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ABSTRACT 
Although research has provided evidence to document a 

relation between parental psychopathology and female delinquen-y, the 
dimensions of that relationship are unclear. Adjudicated delinquent 
females (~=&8) completed a general social history interview and three 
psychological instruments. Probation records were •used to analyze 
Subjects*' delinquent offense patterns ~nd to obtain data on parents 
(history of drug/alcohol abuse, adult criminal record, treatment for 
psychiatric disorders). Results revealed four personality patterns 
amun9 the girls: borderline, antisocial, neuro~zc, and socialized 
delinquents. Subjects wi~h antisocial .p~rsonalit~os were 
significantly more l~kely to have fathers with a record of 
psychiatric treatment tha, girls in the other throe groups; they were 
a!=o more likely to have fathers who were alcoholics and substance 
abusers than girls wi~h neurotic or borderline personalities. No 
index of maternal psychopathology Was found to be significantly 
related to female deiinquen~ personality patterns. All three measures 
of pa~erna~ psychopathology were significantly related to higher 
total delinquency scores in subjects. Only one measure of maternal 
psychopathology, a record of psychiatric treatment, was positively 
associated with an earlier a%~ at first offense in girl~, but not to 
.any other index of offense. The results suggest that children reared 
by psychologically disturbed parents are "at risk" for the 
development of a wide range of behavior disorders, (Author/NRB) 
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T PARENTAL PsYciIOPATHOLOGY 

Introduction 

A,PID FEt.IALE DELItIQUEt(CY - 

Parental p.sYChopathology has been associated l~ith female delinquency in 

. . . -  a number of =..studies,.. most of which are based On"~he analysis Of female deiin-. " 

quents' caselrecords from men.tal health clinics, juvenile courts or residen- 

. _ tial treatmentprograms.....- . . Pioneering ~ork by Jenkins and his associated .(i966, 

. 1968) in their cluster analysis of Case records, of a child guidance clinic: . 

- . : .  establisbed.a relationship between parental pa~.hology and delinquent-behavior 

types, i .e . ,histor les of alcoholism and delinquency•among fathers of so- 

cialized delinquents and unsocialized aggressive delinquents. While mothers 

• of socialized delinquents .were more prone to delinquency andpromiscUity, 

mothers of unsocialized aggressive delinquents were more likely to have a 

character disturbance Or neurotic disorder. In thei.r.-..large-scale samples, 

paternal pathologywas significantly greater than maternal pathology for both. 

male. and female socialized delinquents. 

Aitbough Subsequent Studies have not attempted to establish arelationshlp 

.... between indices of parental pathology and specific behavioral sYndromes among 

• . . d e l i n q u e n t s ' -  they have consistently documented a variety of psychological;dls, 

orders among the parents of delinquents (Fine and Fishman, 1968; Lewis-and " 

Balla, 1976; Luckianowicz, 1971; Cortes and. Gatti 1972) In addition to rela- 

- .. Lively-high rates of psychiatric disorder among the parents of delinquents, 

i . . .  parental characterological disorders, alcoholism and. criminalitybave been 

noted for. female delinquents in a number of studies (Bennett, 1959;.Reiner 
and Kaufman, •1959; 

Stephenson, et al . ,  
Scharfman and.Clark,.1967; Chwast, .1967; Trese, .1962; 

1973) . .  - .  
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Le;vis a,d Balla (1976) fognd that 72% of the parents of the i r  sample of 

c l in ic - re fe r red  juvenil  e delinquents ~vere " . . ,  impaired or incapacitated in 

" the i rparenta l ,  roles by v i r tue of S.igni.ficant psychopathology~! (p. 143). I n  

an epideniological Surveycomparing parents of delinquents to a random sample 

o f  parents from a comparable social • stratum,, these authors found>that parent~ 
. " - : . "  

of del i nquents used CO~T, uni ty psychiatric f a c i l i t i e s  signi-flcantl~, more f ro-  
• ' L . - . . . ,  

quently than the contrast group of parents. 

Thus, there is ample evidence to document-a relat ion between pa{ental 

psychopathology and•feniale delinquency. • However, the dimensions~of tha t . re la -  

t ionship are s t i l l  unclear, par t icular ly  in terms of the effects of specif ic 

indices of parental pathology on d i f ferent  types of female del inquentsand on 

d i f f e r e n t  patterns of delinquent offenses. As the incidence and severity of 

female delinquency increases, i t  seems especial ly appropriate to pursue the 

l ine  of investigat ion in i t ia ted  by Jenkins (1961,. 1968) in his attempt to 

re la te  specif ic  pathological parental behaviors to specif ic delinquent be- 

havioral syndromes. 

r " 

,,i,.. ?:-. ~-:: .- ~, 
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Purpose of Current Study 

This paper ,~eports the resul ts  of one:aSpect of a larger Study of the 

personal i ty patterns of delinquent females (Gibbs, 19~0) Two of the related 

goals of that  study l.~ere: l )  to determine the re la t ion between pa:rental psycho- 

pathology a~1d female delinquent personality patterns and, 2) to determine the 

re la t ion  bet~.leen parental psychopathology and offense patterns of-female del in-  

quents. 

Methodo 1_.o_.9. Z. . . -.- - ,: . . . . . . . . . . .  

A sanlple of 48 adjudic~!ted delinquen t females was obtained •from a suburban 

. . : .  . . . 
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San Francisco county probation department through continuous sampling cf the 

" - - total  population of delinquents in tile system during a period of seven months. 

-Personality patterns were measured through the administration o fagenera i  

social history interview and three psychological instruments, e.g., the Diagnos- 

t ic  Interview For Borderlines (Gunderson, 1977), the Rorschach, and the WAIS 

or WISC-R. Procedures used to identify these patterns-were ful ly described 

in an earl ier  publication (Gibbs, 1980). 

Probation records were used to analyze Subjects' delinnuent offense patterns, 

which were measured in four ways: l)-age at f i rs t  offense, 2)tota1-number of 

offenses, 3} total delinquency score, i .e . , : the  number of offenses weighted 

by the severity of each offense, and.4) average delinquency score, i . e . ,  the 

J . 

. o.-- ,.m-,- "- 

..->" 

" ' >  2_ 

_ 3  • .  

total delinquency score divided by the total number of offenses. 

,i•:• ¸ 

~ata o n  parents were obtained from,the subjects' probation records. Three 

measureswere used to assess parental psychopathology, e .g . ,  history of drug/ 

alcohol abuse, an adult criminal record, and treatment for any psychiatric 

disorder. Each parent was rated for the presence or absence of each Of these 

indicators -no scale of frequency.or severity was ut i l ized.  . . 

. ,  A contingency analysis, using• Kendall'sTau B, was used to determine the 

relatio~ between measures of parental psychopathology and female delinquent 

• personality types, as well as the relation between p~i-ental psychopathology and 

femaledelinquent offense patterns. ' . " 

Results • • . .  , 

Demographic. Characteristics . . . . .  

.. The"sample consisted • of 29 white,..ll..Hispanic, and: 8 Black subjects.. Socio- 

economically, 27% were middle.class, 54% ~.sorking class, and 19% lower class, using • 
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' L  :- the IIollingshead 2,Factor Index of Social Class (el .  Table I 
' - - - - " , . ~ . :  ; , " The S u b j e c t s  

:_.:",i!'"-":".::,... ranged from .13-18 years oF age• with a mean age of 15.3. Their median, grade 

" "  ,1; . I ''::' :'" I :" r " " i n s c h o o I ~ w a s .  -. ." l O . S •  b u t  44% o f  t h e  g r o u p t l e r e ,  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  e n r o l l e d ,  i n  s c h o o l  

" ; , : " . . . due . . .  to.  h a v i n  9 d ropped  o u t •  been e x p e l l e d  o r  suspended  o r  g r a d u a t e d  
- . - . . .  . . ' . .  : -  . .  . • . • 

. . . . . 

. . . . .  -- .... Sixty..percent of the parents of these delinquents ~tere divorced, or sep~ 

'" .:. : arated.= ,'and. 13~ were. widowed, or never married; only 27% .of the marriages were. 

:..-.,: '~ntact... Their. mothers had an averaqe level of education s l i gh t l y  higher: than their  

, - • fathers:,....,.....-with: 42~. having completed high school as compared to 40%of the-fathers. • ' 

:;;. : - "  Rearly.seventy percent of the mothers were employed primarily in c ler ical  " sales 
"" "- ";. - - 11o II 

,:..?.., ..and semi-skil led occupations; about 80% of the fathers were employed, with half 

of this. group, in ski l led and semi-skilled jobs. While adequate demographic infor-  

mati6n was ava i l ab l e  for  a l l  the mothers of the subjec ts ,  th is  was true for  only ' -  . . .  

-" .38 of t-he fathers. .Thus• data for lO of the fathers-was incomplete because they 

. were no longer in contact with thei r  fami-lies, were unknown to the subjects• or 

. - .  were deceased. 

Nigh rates, of geographic and residential mobi l i ty characterized these 

families~, e . g . ,  they had lived in an average-Of 3.8 communities and an average 

. of.4.2 ~esidences since the b i r th  of the index chi ld.  

. . . . . .  . Delinquent Personality. Pat terns 
. . " .  , .  - . . 

" .An analysis of the test prof i les revealed four personality• patterns among 

.... t h e . s u b j e c t s , . i L e . ,  the borderline (N=7), the ant isocial  (N=14), the neurotic 

" (t¢=18),and.. the social ized delinquent (N=9) . .  

Borderl ine Lpersonalities exhibited impaired cognit ive processes on psycho- 

.. log ica l . tes ts ;  they had experienced brief psychotic symptoms and/or pol~n~orphous 

::. neurotic and-psychosomatic symptoms.; their  
. . •  . 

- " . , . .  

!- - • ,-:.. - ... 

;:iii 
. ,  . . .  . 

affect was considerably more a n g r y ,  

.- 
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~:'~'?"- " depressed., and~l:abile than girls fin. the other, three groups, and-signs-6f serious . . . . .  

~.~,,./.:~; -.:... ;: psychological disorder, had appeired much earl.let in their deveTbpment • accord--, - 

::.~:' _"~~-:.. :.ing to reports fromParents and teachors. CollectiVlely, these cl inical patterns 
-i:;/i .. . . - " " .- • 
.,~ : - . . - ,  . and .behav.iors are consisten t with .the profi le of the borderline.personality in 

ili:!!ii"~!~o!.!ii::.i".ii:':,....:-ado!e'~cence .as-des~cr.ibed by.,,laster:son...(1972) and"R~nsley(,1974). -., 

' :-. !'~!:. -: - !-!.:: :'~"."". '-" .... .- i..-NeurOtic..personai ities, exhib~ted.: more. frequefit signs: of'ahxiety,: mil~:~to.!:.:.:..?,,.; ... 

:~:I~i:I ~:~ ~ "~ ':L'~': ' "~ ": "' I I "i :::' " : "too a e r ~ ~ e depress ion, "C~?yi n9 ," fears, 'phobias, I a n a I . p S y C h o s oma .t~ c ~ d iIs Ord ors:.: " I ~I . lib ~ y I .I - ' ' :: ,'." :.II I: I 

i--):~):i:!:!i~".'-i,". ' . . -  weffe .perCeived by.:parentS and teachers.~as immature, troubled, and-erratic in " 

"::"i~!~"::!I!II~"/;?/.L-/L/ ""-:" ' their_., school~, performance, but not vie~ed .as s er ious ly  d i s t u r b e d  These be- 

.~:~..:!-v'~:...: .havioral and clinical-patterns closely conform to the profi le of-,the.neurotic , 

• i .:iii... delinquent personality as described by Bennett (1960),Jen~ins,(l.961)and"Stephenson, .. 

..~- . - etal"." (.1973)., . - . . 

.'.: i Antiso.cial personalities ~era characterized by their-high levels of im- --.  '""~J 

=-.-... pulsiV~ty, aggressiveness, host i l i ty  to adults and authority figures, and gen- 

"::i Oral defiance of established social norms. The onset Of their antisocial be . . . . . .  -- . :~,::,~ 

-. ' .-"~~i~ '~ havi0rs was noted in elementary school by parents and-teachers and:they tended ....... :~) 

-"-:=,-- to e~gage more frequent ly  than the o t h e r  three, groups in s o c i a l l y  deviant  be- " i..-... . . . . . . . . .  

~":~"~.. -.. . . . .  . . , haviors, such asheavy involvement in drugs, alCohol and sexual Promiscuity. .. 

~:,~;<.:'~T~i,-. - . .  TheSe.behavioral  and clin;ical,  pat terns .are  quite  s imi lar  to"those assoc iated ~.~i:tii .... 

:>.,..:i--:ii':!i:~".:,.., .;'~,. " tlie anti-social or sociopathic, delinquent as described by Fine and Fishman (1968) .i( 

and.~Bender (197. ! ) .  . . . .  ' 

?:ii~.i'c.,/; ,. Sociali~ed delinquent personalities Showed fe~ver:signsof:pSyChopath01ogy 

:,:...~ ~:-.. ' - on the psychological tests than'.any O.i= th ~ other.-groups.: AS-a group ~"~,ese ' " 

tende~ to be moderately impulsive,  lacked interest~ in School.; .~ei-e invo•iveki ~-ifl:ti'-, ?•'. 

~ } !  :!i ~) del.inquent.~ friends.,.andmode~ately, involved in. drug-and alcohoT:..abuse. • Th"o3;'}::. " • 
. ,  . - "  . . . .  • . . . .  . • " 1 . . -  

;"2:~-'~",...-/..;:~': ' ...' " ... '.' , 'i -', ' "!" ". ," :', '~" : :: "'" /', ,-:: . . . .  

;'~%~L~i,',i~J .... -- " ~-~". -"-. ".- ':..~:.~ ': .... :. i".'. :. ... .-.-:, ! .~:, :.~.:.-..:.... c :i:- ,1 .':".-~ .... ". 
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~ than gir ls in the.other three, groupS;;and signs Of serious 

~r:had appeared, much ear l ier . . - in  their:d~veiopmerit",aCcord~ ; " ., 

arents and teachers. Collectively,. these clinical~"natterns 

sistent with. the profi.le of.-the- borderline.personal:ity in ~ . -: 

bed-by Mas~terson (1972) and Rinsie~".( lg74):  ' ~  ' ! . ; .  -. " 

uent"s i  gn f' tY#] : ' a l l , t i es  exh ib i ted more f req  s:o .,anxie ~mild to / 

cryi ng, .;fears, Phobia s ,  and psychosomatic : di sordems,-..:.~They , 

ents and.l.teachers as immature,, troubled-,,.and, er.ratic: .in ' . 

nce, but. not viewed as.:seriouslydisturbed. ~ :These Be-": . . :  - 

patterns.closely conform to-l~he ~ prof i ie .Of the~neurotiC ~. ' / -  " 
. . . .  = . 

y asdescribed by Bennett (1960),..Jenkins,(.1961i)and-Stephenson •~ , " 
. ' " . . i. IL  

i.iCi"~>!!;:;~'~-;C:~!ii~;i--' ~'-;~: ' :':'L"."L:i~i.Antisoc~al .personalities] were ~haracterized by their hiah-levels-of im- 

~-;i},~:.,:~ :;, :.: i:...i .-..Lpulsivity, aggressiveness, host i l i ty  to adu!ts and authority figures, and gen- 

.era-i. defiance of established social norms. The onset of their antisocial be- 

-haviors was noted in elementary school by parents and teachers and they .tended 

-. to.. engage more frequently than the other three groups in.socially.deviant be-~ 

hav io rs ,  such. as-heavY involvement i.n drugs, a lcohol  and sexual promiscui ty .  

-:ihese behavioral and; clinical patterns are quite similar to.those associatedwit)i 
~.', : .."~"L" - , .-- .. . . , .-- - 

,,the!."i)nti.-Soc=ial/-or.sociopathiC.Tdelinquent as.-described: by Fine-and Fishman-(1988) :~) 

. a n d  B e n d e r  ( 1 9 7 . 1 ) . .  " . / - 

'i ~: /. < -_: .. : . . . . . . .  ".L Social.li~ed delinquent personalities showed fewer:signs-of psychopathology 

' on .,the::.ipsychol:Ogi~al .tests than. ahy of the Other gmoups. AsC~a--gr, oup these g i r l s  - : 

,~...~.....~ ~ : .tended-to be"moderately.impulsive, lacked interest in school, were involved with 

-~,,~:L~/{,LL, .~.- deli•nquent :-fr.iends, and modera~ely involved in drug and .alcohol abuse.: They " I 
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, •were d e s C r i b e d  by p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  as somet imes  h o s t i l e  and a g g r e s s i v  
. ( ,  • 

-i-.~ - . . .  t h e y  had nc d i f f i c u l t i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o t h e i r  p e e r s .  These  behav . i o ra l  and-.c 
. . i  . .  . 

~-:. "-.~,. .. pattgrns.. ,  a r e  ou i t e ,  s i m i l f i r  t o  t hose  a s s o c i a t e d w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l i z e d  s u b - c u l  

=/.,..,.~":... d e l i n g u e n t ,  as d e s c r i b e d  by  Jenk ins .  ( 1 9 6 1 )  and Steplie~iS"-onl. e t . a l . ,  . ( I  

. ,  . . . . 

'~.,.:_.. . T h u s ,  t h e s e . f o u r  d e l i n q u e n t  p e r s o n a l i t y  t y p e s  r e p r e s e n t ,  a c o n t i n u u m  

- - -  • - " " p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n i n g  . f rom t ~ e r e l a t i v e l y  p o o r l y  . i n t e g r a t e d  b o r d e r l i m  

:".[: " ' . ~  . ~-_ . . ' a ~ i t y  p a t t e r n  to.. t h e " r e l : a t i ~ v e l y ,  w e l l - i n t e q r a t e d  : s o c i a l , i z e d .  . S U b - c u l t u r a l  p( 

L - . . . I  " : " ~ : al i . t v  

• .-;:-~.... -:.:;. " P a r e n t a l  PsvchoDa thO lOov  and De l i_n~uen t  P e r ; o n a l i t , ~  P a t t e r n s  

- . :A-  ' .  " -  " . . . . . .  T w e n t y , I T o u r , p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  o f  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  had  r e c e i v e d  eL 

' .... ' . -  patient, treatmen.t, and/or:hospital izatio n for a psychiatric disorder.: Amor 

parents of these gi;-l~, 28% of the fathers .and 21% of the mothers had ~ece 

:.]/ : ~ p s y c h i a t r i c  t r e a t m e n t  a n d / o r  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  
~z  

Drug and a l c o h o l  abuse were.  r e p o r t e d  f o r  42% o f  t h e  l a t h e r s a n d  15%: 

. . .  . . m o t h e r s ,  Fif teen percent of the faLhers had aduit  criminal records, but t 

' ,  was t r u e  f o r  on l ,y  one m o t h e r  (2%1. 

~'lhen t h e  re la t ionship  between the three measures of maternal-.a'hd pat, 
• ~ . . . . . . . .  -... . ..-, ,-:-._~ii~:~.~,~Lr4 ~ 

p s y c h o p a t h o l o g y  a n d f e m a l e  d e l i n q u e n t  p e r s o n a l i t y  p a t t e r n s  was - .ana lyzed , '  " . . . .  ~ ..... . s ,  

;" - ~: s ign i f icant  relat ions were discovered (c f .  Table IV). F i rs t ,  subjects witl 

• L.: antisDcial personalities vere s igni f icant ly  more l i ke ly  to have fathers wii 

-,;. record of psychiatric treatment than g i r ls  in the other, three groups. 

Second, subjects with an t i - soc ia l  pe rsona l i t i es  were s ign i f i can t ly  m~ 

-- l i ke l y  to have fathers with a psychiatric diagnosis of personalitydi:sordet 

-. however, soc ia l ized  delinquents were equally as l i ke ly  as an t i soc ia l  subjec 
! ! ! ,  . 

::/--:::" have fathers with drug or .alcohol .problems; -- 

. - . - . . . . . . .  

. . , - .  .. = . - y  . . 
i ~ "  " T : ~ ' - ' "  - . . . .  
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There were no significant,, relationship.s between indices of.maternal Psycho- 

pathology and female delinquent personality, patterns. 

Parental..Ps~chgpatho~ " 
° "  Og~ and DelinRuent Offense Patterns 

A conti,gency analysis of the relationship between indices of parental 
. . . • . 

psychopathology and delinquent offense patterns among these .subjects. revealed 

several significant effects. 

In terms of paternal psychopathblogy, girls whose fathers had a record of 

psYChiatric trea~ment had total delinquency scores, that were significantly higher 

than girls with non-treated f&ther'(Tau:.36., p~.Ol)...:The total delinquency 

scores of girls whose fathers had a ~ecord of alcohol or drug abuse were also 

significantly higher than thosewith non-addicted fathers (Tau=.34, p../,.Ol.). 

This result was also..true of girls whose fathers had adult criminal records as 

compared to girls with non-criminal fathers (Tau=..34,.p./,_Ol).. Thus, al-1%hree 

measures ofpaternal psychopathology were significantly associated with the 

tendency of female delinquentsto commit more severe offenses such as burglaries 

and assaults° 

The only index;of maternal psychopathology which was Significantly related 

to female delinquentoffense patterns was that girls..~lhose mothers had a record 

of psychiatric treatment had an earlier age at f i rst  offense than girls with non- 

treated mothers (X 2 = 17,31, p~.Ol).  Girls whose mothers had a history of drug 

or alcohol .abuse tended to have higher average delinquency scores than girls with 

non-addicted mothers, but this difference did not quitereach an acceptable level 

of.significance (X 2 = 21.36, p = .06). 
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In thisstudy of a mu3ti-ethnic sample of delinquent females, four person- 

al ity patterns were identified, i . e . ,  the borderline, the antisocial ,  the 

. -meuro t ic .  . and the socialized delinquent.. ' 

. . I t  was found that subjects with antisocial personalities, were significantly 

more. l ikely . to ,  have fathers with a record of psychiatric treatment than g~rls in 

the other three groups; they were also more likely to have fathers.who were 

alcoholics, and substance-abusers thangirls with neuro.t~c or borderlinePerson.- 

a l i t i e s .  No index of material psychopathology was found to be signif icantly re- 

lated to female .delinquent personality Patterns . . . .  

All. three measures c,f Paternal psychopathology vtere found to be •significantly- 

related, to higher total, delinquency.scores in these subjects. Ho~vever, only one 

measure of maternal psychopathology, i .e . ,  a record of psychiatric treatment, 

was.posit ive]y.associated with an earlier a~e at f i r s t  offense in this group, 

-but not to any other index of offense. In contrast, Lewis and Balla (1976) 

found =that a record of parental criminality was the only index.., of pathology 

which was s ignif icantly  related to any ~easure of delinquent behav|or, i . e . ,  " 

delinquents with parents who. had criminal records committed their, f irst offenses 

at.;a significantly,  earlier age than delinquents with non-criminal parents. 

In this studyi paternal, psychopathology wasfo~.nd to be more sianificantly 
- . - , ,. " 

related bot-h tu personality patterns and to offense patterns of female delinquents 

than maternal psychopathology.. While this .finding parallels, the results of a .few " 

previous Studies relating parentalpsychopathology to behavior and personality patterns 

of delinquents, i t  st i l l  raises some interesting issues (cf: Jenkins, 1961; EI- 

Guebaly, et a l . ,  1978; Trese,-1962; Scharfman and Clark, 19.~7; Fine and Fishman, 1958) 

J 

11 

i 

- . ' . , 

- ,  , . .  . ,  - • 

° ° , .  i " " . '  • • . L -  ~ " -  . :  



. . 

, _  • - "  



- - . ,  

, • ,  o 

- ' •  . .  

-9- 

_ . . : 

The fact that fatllers of gir}s ~vith antisocia.] personalities were. sig-- 

nificantl.y more likely to have been substanLe abusers and to have been psychiatri- 

cally-treated, than fathers of gi.rl"s"in the other three grouos-challenges some of 

"theassunlptions in t~.e developmental l iterlure about the re.lat,ive im~act.~f - " 

fathers on the personality development of cilildren. •Since the traditidn~l child- 

develoP~:ent l i terature focuses-primarily o'.-.- t::e inlportance iof:..t~ie~:-m.o.ther_ch ild 

re!atlenship in the development of. personality and psYchopatho:iegv, one .would 

probably, predict that maternal psycllop~:.hology..~ ~lou-ld have a more significant .rela- 

. . " .tions[lip to~ adolescent:fenale:personality patterns than Paternal psychopathology. 

One interpretation of the curre,it fh;d~ng, ~.lhich does not ~; out ;-Jch a pre- 

dictiQn, isthat  the presence of a father.~.lith severe psychological preb•lein.~ 

and/or antisocial, behaviors (e.g., drug and alcohol.abUse) contributes, dis- 

proportionately to faulty socialization in female chiidren and.. fosters the 

development of the super-ego lacunae ~.lhich Johnson and Szurek (!952) have d~s- 

cribed in the delinquent personality structure, ~vhich is one of-the distinguishing 

features of the antisocial personality. From a social-learning perspective, one 

could attribute the development of the antisocial personality .in these si~bjects to 

their tendency to model their behaviors after their fathers (whether they are present 

Or absent in the famil.y}, particularly in view of the early onset of .their involve- 

ment in the use of drugs, alcohol and their early pattel.ns of sexual promiscuity, 
v "  

assaultiveness and defiance to adult authority. Even when fathers are absent, 

unreli~'le or ~nconsistenc in their parental roles, which was t!ie case for. the 

majority of these, subjects.- , the family culture incorporates their past .and current 

behaviors and values ~ and they are frequeiltly projected as negative role.lnodeis tu 
• - - ~  . . . . . . - .  

their children.. Tnus,..~,n the cas~ of e~notionally vulnerable girls, a ne.q.~tive " 

identification ~.~ith their fathers might forn~ the basis-for the develoln:lent of later 

delinquent behaviors. 
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' ~i C" probler,|s and earl ier age of ~.!.. The relation between m ternal psychia 

. • c n s e t  oF delinquent behavior., may reflect tke fact that a disturbed mother may 

,' be psychologi~caily unavailable to her daughter during .the Very crucial develop- 

r,,ental stage of early adolescence. Perceptions of their mothers as withdr.lwn 

:-. -or non-supportive around issues of emerging sexuality and feminine identitY ~ay 

" .:. lead them to Seek substitute peer group relationships in which their frustrated 

dependency needs are denied an-d are displaced by ant.i-social 5ehaviors such as 
.'. 

drug abuse., va:ndalism and sexual promiscvity. 

This interpreta.tion is supported both by the subjects' reports of maternal 

depression in this study, as Well.. as observe.i relationships bet~een maternal 

depression and Fen~le delinquency in other recent studies (Gibbs,if981 (in press); 

i 

. _ : . • 

. • . . . . 

Chiles, e t a l . ,  1980; l.leissman and siegel, 1972). 

. . . . .  ~hil.e. these results arebased-.on.a, small sample of delinquent females, they 

point to the need for further studies of a ~.~ide range of delinquent sa.nples, both 

n~le and female, to determine the relative Contribution of maternal and .paternal 

psychopathology to delinquent personality types and behaviors. Amore differen- 

tiated understanding of the interaction among parental psychopathology, fami-ly 

dynamics andfemale delinquency, will presuaably lead to more effective diagnostic 

assessment and treatment of delinquent females and their families. 

Finally, i t  has 5ecOme increasingly clear from the .pioneering work of Rutter. 

and his associates (1966)that children and adolescents reared by psychologically 

disturbed parents,,are ~'at risk" for. the development of a wide range of behavior 

disorders. Early identif icationof families ~here one or both parents are psy- 

chiatrically impaired is an important-mental health strategy i:n terms of early 

intervention and potentialprewntion of serious disorder.among children and 

adolescents. 
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TABLE XV 

~ A L I . T Y . P A T T E R N S  A.,':D .PATERNAL PSYCHOPATHOLOGY 

Psychiatric (l} 
Treatment Drug/A] cobol (2) 

i A b u s e  .. 

I 
(.14) 

9 
( . 6 7 )  

6 
(.35) 

4 
(.67) 

20  

. 

( . 4 6 )  

3 
(.20) 

$ o c i a . I i z e d  2 
D e l i n q u e n t  ( . 3 3 )  

Column 
Tota l  11 

fathers had a record of any index of Psychopathology. 
, . . . .  varies with each category 

Criminal (3). 
R e C o r d  . 

2 
(,18) 

3 
(.]B) 

2 
(.40) 

7 
( I )  Kenda11's Tau B : -.336, p .01 

(2) ChiTSquare_ = 7.45, 3 d.f.; p .05 

(3) Not Significant. -- - 

*Percentages represent the Proportion of girls in each group whose 

The base,rate thus ; e.g., the number of fathers .is not constant. 
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