; thué, _ ; The sample consisted of sixty-nine Indian and fifty-eight Anglo

self-concept in Indian children is implied to be unidimensional rather . 3 : elementary school children in New Mexico. The Indian children included

(S OO G

than multi-faceted in order to test appropriately children who are all Indian children attending the first and fourth grades of one school -

experiencing biculturality. Caution should be used in drawing conclu- while the Anglo children were randomly selected from the first and fourth

e o . bt
Py

sions from this study. . o : gra;des of a different school. They wére administered a twenty-three

, : | ; ‘ item Primary Self-COncept Scale designed by Muller and Leonetti,

Summary
' According to the researcher, the findings of this study indicated
A study by Martig and DeBlassie addressed the questions: Does - . .
| i : ’ ) ' that grade level did not appear to influence self-concept. However, in : !

Indian ethnic group membership influence self-concept when compared
' ' ‘thé first grade level, girls were found to have higher self-concept than
to self-concept and Anglo group membership and are variables of sex ;
the boys. The results of this study indicated that in this sample Indian
and grade levels a significant influence? o ‘

. ethnic group membership does not influence self-concept to a significant
Previous investigators show conflicting results in this area. : i
degree. The differences with respect to sex, the researcher expla'ins

- Rationale for these variables being studied was developed from prior ' ; . ‘ , . . ‘
. ' * o | ) . by the later maturity of boys as well as the '.ck of male role models in
studies. Studies by Coleman and Hathhorn found Indian children have v ' ' -
: the schools,

lower self-conce‘pt“é than white children. Hathhorn reported that Indian's : v 4 ‘

' The rescarchers found no evidence to support Hathhorn's hypothe~

low self-esteém was reinforced as a result of the educational process, : ‘
” ‘sis but did find similar results to Havinghurst, that is, there was no

ety e ek R na

. 2
that is, the number of years spent in school, Havinghurst reported } "
' difference in self-concept with respect to Indian and white students.

evidence of sex differences, but not with respect to ethnic identity, "

B L T A

‘ ' . Analysis
-lRoger-Martig and Richard DeBlassie,- '"Self=Concept Comparisons "= -
of Anglo and -Indian Children, "' Journal of American Indian Education, ‘ ' Concerning the sampling procedure in this study, no mention was
May 1973, pp. 9-15. ‘ ' : . ( .
2 made as to why these schools were selected and if the study sample was

J. R. Hathhorn, "A Comparative Study of Factors Related to Post : ‘ o ,
High School Educational Pursuits of Selected American Indians, " Disser- ' ' representative of the Indian population. Possible differences that may

tation Abstracts 1971, 31, 4461A. James S. Coleman, et al., Equality ‘ ‘ )
- of Educational Opportunity, U. S. Department of Health, Education and k ' exist in the two schools or the similarities betwecen them was not discussed.

hed
P o e

Welfare, Govcrnment Printing Office, 1966,

e

3 . The researchers did not note why the Anglcf children were randomly .,
Hav1nghurst, "Self-Esteem Youth, " p. 8. . : . ’
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selected from among the other’students %n their classes while the Indian‘
students consisted of the entire classes qf the first and fourth grades Q,.f
their school.
Regarding the instrument used in this study, no mention was made
of its previous validity or reliébility with any population. "In this stu<:ly

it Wouid have been especially important to note any pre‘vious usage with

N
-

Indian children.
administer the tests. The ethnic identities of the adminisi:.x"ators of the
tests was not mentioned. 4 .

While the researchers did not generalize to the general Indian
population, the compared their findings to studies that were morv"ev
rigorously conducted. In view of the methodology re'lati’,ng to sampling,
jnstrument and ethnic identity of thos‘e‘ administering the t.es;ts; possible

sources for bias and contamination exizt=and this weaken acceptance of

the findings for any other group except the study sample, it

Summary

Withycombe conducted 2 study which inyvestigated the relationships .

i ' - ived i tatus of
among self-concept, social status and self pe.rcelv?d social s

elementary school Indian and white children.

1Jera.lcvline S. Withycombe, "Relationships of Self-Concept, Social

Status, and Self-Perceived Social Status and Racial Differences of Paiute

Indian and White Elementary School Children, " ‘_J‘ourna,l of Socigl Psy-
chology, 91 {(December 1973): 337-338.

.

e e e ¢ b i e e e et e L .

Teachers and teachers aides helped the senior researcher

-
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Previous studies that were reviewed by the researcher did not

agree if self~concept and social acceptance were positively related, In

the studies reviewed, Withycombe noted that ethnic differences were not

discussed. .

" This study sample was cbmposgd of first/"and fJifth-grade Paiute
Indian and whité children in a segreéated s:chool, and integrated school
with a twenty percent Paiute Indian matriculation, and an integr;ted
school with a sixty percent Paiute Indian matriculation. Sxibjects wére

tested on the Classroom Social Distance Scale by Cunningham., First

graders were measured on This is Me Scale and the fifth graders on the

Bills Index of Adjustment and Values-~Form EL for self-concept, Becker,

The results of this study note that self-concept and social status
were significantly related for the Paiute Indian subjects, while self-

concept was not significantly related to éeH—perceived social status nor

were self-pérceiv‘ed social status significantly related for these subjects.

For the white students, social status and self+~perceived social status
were significantly related although self-concept was not significantly
)

related to social status or self-perceived social status.”

|

The investigator observed: .
The Paiute Indian children with high sé¢if-concepts pos silﬁiy felt
adequate in themselves and behaved in ways conducive to accept-
ability by their peers of both races, as was indicated by Brownfain
" to be true of people in general, It is also possible that “popularity"
is of little concern in.the Paiute Indian culture. Acceptance by
~ others may be assumed by these children, rendering them less
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sensitive to actual

popularlty-” is valued in the Anglo culture and, ther
cn1ldren become quite astute to

by their peers.,

Analysis

75

acceptance by their clas smates

Perha.ps

efore, white
clues of acceptance or lack of it

In the report of this study sampling procedures were not mentioned

nor were estimates of

comments made by the researcher are very useful, however,

awareness that particular values sought after by members ‘of one culture

reliability and vahdlty of the tests noted

f/
I

may not be desired by members of another culture.

Summary
Snery

In their study Ri

engagement process in aged, h'ea,lthy“,‘

of the disengagement theo y to be: "

due to he

The e

I

chek, et al. investigaied the perceptions of the dis-

ity

x

elderly Indian and Caucasian

-+ . the aged Wlthdraw voluntarlly

or involuntarily into a soc1al hmbo at the other end of w‘nch looms

3
death. "

IWithycozx}be, "Relationship's Self- Concept, "

P'

338.

~ women, 2 The researchers quotlng Lowenthal note the central construct

Herbert G. Richek, Owen/ Chuculate, and’ Dorothy Klinert, "Aging
y Elderly Women, '""Geriatrics 26 (May 1971):

and Ethn1c1ty in Health
146-152,

3

M., F. Lowenthal,

"Perspectives for Leisure and Retirement, " i

in

Mental Health in a Changing Community, ed. R. Brockband and D, Westby-—

Gibson (New York: Grune & Stratton, Inc., 1966),

in Herbert G, Richelk,

P

et al., "Aging and Ethmc1ty

.

pp. 118-126, as ‘quoted

"p. 146.
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The sample consisted of thirtyu-ﬁve Indian and fifteen Caucasian

women who were free of disabling illnesses and were either residing in

“their own homes or in so-called Golden Age homes,

The instrument used was the Bown Self-Report Inventory which
measures the configuration kno'wn as the phenomenal self; that“is, the
person's nenception of the self in the situation in which he is involvedl
and what he sees his relationship to signif}%ant others and his environ-
ment to be by measuring acceptance, liking, valuing of—--Oneself, peer s,
children, authority, ‘work, reality, parents and hope (degree of optimism

for the future). The investigators were of the same ethnic background as

” "
the respondents and when n&cessary to enhance communication, Indian

" languages were utilized., L

R

\1\/ The findings of this study sucgest that as Indian women age, they

‘d1=engage from peers, work and hope; there is no change to'\%(ards parents

and authority:: As Caucasian women age, the disengagement process

oc }11'5 in different segments of their phenomenal 'world, e. g. » authority,

chlldren and parents; there is no change towards work and self. The
researchers note that a major methodological fia\i, exists, that being the
serious deficiencies that are known to be inherent in recall data,
Analysis
The investigafors note that the: sample was small and not randomly -

solected. However, tkis stuﬂdyvbemg a preliminary one, suggests possi-

bilities for one more rigorous with & larger sample that contnols for

>
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additional variables such as socioeconomic status, education and other

variables, Reliability of the instrument was reported., While there was

" no reported usage of this instrument with hfdians, we would judge this

not to be a serious ‘limitatic;n‘due to thg self-reporting nature of the test. A
That is, .th\:f:' items relating to self were not culture-bound, ;)bjective
criteria, but instead were subjective “ev'alua‘tions.

This stu&y did not pretend to be of a rigorOusu naturé but did take
into account such factors as instrument appropriatenef_é s ané ethnic ’
identity of the interviewer. Therefore, given its limitations of method-
ology, the findings suggest pc;s sible avenues for future reséarch dealing
with perceptions :Jof the phenomenal seif. The resuits suggest, if feelings
of the phenomenal self operate differentially in an aged population, feel-
ings of self fnight also be similarly di'f:éerent in these two gt}l.ni‘é‘ﬁgroup‘s at
a younger age, :;.‘hus, there is an indica:tién that ,self;coxaceist rela.teé very

much to ethnic identity and should not be examined apart from. the cul-

tural frame of reference of the “subjecf‘ts of any study.,

Summary

Many researchers have investigated Eskimos to determine if an
Eskimo identity is comforiably and successfully maintained. Some have

found that it is while others report considerable ambigdity, and confusion

I

in this area.
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Parker, in an effort to gain insigi'xt into the self-'image of Eskimos,

c;)nductéd a study of sixty Eskimos in two villages., 1 This study was
conducted.by utilizing cards to elicit storifes‘relating t&:@\thnic identity
using a. story-~telling instrun;}ent and participant observation,

The first village of Alﬁakanjtik was ba.sigally isolated from white
culture and from the larger Eskimo populations as well., In this village,

English is seldom spoken; Prestige is associated with the traditional

hunting and fishing, In the second village of Kotzebue, there'is an

, extensive contact with white population; many of the residents them-

selves being miked.
The :esearcher found that in the village of Kotzebue, there was a
high degree of attraction (thirty-seven percent).to Western society with

a desire to partake in it as opposed to six percent in the village of Alakanuk.

He also noted that a generalized hostility was present in the same degree

as the foregoing, This hostility was directed to dominant culture as well

. X
- ~ )
as y ne's ‘ows i ‘ i .
towards members of one's‘own group. Previous studies have noted

-~ .

that hostility in individuals who were attracted to We stern society, but

did not indicate the direction of hostility., Parker 'concludes from his rhon’oon

s,tudy«:k

0

By

3 Seymdur Parker,."Ethnic Identity and Accultiration in Two Eskimo
Vlllazgcs, " Amezjican Anthropologist 2 (April 1964): 325-340,

"
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‘ , - . ) ) j : Summary
. « « the present paper also indicates the directions of this hos- i _ i

NN

tility and some of its underlying causes. No evidence has been
presented about whether or not the original impetus to accept
Western goals is motivated by hostility and by disturbed relation-
‘ships within one's own ethnic group. However, whatever the
original motivation, the minority group member attracted to
Western society is more likely to develop negative attitudes,
toward his own and the dominant ethnic group, when he perceives .
barriers to his newly-acquired aspirations, ... minority group
members who are most desirous of "moving toward' the dominant
group often try to disassociate themselves from their own group.
. .. A devalued ethnic self-image and hostility toward Western
society emerge from a situation where indivilduals set new goals, .
which they then perceive cannot be reached. = : '

) Friesen's study addressed the issue of differiqg values in an Indian
community, one of which was self-esteeni in Blackfoot Indian and non-

- Indian pupils; Blackfoot Indian pupils and. fheir teachers; Blackfoot Indian
pupils and ’their parents; Blackfoot Indian pupils attending integratéd

schools versus Blackfoot Indian pupils attending all-Indian schools,

B S e R s G Rt s LI P P

e sgr

In the review of the literature, the researcher reviewed a variety

L ) of writers who, over a period of thirteen years, investigatéd differing

o ' values in minority group communities,
Analysis B : A ' ' | ' )
The sample consisted of forty adults, seventy-one pupils and

In his study Parker conducted int2rviews with individuals who were .

contacted through referrals fr;ml people who themselves had been pre- twelv‘e feachers. Although theif vene mainly BlaCkaOt;' pupiis frO@ the
viously interviewed. The researcher comments that he was unaware of e ban‘d vere mncluded as “A,eu. e Studenf:s’attended o ati-indian
any circums‘tances that would have ihtroduced bias in selﬁecting the anaone City—integratefil sc\thOIS ” tée'célgary e The’%néitrument
samples. How representative the original interviewees might have been seed was devised by Audrey James Séhwar.ﬁ? under fhe title, Aftectivity
e ’\’

s . » Orientations and Academic Acﬁievement of M y i )
of the village population would affect validity of the findings. 4 e?ucan Amencax} Yo‘uth' ”

[
ViR o s Ay e

| | . in a study of the value system of Mexican A i igi

Without using a valid psychological instrument and proper sampling ‘ ’ ' ’ meren Touh ) o e
- : study examined the differé:_hces in affectivity ori i

techniques, this project still gives us some insight by utilizing anthro- ” d 'rlentatlo“ns PR vhat fue

. 4o effect upon achievement is in Mexican Amerzicansand Anglo-American i

pological insights, as to how ethnic identity is.affected by exposure to  :~ ..’
) ) : youth, The present research project adopted this‘instrument because of =

S

western gulture, ' ’ . .
;o - ; 3 similarity in amount of formal education, high drgp-out rates, and severe

5 economic conditions between Mexican Americans and Canadian Indians.

* W : ®

‘ ' , ; 15, W. Friesen, "Educati Falues in an Ind;
'llbid 138 ﬁ : . . . Friesen, ducation and Values in an Indian Community, "
.» P. 338. ‘ ; ® ‘The Albeljta Journal of Educational Rescarch 20 (June 1974): 146-156
° - (] B 5 » C, 1 > - : L ) - I ‘ : ' ) o

R Iy

R A
S s < e .

tyene, s wne ko

L 34 ey b et ey v 4
A P



81
The major findings of this research in summary are: In relation
to non-Indian children, Indian pupils exhibited :4a tendency for feduced}
confidence in self-esteem; howevgr, Indian pupils exhibited less self-

esteem than either their teachers or parents. Friesen comments:
. ‘ ¢ B
. « . the lower degree of self-esteem seems specific to the Indian
child., His experiences in the classroom do not seem to have en-
hanced his concept of himself, and the parallel experience of
failing school grades is equally familiar,

Self-esteem was not affected by integrated versus all-Indian school

experience, but the resear\gllg/r found that:
+ « » integration for Indian children broadens their concepts of
human nature, lessens their dependence on the family, and helps
them develop a more realistic concept of the social work-a-day
world. These characteristics may be desirable from the stand-
point of an assimilationist philosophy of culture; at the same time,
they tend to weaken subcultural identity and solidarity.

: Analysis

The researcher involved in this study made an-as sumption :that con-
ditions in the Southwest in Mexican Ameérican communities p,araliel
Indian comrnunitit;,s in Western Canada. This as sumption is a difﬁqult
one to accept or reject; although there are »c;ert\,afir;» p,a;:.:a.,ifels, the Indian-, ..

community is unique in several ways and it cannot be ascertained if these

unique features are important-variables in this study.

57

Ylid, p. 153,

®Ibid., p. 153-154
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Even though Freisen did not gencralize beyond this particular com-
munity, he did not note how the schools where the students attended we‘re
selected, so we have no way of knowiﬁg if we,can generalize to even fhis
community.‘ He did not note; thc? method of including these studied students

in the sample. Therefore, it is difficult to have a great deal of confidence-

in these findings,

Surn‘maryﬂ

A study by Gfi.radstaif et al, Was\‘ modelled after Kenneth Clark's
investigation of racial identification and préferences of Negro children
in the United States. This study examined the racial and cultural pre-
ferences among Indian childrélén in Canada,

Thirty-.six' Indian child#-en, ages (:hree.to seven, were ¢xarhined, and
thirty-five white chiidren w(%re used as the control group.\: "The ;hildrlen
were offered both Indian and white dolls and askeci questions about them;
which they liked to play wiféh better, \\}hich doll looked like thel:n. ‘The two
groups of children responded in a similar pat’terﬁ; fifty percent of the
Indian children and sixty-three percent of the white children liked the
white doll better; eighty-five piarcent 6f the white children ,s;.ic,l that
tihe ;Fndiarx doll looked bad and sixty-;ix pérceni; of the Indianrchildren

made the same evaluation. The Indian children four years and

[

1 . ; .
. Carl F, G‘rmdstaff,ﬂ Wilda F., Galloway, and Joanne Nixon,
”Raﬂc_:lal and Cultural Identification Among Canadian Indian Children, "
Phylon 34 (December 1973): 368-377, - | | A
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under said that the white doll looked.like. them but by age seven, only
thirty-six percent of the Inaian children so responded.

The researcher;, on the basis of this study, conclud'e'd that Indian
children responded to self-identification as Indians in a negative way and
have a low value of themselves. They write, "The dominant group's
stereotyped negative attitudes and values toward Indians have been com-
municated to the Indian children. . . and these attitudes have been
accepted by these children.,”1

The investigators :inferred that the Indian children deny th.eir own
racial membership because although they recognize the Indian doll
racially, they do not identify with it in a positive manner. They note t;hat

in the Clark study, Black children deny their racial membership as well.

Analysis
The sample for this study was randormly selected from a public and
parochial school on an Ontario reserve. No mention was made as to the

representativeness of the sample. This particular test has not been pre-

viously used with an Indian population so its reliability and validity are

in question. )
L]
U

The-examiner in this study was not Indian and while the researchers

iy

made r;aference to the fact that better responses may have been given 1f
the examiners had been Indian, this could not be feasibly arranged. They

" notey

ibia., p. 377.

3

84
However, an adequate rapport proved to exist between the
' experimenter and the subjects. Both white and Indian subjects
appeared highly enthusiastic and, for the most part, did not
~hesitate to respond to the requests of the experimenter,

It might be suggested that the ethni'cij:y of the examiner could have

influenced the children to re spond in a manner that they believed would

i please her, especially since there was a ré.pport established, Since
=N children often seck to please adults whom they like, respect or fear

/)) . often in disregard of their true feelings, we cannot accept the findings

)
{
\ . of this study as significant due to the ethnic identity of the examiners.

i

Summary

In a review of the literature by Dreyer and Havinghurst, they note

that few studies dealing with self-concept have attempted to measure it
El

M

with psybhological instruments. A number of researchers have applied

personality tests to Indian children that are inappropriate and suggést

that the Indian is in a disturbed state psychologically relative to the

LR

"normal'' and desirable referent for the white child. They quote Spilka

who writes:

These notions are both insulting to Indians. and: conceptually in-

- iy
i

appropriate. Lost sight of are thé heritage of the Indian groups,
e the conditions under which they currently live and.their general
place and status relative to the mainstream of American society,
. - « The use of "mental health," "medical" and "adjustment"
models of behavior for explana:tory purposes plus psychological

G
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instruments that surreptitiously introduce such as sumptions simply
work to hide the truth and protect the existing order,

The researchers note that in ﬁart.iéular the Minnesot'a Multiphasic
Inventm:y is especially dysfunctional in measuring the self-concept of
Indian youth due to the language Wh‘ich is difficult for students who are
not good readers to understand.

‘This ;tudy collected data from 2, 007 Indian students from eight to
twenty year,; of aée who attended public, mission and BIA‘ s‘:c.h‘o;als fr?m
Alaska to North Carolina, 'i‘he students were ranciomly selected, A
non~Indian control gro;ap consisted of 168 youths, A compa::ison between
Indian and non-Indian groups was made in an effort to explore the unique-
ness of Indian culture within dominént society,

The instruments used were a .Twenty'— statement Self—Esi.teem in-
ventory modelled after a simi‘lar instrument developed by Coopersmith,
and an instrument that was-a semantic differential inventory utilizing
Osgood's evaluation. Only moderate degrees of relidbility and validity
‘were shown, leading to the conclusion that the two instruments W\‘ere
measuring different aspects of the same cohstruct.. Thus, a third score
was made up which combined the two scores and which was constructed

from data taken from Indian groups, which was labelled "combined self, "

This combined self was used to describe "'self-esteem' in the study.

.IPhilip H. Dreyer and Robert J. Havinghurst, "The Self-Esteem
of American Indian Youth: The Personal-Social Adjustment of American
Indian Youth, ! National Study of American Indian Education. Final Report,

November 1970, pp. 1-14. , e o
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The findings as reported by the researchers are:

An investigation of the "adolescent crisis' hypothesis revealed
that IndiaAn student ''self-esteem!! did not drop significantly from
pre-adolescent to adolescent years for most groups and tended
to increase slightly during adolescence, while the Non-Indian
Control group decreased slightly in "'self-esteem' over the
years from ages eight to seventeen. These findings contradicted
the hypothesis proposed by Bryde.Al

The data also revealed that there was a significant sex difference
in "self-esteem" rating with girls genefally rating themselves lower than

»

boys. The data also showed that

« + « Tural and small city Indians who were in the majority in their
schools had significantly higher "self-esteem'* scores that urban
Indians and rural and small city Indians who were in the minority
among students in their schools, while boarding school students

.-who were in the majority at their school had lower "self-esteem"
scores than any of the other groups. )

The researchers, while they took into account cultural variables,
note that cultural bias still may exist with these instr;lments which may
not be measuring factors W;‘liCh best describe "self-concept! ;avithin the
context of Indian culture, .

They urge extreme caution in examining this

concept in groups of a different cultural context,
Analysis

This project, awesome in its pProportions, was rigorous in its

methgdolqu. The subsequent discussion of the pitfalls of examining such

AIbid,, p. 9.

2Ibid, s
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87 ‘ . o ;
o ' These.questions emerged from the previous study on phenomenal

a complex subject in zi population as culturaliy unique as the Indians is ‘ » -
: : . self. This study represents an attempt to find out more about the rela-

highly recommended.

AT

tionship of ''self" to other aspects of Indian students thoughts and

T The findings in this careful study can be accepted due to the pro-
: ‘ ~ experiences, ]

cedure. The only reservations that exist are the same that have been _ -\! 4 | | .
. Many researchers have characterized Indian youth as being alienated

articulated by the researchers themselves and rest solely on the com- ‘ ‘ .
: and viewing the future with a sense of hopelessness. The results of this

plexity of the subject and the possibility of unknown variables, bizs and ( , , _ {
- study did not bear that out. The findings of this study show no difference ;

influences that may be as yet unknown but may be explored by future . » _
: E between the Indian students and the white students in the control group;

-

research in the area. . : 3 o
both view the future with feelings of hope and optimism. They look

-

.towards the future when life will be better than it now is and when their

Summary fh‘
Dreyer's report Waé’ one of a series of studies collected for the ’ - aspirations will be fulfilled, The-second question to be answered in this
i ' s 1 : : : . h .
National Study of American Indian Education.” The data were collected . study indicates that:
from the same group of 2,007 students, The instruments used were the ‘ Indian students generally related their ''self-esteem' to both -3
: o . White and Indian cultures about equally and did not seem to be
same as in the aforementioned study. identified more with one culture than the other. The only exception ;
) ) 1 ' to this was the Urban Indian group which had a higher correlation I’
- . The questions this study sought to answer were; . oy ; ’ between ''self-esteem'' and Indian Culture for every age group
4 : » o 1 B ' and which seemed to be the only group that learly identified '
i : b ) : v v , , . : y group that was clearly identifie -
| How did Iadian stadenis view their future when compared to Ji : with one of the two cultures,. in this case Indian culture.
their self-evaluation in the pre sent? : /,, ‘.‘ ] . oo . L v ) ‘
2. How .did Indian $tudents rate Indian and White cultures, and ' , : ) The investigator, in light of his findings of urban Indian youth's
did their self-esteem ratings correlate more with one culture : I ’ : ‘ ’ - .
than the other ? ) ' A v oo s identifying with Indian Culture only, sought.as. apossible explanation, = v < pwow i
R 3. I—iow did Indian ‘student self-esteem relidte:ito: school achieve- LR R e ‘ R X ST : |
menf as measured by rank in class ? ' I A . : the fact that Indians in an urban setting are in a meinority and as an ocut- -
: ) R S , _ group suffered discrimination. Thus, he examimed the data collected
lPhi‘lipDreye:c, "The Relation of Self-Esteem to Per sonal—’SOCial e ' : B | . | o
Adjustment Among American Indian Students; The Person‘a.l-Social Ad- ‘ . - — : o f o |
justment of American Indian Youth, ' National Study of American Indian <« R oo I r - llbid b, 8 : . o B - , | .
. ) o A= . o R ') . X3 .
Education. Final Report, pp. 1-23. ‘ ) | _ o R L A }
2, . : ‘» b
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from students in rural setting where they too, were in the minority,

- There was no indication that they identified predominately with the

Indian Culture. Thus, the idefiiﬁ\ﬁcatio@bf urban Indian youth was a

unique situation,

Since most of the students related their self-esteem equally to

both cultures, further investigator took place in order to determine if

one culture was rated more positively than the other by the students. It

v

was found that the Minnesota-Wisconsin Group, North Carolina Greup,
Urban Indians, all rated Indianculture more positively to a degree that
The Southwest g.roﬁp rated both cultures

was statistically significant,

the same and the Oklahoma Indians rated white culture more positively

~

than Indian culture, Age and sex did not seem to be any significant

variabie in the culture rating,

The urban Indians and the North Carolina Indians not only rated
Indian culture p051t1vely as did the Minnesota group, but ;‘ated white
culture consnlderably less fa,vorably than did the other group. The urban
Indians in particular seemedb to have a clearer sense of cultural‘ ‘;mund- v

0

aries and saw themselves as defmltely beloniging to ‘one culture and not ’

the other., The North Carolina grOup, belng ?:xruque as'they hved ina

county that had all black,- all white, and ,1linety;-five percent Indian schools,

]

et

was the most favorable towards Indian culture and the least towards white,

It was supposed that their heightened awareness of color and race made

them feel more favorable towards. théir own group.

B e e

Ll

»+1  there was this same: relatlonshlp Wlth Indian studentsias well

o

90

Upon closer examination, it wa.s fqund that the' low scores of the
urben indian students towards white Cu;ture ca‘me» mainly frorr; one school,
Upon lool;ing into the situation, the reeeercher learned that this school
was eharecterized by hos,tilitj on the part of the Indian students. ~The
students seemed to have obser';red a good deal of militancy on the part of
their parents, Milwaukee being known to be more militant than any other
city, and the children seemed to ha‘ve mirrored their parents attitudes.
Many of the students felt that their teachers were preju-dicec‘i towards
thern, yet oddly, onb the teachefs questionnaires, the feéchel_' attitudee
‘towards indiahs eppeared to ‘be more favorably disposed than other

teachers in the Minnesota-Wisconsin area. The parents also had a low

~

evaluation of these teachere.
Widely ?eported in the literature is the finding that self-esteem is
‘ ‘pesiti.vely related to sc};ool aehievement. Thus, it is often thought that
a- student with a poeitive self-image has a higher se1f~esteem and does
Most of the studies relé.ting‘self-esteem to school achieve-,

This study attempted to find out if

4

- well in schopl.

ment‘were done with white students.

“

s "\\\
’mgs th\'—a.t are repdrtnd ShOW

: »~!-—;;'~:—*-A:.k-, e [
AThe flgures for the total Indian group showed that self esteem
scores did tend to decrease with rank in class, a decrease which
was 51gmf1cant from top to middle but not significant from middle
to bottorm thirds. The flgures for the various geographic area
groups revealed that three out of the six groups showed such a
decrease in "self-esteem!' scores from top to middle thirds of the
o class but little dlfference between the middle and bottom thirds,
- Of the remammg three geographlc groups, two showed an increase

[
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in "self-esteem'' from top to middle thirds, and one showed a
decrease across all thirds of the class, Thus, while there
appeared to be a trend in the direction of a positive relationship
between ''self-esteem'* and class rank, the relationship did not
appear to be very strong, nor did it appear to be cons1stent
across all groups.

The researcher concluded from these findings that for Indian
students ''self-esteem'' was not related to school achievement, at least ‘ ot

not to the extent that it has been reported to be related to the achieve-

ment of white students. ) . | .
The researcher ends‘with the following comments about Indian 3
students:

The value placed upon the "self' by Indian students seemed to be

quite separate from performance in school and led to the hypothe-

sis that scholastic achievement was not an important factor in the

overall thinking of Indian students. . . They seem to have made -

only tentative and weak commitments to the values of the school

and the White culture which it represents. They do not appear

to be heavily "futu’re oriented'' in the sense that they are "wrapped

up' in plans for the future which involve vocational preparation

and school success. . .this'study did not find evidence to support

the often-made remarks about Indian students being mal-adapted, .
"alienated, " or negativistic. . . the Indian students did not appear '
to be '"alienated' from school su a1uch as directed towards other

‘activities and values which have i:ot been clearly defined. G

Analysis “ ,
This study, rigorous in its methodyology, adds much to ,thé limited -

i

literature on the self-concept of Indian y_outh; The findings can be accepted

Ibid., p. 16. EE TR PN S

2_ .
Ibid., p. 23.
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with ¢onfidence and many provocative questions have been raised that

can be explored by future researchers.

Summary

e
. : /Dreyer, in his review of the literature of studies dealing with

)

‘self-concept of American Indians, notes that:

Attempts to define operationally or measure the '"'phenomenal
self'' have produced a wide variety of tests and instruments, many
of which are critically evaluated in Wylie's survey of the research
in this area, As she points out, however, operational definitions
of the self-concept have seldom used common instruments whose
reliability and validity have been adequately demonstrated. As

a result, self-concept studies have tended to produce a confusion
of measuring instruments, most of which lack precision and
validity, so that any confidence which might be placed in the
inferences which are so often drawn from their results is severely
undermined. ' o

Several of the studies reviewed used a concept that could be called
a self-concept which has been defined in vari‘ous wa)}s. N'onbe of these
studi"cs, however, us(ed' a psychological instrument to measure the
"phenomenal "self" which this ,study, , qﬁoting Rogers, T;g‘efines‘as: |
The se1f~concept vof‘ self-structure may be thought of as an organi-
zed configuration of perceptions of one's characteristics and

abilities; the percepts and concepts of the self in relation to

e ceived as associated with experiences and objects; and goals and ‘
© »+ <. ideals which are perceived as having positive and negative valence.

@

, 1Wyhe as quoted by Ph111p H. Dreyer, ”'Ime Meanmg and Validity
of the 'Phenomenal Self' for Amencan Indian Stmdents, The National
Study of American Indlan Educatlon, Series III, No. 7, Final Report,l

pp. 1- 15 3
v Rogers as quotcd by Phlhp H. Dr«,/yer, ’"'fﬁ‘he Meamng and Vahdlty
- of the ”Phcnomenal Self' 2. : :
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" The satnp-le‘vused in this study was the sa..me.’ 2,007 students pre-
ﬁously mentioned. The first instz;ument. was modeled after Butler and
'Haiéh‘s Q-sort test of phenom’enal- self-regard and was adapted frm:’n the
version of this instrument developed by.COOpefésmith. ‘The second
instrument was a semantic differential inventory. These two instruments,
it was hoped, would provide two separate yet compllkexnentaryv measure-
ments of the ‘Indian student's 'phenomenal self, " Reliability of these
measures was tested in an earlier study ;\x?‘ith 334 Indian students. .
The investigat‘or‘} notes that if students had a "phenomenal self, "
results of the two sep.arate instrutnents would correlate v;zit}; each ether
tp a high degree. Thus, the stndy 'SOught to d,etermi‘ne the "concurrent
validity” ot the two instruments, the hypotnesis being that the two _
instruments would correlate highly.
The researcher concluded.tha.t
. + « it was possible to deﬁne the construct of the ''phenomenal
self' operationally with English language ingtruments that were
originally designed for white samples and obtain results with
American Indian students which appeared to have concurrent

validity, indicating that the instruments did measure self- concept
among American Igdian students. At the same time the results

of this study reve&led that the concurrent malidity-of the two in- : v
struments varied from one Indian group “to another, so that it :
appeared that the !'"phenomenal self was not rneasured to the same
degree for every group by the two instruments,
1Dr"eye}ﬁ*’'\\Z‘E’l'xenomenal Self, " p. 14. ’
w ' ‘ 3 )
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The analysis of these findings Ted Dreyer to conclude that the
"phenomenal self'" was not ah&ays the sarne for all Indians, the cultural
cqntext of the group being the significant variable, It appeared that

some of the students had an 1dea of more clear-cut boundaries as to

what was 1nd1v1dua1 and what was socwtal and the nature of these bound-

‘aries between self and others emerged as one of the significant variables

in deterfnining the nature of the "phenomenal self, "

In closing his analysis, the researcher notes that thig study -
- « « Was able to establish concurrent validity between its measures
of the "phenomenal self '"'it was clear that the measures tapped
only part of the Indian students' total self- concept, so that these .
conclusions must be taken as tentative until more research in the
area of self-concept is completed, The meaning which the '"phe-
nomenal self' has for a given individual appeared to depend upon
the extent to which he pPreceived clear boundaries between himself
and others and the values which his society stressed with regard
to individual differences and interpersonal relations, Thus, while
this study found that the ”phenomenal self' did exist for most of
the Indian students studied, the exact meaning which that self had

~ depended to a great degree u}laon factors which our instruments
did not cornpletely measure, ' '

Analysis
The nature of Indian societies bemg unlike dominant soc1ety, in

terms of whlch values in that society are most strcssed makes examina-

[

vtlon of the ”phenornenal self” d1ff1cult w1thout viewing the individual within

the context of hlS cultural settmg The researcher noted 1n his analysis,

‘@Ibid.,’k p. 15, e S R
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’ | d b. ti1e instruments employed - ¥ \ h | . hegative statements without comparative data. - This study attempts to
-, that factors exist that were not measure Y ; S - :

» St of fi! i collect such comparative data.
“in this study., Whether or not the concept of "phenomenal self'! can in ;

:
. ! \ .o .
fact be measured fairly“ in an Indian community has not yet fully been " s - Inan éttempt to compare Indian you th Wlth other youth, control
' | |

-

due to th liability aﬁd "concurrent validity' of tl';ese groups consisted of white students from the same schools in Chicago and
-answered. Yet, due to the reli lity ( | :

ised with a large sample, by a researcher “ " ‘Colorado that Indians in this group attended; students from upper working-
. aforementioned instruments, used wi > » N ’ ‘ ]
c0gnizant: of the difficulties-~-the measul;ing of this concept, has partially class families; s‘tudents from middle-class families; boys who were
‘ . : ; - ' . lad; . , .l T .
been completed, Future researchers, in examining different components Judged to be ma adjusted. In addition, youth from Buenos Alres from

| uld do well to build on this careful study. - . upper working-class families were given the test in Spaniskh; and students
of the phenomenal self, wo o well to bui ‘ ,

from three different areas in Puerto Rico from upper working-class

Ways of Measuring Self-Concept i families.

Summary The researcher concluded from this study:

Havinghurst's study was part of the National Study of American ’ : The Semantic Differential, when used to compare the self-evaluation
of Indian teen-agers with the self-evaluation of non-Indian teen-
agers of comparable socioeconomic status, indicated that Indians
have about the same level of-self-evaluation as non-Indians, When
the self-evaluation of Indian boys are compared with those of a '
distinctly maladjusted group of Anglo-American boys, the Indian
boys appear to be in a relatively favorable situation.. There is
some evidence that Indian girls are slightly more_ self-critical
than Indian boys--as this is measured by the SD,.

Indian Education. 1 This project evaluated the self-image of the Indian
student using fhe Semantic Differential by having them describe themselves
and make comparisons with other non—Ing\dian groups, The samp%e of

Indian students was the same as in the previous study by Dreyer..

T ikt gamrane oy g

rory mon

9 et : ’ 114 i the ) :
! Indian students are often pictured as alienated especially when b There were some interesting differences between the Indian groups.,

v ) about ; ' R s gt wme
reach adolescence, The researcher notes that statements made b‘ s werieae o For instance, the Hoopa group and the Northf{Cardlins group were reliablyi *anriiv

| ' S : S lure ’ | : . A : A B
Indian youth often assert that they are below the level o,f dom%ngnt CHEE different from the other Indians in a favorable: dir&ctiofy; The researchef  » T s .

youth in the matter of self-confidence, that they lack identity and other - suggests that tliere are influences in those particular communities that ;
- ¢ s ’ ' , : = . enhance self-confidence and self-esteem. The Minnesota group and the
IRobert J, Havinghurst, "The Indian Self-Image as Evaluated with | e o ) | : - " - ,
the Semantic Differential,' The National Study of Amierican Indian Eduf H SRR T a— L " /

cation, Series III, No, 9.  Final Report, pp. 1-9. | lIbid-' p. 6.
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School C group were noticeably in the unfavorable direction. The impli-
cation is that negative influences exist in the life situations of these
youth,
In summary, the inve stigator notes:

We may summarize the c,om'parisons of Indian boys and g%rls with

Anglo—American youth as follows: There is no reliable d1£fererfce,

on the average, between Indian boys and Anglo—Amerlc.an boys of

the same socioeconomic level. For girls there is a slight but

statistically reliable difference, the Anglo-American girls rating
themselves more fa.vora.bly.l ’

-

Analysis )
We accept the findings’of this study based on the rigor of the
methodology. In this study, as in éll of the studies conducted for the
National Study of American Indian Education, the only factor that could
}'1ave been addressed more carefully, 1s the ethnic identit}r.of; the tests
administrators. It may be, in fact, that.: those that administered the
tesfs were Indian, however, this was mnot rei)orted., Even in li_gh't:qf this,

every issue involving tests with minority groups, has been taken into

account,

Summary

An article by Bromberg and Hutchison discusses the differences

between white and Indian psychology due to the differential cultures ‘and‘

e i e s o eyt iy S AR s oo o b
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frames of reference, 1 They hypothesiz_ed, among Indians,

c..a different communication modality, other than the striving
for precise verbality among the whites, was basic. , . It was

further hypothesized that predilection for "feeling" would be re-
* flected in terms of body image.

In their discussion they note that:

The Indian accent on feeling as the important unit of human function,
their identification with Nature, and an appreciation of the nonreal

world, leads to a unified experience in the Indian mind, not unlike
the Gestalt experience, ‘

They see white psychology as having a different em;.Jhasis. They

note that it

+ » « COmpartmentalizes feelings (including. unconscious affects),
thoughts and volition as it analyzes human mental function, is
based on false or at least unusable hypotheses, , . it appears
obvious that the atomisation of elements of human behavior for

‘stood by all Indians, 4

The researchers discussed what led them to form their hypothesis,

They note that a Psychology course was being taught\a't a college devoted

to preserving Indian identity and considerable resistance was observed,

They observed that the Indians wanted to stress feelihg—states, not

descriptive psychology and confirmed their observations in encounter

~

bromberg and Hutchinson, "Self-Image of the American Indian, "
Pp. 39-44, ‘ ” .

LR S e ey e

%mia., p.o41, L | .
. 3Ibid., p. 4o0.

4Ibid.,
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groups with the same students. Here the emphasis was on feeling and

communication on a non-verbal level,

In order to test their hypothesis, drawings from twenty-eight
Indians and twenty-~five Whi‘tes‘were collected inan unstructured way
from social and community gatherings and compared. The irxstrument
used was the Draw—A-Person (Goodenouglr:l—Machover) projective test,

' ‘ i o vi 1d
", . . which is roughly predicted on the tendency in man to 'v1ew the wor

in his own image. " |
Among the main findings; the body he‘;y.’ght in the drawings by the

Indian was 6.8 inches and 5.5 inches among the whites. The size of the

body indicates self-esteem, a large figure--a healthy self-esteem.,
Other findings will not be presented here include the areas of social
dominance, intellectual power, in\/ol've‘ment with the world and person-

. - a . . h
ality types., The researchers note thatf body size might indicate .t e

importance of-the body as a unit of social interchange and further notes:

. « the brief series of drawings studies do show le.ss verietion
;oetween individual Indian drawings than are ‘found. in a 51m11e.r
group of white drawings, The wholeness of self-image and 1'csa i
acceptance, suggested in these drawings, swas horne out in gr P
styles in our group therapy experiences.

{

1ybia., p. 40, S | o

2Ibid. + P 44
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The researchers note that strict validation of this test has not been
accomplished; but we would accept as they do tha.t its correlation with
clinical studies is widespread enough to accept it as a well- deflned pro-
Jjection of the drawer s self-lrr;age. This being a preliminary study, the
sample was small and not random‘ly chosen, Stiil, the findings suggest
that studies that show Indian self-image as lower than whites may be
ignoring the Indian's perceptmn of the world and his role in rt as qu1te
different from that of dommant society, 'I.'hus, his self-image is affected
by'”how he views himself as irrteracting with the<universe and tested

appropriately, his self-image may be higher than is often supposed by

researchers, o .

Summary
R

The purpose of Cress and O'Donnell's study was to test the validity
of the Self- Esteem Inventory among Oglala Sioux adolescent;s.1 This
measure was dev1se,d by Coopersmith and relates to hrs theory that power,;
signiﬁcance, competence and virtue define, sSucceiss which within White
Amerlcan culture is also assoc1ated with academm success and peer group
popularlty.

The researcher sought to estabhsh if cr1ter1a. of success

among the Sioux Indian was the Same as dominant culture youth,

1Joseph N. Cress and James P, O'Donnell ""The Self-Esteem
Inventory and the Oglala Sioux A Validation Study, "' The Journal of Social
Psxghology, no, 97 (1975), pp. 135- 136. - ’
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One hundred and four high-school students from the Pine Ridge

Indian Reservé’;i,‘ion in South Dakota were tested., The researchers

report: ’ \\/

Each subJect completed a measure of soc1ometr1c status, and
two self-report inventories, the Self-Esteem Inventory and
Thinking About Yourself. Teachers rated subjects on the
Behavior Rating Form. Each subject's grade-point average,
on a 100-point scale, was obtained from school recorﬁis.

The findings of this study indicated that correlations between the

Self-Esteem inventory and measures of success were not significant.

The investigators note that:

Correlations between the Self-Esteem Inventory and measures of
success were not significant. The validity of Coopersmith's Self-
Esteem Inventory rests upon its inter- correlations with such 2
measures of success as sociometric and grade~point average.

The researchers concluded that since these cerrelations had not

.
o

been obtained, the Self-Esteem Inventory is not a valid measure for

Oglala Sioux adolescents.

Analysis

2y

There was no report by the researchers of the metho‘é};~ of selecting

\'\

the sample. However, ‘they did not genera:h'zegbeyond»\Oglala Sioux .

adolescents. Tradltlonal values within Sloux« Culture, are based upon

bravery, generosity and individual autonomy, thps the erlterla for success

would appear to be related to these values not those determinants of

self-esteem as explicated by Coopersmith in his theory of sclf-esteem.

£
3

1ibia., p. 135.
2Ihid., p. 136.
[
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ZSummary .
Paxton investigated self-concept of the southwestern Indian ado-
lescent. The foilowing hypothesee were tested: (1) that a selected

‘sample’ of self-reference statements can be used to obtain the composite

self-concept of the Indian adolescent; (2) that the composite self-concept
varies according to tribal groups; and (3) that a self-concept rating

system can be obtained from the derived data..l The emphasis in this

»

study, instead of being on the population, or group of subjects, was on

the population, or group, of self-reference statements. The researcher

' saw the main value of the study as being what the adolescent himself

- considered to be his view of himself,

A fifty-item, self-referen.ce.Q-instrument was developed and
adiininistered to 411 Indian adoleseents from five southwestern Indian
tribes, The Q-sorts were scored, and item-an_alysis made, and the
Q-scores were used to establish a norm group. A self‘-’s.c:oncept rating
sysfem was established by the investigator. The investigator in describ-
ing Q-fheory writes:

In Q-methodologyfv:the s'i“ngle_ ‘concki-eteb‘ber’son’is studied in his

own right in factor terms. . . one factor term can be the "actual

‘self, ! an'other‘fvactor term can be the ”ideal;,selff " Q-theory

- {(Lawrence, Kansas:

"S. Gabe Paxton,-Jr., "A Study of the Composite Self-Concept of
‘the Southwestern Indian Adolescent, '" in Indian Education, Issue 429-S
Pubhcatmns Serv1ce of Haskell Instltute, February 15,

1966), p. 14, s
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states that factor analysis is applicable to man's wishes, hopes,
attitudes, delusions, beliefs, and all élse pertaining to his self-
concept. ! ' :

The researcher notes that the Q-technique, based on a Q-method-"

ology of factor analysis, has been a desirable method of inv‘esfigating‘

the self-concept. He nctes that: ‘

.

Q-theory states that behavior of 21l kinds can be experimentally 9
studied in concrete settings without constructing a single scale . .
or measuring instrument of any kind based upon individual differences;
and that we experiment with a particular person, or an interacting
group of persons, who operates with samples of Q-statements, 2
The investigator developed a Q-instrument; accepted a group
-response if it was more than sixty-seven percent or less than thirty-four .
percent in determining the composite Indian adolescent, "I“he researcher
found that while there were important variations as to tribal perceptions _
- ‘ ) I ////}¢<
- of themselves, there were some self-concepts common to all five sub- ‘ '
groups. The tribes involved were the Apache, Hopi, Navajo, Papago,
3 K L - ' “
and Pima. However, at the .01 percent confidence level, there were no
significant sex or tribal‘differences in test pe*‘rfo,rman‘ce{ : R

Paxton reports that the composite Indian adglescerit of this study

perceives himself: . ed T e,

libid., p. 3-4.
Ibsa.., p. 4.

i 3v6 : H o P i
{  TFormore det-a:Lled data on each of these tribes, refer to Appendix 1,

22,
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.o p“ositively: I do not run away from fny‘ problems; I like
people; I am glad I am an Indian; I want to improve myself; n,
it is not like me to wish I were not born; I feel that my family . -

likes me; and I think my friends do not get me into trouble.
He perceived himself negatively as follows: I am not smart;

I am not important; and I feel the other person doesn't like me
when I am on a date, ‘

The investigator concluded '". . . that a Self-Concept Rating Scale
can Be devised from the derived data, and that this is desirable. "
The researcher notes that there are possible implications for

curriculum development for Indian adole scents so that the self-esteem

Q—methodolog;; and the Q-instrument §how signs of being a valid and

i
r‘elia}:;le' measurement approach in the testing of self-concept in Indians,
and that continued emphasis should be made on so perfecting sugh instru-
! , ‘ ‘ i
ments. o i r: :
Analysis L

The researcher notes that behavioral resppnsesj of Indians may
differ dué to their different éultural framework and that this must be

taken into account when utilizing testing instruments. 'fI‘he construction o

of this instruifnellljt, consistent with the theory it e«volves from, deals with

T ——

- the many ramifications \Ff?*éfet}f-coqcept, that is, imcluded in this ,cor}cept
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is one's sense of Indian identity. He notes criticisms of self-concept
studies center on the matter of construct validity and writes:

« « « self-concept cannot be directly observed; therefore, it must
be inferred. The investigator must measure a stated class of
variables, therefore making the investigator dependent upon the
self-report résponses., This immediately places a limitation
upon the investigation, and the investigator is at a disadvantage
as he has no way of independently checking the self-reports. This
verifies the observation that the individual doing research in the
self-concept encounters problems of method that are much more

106
by administering native language and English versions of an instrument
tapping pérsonal'and Indian self-concept by Anglo and Indian exafniners.
In her review of the literature the investigator notes ‘that previous
researchers
. . . have questioned findings of negative self-concept in minority
group children on the grounds that the subjects are’typically

asked to evaluate themselves within a particular cultural context,
that is, in a school setting, in standard English, and usually by

complicated than those encountered in many other fields., Research- : ~ Anglo teachers, These authors conclude that children in ethnic
ers are beginning to develop lewer order hypotheses instead of - cultures may have multiple self-evaluations, contingent on per-,
trying to do too much at one time. Thus in this study, the investi- ceived role expectations 'and implicit comparison groups.

gator concerned himself with a lower order hypothesis of a single ) ‘
factor, the "actual'' self-concept rather than multiple factors of ‘A variable not much explored in the literature but reported on in
"actual-ideal-other! self-concepts, ' ‘

an interactional setting has be‘gan'exam‘i’ned by Ervin-Tripp as quoted by

The researcher, cognizant of this issue, has made strides in the v ,
' ' . Iefley who notes the research: . '
development of an instrument that is appropriate for use with an Indian : o . : '
. . « . indicates that projective responses to the same verbal .
materials may vary widely not only with respect to the presenting
language but as a function of the ethnicity of respondent and

i . .

behavioral responses of Indians being different from those in dominant : interviewer.

community. Paxton, himself an Indian, is fully aware of the variation of

culture, and has taken this into account in the construction of the instru-

[\

A number of investigators, including Lefley, have questioned find-
ment. . | , LR | ings of negative self~concept ofyminority chiidren on these grounds.

These rescarchers contend that children have two _self—concepts, one
_Variables to be Considered in Examining C i

“Self-Concept in an Indian Dopulation ~ “,_* x oG within their own cultu"ral framework and the, oj.h,er in 1d0\\ minant culture .. .. e 3
) : il
Summary . | ' o : i T . . - i
A study by Lefley tested the hypothesis that minority self-concept . BRI el 1Harmet P Lefley, ''Differential Self- -Concept in Amerlcan Indian
’ ‘ k , Children as a Function of Language and Examiner, " Journal of Personahty
may vary as a function of implicit ethnic and nonethnic evaluative criteria - ' R N ~ and Social Psychology 31 (1975): 36-41, |

1 . T 2 | T ‘ ' : ‘ ) ‘ . 5 . ' i’ - oy ' ) R . - 3 <L L ) .‘. ‘. : NN . . . ' ' \‘;‘;
Ibid., p. 3. 1 | . : : Ervin-Tripp, S.M.,"An Analysis of the Interaction of Language
_ , , ' ‘ ‘Topic, and Listener, " American Anthropologist 66 (1964): 86-102.

. . B . ) . ) By . . -
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fre.rhe“}Ork. They suggest the.t chiidfen may see themselves ‘as inadequate
in terrtxs of the dominant culte.re and thus testing would reveal devaiued
self-concepts. T};ese same children tested withi.n"‘the eontex’t of their
ewn culture, it is .su‘ggest’ed; wox.lldv'reveal a normal distribution of per-
sonality variants. P <

The tests were admirvlistere‘d to seventy-twoy children, ages seven
to fifteen, on two Mikasuki-speaking reservations, by Indian and 4Ang10
teachers in Native language and English. The sﬁbjects consisted of the
full populations of two ungraﬁded’reserv‘ation schools. Students were
then tandomly assigned to ylanguage orde'rr groups. The instrumeﬁts used
were the ;?iers-Harris Child.x'en's Self—Cﬂor‘lcept S'cale, a modifiedkver'si.on‘

of the Sarason and Ganzer Word-Rating Scales and the Coopersmith Be-

havior Rating F"orrn. The _tests were pre-tested for cultural appropriate-

.
K
w

ness, other tests having been eliminated after tlﬁ*s process.

The reselts indicated that across reserVations, females. w-‘e.;'e
scor ed significantl}t higher than males; younger subjects"(seve‘néten)
scored sigﬁifican‘tl;r higher‘ than older (elleven-'fo'u.r.teeh:) .subj‘ects-'," consis-

o

‘tently across all age-sex )group‘s, geogrepﬁic Iocation, the subjects were.

sig;‘lificantly higher in personal concept in their native language, On the -

Indian self-esteem scéle, both reservation groups were significantly

, h1gher in the Enghsh language testlng.

In companng these two Ind1an groups w1th grOups of Anglo chlldren' :

prevmusly tested by these 1nstruments the researcher notes

e
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With respect to school achievement as a behavioral indicator,
the correlations between self-esteem-and grade point average
on the two reservations were , 15 and . 16 both considerably
lower than . 30 for a middle- class‘Anglo population, Despite
significant differences in the language-examiner conditions, it
. may be noted that in both languages, the Indian subjects were

o significantly below the Piers-Harris norms for children of the

same age. :

- The im';e'stigator in discus sing'her findings notes that:

The hypothesis that perceived role exp.ectations‘ in an Anglo
context would evoke lower self-esteem than those in an ethnic
context appeared to be confirmed with respect to personal
but not to Indlan, self-concept.

The ‘resea«:e}{)ver notes that language and examiner were treated as

a unitary effect but in retrospect observes that examiner ethnicity may
have been a critical variable in the Indian self-esteem scale since

...the subjects were likely to be defensive, in rejecting such
items as "I am s_‘omyetirnes ashamed to be an Indian, " when these
words were uttered by Anglo teachérs, Alternatively, however,

" it is possible that while the subjects, may have felt more inadequate

personally under conditions implying Anglo evaluation, conditions
imply Mikasuki evaluation may have generated guilt about their
‘self-concept as Indians. Thus within the Anglo or 'school" con-
text they were likely to be defensive about their Indlanness while
within the Mikasuki or "tribal-family context they may have felt .
that they were ''bad Indians, " both because of their feelings of
inadequacy in fulfilling the l'ndlan role expectatlons of their family
“and tribe.

‘ lILe'fle’y, ’fFuhetionr of La,nguage and Examiner, " p. 39.
Zbid, s
B

’Ibid., p. 40.
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From this study the investigator suggests that in future research
on the self-concept of the minority group child, both the identity area

tapped and the implicit evaluative criteria of the testing conditions may

be salient variables.

Analysis

This study was conducted utiliziﬂg pretest-posttest design. The

age-sex matched groups were randomly assigned to two-language oz;der

conditions,- Careful attention was paid to the cultural conditions that

might bias any aspect of the study. The researcher notes that school

achievement indicators are unrelated to self-esteem in an Indian com-

munity while items like "I can do good beadWork" might be appropriate.

"The findings of this study can be accepted because of their careful method-

ology and consistent awareness of inappropriate behaviora'.llcorrelates,
and culturally patterned and context-bound response tendenciee in most

research on minority group children.

Ea)

Summary

Another. study by Lefley\.Was based on the assumption that personal‘~

- and ethnic identity are 'related components of the self-conc‘ei)t and covary’

ina le.wfu’l ‘fe.shion, It investiga’tedQ the

. .. effects of a cultural herltage program from Amerlcan Indian
children by using a battery of instruments that (a) were selected,
modified or designed in terms of.cultural appropriateness;

.(b) administered under conditions optimal for the perception of
ethnic as well as "'school" (Anglo) evaluative criteria; and

&

,,,,,

R

ca recent cmphasm on ethnlc studies w1th the behef that exposmg chlldren o
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Y

{c) tapped discrete components of self perceptlons global self-
concept (SC), personal self- esteem (SE), and Indian self-esteem
(ISE).
Seventy-two children all attending the only schools on the reser-
vations from two tribes in Florida were tested; the two tribes being
homogeneous in terms of culture and 'lanéuage. The children were the

first generation to attend school and to experlence psychologlcal distance

from their Indian herltage. The major difference is that the Seminole

-school has no special Indian culture program while the Miccoskee s&hool

does,

The children were tested with materials that were selected by
Indian informants from a baa;_tery of self-concept instrﬁments on the basis
of culturall appropriateness, * Self-concept was tested by the Piers-Harris
Children's Self-Concept Scale and i‘l}e Saréson and Ganzer Word-Rating
Scale.D Ethnic self-esteem was tappe(d by two measures, rationally
developed and pfe-tested ;;vith the aici of qualified Indian informants. The

1

teachers used the Coopersm1th Behavmr Rating Form, ratlng each child

for self esteem and Indian self- esteem.
This stuay noted-in the review of the literature that there has been ttey sians

2 g

to the‘p'051t1ye'aspects of their cultural heri-tage w0uld‘lead to a subsequent .

~of Miccosukee Indian Chlldren, " Journal of Educational Rcsearch o .
- 67 (July-August 1974) 462-466. A ‘ _ v o o

by e | |
Lefley, "Effect of a Cultural Herltage Program on,the Self-Concept

4
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rise in their self—gsteem. Most stt}dies have not foﬁnd a signiﬁcant rise
in self-esteem, yet the subjects report enthusliasbtically ‘about the pro-
gl.'ams and renewed pride in self and ethnicity in posttest verbalizations.
The incongruence of these findings raises serious éuestions as to the
cultural appropriateness, validity and reliability of the measures which
vindi~cate that self-esteem has bnot beei& "’ihc;reased. :and“ the. efﬁ\ca;cy of a
didactic intervention in actually modifying deeper levels of' self-perception,

After a ten }:veek cultural enrichment pro“gram, the Miccosukee |
children showed a significant increase in self-esteem (dixhiﬁished actual-
ideal self discrepancy) and in positive rve sponse to Indian stimuli, while
the Seminole, the ’contrc’>1 group, showed a significant decrease in self-
‘esteem. There was no change in either group on th¢ "me ‘a._s I am now'"

r
i

scale. : T

- The researcher notes that the Miccosukee increase and the Seminole
decrease were related to the modification of the ideal self based on the
order of test presentation, the Miccosukee having been exposed to Indian
stimuli for which they were differenti‘aily :_einio%ged.' .Thus, greater
“satisfaction With self resbults as a‘.‘ result of ren-ewed sat’isfact'ion with
Indian identity, The Seminoles re so,lvéd thei':l‘ dissonance Eetween pe'rv
sonal and ethnic iderntity by a decrease in s;fisi’action with self.

”T.-he investigator in her discussvi‘on notes:
Thesec da.;:a point up the subtle and ;:ompieX‘ ch_anges that may occur
in self-concept following a cultural intervéntion, but that may not

be readily apparent unless a variety of measuring instruments are
" used, . . The findings also tend to suggest that the self-concept is

L iawe e g

S b

e ' .
Cross-over' refers to a drop in
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multidimensional rather than unitary, ., The find;
uf‘;derli?e the need for development of sensitive rlr:lugliialso
:;r:hez::;::)r?;el,s and;ui:;rally app}1;0priate instruments to measure
uc ges. . . research on ethnic studi
| c1t1ed earlier, it is quite possible that had the Iiisarif;g;:mofs
.se f-co.ncept change been more fully explored the ne ative find-
’A:’Lngs" might have emerged as positive ones, gEve fnd-

Analysis
iaketiaded Atotoll

- In reviewing the methodology of this study-~the Ssampling testing

Procedure, ethnicity of administrators of te sts--the rigor’ employed i
‘ ‘ ; : yed in

. 1

' - - - - . )
- tests' validity and reliability for use with an Indian population, As th
. ¢ e

resea i
rcher has noted, the testing of self-concegpﬁ; in Indian children must

be don i r i
e with e;;tl €me caution to account for all the cultural variaEle
4 ]

* involved,

Summary
— ety

T
he purpose of Bryde's study was to investigate the causes of the

1, ) ' g
c¢ross-over' phenomenon by Oglala Sioux Indian adolescents Thi;

‘achievement by students Wwhich occurs

2

; believe’s'that’cc; 13 . . . :
e n llcf. between white and Indian cultures comes to a focus 2

o

Ubid. p. 465,
2 | S
?ryde, ""The Sioux Indian Student, "pp, 1-45

L
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This assumption led the researcher to form the following hypotheses:
1; A comparison of Sioux Indian and white adolescents on ‘
achievement and Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inven-
tory (MMPI) variables would reveal significant differences
in the undesirable direction on the part of the Indian students;
2. that these differences would correlate in the undesirable
" direction with degree of Indian blood;
3. that Indian dropout, in comparison to the Indian students

who stayed in school, would reveal significantly greater
disturbance. :

The sample consisted of 164 eighth gractlAe Oglaié\Sioux Indian
students from the seven federal grade schools and one ;;qiséion school on
the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota; 159 ninth grade Oglala Sioux
‘Indian students from the two high schools (one federal, one private) on
tﬁe same reservation. Control groups consisted of seventy-six white
eighth grade students and 125 ninth grade studen’ts‘from small towns
bordering the reservation, Additionally-, ninety-two Sioux Indiah senior
students were tested for profile comparisons with the Indian eighth and
ninth graders as weli as with Indian dropouts., Students W.ere divided into
g“roups depending upon their degrees of Indian blood: oné—quarter, one~-
half, three-quarters and full blood, |

The main testing instrﬁﬁaent' was the MMPI; it ‘'was administered by’

someone trained in its administration.

The findings reported by the researcher indicate support for all of; = e

" his hypothesis. Indian students scored significantly higher than national

1hid., p. 53.

P

il
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test norms from the fourth through the sixth grade, At the eighth grade
: i

level, they scored significantly lower. On the personality variables

¢ b4

Bryde reports:

In all of the six white-Indian group comparisons, the Indian’
students scored consistently and significantly more disturbed

on more variables than their white counterparts, . . Indian girls
showed themselves as more disturbed than Indian boys, especially
in feeling anxious, depressed, and more dependent, socially and
self-alienated. . . Among the blood groups, there were noysigni-
ficant differences on the achievement variables. On the person-
a?ity variables, however, the more Indian blood one had the more
dzsrt.lption he revealed, especially in feeling depressed, psychas-
thefuc, rej‘gcted and alienated, Indian dropouts, cgmpared to all
Indians who stayed in school and to Indian twelfth gi‘ader s, showed
the greatest disturbances of all, in feelings of rejection,’ depression

and alienation. :
Analysis
The researcher devotes a great deal to attention to reviewing the

literature on the use of the MMPI and notes that it has wide and accepted

-

usage whose correlations fit with a great deal of other data. However
A ¥

he does not report previous usage with any Indian population.. E ;vinghurst

has rgised the issue that

The Minnesota Multiphasic Inventory is especially open to criticism

as a measure of the Indian adolescent’s feeling's about himself be- %o wowes oo = oonil

cause many of the items are expressed in language which is dif-
flCI}lt for poor readers to understand, Therefore*when gi(ren to e
Ipcl:}an youth in the eighth or ninth grade, it generally lacks validity
This is seen in the fact that the '"f-scale which is designed to .
discover respondents who (quoting the authors of the test) were

pia,
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icareless or unable to comprehend items, ' shows many high
scores for the Indian adolescents and therefore indicates that

the MMPI is not valid for use with these young people.

Havinghurst further notes that the scores of the Indian students continue
tb be invalid until the twelfth grade, when the F-score drops to a valid

level. 2 It is at this same time that Indian students no doubt read better -

and comprehend the test more fully.

The researcher, being a member of the clergy, chose not to

", , . lest a socially desirable response set be

administer the test,

generated by his presence. n3  Ssince the: researcher noted that the sub-
jects might be influenced by the person administering the tests being a

member of the clergy, the possibility existed that ethnic identity might

) likewise influence them'.

K

Concerning the.researcher's findings regarding blood groups, what.

he might designate as disruption and depression particularly in the full
bloods, may be due to unknown variables that:relate instead to Indian
self-concept. Testing within this context may indeed show positive, not

negative feelings of self within this population. [

1Havi‘nghu.r st, "Semantic Differential, " p. 4.
21bid., p. 9. .

3Bryde, ""The Sioux Il;'(idian Student, "' p. 146,
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Despite the fact that ‘t}rlis study was methodically conducted in most |

respects, the findings rest entirely on an instrument without any reported

.va11dity or reliability in this population., Thus, it is our thinking that

. this study does not add to the body of knowleagle regarding Indian self-

5 -
concept even within the particular group studied.

Summary

Al

The purpose of the study by Corrigan was to determine a measure
of the self-concept of a group of American Indian students.: 1

The researcher notes:

é.t. utl}lzmg the ~~'I‘en-nessee Seh".'-Concept Scale (TSCS) it seeksto

e ermme whether differences in self -concept occur betwee
students who have attended public schools for their entire eln
ta.ry;education (grades one through six) and those who have aizneg-
Burea’g‘ of Indian Affairs schools throughout their academic c'a.:‘:ale:j

In addition, this study investig'atéd‘the influence of agé, sex, tribe,
hl@l}ig‘gtiﬂ(& Quo’tient’ and compared these vari';@tbleks witiuin the Indian
group with noanndian students drawn f;t‘orn all social,ﬁ eéucatio.nal,' intel-~
lectual leve}s from vari.ous parts of the country, A 'prop‘ortional random

‘‘‘‘‘‘

and 145 American Indi > "
n Indian students from Federa.I (Bureau of Indian’Affairs)

were tested;,

u

~“Francis Vincent qurriga‘n,‘ "A Comparison of Self;Concef,pi;cs of

merican Indian Students from Public or Federal School Backgrounds, "

' ("D. Educ. dissertation, Geors i
. > » Trepe . U . .
tion, 1970), pp. 1-160, - Washington University, Sehaol of Educa-

. zlbig;"p‘ 24,
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The major findings of the researcher were: .

A

Indian students from BIA school backgrounds scored s'ig\%}ificantly
highei‘ on the Moral-Ethical Self scale than Indian students from
puBlic school backgrounds. . . On three dimensions of self-
concept--Physical Self, Family Self and Total Positive Self--
where a significant interaction between school backg;oung?l females
and public school background males consistently appeared to
possess more positive self-concepts. . . The Indian student group
displayed a significantly greater conflict than the normative group.

Analysis

.

The researcher concluded that sex may be-a more important
determiner of self-concept than school background with the-exception

of “‘fnoral-ethical self. Moral-ethical self relates to relationship to God '

and feelings of being 2 good or bad person. The researcher did not

discuss what subtle religious influences may occur in the BIA school

°

setting that may affect scoring.

In other respects, there appeared to be no difference arnong groups

based on school background. However, since the test employed was
reviewed by 6he Indian consultant, but did not have demonstrated

validity in use with the Indian community, the findings may be cautiously

accepted.

-
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Summary of Reseaich Findings

Of the studies reviewed there was considerable variation in the

o
foci: some researchers examined different aspects of Indian self-concept

while others concerned themselves with instrumentation. The reéearch

- methodology covered a wide range of activity, some researchers selected

.

their samples carefully--others capriciously., A diversity of variables
were examined, Some researchers took into account the ethnic identity

of the test examiners and the cultural appropriateness of the testing

. instljuments; others did not. Some researchers addressed the issue of

Indian self-concept's being multidimensional and the necessity of having

instruments to measure it. The studies conductedﬂby Havinghurst and

" Dreyer, certainly the most rigorous in their n‘ikéﬁlodology with the largest

samples, suggest that Indian self~concept is not lower than self-concept
in dominant culture individuals, Other studies offer the more pervasive
view that the Indian possesses a low self-concept. The most careful

researchers suggest that if proper tésting mechanisms were utilized,

fact, show the reverse, ahigh‘ sélf-concept, with different instrumentation.
In the following and final chapter, conclusions and implications for

future research will be discussed.

-

it bt o o i e

studies which indicate that Indians have a low self-concept, might, in . _ |

S



cians have developed the body of literature from Which modern psychology '

5\5«

CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS:

Many, if not most, Indians have successfully merged the two cul-
tures they simultaneously live in, Some have reached a point of self:

actualization through the harmonious fusing of the most valued qualities,

of both cultures, that would have been more difficult to achieve in either

culture alone, The main point'we wish to make clear in this review is:

all Indians must go through a proces‘s of consolidating both hdia_n and
dominant culture to some extent, The alternatives are totally moving
towards dominant culture, thus, assimilation, to complete withdrawal to

traditional Indian society, therebyescaping the harsh reality of roodern

dominant society. N , - ., ; . \

Should not this awareness of Indians living in two cultures inf_luence B

concept addressed this issue, Indiah self-concept‘is, unique_, | complex :and :

must be measured within the context of Indian life. Anglo-Saxon theoreti-

o

&

has evolved. Self _e-cohcept theory itsellfés' a reflection of _A.vAng‘lo.’.-sexori "

‘_think“ing and may not be necé;sari‘ly appropriate'to relate it to'the In'd‘i’ar’l

B

Perhaps, self concept cannol. ar’ should not be measured

kcommunivty .
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-inferior ability to whites, noted:

'studles whose, methodology was more rlgorously conducted

120
by dominant culture researchers, but it will not begin to be measured

by using only dominant culture instruments, languége'and concepts,

One of the major issues in testing minorities is the problem of the
apéroPriateness of the instrument for use with a particular minority

population. From reviewing the literature, one might suppose that this
issue as it relates to the Indian community, is a very recent one. How-

ever, in 1920, D. Thomas Garth, refe'rring to a 1912 study made by

'E. C. Roe testing 268 children that concluded that the Indian was of

-

' The Binet tests used were more linguistic, educational and cultural
in their character than desirable for measurement in general, They
may be applied legitimately to children enjoying the same mental
and physical environment, hence they are more fair for the white
children measured than for the Indians., In the next place, that
which merely aggravates ‘the foregoing, evidently existed,. and that
is the white group was probably a selected group since the ones

_ tested were taken from the Trammg School of the Normal School,

It seems obvious, in reading of .(;’his study, that the sample was non-
representative and the ﬁndirigs therefore biased, - Still, in reviewing the
r:ecent’studvies of self-concept,. the semples were not neceissarily more

carefully drawn.: : While the researchers, perhaps, ‘did not generalize

. the1r flndlngs to all Indlans, st111 they compared their findings. to other

It-seems, oddv

: that!Garth, a ‘p§,ychologist in 'practice»\‘d:ﬁring the infancy of his profes‘sioh,-

Journal 20 (Junc 1920) ‘157 - 160

e

]

. : :
Thomas Garth MThe Psychology of . the- Ind1an, " Ind1an School

v
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should be keenly aware of a situation that contemporary, sophisticated

professionals do not always take note of even now,

Thus, if researchers are using tests that have demonstrated reli-

ability and validity only with dominant culture, the results may have no

significance in terms of the Indian community. If, the Indian, as a mem-

ber of both societies, is seen to have a multidimensional self-concept,

both areas should be tapped. "To do less is a great disservice to the

»

Indian community. For the great danger here, once one is viewed as

havihg a low self-concept, particularly by teechers is a ''self- fulfllllng

prophesy.' Thus, if indians, in fact, do have a low self-concept, it may

be as a result of others believing that he does.

~

Testing of the Indian

" There is a particular risk in testing self-concept in an Indian child

by unsuitable tests, finding it low, and then reacting "cow"a.rds him accord- |

ingly.

munity has come under attack. Tests for academic performance may be

equally hazardous. Havinghurst notes:  Tuwts. Hew
« .. test scores and data on: educatmnal level are not fully ade-

) quate for evaluation of Indian education, since the various Indian’
tribes have‘values and life styles dlfferent from the Caucasian

o majority.

! fuchs ahdiHévinghixr'st, To Live on This Earth, p. 346. L

D 3

*

However, it is not only in this area that testing of the Indian com~-
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in testing of Native Americans,

122

The Indian community has been gravely concerned regarding bias

- In 1971, a special task force was created,

producing a number of documents proposing rules, regulations and pro-

cedures to guide the BIA in the testing of Indians.

Among the recommen-

2

dations proposed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs Task Force on Testing

(TNT); are:

Projective and other psycholegical tests will be used only in diag-
nostic screening for preschool children, and in diagnosis of acute’

‘behavioral problems and related difficulties in older students which
are of long duration and stubbornly resistant to change.

In general,

psychological tests shall not be allowed for diagnosis and subsequent

Cl

B wification of students into categories which can be used to deprive

ther of their fregdom or their equal opportunity rights, . . Such
psychological or,pro‘]ectlve tests must be administered by persons
skilled in their ability to interpret the tests within the sociocuitural
context of the student.” . : g : _ .

Other guidelines developed by TNT, dealt with such areas as access

to records, destruction of recdrds, testing fre.quency, research and

de velopment,

1,

The primary positions in regard to testing policy are:

‘That standardized tests developed on population norms, having
as their primary purpose the ranking of students on inferential
scales so they may be compared with one another, should be
phased out in an orderly but firm manner. except as spec1f1ed
herein, '

That criterion-= referenced tests tied: to curriculum content -
and integral with education and behawor‘ob_]ectlves become -
the tests of ch01ce.2 : :

L

c

Non Discrlmmatory Educatmnal Assessment of Nat1ve Amencans»

Proposcd Rules and Reg,ulatmns, Bureau of Indian Affalrs, ,January 1976.

O

<

2'I‘estmg of Natlve Amerlcans Pohcy Reco}nmendatlons of the Bureau

of Indian .Affalrs Task Force on Testmg, July 1972 P.: 2,

*
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The task force recerrlmermded that any testing proceduré should be
: S'tudent;-centered; stuéient§ should bé explained the nai:ure‘ and reasen for
the test and results gainedq should be given back to the student as soon
as scoring is completerl. |
Although the task force has been instrumentel in badvising the BIA

in correcting testing procedures, unfortunately, this improvement may

not extend to the independent research commﬁnigy, as witnessed by some

T
-

of the research reviewed. e

This is not to imply that all researchers ignore cultural differences.

Havingh}rrst takes the most scrupulously careful precautions himself and

offers a word of advice when he writes:

Paper and pencil instruments to measure aspects of personality
must be used with the greatest caution in the study of people who
have a different culture of life style from the people for whom the
instrument was originally devised. There have been a good many
mistaken interpretations and conclusions drawn from such tests
when these precautions were not observed ‘

Th‘is refuvsagl to recognize cultural differences and needs relates to
areas covered in the early part 'of‘ thi_srpa;per; again we note that attitudes |
end perspectives are translated into aeti‘vities, .beha\riors and po‘iicies..
Thus, if m‘embers of the research com‘munit‘y‘ do rxdt _see _rhe Indi“an as
- culturally unique and mﬁltidimensio‘nal, reﬁvsearc'h metilqdology —and, thue,
the ﬁdding”swilkreﬂect these li~rnitat_iqhs‘.' ' In tﬁrni, vp‘rOgrayr»ns and insti- "
tUtiQH‘e~'will not’ address t}re reél nee_cIS‘ ofthe Ir}‘?iia’n commumty gut rafhe?.

"reflect the bias of dominant culture. B ) R

Y ; . B : S o ) o

\lFuchs a’nﬁ':'Havinghtrrst', To Li’ve on This Earth, P 346,.' :
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In order to ai‘d' the reader in comprehending the cultural 'due.lity

-

that composes the experience of the American Indian, a brief review

of several sociological theories conceptualizing this idea will follow,
\

The 'i\"Ma;rginal Man'' and . = "Sojourner"
\

A noted soc1ologist Robert E, Park, in 1928, 1 identified a person-

2 . . _
- ality type he called the ”marglnal man'' Wh1ch Stonequist, in 1935 quoted

Y
W

him as noting:

. « o the '"marginal man" (IS) defined as one who is living and

sharing intimately in the cultural life and traditions of two distinct

peoples, never quite Wllllng to break, even if he were permitted to

do so, with his past and traditions, and not quite accepted, because

of racial prejjudice, in the new society in which he now seeks to
 find a place,

Park went Beyond mexrely \identifying this personality type,. He
.‘,offere'd his views that the marginal man play‘s a crucial rele in cultural
‘(':hange ar“ld"socivetal progress and notés: 'It is in the mind of the marginal

man--where the changes and fusions of cultures are going--that we can

best study the processes of civilization and progress. '

lxob r?'E\ Bark, “Mlgratlon and the "Marginal Man, "' The American + - -

. Journal of Sociology, May 1928, as quoted in Everett V. Stonequist, '"The
Problem of the Marginal Man, " The Amerlcan -Journal of Soc1ology, July -

1935, p. 2

3 :
Zf"Marginal Man'' is the term used by Park and later theoreticians.
"Marginal Person' would perhaps be a more contemporary, and useful term.
< However, in the interest of clarity, the or1g1na1 des:.gnatmn w:.l1 be used.,

B 3Park "M1g1 ation and the Margmal Man, " p. 892

4 . S I
“Ibid, , o T
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Stonequist .relates the concept of the marginal man with Cooley's
"looking-glass' theory in the following way:

The process of seeing one's self refiected in the attitu.des of others
toward one is so habitual with the ordinary person he is unaware of
it, . . . but with the maxrginal person, it is as if he were plz%ced
simultaneously between two looking-glasses, each presenting a
different image of himself, The clash in the image§ cannot help
but make the individual somewhat conscious of the process--con-
scious of the two mirrors and conscious of the two clashing images.

Numerous theoreticians have written on the concept and have dis-
agreed as to whether it is positive or negative for an individual to exper-

ience bicultural living.

The noted sociologist, Bernard, takes a strong position that the
marginal person isvun'fpr}tunate when she writes:
There is no happier fate for any man than to live his life in a
culture never challenged, a culture he is never called upon t,o. |
justify; to eat and speak and dress and pray without ever realizing
that. there are other ways of doing these simple things.

The concept of marginality has been used in terms of American

.Indians in a negative perspective also, Bryde quoting Wallace noted:

The "Maréinal Man, " indeed is an ideal type constructed teo label
persons caught precisely in the vortex of such dilemmas, unable

1Charles Cooley, Human Nature and the Social Order (New York:
Charles Schriber's & Sons, 1922), as quoted in Everke‘tt V. Stonequ%st,
"The Problem of the Marginal Man, ' The American Journal of Sociology,
July 1935, p. 2.

2Tessie ‘Bernard, "Biculturality: A Study in Social Schizophrenia, "

'in Jews in a Gentile World, eds. I Graeber and S, H. Britt (New York:

Macmillan Co., 1942), p. 264,
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old culture, yet, because of experience of the new, unable to
be happy in either. ’ '

French conducting a study of Cherokees noted that in certain fami-
lies ''the cuh;ural identity problem is greater.for the marginal Cherokee
i;erziale thaﬁ for her male couﬁterpart in that sile suffers the more visibie
and lasting stigma with cultural failure on the reservation, n? He observes

of margiﬁality, that it has not been positive in these families and views

. marginal Cherokees as:

v

« « « caught between two unobtainable cultural objectives: the tra-
ditional, conservative harmony ethic and the dominant, protestant
ethic, Pressure to conform to the dictates of the dominant cultural
value system with its emphasis on as similation yet with limited
avenues for such, and the increasing inaccessibility to the traditiohal,

conservatiye Cherokee-lifestyle spells failure for many reservation
residents, . v

Simmel sees the potential good in marginality., One consequence of
this ”stranger” as Simmel called him, is his objectivity. He observed:

He is not radically committed to the unique ingredients and peculiar
tendancies of the group and therefore approaches them with the
specific attitudes of "objectivity, " But objectivity does not siymply :
involve passivity and detachment; it is a particular structure com-
posed of distance and nearness, indifference and involvement

LI I
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1A. Wallace, Culture and Personality (New York: Random House,
1962), p. 162 as quoted in John F.- Bryde, S.J., “The Sioux 'IndianpStuden"t:‘
4 Study of Scholastic Failure and Personality Con{lict (Bh. D, dissertation,
University of Denver, Department of Psychology, 1966), p. 15.

ZLa‘ur‘evnce‘ A. French, "Social Problems Among the Cherokee Fe-

males: A Study of Cultural Ambivalence and Role Identity, paper pre-

sented at the 69th American Sociological -Association Meeting, Montreal,
Canada, (Mimeographed. ) p. 1 ’

3_ .
Ibid,
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Objectivity may also be defined as freedom: the objective indivi-
dual is bound by no commitments which could prejudice his per-
ception, understanding and evaluation of the given, -

Seeman néf only theorized that marginality had or could have a good

it, He was particularly concerned that the negative view was more

" effect upon an individual, he conducted an empirical 4study to demonstrate

dominant in the literature in 1955 when he examined it. He hypothesized"

that those individuals who have successfully dealt with the conflict of

values that marginal status imposes will be reinforced by this success

"and as a simple learning phenomena learn the value of questioning the

givens in society and will seek creative solutions. He concluded from his

study,

~

. . .individuals who have not solved the problems which their
marginality imposes are low in intellectual perspective; while
those who have experienced marginality and resolved it are high
in intellectual perspective.

An article in 1975 by Willie also sees maiginality as potentially

enhancing both for the individual and society. He writes:

Marginal people who fall between the cracks may be alienated,
but marginal people who rise above the cracks are synthesizers.
The concept of ‘the marginal person as synthésizer.recognizes that

1George Simmel, The Sociology of George Simmel, ed. K. H. Wolff

(Glencoe, Illinois: Free Press, 1959), p- 404405,

ZMclvin Seeman,~""Intellectual Perspective and Adjustment to
Minority Status, '' Social Problems, January 1956, p. 143.
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members of the out-group do not have to behave as if they were
members of the in-group, and that mernbers of the minority do '
not have to think and act like members of the majority to be
effective participants in society.

The impact of biculturality has not'only been explored by social
'scientists but is reflected in popular literature ds well, A recent play

by Kopit--a fictionalized account, although in broad respects an histori-

notes Sitting Bull as saying to Buffalo Bill:

I'd agreed to go onto the reservation, I was standing in front

of my tribe, the soldiers leading us into the fort, And as we
walked, Iturned to my son, who was beside me, "Now, " I said,
"vou will never know what it is to be an Indian, for you will never
again have a gun or pony. .. " Only later did I realize why I'd ‘
said. These things, the gun and the pony--they came with you,

And then I thought, ah, how terrible it would be.if we finally owe

to the white man not only our destruction, but also our glory,

8

Whether or not these exact Wordvs were ever said does not matter,
We do know, however, that the Indians, early in their history with the
white man adopted many aspects of the dominant culi:ure--:often incompat-
ible and destructive to their own; élready in a state of flux, thanks to the

intrusion of the white man.

A review of the literature reflects varicus wiiters utilizing the ~iouswriter
. s

concept of the "marginal man'' to describe the~Amierican Indian--caught -®=. fesin sioy

1Charles V. Willie, "Marginality and Social Change, '* Society,
Ju;ly-A}uﬁgust‘l975, p. 12, AR ' _ —

,

'zArthur Kopit,' Indians (New York: Hill and W‘ang‘, 1969), p. 105.
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between two cultures. Some of them have viewed this concept positively,

others have l;lot. However, we propose to employ another theoretical |

that of them"Sojourner, ' 35 described by Siu, to further describe

s Sy e
T ————

Aﬁerican Indians. This designation does not eIim‘in'ate the approprlatef

£ utilizi " i ' in certain instances.
ness of utilizing the concept of the "'marginal man '

Howevér the concept of ""Sojourner' adds one additional dimension that
’ -

we feel is more precise in describing some Indians--parti}cularly tl:xpse
that leave the reservation to go to towns and cities for a period of time

and return home- -perhaps making this round trip numerous times in

their lives.
Siu describes his concept as: .

The Sojourner, to be sure, is'characteristica..‘lly not a marginal
man: he is different from the marginal man in many .a5pects.
essential characteristic of the sojourner is that }}e ch.ngs to the
culture of his own ethnic group as in contrast to.the iblf:u¥tural com-
plex of the marginal man, PsVChologicall-).r, he 1sﬁ_‘unw'1111ng t.o
organize himself as a permanent resident in .the; country of his
sojourn, When he does, he becomgs a marginal man,

The

Sju uses Chinese laundrymen as an example of individuals who move

3 //v i j C, s" hinese.r e Lame ey
to another country and yet remain "Sojournexs’™;. strangers. The C L

and other nationalities who typically remain in colonies are indeed
sojourners, We suggest, though, in addition to these individuals from
other countries, American Indians are the only minority inthe U?}lted

| States that are or can be sojourners because of their tie to the reservation;

4

lPaul C. P. Siu, "The Sojourner,' American Journal of Sociology,
58 (July 1952): 34.

1
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the conéept of‘”Indi{;n Country" represents a geographic dimension not
applicabl’e to other grOupé. ! |

.The literature on ﬁrban Indians notes that they seldom participate
in the affairs of the larger community and tend to stay with groups of
other Indians, This situétion is vané.loﬂgo{ls to S.iu's.characterization of

the Sojourner as one who

+ + » tends to think of himself as an outsider and feels content as

a spectator in many of the community affairs. . , the colony is an
Ainstrument to establish or to re-establish some sort of primary-
group relationships in the matrix of homeland culture--an effort
to create a home away from home,. . . the desire to live together

becomes not only a social need but also a natural thing. 2

LR ’ Conclusions

In synthesizing the previous writer's theories, we havé reached
certain“conclusiOns th;t are germéne to this reseafch project on self-
;011¢ept. Ameri(;an Indians if self-placed on an acculturation continuum,
V;Ihich can be related to the Spindlers! formulation of four accﬁlturation

types, would locate themselves as acculturated in varying degrees, .3 Of

course, those who were to?ially assimilated would cease to identify as

- Indian. All others--who were acculturated to some extentééwould be

- pp. 49-50. | -

1Me’xican Americans may take exception to-this. However, the
writer views individuals who move back and forth to Mexico as Mexicans
who are sojourners; thus, they are not an American m.incirity but are
colonists, Once they remain.in this country long enough to be considered

an American minority, either by time or by some degree. of acculturation, -

they are "marginal men!'' not sojourners,
ZSiﬁ, "The Sojourners, " pp. 35-36.

3FS‘pindler and Spindler, "American Indian Personality Typés, "
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marginal, that is,.always relating to two cul’curés simultaneously or

else ""sojourners'’; those Indians who seek to isolate themselves as far

T

as possible from dominant society. ‘This latter group, althougl; ﬁ1ey
ﬁiay live in urban areas, rgturn fr:aquently to fﬁe reservation where
the;r maintain strohg ties.

“Polinquaysa Quyawayma, a HoPi Indian woman, tells of hef lifelong

1 .
struggle to bridge the gap between the two cultures.  The experiences

she notes, suggest that Si:i's conception of "Sojoﬁrners" is an appr'opriatg
one to use, Early in her life she was attracted to the Qayé_ of dominant
| culture and ieft‘the res‘erva_tion and became a teacher. Many times she
was drawn back to the reservation, yet when she returned she no lohger’
felt that she fit in, It was only in he'i‘ later yeuars: that sh’e’ wé.s able to
" end her quest for a p;:rsongl identity--’*t‘o cease to be aﬁ/”Sojourner,. it She
returned to the reservation--at peace with herself,
By the previous discussion, we do not mean to irpialy that there is
* ]

any tendency for Indians to seek their-éntire lives for a personal identity -

or that conceptué,lizing Indians b}; the foregoing theoretical formulations

brands them ‘With a unique Karmp from which théy cannot escape. Instead;:

B

the complexities of being an Indian in America today, as seen through the-

L n
4
¢

eyes of a non-Indian researcher. I o

IPolinquaysa ‘QuoyaWafrﬁa, No Turning Back, as-told to Vada
Carlson (Albequeque: University of New Mexico, 1964).

“the purpose of this discussion has been to e,nilijlgh't%eil the reader to some of =.

g e sy

’Instea/g of trying to take something away from the Indian coi’nmunity--
{s :

vowm
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B} . -

The potential that marginal man has for enhanced creativity, as

Seeman proposes is possiblie. It should and can be' made a reality for
all Indians, We have noted, though, tha_t' the perspective of d;minant
society towards the Indian is biased, impractical a#d is usually self-
serving to the dominant culture rather than reflective of Indian ‘culture

as it is, Cultural differences, while they exist, need not have opera.téd

i

3\

P2

uch a way to aid dominant culture in further exploiting the Indian,

3

§ : v
dominant society could have allowed the Indian to teach it some lessons

it was and is in need of learning; lessons in harmony, patience and sharing
to name just a few. Unfortunately, as was discussed previously, fhe

vievv‘:s’ of dominant society have l;een; transiated into federal policies that
have determined the educational pro’g_r?ms of the Indian, As now. presently

operating they often do not help him t6 maintain his cultural identity while

at the same time preparing him to participate succéssfully in American

~-”socie1:y. All of the institutions at the disposal of dominant society acted

as its handmaidens; handmaidens to do its bidding to further rob the

Indian community of power, wealth, autonomy, indépéndence, cultural
identity and dlgmty This is not to suggest tlié.fjc"éll 6f these attributes

§

are now lacking in the Indian community--they are not. However, itis
'alway's an uphill struggle to achieve and maintain any of them. The

academic community has, along with other institutions and individuals in

o

modern American society, “%ortified and solidified the myoptic viewpoint

-
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of the Indian, As long as some reséarchers in the social sciences per-

sist in perceiving Indians as not being differentiated frornh dominant

society members to the extent that culturally inappropriate standardized

tests continue to be carelessly used--the Indian community will continue

to suffer at the hands of the "experts, "

Suggestions for Future Research

1. Research on Indians should be conducted by. Indians vyhenever"
possible. This is ’not to suggest, however, that non-Indians should be
er;tirely eliminafed from all phases of research on India.nls. -This, of'\ ‘
course, would be ridiculous. Nor do we intimate that merely ‘being an
Indian assumes one has expertise in research. What we do advo;':ate is
the most c;é.refully constructe"d and designeci research p;ojec:ts tiqat pro-
pose to m-easure increasingly multidimensional and subtle aspects of
Indian self-concept. The test construction at cer.tain points in time and

T
bl

2. Research methodology should be as rigorous as resources ailow,

If research is designed in such a way to be able to draw generalizations
from the results, it has far greater use.to the Indian community.‘ Due to
tribal and regional differences there is perhaps less generalizability than

with other minorities--researchers need not add to this ha:nd,icap'by care-

©

less research procedures. A research project that selects its sample ?

haphaéardly tells us little that is reliable about that particular cdnimpnity

and nothing that we can generalize to others. This is not only in the

-

administration of tests must be conducted by qualified Indian researchers.

oo -
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inte.rest of inc,géasing our knowledge to distribute scarce resources
intelligently, 1 but there is no need to ad.d to the myths and 'stereotypes‘
that already exist about Iﬁdians i often merely to fortify politically minded,

racial positions,

Erd

1Resources for the Indian community are scarce. This should not
be the case because the law states that Indian tribes are eligible for
resources, yet they are excluded because of requirements that are often
unjust to tribes, ‘ ' ' o
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; ‘ APPENI?IX‘A
In addifion the item analysis revealed these tribal variations in
, “‘ their cdmposite fself-conce‘pt:
) 1. Positive - Iam happy., {Navajo and Hopi only, )
! ' ‘ , ‘ '
~ Idon't run away from my problems,’ v
(Navajo, Papago, and Pima only,)
' I am not bad, ‘(Navajo and Apache only, )
! I don't want to be some;body else. (Pima only.)
’ I like my body. (Navajo only. )
APPENDIX I want to improve in’yself. (All groups but Apache, );‘
1N It is not true I wish I were not born. (All groups
' but Apache ahd Pima, ) Tul
Ifeel all right (Navajo only. )
h i ~Iam not angry, (Hopi only, )
! - Ithink my friends do not get me into trouble,
" (Not true of Hopi and Apache.))
It'i,s not like me to feel I can't eat when people
“watch me. (Navajo and Hopi only,) ‘ ’
I ém~~a goed wOrkfiar, ~‘f.(Navajo~ only. )
) 2. Néga'tive - Iam not smart (All groups but Hopi. )
: 1 © " Ifeel pe0p1e ddn"f like me, ‘(Apa_vchre vonlir.‘) |
} - Iworry,. (Papago only.)
135 X L '
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) R - b
I think my teachers don't like me. (Hopi ohly.)
1 feel the other person doesn't like me when I'am
, . on a date. (All groups except Hopi.)
I think boys don't like me. (Papago, Pim”a, and
Apache only.)
I think girls don't like me. (Papago only.)
I do bad things. (Navajo only.)
Paxton, '"Composite Self-Cohce_pt. " '
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