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This State Cour,t Case load Statistics Annual 
Report, 1978 is the fourth in a serie~ of documents 
containing sta,~istical caseload data compiled from 
the annual reports of each state court system and 
from other available data. It is the result of the 
cooperative effort of the ",National Center for State 
Courts and. the Conference of State Court Adminis
trators (COSCA) to develop within thQ National 
Center Ii national database of state court case load 
statistics. 

The National Court Statistics Project (NCSP) 
continues to expand the scope of its activities and 
capab;.i,..l-iot:1:es, shifting its focus fram data collec
ti611' and pUblication to the analysis of these data 
fO~ the benefit of the COU'l:'ts community. This 
ye \rl;Y Annual Report~ however, will cont inue to. be 
theVprincipal project. publ~cat~on. From yea~, to 
year the data conta~ned 1n ~t demonstrate 'the 
gradual improvemeIj~ and "increasing quality of 
court data. 11 {j 

I) 

The Conference of State Court Administrlitors 
(COSCA) continues to give its support to the 
National Court Statistics Project in its efforts 
to establish within the National Center for State 
Courts (NCSC) the capability of gathering, analyz
ing, and disseminating statistical information on 
ea,ch state court system in the nation. The pro
ject has been made a cooperative effort between 
COSCA and the NCSC by giving, policy control and 
direction over the project to a committee of state 
court administrators selected from COSCA. C 

This fourth edition of the Annual Report irt
cludes some improvements and additions over data 
and tables contained in "the previous editions of 
the report. In making these improvements, we con
tinue to be guided by the users of this informa
tion. M/iny questions' bave been asked of staff 
concerning the production of opinions in appellate 
courts. In response to these inquit;,ies, a table, 
outlining the number of opinions written in appel-' 
late courts, identified by case type, is included 
with the other appellate court summary tables in 
Part 1. Modifications have also been made to the 
way in which the trial data from general and lim
ited jurisdiction courts are presented. It is our 
belief that these additions and modifications will 

{I 
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The National Center has been assisted in the 
production of the Annual Report by state and local
level court "personnel from <icross the country who 
provide the raw data for it. The leadership of 
COSCA ang especially the COSCA-CSIS Commit~ee, 
chaired successively by Bert Montague, Larry 
Polansky; and now by Walter Kane, have been re
sponsible for providing guidance to project staff, 
helping to find ways to present these data in a 
way "that ii' both comprehensive and comprehensible. 

Edward B. McConnell 
Executive Director 
National Center for State Courts 

help the users of this report to find the informa
tion they need in a form that is useful to them. 

As always, "we must caution the reader of this 
report to pay close attention to all the indica
tions of the completeness and comparability of 
data, and to read the introduction to the report 
where the methd6logy used to construct the report 
and the limitations on its use are set out. An 
inspection of the three currently available edi
tions of the report should demonstrate to the 
reader that the quality and quantity of court
related data continue to improve. 

U).~ 
Walter J. Kane, Chairman 
COSCA-NCSP Committee 
Conference of St.,ate Court 

Administrators 
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Highlights 
Production of the Annual Report series is an 

evolutionary process with the long-term goal of 
improvement of the statistical series being fore
most for the National Court Statistics Project. 
This process is discussed on pages 8 and 9, and the 
dynamics for improvement and interrelationships of 
project documents are discussed on page 9. ' 

Data availability has improved greatly from the 
first half of this century, when the first national 
compilation of caseload data was attempted. This 
improvement in the quantity of available data has 
continued with significantly more data being re
ported for 1977 and 1978 than for 1975 or 1976. 
Some gross volume data are displayed in this report 
for all appellate courts, for most of the trial 
courts of general jurisdiction, and for many of the 
trial cour,ts of limited or special jurisdiction. 
However, the validity and reliability of much of 
the data reported has not been ascerta,ined. 

Substantial effort by the National Court Sta
tist,ics Project (NCSP) staff and the Conference of 
State Court Administrators NCSP Connnittee was re
quired to develop a methodology for displaying na
tionwide state court caseload for the first annual 
report, published in 1979 to cover the 1975 court 
year. During preliminary attempts to aggregate 
available statistics into specific groupings, it 
became obvious that any realistic compilation must 
have a structure derived from, not superimposed 
upon, ,the data reported by the states. The second 
annual report, published in 1980, reflected that 
orientation and emphasis, with augmentations made 
to improve the presentation of the d,ata and to ac
commodate the addition of limited jurisdiction 
data. In the third edition of the Annual Report 
series, the summary tables were extensively re
vised to reflect""recommendations made by members 
of the Methodological Review Panel. The summary 
statistics as presented in this fourth annual re
port reflect the existing situation in state" C01,lrt 
Statistics and are presented in a format designed 
to increase their usefulness. 

For the reader of this document, cautionary 
notes necessarily abO,und. Because of many state
to-state variations in the kinds of data reported, 
the sunnnary tables in this annual report do not 
permit extensive, valid, direct comparisons of 
caseload among states without careful examination 
of all the factors involved in assuring that the 
data are comparable." Variations in data availa
bility, court organization, subject matter juris
diction, 'definitions of case types and units of 
count, reporting periods, and the degrees of com
pleteness and accuracy of data all combiu-i to make 
cross-jurisdictional comparisons extremely complex. 
These variations are discussed in general terms in 
the introduction to the report on pages 3 through 
6.' The limitations on analysis section (pages 7 
and 8) provides an indication of the kinds of anal
ysis that can and cannot be made witho the data in 
this report. ' 

Comparisons among the 1978 data contained in 
this report .and the 1975, 1976, and 1977 data con
tained in the first three reports in this series 
should be made only after careful examination of 
the factors(~ent~oned abov~ to ascertain that these 
factors have not changed for the courts of 
interest. 

The report is divided into two parts, each with 
its own purpose. The summary statistical tables 
in Part I were const,ructed from the individual 

court profiles for all the states found in Part II. 
Depending on the interest of the user, he can pro
ceed from the general to thoa specific or vice 
versa. Users of the report may locate a summary 
table of interest. in Part I, for example, one con
tainin~ caseload inventory data for domestic rela
tions cases. An examination of the data contained 
in the table may stimulate questions that are an
swered in part by reference to either the court 
organization char,ts or individt:.al court profiles 
contained in Part Ii. Another approach is to first 
examine a court profile in Part II of the document, 
and then turn to the appropriate summary tables in 
Part I to compare caseload volume of other courts 
with similar jurisdiction to that of the court of 
interest. 

This two-p<o:rt structure for the document re
,quired its preparation to proceed in stages. First 
an overview court organization chart and an indi
vidual statistical 'profile was prepared for each 
state's appellate ,and trial courts. The resulting 
documentation makes up Part II of this report. Data 
were then compiled into nationwide inventory sta
tistics (beginning pending, filed, disposed, and 
end pending). The inventory statistics were sepa
rated where possible into broad case category 
classifications, chosen to reflect the kinds of 
data being reported by the states. 

Several general observations can be made about 
the 1978 state court case load data. First, in ad
dition to the increase in data available, the num
ber of cas~s filed in the courts has also increased 
from 1977 to 1978. The caseload estimates indicate 
that the number of cases filed per, judge has in
creased. Most trial courts also reported increases 
in the number of filings from 1977 to 1978. Sec
ond, the courts have managed to handle this in
crease in filings fairly well with '~dst courts 
disposing between 90 anrl 100 percent of the number 
of cases filed. A few courts disposed more cases 
than were filed. The disposition rates of less 
than 100 percent, however, mean that most courts 
are adding to their pending caseload. For courts 
reporting pending caseload, most had increases of 
less than 20 percent. Finally, for courts report
ing pending and filed data, the number of cases 
pending at the end of the year as a percent of the 
number of cases filed was less than 60 percent for 
most .courts of last resort, less than 90 percent 
for most inte:llJ'.ediate appellate courts and for 
civil case flow ,;in most trial courts, less tq,an 50 
percent for criminal caseflow in most trial courts, 
and less than 50 percent for juvenile case flow in, 
most trial courts. ,~ 

The composition of the case load of the courts 
is also of interest. In the appellate courts, the 
data" available indicate that approximately 55 per
cent of t!;le appeals filed in 1978 were civil ap
peals. For the trial courts in 1978 the caseload 
estimates indicate that of the 85.7 million cases 
filed,' approximately 13 million were civil cases, 
13.7 million were criminal cases, 57.5 mi+lion were 
traffic cases, and 1.5 million were juvenile c'ases. 

Tqe court organization charts and statistical 
profiles in Part II are helpful references because 
they indicate not only the organization and subject 
matter juriSdiction of the courts in each'; state, 
but also the differences in reporting periods, 
units of count, and variations in case categories 
and classifications. They show at a glance how 
much data were available for comparison purposes. 
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Reported general juriSdiction caseload, 1978. 
Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state population and nuinber of 
judges . .. • • • . • • . . . . • • . • . . • . . . • • . • .. . • • • 

Table 16: Reported limited juriSdiction caseload, 1978. 

Table 17: 

Table 18: 

Table 19: 

Table 20: 

Table 21: 

Table 22: 

Table 23: 

Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state population and number 
of judges • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• •• • • • • • 

Total caseload for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent,cof filed. Number and percent 
change in pending • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Civil caseload for 
State population: 
chfnge in pending 

general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. 
Dis'posed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent . . . . . . . .' . . . . . 

Composition of civil. case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. 
State and court. Civil case categories" ••••••••••• 

'Composition of civil case di~positions in general jurisdic'tion courts, 1978. 
State and court. Civil case categories • • "ii', •••• , .. , •••• 
Tort caseload' for trial courts,;, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting tort (auto tor~, professional tort, product liability 
tort, and other tort) caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number 
and percent change in pending. Filed per lqO,DDO population. • • ••• 

Contract case load for trial courts, 1978." 
State popu,lation. Courts reporting contract caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. 'i Number and percent change, in pending. Fi~ed per 100,0.00 population 

Small claims case load for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting small claims case load. Disposed and end pendi~g as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent ~hange in pending. Filed per 100,.000 population. " 
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Table 24: 

Table 25: 

Table 26: 

Table 27: 

Table 28: 

Table 29: 

Table 30: 

Table 31: 

Table 32: 

Table 33: 

Table 34: 

Table 35: 

Table 36: 

Table 37: 

Table 38: 

Table 39: 

Table 40: 

Table 41: 

..... ,'--------

Real property rights caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting real prnperty rights caseload. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 1.00, .000 
popula t iOIl • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Domestic relations caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Court,s reporting domestic relations caseload. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of ,filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 
1.0.0, .000 population • • • • ~:!. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Estate c~seload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. ,Gourts reporting estate case load. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 1.00,000 population 

Mental health caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting mental health caseload. Disposecl. and end pending as 
a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 1.0.0,000 population 

Civil appeals 'caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting civil appeals caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 10.0,.0.00 population. 

Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1978. 
State and court. Civil case types. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case type, 
number of trials, trials as a percent of dispositions, number of jury trials, jury trials 
as a percent ,of dispositions and o!: trials •••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal case load irr general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in p~nding •••••••••••••••••• 

Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdicton courts, llC?\8. 
State and court. Criminal case categoriis • • ••••••••••• ,~I •• 

Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. 
State and court. Criminal case categories • • • • • • • •••••••• 

Felony caseload for general jurisdiction courts, 1978. 
State adult populatioh within unit of count groupings. 
Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number 
Filed per 1.0.0,.0.00 adult population •••••••••• 

Misdemeanor caseload for trial courts, 1978. 

Courts reporting felony caseload. 
and percent change in pending. 

State adult population withi~ unit of count groupings. Courts reporting misdemeanor 
caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change 
in pending. Filed per 10.0,00.0 adult population ••••••••• 

Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony, 

"misdemeanor, or felony/misdemeanor caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent 
of filed. Ntllllber and perc~nt change' in pending·. Filed per 1.0.0, ODD adult population 

Ordinance violation case load for trial courts, 1978. 
~tate popUlation within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting ordinance violations 
caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change 
in pending., Filed per 100,00.0 adult pOllulation • • • • • • ••••••• 

Preliminary hearing caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State adult popUlation within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony 
preliminary caseload. Disposed ~nd end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 
change in pending. Filed per 1.00,.00.0 adult population ••••••••••••••• 

Criminal appeals caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting criminal appeals 
caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent,pf filed. Number and percent change 
in pending. Filed per 1.0.0, .oDD adult poptllation • ,; 

Crimirial disposition types for trial courts, 1978. 
State a,dutt popUlation within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting criminal 
disposition types. Pleas, total convictions, trial convictions, acquitted, nolle 
prosequi, and dismissed. Each disposition type as a percent of criminal dispositions 

Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1978. 
State and court. Criminal case ,~ypes. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case 
type, number of trials,' trials a's a percent of dispositions, number of jury trials, jury 
tJfials as a percent of dispositions and ,of trials •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Traffic caseload in general jurisdiction, limited Jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. 
State popUlation. Disposed and ena pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent 

-..:- change in pending ••••• ~ • • • . • . • • • • • • . • • . • • 
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Table 42: DWI/DUI caseload for trial courts, 1978. 

Table 43: 

State population. Courts reporting DWI/DUI caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

Other traffic violations caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. (!ou::ts reporting other traffic violations ca:;eload. 
pending ~s a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. 
populat ion • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Disposed and end 
Filed per 100,000 
" . 

Table 44: Traffic disposition types for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting traffic disposition type data. Pleas, violations 
bureau, bailor bondforfeitures, total convictions, trial convictions, acquitted, 
nolle prosequi, and dismissed. Each disposition type as a percent of traffic 
dispositions • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Table 45: Traffic jury and non-jury'trial dispositions, "1978. 
State' and court. Jury trial definition. Number of dispositions a,nd trials. Trials as 
~ percent of dispositions. Numbers of jury trials, jury trials as a, percent of 
dispositions and trials ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Table 46: Juvenile caseload for general jurisdiction, limited "jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. 
State juvenile population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and 
percent change in pending • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Table 47: Criminal-type offense caseload fo~ trial courts, 1978. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting criminal-type caseloati. Disposed and end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100;000 
juvenile population • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • •• ' ••••••• 

Table 48: Status offenSe caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting status offenses caseload. 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. 
juvenile population • • • • • 

Disposed and end 
Filed per 100,000 

Table 49: NOn-offense caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting non-offense case load. Disposed and,end 
pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent, change in pending. Filed per 
100,000 juvenile population • • • • • •••••••••••••••• 

Table 50: Filed cases (total: civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) for trial courts, 1968-l9,~8. 
Trial courts repDrtin~ five or more years of cases filed data • • • • 

Table 51: Number and percent change in filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile 
year to year and for 10-year period for trial courts, 1969-1978. 

cases) 

Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data • • • • • • • • 

State Court Statistical Profiles 
Prototype 

State Court System, 1978 • • • • • • • 
Court of last resort or i~termediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • 

Court of general, limited, or special" 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Alabama 

Page 

J.25 

126 

128 

Alabama Court System, 1978 • • • • • • • •• 132 
Alabama Supreme Court--court of last resort. 133 
Alabama Court of Civil Appeals--inte~ediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • 134 

Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals--
intermediate appellate court. • • • 135 

Alabama Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 136 

Alabama D;l1trict Court--court of limited 
jurisdicti"~. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 137 

Alabama Probate Court--court of ,limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 137 

Alabama Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • •• • •• 137 

rf' 

Alaska 
" Alaska Court System, 1978." •••••• 138 
Alaska Supreme Court"'-court of last resort 139 

Alaska ,Superior Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Alaska District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • 

Alaska·Magistrates Court--court of ,limited, 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Arizona 
Arizona Court System, 1978 • • • • • • • • • 
Arizona Supreme Court--court of last resort. 
Arizona Court of Appeals--intermediate ' 
appellate court • • • • • • • • 

Arizona Superior Courte-court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • 

Arizona Justices of irte Peace-1court of 
limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 

Arizona Municipal Court--court of limited 
.. jurisdiction. . . . . . . . . . . ...-... . . . 

Arkansas 
Arkansas Court System, 1978. • • • 
Arkansas Supreme Court--court, of 
last resort • • • • • • • • • • 

Arkansas Circuit Court~-court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • •• . 

Arkansas Chancery and, Probate Cob'I't 
--court of general jurisdiction • 
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104 

105 

109 

112 

114 

115 

116 

117 

120 

140 

142 

143 

144 
145 

146 

146 

147 

148 

150 

151 

152 

153 

Arkansas Court of Common Pleas--court of 
limited jurisdiction 

Arkansas County Court~-~o~r~ ~f'limit;d' 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 

Arkansas Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • 

Arkansas City Court, Police'C~u~t' and 
Justice oi;the Peace Court--court~ of 
limited juriSdiction. • • • • • • 

California 
California Court System, 1978. • • 
California Suprem~ Court--court of 
last resort • • ; • 

California Courts of Ap;e:l~-in~e~~dia~e 
appellate cou~c • • • • • 

California Superior" Court--~o~r~ ~f' g~n~r:l 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Page 

153 

154 

154 

155 

156 

157 

158 

159 
California Justice Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • " •••• 

,California Municipal Court--court of limited 
160 

jurisdiction. ........ 
Colorado 

Colorado Court System, 1978. • • • • • • • • 
Colorado Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Colorado Court of Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • 

Colorado District Court, Denv;r's~p;rio; • 
Court, Denver Juvenile Court and ,Denver 
Probate Court--court of gene~al \\ 
jurisdiction. • • • 

Colorado Water Court-~c~u;t'of ~e~e;ai 
jurisdiction. • • • 

Colorado County Court~-~o~r~ ~f'limit;d 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 

Colorado Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. ........ 

Connecticut 
Connecticut Court System, 1978 • 0'" •• 

Connecticut Supreme Court--court of last 
resort ••••••••••••••• 

Connecticut Superior Court--court of 
general jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 

Connecticut Court of Common Pleas--caurt of 
limited jurisdiction. 

'ConnecticQt Probate Cou;t~-~o~r~ ~f'limit~d' 
jurisdiction. • • • • 

Connecticut Juvenile Co~r~"':'c~u~t'of 
limited jurisdiction. • •••••• 

Delaware 
Delaware Court System, 1978 •• 0. 

Delaware Supreme Court--court of 
last resort. :' •••• " ••••• 

Delaware Court of Chancery--cQurt of 
general jurisdiction. 

D:la~ar7 S~perior Court~-~o~r~ ~f'g~n~r~l' 
Jur~sd~ct~on. • • • • 

Delaware Court of Commo~ Pl;a;"':'c~u;t 'of • 
limit,ed jurisdiction. • \' • • • • • • • 

Delaware Family Court--cJart of limited 
jurisdiction. " • • -J( " 

Municipal Court of Wilmin~t~n: Dei:~a;e:
court of limited juriSdiction • • • • • • 

Delaware Justice of the Peace Court--court 
of limited juriSdiction 

Delaware Alderman' s Court:-~o~r~ ~f' limit;d • 
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165 
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168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

173 

174 

175 

175 

176 

177 

178 

179 

179 

jurisdiction. 6 . '. . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . 180 

District of Columbia 
District of Columbia Court System, 1978. 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals-
court of last resort. 

District of Columbia Su;e~i~r'C~u~t~-~o~r~ 
of general jurisdiction • • • • • • • • • 

Florida 

xi 

Page 

181 

182 

183 

Florida Court System, 1978 • • • • • 
Florida Supreme Court--court of last resort. 
F~orida D~strict Courts of Appeal--
~nt?rmed~ate appellate court •••••• 

Flor~da Circuit Court--court of general 

186 
187 

jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Florida County Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • 

Georgia 

188 

189 

190 

Georgia Court System, 1978 ••••••••• 
Georgia Supreme Court--court of last resort. 
Georgia Court of Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • 

191 
192 

Georgia Superior Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • 

Georgia State Court'a~d'C~u~t; ~o~r~-~ 
Courts of limited jurisdiction. • • • 

G:or?i~l. Pr~bate Court--court of limited 
Jur~S\lct~on •••••••••••••• 

G:or?ia\Ju~enile Court--court of limited 
Jur~sdlct~on. • • • 

G:or?ia.~u~icipal Cou~t~-~o~r~ ~f'limit~d 
Jur~sd~ct~on. • • • • • 

Georgia Civil Court--cour~ ~f' limit~d' 
jurisdiction. • • • • 

Ge~r?ia S~al~ Claims Cc~r~-~c~u;t'of 
l~m~ted Jur~sdiction. • • • • • • • 

Georgia Magistrate's Court--court of 
.limited jurisdiction. • •••••••• 

Georgia Justice of the Peace Court--court 
of limited jurisdiction • • • • • • • • 

Geor?i~ Recorder's Court, Mayor's Court, 
Mun7~fpal Court, City Council.Court, 
Po11ce Court, and Criminal Court--courts 
of limited jurisdiction ••••••••• 

Guam 
Guam r )Urt Sy''Stem, 1978 ••••• 
Superior Court--Court of general 
jurisdiction. ...... 

Hawaii 
Hawaii Court System, 1978. • • 
Hawaii Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Hawaii Circuit Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • 

Hawaii Land Court--court ~f'g~n;r~l' 
jurisdiction. • • • • • 

Hawaii Tax Appeal Court--~o~r~ ~f'g~neral' • 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Hawaii District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Idaho 
Idaho Court"System, 1978 •••• 
Idaho Supreme Court--court of las~ ~e;o;t' 
I~ah~ D~st:ict Court--:-court of general • 
Jur~sd~ct~on. •• • 

Idaho Magistrates Divisio~ ~f' •••• 
District Court--coJit of general 
jurisdic tion. • • • • • • 

192 

193 

194 

195 

196 

196 

196 

196 

196 

196 

196 

197 

198 

199 
200 

201 

203 

203 

204 

205 
206 

207 

209 
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Illinois 
Illinois Court System, 1978. • • 
Illinois Supreme Court--court of 
last resort • • • • • • • • • • 

Illinois Appellate Court--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • 

Illinois Circuit Court-court of general 
jurisdiction. •••••••• 

Indiana 
Indiana Court System, 1978 • • • • • • • • • 
Indiana Supreme Court--court of last resort. 
Indiana Court of Appeals--intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Indiana Superior Court and Circuit Court-
courtof general jurisdiction. • • • • • • 

Criminal Court of Marion County, Indiana-
court of general jurisdiction 

Indiana County Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Indiana ProbatE;! .. Cour,t.--court of limited 
jurisdiction." .~- ". • • • • • • • • ••• 

Municipal Court of Marion County, Indiana-
court of limited jurisdiction • • • • • • • 

Juvenile Court of Marion County, Indiana-
court of limited jurisdiction • .'. 

Indiana City Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • 

Indiana Town Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • 

Small Claims Court of Marion County, 
Indiana--court of limited jurisdiction. 

Iowa 
Iowa Court System, 1978 ••••••••• 
Iowa Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Iowa Court of Appeals-intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • • , 

Iowa District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • •• • • , • • • 

Kansas 

// 

Kansas Court System, 1978. • ••••••• 
Kansas Supreme Court--court of last resort 
Kansas Court of Appeals-intermediate 
appellate court • • • • • • • • • ; • 

Kansas District Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 

Kansas Municipal Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. •••••••• 

Kentucky ~1( 
KentuckY\\Court System, 1978. • • 
Kentucky "Supreme Court--court of 
last resort • • • • • • • • • • 

Kentucky Court of Appeals-intermediate 
appellate court • '.' ••••• 

Kentucky Circuit Court--court of genera~ 
jurisdic tion. • • • • • • • • • • .., '.. • 

Kentucky District Court--court of limited 
jur;j.sdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Louisiana 
Louisiana Court System, 1978 • 
Louisiana Supreme Court--court of 
last resort • • • • • • • • • 

Louisiana Courts of Appeal-intermediate 
appella~e court (). • • • • • .' • • • • • 

Louisiana Distric"t Court--court"of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • 

Louisiana Family Court and Juvenile Court-
courts of limited jurisdi~tion~ • • • • • • 

Page Page 
Louisiana City Court, Parish Court, 

211 Municipal Court and Traffic Court of . 

212 

213 

214 

216 
217 

218 

218 

220 

220 

221 

222 

223 

223 

223 ' 

223 

224 

New Orleans-courts of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • 

Louisiana Justice of the Peace Court-
court of limited jurisdiction 

Louisiana Mayor's. Court--court: of limited 
jurisdiction. • • _ . • • • ~ • • • • • • 

Maine 
Maine Court System, 1978 • • • • • • • 
Maine Supreme Judicial Court--court of 

last resort • ~ •••••••••• " 
Main~ Superior Court--court of general 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Maine District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • 

Maine Administrative Court-court of 
limited jurisdiction •••••••• 

Maine Probate Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction •••••••••• ' ••• 

Maryland 

245 

245 

246 

247 

248 

250 

251 

251 

Maryland Court System, 1978. • • • • • • 252 
Maryland Court of Appeals--court of 

last resort • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 253 
Maryland Court of Special Appeals--

intermediate appellate court. • 254 
Maryland Circuit Court--court of general 

jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 255 
Maryland District Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 257 

Maryland O~~han's Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 257 

225 Massachusetts 
Massachusetts Court System, 1978 • • • • 258 

227 Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court--
court of last resort. • • • • • • • • • •• 259 

228 Massachusetts Appeals Court--intermediate 
appellate court •••. ' •••••. ' .' 259 

Massachusetts Superior Court-court of 
230 general jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • 260 
231 Massachusetts Probate Court --court of 

limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • 260 
233 M&-S'sachusetts District Court--court of. 

limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • 261 
234 Massachusetts Land Court-court of limited 

jurisdiction. • • • • •• • • • • 262 
235 Massachusetts Juvenile Court--court of 

limited jurisdiction. • • • • • • 262 
Massachusetts Housing Court--court of 

236 limited jurisdiction • •••• • '. • • 263 
Bost~n Municipal Court, Hassachusetts--

237 court of limited jurisdiction • : • 263 

238 

239 

240 

241 

242 

243 

244 

244 

l1.ichigan 
Michigan Court System, 1978. • • 264 " 
Michigan Supreme Court--court of 
o last resort • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 265 
Mic~igi:m Court of Appeals~-intermediate 

appell'ate court • • • • • • • • 265 
Michigan Circuit Court--court of general 

jurisdiction. ,,;;~). • • • • • • • • • • • _. 266 
Michigan Court of C1aims--court of gener~l 

jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • ~ • • • • 267 
Recorder8 s Court cif Detroit, Michigan~-
court of general juri!sdiction • • • • • •• 267 

Michigan District Court-~court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • ~ • • • • • • • •• 268 

Michigan Municipal Court--courtof limited 
jurisdiction. • •.. • • • • • • • • • • •• 269 

~I 

I' 

Michigan Probate Court--court of limited 
jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Common Pleas Court of Detroit, Michigan-
court of limited jurisdiction • • • .'. • • 

Minnesota 
Minnesota Court System, 1978 • 
Minnesota Supreme Court--court of 

last resort • • • • • • • • • 
Minnesota District Court-court of general 

iurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • 
Minnesota County Court--court of limited 

jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Minnesota County Municipal Court--court of 

limited jurisdictidh •.••••••••• 
Minnesota Conciliation Court--court of 

limited jurisdiction. • • • • 
'.' Minnesota Probate Court--court of limited 

jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Mississippi 
Mississippi Court System, 1978 • • • 
Mississippi Supreme Court--court of 

las c resort. . . . . . . . .~ . . . . . . . 
Mississiptli Circuit Court--court of general 

, jurisdi~iion. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Mississippi Chancery Court--court of 

general jurisdiction. • • • • • • •• • 
Mississippi County Court--court of limited 

jurisdiction. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Mississippi Justice Court--court of limited 

jurisdiction. • • • • .• • • •••••••• 
~ississippi Family Court--court of limited 
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Introduction, 
c National Court' Statistics 'Project 

The Annual Report series of state, court case
load Il-tatistics is the product of the continuing 
cooperative relationship between the Conference of 
State' Court Administrators (COSCA) and the National" 
Center for State Courts (NCSC). Financial manage
ment, project management, and project staffing re'" 
spo~sibility ,aJ:'e' assumed by the National Cou,Ft 
Statistics Project (NCSP) of the NCSC. COSCA, 
through its Court Statistics and Information Sys':: 

"tems Committee, provides general polidy review, 
,guidance, and control over an project activities. 

The ,twin goals of the National Court Statistics 
Project are to collect, compile, analyze, and dis

«'\ seminate state court caseload statistics and to 
i)help states improve the quality of the data they 

report by assisting them in resolving _,theit ,sta
tistical problems. The Annual' Report --series re
sponds directly to the 'first goal by compiling all 
available state court case load data from the 50. 
states, the~District of Columbia, Guam, and Puerto 

Rico. 1 0 \ 

l/ 
. ~ 

Methodology'employed 

These ,NCS'P goals require the careful choosing 
of an annual report series "methodology for 8ssem-;, 
bling the caseload data that are available from 
each of t,he states. 

Data sources 

The sources of data for the tables presented 
in this, series are published aonual" reports pro
vided "by the states and unpublished statistical 
mat'erial cr'equesteci of and supplied by state court 
administrators and ,appellate:, court clerks. (Ap
pendix A of this report iqentifies the sources of 
data from ea,ch state.) 

In addition to a review of all published and 
unpublished data received from the states, a study" 
was' made of all available reporting forms and in
!ltru~ti,~ns_ used by t?e \\ states ,,~o collec,t:, caselo~d 
stat1st1cs from the1r \lrespect1ve courts. Add 1-
tional relevant information was secured from ap
pro~riate" ,personnel in each state. As the project 
progres~ed, telephone contact and follo~up cor
r~spondencewere used to collect missing data, 
confirm the accuracy of avai~able data, and deter
mine'the legal jurisdiction" of each court. 

Each, administrative office of" the' courts com-
111eted a ,check-off sheet to indicate t,he types of 
cases handled by each court." Beyond this, info
mation was collected - conc,j!rning the ,number of 
judges per court, Qr court !lystem (from annual re""' 
ports, offices of" state court administratQrs, and" 
appellate' clerks); the ~,tate IlPpulation (based on 

" lRepetition of "50. states, toe District of 
Columbia,' G,uam. and Puert8 Rico" becomes very cum.., 
bersotile., ThrQughout the rest of thi>5report. 
"states" ,and "court systems" will "be 'used even when 
the reporting units being discussed include the 
District of Columbia; Guatp, and Puerto Rico. 

Preceding page' blank 

,3 

Bureau of the Census 1978 revised estimates) other 
1978 demographic data (taken from the Statistical 
Abstract of the United States: 1980.2); I' and 
special characteristics regarding subject ~atter 
jurisdiction and court structure. When explanation 
of "a court's jurisdiction was not directly obtain
able, available information was used from the State 
Court'Organization, 1980.3 • 

Scope'of'the'report 

The first annunl report (1975) -pr~sented 
available caseload data for state appellate courts 
and trial courts of genel"al jurisdiction, and for 
selected categories (juvenile, domestic relations, 
probate, and mental health) in limited jurisdiction 
courts. The. second annual report (1976) again 
presented available data for appellate courts and 
courts of general jurisdiction, and" also included 
all available caseload data for all limited juris
diction courts.," As data from each court level b.e
come more complete, future aggregation of trial 
court case loads should become more meaningful. 

The 1976 report was expanded to include Puerto 
Rico. The addition of Puerto Rico to the series 
was made possible through translation aSr)Jstance 
provided by the Puerto Rico Office of Coul"~Admin
istration. Data from Guam were added for th~ 1977" 
court year. The "cope of future reports will be' 
broadened to inclu'de American Samoa and the Virgin 
Islands when these data become available. 

"This report reflects court organization and 
jurisdiction as it existed in 1978, but the reader 
should, keep in mind that ,court systems are not 
static entities. For example, since 1977, Missouri 
has unified its trial courts, .. and Alaska, Hawaii, 
and Iowa have all added intermediate a'ppellate 
courts. Other states hav~ made changes- in the 
jurisdiction of individual courts'~ In 1978, Texas 
unit,!!4 its Domestic Relations Court and Juvenile 
Court into the District Court system, and the dol
lar amount limits of civil jurisdiction have 
changed in many cour,ts. Because court organiza
tional or jurisdictional characteristics change 
over time, caution should be exercised in 
attempting to compare the data in this 1978 report 
with earlier data or with, more current data. 

Casecategory'classifications 

~ 0 

:~ NCSP case categories used for th.is 1978 report 
{appear as principal headings in thE!. sUllll1lary tables 
'in Part I, and in each court's profile in Part 
II. -Terminology used within' each state' is dis-

,2U.S. Bureau of the Census, Statistical" 'Ab
stract' 'Of' 'the 'uni.ted State,s: 1980. (Washington, D. 
c.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1980.). 

3Bureau of Justice Statistics, Department of 
Justice, State' 'Court' Otganization; 1980. (W!lshing
ton, D. C. : tie'S. Government Printing Office, 1982). 
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played on each court's profile as subheadings 
under the boldface NCSP main headings. The NCSP 
main headings are categories used unifonnly for 
all the states. For example, a state's "applica
tion for leave to appeal" was classified under the 
NCSP category of request to appeal in all tables. 
Explanations used in source documents to clarify a 
state's data are included, as are explanations to 
clarify project staff's arrangement of those data. 
These appear,' where appropriate, as footnotes in 
each ~ourt' s profile and as footnotes to the sum
mary tables. 

Format used 

Profiles (Part II). After case categories were 
established to clas.sify available 19.78 case data, 
a pr.:.file of the courts in each state was con
structed. Each state profile for 1978 contains the 
following: 

--A chart depicting the organization of the 
court system within the state, the jurisdiction and 
route of appeal for each court, the number of 
judges, and information on kinds of trials. 

? --A, set of tables containing the case-related 
data received from each state court or court 
system. 

Summary Tables (Part I). Data from each state 
profile were transferred into summary tables de
signed to display the kinds of available data that 
could be aggregated. The summary tables are di
vided into two major sections (appellate and trial) 
to reflect the two major levels' of court. _ 

Appellate courts include both courts of l~st 
resort (the final court or courts of appeal., wi thin 
a particular state) and intermediate ,appellate 
courts (the court or courts in which the primary 
work is the disposition of initial appeals received 
from trial courts ·of general jurisdiction or ad
ministrative agencies, and in which some decisions 
are subject to appeal or review by a court, of last 
resort). For purposes of displaying data, the 
courts of last resort have been divided into two 
groups: those in states with intennediate appel
late courts and those in states without intermedi
ate appellate courts. With few exceptions, this 
division also c'onveniently separates courts of last 
resort according to whether they have almost com
plete disc1:'etionary jurisdiction. Courts of last 
resort in states without intermediate appellate 
courts generally have little or no discretionary 
jurisdiction, although there are exceptions, such 
as Virginia and West Virginia. 

For purposes of this report, a trial court is 
considered to be a court of general jurisdi:ction 
if it meets one of the fOllowing criteria: 

--The indhridual state considers it a general 
jurisdiction court. 

--Felony cases are tried and felony sentences 
given for all types of felony cases. 

--The judges of the court are general juris
diction court judges sitting on temporary' assign
ment. All other trial courts are classified as 
limited or special jurisdiction courts. 

.~ 

. "fr~otnote~Stan~ard £oo~note headings are used 
l.n t.hl.s report ~JTId wl.ll contl.nue to be used in the 
annual. repol~eries. Footnotes that contain in
formatl.on on\ the completeness and quality of the 
data are inC:.luded on the sunnnary. tables. If more 

~~
;; in,~ormatio~rfis needed, the user should .,consult the 

.. ~.~~/ 
U ) i./ >y. __ ~d/ 

~:O:~.::::::C.:: ;:-::i~'~-:-: --:;;;/ (I 
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1'tfciividual court profiles where all footnotes, are 
given. 

VeL":i!fication of data 

With the cooperation of the Conference of State 
Court Administrators, all data were submitted after 
NCSP classification for review and verification to 
the appr.opriate state court administrator's office. 
An adiA,tional check was provided through the co-

t ~, f . . opera l:,m 0 the Natl.onal Conference of Appellate 
Court Clerks (NCACC), which invited NCSP staff to 
submit appellate court data for review and verifi
cation to the appropriate clerk of the appellate 
court in each state. This process also included 
followup by NCSP staff through telephone or letter 
:ontact with the state personnel. Finally, the 
format, content, and limitations of data tables 
have been reviewed and approved by the COSCA CSIS 
Connnittee, which guides the National Court Statis
tics Project. 

Limitations on use of data displayed 

The four major uses of court statistical data, 
as identified in the NCSP publication, State.Court 
Caseload Statistics: The State of the Art4 , are: 
(1) operational (aiding in the execution of routine 
day-to-day activities at the local level): (2) 
management (decision-making at the state or local 
level concerned with. improvement of the court 
process and system-wide efficiency in the use of 
court resources); (3) internal planning and re
search (goal setting and policy planning to estab
lish long-term programs and identify evolving 
problems); and (4) indirect court uses (decision
makl.ng by those outside the courts concerned with 
policy making or research about court operations). 
The various uses of court statistics require dif
fer:nt levels of detail and analysis, but .the 
aval.lability of detailed statistit's is depend'ent 
upon the statistical reporting system used at Ithe 
state or local level,. This annual report hasite
stricted its scope to the level of detail currently 
available from state-level reporting system·s. 

Opera tiOIla 1 decisions are made at the local 
level and require detailed information on a case-' 
~y-case basis. These decisions just be made daily 
and cannot be based upon year-end sunnnary statis
tics such as. those contained in'this 1978 report. 

Management decisions can be made at either the 
(\ st~te or local level and require aggregation of 

detailed ,. information used for operational deci
sions. Caseflow management data such as that 
needed to determine the status of the preparation 
of the record for appeal or to generate exception 
reports are gathered by .solJie state reporting sys
tems, but this kind of information is also case 
specific and too detailed to be compiled and used 
for .nationwide comparisons. In contrast, state
level summarif statistics are useful for manageme,nt 
purposes in~ areas such as., comparisons of time 
lapses in case processing to establish normEl' or 
guides; analyses to determine 'assignments of judges 
needed to r;lieve backlog; analyses to determine 

4U.S. Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, 
State Court Case load Statistics: The State of the 
Art (Washington, D. C.: U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1978). 
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the need for additional judges, support personnel, 
or fac'ilities; and linalyses to detennine if an in
termediate appellate cqurt should be created. 

In response to the recognized need for certain 
management data nationally, the 1978 Annual Report 
has concentrated on unifonnly classifying case load 
data and on compiling available case processing 
time data. Case load and case processing are major 
components of court workload, which the NCSP has 
defined to mean all court-related matters ·,that 
consume time and e,ffort (hence, purely administra
tive and ministerial functions are also included 
as workload).·.. Measurement of court workload per 
se. is not directly addressed in this report, but 
case load inventory data and data regarding the 
number of trials do provide partial indications of 
the extent of judicial act i vity. The data pre
sented in this report reflect the quantity of man
agement data now available from each stllte' s re
porting system in published and unpublished re
ports. 

Internal planning and research, as well as 
planning and research by those outside the court 
system, requir.a a much wider range of data and 
analysis than operational and management decisions. 
The information necessary for these purposes often 
includes not only an aggregation of data on case
load and caieflow, but also specific data regard
ing status of cases, as well as infonnation on 
court operations, judicial budgets, actions pri<;\r 
to filin~ a case, and actions after disposition 6~ 
a case. Of inter~p.t to some individuals within and' 
outside the court system are studies on a wide 
range of subjects, such as the effect and cost of 
litigation, i)bail availability and uniformity in
cluding. recognizance/lO% bail programs, the valid
ity of "case weighting tec1:miques, sentence dispar
ity' patterns, the effects of plea negotiation on 
caseloads, and the tmpact of legislation. To an
,swer these 'questions is, however, beyond the capa
bilities of most state or even local c:6~urt infor
mation systems. Basic infonnation on I~aseload and 
case flow is adequate for many other planning and 
research issues where the level of needed det~il 
is not as high. These latter kinds of issues in
clude, for example, case filing and disposition 
,trend,,, analysis, ,. caseload composition analysis, 
'analysis of reversal rates, time lapse analysis to 
establish norms and guides, and forecasting of 
case load volumes to determine resource and facili-

o 
ties needs. 

Because few states report data suitable for 
all kinds of planning and research purposes, and 
because most states report only certain types of 
data, the NCSP :i,pitially chose to include in the 
national series' only those kinds of data that 
either were already fairly widely available or 
could be made available without requl.rl.ng undue 
effort. Enough states reported trend data, case
load by category, number of reversals, and time
to-disposition data to. warrant ;inclusion of these 
topics ;tn this report, and some preliminary anal
yses can be maqe. "For those states not sUpplying 
basic qata, gaps and "not/clVailEi'ble" entries in the 
profiles and blank r.spaces ::'n the summary charts 
draw attention to the missing data. As these gaps 
.are filled in coming years, the annJ,1al report 
series can be expanded to include brQ.ader and more 
Bophisticate~..£Q~mpilations and analyses. 

Many currerlt variations" in court dat.a, as in
dicated by footnot!!s, must be considered before the 
sunnnary tables clln' be use'd to make comparisons 
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among courts or states. Variations that limit, .the 
comparability of the 1978 data include: court or
ganization, subject matter jurisdiction, case def
inition, completeness, accuracy, and reporting 
periods. These variations are discussed in broad 
terms below. 

Vari~tions in court organization 

In any comparison of court statistics among 
states, differences in court organization must be 
considered. For example, it should be kept in mind 
that during 1978: 

--Two states (Oklahoma and Texas) had two 
courts of last resort, (9uam has no court of last 
resort--its appeals go .. into the Federal system), 
while the remaining states had only one court of 
last resort. 

--Twenty-seven states had intermediate appel
late courts; four of these (Alabama, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Tennessee) had two intermediate ap
pellate courts. 

--The number of appellate judges per state 
(considering only full-time judges and not commis
sioners or temporary judges) varied from 0 to 69. 

--The number of different kinds of trial courts 
in a state ranged from 1 (in states with a unified 
court system) to 15. Four states (Idaho, Illinois, 
Iowa, South Dakota), the District of Columbia, and 
Guam have no limited jurisdiction trial courts. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction 

The subject matter jurisdiction of both appel
late and trial courts also varies widely among the 
states. For example, some states have a dual ap
pellate route--one for civil cases and one for 
criminal cases. The discretionary jurisdiction of 
a court of last ~esopt is directly related to the 
presence or absence of an intermediate appellate 
court. Courts of last resort in states with in
termediate appellate courts generally have wide 
discretion in determining the matters they will 
hear. Most appeals must "generally be heard as a 
matter .. of right by intermediate appellate courts 
and by coUrts of last resort in ,states without in-

. termediate appellate' courts (Virginia and West 
Virginia are exceptions). Caseload comparisons 
both between and among·· states that do not take 
variations in jurisdiction.1nto <1-ccount will not 
be valid. 

,The same kind of wide variation exists in the 
kinds ... of cases over which trial courts have juris
diction. For example, general jurisdiction courts 
in states with unified trial courts handle all 
cases from felonies to parking violations and from 
the largest 'Ci~ _a.-c:tions to small claims. Another 
stat.e's general IuIDafut..i(ln courts may have a 

.. criminal division that handl~\=oJlly felony matters 
.' (!jfter preliminary hearing in a~imited jurisdic

tion court;) and a civil division 1:~at handles no 
civil cases involving less than $lO,O~~. Similar
ly, some limited and special jurisdic'bion courts 
may ha:::.dle only small claims cases while &thers lOay 
try civil cases for amounts up to $300, ~OO~I In 
criminal matters, some limited jurisdiction co~rts 
accept only guilty pleas for traffic,and ordin~nce 
violation cases while others may try serious mis
demeanor casas or felony cases carrying" a maximum 
sentence ~f 5 years. In summary, when comparing 
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trial court statistics, the differences in juris
diction poth within and among states must be " 

l ' . f'l d I ., 1 h 1,/, comp a1.nt 1.S 1. e. n cr1.m1.na cases, owever., 
the two major units of count, are almost eve~{ly 
divided. Papel:' documents filed are the count /.:lnit examined. 

Variations in definitioris 

for all courts in 22 states and Guam, whiI~ the 
:;, number of defendants is the count un:i:tc..oior all 
i;l}ourts in 16 states and the District of~Columbia. 

Trial court case category defini~i6ns also vary 
Problems relating to definitions of courts' from state to state. Domestic /l:'.ilations may in-

statistical terms abound in both appellate and elude all family matters in somi/states while other 
trial courts. Published source documents general- states report only divorce ca:ies as domestic rela-
ly provide few, if any, definitions to assi.o;::'(:~in·--c<tions. Also, state statutes)! vary in the types of 
comparing statistics among states. Much'O\l the ct;\minal cases classified 8,'1 f~lonies or misdemean-
definition information used in preparation of this ors., .. Certain drug offense{; may b~ serious felonies 
report came from ancillary sources. in one-'~,.tate, but only ((misdeme~,hors in another 

Case definitions are often difficult to estab- ,state. B~,~ause such proM,ems e:i.j(si~ for these and 
lish for appellate courts. For example, some all other c~se categories, \l:he ca,~}J) categories used 
states do not distinguish an appeal from motions in this report are those th~,t seem most appropri-
or other procedural matters that consume minimal ate, given the data available.' 
time. Some states report total cases processed 
without any indication as to what types of pro
ceedings constitute the t'otal. Other states in
clude in their caseload only appeals that were de
cided on the merits. Some appellate courts include 
all original proceedings. while others report no 
original proceedings; therefore, their total case 
figures are not comparable. In addition, classi
fication of the same kind of proceeding varies from 
state to state. For example, habeas corpus may be 
listed as a separate category, or may be classifie9 
under any of three categories--appeals, original 
proceedings, or motions. 

To m1.n1.mize such classification problems in 
computing national caueload statistics, this report 
has defined an "appellate case" to include any ap
peal, original proceeding, request to appeal, or 
sentence review only case, and has placed each 
state's separable case data within these classifi
cations. The use of this broad defi~ition of 
"case" does not completely solve the problem of 
comparability. Comparison of judicial productivi~y 
among appellate courts requires that all cour'ts 
define cases in a similar manner. 

Trial courts show similar problems with case 
definitions. Figures A and B display the existing 
variation in civil case definitions and' criminal 
case units of count; respectively. These figures 
show tha!: the problem of case definition in trial 
courts is more acute on the criminal side. Forty
six states, Puerto Rico, and Guam, count civil 
cases in" all trial courts when the petition or 

o 

Variations in completeness and acctii'acy of data 
'~';:. 

Incomplete data and questionable'" accuracy of 
reported data have been a major concern to the 
staff of this project. As the appellate court 
summary tables show, the amount and type of data 
available (published and unpublished) had no common 
denominator, and very little consensus exists among 
states as to the appellate case categories that 
should be reported. Very few states consistently 
report the volume of appellate court data by case 
category and by filings, dispositions, and pending 
cases. 

Overall, the trial "courts wer,e more consistent 
in reporting 1978 data. During" the verification 
process, all states were requested to provide case
load breakdowns for civil, criminal, traffic, and 
juvenile case-,s in their trial courts. All states 
were able to provide some trial court data. For'ty
nine states, the Distrtct of Columbia, Guam, and 
Puerto Rico provided at least civil and criminal 
breakdowns for" total cases processed in genei:al 
jurisdiction courts for 1978. Only four states lind 
Guam reported no limited jurisdiction data. DJta 
were reported for 121 of the 175 limited jurisdic
tion courts. 

In order to produce the statistics contained 
in this report, a great deal of effort was,exyended 
by the National Court St'atistics Project staff in 
collecting missing data, whether from published or 

FIGURE A: Civil case definition, for state courts not using the filing of a petition or complaint 

State 

District of Columbia 
Minnesota 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 

Oklahoma 

Placed 
011 \) 

Calendar, 
"Superior Court 

Superior Court 
(Law Division and 
Chancery Division) 
and County COUl't 

Note 
of 

Issue 

All trial courts 

New Claim 
or 

Ancillary Proceeding 

Worker's Compensation 
Court 

No 
Consistent 
Definition 

All trial courts 
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FIGURE B: Criminal case unit of count, used by trial courts, by state 

Infonnation 
Infomation indictment, 

or or 
State Court indictment comElaint 

Alabama Circu it Court 
Alaska District Court 

All trial courts X 
Arizona Superior Court 

All other trial courts 
Arkansas Circuit Court X 

All other trial courts X 
California Superior Court 

All other trial courts 
District Court 

Connecticut 
Countl:: Court 
Superior Court 
Court of Coamon Pleas 

Delaware Superior Court 
All other trial courts 

District of Columbia SUEerior Court 
Florida All trial courts 
Guam X 
Georgia All trial courts 
Hawaii Circuit Court 

District Court 
Idaho District Court 

Illinois 
Masistrates Division 
Circuit Court X 

Indiana All trial courts X 
Iowa District Court X 
Kansas All trial courts X 
Kentuc~ All trial courts 
Louisiana District, Court 

All other trial courts X 
Maine All trial courts 
Maryland Circuit Court X 
aD District Court 
M.assach~Gott:;:·· Superior Court X 

All other trial courts X 
Michigan All . trial courts 
Minnesota All trial courts 
Mississil!Ei All trial courts X 
Missouri Circuit Court, Court of Common 

Pleas t and Magistrate Court X" 
St. Louis Court of Criminal 

Correction X 
Kontana District Court 
Nebraska District Court 

County Court X 
Municipal Courl 

Nevada District Court 
New Ham shire All trial courts 
New Jersey Superior Court Law Division 

and County Court X 
All other trial courts X 

New Mexico District Court 
" Maaistrate Court X 

Neff York Supreme Court and County Court 
"All other trial courts 

North Carolina All trial courts 
North Dakota All trial courts 
Ohio All trial ,court 
Oklahoma District Court X 
Oregon All trial courts 
Pennsylvania Court of Common PleBS and 

" Philadelphia Municiipal Court 
District justice Court \1 

Puerto Rico All trial courts \ Rhode bland Superior Court X 
All other trial courts )) X 

South Carolina All trial courts X ~ y_. 
South Dakota Circuit Court X 
Tennessee All trial courts X 
Texas District Court and Criminal 

District, Court 
All other trial courts 

Utah All trial courts X 
Vermont Superior Court X 

District Court /}x 

Virginia All trial courta 
Washington Superior Court 

All other trial courts 
West .Virginia All trial courts X 
Wisconsin Circuit Court and County Court X 

Municipal Justice Court X 
Wyoming District Court X 

" 
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ancillary sources, in defining terminology, and in --Comparison of caseloads in which data are 
identifying categories in which cases should be missing. All footnotes on the data are essential 
placed. In other words, data contained in this and should bp. observed, especially those describing 
report cannot be replicated solely from available incomplete 'cl;ta or case definitions. 
published material. Even after this extensive --Comparison of volume of pending cases or pro-
data-gathering effort, large gaps remain in the portion of pending cases to filed cases across all 
data collected. states (courts). The point of filing may differ 

Extensive effort was required to validate NCSP greatly (notice of appeal or submission in appel-
classification of data provided by the states and late courts; petition filed or note of issue for 
to avoid further distortion of any data received. civil cases) and this may affect the size of the 
The National Court Statistics Project staff made pending caseload. Differences in the starting and 
no attempt to assess the underlying validity or ending points of the court year" may also affect 
accuracy of the data received from the states. this measure. 
For example, the published cumulative case statis- --Comparison of volume of small claims cases 
tics for appellate courts or for trial courts fre:::.=---. across all states {courts). The limits on the 
quently did not balance with reported totals with- ------ 'b:.Jounts involved in small claims cases varies from 
in each category. Such discrepancies were seldom state to state, and in some states from court to 
footnoted or explained in published state re- court. 
ports. These discrepancies are, however,: foot- Nor should national totals be used inappropri-
noted in the court statistical profiles in Part II ately. Data have been ~ggregated in order to make 
of this report. rough estimates of overall national totals for this 

Variations in reporting periods 

As indicated on profile headings and in Figure 
C, most states report data by calendar year; many 
report by fiscal year, however, and a few report 
'appellate court data by court term. Therefore, 
the time spans covered in this report are not al
ways directly comparable. 

Although dates included in this report cover 
reporting periods of approximately uniform length, 
the starting and ending dates for the reporting 
periods vary both within and among states. Dif
ferences in reporting periods have little effElct 
on cumulative data elements such as filing and 
dispositions since no matter when the reporting 
per.iod began and ended, the data cover one comp
lete year. Pending data are greatly affected, 
though, since they represent a "snapsh,.,t" in time 
and can vary great~y depending on when that snap
shot was taken. Figure C displays the actual re
porting periods for all courts not using the cal
endar year for the reporting period. 

Limitations on analysis 

The many variations outlined above make it im
perative that infonnation for all courts be care
fully examined before comparisons are made. 

Some types of analysis are not justified, given 
the problems of comparability. These include, but 
are not limited to, the following: 

--Comparison of disposition rates. Jurisdic
tions may have varying rules or procedures for 
purging cases that have been dorraant. 

--Comparison of volume data across all states 
(courts). Even at the NCSP category level, dif-

, ferences exist in cases included, e.g.! courts may 
"",-,,~. or may not include administratively handled, probate 

-=mai:1:ers with those that are judicially handled. 
--Comparison of caseload per judge across all 

states (cou-r;ts). The differences in definitions 
imd subject matter jurisdiction mean that caseload 
per judge is not a "clean" measure of productivity. 

--Comparison,. of volume of juvenile c'ases across 
'all states (courts). The statutory age when a ju
venile becomes an adult varies. 0 This, variation 
affects the volume of both juvenile filings and 
aduit criminal filings. 

report, but this has been ,done without regard t.O 
definitions of case categories and units of count. 
National aggregations really have little meaning 
at this time. The national estimates contained in 
this report should be viewed only as gross, "ball
park" estimates, and not as representing the exact 
volume of cases, in state courts. 

Despite the list of analyses that should not 
be performed, the dat;:t do have significant analy
sis potential. The central purpos'e of this report 
is to record the data nationwide, but some compar
isons and analyses can be done. A few examples are 
as follows: 

--Comparison of t{;Ue to decision in appellate 
courts. These comparisons can be made from Table 
10 for courts at the same level that use the same 
event for the start of the time interval. 

--Comparison of the proportion of trial s for 
felony cases. These comparisons can be made' from 
Table 40 for trial courts that have similar units 
of count and trial definitions a'hd that report 
trial data for felonies or felonies and appea)'fs, 

--Comparison of the volume of tort acVions. 
These comparisons can be made from Table 21 for 
states reporting tort data for ail courts handling 
tort actions in that state (that is, those that 
have no footnote "p") and that use the same case 
definiti~~. 

--Comparison of the proportion of total civil 
to total criminal filings. These comparisons can 
be made from Tables 18 and' 30, but it is necessary 
for the courts in compared states to report com
plete data (no footnote "i" or "p"), and to use the 
same civi 1 case definition and criminal case unit 
of count. 

--Comparison within a ,state of the number of 
filings in the court of last resort with the nu~ber 
in the intermediate appellate court. These com
parisons can be mgde from Table 2 for states when 
both courts report complete da'ta (no footnote "i" 
or "p"). 

--Comparison of totaL volume of civil caSeS in 
trial courts. These comparisons can be made from 
Table 18 for states that use the filing of the 
pet~t~on, or complaint as the point at which the 
case begins (those that have footnote "I" on the 
court title) {lnd that report complete filings for 
all courts handling civil cases (no footnote "i" 
or "p"). 

Other ocomparisonS' for management purposes can 
be made with data in this report. Comparisons 
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FIGURE C: Reporting periods for state courts, not using calendar year 1978 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------______ 0. _____ --------___________________ _ 

Reporting Period 

State --------iloilii=-----------------;iOilii~-----------------9/o1/ii~--------------l%l/ii:------------2/3Ii8~---
Afibima------------------~~L~~LI~------------------IL~~L~----------------_~L~~~~ ________________ ~L!~LI~ _____________ ~L~LI~ ___ _ 
California All courts All appellate courts 
Colorado All courts 
Connecticut All courts 
Delaware All courts Georgfi-------------i\Ilcourts-------------------------------------------------------------__________________ _ 
Hawaii All courts 
Kansas All courts 
Maine Administrative Court 
~~~r!~~_____ All courts 
Massachusetts-----Xffitriaf-courtS--------------------------------AIf-appeffatecoourrs-----------------------------------------
Michigan All courts but Court of Appeals 
mssour! All courts 
Montana All trial courts 
Nebraski------------workffienoslCOmpensatIon--------------------------Su?rem;-Courr-----------------------------------------------

Court 
New Hampshire All other trial courts Supreme Court and 

Superior Court 
New Jersey All courts 
North Carolina 
Puerto Rico All coiJrts Supreme Court 
RhodcIsliiid-------------------------------------------------------SupremeCourt-------------------
South Carolina All trial courts but 

Magistrate Court 
South Dakota Circuit Court 
Utah All but Supreme Court 

and Juvenile Court 
Vermont All courts 
1!.!~~~1!~!l!... ________ 2~~~~'!!~_<2~~~ _______________________________________________________________________________ _ 

among courts and states of the volume of cases per 
judge, the number of trials per judge, the time to 
process criminal cases, or the relative increases 
in case filings can be useful for specific courts. 
As previously discussed, careful examination must 
be made of the variations in court organization, 
jurisdiction, and definitions. 

Continuing development of the series 

The Annual Report series is an evolving prod
uct. It is anticipated that additions and refine
ments will be made to successive volumes in the 
series. Between 1975 and 1976, the amount of data 
contained in the report was greatly increased by 
the inclusion of data from all special and limited 
jurisdiction courts. This trend continued in 1977 
and 1978. 

It is important to the long-term improvement 
of the statisticl,ll series that these early volumes 
in the series be circulated widely enough to en-:_ 
courage reader/user ideas and commentary, and thab"/' 
they be "used as a vehicle for developing solutions 
to problems encountered during the statistical 
series production process. As each successive 
volume is published, the NCSP can consider the 
feedback subsequently received from users of the 
documents, thereby further enhancing succeeding 
volumes. During this process, the a~ailability to 
future researchers of successive-year data compi
lations will preserye complete time series infor
mation. The drawbacks occasioned by limltations 
in data currently available are greatly outweighed 
by the importance of having data" available for all 
years in' the continuing statistical series. 

The type and depth cif analysis considered by 
the NC_SP tob'e':.'omeaningful, given the quality and 
completeness :of the data, have been outlined above. 

'\ .. 

More ~~,alysis could be performed on the 197il data 
than dn the 1975 or 1976 data. Still more e~ten~ 
sive changes are made in 1978 and will be included 
in succeeding volumes of the annual report series 
to improve its analytical potential. As more is 
learned about the quality of the data, more speci
fic suggestions will·be given for their proper use, 
along with warnings to help avoid their abuse. 
Each year the text of the report will be revised, 
progressively improving its readability. 

In order to improve the quality of data con
tained in future volumes of the Annual Report 
series, the NCSP staff and COSCA eSIS Committee 
will consider the feasibility of conducting audits 
of selecte,d data from particular courts. It is 
anticipated that the combination of these "mini
audits" and technical assistance (the latter by 
NCSP and State Judicial Information Systems (SJIS) 
project staff to states requesting an assessment 
of and assistance in improving their statistical 
report systems) will systematically improve the 
validity and reliability of the data contained in 
the Annual Report series. 

As states gradually increase the quantity and 
quality of "data available to the NCSP, the prob
lems presently caused by the incomplete nature of 
the data will decrease. Progressive improvements 
should be apparent ,to the reader of successive 
volumes in the series. 

Future analysis will not only describe court 
systems as they exist at the present time, but also 
will predict where they are going. The purpose 
will be to identify exioting or develQping prob
lems and suggest solutions. Research proposed by 
the NCSP is not anticipated to be eXhaustive, but 
will concentrate on those questions considered to 
be of greatest interest and importance to the 
courts and research communities. 

) 
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Dynamics of improvement 

Ideas and suggestions for improvement of this 
state court caseload statistical series have come 
from many sources, and have provided the c reat ive 
stimulus needed to assess current NCSP efforts 
~onstructively and to map future directions. 

Continuation of evolutionary improvement in 
this statistical series rests, ultimately, upon the 
ability of the NCSP to maintain a productive dia;:
logue and flow of ideas among the producer-com
pilers of the annual report, its data sources, and 
its end users. Much improvement in state court 
statistics bas already been achieved, but much re
mains to be done. 

Because of their importance and potential im
pact for improving the' national statistical series 
on caseloads, the Model Annual Report and Mocel 
Statistical Dictionary need to be briefly de
scribed. 

During compilation of the NCSP State of the Art 
and the 1975 Annual Report, a staggering classifi
cation problem resulted from the multitude of terms 
being used by the states to report their caseloads. 
The need for both a mod~l annual report and a sta.
tis tical dictionary of terms for court usage became 
obvious. In response, an effort was launched dur
ing the 1976 Annual Report production cycle to de
velop these documents. They are to be used as 
tools to assist the states in improving their sta
tistics. Such improvement should eventually be 
reflected in future annual reports. 

The State Court Model Annual Report is a flex
ible working outline of critically needed, basic 
management data that sboul~, as a minimum, be in
cluded in state court annual reports. The model 
identifies the kinds of data and the types of dis
play needed for caseload and other management. The 
State Co'urt Model Statistical Dictionarr is a 'com
panion document which provides a common terminol
ogy, definicion, and uS'age for reporting civil, 
criminal, traffic, juvenile, and appellate case load 
inventory as presented in the model annual report. 
The classification structure and de~initi~ns serve 
as models of preferred terminology and meanings for 
purposes of statewide and national comparison. The 
structure in the first edition of the dj,ctionary 
covers those data elements essential ( . .Eor classify
ing court case load inventory and manner of dispo,;.. 
sition. 

'.' 
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Both of these documents must; be viewed as a 
logical first step in ,promoting comparable court 
statistics. They were not available to states in 
time to affect their reporting systems or the na
tional-level 1976 annual report, and will not af
fect state production of data for the 1977 through 
1979 annual reports (because states have already 
completed the collection of data for these years). 
Even so, some effects will be noticeable in each 
succeeding national-level annual report. 

Future versions of the model annual report and 
model statistical dictionary will consider devel
opment qf finer levels of detail, expansion of the 
classification structure, and addition of other 
significant information. 

The State Court Organization, 1980 is also re
lated to the annual report ,in that it contains the 
types of organizational information most often 
sought by court administrators and researchers. 

The NCSP technical assistance effort also is 
interwoven with the annual report national statis
tical series. This is accomplished by helping 
states adopt the suggestions"~\in the model annual 
report and modeJ statistical dictionary and by 
proactive identification of particular state sys
tems that could benefit from technical assistance 
directed at helping resolve existing methodological 
problems of classification structure, terminology, 
definition of local data-reporting procedures, and 
data handling/transformation procedures. To the 
extent that such technical assistance suggestions 
are adopted, individual states directly benefit and 
the annual report national statistical series in
directly benefits. 

The p~ocess of building toward meanin'gful st;a
tistics takes time. ~oncurrent with expanding and 
refining the annual report national statistical 
series, tbe NCSP effort must encourage movement 
toward quality and precision in state court sf;a
tistics. The necessarily long-term ,nature of tlis 
evolutionarf process will contribute greatly" to 
year-to-ye:lr improvements and enhancements of ,ihe 
statistical series. Given the complexity of the 
problems being faced, building toward comparabil
ity, quality, assurance, and appropriate detail ;is 
a necessary incremental process. It is in this 
light that the NCSP presents the data and analysis 
contained in the Annual Report, 1978. 

J ;/ 

Part I 
1978 State court caseload 
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Part I 
1978 State cout1 caseload summary statistics 

The summary tables in Part I display the 1978 
caseflow of appellate courts and trial courts for 
the 50 st~tes, the District of Columbia, Guam, and 
Puerto Rico. 

Measures of analysis used on summary tables 

Several devices are used in the summary tables 
for analyzing the caseload data. The measures 

. selected for use in the tables vary according to 
'the data being analyzed. A brief explanation of 
each measure and its use in describing the court's 
case load will be given. 

,1 

Disposed ~s a percent of filed. rhis measure 
represents the percent of the number of filed 
cases that the court was able to dispose. The 
percent is computed by dividing the number of 
cases filed by the number disposed and then multi
plying by one hundred. A percent Over one hundred 
indicates" that the court disposed more cases than 
were filed, thus reducing' pending caseload. A 
percent significantly less than one hundred indi
cates that the court is not keeping up with the 
volume of cases being filed. This measure was not 
computed if the number- of 'cases filed was less 
than ten or' if the qtian!= ity of missing data (in
dicated by "i" or "p" - footnotes) made it inappro
priate. 

End pending as a percent of filed. This 
figure gives the percent of the number of filed 
cases that were pending a,t the end of the year. 
This measure is computed by dividing the number of 
cases pending at the end of the year by the number 
of cases filed and then mUltiplying by one hundred. 
A value" of one hundred percent indicates that \' the 
number of cases pending at the end of the year was 
equal to the number of cases filed "during the year. 
A value higher than one hundred percent indicates 
a pending caseload" larger than cases filed, while 
a value lower than one hundred percent indicates a 
pending case lead sjllaller than t;.J1e number of cases 
filed. We expect this number to be low for caSe 
types such as traffic that have relatively quick 

eisposition times,but it will be larger for torts 
and other case types that usually take longer to 
proce~s. This percent was not computed if the 
number of·, cases filed was less than ten or if the 
quantity of missing data (indicated by "i" or "p" 
footnotes) made i'I: inll-ppropriate. 

Number '-change in pendi'hg caseload. This number 
gives the net increase or decrease in pending"case
load for" the court.year by, subtracting the number 
of cases pending at the beginning " of the year from 
the number of cases pending at the end of the year. 
A~ alternative, to this calculation, subtracting the 
number diflPosed frorn the number filed , was used 
when pending data were not available or incomplete. 
When this alternate formula was used, the result
ing number was enclosed in parentheses. A positive 

Preceding page blank 

number indicates that the pending case load , in
creased during the year while a negative number 
indicates that the pendi.nE.'qaseload was reduced in 
size. Thus, a large negative change in pending 
indicates that the court is keeping the caseflow 
current, while a large positive change in pending 
would indicate that the court has not kept pace 
with its filings. 

Percent change in pending case load. This per
centage indicates the change in pending' cases rel
ative to the number of cases pending at the begin
ning of the year, and is obtained by dividing the 
number change in pend ing caseload .by the number of 
cast:s pending at the beginning of tha year and 
then mult,iplying by one hundred. (This figure 
cannot be calculated ,if the alternative formula 
described above was used to calculate the number 
change 'in the pending caseload.) A high negative 
percen.t indicates that the court reduced its pend
ing caseload significantly, while a high positive 
percent indicates that the pending caseload in
creased significantly. This measure was not com
puted if the number of beginning pending cases was 
less than ten or if the jurisdiction of the court 
changed significantly during the year. 

Filed per unit of population. The unit of 
state population used on all court caseflow charts 
is 100,000. This measure compensates for varia
tions in state population and gives a more realis
tic basis for comparison of case loads among states 
of various sizes. If the number of filings was 
not avail~ble or was not complete (indicated by an 
"ill footnote) but the number of dispositions was 
available, ,the number of cases disposed per unit 
of population was entered in: this column in place 
of the number of cases filed per population uri':it, 
and the use of this alt~rnative quantity was in
dicated by enclosing it in parentheses. Population 
figures used in the criminal tables represent the 
l8-year-old-plus state population. The number un
der 18 was used for the juvenile tables. If all 
other factors (court jurisdiction, case definition, 
etc.) are similar, the fited per unit of population 
stut'ist,j.c. will permit direct comp'arisons among 
states of the number of filed cases. For civil 
cases in trial courts, this measure will indicate, 
among other things, the propensity to litigate 
among the citizens in a given state. 

Disposed and end pe.nding per unit of. popula
tion. These measures are displayed in appellate 
court tables, with 100,000 as the unit of pqpula
t'ion. If all other factors (court jurisdiction, 
disc'~etionary jurisdiction, case definition, etc.) 
are similar, ,the disposed and end pending per 
100,000 population statistics permit direct com-' 
pari sons among states of the number of disposed 
and end pending cas'es. 

Filed and diSposed per judge. I These measures 
are displayed in appellate court tables. If all 
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other fac tors (court jurisdiction, discretionary \~, 
jurisdiction, case definition, panels in the court, 
etc.) are similar, these measures will permit com
parison of case load per judge. 

The necessity for caution when making any com
parisons among states must be repeated. This warn
ing holds true especially for comparisons using any 
of the above measures. 

Appellate court summary statistics 

several variables, including whether or not state 
statutes require that collateral attacks on crimi
nal convictions, be filed originally in the trial 
court or in the appellate court. 

Another variation in appellate court jurisdic
tion is in the amount of discretion in jurisdiction 
granted to the court. The amount of time "needed 
to decide whether or not to hear a discretionary 
appeal is usually much less than the tii! required 
to hear a mandatory appeal case. The o<tdinary ap
peal of right, however, is g~nerally less compiex 
to decide than an appeal allowed after tj1e exer-

In this section, tables are presented to show cise of discretionary jurisdiction. These varia-
the caseload and caseflow of appellate courts in tions in jurisdiction make caseload comparisi;hs 
1977. Appellate courts are subdivided into courts among appellate courts extremely difficult. ;r 
of last resort (the final court of appeal wi thin a The, second major variation in appellate ~ourt 
particular state) and intermediate appellate courts data arises in the classification of cases/I The 
(courts whose primary work is the disposition of types of actions included as filings may i~volve 
initial appeals received from trial courts of gen- time spans that vary from a few minutes to several 
eral jurisdiction or administrative agencies, and months of judge time. Original jurisdiction cases 
whose decisions are usually subject to appeal or and reqgF.lsts for leave to appeal generally require 
review by a court of last resort within a given le~s,;; judge time than appeals, while appeals of 
state). For purposes of data presentation in some r~~it are less complex and less"time-consuming than 
tables, the courts of last resort have been divid- (f"'ap~',eals, allowed through discretionary jurisdiction. 
e~ fu:ther i~to courts of last resort in states« M~'::1.( .~J~: the proble~s in. comparability re.sult from 
w~th ~ntermed~ate appellate courts and courts of\,. the "Var~ous ways ~n wh~ch courts class~fy these 
last resort in states without intermediate appel- "";?-ifferent types of case,s. Some courts report only 
late courts. All appellate courts reported at ~otal fil~ngs with no indication. as to the types 
least some case load data. /of cases ~ncluded or the proport~on of t.he case-

Data presented in the following tables were (I load each type accounts for. Other cou.rts report 
<;})" 'l,iled from all data that were available, both II only what they have designated as appeals. Still 
rt'l'anhual reports and in unpublished data provided ~ othdr courts classify all types of cases by case 
by individual appellate court clerks and state ~eegory. Often definitions are not given for the 
court administrators. Therefore, these data can- case categories. The types of cases classified as 
not be found in published annual reports alone. appeals present a difficult problem. Requests for 
The sources of data from each court are shown in bail pending appeal, requests for delayed appeal, 
the individual court pr::>file::; in Part II and in and petitions to stay .the low~ir court ruling pend-
Appendix A. ing appeal generally are not considered appeals, 

,). Three factors prevent comparability from state but are counted as such in some courts., The ap-

1 to state of these appellate court caseload data. peals case load will be inflated in these states. 
, These are variations in court jurisdiction, varia- Comparison of appellate caseload is difficult be-

, tions in case classification, and variations in the cause of these kinds of variations in the classi-
way cases are counted. fication of the cases being counted" 

Major variation from state to state in court The final variation in appellate cqurt case 
jurisdiction among appellate courts results from data results from differences in when cases are 
the kind and amount of discretionary jurisdiction counted and how they are counted. Some courts 
over ,initial appeals granted to courts of last re- count cases a\l soon as the notice of appeal is 
sort and to intermediate appellate courts. States filed while others count them at a later event, 
having both levels of appell'ate courts generally such a's the filing of the record or the filing of 
direct the more difficult appeals' to the court of the appellant I s brief. The latter method will ex-
last resort', but these are not necessarily the same clude those cases that are withdrawn before' the 
types of cases in every state. Simil:'arly, trial counting point. Courts may inflate or deflate 
courts of general jurisdiction in !lOme states have their caseload by the way th~y count appeals of 
incidental appellate jurisdiction. These cO,urts criminal convictions for two or 11)ore defendants, 
may receive a large portion of "the initial appeals, by whether cross appeals are counted as s~parate 
while other states that do not assign appellate cases, and by the way they count appeals granted 
jurisdiction to general jurisd:i.ction cour.ts will through discretionary j~risdictior.. Courts with 
have all of their appeals heard in the appellate discretionary jurisdiction sometimes report the 
courts. In these states the appellate courts will total number of cases filed without distinguishing 
have a much higher filing rate, but not necessaril~ between mandatory and discretionary jurisQiction 

"more workload than in those states where appeals cases; or they separate m~mdatory and dillcretion-
are heard in general jurisdiction courts. ary cases fried bllt do not.. indicate the number of 

These differences in appellate jurisdiction " =equests for discretionary review granted; or they 
mean that the types of appellate cases will vary provide separate data foX; mandatory cases, dis-
from state to state and that the types of iS"sues cretionary jurisdiction granted, and discretionary 
presented will also vary in complexity. For exam- jurisdiction denied; or they combine mandatory 
pIe, criminal appeals may require less judge time jucfsdiction cases and cases accepted for review, 
than civil appeals, but the proportion qf criminal but report separately the total number of peti-
appeals heard in any level of court is not the same ':. tions for review filed, resulting in double count- !!. 
in all states. "Another example is found in the ing of granted' petitions for review. 
number of original jurisdiction cases. The number 11;1 trying to dea,l with these many variatiorts 
of and time consumed by t,hese cases is affected by in case d'ata, the Natronal Court Statistics Project 

i' 

has presented as much information as possible about 
the caseload. The jUrisdiction of each court is 
outlined briefly in the court system chart for each 
state located in Part II of this report. Alsd l 
presented in each court statistical profile in Part 
II is any available information about case category 
clu'ssification or how and when cases are counted. 

,Because the deciding of appeals is the primary 
'l:'t,nction of the appellate courts," data on appeals 
shOUld be separated from data on procedural mat
ters. Unfortunately, data on appeals were not re
ported by states in sufficient detail to separate 
all appellate caseloads into categories. In the 
detailed caseload tables (Tables 3 and 4) appeals 
have been distinguished from original proceedings, 
requests to appeal, and sentence review only cases, 
for courts of last resort and for intermediate ap-

\) 
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pellate courts whenever such data were available. 
Even so, the significant differences in the defin
ition and classification of cases in appellate 
courts have led the NCSP staff to define appellate 
case load to include as I c<lses I any appeal, any 
original proceeding, any request to appeal, or any 
sentence review only case. 

The appellate tables that follow (Numbers 1 
through 13) are sequenced from the presentation of 
gener-al data to more specific analytical tables. 
The tables present general caseload, various anal
yses of caseload, civil and criminal break-downs, 
and time-to-disIJosition of appeals. The 1(;;,,; two 
tables (Tables 12 and 13) present lO-yeart'ren.:"·" 
in filings for those states reporting total ca~_' 
data for 5 or more years, as well as the number and 
percent change in filings for these courts. 
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TABLE 1: Reported and estimated national caseload for courts of last resort, intermediate appellate 
courts, and all appellate courts, 1978. , 
Estimated cases per judge and per 100,000 population 

Reported end estlm.ted c.sef lo~ 

All oppell.te courts 

Reported clIses •••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• , ••••••••• 
NUnDer of st.tes reporting complete dot ••••••••••••••• 
Percent ,of popul.tlon represented by c~lete d.t. 
Estimated nlltlonef totllls •••••••••••••• ".--..::., ••••••••••• 

\'v ", 

Beginning 
pending 

51,318 
32 
43% 

Filed 

145,998 

4J 
68% 

149,500 

End 
Disposed pending 

132,795 55,831 
44 33 
76% 44% 

146,000' 

53,657 50,792 
42 55 

21,028 
35 

Courts of last resort . r~( .......... ~ 
~eported cases ........................... .. J' ... . ":)') .""-·"-,,,-,,----::18:-,-=6"54:---...:..--==-=------===------===---
N~inber of states ("aport I ng tomp lete datlJ ••• it ...... ,.. ~~~. 34 
Percent of poPul~tlon represented by comp',let~'dot __ -!/ ',) ~~"'c 51% 
Percent of vlIrlance explllined (R2) •••••••••••••••••••• 

Estlm.!:lted national totals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I ntermedl.te appell.te courts 

Reported cases ••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Number of states reporting complete dat~ •••••••••••••• 
Percent of popul.tlon represented by complete d.t. 
Percent of variance explained (R2:jl •••••••••••••••••••• 

"Estlmated natIonal totals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estlm.ted c.ses per judge 

All oppell.te courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Courts of last resort •••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 
Intel-medIate appellate courts ......................... . 

i' 

Estlm.ted c.ses per 100,000 PopUI.tiO~ 

All 'ppell.te courts •••••••••••••• ;-••••••••••••••••••• 
Courts of last resort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Intermediate appellate courtS ••••• I~ ••••••••••••••••••• , 

32,664 
19 
52% 

66% 
!lJI_., 

57, OG'~~.---~ 
\ ) 
>,( 

92,341 
25 
64% 
99% 

92,500 

172 
165 
178 

67 
25 
51 

80% 52% 
98% 

54,000 

82,003 34,803 
25 '2 19 

91% 52% 
99% 

92,000 

168 
156 
177 

66 
24 
50 

Note: The only d.t. Included Ir, this t.ble .re those from the 50 st.tes .nd the District of Columbl.. D.t. from Pue~ Rico .re not Included 
In this table. For Inclusion on this table, • case Is .ny appe.I, .ny orl,9In~,1 proceeding, or .ny request to ;,ppe.l. To .scert.ln the 
st.tes til.t reported dot. In any c.tegory, refer to T.ble 2. 

Reported C.SI!S: 
The reported cases figures cont.ln all d.t. reported for .ny appell.te court In the 50 st.tes .nd the District of ColunDl., whether or 

not the d.t. were complete. These figures are different from those given on T.bles 2, 3, .nd 4 since tot.1 figures reported on 
those tables Include complete dot. only, .nd Include the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico. 

Number, of st.tes reporting camp lete d.!.: ~ 

The number of st.tes th.t reported c'anplete dot. for th.t type of court, th.t .Is, data that did not have foatnotes "I" or "p" 
.tt~ched. AU 50 st.tes and the Dr"trlct "f Columbl. h.ve courts of last resort. Only 27 st.tes hi.d Intermediate appell.te courts 
durl ng 1978. 

Percent of popu I.tlon represented: 
'st.te popul.tlon figures used for .11 appell~te courts "nd courts of I.st resort .re from the r""lsed 1978 Bureau of Census estlm.tes 

and total 222,093,000 f«) the 50 st.tes .nd the District of Columbl.. Bure.u of Census estl""tes for the popUI.tlo~ I~ the 27 
st.tes with Intermedl.te appell.te courts In 1978 totaled 182,216,000. The percent of popul.tlon represented for each caseflow 
c.tegory I.s b.sed on the .pproprl.te tot. I population figure. 

Estlinated natlp,n.1 tot. I s: 
Estimated o.tlon.1 totals for 1978 are the cumul.tlve tot.ls of .11 reported dot. that were complete plus the estimated dot. for e.ch 

st.te not reporting complete dot •• The procedure used to estlm.te Incanplete or ml~slng dot. Is discussed In Appe~dlx A of this 
volume. 

Estlm.ted c.ses per'~udge: 
There were 867 judges .sslgoed to .ppell.te courts In'1978: 346 I~ courts of last resort, .nd 521 In lotermedl.te appell.te Courts. 

Tho estlm.ted nUnDer of coses 10 oach of ,the categories w.s divided by the nUnDer of judges serving th.t level of court. 
Estlm.ted cases per 100,000 pilpul.tlon: 

Estimated cases per 100,000 popul.tlon Were calCUI'bted by dividing the estlm.ted ~.tlon.1 tot.ls by.the .ppraprl.te popul.tlon figure, 
2220.93 for ." appellate courts and court. of lost resort', .nd 1822.16 for Intermedl.te appell.te courts. 

o 
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TABLE 2: Reported appellate court case load for courts of last resort, intermediate appellate courts, and all appellate courts, 1978. 
Number and percent change in pending. Number of courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts. Number of judges in each appellate court. 
State population. Reported national totals with number of states reporting and percent of population represented 

st.te 

Alab.m<:--STATE TOTAL ••••••• 

Court of Civil App~als ••• 
Court of Crlmln.1 Appe.ls 

AI~ska ....................... . 
ArIzona .................... .. 

ArkansZ!ls ......... • ~ ............ . 

C.llfornl a ............... .. 

COlor.do ........... " ...... . 
ConnectIcut ................. . 

De) aware •••• ~ ................... . 
~istrict of Columbl a ...... . 
florid .................... . 
Georgi ................... .. 
Haw.II ................... .. 
Id.ho •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Illinois .................. . 
Indlanl!l •••••••••••••••••••• 

lowZ!l ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
K:Z!lnsas ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ker.tucky ••••••••••••••••••• 
LoutslZ!lne .................. . 

Maine •••••••••••••••••••••• 
M.ryl.nd .................. . 
Massl!lchusetts •••••• : •••••••• 
Mlchlg.n ................. .. 
MInnesota ................. .. 

Mississippi .............. .. 
MIssouri ••••••••••••••••••• 

MontanZl •••••••••••••••••••• 
NebrZ!lska ••••••••••••••••••• 

NevZ!lda ••••••••••••••••••••• 

New H.npshlre ............. . 
New Jersey_ •••••••••••••••• 

New Mexico ••••••••••••••••• 
New York--STATE TOTAL ...... 

Appell.te 01 visions of 
the Supre"" Court ..... 

Appe Ilote Terms of the 
Supreme Court •••••• _ .. .. 

North Carol In ............ .. 
. North Oakot ......... , .... .. 
Chlo ..................... .. 
Ok I.homa--STATE TOTAL .... .. 

Suprel'l9 Court .......... . 
Court of Crlmln.1 
Appe.ls·· ................ . 

Oregon" .... 'It .............. .o ••• .o". 

Pennsy I van I.-STATE TOTAL .. . 
Superior Court ........... . 
Conmonwe.lth Court ...... . 

Puerto R t co .......... .... .o ' ....... .. 

Rhode Isl.nd ............... . 

o 

Court of I.st resort I nter""dl ate appi.X I.te courts 

\
ri----------~C~h-.n-~--I~n--

A II appe II ate courts . Number of 
H courts --==-=-::--

Number of 
Judges 

Beginning 
pending 

o 

554 
165 
350 

374 
4871 

287 
1.161 
1,.119 

463 
469 
369 
150 
846 
3581 

214 

411 
13 

697 

556 
192 

Ols- End 
Filed posed pend1 ng 

667 (55)e 667 55)e 0 

630 560 
"1.111 1.065 

584 657 
4.0121(273)e 3.7061 (273)e 

854 893 
474 1 418 

361 319 
1.305 

Ii 2,740 
1.506 

374 
340 

1.367 
2,~94 

(113)e 1.530 

187 
301 

<l13)e 

624 
211 
277 

1.109 
1.363 

670 
508 

1.250 <l65)e 1.246 (185)e 383 
466 ( 29)el" 507 (29)el 109 

1.490 ( 16)e 1.445 (i6)e 880 
1561( 14)e 402 (,14)e 224 
771 (134)e 73sJ(134}e 249 

2.405 (472}e 2.645 (472)e 
422 538 CO 295 
585 (92}e 57ok'( 92}e 28 

4761 

1.636 ( 92}e 1.487 (92)e 850 
1.117 ("Ile 6B8 ( Ile 431 

774 892 438 
615 676 131 

Change In 
pending 

Num- Per-

ber cent 

o 

70 13 
46 28 

-73 -21 
006) 
'" 
-39" -10 
1211 25 1 

42 15 
-52 
244 

(-24) 

-5 

22 

187 39 
39 
14 

-41 -27 
32 

35 16 
(-240) 

-116 -28 
15 115 

153 22 

,-118 -21 

Beginning 
pending \ 

pending 
Ols- End Num- Per-

Filed posed \ pend I ng bel" cent 

68S 
140 
548 

1.273 
361 
912 

1.164 
346 
838 

1.528 2.183 2.229 

5.163.1 12.337 13.211 

1.001 884 1.119 

o 

3.913 
752 

92 
385 

1.141 
909 

9.563 
2.000 

9.692 

4.411 4.472 
896 847 
370k 384 
792 465 

1.571 1.736 
2.386 2.378 

'-,~, // 
f; .. "!drr 

155 
622 

1.482 

5.5231 

1.002 

,0 

3.852 
, 8CI 

78 
712 
976 
917 

153 1.644(21)e j .685(21}e 112 
1.050 1.020 
,.248 4.937 

89 1.3 
15 II 
74 14 

-46 

(-874) 

118 

H29) 
o 

-61 
49 

-14 
327,' 

-165' 

-41 
DO} 

(.3111 

-3 

13 

-2 ' 

-15 
85 

-14 

-27 

Beginning 
pending 

688 

554 
1.693 

,.350 
5.1631p 

1.258 
4871 

287 
1.161 
1.119P 

aP 
483 
469 ' 

4.282 
902 
940 
7431 

1.35, 
909P 

~~I·I 
~)<. 

Ols-
Filed posed 

1.940 1.851 

630 560 
3.294 3.294 

584 657 
16.349r.., 16.9171 

1.973 1.894 
474 1 418 
361 319 

1.305 1.367 
12.303 12.166 
• 3.506 1.53OP 

374 187 
340 301 

5.661 5.718 
1.3621 1.3541 

1.860k 1.829 
2.3531 867 
2.342 2.472 
4.789 5,023 

422 538 
2.229 2'.255 
1.526 1 1.020P 

6U,;' 6.864 6.424 
5 1.117 688 

556 774 892 
-61 -32 1.966 2.255 . 2.118 2.103 137 2.158 2.870 2.794 

End 
pending 

777 

624 
1.693 

277 
5.523 1p 

1.337 
6081 

329 
1.109 
1.363P 

OP 

670 
508 

4.235 
910 
958 
936 

1.225 
917P 
295 
140 

85aP 
431 
438 

2.234 
517 475 (42) : \ 517 475 

4381 6461 631 1 4651 --.E..I __ ' 6_1_ I. 4381 6461 631 1 465 1 
--~46~7~-,~.0~3.:;1---~83~1----~6~67"- 200 43 ----------1:~(~-------- -------- --~46~7~---,~.0~3~1---.~83~,---'-66~7~ 

169 310 318 161 -8 -5 I ' 169 310 318 161 
3931 1.016 I '(107}e 1.078 (107}e 5341 1411 361 5.736 6.q8 ,\. 5.610 6.224~ 488 9 6.1291 7.1141 6.668 6.7581 

1978 state 
I nter- I nter- popu I at I on 

Last medl-,. Last ""dl·, In 
resort ate resort ate thousands 

I 
I' 

o 
I 
o 

o 
o 
o 

o 
o 

o 

9 

7 

7 
6 

9 

7 

9 
7 

12 

56 
10 

39 
9 

.34 
12 

14 
27 

3.634 

401 
2.518 
2.241 

22.839 
2.767 
3.095 

598 
670 

"'9.1.32 

5.286 
929 
911 

11.434 

5.446 
2.919 
2.333 
3.611 
4.073 
1.115 

13 4.212 
7 6 5.143 
7 18 9.202 

o ~ 4.005 
o 9 2.486 
I 22 4.871 

1 0 764 
__ 1 ___ 0 __ -'-_____ ...:.;1.:.:;5.:;6.:..1_ 

o 5 719 
0:; 894 
1 7 21 7.356 

5' 1.252 

17.720 
__ ....:.1:::;69::.....-:~65.,4;r.(i3"'3~}e;;-:;,..6~2~6;-;,( ~3;::;3~)e;-_1"'9;.:.7_ J' 26 17 219 i \9 a 463 294 76 35 387 1.193 1.089 491 

2.2231 (177}e 3.298 (177)e <-="'---':":"- --==-:-:lo~.i~i9'l·-";"1-;-1.-;0~34:;-----...:;.::..:...- -,-:"'---=~ ---==-----";"1=-2.'-;8==2"2'rl --:-'14'"'.';;33::2=--. ---=- --:---=-2 

~) f1. ',L I{ 

1.5721 

1.3461 

226 
468 

389 
521 

~~ ~.i"1 
('~~ , 

11- \.. '·.#f 1!.2!5 
541 (60}e 487 (65)e 501 (A~:) ,:$. I 5!5 

9.213 

1.821 
1.446 

2781 1791 1211\'.11-;:::-:-___ • • i-
1.593 ( 91l e 1.699 ( 91)e -(-.,06}4.6i'3ro'~,.7.54'::,,6:--, ----:7~.3~6::6:-----4~.-::7::c89=-
1.729 ( 56)e 1.494 ( 56}e 1.8861 .' <'235) , I! 449. 462 116 
1.029 (.3B}e 854 ( .3B)e 1.504 1 <l75) ",---

700 (18}e 640 (18)6 382 
594 (45}e 811 (45)e 251 

1.944 (155}e <l55)el 

l.i36 
445 

280 
556 

156 69 
-217 -46 

-109 -28 
37 7 

1.024 3. '106 
7.692 1 

4.4951 

3.197 1 

(J 

'1.446 

(394) 
(79) 

161 
-13 

422 

" 

3 
-10 

41 

4.628P 
1.701 1 

1.492 

389 
521 

2.086 
2781 

i~,1:59." 
2.176 

1.1.36 
445 

1.933 
1791 

9.065 
1.956 

3.495 

1.245 
408 

\ 

4.789P 
2.0021 

1.697 

280 
558 

o 

·\1 
I 1 

2 

o 
o 

7 
'12 

9 

3 

9 
9 

44 
6 

10 
16 

7 
9 

5.739 
651 

10.795 
2.913 

2.510 
11 .865 

3.115 
957 

\' 

() 

,,' 
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South C.ro II na .............. 264 714 684 294 30 11 264 714 684 294 0 3,041 
South D.kot ••••••••••••••••• 315 279 3)e 331 ( 3)e 263 -52 -17 315 279 331 263 0 689 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••• 813 82)e 871 82)6 (-58) 1,424 1,558 (-134) 2,237 2,429 2 18 4,462 

CoUrt of Appeals ••••••••• 730 800 (-70) 
Court of Crlmln.1 Appeals. 694 758 (-64) 

Tex's--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• 2,197 5,942 (204)e 5,192 (234)e 2,918 721 33 1,080 2,172 1,948 1,304 224 21 3,277 8,114 7,140 4,222 2 18 51 13,498 
Supreme Court •••••••••••• 258 1,070 ( 87)el,115 (117)e 184 -74 ~29 9 
Court of Criminal Appeals. 1,939 4,872 (117)e 4,077 (117)e 2,734 795 41 9 

Ut.h •••••••••••••••••••••••• 625 635 1 (-10) 625 635 0 1,364 
Vermont •••••••••••• '" ••••• '" •• 289 359 358 292 3 289 359 358 292 0 498 
Vlrglnl ..................... 748 1,846 (237)e 1,931 (237)e 775 27 4 748 '" 1,846 1.931 775 0 5,284 
W.sh I ngton ............ , ..... 411 654 734 331 -80 -19 2,275 2,093 2,073 2,295 20 2,686 2,747 2,807 2,626 9 16 3,886 
West Vlrglnl ................ 61 713 (257)e 740 (182)e 109 48 79 61 713 740 109 0 5 1,920 
IJIIscanstn ••••••••••• " •••••••• 742 9131 838 972 230 31 742 9131 838 972 0 4,631 
Wyoming ..................... 122 157 147 132 10 8 122 157 147 132 0 431 
Reported natIonal totals· ..• 15,749 44 ;,J88 46,430 17 ,649 27,501 74,050 82,003 29,280 29,647 121,108 129,381 32,665 54 31 353 521 225,208 
Number stetes report1 ng* •••• 35 43 46 36 19 25 25 19 33 42 45 34 
Percent of popl;Ilatlon 

represented* .••• '" ......... 52% 71% 80% 53% 52% 84% 91% 52% 44% 68% 76% 45% 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, a case Is defined as any appeal, or1glnal proceeding, request to lIppeal, or sentence review only case. 
Alt ava'iable data are entered In the table and all appropriate clIlculattons are Included. Blank spaces Indicate th8t either the data are not av~ll('\ble or the calculations were not approprIate. 

Numbers In parentheses, representing the number of requests to appeal that were granted, 'were not Included In any of the calculatIons. 

-- = Not .pp II cab Ie. 

cJudge Information: 
Alabama--Court of CrimInal Appeals--In addiTIon TO Its regular Judges, thIs court also has three super

numerary Judges assIgned to IT. 
New York--Appell.te DIvisions of the Supreme Court--Thls court also h.d 11 Justices .nd 9 certified 

retired Justices tellporarlly .sslgned to It during 1978. ~ 
eCases are not Included In the total to avoId double countIng: 

A request to appe.1 granted Is not counted as a disposed request to a?peal or .s a filed appeal. It Is 
counted as a dIspositIon only when the resulting Is dIsposed. The numbers of requests tq appeal grllnted 
are the numbers appearIng In pllrentheseso These data were .... not Included In the data when the case10ads of 
all appel late courts were combIned for the set of columns J~pacled "all a;>pellate courts," or In any 
of the other c.lcul.tlons Included In the table. Y 

lOata '~re not corrplete: 
C.llfornl.--Court of I.st resort--Tot.1 filed and dIsposed ftgures do not Include .11 orlgln.1 proceedings cases. 

Intermedl.te appell.te court--Pendlng data do not Include orIginal Jurisdiction cases. 
Connecttcut--eourt 01 lest resort--Pendlng and filed data do not Include reque~ts to appeal c(;jse~i! 
Indlana--Co4.rt of last resort--The number of crimInal petItions to transfer grented W.!1S not avel t jbJe, and 

Is therefOre not Included In the totals. 'j 
Kansas--COUrt of last resort--No begInning pending or fJ led data were avol lable for requestfP,+O ~ peel cases. 
Mllssachusetts--Court of last resort--The only data that were oval !~ble for thIs cou. were ~·'e n~ .. ~er of 

• ppeals filed. ,," 11 
;:).Nebraske--Court of last resort--Dahl do n<?,t Include request to appeal cases. ~i ,Y / 

New Jersey--Court of lest resort-~endlng 'and 11 led data do not Include all reques" 1.0 fppe{1 cases. 
New Yor~--Court of I ast resort-Fill ng data ava I Illb Ie for request- to appeal casas --'We're I nl:o~ ~ lete~' 

Appellate DIvisions of the Supreme Court--FI (lng dot. av.ll.ble ',f'?f original procli"'dlrs" ~;'re Incomplete. 
North C.rolln.--Court of lost ".sort-fendlng d.ta do not Include '. )iluests to .ppea~." ,! 
North D.kota--Court of .. last I'esort--Beglnnlng pendIng figures doo',. ~t Include wrIts 're,u.~st'ng orlglo.1 juris

diction c.ses. FIled .nd end pendIng figures do not {nclude origInal jv,rlsdlctl,.,n, .dvlsory opinion, "" 
request to appeol Cllses. Disposed ,fIgUre does not Include orl g, loal Jurfsdlctlo~ \ lI~vlsory~pplnlon, or 
request to appe.1 c.ses other than wrIts requesting orlgln.1 jur,lsdlctlon. , I J 

Pennsylvanla--Court of last resort--The only dispositIon data ~VtJ,d~ble were the num)er of req',lests to 
appeal granted. 

Intermedl.te appell.te courts--D.t. reported Include only 'ppe.ls from both 'courts .nd orlgln.1 proceedIngs 
from the Commonwe.lth Court. 

.? o 

o 

Utah--Court of last resor't--Cases disposed Includes only cases disposed by ~.oplnton or dismissed. 
Wlsconsln--Total cases filed do not Include requests to appeal cases fIled. 

JExpl.n.tlon of d.t •. Includod In this c.tegory: 
Kentucky--COurt of las1' resort--Total cases dIsposed Include 13 cases transferred to the Court 

of Appeals. 
kAddltlonal Information: 

lowa--Intermedlate appellate court--The figure given as the number of casas fl·led Is the number 
cases transferred to this cOtJrt by the Iowa Supreme Court. All appellate cases are filed 
In the Suprem~{Court, whIch transfers some of those cases to the Court of Appeals for 
dispositIon. These cases ere counted twice In the 1I~11 appellate courts" filed column. 

MarVlllnd--The ,?urt of last resorT elsa reViewed 63 bar admIttance matters. 
Oregon--I ntermedl ate eppelllJte court--I n 1978, the court heard oral argurr.ents for 1,635 ceses, 

and an e~dltlonal 199 cases were submItted to the court :>n the record '~nd attorney's briefs. 
POata Were not available for all cOtJrts In ·fhe state. 

*Reported natlon.1 totals: 
The reported national totals Include only data for states reporting data In the caseflow category 

for .11 courts In the state. Not Included In these n.tlon.1 tot.ls ore Inco"l'lete data 
Indicated by an ''1'' or lip" footnote . 

Number of states rp.portlng: 
Reported cases for courts of Illst resort and tlall appellate courts It are from the 50 states, -the 

OIstrlct- of ColumbIa, and Puerto RIco. Reported cases for Interrr.ediate appellate courts ere 
from the 27 states with Intermedl.te ,ppell.te cocrts. 

Percent of popUlation represented: 
State populetlons used for courts of last resort and "all eppellate court-sl! are 

the revIsed 1978 Bureau of Census estimates and total 225,208,000 for the 50 
st.tes, the DIstrict of Columbia, and Puel'to Rico. Population for the 27 
st.t.s with Intermedl.te appell.te courts totals 182,216,000. The percent of 
populotlon"'represented for 6ech c~seflow category" Is based on these total 
popul.tlon figures. 
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TABLE 3: Detailed category caseload for courts of last resort, 1978. .. 
Appeals: original proceedings, requests to appeal, sentence review only, and total cases. Reported nationaltotals with number of states 
population represented 

st~te ~nd court title 

"'1~b~_Supreme Court .................. . 
... I.sk .... -Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Arizona-Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
ArkZlns8s-SUpreme Covrt ......................... . 
C8llforn I ~-Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
Color~do-Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Connecttcut--Supreme Court ............... .. 
Oeillwere--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
~istrict of Columbl~-COurt of Appe~ls ••• 
F I or I do-Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Georgl.-Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
H~w~"-Supreme Court •••••••••••• •• C; ••••• 
I deho--Supreme Court ..................................... .. 
1IIInols--Supreme court ••••••••••• ~ •••••• 
Indl~n~-Supreme Court .................. . 
IOWD Supreme Court ....................... . 
Kansas-Supreme Court ............................... .. 
Kentuc:ky--Supreme Court ................ .. 
Lou t 5' ane-Supreme Court ................................ .. 
M~lne-Supreme Judlcl~1 Court .......... .. 
Muylond-court of Appe.ls ............. .. 
MlIsslIchusetts--Supreme, \ Jud f c J 81 Court ...... .. 
Mlchlg.n--Suprena Court ................ .. 
Mlnnesoto--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Mississippi-Supreme Court .............. . 
MissourI Supreme Court .......................... .. 
Montane-Supreme Court ................................... ,. 
Nebr:aska--Supreme Court ........................... . 
Ney~do--Supreme Court .... :.! .................. . 
New H_shlre--Supr ... e Court ............ . 
New Jersey--Supreme Court ................ . 
New Mexico-Supreme Court ............... . 
N",,·York-Court of Appe.ls .............. . 
North C~ro" ."--Supreme Court ........... .. 
t!orth Ookoto-Supreme Court ............. . 
Ohlc>--Supreme Court ..................... . 
Okl~h"' ..... -~TATE TOTAL ................... . 

Supreme Court ................................. .. 
Court of Crlll!ln~1 Appe~ls ............. . 

Oregon--Supreme Court •••••• • ~.'~ ........... . 
Pennsy' vnn' a--Supreme Court ••• ~ .......... .. 
Puerto Rlco--Supreme ·COUrt .............. . 
Rhode Isl~nd-Supreme Court ............. . 
South C8ro 11 na--Supreme Court .......... .. 
South o.kot~-supr""'" Court ............. . 
Tennessee--Sopreme Court ........ : ............ . 
Tex~s--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 

Supreme Court ......................... . 
Court of Crlmln.1 IIppe.ls ............ .. 

Utoh-Supreme Court ..................... .. 
Vef1!)()nt-Supreme Court ................... . 

o 
468 

69 
334 

X 
481 
281J 

X 
x 

475 
458 
169 

X 
3071 

351 
X 

369 
13 

x 

553 
110 

43&1 
x 
x 

116 
X 

X 
15 

x 
x 
x 
x 

180 

X 
264 

X 

x 
X 

1,904 

287 

Beginning pending 

1l, 

" -;;~ 
.= 8l 
,"u 
- 0 L L o Q. 

o 
4 

96 
16 

x 

(J) 

x 
x 

NIl 
8 

Ii 
15 
x 
x 

x 

o 
o 

x 
o 
3 

x 

(j) 

X 
X 

34 

X 

x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

21 
X 
o 
X 

N1i. 

X 
X 

NIl 

2 

(\ 

iii 
" m .,. Q. 
m Q. 

'" ~ 
o 

43 
NIl 
NIl 

x 

NH 
X 
X 

IB5 
X 
X 

150 

.0 

x 

,x 

X 
85 

188 
X 

X 

251 
216 
35 

B a 
" ~ m " +--
" > 3l ~ 

o 
.39 554 

165 
350 

314 
4811 

287 
1,161 
1,119 

483 
469 
369 
150 

X 848 
3581 

214 

42 411 
13 

697 
5 

556 
192 

4381 

467 
169 

XP 1,5121 

1,3461 

X 226 
46B 

389 

521 
264 
315 

2,197 
NH 258 

1,939 

209 

x ( 55)e 
391 
192 
516 

3 (228)e 
218 
414 
361J 

X 
467 

X (II3)e 
358 
323 

77 (181l0 

X ( 29)81 
X ( 16)e 

131J( 14)8 
X (134)e 

563 (412)e 
365 
112 ( 44)e 

416 
X ( 92)0 

844 ( Ile 
656 
155 
368 
64&1 
836 
272 

Flied 

93 248 
21 156 

919 NIl 
68 NH 

8691 ( 45)e 3.140 
283 353 

(J) NIl 

X X 
511 1,16:0: 

NIl X 
16 
11 

111 ( ,·4)e 1,062 
X X 
X 

25 
x 

X 500 
29 1,813 
2 NH 

12 491 

x X 
127 146 
118 

X 
149 

(J) 

195 
38 

x 

86 ClO7l" 6, 8661 

273 (33)e 201 1 14 
53'1 (177le • I ~'21 
1ti; ( 59)e 3 ( ') '4l~ 
214 41 .~ ,; 

--';"'15'"'3'--( -9-1-)=e---c11=-4'-'i,!;. 1,2t"j 
906 (56)e 2191' '''f II ilP 
621 i( 38)e 219 ./'!~ t!9 

28~!tl[18)0 X 'k 
.2e,(45)e 158 408 

---aii! C(55) e 
216 
267 ' 
6B4 
22gj( 3)e 
138 ( 82)0 

3,161 (185)° 
23 ( 68)e 

3,138 ClI7le 

598 , 
348 

c 

"1'1,126 

35 I 885 
45 ») 113 
30 
27 23 
NIl 615 

4 19)e 2,777 
4 ( 19)e 1,043 

NIl 1,734 
27 
11 

o 

56 

X 

55 

A 
! 

XP 

X 

NIl 

reporting and percent of .. 

Ol.po~d End pending 

667 (55)0 

630 
38IJ 93 193 (55)" 661 (5"e o 

506 
100 
265 

o 
6 

111 
12 

o 
61 
NIl 

NIl 

o 
356 25 i 36 43 560 51 624 

1,111 161 904 NIl 1,065 211 
271 584 585 72 NIl 657 

4,012 1 (273)" 
8541 
4141 
361 

_~907.-__ ~14~9:..;1 ____ ~2~.~B6~7~(2::;7~3~)e __________ ~3~,~'O~6~1~(2::;7~3~)e __ ~ ____ ~ __ ~~ ______ ~~_ 
X X X B93 X X X 335 

353 65 418 60B 6081 

31gj .. (J) NH 319 32gj (J) NH 329 
1,305 
2,740 

X X X 
405 521 1,573 

1,506 (l13)e 

374 
977 NIl 553 (II3)e 
166 21 

340 278 23 

1,250 (185)e 
466 ( 29)el 

255 113 ( 4)0 B7B ClBIl" 
262 5B I B7 ( 29)el 

1,490 (16)e 1.281 
1561 (14)e 300 
711 (134)e X 

2,405 (472)e 961 
42i 477 
585 (92)e 159 
4161 

1,636 ( 92)e X 
1,117 (Il" 492 

714 716 
615 183 
517 X 
6461 631J 

1,031 X 
3~O X 

1;016' (107)0 218 
654 (33)e 280 

2,2231 (177)0 594 
541 ( 6O)e X 
2781 168 

1,593 (91le 290 
1,729 (56)e 790 
1,029 (38)e 524 

700 (18)e 266· 
594 ( 45)0 X 

1,944 C(55)0 
1,136 310 

445 X 
114 X 
279 (3)e 306 
813 (82)e 278 

5,942 (204)e 2,156 
1.070 (B1)e 104 
4,872 ClI7)e 2,652 

625 X 
359 346 

9 144 ( X)e 
25 n ( 14)e 
X 356 Cl3.4)e 

56 1,622 (472)e 
NH 

12 399 ( 92)e 

X 1,23Gl ( 92)e 
lOY< 93 ( n e 

116 
184 309 

X 
(J) 

X 

X 
66 194 (l07)e 

217 123 ( 33)e 
2,704 (l71)e 

X 335 ( 65)e 
41 

179 1,230 91)0 
418 218 ( 56)e 
196 134 ( 38)e 
282 84 ( 18)e 

X 339 ( '15)0 
(55)01 

32 903 
X X 
X 
9 16 ( 3)e 

NH 593 ( 82)0 
20 2,416 (234)e 
20 991 (l17)e 
NIl 1,425 (117)0 
,X 

12 

II 

59 

8 

8 

NIl 

1,367 X X X 1,109 
2,494 X X X 1.363 
1,530 (II3)e --...::.-----,NII,,:;-----'::-------~=-

187 661 3 
301 503 5 

1,246 (185)e 172 13 lB8 

670 
508 

383 
507 ( 29)el---,=X,-_~X:..... __ ..:X"-__ ~ __ _:1'::0::_9-

1,445 (16)e 275 1 X X X 880 
402 (14)e 196 7 21 224 

136 (134)e X X 160 249 
2,645 (472)e 

538 251 0 NH 38 295 
570k ( 92)e -''''26,:-----'0:---'''0::--=--'':::2=8-

1.487 ( 92)e X X 
68B ( Ile 357 22 

X 
52 

850 
431 

892 __ 4~3~3 ____ ~5~ __ ~ ________ ~4~3~8_ 
676 82 X X 131 
475 
631 I 46sJ (J) 

831 "X X 667 
~8 X X 1~ 

1,078 ClO7le'-'1""5'i'1 ---;3;:;2---;;35;';ICTI---------;;5~34""1 
626 ( 33)e X X X 197 

3,298 (117)e 
487 ( 65)e· X X 501 

1791 121 1211 
1.699 ( 9ne:-...:.:::...----------------..:.::.:-

1,494 ( 56)e X X XP 
854 ( 38)e X X 
64~. ( 18)e X X X 

XP 1,8B61 

1,5041 

3B2 X 
811 ( 45)e _--"X'-_....:.:X_-.:.109:.=... ____ ...::c25"'1c-

Cl55)el 
1,245 B6 24 

408 X X 
684 X X 

170 
X 

280 
558 
294 

331 ( 3)e _....:;X'--_:-:X"-__ -"-X ________ ...;2:.;6;::.3 
871 ( 82)e NH 

5,192 (234)e X· X 
1,115 (117)e X X 
4,071 ClI7le 2,507 Mi 

6351 

358 291 

" 

379 
152 
227 

NH 
2,918 

184 
2,134 

,,292 

.1 
,f 
l 
~ ., 
i 

I 
J 
" ~ 1 

{} 
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Vlrglnla--Suprerre Court •••••••••••••••••• 1:16 70 542 748 (237)e X X 1,846 (237)e 230 271 1,430 (237)e 1,931 (237)e 192 114 469 775 
,filliSh 1 ngton--Supreme Court ............................... 224 7 180 411 183 10 461 654 231 12 491 734 176 5 150 331 
West Vlrglnl .... -Suprerre Court of Appeals •• 15 X 43 61 0 (257)e 371 

~. 
WIsconsin-Supreme Court ................... 741' 0 0 742 895 6 

" \ Wyoml ng-Suprerre Court ••••••••••••••••••• X X NH 122 147 10 

1: Reported national tot.ls· •••••••••••••••• 6,624 294' 1,668 81 15,749 18,845 3,916 

\ ~ ,Number of states repottlng· •••••••••••••• 25 19 13 2 35 44 34 

337 713 (257)6 201 371 163 (( 82)e 740 ((82)e 71 X 35 109 
9131 '668 98:"-\ 62 ",838 972 0 0 972 

NH 157 X X NH 147 X X NH 132 
18;338 111 44,599 17 ,520 4,851 19,632 121 46,886 7,028 :160 1,794 89 17,644 

22 2 43 37 30 30 46 24 18 14 2 36 
Percent of populotlon represented· ••••.•• 34~ 23~ 29% 52~ 84~ 54~ 58~ 71~ 78~ 66% 73~ 80~ 33~ 28~ 30~ 53% 

Note: tor Inclusion on this table, 8 case fs defIned as any appeal, orIgInal proceedIng, request to 
aPpeal, or sentence review only Clise. 

All ava1 Jable data are entered In the table. Blank. spaces Indicate that the d8ta are not aveillable. 
Nurrber t n parentheses, repr~sentt 09 the_ nurrber of requests to lIppee I that were rr~nted, were not 
Included In l':ny of the calculM"lons. -

NH ~ This case tvpe Is not h.ndled In this court. 
X = The d.ta for this c.se type are kno.n to be Included In the tot. I but were not available by category. 

eCases are not Included In the total to avoid double counting: 
A request to appeZilI ~anted Is not counted .es 8 disposed request to appe.el or as a ft led appeal. It Is 

counted .es a disposition only when the resulting ~peal Is disposed. The ni.imbers of requests to eppeel 
granted are the 11 gures appearing In parentheses. These numbers were not Included In eny of the 
calculations. 

IDato are not COII9lete: 
Cellfornie--Totel orlglnlel pr-oceedii.~ filed .end dIsposed inc1ud&·'mtscetl.eneous I'Mtters only. 
Connecticut-Total cases pending and filed Include appeals onl,.. 
IndllSna-The number Or crImInal petItIons to transfer g-aoted was not av.ellable, and Is therefore not 

Included In the tot~J appeals filed, total cases filed, requests to ""peal disposed, or total cases 
disposed. \) 

lor,a-Total appeels pending data do not InclUde clyI I eppet!ls, postconvlctloo ren»dv cases, or eppeals of 
admt n I strati 'Ie agency cases. 

Kans.s--Total cases beginning pending and filed do not Include requests to appeal. 
NebrClskZl--Totat cases data Include "Ppellis and origInal Jurlsdlct10n ~ses only_ 
New Jersey-Not all requests to appeal ore Included In the pending and filed data. Dispositions are 

cOll'plete. 
New York-FIling data do not Include all requests to appeal. Dlsposltlo", ore co"l'lete as reported. 
North C.rollna--Pendlng deta reported Incldata do not Include all requests to appeal. 
North Dakota-Beginning pending figure for total cases does not Include .rlts requesting orl'glnal 

Jurisdiction casGS" Flied .nd end pending tot.1 case figures do not Include orlglna\ Jurisdiction, 
advisory opinIon, or request to appeal c8ses. DIsposed tot1J1 case fIgure docs not Include original 
Jurisdiction ClIses, advisory' opln1on cases, or request to eppee1 cases other than wrl ts requesting 
original Jurisdiction. Filed and disposed original proceeding figures do nat Include original 

;) Jurl.,sdlctlon or adVisory opInion c~ses. 

I' 
11 

J 

o 

II 

OklZlhOfM-Total c~ses pending dd\ not InclUde certlJ\rl cases pendIng_ 
utZlh--Tot,,1 casas disposed Include only those cases '~lsposed by opinion or dismissed. 
WI scons I n--Tot", I ceses filed flglJre does not Include I~~uests, Ito lIppeal cases. 

jExplanotlon of data Included In the category: 
Callfornl.--The figure given for the number of appeals \1lSpOsed represents the number of opinions written 

durln~~;the yeer. . H 
ColoradO"~Total c.ses Hied Includes two requests for stav pending appeal that were filed during the 

tl rre per lod. 
0eIZlware--Appo8Is data'reported also Include orIginal eppltcutlons, f:ldvlsory opinions, Bnd 

cart If I cat Ions. 
Kansas--Appeals filed Include 1'<')n civil and agency and eight criminal appeals transferred from the Court 

of Appeals. 
Mlchlgan--A few original Jurls~lctlon cases are Inc;luded .Ith the appeal and request to appeal figures. 
Nebraska--The few original Jurisdiction ca.es that the cour't h.ndles are Included In .Ith the appeals 

lIguros. v 

south Dakota--The appeals figure filed Included reinstated caMS. 
kAddltlonal matters: 

Maryland--The Court of Appeals also revle.ed 63 bar admittance matters. 

"Reported national totals; 
The reported national totals Jncluded on IV data for states report I ng data In the casef 10>1 category for 

all courts In the state. Only co"l'lete data .... e Included In the n.tlonal totals. Flg'lres marked'.lth 
an "pi footnote were not Included; those merked with" ItJ" were, Includod. Tho numbers 01 request to 
appeal granted that appear I'~ parentheses .ere not Included In the totals t6 avoid double counting (see 
footnote "e"). 

NuJrber of states reporting, 
Reported cases for appeals' end total cases ere from tha '0 stZlt-aS, The District of Columbia. and Puerto 

Rico. Reported CJses from orIginal prcceedlngs and requests to eppeal drC from the 50 stetes dfld 49 
stat ... handling original proceedings and request to appeal, respectively. 

Percent of popUlation represented: \, }) 
Stdte populettons lJsad ,are the revised 'all("':'~ of Census '&.-;.t,rlMltes Zlnd tot~1 225,209,000 from the 50 
states, the Olstrlc;t of ColuJrbla, and Puerto Rico. The total popUlation Is 215,460 for the 50 
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Detailed category caseload for intermediate appellate courts, 1978. . 
Appeals, original proceedings, r~quests to appeal, and total cases. Reported national totals with number of states 
reporting and percent of populatlcln represented 

TABLE 4: 

St.te .nd court title 

AI.b.m.--STATE TOTA!.: .......... •• .. • 
Court of Civil Appe.ls ......... .. 
Court of Crlmln.1 Appe.ls ....... . 

Arlzon.-COurt of Appe.ls ......... . 
C.llfornl.--Courts of Appe.I ...... . 
Co I or.do-COurt of Appe.1 s .... • .. .. 
FlorId.--Dlstrlct Courts 

of Appe.I .................... • .. 
Georgl ... -Court of Appe.ls ........ .. 
II Iinols--AppelI.+e Court ........ .. 
Indlan.-COurt of Appe.;s ........ .. 
lowa--Court of Appe.1 s ........ • .. .. 
K.ns.s--Court of Appe.1 s ...... • .. .. 
Kentucky--Court of Appe.ls ....... .. 
Loulstana--courts of Appeal ••••••• 
M.ryl.nd--Court of Sp.cl.1 Appe.ls, 
Massachusetts--Appeo 1 5 Court .......... .. 
Mlchlg.n--Cocrt of Appe.ls ....... .. 
Mlssourl--Court of Appe.ls ....... .. 
New J.rsey--Appell.t. Division 

of SuperIor Court ........... .. 
N.w Mexlco-Court of Appe.ls ..... .. 
New York STATE TOTAL ........ , .. , .. 

Appell.te Dlv'islons of the 
Supreme Court .............................. .. 

Appell.te Terms of the 
Supreme Court ............................. •• 

North C.rolln.-Court of Appe.ls .. . 
OhIo--Court of Appe.ls ........... .. 
Ok I.hom.--Court of Appe.1 s ...... • .. 
Oregon-COurt of Appe.ls .......... . 
l;·~ennsy I van 1 a--STI'.TE TOTAL .................. .. 

Superior Court ............ • .... .. 
i_'Commonwealth Court •••••••• ••••••• 

,nnessee--STATE TOTAL ........... .. 
:Court of Appe.ls ................ . 

I
Court of Crlmln.1 Appe.ls ....... . 

, ~.s-COurts of Civil Appe.ls .... . 
j \Shtngton--court of Appeilllls ••••••• 

ported n.tlon.1 tot.ls* ......... • 
"Jmber of states r:-,eportlng· ....... . 
Percent of popu I at~on represented· .. 

688 
140 
54aJ 

1,495 
5,16;J 

884 

o 
3,913 

152 
92J 

385 
1,120 

X 

153 

1,919 

5,641 
218 

4,405 
129 

1,024 

1,080 
2, ~~2B 

31,189 
19 
63 

II 
,.,,-;:::--? 

Beglnnl!!.l 
pendln~ 

33 

NH 

(J) 

NH 
NH 

o 0 
NH Nfl 
NH 
NH NH 

19 2 
X 

o 

X X 

223 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
82 

95 

NH 
NH 
NH 

65 
351' 162 

~ 5 
19 21 

688 
140 
548 

1,528 
5,1631 

884 

o 
3,913 

752 
92 

385 

1,141 
909 
153 

1,966 

5,736 
218 

4,628 
129 

1,024 

1,080 
2,215 

21,501 
19 
52 

1,213 
361 
9121 

1,900 
1,465 
1,119 

8,373 
eX 

4,411 
896 
3701 
792 

Filed 

_ "D 

" " :: 8 
01 0 
- L. L. a. 
o 

283 
4,&72 

NH 

661 
X 

NH 
NH 
NH 

(J) 

NH 
NH 

523 
X 

NH 

NH 

1 t4.~4 74 3 
2,042 344 
1,391 (21)e X 

I,O~O 

3,703 X X 
1,895 351 3 

5,306 792 
539 

10,5991 (J) 

8,3841 

2,215 
1,114 
6,933 

449 
3,106 
1,329 
4,495 
2,834 
1,415 

130 
685 

2,112 
I,BI8 

79,014 
26 
91 

(J) 

613 
NH 
NH 

3631' 

363 
g 

NH 
9 

NH 
142 

351 
NH 
NH 
NH 

133 
1,361 1,805 

9 6 
47 27 

1,273 
361 
912 

2,183 
12,337 

1,119 

9,563 
2,000 
4,411 

896 
370 
192 

1,571 
2,386 
1,644(21le 

1,050 
5,248 
2,255 

6,098 
539 

10,5991 

2,215 
1,525 
1,546 

449 
3,106 
1,6921 

4,4951 

3,1911 

1,424 
730 
694 

2,172 
2,093 

74,050 
25 
B4 

1,184 
346 
83aJ 

1,991 
8,583 
1,001 

8,496 

4,412 
841 
384J 
465 

1;657 
2,068 
1';453 
1,020 

X 
1,161 

9,1001 

1,821 
1,133 
6,143 

462 

2,684 

X 
800 

X 
1,948k 

1,110 
66,260 

23 
" 8J 

Disposed 

VI 

g> 
-'0 
" " :: 8 
010 

~ Ii. 

238 

4,628 
NH 

569 

NH 
NH 
NH 

15 
310 

VI 
+
VI " g: &. 
eT a. 

" " '" 

(J) 

NH 
Nfl 

627 

NH 

NH 

232(21)e 

X X 
X X 

(j) 

(J) 

623 
NH 
NH 

X 
NH 

,X 
Nil, 

153 

856 

313 
NH 
NH 
NH 

150 
6,596 2,182 

1 6 
40 27 

1,184 
346 
838 

2,229 
13,211 
1,001 

9,692 

4,412 
841 
384 

465 
1,136 
2,378 
1,685(21)e 
1,020 
4,937 
2,118 

5,610 
463 

11,034 

9,213 

1,821 
1,446 
1,366 

462 
2,684 

1,558 
800 
758 

1,948k 

2,073 
82,003" 

5 
91 

Note: For Inciusloo on thts table, a case Is OOfll1ed es any appeel, orIgInal proceedIng, request to eppaal 'or sentence revIew only case. 
AIC .v.ll.bl. data are entered In the table. BI.nk sp.ces Indicate- t~.t the d.ta .re not .v.llable. 

NH = This c.se type Is not h.ndled In this court. 
X = The dat. for thIs case type .re known to be Included In the totol but ~ere not ov.l1ob Ie by c.tegory. ( 

777 
155 
6221 

1,404 
5,523 
1,002 

o 
3,552 

801 
7aJ 

712 
9~7 

X 
112 

2,053 

6,193 
294 

4,516 
116 

1,446 

1,304 
2,116 

33,316 
19 
63 

End 
pending 

18 

NH 

VI 
+-
VI " " " ~ a. eTa. 
" " '" 

(J) 

NH 
NH 

o 0 
NH NH 
NH 
NH NH 

IB 
X 

o 

X X 

213 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
11 

380 

5 
19 

31 

NH 
NH 

NH 

~8 

80 
5 

21 

" +-g 
177 
155 
622 

1,4B2 
5,5231 

1,002 

o 
3,852 

801 
78 

112 
916 
911 
112 

2,103 

6,224 
294 

4,789 
116 

1,446 

1,304 
2,295 

29,280 
19 
52. 

eC.ses not Included In the tot.1 to .vold oouble counting: 
A request 10' appeal granted Is not counted as 8 disposed request to appeal or as a 
The nunbers of requests to eppeel g"anted are the nurrbers appearing In parentheses 

filed .ppe.l. It Is counted.s. disposition only when the resulting appe.1 Is disposed. 
In the ttble. These nu.mers .re "ot Included In the c.laJI.ted n.tlon.1 totols. 

loata are not complete. 
C.llfornl ... -Totol cases pending figures only Include .ppe.ls pending, 
New York--Appell.te Divisions ot the Supreme Court--Tot.1 c.ses flied does not Include .11 orlgln.I,Jurlsdlctlon cases· 
Pennsylv.nla--Superlor C;ourt--Tot.1 ""ses filed Includes appe.ls only. ConlTOnwe.lth Court 'iot.1 cases 1~,led aaes not Include requests to .ppe.'. 

JExpl.natlon of d.t. Included In the c.tegorV: II 
AI.b.m.--Court of Crlmln.I" Appe.ls-- Appe.ls dota repor-ted .Iso Include request to appe.1 caS'>, figures. , " 
I.,w.-- Sentence r.vlew on Iy d.t •• re"lncluded with ·the ligures glven for .ppe.ls. Two 01 these c.ses were disposed uurl ng the ye.r. 

The numbers of these cases pending and flied during the ye.r could not be Id~ntltled. d 1tl data reported. 
New York--Appell.to Divisions of the Supreme Court--SOIlB orlgln.1 Jurisdiction c.ses are Included I" with .ppe.I":,ln the fll1ng.n dlspos on / 

kAddltlon.1 Inform.tlon: , d d tto ' , b If/''' 
Oi'egon--In 1978, the court he.rd or.1 .rgurents for 1,635 c.se~, .nd .n .ddltlon.1 199 coses were submItted to the cOllrt on the recor .n • rney s res· .m flied to 
Tex.s--Durlng 1976, 39 cases were gr.nted • rehe.rlng ofter dISJlQslt:,i0n. These cases were subtracted IrC<l1 the tot· I nu.mer disposed .nd were not .dded to the nu or 

avo1d double count1ng of cases. \'\~? \ 
PO.to were not .v.ll.t,le for .11 courts In the st.te. These Incanplete data were not Included In the c.lcul.ted n.tlon.1 "totols. 

*Reported n.tlon.1 toi .(5: ,;, I' t I th t t Incanplete data fran 
The reported netloMI totals Include only d.t. for st.tes reporting d.t. In the c.seflow category for. , cour s n e s • e. 

C.(lfornl., Pennsylv.nl., .nd tlew York wero not Included In these n.tlon.1 totols. 

'*Number of st.tes reporting: , ' 
Reported c.ses for .ppe.ls .nd tot.1 c.ses .re 1ram the 21 st.tes w1th Inter""d!.te .ppell.te ,courts. Reported c.ses for orlgln.1 ~roceedlngs .nd 

requests to .ppe.1 .re fr~"the 20 st.tes .nd 20 st.tes, respectIvely, h.ndllng each'cose type. , 
·Percent of populetlon represented: ... ' ,-;, 

State popul.tlons used .re the revised Bureau ot Census estimates .nd tot. I IB2,216,OOO'tor the 27 st.tes ~!,th Intennedl.to appell.te courts. The tot.1 
papu I.tlon Is 140,129,000 for the 20 st.tes hand II ng c.lg!n.1 proceed I ngs .nd 126,288,000 for the 20 st.fes hond ling requests to appe.l. T~e percent 

'Of popul.tlon reprosented for each coseflo. c.tegory Is b.s.d !In these totol popul.tlon figures, 

\ \ 
~. 
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TABLE 5: Caseload for courts of last resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 1978. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed and disposed per 
judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population 

Stole 
As percent 

of filed 
Change 'n 

pending Per 100,000 populatIon 
populotlon Nuni>.r Begln- End 

Stat~ and court tItle In of ntng End Dts- pend- Per- Dls- End 

thou.onds Judges ...!!!!!"d,,,1 n",9,--,F--,Ic.!le::;d~ __ ..::0:.c1 s::!p:::o~se:::d,-, pondlng posed log Number cent Ft ted Dlsposed FIled posed pending 

Alabama--Supreme court ••••••••• ·; •••• , •• 
Arlzona--Supreme COurt ••••••••••••• ~ •• 
elll t forn' o--Supreme· Court ••••••••••••• 
Colorado--Supreme Court ••••••••••• o. o' 

Florlda--Supreme court •••••••••••••••• 

Georgl4--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
III Inols--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Indllma-~upreme Court •••••••••••••••• 
lowa,,-sufl'~ Court .............................. . 
Kansas--.. \!;i~eme Court ................. . 

Kentucky--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
loublalla-Supreme CQurt •••••••••••••• 
Maryl.lIndoo--COurt of Appeal s, ••••••••••• 
MlIssDchusetts-Supreme Judicial Court. 
Hlchlgan-ooSupreme court ••••••••••••••• 

Hlssourl-ooSuprome Court ••••••••••••••• 
N~W Jersoy-SuprOf'ile Court •••••••••••• , 
New MaxJco--Suprems COurt ••••• r, ••••••• 
NeI1 York"-court of Appoa Is.? •••••••••• 
North CarollnH~.-supreme Court •• e •••••• 

Ohlo--Supreme' Court ••••••••••• ,;;· •••••• , 
Ok lohomo-STATE TOTAI. .............. " .. 

S,uprcme Courtk •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of CrImInal Appealsk •••••••••• 

Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsy Ivan 1 a--Supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Tennessee--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
Texos-ST~TE TOTAL .................. .. 

Supreme courtk •••••••• '~ ••••••••••••• 
Court of CrimInal ':Appealsk ........ .. 

Washlngton--Supreme COurt ............. ,~ 

3,6:54 
2,518 

22,839 
2,767 
9,132 

5,266 
11,434 
5,446 
2,919 
2,333 

3,611 
4,073 

(\ 4,212 
5,743 
9,202 

4,871 
7,356 
1,252 

17,720 
5,739 

10,795 
2,913 

2,510 

11,865 
4,462 

13,498 

3,686 

5 
7 

7 

7 
1 

7 
1 

1 

7·'00 

165 

374 
1,119 

369 
150 
846 
3581 

214 

13 

697 

192 
3931 

169 

12 1,5721 

9 1,3461 
3 226 

1 
'5 

468 

1: II 2, ~:~ 
1,939 

411 
,'] 

667 ( 55)· 
),111 
4,0121 (273)· 

654 
2,740 

1,506 (113)e 
1,2~0 (185)e 

466 ( 29)·1 
1,490 ( 16)· 

1561 ( 14)· 

771 (134)· 
2,405 (472)e 

565 ( 92)e 
4761 

667 ( 55)· 
1,065 
3,7061 (273)· 

693 
2,494 

1,530 (113)· 
1,246 (165). 

507 ( 29)el 
1,445 ( 16)· 

402 ( 14). 

7361 (134)· 
2,645 (472)· 

570 ( 92)e 

1,636 (92)e 1,487 ( 92)8 

615 
I,OI61(107)e 

654 ( 33)· 
2,2231 (177)e 

" 541 ( 60)· 

1,593 91)· 
1.729 56)e 
1,029 ( 38)0 

700 ( 18)· 
594 ( 45). 

1,944 (155)· 
813 ( 82)e 

5,942 (204)· 
1,070 ( 87)· 
4,672 (117). 

654 

676 
1,078 Cl07l· 

1U6 ( 33)e 
3,298 (177)0 

487 ( 65)· 

1,699 ( 91)e 
1,494 ( 56)e 

854 ( 38)e 
640 ( 18)e 
811 ( 45)· 

(155)·1 
871 ( 82)· 

5,192 (234)e 
1,115 (117)e 
4,077 (l17)e 

734 

211 

335 
1,363 

383 
109 
8BO 
224 

249 

28 

850' 

131 
5341 
197 

501 

1,8661 
1,5041 

382 
251 

2,918 
184 

2,734 
331 

100 
96 
92 

105 
91 

102 
100 

109 
97 

95 
110 
97 

91 

110 

96 

90 

107 
e6 
83 
91 

137 

107 
87 

101. 
84 

112 

19 

39 
50 

31 

59 

46 
(306) 
-39 
244 

(-24) 
14 

4'1 
32 

-134 

28 

-10 
22 

-27 

-37 

32 35 16 
(~240) 

15 115 

52 153 22 

21 

30 

55 
42 

49 
17 
56 
51 

-61 
1411 
26 

(54) 

1-106) 
(235) 
(175) 
156 

-217 

(-58) 
721 
-74 
795 

'-80 

69 
-46 

33 
-29 

41 
-19 

Note: For Inclusion on this table, eI case Is deflnod as any eppaal, original proceedIng, request to flpp8al, or sentenco revIew only case. 

74 
222 
57; 
122 
391 

215 
119 
93 

166 
221 

110 
344 

84 
6al 

234 

228 
144 
114 
233 
85 

278 
163 
330 
119 
541 

73 

74 
213 
529 
126' 
356 

219 
178 
101 
161 
57 

105 
376 

61 

212 

97 
"154 
125 
471 

70 

243 
124 

95 
213 
116 

174 
:Z08 
124 
453 

82 

17 
44 
16 
31 
30 

28 
11 

21 
59 
14 
81 

18 

13 
141 

52 
131 

15 
59 
35 
24 
24 

16 
18 
44 

36 
17 

17 
42 
16 
32 
27 

29 
11 

50 
17 

20 
65 
14 

16 

14 
15 
50 
19 

16 
51 
29 
22 
32 

20 
38 

30 
19 

8 

12 
15 

3 

30 
10 

II 

22 
I 

20 
1\9 

All avolleble date are entered In the table and all opproprlotu calculat10ns are Included. Blank'spac;es IndIcate that elthor the data ore·'not evallable or the caiculatlons \ere 
not apprqprhte. Nurrbers In parentheses, representl11g the nunDer of requests to eppeal that lifere granted, were nof' 1ncluded In any of too calOJ latIons., 

-- • Not eppltcable. /! 
ecases are "~ Included In the total to avo~?te coIJE!:,1ng: :.-'., '. 

A request to appeal g-antelj 1s not coif.{fcd as ~ dl=;::c:;o.d requost to tlppeal or as a flied 8ppeal. It Is counted'!Bs a dtspos lttoo only when the resultIng appeal Is dl Splsed. The 
numbers of t~quests to appeJ.1 gr.anted a,.e the numb(,rs eppoarlng In parontheses In the table. These numbers ~ro not Included In any of tho calculations. 

Icata are nat complete: ' 
Callfornla--Total filed and dIsposed fIgures do not Includo any orIgInal proceedings Ca$8S. 
Indtana-ooflled lind d1.5posed data 1n parentheses do not tncludo t~e {lurmer- 9f ~rh!ltnal petlt19ns to transfer (requests to lIppaal) thct were grdnted. 
Kanslls--tb begInning pending or f1led data were avallable fo.- request to lIpptl81 cases; those cases are not h;cluded. In the <total case!i beginning pending or flied categorIes. 
Massachusetts--Total caslls, filed do not Include any orIgInal proceedings or roquosts to epp8.al. Data were only gIven ,f~r appeals flied. 
New Jersey-PendIng end flIed data do not lncluw all requests to appon1. \1 l 
New York-flCed flgur. does not Include oil requests to appe.1 flied. :/ 
North Carollna--Pendtng date Include appeals only and 00 nat Include any orIginal proceedjngs or requests' to appeal. 
Oklahoma"-Suprome C~rt--Total cases pendIng do not 1nclude certlorart cases pending. 

JExp'lonotlon 01 doto In91uded In the c.t.gory: 
Kentucky--Total ~,9ses dlsposed Include 13 cases transferr~ to the Court of Appeal s. 

kAddltlonal InformaiJoll: U 

Both Oklahoma end Texas havo two courts of lest resort. The Supreme Court hears only cIvil rnatte-rs; the Court of CrImInal Appeals hears 011 crlmt".,1 IMtters. Bath olso ,have on 
lnturrnedlate appellate court that hears only c1vl,~ metters. Data from Doth courts of lest resort erG Included on this +eb~~ for TW(tls and Oklfthoraa ~ that tlie entIre caseload of 
t:;8t leV'(~' of court ceo be pr~se(\td es a unIt as It 1s for every other state. 

0, 
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TABLE 6: 

State and court tltle 

Alaska-Supreme Court ................... . 
Arkanses--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
ConnectIcut-Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
Delallere--Supreme Court ............... . 
Dlstr1ct of ColumbJe--tourt of 

Appe.ls ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Helle I '-Suprema Court ................... . 
I daho--Supremo Court .................... ~ 
~lne--Supreme JudIet,,1 COurt •••••••• ~ 
MInnesota-supreme Court .............. . 
Mlsstsslppl--Suprema Court •••••••••••• 

Montana-supreme Court •••••••••• , •••••• 
Nebraska-Supreme COUrt ......... '~ •••••• 
NeYada--Supreme Court .................. .. 
Nev Hampshlra--Supreme Cour\"~ ••••••••• 
North Ookat .... -Supreme Court~l ••••••••• , 

Puerto Rlco--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 
Rhode Island-Supreme COurt ••••••• ·~ ••• 
South ,Carollr.a--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
South Dakot:c-Supreme Court ............ . 
Utah-Supreme Court .................... . 

Vermont--Supreme Court .................. . 
Vlrglnta-Supreme Court ............... . 
West V I rg 1 n 1 a-Supreme Court of 

Appe.ls ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wisconsln--Suprema Court;.· ............. . 
WrOlDlng-Supreme Court •••••••••••••••• 

St.te 
populat10n Number Begtn-

As per.:el~t 
of flied 

Chenge In 
pending 

In 'of n1ng End DIs
posed 

End 
pend- Per

Number cent thousands Judges Jp:::e!!:nd~l.!!n9!!-_.::F.!.I;.:1 ed",-_~-!:.O l:,:s:!;:po:::;s"ed",-_",P8",n:::d.:.:1 n,,9,-

401 
2,241 
3,095 

598 

670 

929 
911 

1,115 
4,005 
2,486 

784 
1,561 

719 
894 
651 

3,115 
957 

3,041 
689 

1,364 

498 
5,284 

6 

'5 
7 

5 

7 
5 

5~4 

350 
4871 

287 

1,161 

483 
469 
411 

556 

" 
4381 

467 
169 

151 

389 
521 
264 
315 

289 
748 

61 
742 
122 

630 
584 
4741 

361 

1,305 

374 
340 
422 

1,117 ( I)e 

774 

560 
657 
418 
319 

1,367 

187 
301 
538 
6881( I)e 

892 

517 475 
6461 631 1 

1,031 831 
310 318 
2781 1791 

1,136 1,245 
44~ 408 
714 684 
279 (3)6 331 ( 3)e 

625 6351 

359 358 
1,846 (2371e 1,931 (237)e 

713 (257)e 

9131 

157 

,40 (182)e 

838 
147 

624 (r· 89 
277 112 
6081 

329 68 

670 
508 
295 
431 
438 

465 1 

667 
161 
1211 

280 
558 
294 
263 

292 
7.75 

109 
9n 
132 

50 
89 

127 

115 

92 
981 

81 
103 

100 
, 105 

104 

94 

99 
47 

1281 

91 

85 

70 13 
-73 -21 
1211 251 

42 15 

-52 -5 

179 187 39 
149 39, 
70 -116 ~28 
39 426 
57 -118 -21 

25 
12'. 

41 
94 

(42) 
271 61 

200 43 
-P.. -5 

-109 -28 
37 7 
30 II 

-52 17 

81'· 3 
42 0 II 

15 48 79 
230 31 

84 10 8 

Note: For" Ineluston on thls t«>le, III case Is defined as lJny appeel, orlglnel proc-'..:edlng, ~equesf" to qlpeel, ~~ ssotence revlev only ecse. 

• 

Par 100,000 popuhltlon 

01s- End 

FIled DIsposed !F.,!I.:.:led""-_.!::po",s"3:::d_.!::pe:::n,,,d.!.ln,,,9!.-

126 112 
83 94 
791 70 
1.2 /) 64 

145 152 

157 
26 
151 

60 

195 

140 
29 
14 

53 

204 

156 
12 
201 

55 

166 

----- -------
75 
68 
60 

124 
86 

103 
921 

206 

~~I {I 

162 
89 

143 
56 

125 

n 
264 

143 
1301 

31 

37 
60 
77 
761 
99 

95 
901 

166 
64 
361 

178 
82 

137 
66 

127' 

1.2 
276 

!.48 
120 
29 

40 
37 
38. 
28 
31 

66 
411 

143 
35 
431 

36 
46 
23 
40 
46 

72 
35 

57 
20t. 
36 

20 
J3 
48 
171. 

36 

40 
43 
22 
48 
471 

72 
37 

39 
18 
34 

n 
56 
26 
11 
18 

301 

93 
18 
191 

9 
58 
10 
3a 

59 'j 

15 

21 
31 

Nil aYallable d!\tlll lire entered In the teb'e and all epproprt.,te calculetlons are InclUded. Blahk speces IndIcate thllt elther tJte deta ere not available or the calculettons ...,roo 

not ~pl"opr,.,te. Hutrbers 1n ~rentheses, representIng the "unbar at ,requests To eppeat that -.ere granted, "er., net Included In tho celOJlatlons. 
I( , ,\ 
aecases tire not Included In the tote I to avoId double countIng: 
~. A reque~,t 10 ,eppelll g-anted Is nat counted as 1I dispoaed r:~uest to ~peal or as a ·flled eppeal. It Is CClJRt3d DS' a dlspo~1tton only whon tJle ,result-log appeal Is clls~5ed. The 
1 \ numbers of requests to cppeat gre;nted are the numbeni' eppear1ng tn'"pL'lrentheses In the teble. These nuna,rs Were not lnC:tUd~. In dny of the celculattons In the toole. 

'~~-~- . \ Connectlcut-Pend1ng ond fIling data do not Inc.\,;d9 requests to appeal. D1sposlTlon dat~'.'are complete. 

J
' . ,. Mtnnesota--Dlsposed figure does not 1nclude .date for lIny requests To ,.appeal thlJt vere denied. 

~ 'Nebraske--Data reported lnclude appeals ~itd orIginal Jur1sdlctlon cases only. No dahl for request to appeal cases ere: gt~n. " 
l .! NOrth Oakot~-Beglnnlng pendIng fJgur~ does not Include IIrtts requesttn,g orJglnal Jw-lsdtctton cusses. F1Ied and end,:pendlng f1gur-es ~ fj()t Jnelud!- ;::of;ln!!' J!!r'1sdlctlon~ odvtso,!, 
~ op1nlon, or request to eppeal c,",ses. DIsposed flgure does not lnelude orlgtnal JurisdictIon cases, edvl.sory cptr:lc::; cases. or request to lIpp8l1l cases other then wrlts'requestlng 

·orlgln,et JurisdIction. '.~; (I 

utah-Cases disposed O"!·, Includes those cases dIspose;! by opInIon or dismissed. 
Wlsconsln--Total eases filed fIgure does lnelqde requests 1'0 appeel cases. 

o 

o 

o 

= 

I 
I 

I 
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TABLE 7: Caseload for intermediate appellate courts, 1978. .. 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed and disposed 
per judge. Filed, disposed, and end pending per 100,000 population . 

State 
As ~ercent 
of filed 

Chllnge In 
'pending Per 100,000 p?pulatlon 

popu I etl on Number Begl n- End 
Stete and court tItle In of nlng End Dls- pend- Per- Dls- End 

thousands J udges ~p"en::.:d"l.!!n9,,-_.!.F.!.1 !!le"'d ___ D"'I"'s~po~s"'e.!!d_·_p~e~n.!!d!.!1 n!!j9c.- posed ' fng Number cent Flied Olsposed Flied posed pending 

... I.b .... --STATE TOTAl ................ .. 
Court 01 CivIl Appeals ............. . 
Court of Criminal Appeals ••••••••• 

Ar'zonll--COurt of Appeals ••••••••••••• 
Callfornla--Courts of Appeal •••••••• 
Colorlldo--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 
Florld.--Dlstrlct Court of Appe.l .... 

Geor91.-<ourt of Appe.ls .......... .. 
II "no I s--"'ppell.te Court ........... .. 
Indlana--court of Appeliis ............ . 
1C*8-COUrt of Appeals •••••••••.••••••• 
Kensas--COurt of Appell 1 s ............. . 
Keni"ucky--COUrt of Appe3 i~ ............ . 

Loulsillna--COUrts of Appeal a .......... . 
Marylllnd--eourt of S~eclal Appeals •••• 
Mlissachusetts--Appoliis Court .......... . 
Hlchlglln--Court of loppeals •••••••••••• 
Hissourl--Coort of Appeals •••••••••••• 
New Jersay--Appellate DIYlslon of 

.Sup.~'or Court ................... . 

N8W Mexlco--COUrt of ,-\ppeals •••••••••• 
NeW York--ST"'TE TOTAl ............... . 

Appellate Divisions of the Suprene 
Court ........................... . 

Appel Jate Terms of 'the Supren'e o..:.c 

Court ......................... .. 

~l North Cerollna--court at Appeals •••••• 
Ohlo-Court of App •.• ls ............... . 
OkIfi1ome--Cour4 of ).ppBalsll ........... . 

Oregon--tourt of Appeals .............. . 
Pennsy I ".n I.--ST~TE TOTAl.... .. .... .. 

SuperIor Courta •• .o ................... .. 

Commonwee fth COUrta ••••••• ~ ........ . 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ...... , ••••••••••• 
Court of Appealsa .................. .. 
~urt of Criminal Appeals ........... . 

Texas--Ccurts of Cly'l Appealse ••••••• 
Washlngton--Court of Appeals., •••••••• 

3,834 

2,518 
22,839 
2,767 
9,132 

5,2B6 
11,434 
5,446 
2,919 
2,333 
3,611 

688 
3 140 

548 
12, 1,528 
56 5,163 1 

10 884 
39 

o 
3,1 3,913 
12 752 

92 
365 

14 1,141 

1,273 
361 
912 

2,183 
12,337 

1,119 
9.563 

2,000 
4,411 

896 
370k 
792 

1,571 

1,184 
346 
838 

2,229 
13,211 
1,001 
9,692 

4,472 
847 
384 
465 

1,736 

777 
155 

C:~j622 

1,482. 
5,523 1 

1,002 

3,852 
801 

78 c 
712 
976 

93 
96 
92 

102 
107 
89 

101 

101 
"95 

104 
59 

III 

61 89 13 
43 15 11 
68 74 14 
68 -46 -3 

(-874) 

90' II~ 13 
(-129) 

o 
87 -61 -2 
89 49 
21 -14-15 
90 327 '85 
62 -165 -14 

----- ------------,-- ~--- ---
4,073 
4,212 
5,743 
9,202 
4,B71 

1,252 
17,720 

5,739 
10,795 
2,913 
2,510 

11,865 

r -
'L

'
., -- . 

4,462 

13,498 
3,886 

27 
13 
6 

18 
22 

21 

33 o 
24 

9 
44 

10 

15 " 
7 
9 

18 
9 
9 

51 
16 

909 
153 

1,966 

5,736 

218 

4,628 
t29 

1,024 

1,080 
2,275 

2,386 
1,644 (20e 

1,050 
5,248 
2,255 

6,098 

,·539 
10,5991 

1,525 
7,546 

449 
3,106 
7,692 
4,495 
3.197 

1,424 
730 
694 

2,172 
2,093 

2,378 
1.685 (21)e 
1,020 
4,937 
2,118 

5,610 

463 
11,034 

9,213 

1,821 

1,446 
7,366 

462 
2,684k 

1,558 
800 
758.: 

1,948 
2,073 

"917 
112 

2,103 

6,224 

294 

4,789 
116 

1,446 

1,304 
2,295 

100 
102 
97 
94 
94 

92 

B6 
104 

82 

95 
98 

103 
86 

109 
110 
109 
90 
99 

38 

93 

102 

55 

63 
26 
47 

-41 -27 
('0) 

(311) 

137 

488 

76 35 

(394) 

(79) '::c, 
161 3 
-13 -10 
422 41 

(-134) 
( -70) 
( -64) 

60 224 21 
110 20 

159 
120 
182 
182 
220 
112 
245 

222 
130 

75 
74 

113 
112 

88 
126 
175 
292 
103 

290 

108 
321 1 

246 

169 
172 
75 

311 
481 
642 
355 " 

79 
81 

77 
43 

~131 

148 
115 
168 
186 
236 
100 
249 

132 
71 
77 
66 

124 

8B 
130 
170 
274 

96 

267 

93 
334 

384 

202 

161 
167 
77 

258 

87 
89 
84 
38 

130 

33 
9 

24 
87 
54 
40 

105 

38 
39 
16 
13 
34 
44 

59 
39 
18 
57 () 
46 

83 

43 
60 1 

13 

27 
70 
15 

\24 
65 
38 
27 

32 
16 
16 
16 
54 

31 

22 
89 
58 
36 

106 

39 
16 
13 
20 
48 

58 
40 
18 
54 
43 

76 

37 
62 

52 

10 

25 
58 
16 

101 

35 
18 

17 
14 
53 

20 
4 . 

16 
59 
241 

36 

o .,. 
15 
3 

31 
27 

23 
3 

43 

85 

23 

44 
4 

58 

10 
59 

~te! Fe:- '::;h:::~" U1 to is· hble, a case Is deJ fned as any eppeel, or' gl nlll proceeding, request to appeal, or sentence revIew ooly cese. 

'" I. eYa'leble date are entt:lred In the table lind lIll approprIate celculatlons are lncluded. Blank. spaces Indicate that either the dah are not lIya' lablo or the celculatlons were 
not appropriate. Numbers eppeerlng In pllrentheses, representIng the number of requests to appeal thet, tfef'"G granted, were not Included In the colculattons. 

-- • Not eppllctib'e. 
,:. 

.... , .. acour-t JurrsdlCtlont 

The loulsillna ~urts of Appeal, Oklahoma Court of Appeals, TennE!.ssee~Court of Appeals, end Texas Court 01 ClyI I Appeals have Jurisdiction over cly! I clises only. I' 

1""·0 Coomonwealth Court of PennsytYlinla hendlS!: cases fnvol'<.ing offIcIals 91;" officers of the Cornr!1onwealth of Penn3ylyanle only. Other Intermedlate ap~lIete cases lire heard in the 
SuperIor Court. . 

eCases are not' Included In 'the totftt to "llvold, dOUble ,countIng: 

A request to ttppeel g-lInt~d Is not c:ountedr eSea' disposed request to appeal or as a ft led app'~a'. It Is counted es e dlsposltJon only when the resultIng appeal Is disposed. 
The .numbers of ~~u~fs to app~al gr,nted '8re the numbers eppearlng In parentheses In the table.. These numbers are not InclUded In the calculeted jlguros. 

IDsh ere oot conopletet - ~ 
Cellfornlll--Totlil ceses pending do not Include orlglnel proceedings. 
NeW' York--Appellatd DivIsIons of the Supremo Court:--Tohl cases filed cb not Include ell O""igtnal JurIsdIction clises. 

kAddltlonnl lnformatloru )~"0.~" .-

low.--T~e figure gIven os filed Is .t~o oul1ber of coses ,transferred to thls"court" by tho low. Supreme Court. All .ppellote c.ses Ir, low. ore Inlt;.IIY filed .'t;Ct~fsupr"me gourt. It 
retaIn:> sOrrrJ 0" them, end.tr~nsfer$ some to.the Courf of ~ppe~ls for dlsposltron, f.) 

Oregoo--Io '978, the court heard a-al ~guments for t ,635 cases. and en addJtlonef '99 ceses were submItted to the court the record "nd ettorney's briefs. 

u 

\~ 

". 

(: 

vi 
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TABLE 8: 
Case load for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal)' and total cases for courts of last resort, 1978 

St.te .nd coort title 

Beginning pending 
Requests 

Appea Is to appeal 

Total 
Civil Criminal Civil Criminal c.ses 

Appeals 

Flied 
Requests 
to appeal 

Total 
Civil Criminal Civil Criminal c.ses 

Appeals 

Ofsposed 
Requests 
to appeal Appe.ls 

End pending 

Req!:ests 
to ~ppeal 

A Il!Ibllma--Supreme Court ............................ .. 

° '268 
10 

200 
45 
60 

a ° ° 554 

CIYI I Criminal Clvl I Criminal 
Tot. I 
cases Clvl I Criminal CIVI I Crlmln.I 

A I aska--Supreme Court ................................ .. 
Arlzone--Supreme Court .................... . 
ArkanslIs--Suprema Court ........................... .. 
Cel Itornla--£upreme Court ••••••••••••• 

CoJorado--Supreme Court ........................... .. 
Connect I cut--Supreme Court ...................... .. 
Oelaware--Supreme CourT •••••••••••• \~. 
District, of Columbla--COurt of Appeals 
Florlda--Supreme Court ............... . 

23 
263 

Geo.-gl a--Supreme Court •••••••• ;' ••••••• 1< 
H •• all--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••• '1\ 263 
I d.ho--Supreme Court.................. 277 
II II no I s--Supreme Court. •••••••••• •••• 85 
I n~,1 ona--Supreme Court................ X 

lowe--Supreme Court ................................... .. 
·'Kensas--Supreme Court ............................... .. 

Kentucky--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
loulsll!lna--Supreme Court ............... . 

MaIne-Supreme JudIcial Court ••••••••• 

M.ryl.nd--Court of Appeals •••••••••••• 
M~ssllchusetts--Supreme JudI cl al Court. 
HlchlJj.n--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Mlnnesota--Supreme Court ••••••••• 1 •••• 

Mlsslsslppl--Supreme Court •••••••••••• 

x 
X 

X 

205 

X 
2 
X 

X 
89 
84 

X 
X 

192 
lD 
42 

X 

X 
164 

X 

164 

5 

X 
2 

X 

NH 
NH 

x 

NH 

X 
X 

90 

X 

X 

X 

NH 

° 
X 

NH 

NH 
NH 

x 

NH 
X 
X 

x 

.)( 

NH 

a 

X 
IIH 

165 
350 

X 
256 
65 

318 
° Cl31)e 

374' 63 
487 1 393 
287 226 

1,161 375 
1,119 X 

X 
483 201 
469 173 
369 11 (I 09)e 
150 X 

848 
3581 

214 

411 

X ( Xle, 
X ( x)e 

X 
X 

24'0 

82 
X 
X 

44)e 

X 
135 

x X 

122 NH NH 
181 NH NH 

3 ( 97)e 1,568 1,572 

125 
81 

135 
666 

oX 

X 
157 
77 
11 ( 72)e 

X 

X ( x)e 
J.:I4J ( Xle 

X 
X 

125 

'" X 
X 

X 

NH 
X 
X 

x 

580 

X 

X 

X 
X 

NH 

218 

X 
NH 

X 

NH 

X 
X 

x 

482 
X 

X 

X 
X 

NH 

273 

X 
NH 

"667 (55)e X 

630 225 
1,111 52 

584 410 
4,012 (273)e 58 

854 X 
474 1 304 
361 230 

1,305 X 
2,740 X 

1,506 (113)e X 
374 95 
340 159 

1,250 Cl85)e 123 
466 (29)el X 

1,490 (16)· 777 
1561 (14)e X 
771 (134)· X 

2,405 (472). X 
422 25Ei' 

92)e 118 

92)e X 
609 

440 ---------------- --------------_...:,,------------- ~------
'/' 

585 ( 
4761 

1,636 ( 
1,117 ( 

774 

69], 

5 
556 

235 ,. 
216 

X X X 192 

I)e 370 

453 1 

35 

X 
131 
108 
155 
32 

X 
49 
89 

X 
X 

X 
71 
52 
71 
X 

455 
176 

X. 
X 

219 

41 

X 
121 
2031 

x x 667 ( 55)e, 
560 

NH NH 1,065 

o 
297 
36 

171 NH NH 657 
1,413 Cl55)e 1,454 (118)e 3,706 (273)e 

, x 
X 

NH 

X 
X 

x 

474 (I09)e 

X 

105 ( X)e 

X 
X 

X 
NH 

174 ( 44)e 

x 
" NH 

X 893 
X 418 

NH 319 

X 1,361 
X 2,494°'0 

X 1,530 Cl13)e 
187 
301 

404 ( 72)e I ,~46 (185)e 
X 507 ( 29)el 

39 ( X)e 1,445 16)e 

X 402 ( 11)e 
X 7361(134)e 
X 2,645 (472). 

NH 538 

X 
487 
199 

X 
X 

389 
291 
82 
X 

X 
X 
X 

187 

225 (48)e 570R( 92)e 16 

X 1,457 (92)e X 
NH 688 ( I)e 241 

892k X 

rJl 

a 
209 
59 
B6 

X 
121 
130 

X 

278 
132 
54 
X 

275 
102 

X 

70 

12 

X 
116 

X 

o 

NH 
NH 

X 

NH 

X 
X 

87 
X 

X 
X 
X 

Nfl 

° 
X 

NH 

° 
NH 
NH 

X 

NH 

X 
X 

101 
X 

X 

X 
X 

a 

X 
Nfl 

Total 
cases 

o 
624 
211 
277 

335 
6081 

329 
1,109 
1,363 

670 
508 
383 
109 

880 
224 
249 

295 

28 

850 
431 
438 Missouri-Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 

Montanll--supi-eme Court •••••••••••••••• 
NebrasklJ-Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Nevada--Supreme COur't ••••••••••••••••• 

/,/; No. HOll'jlshlre-Supreme Court. :' •••••••• 

~r ~w Jersey--Supreme Court •••••••• , ••••• 

X:t X 615 135 48 X 676 

i~,.,l 517 X X 475 
228 168 229 : 4" 0646 1 292 281. [,I 631 I 258 109 465

1 aJ 'I' , ! , 
X X 467 252 54 i" ''''j' 1 ,031 X X 831 X X 667 
X X 169 X ·-ifl, ['1 310 x X 318 X X 161 

131 

120 
294 74 x X X X 

New MeKfco--Supreme Court ••••••••. , ••••• 
. New York--Court of Appe.ls •••••••••••• 

°North C.rolln.--Supreme Court ••••••••• 

--------------~ ------~--~Z;~~ :~v,~')~------- ' __________ ---____________________ ___ 
X )/ Xl Xl 393

1 
X (,X)e X'( Xl" 'iXI . ,.x l 1,0161(07)e 101 31 X X 1,078 (f07)e X X Xl KI 534

1 X X X X 169 245
1

( X)· .5: I XIP ': x X 654 ('33')e X X:. X X 626 (,;53)e x x X ,x 197 

c North D.kot.--Suprelll6 Court ••••••••••• 
.·'.IX;o(·66i

e X~'Illl1' I 1,,692 2,2231(17ij'e 1,64 '1.30 5841( 66)e 1 ,4521 (11,,!)e 3,298 (i77)e 
31 I ,! ~il (42)e 8~( 11,'1' X X 541 (60)e X X 162 (48). 153 (I6)e 487 (65). 'lc 

, 15
1 I. r~ 61 i! 278 1 127 41 1791 96 

X 
10 

---------~>----------~- ---------------------~o--,. ~--~~~~Jl 
Ohlo-Supr'()e Court ••••••••••••• :..... X X I X X 1,593 (91le X X 
Okl.homa--STATE TOTAL................. X X X 1,5721 621 ( 38)e XI'",," 189 X 1,729 (56)e 524 237 

Supreme Court ••••••• ,............... X NH " NIl 1,346' 621 '( 38)e " NH I 189 NH 1,029 (38)e 524 NH 
Court of Crlmln.1 Appe.ls........... NHX NH X 226' ,NH X ., NH X 700 (18)e NH 237 

Oregon--Supreme Court...... ••••••••••• X X X X ,. 468 X X X X 594 (45)e X X 

Pennsy I von,'g?-supreme Court ••••••••••• 
Puerto Rtco--Suprema Court.;-: ••••••••.•• 
Rhode Is I.nd-Supra"," Court ••••••••••• 
South Co,oi In.--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
South D.kot'-Supreme Court •••••••. , ••• 

16 
X 

235 

X 

152 
X, 

22 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

389 
521 
264 
315 

X 
, 25 

179 
428 

X 

X 
121 
82 

208 
X 

"X 
X 
X 

x 

x 
X 
X 

X 

1,944 (155)e, 
1,136 

445 
714 
279 ( 3). 

36 

X 
X 
X 

215 

X 
X 
X 

X 
134 ( 38)e 
134 ( '38)e 

NH 
X 

X 
X 

x 

X 
3 

NH 
3 .. 

X 

X 
X 

X 

1,699 91)e 
1,494 ( 56). 

854 ( :jB). 
640 ( 18)e 
811 ( 45)e 

x 
X 

NH 
X 

5 

X 
X 

1,245 
408 

)' 684 
I( 331 (, 3)·" X 

X 
25 

X 
N'l 
X 
X 

58 
,x 
x 
x 

NH 
X 

,,' X 

X" 

X 

X 
NH 
X 
X 

X 
X 

50 1 
1211 

1,886 1 

1,,5041 

382 u 
251 

2,El0 
558 
294 
263 

I ______ --"~--
"t. 
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o 
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Tennessee--Suprema Court •••••••••••••• X X X X 813 ( 82)e X X X 'X 871 ( 82)e 

Tex.s--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• X 1.904 216 35 2,197 23 6B)e 3,138 (117)e 1,043' 1,734 5,942 (204)e 104 2,652 991 1,425 (117)e 5,192 (:I34)e X 2,507 152 227 2,918 
Supru"'" Court ....................... X NH 216 'NH 258 23 ( 68)e NH 1.,043 NH 1,070 ( 87)e 104 NH 991 NH 1,115 (l17)e X NH 152 NH 184 
Court of Crlmln.1 Appe.ls ......... ;. NH 1,904 NH 35 1,939 NH 3,138 (117)e NH 1,734 4,872 (lI7)e NH 2,652 Nil 1,425 (117)e 4,077 (117)e NH 2,507 NH 227 2,734 

Ut.h--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••• 356 131 625 X X 63~1 

Vermont--Supreme Court .•••.•.•••••..•• 'X X 289 271 65 359 263 73 \\ 358 X X :92 
Vlrglnl.--Supreme Court ... ; ..... ' ...... X X 228 300 748 (170)· ( 67)" X X 1,846 (237)e X X 444 1 (170)e 8581 ( 67)e 1,931 (237)e X X 177 277 775 

Washlngton--Supr"me court ............. 182 42 69 66 411 129 54 177 « 160 654 181 50 171 185" 734 130 46 58 ., 60 331 
Wast Vlrglnl.--Supreme Court of Appeal X X X X 61 X X xl, X 713 (257)e X X X X 740 (182)· X X X X 109 

,Wlsconsln--Supreme Court ••••••••• , ••••• 572 170 0 0 742 673 222 9131 527 141 X X "'838 720 ,~152 0 0 972 
Wyoml ng--Suprame Court •••••••••••••••• X X NH NH 122 107 40 NH N'rl 157 X X NH NH i47 X '" X NH NH 132 

Note: For Inclusion on this tllble, II ~lIse Is defined liS lIny lIppelll, orlglnlll proceeding, request to lIppelll, or sentence review only cllse. 
Total ClI;ses pendIng, filed, lind disposed Include ortglnal proceedIngs lind sentence review only liS well liS 011 ~peals and all requests to eppeal. 
All aVlIlllIble data lire entered In the tllble. BllInk spaces Indfcllte thllt the d"tll are not avaIllIble. 

NH ~'Thls c.se type Is not handled In this court •. 
X = The d.ta for this c.se type .re known to be Included In the tot.I, but were not .v.ll.ble by c.tegory. 
- = Not 'ppllc.ble. . 

eCases .re not Included In the total to avoId double coilntlng: 
A request to appeal fTanted Is not counted 8S" 8 disposed request to lIppea I cr 8S a fl led eppe81. 

It Is counted os a disposition only when the resulting .ppeal Is disposed. The numbers of 
requests to appeal gr.nted ere the figures appe.rlng In p.rentheses In this t.ble. 

'Data are not corrplete: 
C.llfornl.-Tot.1 coses.flled .nd disposed do not Include all orlgln.I proceedings. 
Connectlcut--TotllI CllSBS pending and flIed do not Include requests to lIppeal. 
Indiana-The number of criminal requests to appell! g-anted Is not lIvllllabl~r 
Kansas--No beginning pending or fl led dllta were aVlll 'llbre for request to appeal clIses. 
Massochusetfs-'rhe only data provided for tnls court ere the number of appe.ls filed. 
Mlnnesota--The number of requests to appeal denied are ",ot known and th!9refore are not Included In 

the disposed dat •• 
Mlsslsslppl--o.t. given for civil and crlmln.1 .ppeals disposed do not Include c.ses dlsposed>by 

dismissal. There were .n addition' I 146 .ppe.ls dismissed tn.t could not "be Identified by c.se 
type. 

Nebraska-No dllta were lIvallable for request to lIppelll clIses. 
New Jersey--Flling and pending totals do not Include at I request to lIppeal cases. 
New Mexlco-Appe.ls filed dat. do, not Include tlIree c.ses th.t were reinstated during the time period 

but. could not be Identified by c.setype. 
New York--Total c.ses filed d:l not Include c1vl I requests to appe.l. D.t •. glllen for requests to 

appe.1 disposed do not Include 601 c.ses denied review th.t ~uld not be Identified by c.se type. 

" 

f} 

!1 
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" 

North C.rolln.--Pendlng d.t. do not Include raquests to .ppe.l. 
North D.kot.--8eglnnlng pending tOT. I c.ses figure does not Include writs requesting orlgln.1 

Jurisdiction coses. filed .nd end pending tot.1 c.ses. figures do not Include orlgln.1 jurldlctlon, 
lIdvlsory opinIon, cr request to'l!J)pelll Cl!ses. Disposed figure ebes not Include crlglnal 
Jurlsdlctlofl ClISBS, advlsorv opinion Cllses, or request to appelll cases other thlln wrIts requesting 
orlgln.1 Jurisdiction. 

Okl.honiil--Supr'"'''' Court--Tot.1 c.ses pending figures do not Include civIl request to .ppe.1 c.ses. 
ut.h--Tot.1 coses disposed only Include~ c.ses disposed by opinion or dismIssed. 
Vlrglnl.--Requests to .ppe.1 dlspo~ed do not Include 58 coses th.t were wlthdr.wn but could be 

I dent It led by c.se type. . 
Wlscons1n--Total cases fl led ftgure does not Include requests to lIppeal cases. 

jExpl.n.tlon of d.t. Included In the cotegory: 
District of Columbla--Fliings reported for civil .nd crlll1ln~i .ppe.ls Include civil .nd crlmln.1 

requests to appe.1 In .ddltlon to appe.ls. 
Kans.s--Appe.ls filed Included 10 cIvil and .gency .nd 8 crlmln.1 .ppeals tr.nsferred from the 

CC'urt of Appe.1 s. 
Kentucky--Tot.1 c.ses disposed Include 13 c.ses tr.nsferred to the Court of Appe.ls. 
Mlnnesot.-Soma .gency app .... ls ere Included In the number of c'ivl r appe.ls disposed. 
Nebraskll--Appoals dlltll Include 8 f8\~ orIgInal proceedings cases In addition to appeals. 
Nevnd.--Included In the criminal .ppe.ls filed figure .re 341 pretrl.1 h.beos corpus appe.ls. 
Tex(,i--supreme Court--FI gures gl ven for cl vii appelll.s pendl ng also Include habeas corpus and mend811"lJs 

d \es. 
kAddltllflai Information: 

MlIrl':and--The Court of Appeals 81so reviewed 63 bar lIdmtttlince metters. 
. M.ISitSSIPPI--eommISSloners handled 101 cut of the 656 c.ses disposed on the ""'rlts. hi i, 
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TABLE 9: Case load for appeals and requests to appeal (civil and criminal) and total cases for intermediate appellate courts. 1978 

State .nd court title 

__ ~ ... __ .::8.:;eg""l",n::;nc:.l,,,ng,,:· "'p.:;e::.nd:.;''''n'''g ___________ ..;F..;Ic:I.;;ed;:...._.,-___ _ 
Requests Requests 

Appe.'s to appeal Appeals to appelll ,. 
Tot. I 

Civil Cr,m'n" Civil Crlmln.1 c.ses 
Tot. I 

CivIl Crlmln.1 Civil Criminal c.ses 

Appeals 

Disposed 
~equests 

to ltppeal 
Tot. I 

Civil Crlmln.1 Civil Crlmln.1 c.ses 

End pending 
Requests 

Appecl s to .ppe.' 
Tot. I 

ClvllCrlmln.1 Civil Crlmln.1 c.ses 

A l.b.Ii18--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Civil Appe.,s •••••••••••••••• 

140 54sJ (J) 

NH 
(J) 

688 
140 
548 

361 
361 

NW' 

912 (J) 

NIl 
(J) 

1.273 
361 
912 

2.183 
12.337 

346 

346 
NH 

838 
NH 

838 

(j) 1.184 155 622 (J) 777 
140 NH ~ NH 346 155 NH NH 155 

Court of Crlmln.1 Appe.ls ............ . NH 54sJ NH 
NH 
NH 

912 NH (J) 838 NH 622 NH (J) 622 
Ar I zono--Court of Appe.1 s ••••••••••••••• 596 708 NH. 

NH 
1.528 
5.1631 

697 
3.518 

9~2 

3.947 
NH 
NH 

674 1.012 NH NH 2.229 619 648 NH NH 1.482 
Cal J forn 11I--Courts of Appea I ..................... .. 2.597 2.566 
Color.do-Court of Appe.,s •••••••••••••• X X 884 718 

X 
X 

319 
X 
X 

1.119 
9.563 
2.000 
4.411 

~4.~4~8~3-24~.1~0~0 __ .~~N~H~~N~H~~1.::3~.2~1~1 __ ~2~.8~9~5~2~.6=2~8 __ ~N~H~~N~H~ __ .5.5231 
X X 1.001 X X 1.002 

Florld.--Dlstrlct Court of Appe., ••••••• X 

X 
NH 

x 
X 

NH 

X X X X 9.692 
Georgl.--court of Appe.ls............... 0 0 
IlIlnols--Appell.te Court •••••••••••••..•• 1.832 2.081 
Indl.n.--Court of Appe.ls ••••••••••••••• _-::,:X'r-_-::=X,-_-",,-, 
low. Court of Appe.ls ................... ' 703 22J NH 

o 
NH 

K.ns.s-Court of Appe.,s •••••••• ·........ 292 93 
Kentucky--Court of Appe.,s.............. 892 228 
Loulsl.n.--court· of Appe.I.............. X NH 
MlIry I.nd--Court of Spec 1.1 Appe.1 s ••• " • 84 69 
Massachusetts-:-~ppeals Court •• '"'-•••••••• o. 

Mlchlgon-court qf Appe.ls •••••••••••••• 
MlssotJrl--COUrt of Appe.ls.'. •••••••••••• 
New Jersey-Appell.te DIvIsion of 

SuperIor Court ........................ . 

New Mexlco-court of Appe.,s •••••••••••• 
New "York--STATE TOTAL. •••••••••••••••••• 

Appell.te Division of the Suprerre 
Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appell.te Terms of the Supreme Court •• 
North C.ro II n.--court of Appe.' s ••••••••. 
Ohlo-court of Appeals •••••••••••••••••• 
Ok I.hom.-court of Appe.' s ••••••••• , ••• , 
Oregon-COurt of Appe.,s •••••••••••••••• 
Pennsylv.nlo--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• 

1.244 675 

x X 

X X 

2.578 1.827 
129 NH 

X X 

x 

o 

x 

x 

o 
NH 

X 
NH 
o 

x 

x 

o 
3,913 

752 
92 

385 
1.141 

909 
153 

1.966 

5.736 

218 

4.628 
129 

1.024 

2.102 2.309 
436 426 

NH NH 
896 

2.164 
X 

370 239' 
602 190 792 336 

1.189 305 X X 1;571 1.340 
2.042 NH NH 2.386 2.068 

_X~(~6c:.)_e~X~(1~4c:.)_e_::.X ____ ~X~ __ ~I.~6~4~4(~21)e 744 
X X f;050 3 
l< X X X 5.248 1\ 

1.207 '688 

2.197 1.775 

210 
X 

X 

X 
697 

299 
X 

x 
X 

477 

X X 2.255 1.141 

X x 

X. 

6.098 

539 

" 10.599' 

8.384
' 2.215 

x 
X 
X 

X", 
X. 

546 

2,308 
X 

112 
129 
317 

NH 
709 

X· 

X 
688 

x 

X 
X 

X 
X 

489 
4.365 2.568 NIlj,l NH 

NIl'( NH 

1.525 
7.546 

449 
4.148 2.595 

449 NH 462 NH 

980 1.417 NH,,}, NH 3.106 X X 

NH 

4.472 
847 
384 
465 

o 
1.770 

X 
481 

558 

o 
2.082 

X 
j()J 

154 

o 
NH 

NH 

o 
NH 

NH 

o 
3.852 

801 
78 

'712 
X X 1.736 741 216 X' X 976 

NH 2.378 X nli NH 917 
X(6)e X(14)e I ,685 (208_6;:.;8:.-__ .:.4"'"4 ____ 0"-_--"0 ____ ....:.'~12'::... 

x 
X 

X 

X 

NH 
NH .. 

1,' .'/ 

X 
X 

X 

X 
NH 
NH 
NH 

1.020 
4.937 
2.118 

5.610 

463 
11,034 

9.213 
1.821 
1.446 
7.366 

462 
2.684 

1.312 741 

x x 
X X 

2,776 1.800 
116 NH 

X X 

x 

x 

NH 
NH 

X 

X 

NH 
NH 
NH 

2.103 

6.224 

294 

4.789 
116 

1.446 

Superlcr Court.... •••••• ••••••••• ••••• ~ ~ 'Ii! ~.::~: 
Te==~!~~~~:~:::::::::::::::::: 73~ 68~·h 1----"~,,:.;.!9'::.2:'-'-- ---:8'"'0-0---X.,---------I'"".-=5""50"... .) tt 1\ Court of Appe.ls................. ••••• NH NH 730 t NH Of NH 730 800 NH NH 800 Nil NH 

NH NIl Court of Crlmln.1 Appe.ls............. NH NH NHf • ...' 685 :,e\NH' I 694 NH X NH 758 
Tex.s--court of C.lvl.l Appe.ls ••••••••••• 1.080 NH NH 1.080 2.172>< ~II" NH 2.i72 1.948 NH NH 1.948 1.304 NH NH 1.304 
lIashlngton-court of Appe.,s ............ 1.244 884 X X 2.275 1.12i~. 69:~:.Ji"x X 2.093 _",I.",1..:4",5_...::.62:.:5o.-__ "X __ ..:X"-_..:2,, • .=0:.;73:..._,-,I • ..,2:::2c:.1_...::.95:.:5o.--,-_"X __ ..:X"-_..:2".,,,2:.:95=--

Note: For Inclusion on this toble •• cose Is defined as allY appe.l. orl91npi proceedln9r.d.~Il!f II" appe.l. or saJtence review only cose. 
TotiSll Cases pending, filed, lind disposed Include orIginal proceedl ~s lind sentence r.evh~ ol).y cases liS well as all eppeliis lind all requests to appeal. 
All .v.lI.ble dota lr8 e"tered 1~lthe table. BI.nk sp.ces Indlc.t\/·that the d.t •• ni roi' .,'a"able. . '," I 

NH = T~ls c.se type Is not ~.ndled' In this court. , \ New York-Appellate Division of the Suprerre Court--Tot.1 c.ses filed dO not Include .11 
X = The d.t. for this cose type are known to be Included In the tot. I , but were not .vall.ti,le original proceedings. 

by c.tegory. Pennsylv.nl.o--Data reported Include only appeals from bot~ courts .nd orlgln.1 

eCases are not Included In the total to avoid double countln.: 
... request to appe.' granted Is not counted as • disposed request to appe.' or as • filed " 

appe.l. It Is counted .s • disposition only when the resulting eppeal Is disposed. 
'D.t. ore !19t """,,'Iete '. 

C.llfornl ..... Total cases pendl.ng dO not 'nclude orlgln.1 proceedings. 

\\. 

proceedings from the CoImlonw •• lth Courts. 
JExpian.tlon of d.ta InclUded' I~ the c.tegory: 

"'Iab.m.--COurt of Crlmln.1 Appeals-Appe.'s figure Includes ",*1"" 01 "Pp~al c.ses as 
well as 'ppe.'s. 

lowa--Clvll appe.ls flied and pending Include .dmlnlstratlVe law and postconvlctlon 
relief c.se5. Crlm~aleppeals filed and pending Include sentence review ~'Iy cases. 
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TABLE 10: Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1978. ". 
Courts r~pqrting dispositions by opinion. Number ahd percent of cases disposed by opinion, by 
case type. Total cases disposed by opinion, total cases disposed, and number of justices/judges 

St.te ond court level Civil 
oppe.'s 

,,". 

Intermediate appellate C9urts 

% of' 
c.tegory 
disposed" 
of by 

Nurrber qll n Ion 

AI.b.m.--COurt of Clv! I Appe.'s. .......... X" 
Court of Crlmln.1 Appe.'s.. ............. NH 

Arlzon .. --COurt of Appe.,s................. 207 
Cal 11ornil,--COurts of Appelll m •••••••••• !,.. 2,eOB 
Coloredo--COurts of Appe13ls ••••••••••••••• 
I Illnols--Appel I.te COurtm................ 1,246 

Indl.na-.,Court of Appe.,sm ............... . 
lo •• --Court of Appe.,s ................... . 
K.ns~s--court· of Appe.,s ................. . 
Kentucky-Court of Appe.'sJ ............. .. 
Massachusetts--Appeal s Court ...... • : ................. .. 

Maryl.nd--COurt of Spec'.' Appe.lsJ ...... . 

Mlchlg.n--court of Appe.ls .............. .. 
Mlssoud:'-COurt of Appe.,s .............. .. 
Ne. Jersey--Appe I I.te 0 I v I s I on of 

Superior COurtm ......................... . 
No. Mexlco-Court of Appe.,s ............ .. 
Ne. York--Appell.te Divisions of too 

Supreme Court .............................. ;· .............. ~ .. .. 

202 
1,0461 

553 

North C.rollna-Court of Appe.,s ...... ;'... 5461 
Ohlo--court ofAppe.ls ..................... 2,076 
Qregon--COurf of App'ea I 5 .................................. .. 

Pennsy I van ~ D--Superl'or Court .......................... .. 
Common.e.lth Court ..................... . 

Texas-Courts ·of Civil Appe.,s ............ . 
W.shlngton--court of .~pe.'s ............. .. 

31 
54 

56 

60 

48 

100 
501 

43 

.' . 

Crlmln.1 
oppe"s 

% of 
category 
disposed 
of by 

Nunber opl nlon 

116 
3,278 

841 

103 
24>1 

428 

489 
,213 

NH 
4i5G! 

NH 
X 

II 
80 

36 

80 

69 

100 
47 

74 

Agency 
oppe.'s 

% of 
c.tegory 
disposed 
of by 

Nunber op I n len 

34 12 

(J) 

Juvenile 
oppe.'s 

,;% of 
c.tegory 
dl s!>,sed 
of by 

Nunber op I n Ion 

8 27 

C.ses disposed of by opinion 

Post
conviction 

oppe"s 

~ of 
category 

. dl '-posed 
of by 

Nunber op I n Ion 

Tot. I 
oppe.'s 

365 

2,087 

305 
1,2891 

981 

1,035 
3,289 

94&1 

------------------------------~----------------~----------------------------~--------~I-' ----',', I' Courts of last resort In st.tes .Ithout 
Intermediate oppell.te courts 

Alaska--S"preme Courtm. ........... ........ 105 
ArkanslIs--Supreme' CoL~rt ••••••••••••••••• '~. 
Connectl cut-Supreme Court................ 145 
District of Colurobla--court of Appeals ... ; 
H ••• II-Suprema Court..................... 47 
Idaho--Supreme COurtm..................... 1051 

M.lne--Supreme ,JUdicial Court ...... :...... 220 
Mlnnesota--Supreme Court.. ................ 53 
Mlsslsslppl--Supreme CourtJ .......... ; .. .. 
Montana-Supreme Court ••••••••••••• • ,~ ••••• 
Nebraska--Supreme Court....... ............ 210 
Nevada--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hampshlre--Supreme Court •••••••••••••• 
North Dokota--Supreme Court ............. .. 
Oklahom~-Court of Cr'mln.' .~pe.ls....... NH 
Puerto Rlco..-Supreme Court ............... . 
South Carollna--Supreme Court •••• , ......... () 
South Oakota--Supreme Courtm ••••••• • ~ ••••• 

Texas--COurt of Cr-lml~.1 Appe.,s ......... . 
Utah--5upreme Court ..................... .. 
Vermont--Supreme CO,urt .................. .. 

'VIrginia-SUpreme Court •• · ••••••••••••••••• 
West Vlrglolo--Supreme COu~,t of Appe.'s ... 
Wlsconsln--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Wyomlng--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

NH 

47 

48 

49 
61 

85 
14 

72 

94 

41 

45 
351 

161 
17" 

,113 

516 

X 

72 

84 

63 
49 

74 
14 

40 

20 

o o o o 

15 48 (J) 

141 

22 61 

o o 

(JI::, 

9 43 

199 

II 
t \"186 

?t 92 

155 

381 
83 

6561 

354 

516 

101 

I' 
f\ 
1: 

fj, : 

t , t 

Original 
proceed I ngs 

% ot 
c.tegory 
disposed 
of by 

Number op I n Ion 

15 
4Q7 

IJ 

218 

2 

9 

6 
9 

35 

20 

24 
9 

9 

8 

Requests 
to oppeal 

% of 
category 
disposed 
of by 

Number op I n Ion 

10 

Sentence 
review ani y 

t of 
category 
dl sposed 
of by 

NUmber opl nlon 

31 72 

Total 
cases 

disposed of 
by opinions 

229 
318 
380 

6,093ffi. 
554 ' 

2,08Jffi 

833ffi 
329 
305 

1,~,9G! 
283 
99gj 

2,550 
1,012 

3,032'" 
155 

565 

1,035 
3,507 

810 
2,416 

769 
1,729 

98G! 

248m 

555 
186 
352 
97 

15Jffi 

381 
92 

65&1 
269 
354 
227 

235 
133 
249 
66 

.<,274 
244"' 

(! ~16 
399 
102 
1.49 
191 
242 
10!)ffi' 

,. 

Total 
DIspositions 

346 
8381 

2,229 
13,211 

1,,001 
4,472 

.1347 
384 
465 

1,736 
1,020 
1,685 

4,937 
2,118 

5,610 
.A63 

9,213 

1,446 
7,366 
2,684 

1,948 
2,073 

560 
657 
418 

1,367 
187 
301 

538 
688 
892 
475 
631

' 831 

318 
1791 

640 
1,245 

684 
331 

4,077 
(/635' 

358 
1,931 

740 
838 
'147 

Number 
of 

Just Ices/ 
Judges 

3 
5c 

12 
57.5c 

10 
34c 

12 

14 
6 

19 

18 
22 

21 

9 

44 
9.5c 

7 
9 

51 c 

16 

6 
9 
5 
5 

9 
gO 

5 

5 

Nunber of 
cases disposed 
of by opinion 
as percent of. 

dl spos Itlons 

66 
381 
17 
46 
55 
47 

98 
86 
66 
741 
28 
591 

52 
48 

54 
33 

6 

72 
48 
30 

89 
47J 

44 
84 
45 
26 
52 
52 

71 
13 
741 
57 
561 

27 

Nllmber of cases 
dl sposed of by 

opinion per 
Judge 

76.3 
63.6c 

31.7 
106c 

55.4 
61.4 

69.4 
65.8 
43.6 
92.IJ 
'47.2 
76.&1 

144.4 
31.0 

115.0 
79.7 
85.3c 

345.1 
85.4 
33.9c 

61';>1 

49.6 
79.3 
31.0 
39.1 
19.': 
31.4 

54.4 
10.2 
72.9cJ 
53.8 
50.6 
45.4 

Nurrber of 
opinIons 
per Judge 

----.------------------~---

5" 
3 
7 
5 

9 

5 
5 
7 

5 

13 
63 
28 
.,8 
26 
29 
71' 

47.0 
26.6 
83.0 
9.4 

54.8 
48.0 

.~. 

57.3 
79.8 
20.4 
21.3 
38.2 
34.6 
21.0 

(conti oued on next pege) 
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f r 
Opinions reported by appellate courts, 1978. :~ontinUed) '0 r TABL~,10: 

st.rle end court 1 eve I 

I nfe ..... d I.te .W!' I I.te courts 

... I.b .... --Supreme Court ............. ~ ••••••• 
Ar I zone-Supreme Court ........... ,. •••••••••• 
C.II forn I .--Supr ..... Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Co \ ?'".do-supr....liCOurt ••••••• '" ••••••••• 
Florld.--Supr .... Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Georgl.-Supreme Court, ••••••••••••••••••• 

1IIInols--Supr ..... Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Indtane--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Jowa--Supreme COlJrt'II ...................... . 

C.ses dls,posed of by opinion 

.~.-:~----------------------~---------------------------------('-------------------

Civil 
appe.ls 

% of 
c.tegory 
disposed 
of by 

Nulliler cpl nlon 

35 67 
56 97 

24sJ 30 

• of 
c.tegory 
disposed 
of by 

Nun~el'" cp I n Ion 

68 63 
32 100 

"'gency 
appe.ls 

• of 
category· 
disposed 
of by 

Nullilsr opinion 

Juvenile 
appe.ls 

• of 
c.tegory 
disposed 
of by 

NUnDer qllnJo"I' 

Post
cc!,:nvlctlon 

appe.ls 

• of 
c.tegory 
dl sposed 
of by 

Nulliler opinion 

Ij I 

Tot. I 
appe.ln 

361 
104 
88 

262 

~·Kensas--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kentucky-Supr..,.. Court •••••••••• ; •••••••• 
Lou Isl.ne-Supreme' Court •••••••••••••••••• 

X 
1031 
162 

22 
92 

Ij I 
X 266 

422 

M.ss.chusetts-Supr..,.. Judlcl.1 Court ...... 
. Moryl.nd--COurt of Appe.lsJ ••••••••••••••• 
M I ch I g.n-Supreo", Court •••• '.' ., ••••••••••• 
Missouri-Supr ..... Court •••• : •••••••••••••• 
New Jersey-Supreme COurtm ............... . 
New Mexlco--SuprEllllEl Courtm ................ . 

84 62 25 52 

---------------------------------------~----------------~~----~~~----------------
New York--COurt of Appe.1 s ............... .. 
North Corolln.-Supr""" Court ............ . 
Oregon--Supreme Court .................... . 
Pennsy I v.n I.-Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• 
Tex.s-Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Washlngton--Supreme COUrt ••••••••• f~ ...... . 

55 

125 69 

79 

NH 
25 

134 

50 150 

Note: All .v.ll.ble dot •• re Included In the t.ble. BI.nk sp.ces Indlc.t .. th.t d.t. were not .v.llabl ... 
A case w.s cl.sslfled,.os disposed by opinion If It w.s so cl.ssl,fled by the st.te nnnu.1 reports, e.g •• r,. listing of "por curl",," wou,'jd only. 
be classifIed os .n opinion, If It wos listed, "per curl ... opinIon," 
Th .. dota do not Include dIssenting or concurring opinions. 

NH r This case type Is not h.ndled In this court. 
X ~ The d.t. for tMs c.se typo .re known to be Included In the tot. I but were not .v.lI.ble by category. (:;:,,' 

cJudge Info'1l1.tlon: " 
AI.b.m.--court of Crlmln.1 Appe.ls--There .r .. tlree supornumernry judges .i'so .sslgned to this courT. 
C.llfornl.--courtof Appe.I-... lthough there were 56 judges .lloc.ted orlgln.lly, there were 57.5 full-time judge equlv.lents." 
II II nols--Appoll.t .. COurt--Thr .... refired .nd five circuit Judges .Iso serv .. d by assignment during 1978. 

"Hlsslsslppl-T ... nty .... lght trl.1 judges seryed os tempor.ry canmlssloners between Aug. I, "1976 .nd Dec. 31. 1978. 
Hlssourl--Supreme eo"rt--Four canmlssloners ';'Iso served the Court. 
New York-Appell.te Divisions of the Supreme Court--EI .. ven Justices and nIne certifIed retIred judges were tempor.rlly "'~Igned to thIs Court. 

./'"'ilregon-supreme C?,<>urt--Although ther .. were seven judges .1 located orlgln.lly. there .... r .. 7.5 full-tl~ judge equlv.l .. nts .lfurlng 1978. 
Y Court of Appe.ls-Although there were 10 judges .1 located originally, there wer .. /lCtually 9.5 full-time judge equlv.lents during 1978. 

Tex.s--COurts of Civil Appe.ls--Nlne new judges were .dde~ on Dec_er I, 1978. " 
W.shlngton-Supreme Court-In .ddltlon, on .. cO<lllllssloner serves the Supreme Court. 

lo.t. are not complete: " 
AI.bl!lllO--court of Crlmln.1 Appe.ls--D.t. do not Include petItions disposed of In th .. clerk's office .t the dlr .. ctlon of the court. 
Nabrosk.--.'lequosts to appe.1 ore not . Included In dispositIon dot •• 
North P.kot.-oot. do not Include c .. rtlor.rl requests to .ppeal, .dvlsory opinions, or orlglnl.1 jurlsdlctan c.ses. 

JExpl.n.tlon of dot. Included In the category: " 
Id.ho-Clvll .ppe.ls Include Juvenile .pp ... ls. Crlmln.1 appe.ls Include, postconvlc:tlon remedy c.ses. 

Q 

o 

". 
" 

" 

Orlgln.1 
Proceedings 

• of 
c.t .. gory 
disposed' 
of by 

Number op I n Ion 

56 6 
42 6 

13 
9 

10 f8 

Requests 
to Appe.1 

% of 
category 
disposed 
of by 

Nulliler opinion 

Sentence 

Review Onl \' 

• of 
c.tegory 
dl spOsed' 
01 by 

Number opinion 

Ij) 

Tot. I 
Cases 

DIsposed 01 
by Opinions 

361 
160 
130 

'1322 
482 
760 

19~ 

275 
35~ 

271 

221 
432 

Tot.1 
01 spos Itlons 

667 
1,065 
3,706 

893 
2,4~4 

I.~ 1,530 

1,246 
507 

1 ~'4,45 
402 
736 

2,645 

Nurrber 
of 

Justlces/ 
Judges 

9 
5 

7 
7 

9 
7 
7 

NUnDer of 
cases disposed 
of by opinion 
as percent of 

dl spos It Ions 

57 
15 

36 
19 
50 

16 
54 
25 
67 
31 
16 

Number of c.ses 
dl sposed of by 

opinion per 
judge 

42.3 
32.0 
18.6 
46.0 
68.9 

108.6 

Nur.Der of 
opinions 
per judge 

" 

----- ~------------------~-

. 20m 30 

II 92 83 17 

, 296 
1301 
96 

109 

171m 

219m 

175 
134 
264 
384 
97 

,,244 

Mlnnesot.--Agency App ... ls d.t. Include r .. quests to .ppe.l. 

570 
1.487 

616 
1,078 

626 

3,298 
487 
811 

1,115 
734 

7 
~ 

231 
6 

16 
16 
35 

28 
33 

9 
33 

42.3 
18.61 
13.7 
15.6c 

24.4 
43.8 

25.0 
19.1 
35.~ 

54.9 
10.8 
27.1 c 

low.--Suprame Court-oClvll appe.1 s Inch,de,'.gency appe.ls and posteonvlcflon remedy appe.I.. Crimi n.1 .appe.1 s I nclude sentence revl ... 
only cases.' 

Kentucky..i~urt of Appe.ls--of tl><> figures given, 805 civil .nd 188 crimInal 
opinions. 

M.ryl.nd--Court of Appe.ls--Slxteon of the I~O ~Inlons wera "unreported." 
Mlsslsslppl--01 the 656 opinion., 90 wer .. "unpubllsh .. d." '.. , 

appo.ls,,,.nd -the; original proceedIng were "no'l',obllshed" 
'\ .. 
~) 

North C.rolln.--Court of Appe.ls-oClvll appo.ls InclUo. .gency "appo.t~. 
W.shlngton--CoUrt of"Appe.ls--of the figures gl~ .. n, 251 civil, 295 crlml .. l •• nd 14 other c.ses wer .. unpublished D~Inlons •. , 

mc.teg'!/rles for dlsr>?sltlon type or trl.1 dot.; ') " 
",I.sk.--There wer .. 237 .ctu.I opiniOnS published In 1978. ..." 
C.llfornl.--Courts of "'ppe.I--There "ere.5,959 maj"rlty opinions .r':! ~by the court" majority opinions th.t'dlsposed of 6,093 c.s .... 
ld.ho--157 c.ses ,were disposed of by 157 majority or per curl ... opinIons. 
" II nol s--Appell.te Court--The 2,087 c.ses were dl sposed of by 1.940 m.J~rlty .nd por curl !Ill op I nlons. 
Indl.n.--Court of App ... ls--The 833 c.ses ""'5" disposed of by 833 opinions. ') 

121.3)m 
( 36.0)m 

\' low.--Supreme Court--lhe 357 oplnlonsca/ered 357 c.ses. . 
New Jersey-Supreme CoUrt--These c.s",,' resulted In 149 m.jorlty .nd per curl ... opinions. 

Appell.to Division of Superior Court--The 3,OJ? cases resulted in 2',900 oplnlo"s. 
New Me.lco-",SupremeCourt-The 219 c.ses resulted In 180 written opinions. 
South Dokot.--The 244c.ses c~ore disposed of by 203 opInions. 
Wyomlng--Supreme Court--Thes" 105 c.ses wor .. clOSed by 97 opinions. 

"" 
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TABLE 11: Time intelVal (days) data for courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts, 1978. 
Courts grouped by beginning event point. Beginning event to briefs filed, to argument or submission, and 
to decision announced. Argument or submission to decision announced. Type of cases included and 
statistic type (mean or median) 

stete end court title Type of elise 

Courts of Illst resort 

Alaske--Supreme Court........ •••••••••••••••••••• c'vll 

District of Columbla--COurt of Appeels ••••••••••• 

crlmlnel 
sentence appeel 
tote! cases 

Kenses--Supreme Court........ •••••••••••• •••••••• cl vii ,& ogency 
criminal 

Nelt Hampshlre--Surpreme Court.................... iotal ceses 
Nelt Mexlco--Supreme Court ••••••••••••••• ;. •••••• '. total cases 
Nelt Jersey-Supreme Court ••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• tote I cases 

tot.l coses 

Beginning 
event 

notice of eppeal 
notice rr lIppoat 
not tee I)f ""peal 

" notice of lIppeal 
not tco of ""peat 
not 1 ce of appee I 
fIling of record 
notice of eppeal 
natlce of eppeal or 

granting certIfication 
notlce'of eppeal or 
!r.otlng certlflcotlon 

9.g100109 
event 

to briefs 
filed 

222 
297 
129 
124 
138 
190 

8eglnnlng' Ar;9urrent or Beginning Type 
event to submission event to of 

lIrgufIlln+ or to decision decl s ton sht-
submission announced lmnounced ~ 

293 
369 
135 
351 

92 
212 

285 

246 

225 
228 
209 
121 
273 
156 

81 
42 

130 

100 

518 
597 
344 
472 
411 
336 
173 
253 

412 

mo.n 
nB~n 

mo.n 
;reon 
mo.n 
me.n 
~.n 

""on 

""en 

Oregon-~S~preme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Washlngto.~,~Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Heltalt--Suprema Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

total cases notice of eppeal 
394 
340 
580 

medl an 
",.n 

total cases notice of appeal 427 152 ~ 
clvll--regular opinion filing of ""peal 86U 

528 
806 

.....n 
clvll--rrenorandum opInion ft Itng of eppeal 
crlmlnal--regular opinion fll Ing of eppeel 
crImi na I--menorendum 

"".n 
""on 

opinion 
or'glnal proceedlngs

regular opinion 

filIng of ..,pe.' 604 "".n 
79 

meno opinion 9 
mo.n 
",.n 

Wyomlng-Supre~ Court........................... .!t~ot!!o;;l...:c:!.~s::.s::..-_______ cdock~:.:.;.:ct::..;1 n::.;9'--_-,-_______________ -!'~9;.5 ______ --79B:-______ ;29==3~ 
Arkansas-Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• civil filing of record 155 18 173 

~ 

crlmlnel and post
conviction remedy 

HlssJsslppl--Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••• total cases 
totol cases 

Harylend--COurt of Appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••• tote I cases 
Nelt Jersey--Supreme Court....... •••••••••• ••••••• totol coses 
VIsconsfn--Supreme Court .......................... civil opiniOns 

crlmlnel opinions 
"total opiniOns 

lolto-Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• civil 
priority civil 
criminal 
total coses 

Intarmedlete ~pellate courts 

Alobame--COurt of Civil Appeals ................... btel ca'les 
lowo--Court of Appe.ls... ................... ..... cIvil 

(\ 
KlInsa~--.:court of Appeal s ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

priority clvll 
crlmlnol 
totel ceses 
clvll 
crIminal 

Nelt Jersey-.. Appollcfe Drvf~lcn of Superior Court. total ceses 
total cases 

New Me>Jco--Court of ~·peols..................... 'torts 
lI<imlnlstretlva eppeols 
workmen r S ccmpens3t Ion 
Interlocutory eppoal 
other 

'\:f'"egO~~urt of Appeels ••••••••••••••••••••••••• crlmlnel 
ell other appeals 

Woshlngton-Court of Appe~IS' 
total cases 

filIng of record 
fill ng of record 
J udgmant I n 10ll'8r court 
dispositIon In lolter ccurt 
Judgment below 
dock.ted dot. lOB 
axKeted dete 94 

dock.ted dot. 104 
ready for submlss. ton 
ready for submission 

124 

299 
371 
598 
508 
587 

27 

52 
130 

42 
56 
42 

"".n 
150 tlDon 
306 nean 
f73 neon 
.351 meon 
504 noen 
129 meon 

C 612 neen 
704 nelln 
253 neDn 
125 rear. 
128 neDn reedy for submlss Ion 

reect(.ifor submission ______________________________ ~19~8~ ~ 

notlc. of ..,pe.1 
reedy for subm~slon 
re:ldy for submission 
ready for sUbmlss Ion 
ready for submission 
notice of ..,pe.1 
notice of opepol 
notice of lppeal 
not Ice of qJpeal 
notice of appeal 
notIce of q>peel 
notIce of appeel 
nat leo of ep~~~i 
notice of appeal 
not lea of eppeol 
notIce 01 eppeal 
not Ice of tlppeal 

119 161 

398 
348 

21 

29 
17 

168 
223 

""on 
"".n 

122 nlHln 
,12~ nean 
177 nean 
302 neon 
187 mEtan 
.l74 neen 
348 pedl an 
·365 nean 
335 nacn 
256 flBlin 

130 """.n . ________ ~ __________________ ~3;21~_ ~~ 
190 mean 
196 neen 
192 mean 

Olv!ston I.......................... ........... iota I cases notice of ""paal 336 92 421 median 
Division II ..................... ; .............. toto I c.ses notice of ~pe.1 485 46 531 "",dl.n 
01 vi slon 111................................... .!t~ot!!.:;I...:c:!.o.:.::.s::..-_______ ~not;:.;':::ce::..!o:;.t...:.~P~p~ •• ::;I'--______________ -=4c::09'!-______ .::40~ ______ ::,44:;8:--_ ~ 

Texas--COurt of CIvl\)Appeals.................... total cases filing 01 appeel 180 mon 
Moryland--<:Ourt of SpecJal Appeols, ••••••••••••••• total cases dlsposltlQn In lower court 232 21 253 man 
New Jersey Appellato DivIsion of Superior Court. tote I ceses Judgment below 440 29 415 mecn 

Note: rimes ere often given In ronths, fractIons of m:mths, or ,nonfhs and days. for conpllrDblllty, rronths wero conyerted to days by usIng lb.5 days par 
InOnth~ 

Dota on thIs tabla ore apparently for lIppeols decided on the merits after a full revIew by tt'lo court, although thIs fAct Is not usuallY "JaM expHclt In 
the source documents. Th8 dato tOj the Washfngton..Supreme Court ere only for appeals flied dlroctly .Ith tho court, and not for appools certified or
tr.Dnsfet"red fran t~e IntermedIate eppel late court. III addltlon to reguler appellls, the New Jersey Supr$fOO Court delto l·nc'ude SOCJe cases In ..tIlch tho 
decIsIon on the merits Is mede pursuDnt to the argument. as 10 Whether the certlflcotlon should be granted. 

All ovo'leble dato bi-e en.t~red In the "table. Blenk speces IndIcate. that the dato ere not avaIlable. 

tFor the tlms thti brIefs are flied, the folloltlng events were used! 
Reldlness--Iowa Supreme Court, Kar:stts SIi~eme Court, Iowa CoUrt of 

Appeols, and Kanses Court of Appeals 
Oota perfected--New Jersey Supreme'Court, Washlngto'1 SUPl':.eme Court, 

New Jersey Appellate Division 01 Superior Court, 
ond Weshlngton Court of Appeal s 

. ,Appellee's brlef--AI.bom. Court of CIvil Appe.ls 
Moturlty-Wyanlng Su.rome Court 

At Issue--New MexIco Supr~ Court, Oregon Suprone Court, end Oregon Ccurt 
of Appe.l. 

For tho tim of orgurrent 01"' submission, tho fol 10~lng ewnts .ere used: 
Cons tderat 10n--MDssDChusetts Appeal s :Court 

For time decf 80n announced, tho fol lowlJ'19 ovents ~ere used~ 
Oplolon publlc.tlon--Mosk. Supr_ Court 
Fln.1 doclslon--Oregoo Supr ...... Court .nd IJregon Court of Appe.ls, 
Date of remlttrtur--WI seonsln Supreme Court 

\ 

I 
! 

TABLE 12: Filed cases for appellate court~, 1969-1978. . 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data ------

Stde and court title 
Cases filed 

'-:,~~~~ ___________ 1~9~6~9 ______ '~9~7£0 ______ '~9~7~1 ____ -J1~9~72~==~1~9~73~====='~9~74!:====~~====~~~==~~===== Courts of I.st r.sort 1975 197. 1977 197B 

At- I zonG--Supreme Court.......... ,-
C.I,,!forol. Supreme COUrtl •••••• 
Color&do--Supreme Court ••••••••• 
De IlIltllre-.. Supreme Court ••••••••• 
Ol.trlct ot Collllnbl.--court ot .' 

556 
3.322

' 620 
201 

679 
3.4001 

56S-
19B 

697' 
3.1791 

544 
176 

677 
3.23BI 

517 
2;0 

6B6 
3.1391 

606 
247 

749 
3.5131 

611 
255 

890 
3.6681 

553 
273 

1.023 
3.7041 

651 
341 

964 
3.7461 

735 
364k 

1.111 
3,951' 

854 
361k 

App •• lsl.................... 4521 61J1 7961 9801 1.1281 
~1~d.~h~~~S~u~pr~.~~~co~ur~t~17··~·:·:··~·:·:··~·~ ____________________ -2'!82~1~ ____ i'~55~1--~_12~43~1~--~ .• ~2~52~1-----I~.~2g2'~1-----I~.~34~2~1--~I~.3~2i71~--~I~.,~~1 

'.l ~.ns.s--supr_ Court.. ......... 368 341 342 3071 2951 3451 3231 

Kontucky Supreme Court......... 960 1,153 1,113 1,144 1,160 1,142 1.326285 48~. 464* I~T 
Loufsl.n.-Supr_ Court........ 601 755 86' n 463 771 

~:~:;:~=-~~~::f~~~~~~~::::: 4111 4371 4891 I'~~I "~:I I·~~:I li~~1 I.:~~I 2'~~1 2.~~:1 
Mlno.sot.--Supr.~ Court........ :~~ :~ 708 658 811 957 974 1.045 1.503 1.636 

Hlssl.slppl--Suprome COUrtl..... 4621 !~~I :~;I :~~I ~~:I :~~I ~~~I 1.001 1.117 

At" I zona--Court of Appea'l 5 ........ . 

C.IIf""nl ... -COUrts ot Appe., .. .. 
Color.d~rt of Appe.ls .... .. 
II Iinols-Appel I.t. Court ..... .. 
Lou lsi ana-Courts of Appoa I ••••• 
M.ryl.nd--Court of Specl.1 

App •• lsl ................... . 
Mlchlgon--COUrt of Appe.ls .... .. 

,Mlssourl"-Court ot App •• lsl .... . 
New Jersey-Appellate OlvlsJon 

of Super'lor COur-t.'; ••••••••• 
Now Mex'co-~urt of ~il~v:~ ••• -. 
Oh Io--Court of App •• 1 s .......... . 
Okl.hom.--COUrt ot Appe.I ..... .. 
Or.gon-Court of Appe.l s ...... .. 
P.onsylvonl ... -STATE TOTAl ...... . 

SUperior Court ............... . 
Commonwea I th Court ............ . 

671 
6.530 

1,691 
1.406 ' 

5001 
1,959,. 

5731 

2.067. 
168 

805 
7.721 

373 
1.856 
1.416 

'577 

783 
8,321 

616 
2.499 
1.455 

232 
3.798 

445 
622 

Teonos.....-STATE TOTAL.......... 860 863 859 
Court ot Appe.ls.............. 430 488 452 
Court ot Crlmln.1 Appe.ls..... 430 J7S 407 

~~=::~~;.:c~~-~~t~o~~~~t~s~~~~~C~~;~IAp~I~:~:.~~~:~~~~:~: _____ 1._1_53 _______ 1._2_~ ______ 1-1.;~ 

875 
8.1~4 

.4'26 
J~020 

1.573 

i261 

_ 2.799 
\1 t-~0911 

235 
4.~1I 

472 
766 

3,160 
2.433 
1-.347 
1.042 

498 
544 

1.397 
1.243 

921 
8.B06 

468 
3.044 
1.589 

318 
4,909 

365 
B43 

4,474 
2.670 
1.804 
1.092 

494 
598 

1.332 
1.244 

1.321 
9.418 

444 
3.259 
1.579 

9001 

3.579 
1.4051 

475 
5.503 

406 
1.046 
3.916 
<.203 
1.713 
1.016 

485 
531 

1.502 
1.541 

1.725 
9.936 

858 
4.135 
2.020 

1.1541 

4,435 
1,5521 

4.383 
514 

6.869 :.' 
327 

1.539 
'5.023 
2.996 
2.027 
1.279 

649 
630 

1.764 
1.819 

2.017 
0.312 

915 
3.973 
2.189 

11,384 

4.544 
1,.805 

4.819 
446 

7. 204 
418 

1.847 
6.067 
3.6~1 
2.436 
1,330 

694 
636 

1.824 
1.777 

2.005 
11.460 
1.128 
4.381 
2.407 

1.3831 

5.274 
1.7971 

5,9~8 
576 

7.~92 

353 
2.)48 
6.364 
3,100 
2.664 
1,472 

758 
714 

1.969 
1.996 

2.IB3 
12.337 
1.119 
4,41t 
2.386 

1.4121 

5.248 
1.8951 

6.098 
539 

7.546 
449 

3.106 
7.692 
4,495. 
3.197 
1.424 

730 
694 

2.172 
2.093 

Uote: for tncluston on~ this table a case Is do1l.ned es ony appeel, J 1 , 
counted when or.lgtnelly flied and are not ccuntrod again tt any or 9 na proceodlng, or any request to q:»peal. Requests to ~peal ere 
remainder of"thts document. grllnted. The nUlTUer"S correspond to the "unbors not I" poren~~ses In the 

All dote .ra entered 10 tho to!>l •• ,111.nk spoces Indlc.te t~~t the dot •• ro nof' .v.lI.ble. 

-- • Not ..,plte.bl •• 

lD~ta a_re not complete; 

I) Q 

Ccllfornl ... -StJpreme Court--Ooto do oot InclUde .ttorney 
discIplinary 1;05&5. " 

District of Coli"'blo--COUrt of Appo.I.--O.t. glv.n InclUde 
only .pp •• ls flied. 

Ideho--Supremo Court--o.t. glvoo Include o;lIy ~fXJ.ls fll.d. 
Kansas-Supreme COurt-ftgur\) for 1978 doos not Include 

reqlJOsts to ..,p •• 1 ,SlIed. 
Moryl.nd--COurt of Appe.ls .nd Court of Sp.cl.1 Appe.ls--O.t. 

glYen JoclUde onl.Y direct .od dlscretlonory ~pe.'s fI'~d. 
HI.slsslppl--Suprom& Court--Oot. giVen Include only .ppe.ls 

tiled. 

MI.sourJ-CoUrt of Appo.,s--0.to given Include only oppe.ls 
tiled • 

Nebr.sk."-Suprerne Court--O.t. qlYen Include only ..,pe.ls ,. 
tiled. '. 

Now J ...... y-SupretlO Cour+-o.t. glvon Inchldo only direct .nd 
discretlooory ~pe.'s tUed. 

Tonno.~, ..... -Supfeme Court-·O.t~ gl""o Ineludo only .appe.ls 
flied. " " 

WIsconsln---SuprOlOO C9urt--Oata gIVen Inc'(ude only 'lIppeals 
orlgtnel actlons~ and dhclpllnery cesos flied. ' 

JExpl.notloo ot ~.to Included I ... the c.t.g;,ry, .. 
MI:uourl-.. Suprone Ccurt-OatG gIven Include all cose.s and other 

proce_dlngs filed with the court. 
Ohlo--Supr..,., COJrt--Oot. glv.o Includo •• , c.sos flIed with the 

court ~nd requests to appelll gron!~. As,o resu It tho ~~ue5ts 
to oppeol !Tonted are:, coonted twIce ,tn thIs tal IV--once .hen 

" tttey were flied es re.quests to eppoal, ond egatn when they ~re 
!r.oted .od bee""" dl scr.tlon.ry appe.ls. 

Rh?de Islend"-Supreme Cour~ODta gl\'Ol1 Include all casos and 
k other pro<:eedlngs fll.d wIth the court. 
Addition.' Intormetloo, 

Ool ••• ro--Supreoo Court--TIle tlgur.cs glv.nfor the 1977 .nd 1978 
court vea~ cover- the colonder yellr. All othor figures gIven 
for thIs cour~ ore based on tho flsc~1 vear. 

Poa~e WOre not· ava' ,able for all courts In 1he state. 

·Indlc.tes tho' ye.r tho Inte,...,.,dl.te ~pell.to court b.gon oper.tlon• 
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TABLE 13: Number and percent change in filed cases year to year and for 10-year period for appellate courts, 
1969-1978. .. 
Appellate courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data 

Number end percent chr.mge In cases filed 

State end court title 
1969 to 197D 1970 to 1971 1971 to 1972 1972 to 197~ 1973 to 1974 1974 to 1975 1975 to 1976 1976 to 1977 1977 to 1978 ~M8 

Courts of last resort 

Arlzona--Supreme Court .............. 12~ ( 22%1 18 ( ~$) -20 ( -~$) ~ ( 1$) 6~ ( 9%) 141 ( 19%) 133 ( 15$) -59 ( -6$) 147 ( 15$) -555 <100$) 
Callfornla--Supreme COUrtl •••• 78 ( 2$) 1 -221 ( -6$) 1 59 ( 2$) I -99 ( -3$) I ~74 ( 12$)1· 155 ( ,1%) 1 36( 1$)1 42 ( 1$)1 205 ( 5$)l 629 ( 19$) 
Color8do--Supreme COurt ............. -52 ( -8%) -24 ( -4$)* -27 ( -5$) 89 ( 17%) 5 ( U) -58 ( -9%) 98 ( 18$) 84 ( 13$) 119 ( If,~) 2~4 ( 40$) 
Del aware--Supreme Court ........ -~ ( -U) -22 (-11$) 74 ( 42$) -~ ( -U) 8 ( 3$>' 18 ( 7$) 68 ( 25%) 2~ ( 7$tk -3 «-1$) 16~ ( 8U) 
District of Columbla--COurt 

Appeals I ............................ 161 ( 36$) I 18~ ( 23$) I 184 ( 2~S) I 148 ( 15$) I 9~ ( 8$::1 121 ( 10$) I -15 ( _1$)1 -D4 1-10$)1 
-I deho--Supreme Court I ................. -27 (-15%)1 88 ( 57'l) I 9 ( 4$) I 55 ( 2~)1 -12 ( -4$) I 50 ( 17$)1 -22 ( -6%)1 
Kansos--Supreme Court ........... -27 ( -m I ( 0$) 26 ( 8$) 70 ( 19$) 26 ( 6$)' 
Kentucky--Supreme Court ............. 193 ( 20%) -40 ( -3$) 31 ( 3$) 16 ( U) -18 ( -2$) B3( 7'l) 392 (-32%)* -37 (-44~)* 308 ( 67'l1 -189 (-20%) 
louisIana-Supreme Court •••••• 154 ( 26$) 108 ( 14$) 181 ( 2U) 39 ( 4$) 175 ( 16$) 348 ( 28$) 156 ( 10$1 504 ( 30$) 139 ( 6$) 1,804 (300$) 
Maryland--COurt of Appeels l ••• 26( 6$) 1 52 ( 12$1 1 -86 (-18$) I -55 (-14%1 1 -44 1-13$)1 -54 1-18$)) -77 (-3U)1 -2 «-U)I I ( <1$) 1 -237 (-58$) 
Mlchlgan--Suprerre CourT ••••••• -40 ( -7$) 204 ( 40$) -50 ( -7$) 15~ ( 23$1 146 ( 18$1 17( 2$) 71 ( 7$) 458 ( 44$) 1}~ ( 9$) t.092 (201 S) 
Mlnnesota--Supreme Court •••••• -55 ( -9$) 8 ( 1$) f9 ( ~$) 74 ( 12%) 104 ( 15$) 140 ( 18$) -10 ( •• 1.1) 90 (10%) 116 (12%) 48<..:t"17il 
Mlss1sslppt--Supreme Court1 ••• -1 ( -U)1 108 ( 24$) I 6~ ( 11$) 1 -25·,( -4$) 1 12 ( 2S)1 167 ( 27$)1 -~42 (-44~)1 ::2cI.<_I~ 
Hl~~url--Supreme CourtJ •••••• 221 ( 27$») 151 ( 15$») -189 (-16$») -611 (-6U») 652 (168$») 1 ~5 "( -1.>$») 266 (29$)) -93 ( -8$)) -!':siT-i2i») 130 ( 16S)) 
Hontane--Slipreme Cour;t •• 4 ••••• 8 ( 4$) ~9 ( 20$) ~ ( U) 30 ( 13$) ~O ( lU) 110 ( ~7%) 60 ( 15~) 48 ( 10$) 
Nebraskll--Supreme Court I e' ••••• 40 ( 12$) 1 112 ( 3)%)1 -28 ( -6$) 1 100 ( 22%) 1 -62 (-11$) 1 87 ( 18~) I 145 ( 25$)1 -109 1-15$)1 ~9 ( 6;11

' 
324 (lOl!) 1 

Nuvadll--Supreme Court .......... 77 ( 24$) -90 (-23$) 69 ( 22$) 17( 4$) 42 ( 11 $) 122 ( 28$) 25~ ( 45$) 286 ( 35$) -61 ( -6$) 712 (223S) 
New HlImpshlre-Supreme Court .. -15 (-lOS) 47 ( 34S) 2 ( 1$) 52 ( 28~) 30 ( 12$) 18 ( /%) -1~ ( -5$) 42 ( 15~) -5 ( -2S) 156 (lOIS) 
New Jersay--Supreme Court I ..... ~1 ( 22$)1 25 ( 15$) 1 -26 I-I~$)1 4 ( 2~)1 10 ( 6S)1 ~ (2U1 1 11 ( 5%)1 -7 ( _~$)1 -32 1-14$)1 54 ( 39$) 
Ne'll Max I co--Supreme Court ...... -37 t-14$) 22 ( lOS) 55 ( 2~$) ~ ( 1%1 135 ( 4,%1 67 ( 15S) 58 ( 12%) 74 ( I3S) 22 ( ~S) 399 (156$) 
Oh lo--Supreme COUrtJ .............. 96 ( 11$») 143 ( 14$») (59 ( 5$») 120 ( 100)J 156 ( 12%») 148 ( 10%») 57 ( 4S)) 
Okl.h"",.--STATE TOlAl. ••••••••• 18 ( '1$) -122 ( -9$) 46 ( 4$) 140 ( lU) 157 ( lU) 228 ( 14$) 192 ( 11~) 4 ( <U) -27~ (-14$) 390 ( 29$) 
Supr~ Court ................ 8Z ( 1~$) -29~ (-40%) 75 ( 17$) 194 ( ~1)* ~3 ( 5$) 257 ( ~5$) 27 ( 3$) 9O( 9%) -80 ( -7S) 
Court of Crlmlnlll Appellls ••• -64 ( -9$) 171 ( 27$) -19 ( -4$) -54 ( -7$) 124 ( 17%) -29 ( -3$) 165 ( 20$) -86 ( 9S) -19~ (-22S) 5 ( <IJ) 

Oregon--Supreme Court ••••••••• -26 ( -6$)* 126 ( 29S) 49 ( 9$) -54 ( -9$) 114 ( 21~) B3 ( 12%) 223 ( 30%) -88 ( 9$) -291 (-~~S) 136 ( 3~) 
Pennsy I van 1 a--Supreme Court ••• -37 ( -~$) 220 ( 16~) 

I) 89 ( 5$) 40 ( 2$1 -187 (-IU) 395 ( 26$) 
Puerto Rlco--Supreme Court •••• 117 ( 13$) 70 ( 8$) 12 ( 1$) 121 ( 11%) 44 ( 4%) -1 f2 ( -9%) 
Rhode Isl!:lnd--Supreme Courtl •• 24 ( m) -4 ( -IS)) 10 ( 3$») 67 ( 19$)) 16 ( 4$») 22 ( 5$)) 
Tennessee-Supreme Court I ••••• f4 ( m l 8 ( 4S) 1 -4 ( -2$)1 -4 ( -2%) 1 61 ( 30%) 1 61 ( 23S) 1 -81 (-25$) I ':"14 ( -6$) 1 -94 (-4 IS) 1 -53 (-28S) 1 
VIrgIn Ill-Supreme Court ••••••• 195 ( 16$) -51 ( -4$) 69 ( 5$) -140 (-11$) 7 ( IS) 270 ( 2IJ) 146 ( 10$) 260 ( 16S) -86 ( -4$) 6~1 ( 56S) 
Wl'tshlngton--Supreme Court ••••• -36 ( -8S) 12 ( 3$) 71 ( 17$) 7 ( 1$) 65 ( 17$) 49 ( 8$) 16 ( 3$) 
WIsconsIn-Supreme Court' ••••• ~9 ( 9$) I 6f ( 12%)1 -53 ( -9S) I 105 ( 21$) I 49 ( 8S) 1 53 ( 8$) 1 61 ( 9$)1 14~ ( 19S)1 

Intermediate lIppeltllte courts 

Artzona--court of Appaals ...... 134 ( 20$) -22 ( -3$) 92 ( 12S) 46 ( 5$) .400 ( 4~$) 404 ( ~IJ) 292 ( 17S) -12 «-I~) 17B( 9~) 1,51~ (225S) 
Cal1fornle-~urts of Appelll •• 1,191 ( 18%1 606 ( 8$) -133 ( -2%) 612 ( 7J) 612 ( 7$) 518 ( 5$) 376 ( 4$) 1,148 ( 11$1 a77 ( 'OJ) ':i,Bot( 8~) 
Colorlld~rT of Appellls ..... 24} ( 65S) -190 (-~U) 42 ( 10$) ,-24 ( -5$) 414 ( 93$) 57 ( 7$) 213 ( 2~$) -9 «-IS) 
Ill1noh--Appellote Court ••••• 165 ( 10$) 643 ( 35$) 521 ( 21S) 24 ( 1%1 215 ( 7'lI 876 ( 27S) -162 ( -4S) 408 ( 10%) 30 ( <1$) 2,709 Cl6~) 
loulslana-Court of Appelil •••• 10 C Ul ~9 ( 3$) 118 ( 8$) 16 ( IS) -10 ( -U) 441 ( 28$) 169 ( 8$) 218 ( 10$) -21 «-IJ) 980 ( 70S) 
Hlirylllnd--COurt of Specllli 

Appe.,5 1 •••••••••••••••••• 93 ( 191)1 136 ( 23S) I -3 ( -0$) I 154 ( 21$) 1 100 ( liS) 1 174 ( 18S) I 230 ( 20$)1 -1 «-1$)1.) 29( 2$)1 912 Cl82S) I 
Mlthlgan-Court of Appeels ..... 255 ( B$) 122 ( 5$) 463 ( 20%) 277 (' 10%) 50~ ( 16%1 856 ( 24%1 109 ( 2%) 730 ( 16$) -26 «-1$) 3.289 Cl68S) 
Htssourl--CourT of Appel!llsl ... 87 ( 15$)1 98 ( 15S) I 339 ( 45S) I 519 ( 471) I -211 (-I3S) I 147 ( 10S)I 25~ ( 16S) I -8 «-1$)1 98 ( 5S) 1,322 (2~IJ) 
New Jcrsey--Appellate DivIsIon 

of Superior COuM .......... ~82 ( 18$1 297 ( 12%) 8~7 ( 30~) 300 ( 8') -82 ( -2S) 582 ( 15$) 436 ( lOS) 1,159 ( 24S) 120 ( 2S) 4,031 Cl95" 
He;., Mextco--cc.,rt of Appeals •• ( 0%) 64 ( ~8$) 3 ( 1,) 83 ( ~5~) 157 ( 49$) 39( ail -68 (-13$) I~O ( 29S) -~7 ( -6%) 371 (221$) 
Ohlo--r~rt of Appell.s •••••••• 51~ ( 13Jj 598 ( 14$) 594 ( 12,) 1,366 ( 25$) 335 ( 5S) 788 ( lU) -446 ( -6S) 
C~1!5homa--COUrt of Appellls •••• 27 ( 6$) -107 (-23~) 41 ( IU) -79 (-19$) 91 ( 28$) -65 (-16S) 96 ( 27$) 
Oregon-Court of Appell I s ........ f4 ( 2$) 45 " 8$) 144 ( 2~$) 7.7,( 1M) .. 203 ( 24$1 49~ ( 47S) 308 ( 20S) 501 ( 27S) 758 ( 32J) 
Pennsy IvzIR J e--STATE TOTAl ••••• 694 ( 18$) -558 !-I2S) 1,107 ( 28$) 1,044 ( 21') 291 ( 5J1 1,238 ( 21S) 

Supreme Court ................ 237 ( 10$) -467 (-) 1$) 793 ( ~6$) El5 ( 21S) 69 ( 2S) 795 ( 21S) 
Cornnonlt'eliith Court ........... 457 ( 34~) -91 ( -5$) .314 ( 18S) 409 ( 2~) 228 ( 9%) 533 ( 20$) 

Tennes~e- "STATE TOTAL ......... 3 ( 0%) -4 ( -0$) In.( 2U) 50 ( 5$) -76 ( -7') 263 ( 26$) 51 ( 4$) 142 ( liS) -48 ( -3S) 564 (.66$) 
Court of Appel!lls ............. 58 ! 13$) -36 ( -n) 46 ( lOS) -4 ( -iJ) -9 ( -2~) 164 ( ~4$) 45 ( 7S) 64 ( 9S) -28 ( -4S) 300 (" 70S) 
Court of CrIminal Appeals."'" -55 (-I~S) 32( 8$) 1~7 ( ~4$) 54 ( 10%) 67 (-11$) 9~ ( 19S) 6 ( IS) 78 ( 12%) -20 ( -~S) 264 ( 6iJ) 

Texas-Courts of CIvIl. Appeals 75 ( 6$) 100 ( 8$) 69· ( 5$) -65 ( -5$) 170 i 13') 262 ( 17$) 60 ( 3$) 145 ( 8S) 20~ ( lOS) 1,019 ( 88S) 
Wcshlngton--COUrt of Appel!lls •• ~06 ( 24$) I ( 0%) 297 ( 24$) 278 ( 18J1 -42 ( -2%) 219 ( 12J) 97 ( 5S) 

Note: For InclusIon on thIs table I!I cese Is defined liS. any ,';!Ppeal, lIny orlg1nll1 proceeding, or lIny request to eppeel. Requests to' ~pel!ll lIM'coonted whon 
orlgtnl!llfy fll&d lind lI~e nof counted agaIn If gr8nted. The num~~s correspond to the...:-nuroers not Tn parentheses III the romaTnder of the report. 

,All eVllltllb'e date are entered In the 1l1bte lind lIf I l!p,!)rcprtate clilculetions ere Tncluded. Bilink spl!ices IndIcate thllt' tho dl!lta cr~ not aya1l8bte or 
the clilcuilitlons vere not ,z,pproprlllte. \) " . 

- =.Not .ppl1coble. 
. " 

*Indlclltes "me year 1110 Int"'rmedl~te appelilite court bagzm o~lItlon. 

'Olln are not' comp lete: 
Clillfornle--Suprarte Court--D8ta do no1" Include at1ornO't' 

dlsclplln8r')', C8S85. 
Ols1rlc1" of C;C;~lumbla--COurt of Appeals---DlIfli slven Include \."-::1 

only .ppe.15 fIled, ;:J 
Idaho--Suprerne Court--Datll given Include only lIppoals Jllod.· 
MlIryland--Court of Appeals and Court of Special Appollls--Dctll 

given Include only direct lind discretionary. lIppeals flied. 
Mlsslsslppl--Suprerne Court--Dlite given Include only appoliis 

filed. '. 

Mlssourl--COurt of Appoals--Data give" Include only eppoliis 
flied. 

Nebraska-Supreme Court-Dlitli given Include only appeliis filed. 
Ne'll Jersey--Supr~e Court--Deta gIven Illclude only direct lind 

discretionary lIPpolils filed. 

Tennessee--Supremo Cour1---Dl!te gl~n InclUde only appeals fJ 100. 
Wlsconsln--SUpreu8 Court--octa given Includo only appeals, or1a1nl!ll 

actIons, and disciplinary cl:lses-::fllod. ,. 
JExplcnl!ltlon of datll InclUded In .the ClitegOry: () 

Missourl-... Supro,ne Court-DlIta"glven Include all CI!ISDS and other 
pr"".od I Jl9s flied wI th the coort'. 

Cl!>Io--Supr .... Cour1-0ot. 91)10" Include ell C050S filed wIth the 
court and requests to I!Ippeal granted. As a result, the r.quosts to 
'~peel granted lire counted hlc~ In thl& tally--onco "'en thoy __ a 
filed as requasts 10 appeal, end 1I91:11n 1IihOf1 th9f werog.cnted lind 
bec. dIscretionary appeals. . ., 

Rhode 1~lend--Supreme Court--Dote given Include al J ce5eS and 
,oiher f1"ocoedlngs filed ~'1h the court. 

k,o.ddltlonel Inlonnetlon: A' 

Do!aWllre--Supreme Court-Tho f (glre stven for the 1971 court year 
covers .1110 calendar yeer. All 9ther dlltll given fo.~ 1hls court 
oro basod D" 1tJe fiscal year. 

I 
t 
I 
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Trial court summary statistics 
This section contains tables that display the 

1978 statistical data from the trial courts. The 
data cannot be found in published annual reports 
alone. All published annual reports and other 
available documents !;from the 50 state s, the 
District of Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico were 
used. Unpublished data provided by state court 
administrators or other officials were also used. 

In this 1978 Annual Report the number of states 
with trial court data displayed has increased from 
44 states and the District of Columbia in 1975, to 
49 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, and 
Puerto Rico in 1977 and 1978. The number of courts 
displayed has increased greatly over 1975. The 
mlljor reason for the increase has been the addition 
of II statistics from limited jurisdiction co'Urts. 
Court systems that contributed to the 1975 Annual 
Report have provided more data as state court ad
ministrators have !{~come aware of the NCSP data 
needs. Several states that submitte,d no data for 
the 1975 report have since changed or improved 

,~. their data systems to the extent that they now 
provide data for the national statistical series. 

Trial court data received from states are gen
erally more detailed and easier to interpret than 
appellate court data. Ho~]ever, s.ome very specific 

}problems prevent comparisons of. <:::he data presented 
':in this report. These problems are (1) the lack 
of uniform case classifications; (2) lack of uni
form ways of counting cases; (3) the lack of com
plete data reported by the courts; (4) question's 
relating to the v'llidity oJ data collected, both 
published and unpublished; and (5) variations in 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the courts. 

The first problem in comparing data available 
from trial courts is the lack of uniformity in 
case classification. and unit of case count. Both 
the .case categories and the data classified in the 
case categories vary from state to state. Under 
the case category of "law," for example, one state 
may use the term "civil judgment," another "civil 
complaint," and still another may report the case 
as "money judgment." This makes consplidationc of 
these categories difficult. The lack of uniformity 
in unit of case count causes difficulty in compar
ison of caseload (see Figures A and B). Units of 
counting criminal cases may be informations., in
dictments, or complaints; the number of defendants; 
or even the number of charges. Civil cases may be 
counl;e1l at the filing of a complaint, at note of 
issue~- or at the time placed on the calendar. 

The second problem in comparing data Jlvailable: 
:from trial courts is the lack of complete statis
tics. Some states report only total caseload. 
Others report individual case categories, but omit 
breakdowns within certain categories to show what 
is included ,,,i!;hin, for example, domestic rela
tio~s, estate, or mental health. This omission 
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presents a problem in interstate comparisons. In 
addition, there are states that are not consistent 
in their reporting of data. The general jurisdic
tion court, for example, may give detailed category 
breakdowns, whereas the limite~ ji,~,risdiction court 
may report only total civil, ci.i!l1inal, and juvenile 
cases, or not repo·rt at all. 

The third problem relates to questions of va
lidity of the data collected, both published and 
unpublished. One of the major factors in data va
lidit1' is the chance of human error. Many elements 
(hidden data, transposition of figures, double 
counting of cases, manner used to verify data) 
contri~ute to the scope of this problem. Although 
many verification techniques ha~e been implemented 
by state court administrators and by the National 
Court Statistics Project staff to keep errors to a 
minimum, the reader should understand that a veri
fication process does not guarantee absolute ac
curacy. 

The final problem is variation in the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the courts. In 1978, four 
states, Illinois, Idaho, Iowa, and South Dakota, 
in the District of Columbia, and in Guam, handled 
all types of cases in general jurisdiction courts. 
In other states, such as Florida and New Jersey, 
general jurisdiction courts process only major 
criminal cases and major civil actions, while other 
civil and criminal cases are handled by limited 
jurisdiction courts. Limited jurisdiction courts 
were added to this series i.n 1976 in order to pre
sent a complete picture of the., trial court case
load. The 1978' state statistick'l profiles in Part 
Ir'~~show that the number and types of trial courts 
vary frbm state to state. This difference in court 
structure must be kept in mind while examining the 
data in this document. 

The reader should note two other factors before 
reviewing--the trial court tables. The first: only 
states reporting data that could be displayed in 
specific case category tables (i. e., felony, real 
property rights, st;ltus offenses, etc.)' were in
cluded in such tables. For the sake of clarity, 
those states that did not report such data were not 
listed. When data were not reported by every cour.t 
in the state handling the case type, the data that 
were reported have been footnoted as being incom
plete (footnote "p") iii o~der to provide the reader 
with an indicator of incomplete data when compar
ing case loads • This information will help deter
mine whether case loads can be co.mpared between 
states or courts. 

The following tables are sequenced from a gen
eral overview (national case load totals for courts) 
to the more specific caseload detail (civil, crim
inal, traffic, and juvenile case categories and 
caseload). 
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TABLE 14: 

(( 
Heported national caseload (civil;' criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total) in general juri~diction, limited jurisdiction, 
and all trial courts, 1978. 
Estimated civil, criminal, juvenile, traffic, and total cases filed and disposed in all trial courts 

BegInning 

Reported .n,festIIMted c.sef low pendIng 

CIvil 

"" trl.1 courts: 
Reported cases •••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,623,580 
Number of stl!tes report I n9 camp lete date •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent of population represented by canplete deta., ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Percent 01 verlence explained (R2) ............................................................... . 
Estlm.ted notlon.1 tot.ls •••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

5 
9% 

Gener.1 JurIsdIctIon courts: , 
Reported coses .................................................................................. 2,806,989 
Number of st.tes reportIng complete d.t......................................................... 25 
Percent of popul.tlon represented by complete d.t ............................ ".................. 45% 

LImIted JurIsdIctIon courts: 
Reported coses............. ••••••••• ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••• ••• ••••• 816,591 
Number of states reportIng complete dot. (44 st.tes h.ndle cIvil c.ses In limIted 

JurIsdIctIon courts).......................................................................... 6 
Percent of popul.tlon represented by complete d.t. (198,506,000 Is the popul.tlon 

I n the 44 st.tes) ........ ,.......................................... ........................... 16% 

(:rlmln.1 

"II trl.1 courts: 
Reported cases ......... , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Number of st.tes reportIng complete dat ........................................................ . 
Percent of .dult popul.tlon represented by complete d.t. (154,80,6,000, ,S the tot. I 

.du It popu I.tlon) ............................................................................ . 
Percent 01 variance explellned (R2) ••••••••. :o •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~· •••••••••••••• '~ .. 
Estf~ted nat lone I total s ........................................................................ . 

Gener.1 JurisdIctIon courts: 
Reported cases •• · ................................................................................. . 
Number of st.tes reportIng complete d.t ....................................................... . 
Percent of .dult population reprGsented by complete d.t ........................................ . 

Limited JurisdictIon courts: 
Reported cases ............................................................ ; •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nuntler of st.tes reporting complete data (46 st.tes h.ndle crlmln.1 ,,"ses In limIted 

Jurisdiction c6urts) ........................................................................ ,. 
Percent of adult popul.tlon represented by complete d.t. (143.237.0,0,0, Is the adult popul.tlon 

1,128,360 
7 

598,495 
29 
45% 

529,865 

In the 46 states) •••••••••••••• :'t ••••••••• ~'...................................................... 5J 

Tr.fflc 

All trl.1 courts: 
Reported Cl!ses ...................................... il •••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,IB5,983 
Number of states reporting complete data ........................................................ . 
Percent of population represented by canplete deta .............................................. . 
Percent 01 Variance explained {R2) ......................... ,., ........................... ~ •••••••••••• 
Estimated natIonal total s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• <4 ••••• 

7 
7% 

FIled 

11 ,372,589 
21 
52~ 

93% 
13,0,0,0,,00,0, 

5,0,84,556 
43 
82% 

6,288,0,33 

16 

47% 

8,804,329 
17 

38% 
90,% 

13,70,0,,0,0,0, 

2,0,20,,918 
45 
86% 

6,783,411 

13 

33% 

51,0,19,573 
18 
39% 
93% 

57,50,0,,00,0, 

End 

DIsposed pendIng 

9,5'33,286 3,912,10,2 
15 6 
44% 10% 
98% 

11,90,0,00,0, 

4,45a,4~8 ;:' 2,951,563 
33 25 
72% 45% 

5,0,82,828 960,,539 

13 6 

44J 16% 

7,0,0,1,344 1,263,247 
15 7 

:? 

34% 7% 
~9% 

12,2aa,aqo 

1,763,886 '652,165 
" 40, ,29 

79% 45% 

5,237,458 611 ,0,82 

9 

27% 5% 

40,,233,0,14 1,4191i'511 
15 ., 7 

.>5% 7$ 
99% 

51,0,0,0,,0,0,0, 

tIf':" 

~ 
, 
t) 
7, 

,', 

~ 1,1 

i1 1 
~.,} 

"I q 
'"1 
" , 

~It 
,~ , 

j 

1 
1'1 Ij -.1 .~ 

j 
:4 

1 
"j 

l 
j 
;~ < 
~~ 
:< 

I 
:J q 
t, ~ 
lit I' 

:' 

~.; 1 )1 
:.1 i i 

i ~ 

39 

Beginning End 

Reported .n'd estlmat~~ c.sef low pending Filed Disposed pendl ng 

Tot.1 

AII'trl.1 courts: 
Reported cases •••••••••••••••••••••• ! •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,2716,271,5B8 73.530,.552 59.29,012 6,953.264 
Number of st.tes reporting complete d.t. ....................................................... 2 14 10, 2 
Percent of popul.tlon represented by complete d.t............................................... <1% 31~ 27$ <1% 
Estlm.tea n.tlon.1 tot.ls ..................................................................... .. 

General Jurisdiction courts: 
Reported cases .................................................................................. 3,719,893 15.421.511 12.122.827 3,963,738 
Number of states reporting camp lete data •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ii ••••••• •••••••••• 20 41 33 20, 
Percent of popul.tlon represented by complete d.t............................................... 31% 77f, 67f, 31% 

Limited Jurisdiction courts: " 
Reportdd ctlses •• .! ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,551,695 58.133.663 47,086,185 2,989.526 
Number of st.tes I'eportlng complete d.t. (46 st.tes h.ve limited Jurisdiction courts) .......... . 12 
Percent of popul.tlon represented ~y p)"Plete d.t. (20,5.470,.0,00, Is the popul.tlon In 

----.:. the 46 states)............... •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• <1:S 31% 27% <I % 

Note: The only d.t. InclUded In this t.ble .re those from the 50, st.tes .nd the District of Coluntll.. D.t. from Puerjo Rico .nd Gu.m .re not Included In this tab Ie. 
, To .scert.ln the states that roported d.t. In any c.tegory. refer to T.ble 15 for gener.1 Jurisdiction courts .nd Table 16 for limIted Jurisdiction courts. 

Reported celses: 
The reported c.ses tot.ls for .11 trl.1 courts. gener.1 Jurisdiction courts, .nd for limited Jurisdiction courts Include .11 d.h reported by .ny court In 
each state, whether err not the data were camp lete. 

Nuntler of st.tes reportIng complete d.h: 
The number' of states whose total for the pertlcular categor( was complete, that Is, did not have footnotes It (I' or "plt atteched. 

Percent of popu I.tlon representad by complete d.t.: 
st.te popul.tlon fIgures used .re the revised 1978 BUreau of the Census estlm.tes .nd tot. I 222,0,93,0,0,0 for the 50, st.tes .nd the District of Columbl •• 

Estlm.ted n.tlon.1 tot.ls: 
,Estimated n.tlon.1 tot.ls .re the cummul.tlve tot.ls of .11 reported st.te tot. I d.t. th.'t were complete plus the estlm.ted data for e.ch st.te for whom 
complete figures were not .v.lI.ble. The prooedure used to estlm.te Incomplete .nd miSSing d.t. Is discussed In A'~pendlx A of this volume. 

Percent of variance explained: 
The ~2 st.tlstlc gIves the percent of the v.rl.tlon In the reported caseflow that Is expl.lned by the v.rl.tlon of the Independent v.rlable used In predictive 
equation. 

Each of the predictive equ.tlons h.d .n .ssocl.ted R2 th.t w.s st.tlstlc.lly slgnlflcar.t. In th.t, the p v.lue for each of the R2 w.s less th.n .0,1. A 
slgnlflc.nce level of p<.al Indlc.tes th.t. result of this m.gnltude will occur by ch.nce less than one tIme I~ one hundred, I.e., th.t, were there no 
rel.tlonshlp between the Independent .nd dependent v.rlables we would find thIs I.rge an R2 v.lue less th.n one out of every hundred times, due only to 
chence. 

~ \' ~ 1 General Jurisdiction courts: 1"".::', 

7;516,108 5,10,1,0,53 148,174 .". 
'!I 

Reported cases... ......... ••••••••••••• •••••••• ••••••• ••••••• •••• •••• •••• ••••• ........ •••••••• •••• 124,977 
Number of st.tes "'porting complete data <15 st.tes handle traffic cases I" gunerol 

d3 10, I 
" 

62% 28% 
'! 

82% 
.:~:... 

JurisdictIon courts) ......................................................................... . 
Percent of popul.tlon represented by comp!,ete data (53,191.0,0,0, Is the popul.tlon 

In the 15 states)............................................................................. 28:J: 
Limited Jurisdiction courts: 

Reported ceses ................................................ '"- ......................... " ••••••••• I ~0611006 
Number of states reportIng complete data (46 states h.ndle tr.fflc coses In limited 

43,5o,~1465 35,131,961 1,270,,637 

Jurisdiction courts) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I~.......... 4 13 10, 4 
Percent of population represented (20,5.470,.0,0,0, Is the popul.tlon In the 46 .t.tes).............. 5% 34% 25% 5% 

Juvenile 

All trl.1 courts: 
Reported ~ses ................................... .; o •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (, 145.498 1.262.414 1.0,63.846 143.687 ,7 

Number of stetes reporting comp lete data ••••••••• \3, ................................................. . 

Percent ,.,f juvenile popul.tlon represented by complete d.ta (64.260.0,0,0, Is total 
16 35 24 16 

'0 
JuvenIle popul.t'on) ................................ ~, ....................................... .. 

Percent of variance explained (R2) .............................................................. . 
33% 65::0 53% '3~ 

71% ,) 85% 
Estimated national totals ............................................ t~ ............................ . 1,450,.0,0,0, 1,380,,0,0,0, 

General JurIsdiction courts: 
Raported cases" ....................... " ................ ~ ............................... to ............. . 9Z.687 70,9,0,77 611.975 10,2,138 
Number of st.tes reportIng complete d.t. (31 st.fesh.ndle Juvenile c.ses In geoer.1 

Jurlsdfctlon courts} ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •• 13 24 16 13 
Percent of jU'lenlie popul.tlon represented by complete data (39.323.a~a Is the Juvenile 

popuJatfon·'lo .. the 3'; states) .................................................................. . 
Limited Jurisdiction courts: , 

Reported ~ses •• " ••••• " ............................................. ~'. ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ , • ';: 
Number of st.tes reporting camp lete d.t. (28 states h.ndle juven) Ie c.~es In limIted 

4~% 76% 67$ 45% 
Q 

52.811 553.337 451.873 41.549 

JurisdIction courts) ......................................................................... . 15 II 
Percent of juven' Ie popul.tlon represented by complete data (36,60,9;0,0,0 Is the Juvenile 

population In i"he .2B sttltes) •••••••••••••••• · ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 17~ 43% 35% 17% 

(continued on next p.ge) 
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TABLE 15: Reported general jurisdiction caseload, 1978. 
Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state population arid number of judges 

State ond court -tItle 

Alabama--ClrcutT Courtl, S ....................... ' 
Alaska--Supertor Courtt,6 •••••..••••.••••••..•• 
Arlzona--Superlor Courtl , 8 ...................... . 
Arkansas-STATE TOTAL ......................... . 

Circuit Courtl •6 ............................ . 
Chancery and Probate Courtl •••••••••••••••••• 

ClII t fornl a--Superlor Court I ,8 ......................... . 
Color.dv--STATE TOTAL ..................... " •••• 

District Court, Denver Superior Court, Denver 
Juvant Ie Court, and Denver Problllte Court1,8. 

Water Courtl ................................ . 
ConnectIcut-Superior Court1,8 ••••.•••••.•.•.•• 
Delaware--STATE TOTAL ......................... . 

Super I or Court 1 , 8 ...................................................... . 
Court of Chancery 1 .................................................... . 

"District of Columbla--Superlor court2•8 •••••••• 
Florlda-Clrcult Courtl.9 ..................... . 
Georglll--Super(or Court', I ,9 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Guam--Superfor Courtl , 7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL .......................... .. 

Circuit Courtl.8 ............................ . 
L.nd Court I ................................. . 

Tax Appeal C~rtl .......................... .. 

"Idaho--STATE TOTAL ............................ . 
District Courtl •8 ........................... . 
Magistrates Dlvlslon l •9 .................... .. 

Civil 

12.089 
76.691 1 

56.811 1 

17.691 
39.1201 

3.09oP 

X 
3.090 

34.258 
10.921 
3.423 
7.498 

20.7431 

104.4361 

6.913 
24.127 
24.019 

83 

25 

25, '18' 
7.488 

17.530 

*llllnols--ClrcuIT Courtl ,1 ..................... 438.3121 

Indlano--STATE TOTAL ...... ........... •••••••••• 211.183 
Superior Court and CircuiT COurtl •7 .......... ,. 211.183 

Criminal }Court of Marlon Countyl.7 .......... . 
*Iowa--Dlstrlct Courtl •6 ...................... .. 

Kansas--Ol~jrtct Court1, 7 ......... oo .••. oo ...• ·.··oo. 

NH 
53.1541 

31.621' 

Beginning pending Filed 
Cr I m I nal Tr.ff I c Juven II e,,-_.-:.To:::.t:.;:.:,:,I__ __-="C.:;I v:-:I:::I_-=Cr=,I~m,=,1 n::.i!I_..;T.:;re:::.f:,:f~lc=-;J;uv~"c:n.:,ll~e:-:_'.:.::o:.:;t.=:I:.:__ 

12.4991 

82.6971 

65.7691j 
26.64gJ 
39.1201 

NH 70.465 23.326 NH 17 .229 III .090 
11.370 1.190 NH 1.296 13.856 

4101 

5.766 
8.95s1 
8.95a1 

NH 

12.415 
NH 

3.851 
1.594 
1.594 

NH 
4.815 

25.6031 

340 
2.567 
2.567 

NH 

NH 

6.972 
1.201 
5.771 

81.8111-

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NP 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

6.585'" 
NH 

3.1451 

3.303 
95'" 
95'" 
NH 

NH 

27.019 6.25gr 
26.279 6.25gr 

740 NH 
55.266 21.406" 

7.919 

2401 

NH 
NH 
NH 

l( 

X 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

1.224 

NH 
381 

3.414 
3.414 

NH 

NH 

2,346 
3 

2.343 

13.lr6 

10.462 
10.462 

NH" 

92.136 

89;046 
3.090 

38.109 
12.515 

5.017 
7.498 

33.3671r 

133.1841 

10.937 
30.203'" 
30.095r 

83 

25 

39.975'" 
8.694r 

31.281 r 

254.923'" 
254.183'" 

740 
129.826Ir 

79.5871 14.005 NH 1.2071 94.799
1 

67.275 14.284.1 NH NH 81.55g.! 
24.40B 14.284.1 NH NH 38.692j '-, 

563.355 58.077 NH 105.227 726.659 
93.177 15.025 NH 16.782 124.984 

42.867 NH NH NH 42.867 

90.309 
2.868 

28.089 
6.672 
3.915 
2.757 

158.286 
262.355 
110.697 

4.490 
22,716 
22.616 

53 

47 

48.172 
B.4,83 

39.689 

689.701 

200.991 
200.991 

NH 
143.817 

15.025 
NH 

3.871 
3.293 
3.293 

NH 
28.332 
95.842 
42.023 

685 
2.097 
2.091 

NH 

NH 

29.219 
3.113 
26.1~6 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

53.35gr 
NH 

12.807 -
18.512 

81 r 

81r 
NH 

NH 

213.3511' 
15r 

213.343'" 

16.782 
NH 
NH 

, NH 

NH 
NH 

6.384 
76.7231 

NH 
935 

7.756 
7.7~6 

NH 

NH 

7.915 
1 

7.914 

122.116 
2.868 

31.960 
9.965 
7.208 
2.757 

246.361 r 

434.9201 

165.527 
24.622 
32.65(/" 
32.550r 

53 

47 

298.664r 

11.612r 

illi.052" 

517 .975 6.397.09OS 29 .183 7.633.949s 

44.123 
42.199 

83.879"" 16.978 
83.87gr ,,16.978 

345.971 r 

344.047r 

'1.924 NH 
177.024 190.67(/" 

NH 1.924 
6.195 517.706" 

() 

25.211 267.140" 25.971 410.3981r 

----------------~--------------- -----------------~------~---------- ----~~--~~------------------~I! Kentucky--Clrcult Courtl.8 .... ,.................. NH NH 54.845 10.132 NH NH 64';977 
LouIsiana-District COurtl.8.................... NH NH 141.000 229.541 NH NH 370.541 

MaJne-Super10r Courtt, 7 oo ...................... . 

M.ry land--Clrcult Courtl •6 ................... .. 
Massachusetts-Superior Court1,6 ............... . 

MIChlgan--STATEIT~TAL • .. ••• .. ··r···· .... ···· .. 
Circuit Court ............................. .. 
Court of CI.lms l ............................ . 
Recorder's Court9 ............................. . 

Mlnnesota--Dlstrlct Court3 • 12 ................. . 

Mlsslsslppl--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 
Circuit COurtl •6 ............................ .. 
Chancery COUrtl .............................. . 

Mlssourl-Clrcul-t Court .nd Court of 
Canmo,n Pleas1 ,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Monj.na--Dlstrlct Couril. 7 .................... . 
Nebrask.--Dlstrlct Courtl. 8 ................... . 
Nevada-D1strJct Court', 1,9 •.••••••• OO ••••••• oo.oo 

New Hampshlre--Superlor Court5•12 ............. . 
New Jersey--Supedor Court and County Court2.6 •• 

Hew Mexlco--Dlstdct Courtl •9 ................. . 

8.2931 1.900 400" NH 10;5931r 8.023 5.444 2.f16
r 

NH 15.1\83
r 

85.459 13.689' NH 4.574.1 103.7221 74.720 36.103 NH 22.371 133.\ 94 

85.088 40.810 NH NH 125.898 NH NH I ~5:,2.'-:7"'8::,61.--:.::8!.:.1:.;9.::8..,IP,--=-----'N:.::H'----"'6:::0:!,.9=.:B4:.:."Ip=- ~W17'-.-7-44~I~P--=~---:;NH"'---19-9.-';'I,i3arP 
51.9491 8.19BI NHe NH 60.1471 115.0391 17.7441 NH NH 198,943

1 

~7 NH NH NH B37 495 -'NH NH NH 495 

16.461 10.678 
'~H NH NH NH 

10.9401 Nil 
8.700 

68.454 

8.473 

19.640 
62.~19 

21.547 

2.240 NH 

NH 
NH NH 

NH NH 

9.559 

- 2.356 

5.483 
30.584 

2.345 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

9.410 

NH 

NH 
NH 

2.514 

87.423 

10.829 

25.123 
93.403 

26.406 

57.391 1 
13,7641 

43.627 1 

79.578 
_, 25.055 

21.272 
9.0381 

19.479 
74.337 

40.568 

19.020 
2.842 
6.171 
1.6271 

7.136 
27.084 

4.949 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

16.563 
1.381 

NH 
7081 

NH 

65.4731 

21.846 1 
43.6271 

117 .161 
29.278 
27.443 
11,3731 

26,615 
NH ,101.421 

V 
3.811 49.32B 

/) 
(~ 

'<{r~ 

"'-;., 

, 
j 

(f 

Civil 
70.740 
10.300 
74.6581 

56.504 1 

20.253 
36.251 1 

448.364 
1.9631' 

X 
1.963 

24.4B7 
6.062 
3.631 
2.431 

157.340 
243.321 
103.4091 

8.953 
19.787 
19.715 

47 

25 

43.67B 
7.906 

35,772 

670.629 

183.074 
183.074 

NH 
130.3301 

51.408 

6.856 
62.687 

113.271 1 

112.6791 

592 
NH 

17.594 

77.363 
20.025 
21.403 

18.960 
70.579 

36.955 

Crlmln.1 
23.273 

1.145 
13.671 
13.2601 
13.2601 

NH 
51.369 
15.837 

15.837 
NH 

3.797 
3.470 
3.470 

Nfl 

29.056 
82.548 
39.538 1 

593 
1.732 
1.732 

NH 

NH 

28.275 
3.020 

25.255 

488.507 

41.478 
39.642 

1.836 
158.685 

25.051 

9.440 

5.349 
32.875 

19.094 1p 
19.0941 

NH 

10.4B7 

NH 

IB.330 
2.442 
5,611 

6.57B 
25.651 

4.697 

Disposed 
Tr.1flc 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

53.952r 

NH 
13.54BI 
16.94B 

100" 
100" 

NH 

NH 

212.219r 

13'" 
212.206" 

4.023.61 IS 

82.67if 
82.670" 

252.688r 

NH 
NH 

2.00gr 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

Juvenile 
15.072 
1.063 
1.1771 

NH 
NH 
NH 

99.347 
X 

X 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

6.502 
71.5161 

NH 
1.273 
7.751 
7.751 

NH 

NH 

7.406 
2 

7.404 

26.517 

16.267 
16.267 

NH 
5.915 

9.861 1 

NH 
NH 

NH 
22.217 

NH 
Nfl 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

18.054 
1.005 

NH 

NH 
NH 

·1.693 

Tot. I 
109.0B5 
12.508 
89.5061 

69.764 1j 
33.5131 
36.251 1 

599.080 
115.154 

113.191 ' 
1.963 

28.284 
9.532 
7.101 
2.431 

246.850" 
397.3B51 

156.4951 

27.767 
29.370" 
29,298r 

47 

25 

291.57SC 
10.941': 

280.637r 

5.209.264s 

32J.48gr 
321.653'" 

1.836 
481.615 1r 

60.84e-

14.214r 

117. 7 79 

197.621 Ip 
197.0291 

592 

28.081 1 

u 113.747 
23.472 
27.014 

"f5.538 
96.230 

46.345 

Civil 

13.159 
82.3181 

61.7571 

21.846 
39.911 1 

3.995P 

X 
3.995 

37.860 
11.531 
3.707 
7.824 

21.7021 

110.619' 
2.450 

27.056 
26.920 

89 

47 

-;0 29•512 
B.065 

21.447 

454,6991 

229.100 
22~.100 

NH 
59.4361 

9.0061 

97.492 
87.B56 
55.049' 
54.3091 

740 
NH 

7.566 

70.639 

8.342 

20.159 
66.577 

25.160 

Crlmln.1 

2831 

6.100 
9.982j 
9.982j 

NH 

11.603 

11.603 
NH 

3.925 
1.417 
1.417 

NH 
4.091 

28.341 1 
432 

2.932 
2,932 

NH 

NH 

7.916 
1.294 
6.622 

93.024' 

29.664 
28.836 

B28 
73.043 

8.079 

1.995 
16,9061 

35.46B 
6.848 1p 
6.8481 

NH 

2.433 

NH 

10.249 

2.916 

6.041 
32.017 

2.597 

End pending 
Tr.fflc Juvenlle 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

5.992r 

NH 
3.5171 
4.876 

76" 
76" 
NH 

NH 

7.4611' 
7.46Br 

NH 
24.283r 

2701 

NH 
NH 
1M 

X 

X 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

1.106 

NH 
43 

3,419 
3.419 

NH 

c 
NH 

2.855 
2 

2.853 

16.278 

11.173 
11.173 

NH 

NH NH 
NH NH 

607" NH 
NH 4.1901 
NH NH 

NH 
NH NH 
NH NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH NH 
NH 

NH 9.919 
NH 
NH NH 
NH 
NH NH 
NH Nil. 

NH 1.632 

Tot. I 

13.4421 

88.6881 

71.739lJ 
31.82aJ 
39.911 1 

101.966 

97.971 
3.995 

41.785 
12.948 
5.124 
7.824 

32.891 1r 

142.477' 
7,794 

33.483'" 
33.347" 

89 

47 

47.061 r 

-9.365'" 
37.696" 

564.001 1 

277.4051' 
276.577" 

828 
156.7621r 

43.2081 

11.60BIr 
118.S881 

123.324 
61.8971p 
61.1571 

740 

90.807 

11.258 

26.200 
9B.594 

29.389 

41 

St.te popul.tlon 
In thousands 

Nurrber of 
judges 

3.834 
401 

2.518 
2.241 

22.839 
2.767 

H2 
20 
76 
56 
29 
27 

551 
105 

105 
7 dl st. judges serve 

3.095~ ______ .:!,45~ __ 
5~S 14 

670 
9.132 
5.286 

102 
929 

911 

11.434 

5.446 

2.919 

2.333 

3.611 
4.073 

1.115 
4.212 
5.74J 
9.202 

4.005 

2.488 

11 
3 ch.ncellors 

44 
292 
101 

23 
23 

2 first circuit 
judges serve 

2 first circuit 
Judges serve 

96 
28 

43 lawyer and 25 non
lawyer meg1str8tes 

373 circuit .nd 269 
assoc. clrc. Judges 

171 
83 superIor, and 

B4 circuit Judges 
4 

92 dl strict and 15 
.ssoc. district judges. 

15 r.egul.r full-tIme. 
9 substitute full-tIme. 

end 191 p.rt-tlme 
magistrates .. 

70 distrIct. 64.ssoc. 
dlst •• nd 76 dlst. 
m.9Istr.te judges. 

87 
133 judges. 
1 magi str.te 

14 
90 
46 

161 
13B 

1 clrct. judge serves 
23 

, 70 judges .nd 
-2 Juvenile judges 

66 
30 
36 

4.871 116 
784 29 

1.561 45 
719 25 
894 15 Justices 

7,356 98 slJparlor. 108 
comty judges 
authorized 

1.252 39 

(conti nued on next p.ge) 
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TABLE 15: Reported general jurisdiction caseload, 1978. (continued) 

\\ Beginning pending 
Stcto end court title C:~I-v':"I:-' -"'C:"r-:I--:mlllel Trefflc Juvenile 

"IN""e-w""'Y",,-:k-S=-u-p-r-eme--:Co:--urt'-:--o-nd'7":Co:--un-ty:--"Co-u-rt";Tl-.'I"."RBr.-•• -;;6':;5':'.4~72'::';---=*9~.8;;:;25r- NH NH 

North Corollna-Superlor Courtl.12 • •••••••••••• 80.36~ 

North Ookota-Dlstrlct Courtl •6 •••••••••••••••• 
Ohlo--Court of Cannon Pleos l •8 ••••••••••••••••• 
Oklohome-Dlstrlct Courtl.6 •••••••••••••••••••• 

Oregon--STATE TOTAl. •••• " ..................... . 
Clrcult Courtl." •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tex Courtl .................................. . 

Pennsylvcnlo-Court of Cannon Pleosl.8 ••••••••• 
Puarto Rlco--Superlor Courtl •10 •••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Islend-Superlor Courtt,6 •••••••••••••••• 
South Ccrolln .... OClrcult Courtl •6 ••••••••••••••• 

*South Ookoto-Clrcult Courtl • l •6 ••••••••••••••• 
Tannessee--STATE TOTAl. ........................ . 

Circuit Court end Crlmlnel COurtl.I.6 ••••••••• 
Low ond Equ I ty Court I • I •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chencery Court 1,1 •••••••• ,.,..,. •••••••• ,.. ~,. IO,.,. •• 

Texes--Dlstrlct Courtl.9 end Crlmlnol District 
COUrt,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

utoh ~istrict Courtl.' ...................... .. 
Vermont Super10r Court1,6 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ylrglnlo-Clrcult Courtl.8 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Woshlngton-Superlor Courtl •8 •••••••••••••••••• 
West Ylrglnla-Clrcult Court5.12 ••••• , •••••••••• 
'Ilsconsln-oClrcult Court ond County COUrtl.6 •••• 

Wyomlng--Olstrlct COurtl.l.6 •••••••••••••••••••• 

4.6401 

152.4101 

168.482 

42.1541 

42.0301 

124 
64.066 
41.635 

16.969 

77.171 
46.985 

3.862 
26.324 

314.3261 

22.212 
7.125 

90.238 

39.291 
134.543 

3.8081 

18.448 NH 

X Xl 
6.583 NH 

45.4651 47.607'" 

4.398 
4.398 

NH 
26.279 
18.210 

9.2321 

X 
X 

NH 
NH 

1.261 
33 

'/4.868 

11.111 
19.824 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

N~, 

X 
X 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

33.841 1r 

NH 

NH 

19.773 
6.273 

NH 
6.272 
1.~49 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

3.097 
4.728 

Toto I 
75.2971 

98.817 

4.9541r 

178.7661 
267.9271.-

46.5521 

46.4281 

124 
96;617 
61.294 

96.871 r 

66.685'" 
3.862 

26.324 

23,473 
7.158 

105.106 

53.499 
192.9361r 

Note: All ovollebla dete ore entered In the toble. Blonk spoces Indlcot'1 th01- the dote ore not evolloble. 

NH a This cose type Is not hendled In this court. 
X = The doto for this cose type ore known to be InclUded In the totol. but were not ovo"oble by cotegory. 

Civil 
64.671 

71.221j 

9.975 
25'4.758 
181.020 

60.700 
60.562 

138 
186.106 
94.351 

6.795 
28.300 
~.4861 

85.909 
49.378 
3.868 

32.6'63 

296.1271 

28.542 
6.892 

71.975 
103.946 
37.042 

188.406 

11.583 

Crlmlnol 
31.506 

53.278 

1.057 
31.575 
59.348 

16.097 
16.097 

NH 
72.~62 
19.944 
3.181 

30.30aJ 

28.148 
28.148 

NH 
NH 

3.444 
82 

53.083 
14.278 
10.897 
42;;m 

1.404 

Fftad 
Trofflc Juvenile Toto I 

NH NH 96.177 

NH 

51sr 
NH 

209.052'" 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

82.57!1' 

NH 

NH 124.499 

5.709 
210.539 

8.141 

14.523 
14.523 

NH 
37.365 

5.595 
NH 
NH 

2.735 1 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

17.259r 

496.872 
457.561 r 

91.320 
91.182 

138 
296.033 
119.890 

9.976 
58.60aJ 

7.221 1 

117.416r 

80.885r 

3.868 
32.663 

12.3291 394.6791 

NH 
NH 
NH 

17.,!06 
6.115 

27.578 

957 

31.986 
6.974 

125.058 
135.630 
54.054 

341.5411' 

13.944 

*These stotes hove 0 sl"gle-tler trlol court. Tne trlol courts In these stotes listed here hove no limited jurl,sdlctlon courts under them. so Included In 
thalr coseloed ore coses thot woul d be heord by limited Juri sdlctlon courts elsewhere. 

u 

I Dote ore not comp I ete: 
Alosko-- Crlmlnol pending doto were ovoll.ble for felony coses only. No Juvenile pending dota were ovolloble. 
Arlzona-Clvll figures dO not Include odoptlon doto for Morlcopo County. Mento I heolth pending and ~flling figures were not ovolleble. Juvenile doto ''it're 

not .. olloble for Morlcop'~ or Yume Counties. 
Arkonsos-choncery ond Probate Court-Pending ond disposed doto do not Include odoptlon. guardlonshlp/conservotorshlp/trusteeshlp. other estote. or ""ntol 

heolth ~ses. 
D1strlct of ColumbTa-PendTng data do 'not Include estate cases_ ,I 

FlorJda--No d8to were avalll1ble fo." JuvenIle status offense cases. _'~ \. 
Georgl_cndlng ond disposed doto do not Include cosss flied before July I. 1970. : I 
IIl1nols-,,!'endlng doto do not Includs civil estote coses. crlmlnol mlsdemeonors fran non-.suburban Cook County. or ony trofflc doto... " , 
lowo-No pending doto were oyolloble for domestic relotlons. estato. or Juvenile coses. No disposition doto wera avolloble for guordlansHlp/conservotorshlp/ 

trusteeship coses. " 
Konsos-Clvll ~nd toto I filing figures do not Include •• other "stote coses. Civil and tot.1 pending figures do not Include smoll clolms. odoptlon. nontol 

heolth. or estote coses. Civil and totol disposed figures do not Include smell clolms. adoption. or meotol heolth coses. Juvenile ond tq,tol disposed 
figures do not Include other Juvenile coses. No pending doto were ovo"oble for troffle or jljyenlle coses. 

Molne-clvll ond toto I pending doto do not Include support/custody coses. 
Morylond--c,:lmlnol pending dota do not Include sentence review only coses or odult offenses ogolnst Juveniles. Sentence review cir.iy coses ore not Includec", 

In the tot. I coses cotegory.· either. 
Mlchlgon-Clrcult Court-No doto were ovollab Ie for one cOurt locotlon. SI~ oth~r reported'grond toto I fill og ond dl,spos Itlon flguras. The~, doto o.e 

InclUded In the toto I figures. but not the mojor cotegory figures of civil. crlmlnol. trofflc. ond Juvenile. 
Mlnnesot .... -No Juvenile doto were ovolloble for this court. 

;.l 

o 

Disposed 
Civil Crlmlnol Trofflc Juvenile Toto I Civil 

63.907 33.387 NH NH 97.294 66.236 

69.02JJ 50.137 NH NH 119.820 82.5671 

End pending 
Trofflc Juvenile 

NH NH 

20.929 NH NH 103.496 

Stot .. popu lotion 
In thousonds 

Number of 
Judges 

11.720 

5.739 

259 5UITBIlB, 

102 county judges 
58 regulor ond 8 
speclol Judges 

19 
314 

43 

9.2681 

247.512 
214.311 

52.117 1 

51.9791 

138 
183.785 
97.439 

987 
30.603 
56.419 

14,773 
14.973 

NH 
65.672 
23.083 

X 
NH 

201.57sr 

~H 
NH 

X 
206.258 

6.863 

17.75sr 
484.373 
479.17sr 

67.0901 

66.9521 

138 
287.207 
126.607 

5.2651 

157.141 1 

135.180 

45.027 1 

44.9031 

124 
66.419 
38.547 

X 
7.555 

48,3331 

5.522 
5.522 

NH 
29.009 
15.058 

Xl 
NH 

55.0811' 
24.054 

7.548 

5.6491r 

188.7501 

246.1411r' 

50.54~1 
50.4251 

124 
101.315 

54.564 

651 
10.795 
2.913 64 dl st •• 77 ossoc. 

dlst •• ond 48 speclol 
judges. 

NH NH 
NH 37.750 
NH 6.085 
tlH NH 

27.947 30.86eJ NH NH S8.815J 

~2~1~.74~78~1 __ ~1~16~.~3~99~I~J _____ ~,~I~.4~5~8~1 __ -7.13~9~.3;3~5~1 ___ 
81.198 X X NH 109.95sr 
46.600 X X NH 75.361r 

3.427 
31.171 

275.4171 

24.270 
6.733 

64. 71~ 
84.067

' 34.838 
166.128 

9.1781 

NH 
NH 

88.9601 

3.305 
76 

50.539, 
13.817 
6.178 

,,38.305 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

71.583r 

NH 

NH 
NH 

12.9521 

NH 
NH 
NH 

6.251 
26.080 

3.427 
31.171 

377.3291 

27.575 
6.809 

115.2~4 

97.884 1 

47.267 
301.09sr 

17 .322 

81.882 
49.763 

4.303 
27.816 

335.0361 

26.299 
7.284 

97.498 

41.495 
157,170 

X 
X 

NH 
NH 

65.6971 

1.425 
39 

17.422 

15.830 
24.601 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

x 
X 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
44.873lr 

NH 

5.887 
959 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

4.621 1 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

2.961 
6.225 

Mlsslsslppl-oClrcult Court--Ooto reported do not Include 2 "",nths oi figures for one court II,\cotlon. 

25.994J 

4.303 
27.816 

405.3541 

27. 72~ 
7.323 

114.920 

60.286 
232.8691r 

2.510 

11.865 
3.115 

957 
3.041 

689 
4.462 

13.498 

1.364 
498 

5.284 
3.886 
1.920 
4.631 

431 

76 
75 

I 
309 

89 
11 
25 
36 

116 
58 circuit. 26 
crlmlnol judges 

5 
27 choncellors 

299 district. 10 
crimi no' Judges 

24 
8 

107 
111 
57 

54 circuit. 127 
cou.ty judges 

15 

Choncery Court--No Juvenile doto were ovolloble for this court. Ooto reported did not 1111Ude 3 months of figures for one court locotlon. 
Nevodo--Ooto were only avollob Ie for one court-the Second District (Woshoe County). ApP7 flmotelY twenty-f lve percent of the totol stote popu lotion 11 ves 

In this county. // 

New York-No pendIng data were avaIlable for crlmlnal "tnd'ctments--outsl(je~rithi~~t_::c:{f.n 
North Dokoto-oCllIlI disposed ond pending doto do not Include termlnotlon of porentol rl9~hts c'~es. They ore Included In the grond totol pending dot.ond 

the civil ond grond toto I flied figures. No pending doto were ovoltoble for Juvonlle coses or Juvenile trofflc offenses. either. 
Ohlo--No pending doto ware ovolloble for civil wrongful deoth. odoptlon. birth records. estote"mlnor's settlement. mentol heolth. or n""e cho~e coses. 
Okloh"",o--No pending doto were ovolloble for crlmlnol postconvlctlon remedy coses. , 
Oregon-oClrcult Court--No pending or disposition doto were ovoII obIe for odoptlon.'mentol heolth. or Juvenile coses. 

South Ookoto--The only civil filing dotol,:t.hot were ovonoble were for e,stote coses. Juvenile filings do not Include other Juvenlla cosas' Juvenile 
~Isposltlons do not Include crlmlnol tl:Pe offense or stotus offens,e coses. No doto were ovo"obla for coses heord by tha lowyer mogl;trotes or loy 
moglstrote/clerks who serve this court. 

Texos--Ooto presented In this toble oro bosed on 0 less thon canplete number of monthly stotlstlcol reports thot were received. The rq>~i'tl~ rate for 
these courts wos nlnety-elght percent. 

Woshlngton--No dl spos Itlon doto were ovollob Ie for mentol heol th or juven lie coses. 
Wlsconsln--Pendlng doto do not Include Juvenile trofflc coses. 
Wyomlng--No pendIng or dlsposltJon doto were ovolloble for estote or Juvenile coses. 

jExplonotlon of doto Included In the cotegory: 

Arkonsas--Geriorol Jurisdiction courts--Doto Include 0 nanlnol nUmber of Juvenile coses ond Juvenile oppeols. 
M.ryland--Pendlng figures for crlmlnol odult offenses ogolnst Juveniles ore InclUded with the Juvenile pending dota. not the crlmlnol I"'ndlng doto. 

FIlings and dispositions of these coses ore correctly cotegorlzed with the crlmlnol coses. 
North Corollno-oClvll doto on the chort InclUde estote ond speclol proceeding coses thot ore disposed by the clerks ~'f this court. 
~outh Corollo-oCrlmlnol ond total figures Includu crlmlnol coses disposed In"the South Corollno County Court ond Civil ond Crlmlnol Court. both of which ore 
' courts of limited JurisdIction. 

"'South Ookoto--Some trofflc coses dIsposed ore Included with the crlmlnol coses disposed reported on this toble. 
POato were not avollobla for oil courts In tho stote. 0 
rTrofflc doto reported do not InclUde porklng coses. 
sTrofflc doto reported do InclUde porklng coses. 

~ 
~ 
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TABLE 16: Reported limited jurisdiction caseload, 1978. . . 
Civil, criminal, traffic, juvenile, and total cases, with state population and number of Judges 

Beginning pending Filed 
5t<1tu and court title 

Civil Criminal Traffic Juvenile Total -:-C~IV~I.!I=..!:Cr:!:..!!lm=-l~n!!!a,!:I~--!;Tr:,a~f,=f~lc~,...:!.Ju!!:v~e~n.!I!Cle!!..-_"~o~t!:!a!.!:I=;;: 
II I abama-STIITE TOTAL................................. -3-1::<'. 7!C8~0I'~-.!<!..2!!0.~5~06.2P:-.!!.32"".'-'6C!0"3P;::r=""C!.2"'. 7"'4C!oP~";8"'7C!, 6"'3:-I::::pr I 16.0 ssP 98.06!>' 189. 908pr 425;361 1 pr 

~istrict c;;,urt1•8 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 31.780 20.'506 32.603'" 2.74~ 87.631r 116.058 98.065 189.908r 425.361 1r 

Probate Court ••• " ....................... " .................... " .. 
Munlclpe:1 Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• '! ••••••••• 

A laska--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrict COurtl ,7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mag Is1retes Court1, 7 .. ,. ................................ .. 

NH 
9.477P 
9.477 

Arlzon ..... -STATE TOTAL ........... ;' ..................... 22.981 1 

Justices of the Pellce t ,1,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 22,981 1 

r-\Jnlclpal Courtl,9................................. NH 
Arkansas-STATE TOTAL ....................... ; ...... .. 

Court of Coaroon Pleas l , 1 ••• " ....................... . 
Coun1y COurtl ..................................... . 

Municipal Courtl ,l, 7 •• ,!O •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

City Court, Police CourT, and' Justice of 111e Peoce" 

COurtl,1,7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Cal Iforn I a-STATE TOTAL ............................ .. 
Justice Court

'
,9 ••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Municipal COurt1,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Co loredo--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Courtl, l, 9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MrJnlclpal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Connecticut-STATE TOTAL ........................... .. 
Court of eorr.u:,n Pleas 1,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate COurT' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile COurtl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Delaware--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••• 
Court of Connon Pleas 1 , 10 •• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
FlIl1lly COurtl ..................................... . 
Municipal Court of Wllmlng1on 10 .............. ; .... . 
Justice of 11'1e Peace Courtl , 10 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Aldernl~nls COurt1,10 •••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 

12.981 
12.981 

NH 
35.822 1p 

35.7781 

44 
13.258 lp 

1.679 
8071 

NH 
10.772 

'NH NH NH NH 

x 
X 

25.4871 

5.0451 

20.4421 

NH 
NH 

12.484 1p 

12.4841 

16.610 
16.610 

NH 
NH 

1,548P 

990 

558 
X 

X 
X 

206.7321 

32.861 1 

175,871 1 

NH 

NH 

43,762P u 

43.762 

18.43JC 
18.437r 

NH 
NH 

41Spr 

NH 

IIH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

14.7671p 

14.7671r 

NH 257.2001 

NH 60.8871 

NH 196.3131 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
Nfl 
NH 

4.444 
NIl 
NH 

4,444 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

69.227 1p 

69.2271 

75.313 1pr 

70.8251r 

4,488 

15.7071pr 

2.069 
8071 

976r 

11.255 

NH 

12.531 
12.292 

239 

39.0431 

39.0431 

NH 
22.129 1 

3771 

1.956 

19.074 
17.705 

1.369 

90.217 1 

36.2451 

53.972 1 

116,6941 

NH 
NH 

86.546 
85.406'" 

1.140 

714.049 1 

22Q.2281 

489,82 II 
379.451 1 

NH 
NH 

19.6551 112.768 1 362.8021 

828.501 
45.635 

782.866 
64.345 
64.345 

NH 
179.445 
131.619 
47.653 

173 
32.897lp 

3.0491 

14.004 
NH 

15.844 

736.602 14.998.262" 
63.500 583. 4 08s 

673.102 14.414.854s 

43.0781 p 153.103P 
43.0781 153.103 

87.311 
87.311 

NH 
NH 

40.129P 
6.534 
2.034 
8.893 

22.668 

322.748r 

322.748r 

NH 
NH 

89.298P 
NH 

793 
16.238r 

72.267 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
N~ 

9.177 
NH 

9.177 

NH 

NH 

118.151 
115,403r 

2.748 

843.3091 

299.516 1 

543.793 1 

527.451 1 

3771 

11.133 

495.2251 

NH 16,563.36:1' 
NH 692.543" 
NH 15.870.822s 

NH 260.5261p 

NH 260.5261 

NH 
14.854 

NH 
NH 

14,854 
8.702 

NH 
8.702 

NH 
NH 
NH 

604.358r 

541.6711" 
47.653 
15,027 

J7J .0261 P 
9.583 1 

25.533 
25.l3lr 

110,779 

~F~lo~r~l~d~a-<o~~u~n~ry~co~~~tcbL,~I,~9~.~ •• ~;,~.~ •• ~.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~.~~~ ____ ~~~ __ ~~~ __ --'N~H~~~;7 ~_2~1~5~,2~08~~2~3~4,~1~9~3~2~,~13~3~.4~5JC~~~~NH~~2~,~~2~,8~58~r 
Georgl"..-STATE TCTAL................................. 65.302P 25.055P 36.5~4P 126.931 1p 147.693P 78.72:;1' 309.216P 33.843 569.477 lp 

5t<1tu Court l and Couniy COurt l •9 ................... 65.302 24.796 26.320 NIl 116.418 147.693 73.402 173.221 NH 394.3i6 
Probate CQurt9..................................... 2!lJ 10.254 NH 10.5131 5.323 133.678 NH 139.001 1 

Juvenile COurtl.................................... NH NH NH NH 2.317 33.843 ,36.160 

Municipal Court' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CIvil Court •••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small Claims Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrate's Cour"t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of 111e PellCe Court ••••••••••••• " ........... . 
Recorders'S Court, Mayor's Court, Municipal Court, 

CI1y Council Court, Police Court. and 
Criminal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH NH NH NH 

!' 

Ha.all~lstrlct COurt1, 10 .......................... . 

I nd I ana--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Coun1y COurtl ,7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenl Ie Court of Marlon County7 ••••••••••••••••• .". 
Probate COurtl ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~'. 
Municipal Court of Marlon Countyl,7 •••••••••••••••• 

~6~,8~~~ ____ ~5~,~~0~~54~,~0~34~S~ __ ~NH~~6~5~,9~1~IS:-~10~1~94~0~~38~~,3~0~3~_6~6~3~,~04~~~ __ ~~N~H __ 7~1~7L'~~~~ 
45.969P 34.614P 71.278pr 2.428 154.~9pr 111.388P 80.2Q1P 26S.245pr 7.409 ~65.243pr 
30.136 10.309 23.33(( NH 63.77!f 89.015" 40.589 171,521" N!l 301.126'" 

NH 8 NH 1.503 1.511 NH 15 NH 6.603 6.616 
10.656 NH NH 925 11.581 5.410 NH NH 806,-, 6.216 
5.177 24.297 47.948r NH 77.4'),1" 16.963 39,597 94,723'" NH 151.283'" 

CI1y Court ....................................... .. 
Town Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NH 
Small Claims Court of Marlon County ............... . 

Kansas--Munlclp~1 Court.............................. NH 
Kentucky--Dls1rlct Court1,B.......................... 9,694 
loulslana--STATE TOTAL ............................ . 

Family Court and Juvent Ie COurt ............ i........ NH 
CI1y COurt l and Parish courti. and Municipal and 
Tr~fflc Court of New Orleansl,7 •••••••••• ~ ••••••• 

NH NH 
NH 

NH 

NH NH 
NH NH NH 
NH NH NH NH 
NH NH NH NH 

111.149 193.728 241,121 34.114 
61.5751p Jl8.8641p 385.101 1r 33.361 1 

NH NH NH 28.240 

Justice of the Peace Court............. •••••••••••• NH NH NH NH NH 
NH 

NH 
NH Mayor's Court.... ••••••• ••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• _-!N!!:H~ _______ ~N"H __ -!N!!CH~_-",_ 

Malne--STATE TOTAL .................................. . 
NH 

40.5131p 

40.2461 

267 
Dls1rlct Court1, 7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Admlnistri5tlve COurt~ ••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••• 
Probate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Maryl.nd--STATE TOTAL ............................... . 
Dls1rlct COurt1,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Orphans. Court ••••••••••••••••• .-••••••••••••••••••• 

"""sachusetts~STATE TOTAL........................... 12.567P 

District COurt1,7 ••••••••••• o •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Housing Courtl,7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~fi •••••• 
Land COurt1•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l2,567 
Probzste COurt7 ..................................... It 
Juvenile Court7...................................... NH 
8os1on Municipal COUrT1,7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NH 
NH 

(jl 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

2.642 
2.642.i 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

2.642 1p 398.260P 

2.6421 398.260 

12.567P 295. I 17P 
170.054 
16.401 

12.567 8.565 
100.097 

NH 

x 
X 

NH 
NH 

101.217 
101.217 

NH 
209.001JP 
200.83<!l 

8.139 
NH 
NH 
~ 

X 

X 
NH 

5.350 
5.350 

NH 
NH NH 

683.245 2,'Q94 
683.245 2,094 

NH NH 

549.8431ps 53.109 
549.8431 s 39.704 

NH Nil 
NH IlH 
NH NH 
NH 13.405 

NH 

580.112 
598.901 1pr 

28.240 

'215.9741~ 
215.7071t 

267 

1.184.816P 

1.164.816 

1.1O:,070Ips 

960.435Is 

24.540 
8.565 

100.097 
13.433 

I 

Disposed End pend Ing Popu latlon 

_~C"'I~vC!I""I_~C:!,.r~lm~l~n.2a""I __ T.crC!a!!f.!.f.clc"='=~JU~v~e:!.!n.!.1 "le!..-"'7:-:"'",o.!.T'::::..1 ._~C!:lv!.!IC!I= __ C~r"l~m!.!l~na~I!.;;-_..!Tc!:r~af!.'f::l=c;;;:--'J~u:!ve!!!n!,!1.!I.!!e-:::"=o.cta:,l,,:-;; In lIlousands 
93.255P 92.215P 176.003pr 400.452 lpr 54.583P 26.358P 46.508pr 127.449 1pr 3.834 
93.255 92.215 176.003r 400.4521r 54.583 26.358 46.508r 127.4491r 

NH NH NH NH 
NH 

9.748 
9.569 

179 

38.008 1 

38.0081 

NH 

623.007 
33.390 

589.617 
61.115 
61.115 

NH 

45.440 1p 

45.2761 

164 
19.806 1 

3.142 
3.293 1 

NH 
12.925 

'4461 

201,511 
140.075P 
140.075 

NH 

NH 

1,298P 

X 
1;298 

81.1761 

33.1681 

47.988 1 

NH 
NH 

1.I28P 

X 
1.128 

" 689.0981 

202.1071 

486.991 1 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NIl 
NH 
NIl 

NH 

NH 

NH 

114.016 
111.411r 

2.605 

806.282 1 

273.3031 

534.9791 

671.048 13.015.114s NH 14.309.169s 

NH ~8.134s 

NH 13.731.03:1' 
55.987 488.737" 

615.061 12. 526.357s 

41,2781p 148.679P NH 251.072 1 P 
41.278 1 148.679 NH 251.0721 

85.338 
85.338 

NH 
NH 

16.763 Ip' 
6.394 

9.044 
X 

1.3251 

207,790 
73.291 P 

68.000 
5.291 

NH 

NH 

318.252r 

31S.252r 

NH 

NH 
14.549 

NIl 
NH 

NH 14,549 
29.464 Ip 

NH NH 

15.431r NH 
X NH 

14.033 1 NH 

1,946,444r NH 
297.374 1p 31.6851 

:64,098 NH 
131.106 NH 

2.1701 31.6851 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH NH 

463.579 1pr 

448.8661r 

14,713 
160.4981 

9.536 
3.293 1 

24.47!f 
107.390 
15.804 1 

2,~55, 74!f 
542.425 Ip 

372.173 
136.397 1 

33.8,551 

, 

NH NH 
10,200 

100.393P 

78.391 
NH 

5.615 
16.387 

NH 

NH 

36,538 
69.654P 

36.487 
8 

NH 
33.1!lJ 

NH 

61.671 164.870 
39.1631p 96.9821p 

NH NH 

39.1631 

NH 

278 

116.424P 

106.677 

7.147 

NH 

NH 

14.078 1 

14.0181 

NH 
NH 
28 lp 
281 

NH 

NH 
NH 

642,961 5 

243.350pr 

155.514r 

NH, 

NH 
87.836r 

NH 
NH 

NH 
6.7m 

NH 
5.986 

723 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
Nfl' 

209.237 26.129 
324.087 Ir 4.400 1p 

NIl 

324.087 Ir 4.4001 

NH 
NH 

77.944 Ir 

77.944 Ir 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

1.907 1 

1.9071 

NH 
NH 

2.267 
2.267 

NH 
33.0J3P 
33.013 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

689,699" 
420.106pr 

270.392r 

5.994 
6,338 

137.381" 

467.907 
464i6321pr 

464.6321r 

1I1.808lpr 

111,5301r , 

278 

2.2951p 

2.2931 

149.437 1p 

141.6901 

7.747 

NH 
12.2001' 
12.200 

24.016 1 

24.0161 

NH 

16.211 
16,211 

NH 
37.206lp 

37.1531 

53 
17 ,872P','1 

1.586 
2.595 

NH 
13.691 

72. 920P 
72.920 

NH 

NH 

NH 
7,597 

56.964P 

40.760 
NH 

10.451 
5.753 

NH 

NH 

53.172 

NH 

NH 

13.385P 

13.385 

NH 

X 
X 

34.528 1 

B.l021 

26.426 1 

NH 
NH 

14.284 1p 

14.284 1 

18.583 
18.583 

NH 
NH 

1.7~p 

1.130 
220 
407 

X 

30.489P 

30.19B 
291 

NH 

NH 

6,785 
45.161 P 

14.411 
15 

NH 
30.735 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

(j) 

NH 

NH 
(\ NH 

X 
X 

233.683 1 

54.982 1 

178.701 1 

NH 
NH 

48.186P 
48.186 

22.933'" 
22.933'" 

NH 
NH 

1.225Pr 

NH 
X 

1.22!f 
X 

48.269P 

35.443 
12.826 

NH 
NH 

NH 

79, 11~ 
94.173pr 

39.338r " 
NH 

NH 
54. 83 !f 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
°NH 

NH 
Nil, 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

4.749 
NH 
NH 

4,749 

NH 
X 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

3.1~ 

NH 
2.120 

1.008 

N~, 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

2,4!)6 
2.456.1 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

292.227 1 

87.1001 

205.127 1 

78.681 1p 

78.681 1 

83.471 1pr 

78.6691r 

4,802 
22.914P 

2.716 
3.922 
1.631" 

14.644 

151.678 1p 

138.561 
13.1171 

93,495" 
199.426pr 

94,509r
o 

2.135 
11.4!lJ 
91.323'" 

53.172 1 

13.385P 

13.385 

401 

2.518 

2.241 

22.839 

2.767 

3.095 

598 

9,132 

5.286 

929 
5.446 

2.333 
3.611 
4.073 

1.115 

4.212 

5.743 

Number 
of fUdges 

496 

89 
67 

220 recorders, 120 mayors 
92 
17' 
53 port-t Ime .nd 22 act I rg 

mag Istrates 
176 
84 
92 magistrates 

327 
coun1y judges serve 

75 judges. 51 juven Ite 
referees 

107 

90 cl1y, 2 polr,ce judges, 
2 iustlces of 111e peace 

563 
108 
455 
~O 

106 
174 
196 
61 

129 

87 
5 

12 
3 

47 Justices of the peace 
13 al dermon. I depu1y. 3 
assistants, 2 alterpates, 
and 1 mayor 

190 
1.932P 

76 
159 
42; superior judges also 
serve 

2 
3 

86 
4 mag1s1rates 

1.560 

(not avall.ble) 
17 

188 
56 

II full-time and 4 part-time 
BI 
25 

8 
356 
114 
54IP 

8 f ... lly. 3 Juvenile Judges 

58 cl1y, 3 parrl sh, 4 moo Ic
Ipal. 4 traffic judges 

461 Justices of the peece 
(not alia I lable) 
38 
20 

I~ 
I judge. I associate Judge 

152 
85 judges and I ch I ef judge 
66 

200P 
155 Justices 

10 
2 

(not available) 
27 

" 4 full-time an~ 2 par1'-
time 

45 

(Footnotes ~t end of tiD Ie; conti rued on na<t page.»)) 
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TABLE 16: Reported limited jurisdiction caseload,.1978. (continued) 

Stllte .nd court title 
~~--~~~~----~-------_!I-____ __ 
Mlchlg.~-ST~TE TOTAL .......... j ................... .. 

eoa..,n Plees Court of DetroiT ..................... . 
DistricT COurt1,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• ,; ••••••• 
MunIcIpal COurt1,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••• 
Probate Court1 ...................................... . 

Minnesota-STAT< TOTAL .............................. . 
Coun1y Cour+l. 12 .................................. .. 
Coun1y Hunlcl~.1 COur+l. 12 ........................ .. 
Conciliation COurt' ................................ .. 
Probate CClurt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 

Mlsslsslppl--STATE TOTAL ..................... , ....... . 
Couniy COurt1,6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JU,~tlce COur't1,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••• 
FamIly Court ....................................... . 
Hunlclp.1 Court ................................... . 

MissourI-STATE TOTAL ............................... ". 
St. louis Court of Crhnlnel COrrectlon7 •••••••••••• 
Magistrate Court', 1,6 ............................. .. 

Prob8ta COurt" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Munlclpel end Police COurt" .......................... . 
Mont.n .... -STATE TOTAL ............................... .. 

JustIce Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
H.Jnlclpel COurt ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• &.' •• 

CI1y Court ........................................ . 
Nobr.,.klI-STATE TOTAL .... ~ .......................... . 

Coun1y .Court 1 ~ 7 ••••••••••••••••••••• ':-'!' ••••••••••••• 

J.kJnlclpcl COurtl~9 ••••••••••••••• ~, ••••••••••••••••• 
Sepsrete JuvenIle Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Workmen's Compense1"lon COur"tl •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Neveda-STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Munlclpel Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hl!impshlre--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• H •• 

District COurt5,12 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probllte COur"t5 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court5, 12 ••••••••••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••• 

Ne. Jersey STATE TOTAL ............................. . 
Coun1y Dls1rfct Co~rtl. 7 .......................... . 
JuvenIle 8nd Domestic Reletlons COurt1 ••••••••••••• 

. MUn Iclp81 Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••• e ••••••••• 

Ne. ",",Ico-STATE TOTAL ............................. . 
~89'strl5te COurt1~7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

" Prob8te eourt •• 'i •••.•.•••••••.•.•..•••••••....•.••. 
Munlclpel COurt" ............... ~ •••••••••••••••••• "' ••• 
Small Clefms Court of Albuguerque .... ' ............ .. 

Ne. York-STATE TOTAL ............................... . 
(',I vi I Court of 1110 CI1y of Ne. Yorkl ............. .. 
Crtmln81 Court of the CI1y of New York9 •••••••••••• 
Femlly (burtl • I ................................... . 

II 

DIstrict" Court Bnd CI'ty Courtl , 1~9 ••••••••• "' •••••• 

1 ' Scrrog8tes' C:lUrT •••••••••••••• ! •••••••••••••••••• 

Court" of CI151ms 1 ................................... . 

Town and VIllage Justice COurt1,9 ................. .. 
tbrth Carol I ne--D I s1T Ict'Courtl, 12 ................. .. 
Nor1l1 O.kot..-SThTE TOTAL •• ; ........................ . 

Coun1y Probote COurtl ••••••••• (' •• ,,~ •••••••••••••••• 
County Court with Increasod Jurlsdlctlon 1,7 •• , ••••• 
County Justice Coury I ~ 1,7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Munlclp81 Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oh lo--STATE TOTAL ................................... . 
Coun1y Co~rtl~e •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Clel,n.5a~ 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• 
MuniCipal COurt1,8 ................................. . 
Mlrtors' COurt-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Okillhom .... -STATE TOTAL ............................... . 
Worker's Compensl5tlon COurr4 ••••••• ~~ ••••••••••••••• 
Court of B8nk Revlf7! ••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••• 
Court of Tmc ftevl~:~ ............. •••••••••••••••••••• 
Munlclp~1 Criminal Court of Record •••• u ••••••••••• 

Municipal Court" Not" of Record •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Civil 
43,4581 

7.374 
33.2501 

1.066 
1.76S1 

X 
X 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

33. list' 
33.115 

NH 

NH 

55.270 
49.092 
6,178 

NH 

NH 

54.664 l p 
24.053 

NH 
30.611 I 

72.358 

NH 
93.0?B 
'4.805 
I. 1~9 

87.034 
NH 
liP 

II 
o 

NH 
NH 

BegInning pendIng FIled 

Cr 1m I n.1 Traff I c J uven II e Toto I 7:C=I~V='II::.'"Cr~I.!!!m::1 n~.::I::-r:-:--:T!::r:-.f!.!f::l::ci7J~u::v!:en~I::I:re-:;-:;To:;-t;:.::.;I::;;:i< 
44.680

' 
159.32515 247.46315 442.029 1 ,,356.6961.' 1.686.692 15 24.4151 2.726. \791 5 

6.916 NH NH 14.290 168.644 .. S9.036 NH ~IH 257.6S0 
33.0721 145.582 15 NH 211.90415 245.7591 246.7571 1.529.95915 NH 2.238.822" 

4.692 13.74;5S NH 19.501s 9.586 20.90.3 I 56.73;5S NH IS7.222s 

NH NH 1.7681 IS.0401 NH NH 24.4151 42.4551 

16.719 1p 114.9601p X 194.494pr 34.671 1p 511,964 1pr X 652,71Spr 

16.719 1 114.9601 X 194.494r X 34.671 1 511.9641r X 652,71Sr 

NH 
NH 

19.5SgP 
19.8S9 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

8.682
'
p 

NH 
8.6821 

NH 

NH 

NH 

48.501 

NH 

NH 
25.81zP 
3.221 

NH 
22.591 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH NH 

~~ ~~ ~~ ~~\ 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

i6.618P 
16.618 

NH 
NH 

107.303 
NH 

96.205 

11,102 

NH 

2.63!P 
2.635 

26,5431p 

3,5661 

22.9771 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

X 
X 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

13.9sePr 1.073P 68.03!Pr 

13.958r 1.073 68.03" 
NH 

NH 
NH 

50.471 
31.400 
18.267 

45.2761' 
45.276 

X 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

203.299pr 4.677 
203.299'"· 2.950 

X NH 
NH NH 1.727 
NH NH 

NH 
796 Nh NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

e5.643 

.NH 

NH 
49.121" 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
24.487

' NH 
NH 

24.4871 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
16.2861' 

16.288 NH NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

68.761 I P 391.345 
49.092 1 317,885 
19._669 73.460 .. 

349,166 3.753.262s 92.380 
3.755 83,685 NH 

NH NH 92.380 

87.833 1p 
24,Os} 
e.6S21 

55,09S1 

209.5021 

NH 

NH 
14.2761' 
14,276 

345,411 3.669.5775 NH 
26.229P 86.680 Nt! 
26.229 0.6.680 NH 

NH NH NH 
NH 

506.1351p 665,3661' 
135.782 Nt1 

NH '. 665.366 
273.6631 NH 

·NH 

NH 

NH NH 
NH 

99.283P 

NH 
99,283 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

Nt! 

NH 
264.120 360.401 815.857 21,629 

11.691 1 17.662" NH 
1.7871 NH Nfl NH 
8.7731 12.9s} NH 
1.1311 4.709 NH 

NH NH NH NH 
NH 173.68Ipr 360.477 '301.6861' 1.389.299Pr Nfl 
NH 13.736r 20.690 25.2!l9 i43.14:1'.. NH 
NH 1.199 i.989 NH Nfl NH 
NH 158.746r 337,798 276,389 1.246,154r NH 

19.253'p 

19.253 1 

496,425P 

20.853 
464.470. 

11.102 

420.80/f 
282.933r 

135.350 
1.727 

796 

16.2861' 

" 16.288 

4.~~6.15" 
4()5.325 
165.840 

4.014.98Ss 

12} • .I8!P 

1~\.:185 

\1 

1.462.007 
29.353Ip ', 

1.7871 

21,726 1 

5.8401 

2.051.4641'r 
IS9.134r 

1.989 
1.860.34 i' 

NH ·,2NH~ __________________ ~NH~ ______ ~ 

NH lIP 61' NH 6P 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
Nt! 
NH 

II 
o 

6 
o 

NH 
NH 

NH NH 
NH IIH 
NH NH 

Nfl 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

6 
o 

I 
~ 

" ! 
, 
11 , 

; ... , 

.,Olsposed End pend Ing Popu latlon Number 
~~C~lv~I+I __ ~C~r~lm~l~n7·+I~_T~r~.~f~f7Ic~~J~uv~e~n~I~1~e-:~~l~0~t7.~1 __ ~C~IV~I::I~ __ ~Cr~l~m~l=n.=I~ __ '"T~r7.~ff::l=c~J~u~v~e~n~11~e~~l~o~t.~I~ ,~I~n~1I1~0~u~s~.n~d~s~~0~f~lu~d~g~es~ ______________ __ 
426.010

' 
350.618

' 
1.665.010 '5 2.670.084 '5 55.393

' 
50.758

' 
181,007'5 287.158 '5' 9.202 356 

155.957 80.459 NH NH 236,416 20.061 15.493 NH NH 35.~54 13 
246.3\71 249.283 1 1.515.047 15 NH 2.239.0935 32.,~921 30.5461 160.494 1.5 HH 223.73215 198 

9,532 20.876 149.9635 NH 180.3'115 1.120 4,719 20.513' NH 26.352".. 36 
14,2041 NH NH 14.2041 1'i5201 NH NH 1,5201 109 
65.640P 33.:549P 518.806pr 15.799 633. 594pr 7.321P 26.0121 7.476P 248.736P 4.005 136 
65.640 33.349 518.806r 15.799 633.594r X 20.383 1 X X 228.31<:/' 106 

NH 866 5.6:9 7.476 NH 13.971 28 
NH NH NH 6.455 NH NH NH 6.455 munlclp.1 judges serVe 

NH NH NH NH NH NH _-::-:-:=-___ -=2~--------------------!!,~\,-------~~--~~--------- -------------~~------~~----~--------- 2.488 2~ 
,! NH ,.'/ NH 20 

ii NH NH NH NH (not .v.lI.ble) 
NH 
NH 

90.504 
NH 

80.860 

9,624 

NH 

NH 
NH 

:50.160P 

30.160 

NH 

NH 
29.584P 

28.874 

710 

387.660 
315;263 
72,397 

NH 

NH 

22.0551p 

2.8321 

19,=1 

NH 

44.33st' 
44.335 

NH 
NH 

34,I46P 

33.172 

NH 
974 

298.762 
3.305 

NH 
295.457 

NH 

603,902 'p 342.201 Ip 
134,147 NH 

NH 218.6231 

269.5761 NH 

115.778 123.578 

84,401 NH 

254.984 
11.2891 

1.519 
8.705 
1,0.651 

NH 
346,321 

21.971 
1.989 

322.361 
NH 

10,856 
10.851 

5 
o 

NH 
NH 

NH 

350,589 
14.442 

NH 
10.409 
4,033 

NH 
2?6.296P 

25,645 
NH 

270,651 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH NH NH (not.v.!lable) 

x 
X 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

199.406pr !>.009P 
199.406r 3.009 

NH 
NH 

151,04(:/' 
143.216r 

NH 
,7.824 

·NH 

Nt! 
NH 
NH 
NH 

6.366 
6.033 

NH 
333 

3.068.80.0" 90.736 
61.464 ·NH 

NH 90.736 
3.007.3365 NH 

Nil 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

801,787 
131.96(:/' 

NH 
59.54Sr 

27,664r 

.44.74Sr 
1.377,636pr 

143.591r 

NH 
1,234.04" 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

59.778 1 

NH 
NH 

59,7781 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
22.581 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
If.I 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

"Nfl 
NH 
NH 
NH 

419.78oP 
14.401 

405.379 

9,624 

Nt! 

22),136pr 

21'1.29" 

9.841 

3.845.958s 

380.032 
163.133 

3.302,7935 

1.332.480 'pr 

134.147 
218.0231 

329.354 1 

565.95" 

'84.401 

1.429,941 
157,6!il lr" 

1.519 
78.662r 

32,762 lr 

44,748r 

2.020.253Pr 

191.207r 

1.989 
1.827.0571" 

10,856P 
10.B51 

5 
o 

NH (not ... II.ble) 

NH 

NH 

Nff' 
NH 

34,363P 
34,363 

NH 

NH 

58.955 
51.714 
7.241 

NH 

NH 

61,026 1P 
24.954 

NH 
36.072 1 

81.494 

Nt! 
106.914 

3,372 
1.301 

102.241 
NH 
llP 

11 
"0 
NH 
NH 

\1 

NH 

20.83oP 
20.830 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

14.168 1p 

NH 
14,1681 

If! 

NH 

NH 

58.313 

NH 

NH 
30.4001' 
2.372 

NH 
28,028 

Nfl 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH NH 

NH NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

1.014P 
1.014 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NI' NH 

15.135 
NH 

NH 15. I" 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH NH 
NH NH 
NH NH 

13,2971 
NH NH 

NH 
NH 13.2971 

NH 

NH NH 

NH NH 

NH 
102.713 

NH 
NH NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

65,768pr NH 
4.934r NH 

NH NH 
60.834r NH 

NH 
NH 

NH NH 
Nfl NH" 
NH Nfl 

NH 
NH 

74,OsePr 

74,058r 

74.090 'p 
51,7141 

22.376 

4.871 672 
2 

55 serve on I y ~s 
magls1r.tes 

91 5eo ... as bo1l1 probate 
ju~ges .nd ""'!Ilu1r.tes 

24 serve on Iy as probate 
judges 

500 
784 359 

1.561 

719 

93 
160 
106 
65 
43 
13 
4 
5 

69 
54 jus tlces of 1110 peace 
15 

894 109 

7.356 

8 full-time. 35 part-time 
.ndAI specl.1 judges 

10 judg ... 
15 p.rt-tlme .nd 5 specl.1 

fudges 
438 

39 
39 

360 
1.252 180 

71 
32 
84 

I 
88.491!P 17.720 2,838 

120 
9S 

24.954 
14,1681 

'49.3691 

" 242.520
' 

• 5.739 

203.082pr 

10.678r 

1.301 
191.103" 

liP 

II 
o 

651 

(S~: .. 

10.795 

2.913 

106; 35 coun1y judges .150 
serve 

~9 dls1rlct. 152 cl1y 
judges 

35 surrog.tes; 36 cq'l"1y 
judges .Iso serve 

17 regul.r ~nd 31 specl.1 
judg~ 

2,230 lustlces of 1I1e pe.ce 
126 
263 

38 
15 
38 

172 
937 

59 
I on t ... porary .sslgnm.nt 

ISS 
690 !!!"Vors 

9P 
7 
3 dls1rlct judges serve 
3 dl s1r Ict judges se",. 
2 

f.not zs\.'allabla)1 

(Footnotes .t ~r.d of tab 10; continued on ntlKt page.) 
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TABLE 16: Reported limited jurisdiction caseload, 1978. (continued) 

~~~ __ ~~B~eg~l~nn~I~~~p7~~d~ln~gL-~~-=~~ 
State and court title Civil Crlmln.1 Traffic Juvenile Total 

Oregon--STIITE TOTIIL ................................... 22,781 1 29.159 1 111.4061 163.3461 

District COurtl." .................................. 20.619 21.786 62,042 NH 104.447 
Coun"ly COurtl ....................................... 3951 NH NH 3951 

Justice COurtl ,1,11 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,7671 1,5521 15,4231 NH 18.1421 

Municipal COurtl."................................. NH 5.821 1 33.941 1r NH 39.762lr 

Pennsylvanla-STIITE TOTIIL ............................. 11.015P 4.934P NH 15.949P 
Philadelphia t<lunlclpal COurtl •8 ..................... 11.015 4.934 NH NH 15.949 
O"lstrlcT JUSTice COurt1,9........................... NH 
Philadelphia Traffic Court ............ ,............. NH NH NH 

Pittsburgh C lry Mag I strates COurt9.................. _~NHC!:-________ -::-______ ,---____ !!NH~ __ :-:=-:;;c 
Puerto Rlco--STIITE TOTIIL .............................. 18.912P 20.774P 10.938 NH 50.624P 

District COurtJ.l0 .................................. 18,912 20.774 10,938 NH 50,624 
Justices of the Reace 1,10... •••••••••••••••••••••••• NH NH 
Municipal Court

'
, '0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NH NH 

Rhode Is land--STIITE TOTIIL ............................ . 
District COurt1,7 ••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NH 
Fanlly Court1, 7 ..................................... . NH NH 

Municipal Court..................................... NH NH NH 

Probate CourT ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NH 

Civil 
78.908 1 

75.089 
149 

3.6701 

NH 

233.269 
69.713 

163.556 
NH 

NH 

46. lOOP 
46.109 

34.33<1' 
29.196 

5.134 
NH 

South Carollna-STIITE TOTIIL ........................... 34.895P X 
NH 

X 57, 729 1p 112.918P 

County CoUrT and Civil and Crlmln.1 Courtl •6 ........ 14.446 

Family COurtl ....................................... X 

Magistrate COurtl •6 ................................. 20,449 
Probate CourT ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
General Sessions Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Probate Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Coun1y CourT •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juveni Ie Court' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Justice of the Peace Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NH 
Xl 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

x 
X 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 14.4461 10.955 

X 18,648 X 
NH 24,6351 101.963 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

2.838P 
2.838 

Flied 
Criminal Traffic 

102.5631 786.693 1 

73,719 455,151 
NH NH 

7.638 1 145,8461 

21.2061 185.6961r 

486, 171P 2.282,762P 
52.191 NH 

433.980 1,069.492 
NH 1.213.270 

56.636P ~, 49.601 
56.635 49.601 

NH 

NH 

31.457jp 

31.457j (j) 

NH NH 
NH 

78.959P 410.883P 

NH 

NH 

78.959 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

X 
410.883 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

Juvenile 
133 
NH 

133 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 
6.8881' 

6.888 
NH 
NH 

X 
NH 

X 
NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

Total 
968.2971 

603.959 
282 

157.1541 

206.9021r 

3.002.202P 

121.904 
1.667.028 
1.213.270 

152.34!1' 
152.345 

72,67!1' 
60.653 
12.022 

665.931 1p 

10.9551 

63.161 
591.815 

2,838P 
2,838 

f.lIn Ie I pa I Court •••••••••••• iO......... ............... _..;N"'H.:..:: ________ -;-:: ____ -,--= ____ -,r--,--..",--:-r ,~:-:!'!N!!Hr_:c_::==':T'_:_=:-::=rc~-::-::T-::-:::::_=:l< 
Texas-STIITE TOTf.l .................................... Jl2,6361p 185.9791p 49.2951p 1.3081 349.2181p 342.144 1 1.003.9641 6.226.68515 1,211 1 7.574.00415 

Coun1y Court aT Law, Constitutional Coun1y Court, 
and Probate CourtI , 1,9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 112,6361 

Municipal COurtl,9.................................. NH 
Justice of the "sace COurt i ,l,9 ••••••••••• o ••••••••• 

Utah--STATE TOTAL ................................... .. 
CI1y COurT',7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice COurt1,,1,7 .................................. . 

Vermont--STIITE TOTAL .................................. 16.6621 

District COurtl •7 ................................... 6.631 
Probate COurt1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• to,031' 

Vlrglnla--Dlstrlct COur1'l,9 ........................... . 

Wash Ington--STIITE TOTAL .............................. . 
District CourT and Justices of the Peace CourtJ,l.9. 
Municipal and Police COurt',9 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

West VI,·glnla--ST-"1E TOTAL .......................... .. 
Magistrate COurt i .'.13 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wlsconsln--Munlclpal Justice Courtl ,7 ................. . 
Wyoming-STATE TOTAL ................................ .. 

Justice C'.ourt ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 

4.184 
4.184 

NH 

2.750 
2.750 

NH 

NH 

1,3081 349.2181r 

NH 
NH 

NH 

NH 

198 23.794 1 

196 13.763" 
NH 10.0311 

143.8271 

NH 

198.:5171 

34.9751 

31.068 
287 

3,620 1 

15.475 
10.613 
4.862 

456.511 

204.7271 

,435.0881 

364.149 1 

47.583 1 

29.315 
NH 

18.268 1 

19.186 
19.186 

NH 
285.840 

88.096Ir 1.211 1 

4.96l.976Is NH 
1.175.6131 NH 

663.83015 23.367 
488.5765 NH 

14.494 ',' 23.367 
160'.76015 NH 
71.121 1.097 
71.121 1.097 

NH NH 

903.646 126.709 

NH 72.479 124,995 1.330,390 NH 
NH I, 72.479 77.835 603.884 NH 
NH NH 47.1601 726.5061 NH 

NH 3i.6351 129.671 1p 111.4861r NH 

NH 36.6351 1}9.671 1 1.ll.486Ir NH 
NH NH ('" NH NH 

NH NH NH 
NH NH 
NH NH 

437.861 1r 

5.398.06415 

1.738.0791 

769.75515 

548.9595 

38.148 
"182,648 15 

106.879 
102.017 
4,~62 

1.772.706 

1.527,864 
754,198 
773.6661 

227.79Z lpr 

227.792 lr 

,Municipal COurt .............. !,! • .!.."' .. ...,.'-' • .!.."' .. ...,.'-' • .!.."' .. ...,.'-' • .!.."'.'-' .. ...,.'-'. ____ !'!N!!H ________________ ~-----!!N!.!H-------------::-N!!;H'---------------_-----'N"'H'----------

Note: All available data are Includ~d tn 11\e table. Blank spaces Indicate 11J:at the data are unaval fable. 

NH : This case type Is not h.ndled In this court. 
X : T~e d.t. for this case type are kno~n to be Included In the total but wore not .vallable by category. 
- : Not applicable. " 

loata are not comp lete: 
AlabamlJ--DJs1rlcT Court--No daTa ware avarfable for 1he number of Juvenile casas flied, dlsposod, or PGndl~ at the end of the YOllir. 
Alaska-Dlstrlct Court-Pendlng d.t. Include aJl civil c.ses. crl",lnal preliminary ~earlngs, and IOllsdemeano;> tr.fflc C.5e •• Pendlrg data for the 

remaining crlmlnal and 1raf·flc categories were no't available. 
Arlzona--JustlcttS of the Pa&;e-lnCOfllptete data were roported for courts located '"In six counties; ol1e roported criminal eases only: Dno1t1or roportod 

all but traffic. 
Municipal Court--N:> data were available for ffve court locations. 

Arkansas--COurt of CoIMOn ?Ieas--No data were reported for courts' located In one coun1y. 
Municipal Court--No data wera r~ported for seven court locatloos;)only six rronffls of data wore roported for twelvo o1hers. 
CI~' Court, Pollc'3I ~urt, eod Justice of 1he Peace Court--No data werQ reported for forty-seven court locations; Incan,plete data were reported for two 

;. o1hers. ~ 

Colorado--County Court--No data wore av.llable for felony advisement preliminary hearlrg cases In ""Ich no canplalnt waS lodged for the court located In 
Denver County. ' 

Conriectlcut--COurt of ~n P!eas~,-No~ pending or dlsiX>sltlon data ware lIvtdlable for small claims .cases. 

Disposed 
Civil 
7~, 7081 
71,131 

1471 
3.4301 

tfi 
229.981 
71.692 

158.289 
NH 

~NH 
46.347P 
46;:347 

22.795P 
22.795 

NH 

169.G73P 
17,361 

42,869 
109.443 

2.524P 

criminal 
91.8961 

64,950 
"tfi 

6.571 1 

20.3751 

415.877P 
50.265 

365.612 
NH 

.59.391P 
59.391" 

34. 146.1P 
:34.146.1 

NH 

NH 

HH 

?,.524 NH 

81.861 1 207.8421 
tfi ., :343,267 1 

144.7631 270.1461 

26.063P 23.672P 
26.063 23.672 

17.2341 
13.088 
4.1461 

434.097 

NIl 
38.~241 
38,524 1 

NH 

tfi 

NH 

NH 

19.957 
19.9~7 

NIl 
269,700 

100.8931p 
100.8931 

Traffic 
759.0571 

438.279 
.NH 

143.9301 

176.848 lr 

1. 532.999P 

NH 
954.021 
578.978 

52.353 
52.353 

NH 
tfi 

(J) 

tfi 

Juvenll .. 

NH 
tfi 
NH 
tfi 
NH 

NH 

NH 
tfi 
NH 
tfi 
NH 

HH 

NH tfi 

2.573P 15.551 
NH NH 

2.573 
X 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

HH 

4.166.880Is 

90.791 1r 

3.616.590Is 

1.059.4991 

382.643Ps 

382.643' 

15.551 
NH 
HH 
tfi 

tfi 

NH 

tfi 

NH 

NH 
71.894 1.954 
71.894 1.054 

NH NH 
866.405 115.350 

1I5.711 1r 

11~.711Ir 
NH 

196.084 Is 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH. 
NH 
NH 
NIl 
NH 

NH 
NH 

• Total 

925.661' 
574.360 

1471 
153.931 1 

197.22llr 

2.1'I8.857P 
121.957 

1,477.922 
578.978 

158.091P 

158.091 

56.94IP 

56.941 

677.752 lp 
17.361 1 

60.993 
599.398 

2.524 

5.815.749 15 

381.484 Ir 

3.959.857 15 

1.474.4081 

432.378Ps 

432.3785 

110.1391 

105.993 
4.1461 

1.685.552 

255,I28 lpr 
255. 128 lr 

Civil 
26.9601 

24.577 
3761 

2.007 1 

NH 

9.036P 
9.036 

HH 
NH 

18.674P 
18.674 

NH 

21.009P 
8.040 

X 
12.969 

117 ;'028 1 

Nit 

14.!I(l31 

4.156 
10.7471 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

End 

39.826 1 

30.555 
NH 

2.6191 

6.6521 

6. 553P 
6.553 

NH 

18.018P 
18.018 

NH 

pend Ing 
Traffic Juvenile 
139.0421 

78.914 NH 

NH 

17.3391 NH 
42.7891r NH 

NH 
NH NH 

NH 

HH 
NH 

8.186 NH 
8.186 NH 

tfi NH 
NH NH 

NH 
NH 

X 
NH 

Total 
205.828 1 

134.046 
3761 

21.9651 

49.441 1r 

15.589P 

15.589 

«,87aP 
44.878 

45.8001p 
8.0401 

NH X X 
NH 
NH 
NH 

20.816 
16.9441 Xl )( 

NH NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

Nil 

3.413 
3.413 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

46.6001r 

1.9.77 
1.~77 

'NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 

1.529 1 348.021 Ip 

1.5291 348.021Ir 

NH 

NH 

NH 

NH 
241 
241 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NH ,-

20.534 1 

9.787 
10.7471 

Population 
In thousands 

2.510 

11,865 

3.115 

957 

3.041 

4.462 

13.498 

1.364 

498 

5.284 

3.886 

1.920 

4.631 
4:S1 

Number' 
of judges 

285 
51 

9 
44 

181 
589 
22 

555 
6 

6 mbSlsirates 
158 
98 
36 
24 
61P 
13 
9 

(not .v.ll.b 10) 
39 

4691' 
8 county. 11 civil and 

criminal judges 
46 

322 magistrates 
(not available) 
82 

427 

15; 23 general sass Ions, 1 
I.w .nd equl ty. 2 county 
JUdges and 8 county 
exe'cutlves also serve 

2; 1 county and 5 general 
sess Ions Judges .150 
serve 

81 judges .nd 20 county 
chairmen serve 

77 ful I-t Ime and 38 p.r1>
time judges serve 

2 Justices of the peace 
192 

2.286 

355 
1,000 

931 
214 

25 
8 

181 Justices of the pe.ce 
liP 
II 

(not ava rI ab Ie) 
155.4 FTE Judges. and 241 

full tlr .... nd 168 par1>
time magistrates 

(n'1;1' .vallable) 
(not ovallab Ie) 
(not .vall.ble) 
202 
148 m.glstr.tas 

54 
219 

34P 
34 Justices of the peace 

(not .vall.ble) 

Delaware--Court of ,Conrron P loas--ol v.ll f flings do not Inc lude .I~ IO'Onth. of n.me ch.ngo d.ta for one court location. 
family COurt-;'1be onty data avall.ble for beginning pendlrg and dispositions were marrlogo dissolution cases. Fllirg an4 end peOdlrg, d.ta are 

camplota. 

Aldarm.n's COur1>--No data were avall.ble for one court loc.tlon; .notherreported all d.t~ except for 6 IO'Onths of cl,vll figures. 
GeorglD-f'robate cour1>--i'b d.ta l(OI'e .v.ll.ble for civil cases haard by this court. 

Juvenllo cour1>--Dne circuit reported filings only. 
Kontucky-No pending data wero .v.llablo for crlmln.l. traffic. or Juvenile c.sos. \\ 

Loulslan .... -olty Court ond Parish cour1>--No dota were .~pllable for tw court locations. O.t. for tho entire year for sh, court locations wore 
estimated. based or, v.rylng amou~ts of d~ta. 

Maln .... -DI.1rlct Cour1>--lncompleta f1l1rg d.t. wore reported for ,\upport/cus1ody and mental health cases. Courts In two countlos did not report any 
civil filing d.t •• Disposition data woro .v.llable for tho fast h.lf of the yoer only. 

Maryland--lJls'lrlct Court--orlmln'l disposed data were 'available tor edUlt ottenses against Juveniles only. 
Massachusotts-Dls1rlct Cour1>--Trafflc .nd tQtcl filings do not Include parking, DWI/1.lUI or oper.tlng so as to endenger cases. Total disposition figures 

do not Includecrlmln"1 or tr .• ttlc cases. 
Bosion Municipal CoUr1>--No data """ .. given for tr.fflc casosho.rd In this court. Disposition dlita ... re given tOr sm.11 clal ..... nd diimestlc rel.tlo,',s 

c.ses' only. other th.n tr.ff Ic cas .. s. fill rgs were cQllpleto. 
Juveollo Court-.-i'b d.ta were avall.ble for odult misdemeanor cases In tho court loc.ted In Worcester-. 

Mlch Ig'rroOI s'!r Ict Cour1>--No pond 109' d.t. woro reported for nine court locations. They r"1'orted only tot. I fill rg and dl spos I tlon figures. As a 
result. tho sums of the figures giVen for civil, criminal; and tr.fflc flllngs"'nd for dispositions do not equ.1 the tot. I fll'ed .nd disposed. 

PrObat'!,Cour1>--No dot'O wore .v.ll.ble for ",t.t .. casos; pondlrg and dlsposod data given do not Include .ny Juvenile ca.es. In"""plete d.t. wore, 
'-.. oor\ted for /5 Ix court locations. " 

(oontl nued on ne~t. p.ge) 
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TABLE 16: Reported limited jurisdiction caseload, 1978. (continued) 

Mlnnesot..--COuniy Court--Grlmlnal pending and filing data do not Include other family criminal casos. 
Mlsslsslppl--Couniy Court-No Juvenile data were available. 
Mlssourl--St~ louis Court of Crlmln~1 Correctlnn--Grlmlnal fll Ings and dispositions Include preliminary hearing cases only. Total flgll"es are canplete. 

Magistrate Court--Crlmlnal fl lings and dispositions Include preliminary hearing "ases only. Total figures are ccxnplete. 
New Jersey--Couniy District Cour1--No pending data are given for crlonlnal and traffic cases. 
New York--Crlmlnal Court of the Cliy of New Ycrk-Pe"dlng and disposed data do not Include criminal non-traffic summons caSes or traffic cases. 

Family Court--Inccxnplete data were reported for the court located In Kings Couniy. 
District Court and Cliy Court-No fll Ing data were reported for ciVil law. criminal or traffic cases. 
Surrogate1s Court--No filina date wera avalillble for domestic relations, estate Ddmlnls1ratfon proceudlngs, or'guardlbnshlp/cons8Na'forshlp/ 

trusteesh Ip or other estllte cases. 
North Carollna--Pendlng dan do not Include Juvenile cases. 
North Dakota--Couniy Probate Court--!' II I ng data do not I n,c lude mental health cases. 

Ccuniy Court with InGreosed Jurlsdlctlon--No fll Ing data ~re given for mental health or traffic cases. 
County Justice Court--No filing; data were given for traffic caSes. No data were aval,leble for small cl,alms cases In one court loclIt1l)n. 

Oregon--Goun1y Court--P.end I ng and dl sposed data do not Inc lude adoption, mental health, or J.uven Iia cases. 
Justice Court--Data were available for only 30 of the 44 court locations. 
Jr.linicipal Court--Dala were available for only 108 of ffle 170 court loea.ttons. Data for another 14 courts' wore not canplete for the entlre'Yl'tar. 

South Carolln!,,"-couniy Court and Civil and Criminal Court--No criminal data were reported for this court. Crl .. lnal cases hand led ,by this court ~re 
reported as a part- of 1h.e \IIOrkload of the Circuit Court. 

Magistrate Court--Pendlng data do not Include criminal preliminary hearing cases. 
Texas-All Courts-Data reported In this table Is based on a less than complete "umber of monthly reports for all COII"ts. The response rates for the 

various courts were: Coun1y Court at Law,. Constitutional Coun1y Court, and~Protmte Court--nlne1y-se\'on percent; MJnlcl~1 Court-""'I1!no1y percellt; 
Justice of the Peace Court--s'l'Jenty-seven percent. ' 

Utah--Justlce ci,urt--The only data that were available. for this court were provided by 161 of thn 181, Justices of the p<iace In 769 Individual monthly 
reports. 

Juvenile Court--Dlspos I tiM data Include onl9 criminal-type offense cases. 
Vermont-Probate Court-Pending and disposed data for probate/wills/Intestate and guardlansh Ip/conservatorsh Ip/trusteesh Ip cas"" do not InclUde casos 

commenced before JZlIOuary 1, 1970. . .. , 
Washlngton--Munlclpal and Pollee Court--No data are Included for ,cases normally dlsp:>sed by the Municipal' Court but Instead are disposed by DIstrict .-

Courts that contract with municipalities for this purpose. Th9Se cases are Included wl1n the District Court caselood. ' 
West- Vlrglnla--Maglstrlllte C.ourt--lncanpJete data war-e received for courts located In three counties: two r~'rted no data for 2 nDnths; one r6pOrted 

criminal datl! only. 
Wisconsln--No data ware available for fl'l1y-slx court locations. 

jExplenatlon of data Included In the category: 

Maryland--Dlstrlct Court--Juvenlle per,dlng data also Include crlmlnal'adult offenses against Juveniles. The District COIlrt hears Juvenll" cases In 
Montgomery Couniy. only. Elsewhere In the state the( are heard In the general jurlsdlctlon"court. 

Massochusetts-Dlstrlct Court--Grlmlnal flied cases Include IlWI/DUI and operating so os io endang~r cases. 
Rhode Island-Dlstrlct Court--Host traffic cas;" ..... handled by the Ad"lnlstratlve Adjudication Dlvl'~lon of the co,urt and as such ari, ~ot COL'flted .s 

court cases. The ranalnder are InclUded wl1h the criminal data. 
,Wash Ington-Dlstr Ict Court and Justice of the Peace--Data reported Include MUnicipal Court cesos that were procO$.ed 'by the District Courts "'Ich 
, contract wlffl municipalities for this pII"pose. 

POata were not available for all courts In the st~te. 
rTrafflc data reported do not Include parking cases. 
sTrafflc data reported do Include porklng cases. 

IA civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
2A civil cose Is counted when It Is placed on the calendar (i,as reached Issue). 
3,., civil case Is counted at the note of Issue. 
4A case for 1tIJs court Is a new claim .or an ancillary proceedlD3 10 an 8l(lsthg cllse. 
SA civil case '..Is not counted In the sewae w~ 'throughout the state. 
6The criminal cas~ unit of CQiJnt Is 1he number of Informattons or Indictments. " 
7The criminal case un~,t of count Is the number of Inforllloeitions, Indictments, or complaints. 
BThe criminal case unit of count Is the number of defondants on the InformatIon ~r 1~lc:tmDnt. 
9-rhe criminal case unIt of count Is the number of defendants on the Info~tlon, Indictment-, or complaint. 

IOrhe criminal case un It of count Is the number of charges. 

lithe crimInal case ,unit of count Is tbe number ~slgnocl 10 the JnforJMtlon, Indlctmont, or complaint lit N"rll!.lgnment. 
12The criminal case untt of count Is not consistent statewide. 
13n,e crlmln~1 caso unIt of count Is 111e number of warrants: Issued. 
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TABLE 17: Total caseload for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. " . . 
State population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change In pending 

state 

Alabama .................................. . 
Alaska .................................. . 
ArIzona ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
A,rkensas ••••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Callforola •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Colorado •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

COnnecttcut ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Delaware •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District of Columbia .................. }. 
Florida ................................ . 
GeorgIa ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• 
Guam •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hewelt ••••••• , .•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Id.ho .................... ~ •••••••••••••• 
Illinois ............................... . 
Indlena ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
lowe .................................... . 
Kansas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kentucky············/i· ... ·······~··········· 
Loulstane ••••••••••• -•••• · ••••••••• e •••••• 

MaIne ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Merylend ••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 
MlI!isachusatts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Michigan •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Minnesota .............................. .. 
IHsslsslppl ............................ . 
M1ssourl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~n1"l!!r1a ....................... ::. ••••••••••• 
Nebraska •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Naveda • .,) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hcmpsh 1 re ........................... . 
New Jersey •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
NeW Me)(lco •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New V,ork •••••••••••••••••••• c ........... . 

North CarolIna ........................... . 
North Dakot ............................. , 

Ohio ................................... . 
Oklahoma ............................... . 
Oregt".n ••••••••••••• f ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pennsyl\i·anta •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Puerto Rico ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Isl.nd ................. ; ......... . 

~outh Caro II na .......................... . 
South Dakota •••••• ., •••••••••••••••..•••••• 
Tonnessee ••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Toxes •••••••• 1' •••••••••••• ;: •••••••••••• 

Utah ••• ~ ••••••••••••••• \~ •••••••••••••••• 
Varmont ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~;;.~ •••••• 

Vlr9Inla •• ~ ••••••• '.;'~ ~.~ ... """"""" 
~ash 1 ngtoF\J ••••••••.•••••••••• f" ••••••• "' •• 
West VirginIa ........................... . 
WI scons Ira •••••••••• (~ I •••• I •••••••••••••• 
Wyanlng ••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• ~ ••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

1,1',4991 

82.6971 

65,7691 

92,t:l6 

'8,109 
12,515 
33, 3li7 Ir 

t:l',184 1 

10,937 

'O,20Y" 
39,975r 

533,239 1 

254.92,r 
129,8261r 

39.5401 

IO,593 1r 

10',7221 

125,898 
60,984 IP 

10,9401 

87,42' 

10,829 

25,123 
93.40' 
26,406 
75,2971 

98.817 
4.954 Ir " 

178,1661 

267,927 1r 

46,5521 

96,611 
61,294 

26,201 

96,811 r 

388,0041 

23.413 
1.156 

l05.106 

5',499 
192,9'61r 

4.4121 

General JurisdictIon courts 

Filed 

'.' 111.090 
t:l.856 
94.7991 

81,559 
,\)26,659 
124,984 

3J ,960 
9.9(15 

246.3~lr 
4'4.9201 

165.527 
24.,622 

'2,650" 
298.664r 

7.6,~,949s 

345,971 r 

517. 70fT 
410,3981r 

64.977 
,-io,541 

15,68,r 
t:l3.194 

199,438 lp 

27.139 1 

65.47,1 
117.161 
29,278 
27 .443 
11.'731 

26,615 
101,421 
49.'28 
96,177 

124,499 

17,2~t 

496,872 
457,561 r 

91,320 
296,0" 
119.890 

9,976\\ 

58.608 
7.221 1 

117,416'" 
394,6791 

31,98J) 
6,974 

125.058 
135.6'0 
54,054 

341,540" 
13,944 

Disposed 

109,085 
12.508 
89,5061 

69,764 1 

599,080 
115.154 

28,284 
9,532 

246,650" 
397,'851 

156,495 1 

27,767 

End 
pe,dlng 

t:l.4421 

88.6881 

71,7'91 

101,966 

41.785 
12.948 
'2,891" 

29,'70" 3',48,r 
291,578r 47,061 r 

~.209,264s 564.001 1 

321,489r/l 277 ,405r 

48I,6J51.r ,156,762 lr 

360,4t:l 1,. 43,20a l 

60,848 

14,214r 

117,779 

197,621 1p 

28,081 1 

113,741 
2',472 
27,014 

25.538 
96,230 
,46,345 
91.294 

119.820 
17.75B'" 

484,31' (i 
479.178r 

61.090 1 

287.207 
126.601 

56,815 
139.3351 

109,959r 

377.'29 1 

27,575 
6.809 

115.244 
97,884 1 

47.267 
'01.096r 

10,5331 

i 1,608" 
118.5881 

123,324 
61,8971p 

9.9991 

90.807 

11,258 

26,200 
98,594 
29.389 
14,8441 

10'.496 
5,64?lr 

188,1501 

246,141" 
50,549 1 

101,'15 
54,564 

25,994 

104.'28r (, 
405,'541 

27,724 
7,323 

114,920 

60.286 
232,8691r 

4.616
' 

As percent 
of filed" 

Change In 
pendl na 

End 
Disposed pending Number Percent 

98 
90 

82 

(2,005) 
(1,348) 
5.991 1 71 

5,9701 91 

(127 .579) 
92 82 9,830 ! I 

88 131 .' !,676 10 
96 130 433 , 

100 
91 1 

(-489) 
(31,5351 ) 

9.2931 11 

113 '2 -',145 -29 

90 
98 
68 
93 

94 

91 
U 88 

991P 

97 
80 
98 

96 
95 
94 

101 
96 
10~ 

97 
105 

97 
106 

100 

94 
961 

86 
98 

92 

87 
88 

103 },280 
16 1,086 

(2.424,685) 
80 22.482 

26,9361 

3,6681 

(4.129) 

(1,469) 
(15,415) 
,-2,514 

31 1p 91~lp 

78 ',384 
(5.806) 

41 429 

98 1.071 
91 5,191 
6Q 2.983 

(-1.111) 
83 4,679 

(-499) 

(12,499) 
(-21.617) 

3.9971 

34 4.698 
46 -6,130 

44 -207 

89, 7,457 
1031 11,3501 

87 4,251 
105 165 

92 

112 

9,814 

6.787 
(40.444) 

2641 

II 
18 

9 
211 

91 

-2 
lip 

6 
II 

91 

5 
-II 

9 

13 

Beginning 
pending 

87.63JHr 
14.7671p 

257,2001 

69,227 1p 

75.31,lpr 
15.7071p 

126,931 Ip 

65,91 IS 

154,289pr 

2,6421P 
12,567P 

247,46,1 s 

194.494pr 

68,761 1p 

87,833l p 
209.5021 

173,681pr 
liP 

163.3461 

15.949P 
50,624P 

57.729 Ip 

349,218 1p 

Limited 

Filed 

425.361 1pr 
118,151 

84'.'091 

527.451 1 

16,563,365" 
260.5261p 

604,358r 

171,0261p 

2,582.851f' 
569.477l p 

717,283s 

465.243pr 

580,112 
598.901 1pr 
215,9141pr 

1,I84,816P 
1,I07,070lpS 
2.126,179Is 

652.718pr 
19,253l p 

496,4251' 

420,;)ofT 

16,288P 
4,586,15" 

127,185" 
1.3J9,602Ip 
'1,462,007 

29,,,,lp 

2,051.464Pr 

6P 
968,2971 

3,002,202P 
152,3451' 
72,615P 

665,9~llp 

2,838P 
7.514.0041 s 

769,755 ls 

106,879 

1,112.106 
1.521.864 

227,792 lpr 

Note: 1111 available data are entered In the table and all ilpproprlate calcu I/itlo~s are Included. Blank spaces Indicate t~at either the data .ro not 
avall~blo or the calculat:10ns .ere!lot appropriate. 

-~ • Not applIcable. 

10cta ~re ~ot ccxnplete: 
... lobam ..... Llnilted JurIsdIctIon courts~-Flled. dlspos"d, .. and end pending figures do not Includo Ju,.,nlle cases -:!,om the DIStrict Court. 
Alo.ka--Genaral jurl~dlctloh court--The only criminal pendIng data that were avall.ble were for felony cases. No ju,.,nJle pending data Were available. 

LimIted Jurisdiction court-Pending dat~ do not Incilide other crlmlnol or any traffic cases other c1han mlsdema.nor traffic cases heard In the 
D/j'trlct Court." . 
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T.ble 16, ~'2!! 2 
Jurisdiction courts All trl.1 courts 

As percant' Chonge In As percent Chonge In", 
of filed ~endlng of filed ~ndln~ 

End End Beginning End (~," End 
DIs~osed eendlns Dls~osed eendlns' Number Percent eendlnS Filed Dls~sed ~ndln9 DIs~sed ~end'ns Number Percent 

400,452 1pr 127,4491pr 94 1p 30 lp (24,909 Ip) B7,631P 536,451 1p 509,537 1p 127,4491p 951P (26,914 1p) 
114,016 17,2541p 97 (4,135) 27,2661p 132,007 126,524 30,6961p 96 (5,483) 
808,282 1 292,2271 961 35 1 35,02i l 141 339,8971 938,1081 897,7881 380,9151 41,0181 121 

65,7691p 609,0101 69,7641p 71,739 1p 5,970lp 91P 
14,309,169s 86 (2,254,196) 17 ,290 ,024S 14,908,2495 86 (2,381,775) 

251,072 1p 78,681 1p 961P 30 lp 9,454Jp 141p 161,363 1p 385,5101p 366,226 1p 180,6471p 95 1P 471p 19,2B4 1p 121p 

463,5791pr 83,471 1pr ;18,15Blp II IP 113,4221p 636,31B 491,B63 1P 125"56Ip 1I,8341p 10lp 
160,49Bl 2,2,914P 28,222 1p 180,991 1p 170,0301 Y<~62P " 

33,3671r 246,361 r 246,BSCf' 32;891 1r 100 1-4B9) 
2,355,745r 91 (227,113) 3,017,7781 2,753,1301 91 1 1264,6481 ) 

542,425 1p 151,6781p 24,747 1p 19 1p 260,I15 1p 735,0041p 698,920Ip i94,1551p 34,040l p " Dip 

10,937 24,622 21,767 7,792 113 32 -3,145 -29 

689,699s 93,495s 96 13 27,584 42 ,,96,1I4s 749,933s 719,069s 126,9785 96 17 30,864 32 
39,97sr 298,664r 29I,57er 47,061 r 98 16 7,086 18 

1'99,426pr 
533,2391 7,633,949s 5,209,264s 564,001 1 68 (2,424,685) 

420,106pr gop 43P 45,137P 29P 409,212pr 811,214Pr 741,595pr 476,831 pr 91P 59P 67,619P I7P 
129,8261r 517,70~ 481,6151r 156,7621r 26,9361 211 
39,540lp 410,3981p 360,4131p 43,2081p 3,6681p 91P 

467,907 53,172 1 81 (11:1,205) 9,694 lp 645,089 528,755 53,172 1P B2 (116,334) 
464,632 lpr 969,442 1p 464,632 1p 

11,6081p~ 111,8081pr C' IO,593 1pr 231,6~i7lpr 126,0221pr 
2,295 1p 2,4561p -186 1p -71p 106,364 1p I,Jl9,OlOP 120,074 1p 121,044 1p 14,680lp 141p 

149,4371p 13,385P 818P ,,7P 138,4651' 1,107,0701,ps 149,4371p I 36,709P -I,756P -IP 

2,670,084 15 287,1581s 39,6951 161 308,447 1ps 2,925,617 lps ~,867, 705 1ps 349,055 1ps 40,60e lp 131P 

633,594pr 248,736pr 97P (l9,124P) 205,434 1p 679,857 1p 661,675 1p 258,735 1p 97 IP (l8,182 Ip) 
84,726 1p 

419,780P 85P <76,645) 87,423P 613,586P 533,527P 90,807P 87P 180,059P) 
29,278P 23,472P 80P (5,806P) 

276,910pr 74,058pr 6,023P 9P 78,864P 448,249 303,924P B5,316P 6,452P 8P 
1I,3731p 

221,136pr 25,123P 42,903P 246,674P 25,20oP 1,077P 4P 
3',845,958S 74,090 lp 84 <740,195) 152,154 1p 4,687,574s 3,942,188s 172,584 1p 84 1745,386) 

26,406P 176,513P 45,3451' 29,389P 2,983P liP 
1,332,480 lpr 88,491 1P. 658 1P <lip 163,130 lp 1,415,779 Ip 1,429,774 1p 163,3351p 205 1p <lip 

1,429,941 242,520 1 98 (32,066) 308,319 1 1,586,506 1,549,761 I' 346,016 1 98 136,745) 
157,691 1r 4,954 1p 46,612 1p 17~,449k' 5,649 1p 6951P 141p 

2,020,253pr 203,082pr 98P lOP 29,401P 17P 'J52,447 1p 2,5~8,336P 2,504,626P 391,832 1p 98P _£43,710P) 
10,855P liP 267,938 1p 457,567P 490,034P 246,I521p 

925,661 1 205,8281 42,4821 261 209,8981 1,059,6171 992,751 1 256,377 1 46,4791 221 

2,I78,857P 15,589P 73P (82',345P) 112,566P 3,298,2351' 2,466,064P 116,904P 751' (832,I7IP) 
158,091P 44,878P 104P 29P ~5,746P -liP 111,918P 272,2,~5P 284,698P 99,442P 105P 37P -12,476P -liP 

56,941P 82,651P 56,941P 

671,7521p 45,80ri1p 1021p <-Il,821 Ip) 83,930lp 724,539 1p 736,5671p 71,794 l p 1021p H2,028 lp) 
7,221 1 139,3351 

2,524P 89P 13l4P) 96,871P 120,25<11' 112,483P 104,328P 94P <7,771P) 
5,815,749 1s 348,021 1p 771 (1,758,2551) 137,2221p 7,968,68:5 ls 6,193,0781s 753,3751p 781 11,775,6051 ) 

432,378Ps 23,473P 801,741'1 5 :459,953Ps 27,724P 4,251P 18P 

110,1391 20,~341 -3,2601 -141 30,952 1 113,853 116,9481 27,857' -3,0951 -101 

1,685,552 95 (87,154) 105,106P 1,897,764 1,800,796 114,92oP 95 196,96B) 
1,663,494 97,B84 1p 

255,I28 1pr 1121p (-27,336 lp) 53,499P 2BI,8461p 302,3951p 60,286P 1071p (-20,549 Ip) 

215,699 1s 192 936 1pr 341,540pr 516,795pr 232,86g lpr 

'~:4t2lp 13,944P 10,5331p 4,6761p 2641 p 61P 

Arlzono--G.,nerol Jurisdiction court-- Adoption dot. were not .voll.ble for one court loc;'tlon." Mont.1 heolth pendln9 .nd 11 ling <lilt. were not .v.llob Ie. 
Juvenile doto were ,pot ov.lI.ble for hlo court locotlons. 

LimIted JurIsdiction court-oNe dot. were reported for Justice of tho Pa.ce Courts locetad In six countIes or five locetlons of the Munlclp.1 Court. 
Two other loc.tlons of the Justl~e of the Peoce~ Court reported Incmp lete dot •• 

Ark.nsos--Gener.I JurIsdiction court-oNe pendIng or disposItIon dot. were .v.ll.ble for .dept lon, 9uar~~ onsh lp/conservotorsh Ip/trusteesh I p, other 
est.to, or mentol heolth c.ses In tho Chancery ond Probote Court. 

LImited J~rl.dlctlon courts_oNe d.t. were reported for the Court of Com,,,:,. Pleas Icc.ted In one county, No doto were reported for saYen locotlons of 
tho Munlelpol Court; only sIX nonths of dot. were reported for 'h/elve others. Ne <lilt. were reported for fo,'fy-seiien"Iocotlons of the Cliy COlrt, 
Police Court, .nd Justlca of the Pe.ce Court; Incomplete dot. were reported for six others. (conti nued on next page) 

c., 
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TABLE 17: Total caseload for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. (continued) 

Colorado-Limited Jurisdiction court--No data were available for 
felony advisement preliminary hearing ~~es In which no canplelnt 
was lodged for the County Court of Denver County. 

Connectlcut--Llmlted JUrisdiction court--No pending or disposition 
datll were ave I Jab Ie for srn13I' c I elms ceses heard I n the Court of 
Cc:mrron Pleas. 

Delaware--Llmlted Jurisdiction courts--Only six months of data for 
"name change 'I aJse filings In the Court of Cannen Pleas were 
available. The only beginning pending end disposition data 
avaIlable for i:hJ FlImlJy Court were marrlege dissolutIon ClIseS. 

fl lings and end pending figures are complete. 
District of COlumbl ..... -General Jurisdiction court--Pendlng data do not 

Include estate cases. 
FJorlda--General JurIsdiction court--No ~ta were available for 

J uven' Ie status offense cases_ 
Georgl ..... -Gener.1 Jurisdiction court--Pendlng .nd disposed data do not 

Include cases filed before July I, 1970. 
LImited Jurfsdlctlon couits--No dc!I+a were 8valJ,able for elv'l cases 

heard by the Probate Court. One circuit of the. Juvenile Court 
reported fl lings only. -

llilnols--General Jurisdiction court--No pending data were .v.ll.ble 
for elv' J estate cases, crImInal misdemeanors fran non-suburben 
Cook County" or ~my traffic I2ses. 

10wa-Gener.1 JurisdictIon court--No pending d.t. were .v.ll.ble for 
domestlc,.relatlons. estate, or Juvenile ClJIses. No dJ!;posltJon 
dota were aVa It ab Ie for guard I emsh tp/conservatorsh Ip/trusteesh Jp 
coses. 

Konsas-Generol j,urlsdlctlon court--Pendlng figures do not Include 
small claims, adoption, estate, oontal health" irafflc or Juvenile 
data. FIlings do not Include other estate cases. Dispositions do 
not Include SlMJ I cJorms, ~doptlon" or' other Juvenile cases. 

,Loulslana--Llmlted Jurisdiction courts--No d.ta were .vall.ble for two 
locations of the City Court and Parish Court. Data fo,~ the entire 
year for s Ix locatIons of these courts were estimated, based on 
varying arrounts of dota. 

M. I ne--Genera I JurisdictIon court--Pendlng figures do not Include 
civil custody/support URESA c.ses. 

Limited JurIsdiction courts--Incomplete filing d.t. were repor-ted 
for support/custody .nd mental he.lth cases In the District 
Court, These courts did not report any civil c.se filing d.ta 
In two counties. Dlsposl+lon dot. were avoll.ble for only 
one-half of the year. 

M.ryland--Gener.1 JurisdIction court--Pendlng data do not Include 
criminal sentence revlew,.only cases. 

Limited jurlsdl~lon court--No pending or disposed d.ta were 
lIvallable for civil, traffic or any crlmlnel case:; except for the 
fol lowing. Fending and disposed dat. for the District Court 
Include crlmlnol adult offenses .g.lnst Juveniles .nd JUVenile 
dat., c.setypes Included In the jurlsdl~tlon of the District Court 
In Montgorrery County. 'Elsewhere thesa ceses are heard In the 
gener.1 Jurisdiction court. 

Massochusetts--LlmIYed Jurisdiction coorts--The only c.se type In the 
DIstrIct Court for which pending 'or disposition data .re given w.s 
other civil; filings are complete. No d.ta were given for tr.fflc 
c.ses heard In the Boston Municipal Court. Disposition data for 
this court were given for smlJll cllJlms and domestic relations 
cases only; other than tr.fflc cases, filings were "omplete. No 
deta were avoilC!lbJe for adult ml'5deme;!lnor cases In the Juvenile 
Court located In Worcester. 

Mlchlg.n--Gener.1 Jurisdiction court--No d.t. were av.ll.ble for the 
Recorder's Court of Detroit or for one location of the Circuit 
Court. 

Limited Jurisdiction court--No civil nllng data wore av.ll.ble for 
the Prob.te Court. Disposition dot. from this court do not 

)"fIUde domestic rel.tlo", or JuvenIle non-offense cases. No date 
' .. a,'e reported for the Municipal Court located In Troy. No 

beginning pending data were .v.ll.ble for re.1 property rlg~ts " 
cases heard In, the Common P le.s Court of Detroit. 

Mlnnesot"..-Gener.1 judsdlctlon court--No Juvenile data .re Included. 
Limited Jurisdiction courts-- Crlmln.1 pending and tiling data for 

the CoUnty Court do not Include other 1.m11Y orlmln.1 cases. 
Mlsslsslppl--General JurIsdIction courts--No Juvenile data were 

• vallable for the Chancery Court. 
LI~,Jted jurIsdiction courts--No JuvenIle data were avalloble for the 

rounty Court. 
Nev.eo-General Jurisdiction co'Jrt-~D.to were avoll.ble fer only one 

cOurt loc.tlon--the Second District (W.shoe County). 
Approxlinately twenty-five percent of the 1'otal s;-.te popul.tlon 
lives there. 

New Jersey--Llmlted JurisdictIon courts--No pending data are glvon 
for crimInal .nd troff Ic ""sas heard In the County' Dlstrla ' 
Court. 

New York--Generol jUrlsdlctlon,_courts--No pend'ing dot. were .v.ll.ble 

for crlmln.1 "Indlctmen'ts--outslde New York City" In the 
Sup'erne Court and County Court. 

Limited Jurisdiction courts--Pendlng .nd f lied data do not Include 
criminal non-traffic synrrons cases 01'" traffIc coses for the 
Crlmlnol Court of the City of New York. Incc:mplete dat. were 
reported for the family Court In Kings County. No filing data 
were evallabJe for domestic relattons, estote odmlnlstratlon 
proceed I ngs, or guardt .nsh Ip/conserv.torsh Ip/tru steesh Ip or other 
est.te c.ses he.rd I n the Surrogate's Court. No f I II ng dat. 
were reported for cIvIl law, crimInal, or tnsfffc cases In the 
District Court and City COurt. 

North Carol! nlr'-Llmlted Juri sdlct Ion court--Pendl ~g data do not 
Include Juvenile c.ses. 

North D.kot ..... -General Jurisdiction court--Pendlng dat. do not Include 
juven lie or juven lie tr.fflc c.ses h.nd led I n the District Court. 

Limited Jurisdiction courts--No filing data were given for mental 
he.lth or traffic cases heard In the County Court with Increased 
Jurisdiction. filing data for tijo COJnty Probate COJrt do not 
Include ment.1 he.lth c.ses. No fl ling data were given for 
tr.fflc cases heard In the COJnty Justice Court or for small 
claims coses In one cOJrt locotlon. 

Ohlo--Gener.1 Jurisdiction court--Pendlng dota do not Ir.clude civil 
wrongful death, bdcptlon, bIrth records, estate mInor's 
sett I arrent, rrent a 1 heath, or narre dlliOgEt ceses. 

Okl.homa--General jurisdiction cOJrt--No pending dot. were a'I.II.ble 
for criminal postconvlctlon remedy Cl!ses heard In tHe DIstrict 
Court. 

Oregon--Gener'l Jurisdiction court--No pending or dlspasltlon data 
Wero avaIlable for adoption, mantaJ health, or Juvenile cases 
he.rd In the Circuit Court. 

Limited Jurisdiction cOJrt--Pendlng .nd disposed data for the COJnty 
Court do not Incluci> adoptlo~, mental health, or ju,",nlle cases. 
D.t. were .v.lI.ble for only 26 of the 44 locations of the Justice 
Court .nd for only 94 of the 170 locations of the Municipal 
Court. 

South C.rolln ..... -Llmlted Jurisdiction courts-No criminal dat. were 
reported for the COJnty Court .nd C Iv II and Crimi nal . Court. 
Crlmlnol c.ses handled by this court .re reported '5 • p.rt of the 
workload "f the Clroult Court, found In the gener.1 Jurisdiction 
court section of thIs table. 

South Dakot ..... -Gener.1 Jurisdiction court--The only civil filing data 
that were available were for estate Cftses. Also nat Included were 
other Juvenile filings. DispositIons do not Include Juvenile 
criminal-type offense or status offense coses. No &3ta lire 
.vollable for cases he.rd by tile lawyer magistrates or lay 
maglstr.te/clerks who serve'thls court. 

Tex.s--All courts--D.t. reported In this table Is based on. less th'''n 
comp lete number of monthly reports received for all courts. The" 
r~)X)nse rates for the various coorts were: General jurlsdlctlo \.' 
courts-District Court .nd Crlmln.1 District Court--nlnety .... Ig,f,.( 
percent; Limited Jurisdiction courts--County Court .t Law, 
Constltutlon.1 County Court, and Probate Court--nlnety-se,",n 
percent; Munlclp.f,)ourl--nlnety percent; 'Justice of tile Peac9 
Court--seventy-seven percent. 

Utah--Llmlted JUrisdiction cOJrts--The only data th.t were ov.lI.ble 
for the Just Ice Court were those th.t were submlted by 161 c,>f the 
181 Justices of the peace. 

Vermont--Llmlted Jurisdiction courts--Pendlng .nd dlsp.osed dot. for 
pr."bate/wilis/intestote nod guordl ansh Ip/conserv.torsh Ip/trustee
sh Ip c.ses I n the Probate Court do not I nc I ude c.s ... com..,nced 
before J.nu.ry I, 1970. 

W.shlngton--Gener.1 JurisdictIon court--No dlspasltlon data were 
.v.lI.ble for ment.I he.lth or Juvenile cases, 

Llmtted Jurisdiction court--No data wera,.vell.ble for the Munlclp.1 
Court located In eleven tpwns. 

West Vlrglnllr'"'Llmlted JurisdIction, court--No dota were received for 
the M.glstrate Court located In three couotles; locanplete d.h 
were receiVed for courts located In tl11rte6n others. 

WI.conslnr-Gener.1 ,Iurlsdlctlon courts--Per,dlll9 data for the Clroult 
Court .nd County Court do not Include Ju,",nlle trafflc'c.ses. 

Limited Jurisdiction coort--No"dat. were .v.lI.ble for fifteen court 
IOCZl1-rons. \) Ii 

Wyomlng--General Jurisdiction court--Pendlng and disposed dota~o not 
Include a~y civil estate or Juvenile cases, or 'rr( othor cases 
f lied before 1970. 

kAddl t 10001 I nformot lo~: 'J 

AJ.b.m ..... -The only dot. from limited Jurisdiction courts that were 
.v.llable Ware for the District COJrt. It beg.n oper.tlon.t tho 
start of the court year. 

POot. wero not .v.lla]le for .1 I courts' In tho state. Seo Tabl.s 15 and 
16 for ""ro det.11 on the sources of dot. reported In this table. 

CTrafff" date do not InclUde any park I 119 c.ses. 
., sTr1l1flc delta do 'ncc~udB perkIng ca~es. If 

.,? 

.~ 
I 

I 
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TABLE 18: Civil caseload for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. 
State,P0pulation. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in 
pending 

State 

AI!lbama •••••••••••• IO ••••••••••••••••••• 

AI.sk.;' .............................. .. 
Art zono •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
C.llfornla ........................ ,'; ... 
COlor.do .............................. . 

Connect I cut •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oeloware ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District of Columbia .................. . 
florida .............................. .. 
Georgi ................................ . 
GUllim ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hliwal f ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Idaho ................................. . 
Illinois .............................. . 
Indlllnll •••••••••••••• ~ .••••••••••••••••• 
Iowa ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kl'lnsC!ls ................................. . 

Kentucky ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Loul sl ane •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Meine •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Marylllnd ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Messltchusetts •••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 
Mlchlg.n .............................. . 

Mlnnesotll •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mississippi ........................... . 
Missouri ............................... . 
Montana •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nebraska ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nevllde •••••••••••. ,. •••••••••••••••••••• 

New Hompshlre •••••••••• I00 ••••••••••••••• 

New Jersey ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New MexlcQ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New york .............. , .............. .. 
North Corol t no ••••••••••• • f~\ •••••••••••• 
~orth D.kot ........................... . 

Ohio ................................. .. 
Oklahoma •• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon ................................. . 
Pennsylvania •••••••••••••••••••• , •••••• 
Puerto Rlco ••••••••••••••• ~!' •••••••••••• 
Rhode Island .......................... . 

South Caroll"no ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
South Dakot .......................... .. 
Tennessee ••••••••••••••• .': ••••••••••••• 
Te)(os.Il •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah .................................. . 
Vermont •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Vlrgtnla •••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Washington ............................ . 
West Virginia ......................... . 
WisconsIn •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wyoming .......... , .................. : .. 

Beglnnl ng 
pendl ng 

12,089 
76,691 1 

56,811 1 

3,090P 

34,258 
10,921 
20,743 I 

104,436 1 

6,913 

24,127 
25,018 

436,3121 

211,183 
53,1541 

31,621 1 

8,2931 

85,459 
85,088 
52,7861 

8,700 

68,454 

8,473 

19,640 
62,819 
21,547 
65,472 
80,369 

4,6401 

152,4101 

168,462 
42,154 1 

64,066 
41,63~ 

·'16,969 

77,171 
314,326 1 

22,21~ 

7,125 

90,236 

39,291 
\'34,543 

3,8081 

Gener.1 Jurisdiction courts 

filed 

70,465 
11,370 
79,5871 

67,275 
563,355 
93,177 

28,089 
6,672 

158,286 
262,355 
110,697 

4,490 

22,716 
48,172 

689,701 
200,991 
143,817 
92,0761 

54,845 
141,000 

8,023 
74,720 

115,5341 

16,461 
57,391 1 

79,578 
25,055 
21,272 
9,036 1 

19,479 
74,337 
40,568 
64,671 
71,221 

9,975 

254,758 
181,020 
60,700 

186,106 
94,351 
6,795 

28,300 
4,4861 

85,909 
296,127 1 

28,542 
6,892 

71,975 
103,946 
37,042 

188,406 
11,583 

Disposed 

70,740 
10,300 
74,6581 

56,5041 

448,364 
1,963P 

24,487 
6,062 

157,340 
243,321 

End 
pending 

13,159 
82,318 1 

61,7571 

3,995P 

37,860 
11,531 
21,7021 

103,4091 110,6191 

8,953 2,450 

19,787 
43,678 

670,629 
183,074 
130,3301 

72,8131 

51,408 

6,856 
62,687 

113,271 I 

17 ,594 

17;,363 
20,025 
21,403 

18,960 
70,579 
36,955 
63,907 
69,023 

9,2681 

247,512 
214,317 
52,117 1 

183,785 
97,439 

27,947 
21,4781 

81,I98 
275,417 1 

24,270 
6,733 

64,715 
84,0671 

34,838 
166,128 

9,1781 

27,056 
29,512 

454,6991 

229,100 
59,4361 

35,1291 

9,0061 

97,492 
87,856 
55,0491 

7,566 

70,639 

8,342 

20,159 
66,517 
25,160 
66,236 
82,567 
5,2651 

157,141 1 

1.35,180 
45,0271 

66,419 
38,547 

17,322 

81,882 
335,0361 

26,299 
7,284 

97,498 

41,495 
157,170 

4,0231 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed Pending 

100 
91 116 

1031 

80 

87 135 
91 173 
99 
93 

199 55 

87 119 
gl 61 
97 
91 114 

94 

85 
84 130 

107 46 

97 89 
80 

101 39 

97 103 
95 90 
91 62 
99 102 
97 116 

97 
118 75 

99 36 
103 41 

99 61 

95 95 
931 1131 

85 92 
96 106 

90 135 

94 112 
'88 83 

Change In 
pending 

Number Percent 

(-275) 
1,070 9 
5,627 1 71 

4,9461 91 

(tl4,991) 
905P 29P 

3,602 II 
610 6 

(946) 
(19,034 ) 

6,1831 61 

-4,463 -65 

2,929 12 
4,494 18 

(19,072) 
17,917 8 
6,282 1 121 
3,5081 111 

<3,437) 

(1,167) 
12,033 14 
2,768 3 
2,2631 41 

-1,134 -13 

2,185 
(5,030) 

-131 -2 

519 3 
3,758 
3,613 17 

764 1 
2,198 3 

625 1 131 

(7,246) 
-33,302 -20 

2,8731 71 

2,353 
-3,088 -7 

353 

4,711 6 
20,7101 71 

4,087 18 
159 2 

7,260 

2,204 6 
22,627 17 

2151 61 

Begl nn I ng 
pendl ng 

31,78oP 
9,417P 

22,981 1 

12,981 

35,8221p 

13,2581p 

65,302P 

6,857 

45,9691' 

NH 

9,694 

12,567P 
43,4581 

33,115P 

55,270 

54,664 1p 

72,358 

93,036 
liP 

22,781 1 

11,015P 
18,912P 

34,695P 

112,6361p 

NH 

Limited 

filed 

116,05~ 

12,531 
39,0431 

22,129 1 

828,501 
64,345 

179,445 
32,8971p 

215,208 
147,693P 

10,940 

111,368P 

NH 

111,149 
61,5751p 

40,5131p 

398,1.6oP 
295,117P 
442,02)1 

16,618P 
107,303 

50,471 

16,2881' 
391,345 

14,27& 
506,13S lp 

264,120 
11,691 1 

360,4J1 
51' 

78,9081 

233,269 
46,I09P 
J4,33oP 

112,918P 

2,838P 
342,144 1 

34,9751 

15,475 

456,511 

72,479 I' 
36,635 1 

NH 

Note: All .v.ll.ble d.ta .re entered In the table .nd .11 approprl.te c.lcul.tlons .re Included. BI.nk sp.ces Indlc.te th.t either the data are not 
.Yallable or the calcul.tlons were not approprl.te," 

NH • This case type Is not h.ndled In this court. 
- • Not appll,coble • 

ID.t. ·~.re not complete: 

'Arlzon.--Gener.1 Jurisdiction courts--D.t. do not Include .doptlon cases 10r'/oJarlcop. County. No mental health pondlng or filing data were 
.vall.ble .• 

Limited Jurtsdl.ctlon courts--No civil data were report'l<! for Justices of the Peace located In seVen cOJntles, or for five locations of tho 
Municipal ,Court. " 
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Jurisdiction courts 
lis percent 
of 1IIed 

Ch.nge In 
pending 

All trl.1 courts 

Begl nn I ng End 

As percent 
(If fIled 

Ch.nge In 
pendIng 

End 
Disposed pending 

End 
Olspcsed pending Number Percent --,p:,;e::;n",d,,1 n"'g'-__ :..F:..":.:e"'d'--_--'O:.;I..:s"-po:::s:,;e:.:d'--_"-pe:::n::,;d:..:l.:.:nl!.g_ 

End 
Disposed pendIng Number Percent 

47P 72P 186,52JP 163,995P 54,5BJP 
23,901 2,0,,048 25,359P 

8aP 
64 

(22,528P) 
(3,853) 

93,255P 
9,748 

38,,0,08 1 

54,5BJP 
12,2CCP 
24,,016 1 

soP 
'78 
97 1 62 1 

22,8CJP 
(2,783) 
1,,0351 

31 ,78eP 
21,566P 

99,672 1 

56,811 1p 
118,63,01 112,6661 1,06,3341 gol 6,6621 71 

89,4041 56,5D41p 61,757 1p 4,9461p 91P 
1,391,856 1,,071 ,371 77 (32,0,485) 623,,0,07 

61,115 16,211 
75 
95 

(2,05,494) 
3,23,0 25 16,D71P 157,522 63,D78P 2D,206P 4,135P 26P 

2,01,51 I 
14C,C75P 

1,0,2,0,0, 

I ,0,0 , 39JP 

67,671 
39,I63 1p 

t7 ,879 1p 

116,424P 
426,,01,01 

65,64CP 

9,0,5,04 

3C,I6CP 

29,5B4P 
387,66,0 

6C3,902Ip 
254,954 

11,2891 

346,321 
1,0,856 
74,7OS1 

229,981 
45,347P 
22,795P 

169,673P 

2,524P 

226,624 1 

26,C63P 
17,234 1 

434,097 

38,524 1 

NH 

37,2C6 1p 

t7 ,872P 

72,92CP 

7,597 

56,964P 

NH 

53,172 

13,385P 
55,393 1 

7,321P 

34,363P 

58,955 

61,C26 1p 
81,494 

1,06,914 
liP 

26,96,01 
9,C36P 

18,674P 

21,C09P 

117,C28 Ip 

14,9031 

NH 

94 
95P 

93 

9CP 

84 

99 

97 

96 

99 
ICIP 

95 

49P 

69 

51P 

48 

l!i 

3,0 

40P 

( 13,697) 
7,61aP 

74,0 

IO,995P 

43,478 
(22,412 Ip ) 

818P 
11,9351 

(16,799) 

1,248P 

3,685 

<\\Ip 7C,C8Dlp 
24,1791p 
2,0,7431 

12P 169,7381p 

6,913 

II 3,0,984 
25,,018 

438,3121 

24P 257,I52P 
53,1541 

31,621 I 

44!J< 9,694P 

8,293 1p 

85,459P 

7P 97,655P 
271 96,2441 

8,7CoP 

68,454P 

41,58aP 

19,64oP 
118,,089 
21,547P 

121p 12C,136lp 
13 152,727 

4,64C!.P 

2,07 ,~34 
39,5691p 

158,286 
471,563 
258,39eP 

4,49,0 

33,656 
48,172 

689,7,01 
J12,379P 
143,817 
92,0761 

16~,994 

2D2,5751p 

48,536 1p 
472,9aoP 
29~, 117P 
557,5631 

16,461 P 
74,OD9 1p 

186,881 
25,C55P 
71,743 

9,D381p 

35,767P 
,~65,6'B2 
, 54,844P 
570,8D61p 
335,341 

21,6661 

69,927 1p 
25,8681 

157,34,0 
444,832 
243,4811p 

8,953' 

29,987 
43,678 

67,0,629 
283,467P 
13,0,33,01 
72,8131 

119,,079 
39,1631p 

24,735 1p 

62,68?? 
116,424P 
539,281 I 

83,234P 

167,867 
2C,D25P 

51,563P 

48,544P 
458,239 
36,955P 

667,8D91p 
324,007 

2,0,5571 

75,C661p 

29,4DJP 
21,7,021 

183,5391p 

2,45,0 

34,653 
29,512 

454,6991 

285,D64P 
59,4361 

35,1291 

53, t72P 

9,CC6 1p 
97,492P 

IDI,241 P 
IIC,44lP 

14,887P 

7C,639P 

42,7,05 

2C,159P 
125,532 
25,I6DP 

12i,2621p 
164,,061 

5,~651P 

99 
93 

199 

89 
91 
97 
91P 

72 

go 

80P 

98 

55 

1,03 
61 

92P 

27 

49 

---",--', --------------- ------
245,448 1 615,235 593,833 264,,0551 1),876 15 

4,1791 181 
(3,288) 

-2JBP -IP 

-I3,88aP -4oP 

t3t4P) 
(t1~,52DI) 

-1,759 " -III 

(22,414) 

168,493P fill,D2aP 225,173 135,191P 
64,9351 139,6,081 126,8251 71,9871 

75,081P 419,375 413,766 75,455P 
6D,547P 14C,46oP 1,43,7ij6l' 57,22\P 

41,I25P22,795P 

51,864P 

77,17I P 
426,S62 1p 

22,21lP 

23,7871" 

9C,238P 

39,291 P 

134,543 
3,8D81P 

141,218P 

4,4861 

80,747P 
638,271 1 

63,5t7 1 

22,36T 

528,436 
176,425 
73,6771 

168,4,06 
1I,583P 

197,62oP 
21,4781 

BJ,72lP 
5,02,,041 1 

5D,JJJP 
23,9671 

498,812 
84,D671p 

73,3621 

166,128 
9, t701p 

81,8B2P 
452,D64 1p 

26,299P 
22,1871 

97,49aP 

41,495P 
157,17,0 

4,D23 lp 

97 

9S 
IOlP 

94 

75 

41P 

83 

4,986,1P 

(946) 
(32,731) 
t3,8Cllp 
-4,463 

3,669 
4,494 

(19,,072) 
28,912P 

6,2821 

3,5,081 

713 IP 
12,C3JP 
3,58aP 

14,1981 

(19,,014) 
(5,D3oP) 
I, I 17P 

519P 
7,443 
3,61)P 
7,126I P 

11,334 
6251p 

(21,4,02) 
-3J,3DlP 

7,,0521 

374P 
-3,32aP 

-t3,5JJP 

(5,C25P) 
(136,23,01 ) 

4,C8?? 
-1,6,0,01 

(29,674) 

(3151 ) 
22,627 

2151p 

Ar~.ns'S-Gener.1 jurisdiction courts--Pendl ng and disposed d.ta d}l.not Inc I II de .doptlon,' guerdl ansh Ip/conserv.+orsh Ip/trusteesh I p, other 
est.te, or ment.1 hoalth c •• es fran the Ch.ncery .nd Probate cOurt. " ' 

Limited jurlsdlctll'l1 courts--No d.t. were repOrted for the Coun' ilf Canmcn Pleas loc.ted In One county, for sevon locotlons of tho 
Municipal Court, or for forty-seven locations of the City Court, Police Court, and Justice of the Peace Court. Incanplete data were 
ropOrted. by twelve MuniCipal Court location. 'and sIx locetlons of the City Court, Ponce Court, and JustIce of the reoc. Court. 

81P 
-65 

12 
18 

)p 

6 
I1P 
61P 

7 
I3IP 

-2CP 
III 
<IP 
-SP 

-26P 

17 
61P 

Connoctlcut--LlmI1ed JurisdIction courts--No pending or disposed data were available for 5"",11 clolms"coses In the Court of Ccmnon Pleas. 
Oela".re-~i.lmlted Jurisdiction courts--There were only sIx months of filIng dota available for nome change cases for one location of the Court of 

Canmcn r,llIas. T~o only ciVil beglnnlog pending and disposItion d.ta thot were av.nable for the Fmllly Court were marriage dlsliOlutlon .. ,c.ses; 
the '"lng and end pending ~Igures ,given for this court are complete. C:' '(continued on next pagel 
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lABLE 18: Civil case load for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. (continued) 

District of ColunDla--Pendlng dot. do not Include estate c.ses. 
Georglo-General Jurisdiction court--Pendlng and disposed dato ore Included for only those coses flied after July I, 1970. 
1111 nol s--No pend I ng dot. were avallab Ie for probateiwll Isll ntest.te cases. 
Iowa-No pendlng dota were avalillble for domestic relllt'ons or estllte cases. No disposition data were lIIvallable for gUDrdtanshlp/conservatorshlpl 

trusteeship cases. Filings are canplete. 
Kans8s--General JUr,lsdlctlon court--Pendlng data do not Include small claims, adoption, nental t\ealth, or estate cases. Fllfngs were not 8valloble 

for other es"tate cases. Olsposlt1.:ms do nat Include small claIms, adoption, or mental health. 
Louisiana-Limited Jurisdiction courts--No data were available for two locotlons of the City CO,urt and Parish Court. Estimates of the volume for 

the complete c.\~e-year period for the other two court IOC8tlons 'Were calculated using varying emounts of date. 
Maine-General -;rurJsdtctlon cour:t--Pendlng data do not Include support/custody c~ses. -

Limited Jurisdiction courts--Incomplete filing dot. were rE\lorted for support/cusiody .nd mental health cases. Two court locations did not rE\lor+ 
~ny civil filing data. Dispositions ... ere ~v~t:~ble for the I~ST half of the year only. 

M.ssaohusetts--Llmlted Jurisdiction courts--The only disposition data rE\lorted by the District Court were for other civil c.ses. FIlings are 
complete. ,~ 

Mlchlg.n--Gener.1 Jurisdiction courts--No dot. were av.llable fo~. six locations of the Circuit Court. 
Limited Jurisdiction courts--No d.t. were av.llable for nine loc.tlons of the District Coulrt. Incomplete dota were reported for six locations of 

the Prob.te Court. D.ta rE\lorted for the Probate Court did not Include estate ca""s. 
Mlsslsslppl-Gener.1 Jurisdiction courts--Dat. repc;ded for the Circuit Court and the Chancery Court do not Include fli'lngs for three nonths from 

one county. 
Nev.da--General Jurisdiction CDuds--Data were av.ll.ble from only one court locatlon--the S8<'.ond District (Washoe County). Approximately 

twenty-five percent of the total st.te population lives In th.t district. 
New York--Llmlted jurisdiction courts-Incomplete d.ta were reported for the Family Court In King's County. FIling data for domestic relations 

admTnf stratTon proceed logs, guardl aosh Ip/cooservatorsh Tp/irusteeshTp, ~nd other estate cases J n the Surrc:gates I Coort were not 'ava lIab Ie. 
No filing d.ta were reported for civil I .. cases In the District Court and City Court. 

North Ddkot.--Gener.1 Jurisdiction courts--Tennln.tlon of p.rental rights c.ses .re not Included In the disposed or pending data. 
Limited Jurisdiction courts--No filing d.ta were avall.ble for manta I health cases In either the County Court with Increased Jurisdiction or 

the County Probate Court. tb small claims data were available for one loco'tlon of the County Justice Coort. 
Ohlo--Gen~ral Jurlsdfctfon court-Pending dat~ do not lnclu(i, adcptlon,,-bJrth records, estete minor's setttenant, nental health, or name change 

cases. U \~\ \\ 
Oregon-General Jurisdiction court--Pendlng and disposed data do not IncludB adoption or mental health cases from the Circuit Court. 

Limited Jurisdiction courts--Pendlng and disposed data do not Include .doptlon or montal 'health cases from the County Court. Data were rE\loded, 
for only twenty-six of the forty-four loc.tlons of the Justice Court. 

South Dakota--There were no data available for coses he.rd by the lawyer magistrates and lay magistrate/clerks In the Circuit Court. The only 
fl ling data that were avar lable were for estate cases. 

Tennessee--General Jurisdiction courts--No pending or disposition d.t. were .vallable for Circuit Courts locoted In the ten counties that are 
servIng as pilot sites for the new canputerlzed statistical ,-"fonnatton system. 

Texas--AII court s--A I I dat. rE\lorted are based on .n Incomplete nunber of IIDnthly rE\lorth'9 fonns received for each court. The rE\lortlng rates 
... ere: 

District Court and Domestic Relations Court--nlnety-elght percent; County Court at La., Constitutional County Court, and Probate 
Court-nlnety-se~~n percent; Mu.,lclpal Court--ntnety percent; Justice of the Peace Court--seventy-seven percent. '-

Ut.h--Limlted Jurisdiction courts--one-hundred-slxty-one of the one-hundr,ed-elghty-one Justices of the Peace rE\lorted data for the Justice Court. 
Vermont--Llmlted j urlsdl ctlon courts-Pendl ng and disposed data from the Probate Court for probate/wllls/i ntestate and guardlansh Ip/conservatorsh Ipl 

trusteeshIp cases do not Include cases filed before Jl'Jnuary 1, 1970. 
WaslTlngton--General jurisdiction courts--No disposition "data for mental health cases ware oval lab Ie. 
Washlngton--General Jurisdiction ccx.1rts--No disposition dat~ for mental health ca!';8S were avallttble. 
West Vlrlgnl.--Llmlte<1 Jurisdiction courts--Incomplete data were received for two locations of the Magistrate Court. 
Wyomlng--Gener.1 Jurisdiction court--pendlng and disposed dota do not Include cases filed bafora 1974. 

kAddltlonal Inform.tlon: '.' 
Ke~tucky--Llmlted Jurisdiction court--The Kentucky limited Jurisdiction courts .ere consolidated Into one DIstrict Court In 1978. The la"!le : I. 

'Increase In Its pending ~lIseload Is a ret)~cti'on of the st~.rt-up process. ./ 
PD.ta were not av.ll.b Ie for .11 courts I n the "state. See tab les 15 and 16 for IIDre detail on the source of data rE\lorted In th Is tab Ie. 
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TABLE 19: Composition of civil case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. 
State and court. Civil case categories 

State .nd court title 

Aillbamn-...clrcul t Court ••••••••••••• 
Alaska--Supertor Court ............ . 
Art zona--Superlor Court, ••••••••••• 
Ark.nsas--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••• •• 

Circuit Court ••••••••• " •••••• •••• 
Chllncary and Probate Court ...... . 

Call forn I a--Super lor Court ••••••••• 

Coloredo--STATE TDTIIL ............. . 
Olstr.lct Court, Denver Super lor 

Court, Denver Juven II e Court, 
lind Denver Probllte Court •••••• 

Water Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conn'\)ctl cut-... Super tor Court •••••••• 

D.I.wor_STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• 
Court of Chancery ••••••••• t .•••••• 

Supor lor Court •••••••••••• •••• ••• 
*DIstrict of Columbla--Superlor 

Court .......................... . 
Florlda--Glrcult Court ••••••••••••• 
Georgia-Superior Court •••••••••••• 

*Guam--Superlor COur't ••••••••••••••• 

H.wall--STATE TOTAL ............. • .. 

CIrcuit Cour't •••••••••••••• •••••• 
land Court ....................... . 
Tax Appea I Court ••••••••••••••••• 

'Id.ho--STATE TOTAL ............ • .. .. 
Dlstrlc·( Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Meg1strates Division ............ • 

'1IIInols--Clrcult CourtJ ......... .. 
Indlana--Superlor Court .nd 

Clrcul t Court •••••••••• •••••••• 
-Iowa-District Court ............... • 
.KBnsas-ooQls1rlct Co.t.1rtJ •••••••••••• 
Kentuck)'--Clrcult court l ••••••. , ••••• 

Loulslana--Dlst;lct Court .... •••••• 
f.blne--Superlor' Court •••••••••• !) ••• 
f-\ary land--Glrcult Court ........... . 
t<assachU50tts--Supor lor Cou.,.t •••••• 
Mlch Igon--STATE TOTAL ............ .. 

Circuit Court ................... • 
Court' of CI8tms ••• ~, ••••••••••••• • 

Mlnnesota-Dlstrtct Court ......... • 
Mlsslss Ippl--STATE TOTAL ......... .. 

Circuit COurt .... ,~ .............. • 
Chancory' Court •••••••••• •••• ••••• 

Mlssourl--Glrcult Court and Court 
of Corturon Pleas ••••••••••••••• • 

f.'Qntana--olstrlct Court-........... . 
rlobrask.-Dlstrlct COurtJ ........ .. 
Novoda--Dls1r let Courtl •••••••••••• 
NOlli Hernpsh I ro--Supor lor Court •••••• 
NeW Jersoy--SUporlor Court (La. 

Division and Chancery Division) 
and County COurt •••••• ~ •••••• •• 

Now Me>clco--Dls,trlc~ CourT ....... .. 
NoW York--Suprcme cJurt and 

County Court .................. . 
Nor1tt Carollna--Suporlor Court ... .. 
North D.kota--Dlstrlct Court ...... . 
OIl lo--Court of Common P I.as ...... .. 
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6,023 
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115,5341 

115,0391 
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16,461 
57,391 1 

13,7641 

43,6271 

79,578 

25,055 
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9,0361 
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74,337 
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64,671 
71,221j 
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state .nd court title 

Okl.hom.--DI strict Court ••••••••••• 
Oregon-STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••• " 
CI~cuit 'Court ................... . 
T.x Court ....................... .. 

Pennsy I von I .... -COurt of Comnx>n 
Pions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court ...... .. 
'Rhode Isl.nd--Superior Court ...... . 

South C.ro II n .... -D I rcu I t Court .... .. 

-South O.kot .... -Dlrcult Court ........ 
Tennessae--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• 

CirCUit Court .................. .. 
L ••• nd Equity Court ........... .. 
Ch8ncery Court ................... .. 

Tex.s--Dlstrlct CourT .nd Crlmln.1 
District COurtl ................ .. 

Ut.h--DI strict Court .............. . 
Vermont--Superlor Court .......... .. 
Vlrglnl .... -Dlrcult Court .......... .. 

W.shlngton--Superlor Court ....... .. 
West Vlrglnl.-Clrcult Court ..... .. 
Wlsconsln--Dlrcult Court .nd 

County Court .................... . 
Wyom I ng--D I str I ct Court .......... .. 

:a 
" -' 

X 
X 
X 

2,152 

3,335 
24,383 

+ 
~ 

7,062 

3,564 

10,457 
9,686 

326 
445 

16,5801 

872 

6,882 

18,584 

~ 
.l: c 
8 

21,924 

445 

7,327 
2,614 

265 
4,448 

21,679 

on 
E 
;; 
U 

;; 
.l! 

77,798 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
'NH 
NH 
NH 

HH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

64,925 
NH 

r~t 
\_)~ 

Is.~, 
~ - '" ,,-

.l! ~ 

8,163 

8,093 

2,777 
920 
111 

1,746 

141 

950 

3,468 

2,593 

Civil c.ses flied 

on c u a 

~ 
~=; .I! 
j~ " " +-.:r 1;1 

39,644 13,904 
X 29,336 6,527 
X 29,336 G,527 
X NH NH 

110,870 19,616 
NH 32,101 NH 

NH NH 
NH 

4,4861 

47,265 1,639 
25,979 83 

2,372 209 
18,914 1,347 

151,6021 

10,371 3,426 
3,194 NH 

11,835 32,190 

'I 
1.~4,805 13,539 

1,235 
~--

40,946 27,551 
2,190 

t-
" c 
'C 

~ ~ 
-+- ;; 2 +-" -01- " 8. ~~ c m 
~~ ~ 

2,620 1,051 1,526 
3,773 138 
3,773 

NH 138 
(I 

9,025 
NH 2651 1,108 
NH 505 

939 11,264 1,05:S. 
301 8,217 315 

63 334 30 
575 2,713 708 

28,1671 5,3541 

870 217 652 
NH 3321 31 
NH 2,617 

3,334 549 
905 495 

2,997 942 240 

;: 
i) 

Ii 
~ 

~ 

7,328 

46,595 
46,623 
6,290 

3,188 
1,263 
, 158 

1,767 

94,4241 

11,993 

9,690 
34,407 

29,628 
9,393 

61 

;: 
i) 

;; 
+-
~ 

181,020 
60,700 
60,562 

138 

186,105 
94,351 
6,795 

28,300 

4,4861 

85,909 
49,378 
3,868 

32,663 

296,1271 

28,542 
6,892 

71,975 

103,946 
37,042 

188,406 
11,583 

Noto: All .v.lI.ble d.t •• ere entered In the t.blo. 81.nk sp.ces Indlc.te th.t the d.t •• re not .v.lI.ble. 

X • TI.o d.t~ for this cesotype .re"kno.n to be Included In the tot. I but 
.ere not .v.lI.ble by c.tegory. 

NH· This cesetype Is not ~.ndl.d by this c.se. 

-These .t.tes h.ve • single-tier trl.1 court. These courts h""e no limited 
Jurisdiction courts undor them, so InclUded In their c.selood .re c.ses 
th.t .ould be he.rd by 'IImlted JurIsdIction """rts alse.hare. 

10.t •• ra nQi C<lIl1plete: 
Arlzon.-Tot.G1 civil flg.re does not Include ndoptlon d.t. from 

M.rlcop. County. 
K.ns.s--Tot.1 est.te .nd tot. I ctvll figures do not Includo othar 

es tate cesss. 
Mlchlg.n-Clrcult Court-D,ot. ~ara missing for courts loc.tad In the 

following counties: Clinton, Hlllsd.le, J.ckson, LIvingston, 
O.aklend, Osceola and Wayne_ 

Mlsslsslppl--Dlrcult Court and Chencory Court--No d.t •• ere received 
from tho court In TIshomingo County, District I, for the months of 
November and December. 

Nev.d.--D.t •• re .v.lI.ble for only one court dlstrlct--the Second 
"Dlstrlci' (W.shoe County). this county,cont.lns 25 percont of the 

t.ot.1 st.te pop~l.tlon. 
Puert<) Rlco--D.t. reported do not Includa • Sf,por.te figure for appe.1 

of trl.1 court c.ses. These c.ses .ra Included by c.tegory .Ith 
other civil dot •• 

South D.kot.-D.t •• re not I nc I uded for c.ses he.rd by the I.~yer 

m.glstr.tes or I.y m.glstr.ta/clel-ks of this court. 
Tex.s--D.fo reported In this t.ble .re b.sed. on less th.n the tote I 

'number of rronthly reports possible. The reporting r.te •• s 
nlnety-olght pracent. No reports .era received frOll Culberson, 
Freestone, Kend.II, Robertson, or Upton during the 1978 court ye.r. 

JExpl.notlon of dot. Included In the cetego~: 
"'.bem.-Other civil fIgures InclUde 1e:I, .uto tort, .nd civil .ppe.ls 

a!lSQS. 

Arizon.-Flllngs Include c.ses tr.nsfurred In. O.t. IncludoJ In tha 
'. I •• c.tegory or" 'tort, contreet, eminent dqri.ln, uncl.sslfled 

civil, re.1 property rights, .nd .ppe.l· c.ses In,:oludlng clvll 
.ppe.ls. 

Ark.ns.s--Appe.1 dot. ora Included In the figure gillen for I •• c.ses. 
C.II forni .... -Oomostlc rel.tlons Includes .nnu lment, divorce, .nd 
r, separate mal~te,nance cases. . 

Coloredo--Olstrlct Court, .nd Denver Superior .nd Probata Courts-
Tort parson. I l'\lury mutor vehicle c.ses Include rel.ted property 
damage; extraordt nery wrtts cases 1 nelude hmeas corpus and other 
remedl81 wrIts, 1 oj UnctIons, etc. 

W.ter Court--D.te reported Include orlgln.1 .nd post-JudglT8nt actions 
f t led. Cases I ovol vI 09 springs, w8ste w.aters, etc_ 

DoI ••• re--other civil c.ws In the Court of Chancery Include the 
c.tegorles of contract, real property rights, .nd equIty. 

H •• 'II--Dlrcult Court--Mant.1 he.lth c.ses .re Includod .Ith danestlc 
ral.tlons d.t.. other civil Includas supplement.1 proceedings on 

e:rlifttnal as }tell ~s chI I C"SGS .. 

Id.ho--Dlstrlct Court--Sone appe.ls m.y Include some Juvenile oppe.ls. 
""nols--O.t. reported Includo c.ses th.t hove been relnst.ted and 

tr.nsfarred In and tr.nsf~\red out of the court's JuriSdictIon. 
PostJudgment ond post-terrn.in.tlo~,m.tters .re not Included. 

lo ..... -D.t. reported Includo c.ses h,.',<lIed by the clark. 
Kens.s--AII filings Include orIginal .ctlons .nd re+rl.ls/relnst.tenents. 

L •• Ch.pter 61 c.ses .ra limited actions .hlch Includo'the c.tegorles 
of auto tort, professlon.1 tort, product liability tort, other tort, 
contract, SIMI f claims, re~1 estete lind personal property (reat 
property rights), tox appo.ls .nd workman's canpens.tlon (.ppo.ls of 
.dmlnlstr.tlve .goncy c.sa), .nd K.,S.A. '60-1507 nod h.beas corpus 
(extreordln.ry writ). 

Monten.--Ilomostlc rel.tlons c.ses Include marrl.go dissolution, Inv.lld 
marrlege, leg.1 sep.r.tlon, URESA (outgoing .nd Inccmlng), .nd 
p.ternlty. Est.te ~.ses InclUde form. I .nd Inform.1 prob.te, 
suporvl sed probat", guardl.nshlp, conserv.torsh Ip, .nd trOst. Mentel 
health c.ses Include ment.lly III .nd Inebrl.tlon (commitments). '. 
other civil c.ses Include porson.1 l'\lury, prq>erty dam.ge, 
condemn.tlon, lien, foreclosw-e, evIction, p.rtltlon, quiet title, 
.Wee,rent sult~. l'\lunctlons, decl.r.tory Judgments, certlflc.te of 
"""unt duo, .orr.nt of dlstr.lnt, ebstract of Judgnant, tr.nscrlpt of 
Judgment, m.ndamus, h.be.s corpus, habltu.1 tr.fflc offander, note, 
wage claIm, etJK)unt due, unlawful dota1ner, 10nlng, t8)(es, end water 
rIghts. 

Nebrask.--Flled figures Include the number of req>ened c.ses placed befor," 
the District C~'urt. 

North C.roll n .... -O.t. Include est.ro .nd spec I .1 proceedlog c.ses th.t .ra 
disposed by the clerks of the c:ourt., .' 

Vermont--Appo.ls Includo crlmln.1 .ppe.ls as well .s some hebeas corpus 
.nd postconvlctlon remedy c.ses. 

,) 

\~ .. 
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TABLE 20: Composition of civil case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. 
State and court. Civil case categories 

St.te and court title 

Alabama--Clrcult Court .............. <1 

AJoskz,--SuperJor Court.4 •••••••• ,".~ 
Arlzona--Superlor Court. - ...... ~\ ... .. 
Ark'ns.s--STATE TOTAL ............. . 

CircuIt Court ................... .. 
Chancery and Probate Courr .... u. 

Cal Jfornl,,--SuperJor COurt ••••••• H 

Color.do--STATE TOTAL ............ .. 
Dh,trJct Court, Denver Superlor 

Court, Denver JuyenJ Ie CotJrt,. 
and Denver Probate Court ..... ... 

lI.ter Court ..................... . 
Connect J.cut--Super 1 or Court .............. .. 

Del •• ~re--STATE TOTAL. ........... .. 
Court of Chancery ............................. .. 
SuperIor Court ................. .. 

DistrIct of Columbla--Superlor 
Court ......................... . 

Florld.-Clrcult Court ............ . 
Georgla--Superlor Court ........... . 
Guam--Superlor Court .............. . 

Ha •• II--STATE TOTAL .............. .. 
CIrcuit Court ................... . 
Land Court .......................... .. 
T<lx Appe.1 Court ................ . 

Id.ho--STATE TOTAL ................ . 
DistrIct Court ................. .. 
MagIstrates DIvIsion ••••••••••••• 

1IIIools--Clrcult Court .......... .. 
Jndl~na--Super'or Court and 

CircuIt Court ................. . 
low.--Dlstrict Court .. , ...... , .... .. 
Kensi!ls~Dl strict Court ........... ,",. .... .. 
J\entucky-Clrcult Courtl ............ . 

Louisiana-DIstrict Court ........ .. 
Malne--Superlor Court ............. .. 
Maryland--Clrcult Court .......... .. 
Mass8chusetts--Superlor"' Court ......... .. 
Mlchlg'n-STATE TOTAL ............. . 

CIrcuit Court .................. .. 
Court of ClaIms ................ .. 

Mlnnesot.-olstrlct Court ........ .. 
Mlsslsslppl--STATE TOTAL .......... . 

CIrcuIt Court • ••••••••••••••••••• 
Ch.ncery Court ................. .. 

(J I 

27,6951 
20,2531 
20,2531 

NIl 

1,727 

1,721 

5,012 

2,501 

NH 
NH 

196,572 

.26,363 
16,036 

1,919 
4,220 

t 
g 

(Jl 
X 

(Jl 

NH 
64,426 

NH 

NH 

22,329 

1,213 
1,213 

NH 
NH 

1,550 
929 
621 

X 

1,597 
8,188 

x 

NH 

IJ) 
(J) 

23,040 

1.399 
1,39; 

NH 
NH 
NH 
Nfl 
NH 

X 

1,061 
4,131 

NIl 

NH 

NH 

t 
~ .. '" Q.:jo 

- 0> 
0-

" <'" 
X 

IJ I 

NH 

NH 2,047 

NH 1,9631 

NH 
NH 1,9631 
Nfl 

NH 62sJ 
NH (J) 

Nfl 625 

32,756 107,481 
NH 16,977 

3,925 142 

NH 276 
NH 229 
NH 47 
NH NH 

12,614 
I 

12,613 

171,120 696 

25,716 
69,978 

NH 

X 

NH 2,504 

NH 
NH NH 

NH 

Clvl ) c~ses dlspo,;ed 

6.101 

6,101 

NH 

, (J I 
(J) 

NH 

NH 
NH 

59,I:Ill 

'" c 
U 0 

i=:;' 

i~ 
a 

47,013 
X 

38,2581 
26,4071 

NH 

X 
8,007 
3,7431 

NH 
.26,401 3,743 
151,Del 59,769 

292 

6,830 
77,331 
56,947 1 

919 

;2,327J 
12,327j 

NH 
NH 

12,454 
2,849 
9,605 

NH 

2,014 
2,014 

NIl 

2,453 
39,915 

NH 
941 

1,644 
1,644 

NH 
NH 

3.165 
9 

~\156 
':;'-' 

83,532 :Ill,353 

67,480 
824 

22,7771 

26,304 

20,993 
17,1361 

9,420 

" 1,%7 NH 
8,246 "32,467 471 

88,151 1 
88,151 1 

NIl NIl 

NH 

NH 
X 

69el 

NH 

4,081 

2,834 

2,834 

(J) 

X 
(Jl 
IJ) 
(jl 
NH 

11,011 

NH NH 
124 

571 152 

571 152 

682 3<9 
12,749 596 

NH 

(J I 25 
IJI 
NH Nfl 
NH 25 

2401 
2401 

NH 

8,486 116,420 

2,984 

Nfl 

X 
I,OU 

<60 
2,015 

1,1121 

5201 

Nfl 592 

NH 

11,339 

NH 

26 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NIl 

> 
'0 

23,727J 
X 

NH 
144,559 

9,315 

'> 
U 

70,740 
10,300 
74,658 1 

56,5041 

2.:1,253 
~6,2511 

448,370 

2,8341 

"1,963 
24,487 

681J 6,062 
417J 2,431 
264 3,631 

1,771 
50,384 
46,462 1 

525 

2,9031 
2,9031 

NIl 
NH 

157,340 
243,321 
103,4091 

8,953 

219 13,436 

19,787 
19,715 

47 
25 

43,678 
188 3,690 

3L <]19,7.46 

X 

64 
439 

6,322 

68,885 
42,392 

X 
5,011 

388 

7,906 
3~,772 

670,629 

183,074 
130,3301 

72,8131 

51,408 

6,856 
62,687 

17 ,5~91 113,271 1 

11,5391 112,6791 
NH "c. NH 592 

11,594 

'1lssourl-CIr'cult Court .nd Court 7,674 NH 37,404 (J) 3,,2 31,953 
__ O_f_Coovoo __ n_p_l_e_._s._._._._ .. _._._._._ .. _._._._. ____________ -, __ ---'(~.", ___________ -: ___ -:-___________ :-

Monfana--D I str I ct Coo.,. .......... .. 
Nebr4sk4-0lstrlct Court ......... .. 
Nev.d.--D}strlct Court l •••••••••••• ') 
flew H.mps~ Ire--Super lor Court ...... 
~ew Jersey--Superlor Court (Law 

Division .nd Ch.n""ry Dlvlslonl 
• nd County Court ............. .. 

Nev Me"lco--Dlstrlct Court ......... 
Ne. 'fork--Supreme Court and 

County Court ••••••••• " ••••••••• 
I/orth CaroJ I n.--Super I or- COur+ .... . 
lIorth Dakota--Plstrlct Court ...... . 
OhlO-COurt of COIl\'!IOn Ple.s ....... . 
Okl.hom.--Dlstrlct Court .......... . 

6,350 

37,667 

36,461 

739 
20,885 
8,469 

2,914 

26,190 

NH 
Nfl 

NH 

NH 2:39 
NH 
Nfl 489 
NH 

95,425 7,8!/4 

2,552 

3,704 

7,471J 2,497J 29IJ 9,7661 20,025 
14,~24 NH' NH 6,879 21,403 

10,050 

16,851 

9,381 
Nfl 

4,4681 
95,446 
44,563 

NH 

x 

NH 
30,841 

15 
73,430 
16,295 

NH 8 

5,230 
NH 

NH I" 
7,589 2,220 
2,8!/4 1,192 

IQI 

1,497 

20,104 

12,596 
271'272. 

427 
47,!/42 
9,898 

70,S79 

63,907 
69,023 
9,<681 

247,512 
214,~17 

St.te .nd COllrt tItle 

Oragon-STATE TOTAL •••••••••••• _ •• _. 
Circuit Court .................. .. 
TlIX Court ..... f .................. <0. 

Penosy I v.n I a--Court of Coovoon 
Ple0!3s." ••• " ............ •• ~' • •••• <0. 

x 
X 
X 

NH 
NIf 
NH 

X 
X 
X 

26,2271 
~6,2211 

6,085 
6,085 

-,;; 
0-
+- 0 
c .. 
" .c '" 

138 

138 

'; 
'0 

63 

52,117 1 

51,9791 

138 

,-, Puerto RICo--SupGrJor Court ................ .. 

(
' \ Rhode Isl.nd--Superlor Court ..... .. 

\ South C.rclln.,..-Clrcult Court .... .. 

)--------

2,647 4,687 486 NH 
NH 

9,281 NH 
107,126 
31,205 

NH 
NH 

19.551 
NH 
NH 

8;792 
NH 
NH 

1,641 
48,316 
47,188 

183.785 
97,4:39 

) 
I, 

1 
;./ South O.kota--Clrcult COurt l ....... 

Tennessee-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• 
Clrcult Court ••••• f.' •••• f •• f •••• 

L.. and Equ I ty Court ........... .. 
Cheocery COurt ••••••• '~ ................... . 

Tex's--Dlstrlct Court and Crlmln.1 
District Court .................. . 

Ut.h--Dlstrlct Court .............. . 
Vermont-SuperIor Court ........... . 
Vlrglnla--C/rCUlt Court .......... .. 

lIash Ington--Superlor Court ....... .. 
Wes,t Vlrglnlo--Clrcult Court ..... .. 
Wlsi.'onsln--Clrcult Court .nd 

'" 
CoUnty Court ................... .. 

~vomln9--Dls.trlct Court .......... .. 

X 
3,41) 

21,726 

x 
X 
X 
X 

15,2821 

x 

15.773 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

9,6231 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 

Nfl. 

Nfl 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

984 10,311 

X 

1,910 

3,1351 

X 
X 
X 
X 

148,7161 

X 
2,923 

29,956 

X 
1,205 

32,775 

3,4991 

X 
X 
X 

2,774 
NH 

X 

2~,938 

4961 

X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 

25,5881 

834 ·,67 
NH 3661 
NH 1,738 

1,062 

2,080 

(,.' X 

903 

841 

x 
X 
X 
X 

197 

4,.7251 

X 
X 
X 
X 

27,947 

21,4781 

81,198 
46.600 
3,427 

31,171 

80,391 1 275,417 1 

X 24.270 

X 
31,668 

26,306 
, 9,1781 

6,733 
64,715 

166,128 
9,1781 

Note: All aVAII.ble d.tu .re entered In the t.ble. 81.nk sp.ces Indlc.te th.t 1:he d.t •• re not c".II.ble. 

X = The d.t"~),; thl. c.setype ore kn""n to be Included In the tot.l. 
NH c ThIs casetype Is not h.ndled by the court. 

"These st.tes h."e 4 sIngle-tIer trl.1 court. These coucts have no IIl11lted jurisdictIon courts under th<)m, so Included In their cosel""d .re cases th.t 
would be he.rd by limited JurIsdiction courts els~.hore. 

toeta ~re not conp lete: 

Arlzon.-Adoptlon, d.:>n<tstlc rel.tlons and tot.r clY\I cases dIsposed 
do not Inclu.Je adoption data for M.dcq,. Couoty. 

IIrkans.s-Ch.ntery .nd Prob.te Court--Domestlc"relctlons disposed 
does not InclUde .doptlons. Est.te dlspo ... d does not Include 
gu.rdlonshlp!conservctorsitlp/trusfeesh Ip or other est.te C'ses. 
Tot. I cl.U disposed does oot Includo cny of those cctegorles or 
ment.1 he.lth. 

Color.do--Dlstrlct Co"rt .nd Denver Superior, JUVenile, .nd P~obate 
Coul·ts--The only disposItIon d.t. th.t ¢ould be loontl f led \lere for 
moot.1 hf-It~ casas. No other data .r'llncludod In th» figures 
r"Ported ,(Of' tit Is court. 

Georg!.-ol~posltlon data .re gl"en for only tt-ose cases flied 
between July I, Illn .nd Juno 30, 1978 fh.t .ere "Ither disposed 
during 1978 or stili pending .t til<> and of the )'G.r. C.ses tiled 
before this d.t .. h."" not been entered Into the computerized 
I nfometlon sy~tem so data on them .ra not cv.ll.b I". 

lo •• -£.t.te and total cIvil disposed do not Include 
gu.rdl.osh Ip/coosarv.torsh Ip/trusteesh Ip casos. 

~ans.s--Dome5tlc rolotlons c.ses do not locludo .doptlons. Tot. I 
cl"lllIgures do not Includo small cl.lm., .doptlon, or mental 
ho.lth ca.os. 

MI¢hlg.n--Clrcult Court--There wore no data .v.ll.ble for J.ckson 
County. 

Nov.~.--D.t. ore aV.II.b Ie tor onl y One dlstrlct--tho Second DIstrict 
(l/~Shoe County). This county contoln. 2$ percont of the tot. I 
st.te poput.tlon. 

Ne. Jersoy-Domestlc rol.tlons e.sos disposed d""" not Includo 
contested ndoptlon coses. These data .re Included I n tho totcl. 

North Dekot<l-Dome.tlc rol.tlons .nd fot., cIvil disposed flgu.e. do 
not 10cludQ case. In',olvlng· termloatlon 01 parent.t rlshts. 

Orogon-Clrc~lt Court--f' I gures do oot Incl4de .doptlQll cases. 
Puerto Rlco--D.tc do not Include ""pe.1 of trl.1 court cases. These 

c •• e. are lnelucled by c.togory wIth other civil dot •• 
South D.kota--O.t. ore not InclUded for cases ho.rd hy the I'.yer 

maglstr.tos or I.y moslstrate/clerk. of this court. 
Tex.s--O.t. reported In thIs tob 10 .ro based on les. th.n tho total 

posslblo number ot monthly reports. The reportIng r"to w.s 
nlnoty-elght percent. No report. were recelvod frCtn Culberson, 
Freestone, Keocl.IJ, Robertson, or Upton durlog th<> 1978 court ye.r. 

1\ 
.-',1 

lIo.hlngton--No data were 4V.Jl4ble on the n"niler of noot., he.lth 
c.ses dIsposed. 

Wyomlng--DJ"posltlon d.ta do not Incluoo c.""s IIled before 1974. 
JExp J.notlon of data Included In the c.tegorjl: 

AI.b.mc--Dther cIvil In.:lude. 14., auto tort, and cfVII 'ppe.ls 
cases_ 

Arlzono--Dlspo.,\·(oos locludo c.ses tr.nsferred out. D.ta locludod 
In the law category are tort, contract, raal property rights, and 
appeal cases. 

Ark.ns.s-Clrcult Court-L .. Includes civil eppe.ls (tr.I.1 de ~ovo) 
th.t coo I d oat be sep.r.ted frem the tot.1 • 

C.llfornl ...... Domestlc rel.tlons locludes conulnont; divorce •• nd 
separate ma'.nton"nce C.!I$8S. 

Color.do--W.ter Court--D.t. given Include c.ses Involving springs, 
waste waters, eft:. 

Del ••• re-Other cl vii c.ses In the"Court of Ch.ncery ,Include 
contr",*. re.1 preperty rIght., 4nd "'1011y "" ... s. 

H ••• II--ln t"" Clr¢ult Court, ""ntal he.lth c.sos .re InclUded with 
domestic rel.tlons d.ta. other cl"l1 Ineludos suppl_nt.1 
proceedings on criminal as well as clvll cases. 

Id.ho--Dlstrlct Court--Dat. reported ""'Y InclUde some Juvenll .. 
epp.>.ls. 

"'Issourl--Appe.ls are Included In tho eppreprl.te c.se c.tegory. 
Montantt--Domcstlc relations cases Include morrlaga dissolution, 

Invalid morrlDge, leg. I separ.tlon, mESA (outgoing .nd Incoming), 
and p.ternlty. Est.te c.ses Includo formol and I o form. I prop.to, 
supervls-.d probate, gu.rdloosh Ip, cooserv.torsh Ip, and trust • 
Mant.1 ho.lth c.sos InclUde ment.,ly III .nd InebrIation 
(commitment). other cl vII cases Include person.1 11\1 ory, preperty 
damogs. condemnatIon, Iten, foreclosure, evictIon, pBrtltlon, 
qui et title •• gr""""'nt suits, 11\1 un<.1" Ions, doc I.r.tory Judg""nts, 
certH Ic.te of .mount due, ~.rraot of dlstr.lnt, .bstr~ct of 
JUdgment, transcrIpt Of Judgnont, m.nd.mus, hobo •• corpus, hobltu.1 
traffic offonder; note, wag.) cllllm, amount dues, unlawful retainer, 
zoning, taxes, and wator rIghts. 

Vermont--Appo.ls Includo soma crlmln.1 eppe.ls .s .ell os Some habe.s 
~orpus bod postconvlctlon remedy cases. 

ISpecl.1 sourc:o or rovlslon""ln tho d.t.: 
Kentucky-.-AII dlsposod flgur" ••• ro suppl led by tho st.te's 

.dmlnlstr.tIVe of lice of tho courts dUring dat. lterlflcatlon, 
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TABLE 21: Tort caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
state population. Courts reporting tort (autotort, professional tort, product liability tort, and othertort) 
caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. 
Filed per 100,000 population c 

As percent Chonge In Stote 
populotlon 

In 
thousands 

401 

Beg'lnnlng End 
of flied __ 2!pe~n~d~ln~gL-_ Flied per 

-~.!....!..!.,!;::'::"'E"'nd"-- 100.000 st.te .nd court title 
pendlng~ __ ..:,F.!,I:.:!e:::d'--=:D:.:.ls"'po=se::::d'--"P""::::,:;d:.:.l::lng!.... 

1,35~ 

Disposed pend! ng Number Percent popu lot I on 
AI.sk.--STATE TOTAL ....................... . 

Superior COurtl ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District COurtl ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

C.llfornl ... -Superlor COUrtl ••••••••••••••• 
Color.do--olstrlct Court .nd Denver 

Superior COUrtl ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oelewlire-Court of Common Plees i •••••••••• 
Florld.--Clrcult COUrtl ••••••••••••••••••• 
H ••• II-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Circuit Courtl •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court l ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Id.ho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District COOrtl ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
).t.,glstretes Dlvlslonl •••••••••••••.•••••• 

Kans.s-Dlstrlct C<>urtl ....... '''0' ••••••• 

Melne--Superlor Court •••••••••••••••••••• '" 
M.rylond-Clrcult COurtl •••••••••••••••••• 
Mlch Igon--Clrcult courtl ................ .. 
Missourl--Circult Court ond Court of 

ComnDn Pleos 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ne" Jersey-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court (Lo. Dlv.lslon ond 
Choncery DIVision) and County Court2 •• 

County District courtl •••••••••••••••••• 
Ne. York--STIITE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 

SUpreme Court .nd County COurtl ....... .. 
Civil Court of the City of Ne. Yorkl .. .. 

North Dokoto-Dlstrlct Courtl ............ . 
Oh Io-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Court of ComnDn Ple.s l ••••••••• , ........ . 
County Courtl .......................... . 
Munlclpol COurtl ...................... .. 

Okloho", ... -olstrlct Courtl ....... :-.::::::::-
Puel-to Rlco--STATE TOTAL ................. . 

Superior COurtl ........................ . 
District courtl ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tennessee--STATE TaTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit COurtl •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Lo. ond Equity. courtl •••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery COurt1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

T"".s-STATE TOTAL ............. c ......... . 

DIstrict COurt l • I •••••••••..•••••••••.•. 
County Court ot Lov ond 

ConstItutional County cowtl.l •••••••• 
Utoh--olstrlct Courtl .................... . 
Woshlngton-Superlor (;curti ••••••••••••••• 
II I scons I n--C I rcu I t Court 
~f';)unty COurtl ....... '" .................... . 

22.839 

2.767 
598 

9,132 
929 

911 

2.333 
1.115 
4.212 

-"9,262 

4.871 
7.356 

17,720 

651 
10.795 

~9iJ 
3.115 

4.462 

13.498 

1.364 
3.886 

4.631 

1.679 

3.285 
2.135 
1.150 
1.787 
1,262 

525 

59,639 

53.095 
6.544 

32~' ,\ 
23;;8}1 

US 
8.71~ 

8;6\16 
9.475 
7.721 
1,754 

921 
435 

86.729 

3.481 
3.0491 

21,761 
2,032 
1,155 

877 
1.728 
1,026 

?P? 
3.L49 
1.803 
7.902 

57.535 

40,233 
17,302 
74,(;" 
35,684 
39,247 

732 
39,645 
21,587 

127 
,17 .931 

7.062 
5.489 
3,564 
1.925 

10,457 
9,686 

326 

64,426 

3,142 
22,329 
1.939 
1.21) 

126 
1,550 

929 
621 

1.597 
B.188 

7,6741 
55,353 

37,667 
17.686 
36,46IP 
36.461 

739 
38.5." 
20.885 

174 
17.484 

8469 
6.6g1 
4,687 
2,004 

1.586 

3.378 
2.017 
1.301 
1.965 
1.3~9 

606, 

61.821 

55,661 
6,160 

33.3551 

24.151 1 

53 
9.151 
7.289 
8,273 
6.598 
1,675 

'103 
95 166 

105 180 
83 148 
90 114 
91 132 
88 86 

89 
104 

96 107 

94 138 
102 36 

102· 

101 
97 
97 

131 42 
98 51 

120 103 
122 151 
132 185 
104 87 

(22.303) 

-93 -6 
[-568) 

93 3 
-58 -3 
lSI 1) 
178 10 
97 8 
81 15 

(206) 

(-286) 

2,182 

2.506 
-384 

(-7771 

(-71 
11,102) 

(702) 
-60 
435 

-1,407 
-1,202 
-1,123 

-79 

5 
-6 

-53 
5 

-16 

-I' 
-15 
-5 

445 --~--~----r-44.,...-:4"'25::'11~--::2':'6,-:0c:ag~Ir--::t7.:3,.,.9::2"'ITI--:46':',-::5':'t3:1,,--~~ 2,0881 ,1-

29.801 16.5601 15.2821 :>'1.1 til 921 1881 1,1981 41 

19,701 

9.4291 

872 
.6.882 

18.584 15. 773 22.~73 85 121 2,872 15 

338 
.230 
108 
380 

126 
5101 
238 
219 
124 
94 

190 
113 
77 

139 
162 
188 

547 
235 
423 
201 
221 
112 
367 
200 

166 
242 
176 
114 
62 

234 
217 

7 
10 

701 
• 64 

177 

401 

Noie: All .voll~ble d.t •• re entered In the t.bl'; 000 oil opproprlota colculotlons .ro Included. BI.nk spocos Indlcoto th.t elthor tho doto ..,ro not 
.v.lI.bl" or the colculotlons ""ra not .opproprlote. 
St.te tot.ls represent reported dot. onll' •• hlch ,.oy or' moy not Includo "II of the .ctu.1 c.seloed Info"" .. tlon. 

- • Not oppllcoble. 

ID.t. are not camp lete. 
:le1 ••• r .... -MlsceIlMoou. cosos tiled tor the New Castlo County Includ< potltlons for (11'''''' chon.:;o from J.nuory , tlraJgh Juno 30, 1978 ani;. All othar 

d.to are camp I eta. 
Mlchlgon--Dlsposed doh we~.e unov.llable for the 1011""ln9 caJntlcs: Clinton, Hlllsd.le, LIvingston. Oliliond, Oscool., ond \loyno. There woro no dots 

ovolloble for J.ckson County. " 
Ohl.o--Court of Cannon P le.s--Pend I n9 dot. we"e not reported for all coso Ctltcgor I os. 
Tex.s-Dlstrlct Court-The dot. vere complied fr~ 2,988 out of II p""~lblo 3,0~8 mnthly county reports from tho courts. No roport~ ... ro recel ... d 

fran Culberson, Freestono, Kendall, Robert.."., or Upton dur'<tg th" 1978 court yoor. 
County Court .t L.w. Constltutlon.1 Coucty Court •• nd PrO!;"to Coul-t--on • shto'ldo b.~ls, 2,943 IlOnthly county reports ..,re rocolved aJt 

of 0 possible 3.048. No doto ""re rurelved from fqotto. foard, J.spor, Lomor, Palo Pinto, Roberts, ond Upton caJntles. 
JExplon.tlon of dot. Included In the category: .. 

M!sSOul"',--oDta mIly Include some eppoals C8SCS. 
Po.t. "ero not .v.lI.ble for oil courts In tn~ st.te. 

rA civil c."" Is counte<! vlth the IIl1ng of • petition or c""'l'lalnt. 
2A cIvil cose Is counted "hon It Is pIeced on the colendor (has rot>!hed Issuo). 

I 
I 
I TABLE 22: Contract caseload for trial courts, 1978. 

SNta!e population. Courts repo.rting c~ntrac~ caseload~ Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. 
Umber and percent <;:hange In pendIng. Filed per 100,000 population 

--------------------~--------~----~St~.~t=e----------~------~------~--~~--~~~---------.~~.~_=~--~------------_ 
As percent Ch.nge In F II ed (dl 5-

St.to ond court title 

Al.sko--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 
Superior Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrict Court!. •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Florldo-Clrcult COurtl ••••••••••••••••••• 
How.II--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CircuIt COurtl •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District COurt l •••••••••••••••••••••• '" 

~lInslls--olstrlct Court' ••• _ ••••••••••••• '" 
"'lI'ne--Suporior Courtl ••• : •••••••••••••••• 
M.ry lond--Clrcult '{;curti •••••••••••••••••• 
N .... Jersey--county District Courtl ........ 
Neow York--Clvll Court of the Clt)i , 

of Nev York I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• " 
North Ollkot:a-olstrlct Court' ............. . 
Oh Io--STATE TOTAL ........................ . 

County Courtl .......................... . 
Munlclpol COUrtl •••• '" ••••••••••••••••• 

Oklohomo--Olstrlct COurtl ••••••••••••••••• 
!,Uerto Rlco--S'!E!'"lor Court' •••••••••••••• 
Tonnessee-STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••• 

Clreult Cour·tl ..................... ~ •••• 
Low .nd Equity COurtl ••••••••••••••••••• 
Chllncoi"'Y Court' </0 •• " •••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 

T~x,,-county Court ot Lo". Constltutlon.1 
County Court. ond Prob<Jte Coor"tl. I •••• 

,W.shlngton--Superlor COurt' ••••••••••••••• 

popul.tlon of filed pendln~ posedl per 
In Beginning End End 100,000 

thousands pending Filed Dls~"sed pending Disposed pendIng Number Percent populotlon 

401 

9.ln 
929 
11 

2.33~ 

1.115 
4,212 
7,356 

17.720 
651 

10,795 

2.913 
3,115 
4.462 

13,498 
3.686 

5.999 
1.879 
4.120 

32.749 

51,167 
1.146 

50.021 
24.673 

490 

4,25\ 1.060 
1.415 '353 
2,836 707 

27.005 23.040 85 (3.965~ 296 
9,175 8.689 6,485 95 71 486 
1'.4" 988 ~, 1,399 1.914 98 133 35 2 154 
7.741 7.290 4.571 94 59 451 II 833 
,6.546 -.~ 

I.Jl8 1.061 81 (257) 118 
5.179 4.137 80 (1.042) 123 

161.92.1 160.022 34.65~ 99 21-., 1.9a,5 6 2.201 

19.938 
3.095 

174,B14 
3.648 

171.166 
21.924 

4~5 

7.327 
2.614 

265 
:~.448 

29.2421 

21.679 

2.914 
167,269 

3.691 
163.578 
~6.190 

486 

~8.(;48 

1.065 
57.583 
20.407 

449 

94 
96 34 

101 29 
96 34 

119 93 
109 101 

(181) 
7.481 15 

-81 -7 
7.562 15 

-4,266 -17 
-41 -8 

113 
475 

1.619 
34 

1.586 
753 

14 
164 
59 
6 

100 

Note, 
All ovolf.ble dot •• ro ontarod In the tob,le .nd off approprlote c.lcul.tlonsore Included. BI.nk sp.ces Indlc.te thot either the dot. were not 

oV.II.ble or the col,~lotions were not oppr"PrI~te. 

Stote totols represent reported doto onl ... hlch m'f or may not Includo oil of the .ctuol c.selood Intormotlon. 

- • Not .ppllcobl". 

' D• ta are not camp lete, 
T~'.os--Oot. cant. I ned In this tobl9 ore b<Jsed on less thon the totol 

WAS was nlnety-soven percent. 
Poot. were not .voll.ble for oil courh In the stote. 

lA civil coso Is counted "Ith the filIng of. potltlon or canplolnt. 

/;.' 

\\ 
\\ 
\0 I. 

posslb 10 nunber /If monthl y reports received for these courts. The rq>ort I ng rote 

(, 

'11 

65 

, 



66 

I) 

o 

, \ ~~-. 

----- ~- ----~ -- ----.------ ----

JABLE23: Small claims caseload for trial courts. 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting small claims caseload. Disposedand end pending as a percent of 
filed. Number and percent change in pendirig. Filed per 100.000 population 

II 
f\ '-, 

state and coury title 

Stde 
popuilltion 

In Beginning End 

As percent 
of II led 

End 
Disposed pondlng 

79 29 
thousands ~p<;e;:;n::-d;;' n;;9,-~F;:;';,-le;;:d=---=o",1 s~p"os~e:::d;-...:::p~en:;;d::.:',;:n;-9 

AllJbOllle-Olstrfct,-·eourtlJ •••••••••••••••••• ~ 27,391 95,928 75,746 27,516 
Alosk.-Olstrlct COUrtl................... 401 5.050 7.946 6.261 6.737 
Collfornle-STATE TOTAL ................. .. 

Justice COUrt1 .............. o 0 0 ••• 0 ••••••• 

Hunlclptll Court'" ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Coloredo--COUnty COurt

' 
................. .. 

ConnectlclJt--COurt of Cammon Ploos' ..... .. 
DeJc'lflJre--.Aldenn~nls CotJrt, ••• ~.Y •••••• ~~~~ 
Olstrlct of Columble-Superlor COurt2 .... . 
Gutlm--Su~rlor Court t •••••• t •••• ' ......... . 

He •• II--olstrlct COurtl ................. .. 
Id.ho--STATE TOTAL ....................... . 

District COUrt' ....................... .. 
. 'tagls1rotB$ OJYJsJon' •• 6.6 ............... . 

\:::: 1lllnols--Clrcult COurtl .................. . 
IndJo~o--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 

SuperJor Court and CIrcuIt Coort' ••• h •• 

County Court' ............................. . 
lowe-Olstrlct COurt1 .................... . 
X4nslts--Dlstr/ct Court' .................... . 
Kentucky-DistrIct COurttl" .............. . 
Holne--Dls1rlct Court' •••••••••••••••••••• 
!44ss.chu",tts-STATE TOTAL .............. .. 

Dls1rlct Court' ......................... . 
HoUsing COUrtl ••••••••••••••••••••••• ,~ •• 

Hlchlg.n--STATE TOTAL .................... . 
Coomcn PIe .. Court of Dotrolt .' ...... '" 
District COUrt1 ........................ . 
Munlclpel COurtl ..................... ~ ... 

"';':nosote--STATE TOTAL .................. .. 
Concll I.tlon COurt3 ....... , ............ . 
CountV COUrt3 ......................... .. 

Hlssourl--I109Istr.t. Court ............... . 
NoIlrosk.--STATE TOTAL .................... . 

County COUrtl ......................... .. 
" MunlclplJl COUrt1 ......................... . 
New H",,!,shlre-STATE TOTAL ............... . 
~istrict Court' ....................... .. 
Hl.lnlclpal CcxIrt5 .......................... . 

22.8:19 

2.767 
-3,Ci95 

598 
670 
102 
929 
911 

II .434 
5.446 

2,919 
2.3l3 
3.611 
1.115 
5.743 

1.510 

1.912 
2.958 

492 
2.450 

I 
2.449 

"9,276 
'26,483 

8.754 
17.729 

15 

453.662 346.214 
'32.128 28.201 
421.534 318.013 

10.294 9.189 
84,968 

32.797 
2.326 
1.311 
1~.504 

o 
13.504 

175.454 
~.6~3 

,1';'-9,682 
, 66.011 

72.0543 
10.610 
27.585 
14,>.50 

4461 

32.756 
3.92~, 

1.325' 
12.614 

I 
1::!,613 

111.120 
87.810 
25.716 
62.094 
69.97Sl 

19.022 
6.69.3

' 69.60()P 
69.600 

2.615 

1,953 
1.359 

480 
3.340 

o 
3,340 

48.236 
34.366 
12.720 
21.646 

8,518 

79 85 
76 
88 
75 
89 25 

100 6 
169 58 
lPI 37 

9' 25 

93 2' 
98 27 
92 .'16 
57 43 
94 JJ 

69 JI 
47 

67 
IOB.705 
104.483 

4.222 
~ --~4~.7~5~9Ti--~9~5~.~,4~7~1---92~.~29~6~1----~7.~6~IO=rl --~9~7~1----~8~1--

4.005 

4.871 
!";56! 

894 

229 37.759 36.131 1.857 96 5 
~.521' 57.,46

' 
55.916

' 
5.691

' 
981 101 

9 242 189 62 78 26 
6. 762P 36.047~ 36.88!lP 13.763 

6.762 

1.667P 
1.867 

36.047 
11.745 
28,"00 
10.03) 
18.267 

~.889 
~.728 

9.961 P 
9.961 

22.816 
22.114 

702 

6.455 
7.308 

1.93gP 
1.939 

102 20 
83 ',:-,_, _ 

99 19 

o 
Change In 

pending Flied per 
100.000 

Number Percent popu letlan 
185 I ~,502 

I ,687 JJ I .982 
(107.4481 1.9B6 

13.927) 141 
1'03.521) 1.;346 

1.105 7J 372 
--~~-------- ~--

41 2 
-1.599 .,4 

-12 -2 
8go 36 

891 36 
8,960 23 
1.883 30 
3.966 45 
3.917 22 

(J4.88JI 

2.851
' 

601 

1.628 '" 
1.170

' 
26

' 53 589 

05
'
, 

4,895 
2,280 

141 
1.482 

1.482 
1.534 
1.757 

54' 
1.212 
2.4661 

457 
764 

1,2871 
1_893 
1,819 

74 

900 
241 

1.813 
643 

1.170 
(2."2) 
(2.4741 

He. Jorsoy-COUnty DI~trlct COUrtl ....... . 
He. York-olstrlct Court .nd City Court' .. 

7.356 6.118 41.166 40.535 98 16 6.149 6J! 10 
(79) 

560 
249 ./lorth C.ro(;n.-oIUrlct COUrt l ......... .. 

17.720 44.176115.778 262 

!brth D"ot.--STAT. TOTAL ................ . 
5. 739 __ ':.:8"' • .:;16::.;1:.-....:.1":71;.'.~6~12;;---"::;69~.~2::-75:7-_.::.2:::0L. 4::9:::,.8 _~9::9:r-__ .!';:.2_ 

--6-51- '.396
' 

5.291
' 

981 
2.990 

County Court .,th Incr.osad , 
Jurlsdlctlon1• t ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Justl"" COUrt l .......... _ ....... .. 
Ohlo--STATE TOTAL ....................... .. 

County Court I .......................... . 
Hunlclpel Court' .......................... . 

Old.homo-olstrlct COurtl ............... .. 
Oregon--~TATE TOTAL, ..................... .. 

Or!-frld ~-t, ... .& .. 1'1' .......... ~ ..... '"' .. 1.a.-= ..... __ 

Justice Coui'tI.1 ..................... .. 
Pennsylv.nlo-Ph".delphl. Munlclp.1 

COUrt1 ............................... . 
Rhod~ Islend-olstrlct COurt l ..... t ...... ... 
South Dekofa--clrcult COUrtl,l •••• ,.. ••••• ~ 
uteh-STATE TOTAL ......................... . 

City Courtl ........................... .. 
JustJc::e of the Po&ce Court', 1** ••••••••• 

Vennont--Dls1rlct COUrt1 •••••••••••••••••• 
W .. hl~gton-ol.trlct Court .nd Justices 

of tho PellC01.6 .................... ,.. ••••••• 
Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court end Count .... Court1 

10,795 

2.913 
2.5)0 

11,865 <I 
957 
689 

1.:564 

498 

3.886 
4.631 

12 .. 962 
1.810 

11.152 
72.288 

9.431
' "'17 

i:;i~1 

5.620 

2,01'2 

17.806 

4.30' 
1.091

' 90.615 
12.944 
77.671 
77.798 
4'.9~I 
'.;;,';::2 

2.568
' 

26.043 
6.802 

1",0641 

9.758 
3.306( 
6,252 

21.4'6 
64.92' 

4,26" 
1.026

' 
88.166 
Jl,262 
74.904 
9'.42' 
43.1421" 

4~:!~f 
27.504 
'.38V 
9,67.31 

6.416 

62.308 

15.259 
1.439 

13.820 
54.661 
12.279

' iu,Wi 
1.288

' 
3.799 

1.848 

"20.413 " 

99 
941 

97 17 
102 II 
96 18. 

123 70 
94 1 :n l 
94 25 

'971 501 

106 " 191 

103 30 

96 31 

(40) 
(6,1) 

~.297 18 
-371 -20 

2.668 24 
-17 .627 -24 

2 .. 848
' 

,Q! 
2.714 J4 

741 61 

-1.821 -32 

-164 -8 

2.607 15 

661 
168 1 

!lJ9 
120 
120 

"~57J --r-: (L~ 
i:;;~ 

'02
' 

219 
711 

.(1.397
' 

) 
9581 
71~ 

242' 
1.255 

Hot",; 1,11 4VlIlltsblo- d4tlJ Are enterod rn the! toble and lIlI eppt"oprlatft cllfcu'etlof\S ore'lnch"ded. Blonk. 'paces 1ndfcato that either tho d:th lire oat 
Zlvotlable Qr the talculatfons wore not epproprlate. ~~, ' 

Stete totG'S ,.epresent reported dota on"y, whIch may ex- mEl)' nat InctJlcb .011 of the iJcu-htl cdse'odd In(orlflOffon. 

- • Nat eppllcobl •• 

°Court J", esdlc:tJon: 
AI.bllll\O-The Ol.trlct Court ... created at the be91nnlng of the 

court ye ... to tol<e the ploeo of "'0)' different "~Ited J"",-
dlctl"" courts. " 

K$ntucky-The DistrIct Court beC~ClO offectlve on January 2, 
1978. replacing the formor COurts of limited Jurl.dlctlon. 

North Dol<ot<>--County Justice Coort--oot ••• ro "".voll Ob I. fra. 
the court In Hettinger County. 

Oregon-Justice COurt--llnly ihlrtV of forty-lour court locotlons 
report8d tUtt. for 1978. 

South Ookate--Oot •• re not .v.".ble !~r cose. ~"'ord bv the 
I.·v"" "'gl,tr.tes or I.v IM91str,Jo/cl.rlu who serYe this 
coon. 'II 

Ut.h~Justlce of tho Peace COurt--O.t~ roport8d ..".. t.ken frOll 
the ""nthly stetl.tlc., reports suba,ltted by 161 of the 181 
JustIces of the .. pe.ce. 

'o.to .... not CCIlIplot~. 
DeI •• er ...... ThIs fig"". does not Include d.t~ from July. 1977 throo9h 

Docembor. 1977 for thq Horrlr.gton Aldo ..... n·. Court or for dlsposl-

tlons during August, 1977 for the ~,,"r.I Ala."" •• ', Calrf. 
,..iilne--Ohposltlon dl!to vore ov.llobl. for tho second h.1f of the 

rqlortlng perIod only. 
Mlchlg.n-Olstrlct COurt-th 40ta "'re .vollobl. for tho courb In 

Arm ArbOf"', Bfrmlog~lI1I. LlIpGor Co.inty, Kale~oZ:?D' Llvonlll~ J.\Jskogon 
County. st. Josqlh. County. South Ho""n •• nd $outhtl,'d. f 

JExplon.tlon of \'Lot. InclUded In the c.tegory. 
'" ..... O.t. reportad Includo cases h.ndled by tho clork. 
Rhode Isl •• d--rho disposItIon flg..-. oq ... Is the nUol>or of~. s 

disposed' bV h •• rln9. deloult. or sotH.",nl. 

POot. woro not ov.I/<>I>I. for .11 court, In tho .t.to. 

e (~ 
II. cl~" c.se Is countad with the flllng of.", petition or c""pl.rnt' 
2A civil c .... I. counted Whon ft I~ placed on tho col.ndor (h •• roocl!ed 

fuuo). 
311 ciVil cose Is counted ot the note of IU"'" 
'" chll. c.se Is not cOOnted In th. s."" •• V throughout tho ,tot •• 

\ 
I 

.~., 

o 

TABLE 24: 

//:. 
/ ./ 

.. ,.// 

. //' 
Real property rights caseloa9,(",rtrial courts. 197~. '. .. . 
State population. Courts repf'Aing real property rights cas~load. DIsposed and en~ pending as a " 
percent of fyed. Number arid/percent change in pending. FIled per 100.000 populatIOn 

,I(--------~~~---------------------------------,~~;;;-----~~~;r;---~~~~ ----:-------------111 Stete As percent . Cho~. In Filed (dls-

d popu tot Ion of filed pending posed) per 
Stote ond court tltl .. I. Beginning End End 100.000 

~ttlskll--superlor courtl ••••••••••••••••••• 
thous.nds pendIng Filed Disposed pending Olsposed ""ndlng Number Percent poput.tlon 

401 347 67 
C., I forn I e--Superlor Court1 ............. .. 
Co'orodo--STATE TOTAL,.· ................... . 

DIstrIct Court ond Denver Prob.te Court
' Water Court1 ...................... _ •••••• 

DetlJwlIre-'-Superlor Court1 .................. . 
Ol$'!rlct of COlumbl .... -Superior Court2 .... . 

Florld.--Clrcult Courtl .................. . 
GUI3~-Superlor Court ••••••• • t ••. •••••••••• 
H ••• "--STATE TOTAL, ......... \ ............. . 

CircuIt Courtl.6.*"*.** ••• ~~~ ••••• ' •••••• 
land courtl •••. , ••• t •• , ........ :~ .••••• ~ •••••• 

Olstr~ct Court1 ••••••••••••• ,\ ........... . 
, f i 'nofs---Crrcu rt eourt'-* ••••• ~\::: ......... . 

Kansas--Dlstrlct Courtl ••••••••• :'~.~ •••••• 
M.t·y I.nd--ST ... TE TOTAL" ........... :',\, .... .. 

Clrcllt COUrtl •••••• :~ •••••••••• ~\ •••••• 
District court

' 
........ , ......... ! ...... 

M.s •• chusf>tts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• :, ••••• 
Housing Court

' 
... , ................ I\ .... : 

Land Court' •••••••••••••••••••••••• ; ••••• 

Mlchlg.n--ST"TE TOTAL .................... . 
Common Ptells Court of Detroit! ••••• If , •• 
District Court' ••••• ~ ............... t •••• 

Municipal COUrf1 ....................... . 
Probe ta Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlnnesot.--County Munlclp.1 court' ....... . 
/lebr.sk.--COOnty Court 

' 
.... '" ........... . 

Ne. H.mpsh Ir .... -ST ... jE TOTAL .............. .. 
District court5 ................. ; ...... .. 
Munlclpol COUrt5 ...................... .. 

Ne. Jorsey--c<>unty DIstrIct Court) ...... .. 
N •• York--STATE JOTAL ........... , ....... .. 

Supre"", Court and County Courtl ........ " 
CIvil Court of the CI1y at N •• Yor~I .. .. 

North D.kot .... -Dlstrlct court1 ............ ; 
Ohlo--ST ... TE TOTAL .................... ., .. . 

Coun1y COurt'.~ ....................... .. 
MunicIpal Courf

' 
............... ; ...... .. 

OkhhO''I\llI~htr!ct CCUr-t'._H,,~HHann~~ 
Pennsy Iv.n I .--Ph lIedolpl 10 Hun Iclp.1 

Court
' 
••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

" PUerto Rlco--STATE TOTAl ................. . 
Superior Courtl ....................... .. 
~istrict COUrt' ....................... .. 

r"nn ......... -STATE TOTAL, ................ ; ... 
Circuit Court1 .......... , ••••••••••• , •••• 
Law and Equfty courtl •• _~ ............. f~'.~. 
Chanesr), courtf ••••••••• " ••••.•••••• ~:.,~ •• 

Tr))(,i:ls"'-Coqnty Court at La~ I ~ 1 ,. H" .II' ~ ..... ... 
Uhh--Dls1rlct COUrt

' 
................... ,. 

Vlrglnl.-Clrcult COl!rt .................. .. 
lI.shlngton--Suporlor Court! ............. .. 
Wlsconsln~Ircu!t Court end County Court' 

22.839 
2.7~7 

598 
670 

9.132 
102 
929 

11.434 

5.143 

9.202 

894 

7.356 
17.720 

65! 

3.090P 

3.090 
4,1,2 

~,BB3 \~ 

132 
1.273 

405 

8J " 
784 

1.075 

12.56'lP 

12.567 

JO.i671 

7.145 
3.498

' 105 
19 1 

67 

!;,681 

10,'195 11,314 
824 

10,490 
2:~9t' -4,855 

3,) I' 8,570 
8,020 

550 

Ii' 
I~ 
~I 

2.72' 
7.801 
4.933 
2.86sl 

598 
107.701 

18,297 
27 

1.050 
197 
53 

800 
649 

2.697 
286.370 

3.359 
283.011 
20.744 
12.179 
8.565 

192.799
' 128.840 

59.354 1 

4.560 
25 1 

19\ 

97.49<) 
71.076" 

lJO 
70;946 

501 
54.933 
2.0791' 

52.854 
e, Ie:! 

18i07~ 

8.82a 
8.093 

729 
2.771 

910 
111 

1.746 

2.047 
I.96:li' 

1.963 
6~5 

107.481 

16.977 
142 
936,' 

229 
47 

660 
696 

2.504P 
2.504 

3.995P 

3.995 
385 

5.'03 

17 
1.367 

374 
89 

924 
1.068 

7,747P D.36Sf' 

7.747 13.385 

181,2781 

116,206 
56.564

' 4.460 
'26 1 

162 

2.004 
1.996 

8 
97.Q20 
72)77 

239 
72.736 

489 

51.627 
2.532 

49.095 
7.394 

18.456 

10.161 
9.261 

860 

2Z.28S1 

17.717 
. 4.2681 

225 
151 

61 
76 

4.151 

14.565 
337 

14,228 
5,12, 

780 

7.231 
6.8n 

399 

.. "(',,, 
-i,!~ ----:-------:-------:---~--
((-13.49ft ,,1.720' 3701 441! 1,6491 

1,364 14, 
5 •• 84 950 964 
3.886 3,468 
4,6Jl f.923 2.59~ 2.639 

75 

6el 
105 
100 

93 
526 
89 

116 
89 
62 

107 

75 

90 

94 1 

9~ 

991 

97 
104 1 

95 

99 
103 
!84 
103 

98 
94 

122 
93 
'ii7 

102 

115 
115 
121 

104 

74 

63 
132 
190 
16e 
116 
168 

156 

40 

27 
16 
27 
63 

82 
84 
~5 

102 

(678) 
9051' 

905 
-27 
220 

(I.320! 

29P 

29 
-7 

-115 -87 
114 9 
-32 -8 

6 
1.40 18 
13 I 

(855) 

61ap 

81a 

1I.51e l 

10.632 
77ul 

120 
,..,1 

470 
1-1.9011 

(09) 

(-1.792) 

(12) 

J,1~1 

-467 
3.738 

-J85 

-1.3~9 

_'.Ia8 
-151 

-71
' 

(-34) 

6 

1071 

149 
.22

' 114 
-21

' 

13 

13 

29 
-59 

36 

-33 

-16 
-15 
-7.7 

12 
282 
178 
1041 
100 

16.075 

.200 
26 

113 
21 

86 

116 
6,799 

80 
6.719 

361 
212 
149 

2.095
' 1;400 

. 6451 

50 
<II 

12 

(224) 
(223\ 

(1) 

1.325 
401 

I 
400 

77 
509 

19 
490 
280 

152 

263 
260 

23 
62 
21 
2 

39 

31 
10 
16 
89 
56 

Noto. Alt oV.lI0bl,,· d.t •• ro .ontored In the t.ble .rid 311 epproprl.te colcut.tlons ore Included. Blon~ spoces lodlc.te th.t either the dote were not 
av.lt.bVe or the col<;uldJons .ere npt 4J>prllprlote. . 

St.t" totol~ represent-·reported d.t. only. whIch '"OY or moy not Incl~de .11 of the .ctu.' c •• elo.d InformotlQn. 

-- .. /lot oppllcable. 

10.t •• re .ot 'cOOIPleto: " 
Mlchlg.n--Ol,strlct COUrt-~No dot. wor" nv.lI.ble for the cc)<jrts In 

"Ann Arbor. Blrmlngh.m. Lopeer CQunty. K.lam.zoo, Llvonlo, 
Muskegon County, St. Joseph'~ Coonty, •. South ./j.ven. emf SOtlthtleld. 

Prob.te Court--lnc""'Plote dot •• er" reported by courts 10 six 
locotloru;. " 

TeK.s--FI~uros r"port~ on t~Is t.blo oro. b.sl><! on ~,n Incompleto 
numbor of nontMy reparts r"" .. lved for this court. rho reporting 
rote lor this court wos nlnety-soVon per<»nt. ~ 

J"l<plon.tl"" of dote locluded IntM coteg.orY: 
,~ Colorodo--W~ter COJrt--F "eel', neludes or 191 nol .ctlons flied ond 

pO$tJudQ"'-nt .ctlons tiled. 
/bet. were not ov.lI.ble for .11 c<llrts In tho st.to. 

11. cl." e.se Is countO!l ~!th tho filIng at p potltlon or cOllplo!nt. 
2A civil c.s~ Is c9\un~~ when ito's placed on th" co lender (h •• 

reochod Issw).' (! 

~" cIvil co." Is cou.ted .t tho notll of Issu6. 
5" cIvil c.se Is c<llntO!l In the Sllm<l w,y thr<llghout the stote. 
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TABLE 25: Domestic relations caseload fo~ tri~ courtf-c ~::iion~ caseload. Disposed and end pending as a 
State population. Courts re~ortlng f~~~~e in pending. Filed per 100,000 popl,lIatlon 
Percent of filed .. Number an percen A t Ch.n]e In 

S1'.te .nd cour1' title 

Af.bam.--Clrcul1' Courtl ••••••••••••••••••• 
Ataska--Superlor COurt1 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Arlzona--Superlor court1, •.••• , ........... . 
Ark.ns.s-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Chancery ~mrJ Probate Court' ••••••••• " ... . 
Couniy court1, ...... ~ ...... If ...................... . 

Cat Ifornfa--SUperlor COurt1 ••••••••••••••• 
Coforado--D1str1ct Court' •.••••••••••••••• 
Connectlcut--STATE TOTAL ................. . 

Superior" Court! ••••••••••••• , •••••••• ft ... 
Court of C01Irron Pleas 1 ........................ '" .. .. 
Probate Courtt .......................................... . 
Juven I Ie COurt1 ......................................... .. 

Oetlilware--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 
Superior Court' .•• , ........................ . 
F.mlly COUrtl ......... ,: ............... .. 

District of Columl.,..-Superlor Courtz .... . 
florldo--Clrcult COurtl ................... . 
Georgla--Superloi'" C()Urtt ............... T •• ~ 
Guam---Sup«)rlor Courtl ~ .......................... . 
H ••• II--Clrcult COUrtl ................... . 

ldaho-STA'IE TOTAL ....................... . 
District COurt1 .... , •••• , •••• , •••••••••••• 

M.glstrates Dlvlslonl ................. ;)' 
Iliinols--Circult Courtl ................. . 
Indlono--$uperlor COurT end Circuit 

Court' ................................ . 
10 •• --Dlstrlct c..1urtl ................... .. 

Kansas--Dlstrlet Coortl ................. .. 
Kentucky--ClrculT Court' ................ .. 
M.ln_STATE TOTAL ....................... . 

Superior courtl ....................... .. 
District Courtl,I ............... ' ...... .. 

M.ryl.nd--l:;lrcult COurtl ................. . 

~·4ass!lchusetts--rrobdte Court' ............. .. 
Michlg.n-STATE TDTAL .. ",~"""""""" 

Circuit courtl ......................... . 
P"obote Courtl ......................... . 

MI nnesot.--County court3 ................ .. 
Mlssoorl--Clrcult Court .nd 

Court of ~n Pleas.' •••••••••••••••••• 

Ne. Jersey--STATE TOTAL ............. i ... .. 
So rlor Court (Ch.ncery Division) .... . 
Ju:nlle .nd Domas1'lc Ilel.tlons Court

' 
.. 

New Mexlco--olstrlct Court l .............. . 
Ne. York--STATE TOTAL ................. ~c .. , 

Su ~ Court' •• ~ •••• _ •••• _ •••• ,. •••••••• 
Fa~IY COurt',I ....................... .. 
Surroglltefs Court' ••• _ •••••••••••••• • ___ ~. 

North C.rolln.,..-olsrrlct COUrtl .... ,· .... .. 
North D~ot.-Dlstrlct courtl ........... .. 
Oh Io--cb'urt of Cc:wMon P~el5s1. ~;" .......... . 
Ok I ahcm.-,.D I s+r IctCOurtl ................ . 
Oregon--~TATE TOTA~ ..................... .. 

Circuit COurtl •• ~ •••••••••••••• t • ., •••••• 

County COUrtl ........................... . 

' .\ 5 per-can 
• of filed pending 

state 
popul.tlon 

In 
thouslinds 

3,834 
401 

2,518 
2,241 

22,839 
2,767 
3,095 

598 

670 
9,132 
5,286 

102 
929 

911 

11,434 

5,446 
2,919. 

2,333 
3,611 
1,115 

4,212 

5,743 
9,202 

4.005 

' .. 4,871 

184 
1,,561 

719 
89,\ 

7,356 

1,252 
n.720 

5,739 
651 

10,795 
2,91~ 

2,51 0 

BegInning 
pending 

20,204
' 15,9~31p 

15,9331 

12.669P 
12.533 

92 

44 
1531' 
153 

7,854 

43,2581 

437 
8,031 

5,960 
1,882 
4,078 

5.8,704 

47,292 

31,151 1 

,31,15I.J, 
01 

4,410 
4,129 

281 

7,46BP 
7,468 

13,139.1 
6,961 1,. 
6,17B 
5,984 

33,780 1p 
3,631 

30,1491 

20,646 

21;,5701 
28,772 
11,9991p 
11 ,9991 

Flied 

45,548 
6,227 

, 41,76~1 
29,809 
27,853 .. 

1,956 

175,16oJ 
45,475 
19,701 
16,561 

19 
2,948 

173 
10,218 

324 
9,894 

7.281 
81,985 
57,573 

816 
14,656 

13,517 
. 2,802 
'10,715 
93,%5 

74,667 
941 

25,973 
30,384 
9,537: 

!,2,OJa 
. 7,4991 

39,065 

45,207 
96,5561 

. 90,3321 

b;224 1 

9,OH;J 
15,5041 
14,2~oJ 
1,214 
4,792 1 

12,7G41 
9,997 
2,7G7J 

102,5G3 
29,103 
73,460 
17,558 

282,444 1P 
9,573 

272,811 1 

49,311 
4,944 

97,126 
39,644 
29,357 
29,336 

21 

-------~ 

Disposed 

47,01'3 

38,2581 

26,407 1p 
26,407

' 

151,I:sal 

1~,231P 

15,048 
19 

164 
292P 
292 

6,830 
77,331 
56,9471 

919 
12,327 

12,454 
2,8~9 

9,605 
83,532 

67,480 
8241 

22,7771 

26,304' 
4,984 1 

1,567 
3,4171 

32,467 

93,015 1 

88,151 1 

4,864 1 

11,588 

7,471J 
15,789 
14,524 

1,265 

10,05oP 
.10,050 

100,5821 

28,1851 

72,397 
16,851 

281,3031 

9,381 
268,6471 

3,2.75 

45,?P 
4,4G81 

95),466 
44,563 
26,227 Ip 
26,2271 

End 
pending 

23,709 1,. 
IS,817 l p 
15,817 1 

14,191P 
14,046 

92 

53 
18sP 
lS5 

8;305 

43,9471 

334 
10,360 

7,023 
1,8'5 
5,188 

70,875 

54,479 

33,3331 

33,3321 
II 

4,062 
3,835 

227 

15,0901 

7,B49 1 
7,241 
6,691 

39,5701p 
3,823 

35,7471 

24,044 

27,8481 

23,853 
13,111 Ip 
13,17i l 

End 
Disposed pend I n9 

103 

92 1 

86 

91 
100 

95 

90 

94 
94 

113 
84 

92 
102 
90 
89 

90 
87 

87 

77 

83 

83-l 
102 
102 
99 

99 
96 , 

93 
931 

9B 
112 

85 
484 

31 

57 

114 

41 
71 

52 
65 
48 
75 

73 

<11 

26 
27 
18 

74 

10 
38 

40 
131 

60 

Nwnber Percent 

(-1,465) 

',5051 
-1161p 
-116 1 

(24,022J) 

17 1 
-lip 
-II 

1,522P ,', 12P 
1,513 12 

o 0 

9 
321' 
32 

451 
(4,654) 

689 
-103 

2,329 

I,O~3 
-47 

1,110 
12,171 

7,187 
(1231 

\,ml 
(4,080) 

(471) 

(6,5981 

2,1821 

2,181 1 
11 

II ,54sJ) 
-3~8 

-294 
-54 

1,951 1 
S881 

1,063 
707 

192 
5,59BI 

(1,660) 

20 
21P 
21 

6 

18 
-2 
21 
21 

15 

-8 
-7 

-19 

-1 

151 

131 

17 
12 

16 

-4,919 -17 
(I,lnlp) IO.lp 
1,1721 101 

Flied (dls
pose6) per 

100,000 
populotlon 

1,188 
1,553 
1,6591 

1,330 
1,243 

87 

7~7 

1,643 
637 
535 

I 
95 

6 
1,709 

54 
1,655 

1,087 
89B 

1,089 
BOO 

1.518 

1,484 
308 

1,176 
822 

1,113 
841 
855'1 
183 
673 1 

927 

7S7. 
1,049' 

9B21 

68 1. 
(289) 

176pJ:1! , ---,. ,... 

1.428 
!,118 

310 

1,394 
396 
999 

1,402 
1,5941p 

54 
1,540 

116) 

S59 
739 
900 

1/361 
1,170 

,,1,169 
I 

\ 
~', 

t 

St.te ond court title 

Pennsy I V.n I ""-Cour+ of Common P leos I .... .. 
Puer-to Rico-STATE TOTAl ................. . 

Superior COurtl •••••• ~ •••• , ••••••••••••• 
Olstrlct"COUrf l ........................ . 

Rhode IsI.nd-famlly COUrtl .............. . 
South C.,."lIn'--F.mlly COurtl ............ . 
South D.kot""-Clrcult Courtl,I ........... . 

Tennesse ... ·-STATE TOTAL ................... . 
CircuIt COUrtl ......................... . 
L.w ond Equity COUrtl .................. . 
Choncery Court' ............................... . 
General SeSSions Courtl; I ............. .. 

Texas--orstrfct COUrtt,f_ •••• , •••••••••••• ., t 
Ut.I1--0Istrlct Court .................... . 

Yennont--ST~TE TOTAl ..................... . 
Superior Court' .......................... . 
District COUrt1 ........................ . 
Probate Court' ............................ .. 

Vlrglnl""-STATE TOTAL ................... .. 
CIrcuIt COurtl ......................... . 
District COurtl ....................... .. 

St.te 
popul.tlon 

In 
thous.nds . 

11,865 
3,115 

957 
3,041 

689 

4,462 

13,498 
1,364 

BeginnIng 
pending 

25,268 
14,487 
14,120 

367 

Flied 

110,870 
35,033 
32,101 
2,932 
5,134 

47,9401 
25.979 

209 
18.914 
2,838 1 

Disposed 

107,126 
34,201 
31,205 

2,996 

42,869 
3,135 1 

151,6021 148,7161 
10,371 

End 
pendln2 

29,010 
15,319 
15,016 

303 

97,2451 

495 -----------------------------:-------.1.314 
2,433 
1,161 

114 
5,284 

5,109 
3.194 

70B 
1,207 

81,533 
32,190 
49,343 

6,425 
2,~3 
2,308 
1,194 

73.714 
29,956 
43,758 

2,998 
2,704 

167 
127 

As percent 
of flied 

End 
Disposed pendIng 

97 26 
98 44 
97 47 

102 10 

59 
85 
24 
11 

Ch.nge In 
~dlng 

" ------
Number Percent 

3.742 15 
832 5 
896 6 
-64 -17 

4\/.316 -31 

271 II 
-1,600 -91 

13 11 

Flied (dis
posed) per 

100,000 
.Pglu I.tlon 

934 
1,125 
1,031 

94 
536 

(J ,410) 
(4551) 

1,0741 
582 

5 
424 
641 

1,1231 

760 

1,026 
641 
142 
242 

1.543 
609 

Wash logton---Superlor Court' t ... ~ ..... It ....... .. 
lIes1' Vlrglnlo--Clrcul:t COurtl ............ . 

3,886 
1.920 

126 
92 

326 
99 
90 

93" 
89 

17.819) 
12,234) 
(5,585) ",' 934 

Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court .nd County 
I" 

Court .............................. .. 

~56 

4,631 34,794 

44,805 
1,235 

40,946 

1,205 

32,775 

286 98 23 12 30 

42,963 eo 105 8,169 24 

Note: ~II .v.lI.ble d.t •• re entered In the t.ble .nd 0'" ·~proprl.te c.lcul.tlons .re Included. BI.nk sp.ces Indlc.te th.t either the 
dota were not .v.ll.ble or the calcul.tlons were not oppropr.I.te. 

St.te tot.ls represent reported d.t .. only, .hlch m.y or may not Include .1 I of the .ctu.1 c.s"lo.d Information. 
- • Not .Ppllc.ble. 

lOot. ore not cCXl1p lete: 

Arl~on~-o.t. do not Include .doptlon cos~s fr"" M.rlcop. County. 

Ar~.ns •• --Choncery .nd Prob.te Court-/'endlng .nd dl'posed d.t. do not Include .doptlon C.ses. 
Georglo--Pendlng end dlspOsec d.t. do not InclUde c.ses filed before Joly 1, 1970. 
K.ns.s-Dlstrlct CoUrt--Pendlng .nd dl,posed figures do not Inelude .doptlon C.ses. h~\\ 
H.'ne--Dlstrlct Court--Dlsposltlon dati! were .Vell.~le for the seCOnd h.lf oLthe r<portlng perIod only. No dl.;ifsltlo!.'deta were .V.lI.bIe 

for support/custody c.ses. Only C.'.'s, Belf.st, Lincoln, Rock I.nd, and Wlsc.sset reportod support/custod/fc.ses filed. 
Mlchlg.n--Clrcult COUrt--<lnly dIsposed figures Oero aV.fle'ble for the follOWing countlB$: Cllnfon, Hfllsd.le, L\IVlngSfon, O<klond, Osceol •• .nd "'·tne. Thel"O.ore no d.ta oval lobi" for J.ck""n County. 

Probate CO\\rt--lnc""plot~doto ~ere UV.lloble f,'an court. 16Cated In Ch.rlevolx, Genesse, ~oce, M."Iuette. W.yno, .nd We~ford. 
North D.~ot"';-o.t. do not "nclUde ca.e. Invalvlng ter-mln.tlon of p.rent.1 rights. 

I-/evod.--O.t,. were ov.fI.ble for only'one court locotlol)--the Second Ols1rlct (\I~shoe County). Approxlmotelv 'hIenty-flve percent of the '1ot.I state popy I&t~bn lives In thIs county. " 

1-/0. JOl'Sey,,-SUperlor COUrt--Pandl ng and dl sposod figures do not Inc lude dot. for contested. ddoptlon c.ses. fill ngs .re ccr.lplete. '0 
Ne. York--F;;mlty COtlrt"IncQl1\plete dat. Wel"O reported trQl1\ the eourt loc.te.: In Klogs County. 
North D.kot.--Dlsposod dot. reported do not InclUde tennln.tlon of p.rentoj.'rlshts "ases. 
OhiO-Pending ddt. wel"O not reported for- dJl c.t"lPrlos. ,( 

Oragon--Clrcult COUrt--olsposltlon end pending dot. de not InClude Odoptlon c.ses. 

.' South D.kot.--O.t. reported do not Include any CASes ~Isposed by·'the I.wyer pl.~lsrret"s or I.y m.glstr.te/ell>rks who serve the court. 
Tennosseo--Ge""r.1 SeSSions Court--o.to were reported for only 14 out of e POSsible 92"courts. 

Tex •• --O.t. reportod he ..... 1"0 based on" les. th.n cQl1\pleto number of ilDnthly st.tlstleal reports rl'celvod. The reporting r.te for this court w.s nInety-eight percent. 
JCxPI.ndtion of dat. Inelude~ In tho ClJtagot")': 

C.flfornla--o.t." Include onnul ... nt,· dlvorco, .nd s"p.rote ""'Inten.nce c •• es. 
" 10"--The disposed tlgo .... represents tit<) nt/mor of cos~s cl;:;'edby fonn.1 he.rlng. Ii 

Missourl--D.to m.y Include'"somo appo.1 cosos. . 

Montan.,..-Cosos fncludo marrlago dissolutIon, ·'nv.Ud morrloge, log.1 soperatlon,. URE.St'I (outgoing .nd IncOlllng), end p.ternliy. 
Nebr •• k""-I'I led figures Incl\lde the number of roopened c.se. pl.ced bofore the District Court. 
New"Hdmpshlre--Probate 'COUrt--DatD InclUde Involunf.t")' CQI1\mltmont (montal he.lth) c.ses. 

Po.ta .e .... not ovoll.blo for oil courts In the st.te. 

lA cIvil caSe 
21\ civil <:ose 
31. clvO C.so 
SA cl vII <:ese 

,'. " 

Is countod with tha fll,ng of 0 petrtlon C)r C","pl.lnt. 
Is counted when it Is plae«/ on tho "olend.,. (hes h.ochod 
Is cc>i)nted .t the note of Issuo. 

I. not counted In thl) s."':" •• y throughout tho stote. 

Is~uo). 

o 

1,153 
64 

884 

69 
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TABLE 26: Estate caseload for trial courts, 1978. '-' 'c 

State population. Courts reporting estate caseloac;l. Disposed arid end pending as a percent of filed. 
Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

State end court title 
.::) 

AllJskll-S~~.el"lol" Court' ...................... . 
Arlz0n~?uperlor .~ourt' ••••••••••••.•••••• 
ArkDnS&'J~hancery anc! Probate Coui-t 1 ....... .. 
Cal Utr:nlo--supertor Courtl .............. . 
eoforliido-Olstrlct Court ... md 

Denver Proberts Court 1 .............................. .. 
eo.,nectlcut-Probate Court' ................... .. 
Oela\lfare-~rt of Chancery' •••••••••••••• 
District of COlumbl.~SuperIO<" COUrt2 ••••• 
Florld.--Clrcult COUrtl.: ................ . 
Guam-Superior Court ............................ . 
H ••• II~lrcult COUrt l .................. .. 
1 d.ha-STATE TOT/I. ....................... . 
COlstrlct COUrtl ......................... . 

MAgistrates DIvision l ~ ...... o .............. . 

IllInols~Ircult COUrt1 ................ .. 
Indl.n.-STATE TOT,IL ..................... . 

SuperIor Court and CircuIt Court1• ~' ..... .. 
Probllte Court t .................................................. .. 

JOllla--D1 sirlct Court' .'; ......................... . 
Kl::nslIs-D I str I ct Court 1 ............................. . 
Kentucky--Dlstrlct COUrtl ................. . 
M.ryl.nd--Clrcult Courtl ................. . 
Mcsslilchusetts-Probliite Court 1 ................. . 
Mlnnesoto--COUnty COUrtl ................ .. 
MI5osourl-Probliite COurt1 •••••••••••••••••• 
Montanc--Dtstrtct COUrtl ...................... . 
Nebrlllsklll--COUnty Court1 ................... . 
Heveda--ols1rlct Courti ................. . 
New Hampsh I re--fTQbllto CourtS ................ . 
Ne .. Jersey-Superior Court 

• nd County Court2 ..................... . 
New York-STATE TOT,IL .................. .. 

Family Courtl ........................ .. 
Surrogates I Court I ........................ . 

North Caroline-Superior- Court' •••••••••• 
tlorth Dekoh-STI>TE TOTloL ............ _ .. .. 

DIstrict Court'; ...................... .. 
County Court • I th 

Increased JurlsdJcltoo l •••••••••••••• 
County Prob.te Co>,rt l ................ .. 

Ohlo-~rt of ~n Pleos 1r ••••••••••••• 
"Okl.homo-{)Istrlct COurt l ................ . 

Oregon--STATE TOT,IL ..................... .. 
Clt'cult COUrtl ........................ .. 
District COUrt l ....................... .. 

State 
populatlen 

In 
thousands 
--4-0-1-

2.518 
2.241 

22.839 

'2.767 
~ 

598 
670 

9.132 
102 
929 
911 

60gl"" ln9 
pending 

28.756 
14.431 1 

FI led 
851 

7.907 
7.270 

63.774 

7.267 
42.736 

6,820 2,351 
2.440 

42,941 
827 155 

7.182. 1.912 
3.873 3.891 

15 9 

Disposed 

8.007 
3.7431 

59,780 

2,OU 
2.453 

39.915 
941 

1.644 
3.165 

C,l 9 
3.856 "0:, 3.882 .3,156 

34.154 28,~53 

End 
pending 

28,558 
14.7971 

7.16) 

41 
1,450 
4,599 

15 
4,584 

13.227 28,730 25.767 76.190 
63,825 24,196 20.993 67,028 

_9"'.,,4:;:02=-_....,.4"'."'5.:,34:-_.,.:.4"'. 7c:,7.:,4 .-_9.16~ 
~ 24.218 17.1J61 

2.333 8.5671 9.420 
3.611 8.1041 34.756 15.909 
4.212 632 471 
5.743 54.890 
4.005 17 .401 1 5.581 1 

4,B71 11.102 
784 3.704 

1.561 
--7-19-

894 

7.356 
17.720 

10,'795 
2.913 
2.510 

21;966 

45.706 

68.J681 

16.260 
15.223 
14,685 

10.865 
4Bl1 

13,019 

978 
53.3001 

7861 

52.5141 

32.602 
\\ 3,7tH 

35 

7i,480 
13.901 
6,722 
6.521 

6.978 
9.625 
2.497 

10.IlIO 

82.0461 

9201 

81,126 
30.841 

2,611 
15 

1.124 
1.472 

73 ... 430 
16.29S 
6,365 
c ~085 

26.951 

22.e:;41 

47.467 

70.629" 
15.867 

, 15.580 
15.127 

77 
County COUrt l ........................... " 

As percent 
of fl led 

End 
Dlspesed pending 

101 362 

94 

85 )0' 
101 
93 

607 26 
86 :ISlO 
81 118 

100' 167 
81 118 
83 
)Xl .' 265 
87 277 

105 202 

46 78 
75 

87 
67 
94 208 

--9-5-.-~ 

6~ 
.\3 

58 
82 

114 
232 
232 
115 
294 

Change In 
pending 

Number Percent 

-100 (-1 
3661 31 

(3,994) 

343 
(3) 

(3.026) 
-786 .. 95 

168 4 
726 19 

o 
725 19 

(5.801 ) 
2.963 
3.2~3 5 
-240 -3 

'18.847.1 23;)1 
(1611 

161 1 .,1 
11.477) 
(1.207) 

615. 3 

-I341p -291p 

-1341 -291 

1.761 
11.150) 

(20) 

t~15) 

1315) 
(4.050) 
-2.393 

357 
442 
-65 
-19 

" 

-46 
-5 

FIled (dis
posed) per 

100 .• 000 
popu lotion 

212 
314 
325 
279 

263 
1.381 
J9~ 

~~ 
152 
206 
427 

.1 
426 

"299 
'.528 

444 
83 

BJO 
(404) 
?63 

15 
956 

(174) 
228 
472 
696 

1.456 

13 
(4631 ) 

(511 
(458)" 
568 
578 

298 
275 
-~ 

477 
268 
260 

3 

.~! 
PennsylvlIInlc--COUrt of CaMen Pleas1 •••••• 
South Ookota--Clr~ult Courtl ••••••••••••• 

143 
395 

1.401 

67 
128 

19.616. 
4.4861 

U3 
147. 

19.551,. 
3.4991 

95 
117. 
95 
93 

199 
115 
99 
781 

1 65 
(987!) 

165 ','1;:0 
65il • ' 

Tennossec--STATE TOT,..,. ..................... . 
Law .nd Equity COUrtl .. ~ .. ~ .......... .. 
Chlllncery ~.ourtl ........ ;~ ••••••••••••••• 
Circuit COUrtl ....................... .. 

Texas-~nty Court lilt LlIIW, ~stltutlonol. 
County Court. and Probl!to c-:'IUrtl j 1 •••• 

Ut.t.--DIi·lrlct COUrt l ................... ,. 
Vermont--Probate COurt t •••••••• " •••••••••• 
Washlngton--S~perlor to.;rt"..,. ...••..•...•. 
Wisconsln~nty Court ............... .. 
~yomJng-ol:ltrlctl)COUrtl •••••••••••••••••• 

13.498 
1.364 

';!Xl 
3,886 
~,6JI 

431 
41.929 

1.639 
209 

1.347 
83 

57.574 1 
3.426 
3.m 

13;539 
27.551 

2 •. 190 

2.174 
2.417 

23,.,38 

3.496 
10.5001 

" 81 
77 

102 652 
(714) 

23 

---37-- w~ 

5 
30 

421i 
~,51 
629 
348 

45,697 67 166 3.768 595 
.~ ______________________________ ~'08 

Note: All available data lire entered i~ the table II!Ind all cpproprfllte colculatfoll$ are tncludod. 810nk sp~ces IndJcoto that e~thor tho data ~o not 
evalleble or the CtJlculatlons were not ·dppr~rlote. 

State tetals represent reported dota only, which rDlJ'f or mBY m.. '(netude all of the octual caseload I nformotion. 

_'I. Not appllceble. 

'Dattt ere not c:anplete: 
Arkonsas-olsposltloo and pendIng data do not InclUde guardlanshlpl 

conservatonhfp/trusteoshlp or other estate ClIse5o. 
lowc-Olspdsed date do not Incl~de glJardIGRsh'p/con5~rvatorshlpl 

trusteeship cases. FIIIr\gs ·a"e canplete. 
KlIInsas~temlnctloo of desceqt end mlscel taneous probate £ctlons 

.re not Includod".ln tho I\,Ied dot •• 
/llnn.sot.-P.ndlng .nd fl led Ilguros Includo prob.te/wlll./ 

Intestate data onlV. DisposItIon date ere canpleta. 
lew York--FemJly Court--I!1COttplete data WBra reported fran"Klngs 

County. . 
Surreg.tes'(COUrt--flllng figure does not Includo admlnlstr.tlon 

proceed I og5o. gUlIIrdlansh Ip/conservatorsh tp/tru,stoesh Ip, or 
other estate. _ 

NevDdc-Deta W8.,:,eI byal h,ble for on1y ono court 10catlofJ--the 
Second Ol.trlct (W •• ...,. County). o\pproxl,..tel y twenty-five 
percent of tho total state popul.tlon Ilvo. In the county. 

,;.' 

Ohlo--Pendlng data do not Includo alnor's settlement cases. 
Sotlrh O.koto--flgure< do not Includo dot. lor c •••• h.ndled by the I.y 

or l~'1Y~l~ magIstrates Ctf the ClrOJlt Court. 
Textis--Doto contlllined In this toble are based on less than tho 'tot,,1 

posslblo nunbor of m:",thly reports. recelve~ 10r thcno cOJr1's, The 
reportIng rote was nlrioty-so~" porceht. 

Vonnont-~ndl ng data do not I nclUds cases flied bofore 
, JlInu&ry 1. 1910. 

JExpl.n.tlon of dot. Includod In tho c.tegory, 
Kontucky--Beglqrfng F·,ndlng c ....... ro tr.nsferred to -tho 'O'lsIrICt 

Court upon It. Inception. 
PQ.atll vere nqt ovolloblct for 011 cairts In the stafo. 

IA civil c.~ Is ",ounted wIth the 1I11ng 01 • petition or """pl.lnt, 
2" civil co!tO Is coun1ed when If Is placed on the clIJenldor (has 

reached f ssue). 
Sir. clv11 Clise Is not counted I n the Sam! wet throughout the 5tote~' 

r 
I 

I 
! 
i 

I 

I 
I 

)) 

TABLE 27: Mental health caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting mental health caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of 
filed. Number and percent change in pendi!1g. Filed per 1CO,OOO population . 

St.to .nd court title 

A l.sk.--Supe~lor Courtl .................. . 
Arlzona--Superlor Court' •••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas-ooChancery and Probate Court1 ••••• 
<:.11 forn I .--Super lor Court t .............. . 

Color.ck!-Dlsr.:.lct Court. Denver Prob.te 
Court •• nd.l)enver Juvenll" COUrtl .... . 

Connectlcut-Probote Court1 .............. . 
Oelaw~''re--Superlor COUri,1. ~ ~ •••••••••••••• 

Dlstrll* of Columbl.--Superlor Court2 ... .. 

Florld.-C·'l'cult Court l "' ................ . 
1lllnols-oClrcult COUrtl ................ .. 
K.ns.s--Dlstrlct Courtl .................. . 
M"ne--Olstrh:t Courtl ................... . 

Mlch Ig'~'·-Prob.t .. courtl ................ .. 
Mlnnesoto-County COurP ................ .. 
Montona--Dlstrlct COUrt1 ................. . 
Nev.d.--Dlstrlct Courtl.I ............... .. 

Now Yorl<-Fomlly COUrtl.I ............... .. 
North O.koto--STATE TOT,IL ............... .. 

County Court with Incre.sed 
Jurlsdlctlon l ....................... .. 

County Probate COUrtl .................. . 

Ohlo--Court of Comnon Ple.s l ............. . 
Okl.h""",-olstrlct Courtl ............... .. 
Oregon--STATE TOTloL ...................... . 

Circuit Courtl ......................... . 
County COUrt1 ••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••• 

Pennsy Iv." I a--Court of CONmn P le.s I ..... . 
South O.kot.-r.:lrcu.lt Courtf ............ .. 
Tennosseo--STATE TOTloL ................... . 

Circuit COUrt2 ........................ .. 
Ch.ncery COUrt l ......................... " 
L ••• nd Equity Courtl .................. .. 

Ut.h--Dlstrlct Court! .................... . 
Vennont--STATE TOTAL" .................... . 

District COurtl ........................ . 
Probate Court 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

W •• hlngton--Supes·lor COUrtl .......... , ... .. 
West Vlrglnla-oClrcult COUrtl ........... .. 
Wlsconsln-oClrcult Court .nd County COU" 1 

Stote 
""pul.Hon 

In 
thousl!lnds 

401 
2.518 
2,241 

.22,~39 

2.767 
3.095 

59B 
670 

9.132 
11,434 
2.333 
1.115 

9.202 
4.005 

784 
719 

17.no 
651 

10,795 
2.913 
2.510 

II.B65 
689 

4,462 

1.:364 
49B 

3.886 
1.920 
4.631 

As percent 
of tiled 

Beginning End End 
_p~e:::n:.::d:!..l!!ngL_.!F.!I.!I~ .. d~-'D::.I!.:s:l!p~os:::e:::d~--lp!!:e~n~d~1 n,q Ol'posed pendl ng 

359 (j 

1,169 

92 

64 

1,302 

1,103 

:330 

72 
71 

521 
730 

1.102 
4,055 

2.933 
1.969 

5B:l 
680 

13,156 
B.693 
1.929 

6461 

7.,B6 
2.620 
3.77~,. 

3,773 
o 

9.025 

939 

301 
575 
63 

870 
430 
428 

2 
3.334 

905 
7,997 

69s.l 

4.081 

2.834 

571 
6B2 

12,749 
6,4B6 

91 

1,00. 

957 
47 

7.589 
2.894 

8,792 
4961 

450 
44B 

2 

(\ 1,062 
2,080 

1.268 

104 
62 

1,525 

0 1 

829 

597 

52 

" 1 

364 
1.648 

101 

97 

98 
100 

97 
9B 

77J 

100 
110 

97 

105 
105 
100 

117 
69 

43 

18 
9 

18 

0 1 

32 

7 

12 

12 
50 

40 
55 

Ch.nge In 
pending 

Number Percent 

(-26) 

99 8 

12 13 
-2 '-3 

(407) 
223 17 

(B6h 

-3 
-274 

267 

-20 
-20 

o 

-157 
91B 

-25 

8' 

-26 
-28 

-30 
126 

Filed (dis
posed) per 

100.000 
PCjlU I.tlon 

90 
(2s.l ) 
49 
18 

106 
64 
97 

101 

144 
76 
83 
581 

<.1J;" 
( 154) 

(47) 
(7) 

70, . 
90 

150 
150 

o 

76 
(721 ) 

21 
7 

IJ 

1 

64 
B6 
86 
<f 
86 
47 
65 

Note: 1111 .v.ll.ble d.t •• ro entered In the t.ble .nd .11 .pproprlate colcul.tlon> .re Included. BI.nk sp.ces IndlcMa th.t either the dot .... ro not 
.v.ll.b Ie ·or. the c.1 cu I.tlons were not approprl.te. 

St.te tot,~IS repra.en! I'''ported d.t. only, which m.y or may not Includo .Il of th~ .ct.ol c.sei".d Information. 

-. Not .pplleoble. 

ID.t. ore not eomp I ete, 

Molnc-D'i~posltjon doto wera ovoll.ble for the sec"nd holf,'" tho r""ortlngperlo'd only. Only August •• B.ngor.··.nd Portl.ndr""orted c ... s filed. 
Mlchlgon-Incomplote dota were roported by the courts lo".ted !n Ch.ri'eYolx,' Genesse. Luce, M.rquetto. W.yne ond Wexford. 
tjev.do--D.t. "'re ovo.lI.ble for one coort locotlon only--the Second District (Wos""o County). o\pprOl(I"",tely 

twenty-five percent of the tot.1 .t.to popul.tlon lives there. 
Nell Yorl<-lncomJiI"te dot .... re r""orted for the court lo~tloned In Kings County. 
South D.koto-Figure:s reported do nol Include c.ses disposed by ·the loy m'9lstrotes or lawyer maglstr.tes of the Circuit Court. 

JExplonatlon of dota Ineludod 10 the ""t09ory' '" 

Arllono--D.t. ropcrted re~r~sont the number <:f civil (395) .nd cdmln., (~03) ..,nt.1 he.lth he.rlngs held. 
Mont.n ... oCc."s reported Include .... ntally I! land Inoorl.tlon (=m.ltmont "oses.) 

lA clvli e.se Is counted wlth·'the Hllng of • petition or canpl.lnt. '.~' 
2" civil c.se Is counh.d when It I. placed on t~7!\londor (has reochod Issue). 
(S" chll'""se I •. counted .t tho note of Issue • . ".j " 

71 

1\ 

o 

a-

1,\ 
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TABLE 28: Civil appeals caseload for trial c6urts, 1978. • . 
State population. Courts reporting civil appeals caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent of 
filed. Numberand percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population , 

St~te ~nd court title 

AI.sk.--Superlor courtl .................. . 
C~llfornla~Superlor Courtl .............. . 
Colorado--Dlstrlet Court and 

Denver SuperIor COurt1 .................... • ~,.. .. .. 
Conn~'~cut--SuPe:l"'lor Court

'
, ............. . 

Oelewl:lr~Superlor Court1 ........... ,. •••••• 

State 
popu latlon 

fn 
thousends 

2.767 
3,095 

598 

Beginning End 
-"'r=r.",d,,,ln,,9,----,F:...I:..:I;;:.e::.d _;;:.·D!;IS"'p:::o::;se::::d:.........t:p::.en~d~l!!ngl!.-

206 

113 
293 

J!,893 

800 
163 
253 

11,014 

124 
152 

152 
394 

As percent Change In 
_~o:!.f..!f~I.!;le:!!d~ _____ ".,=n:::d!.:ln:;o9:....._ filed per 

End 100,000 
Disposed peM'lng Number Percent population 

93 

76 
60 

93 
156 

(B791 

39 
101 

35 
34 

51 
52 

29 
, 5 

42 

---- ------------- ------ ------ ----
District of Columbl.--Superlor Court2 ... .. 
Florld.--Clrcult courtl ................. .. 
Ho.all-STATE TOTAL ..................... .. 

District Cour;~J ........... J.~ .............. . 
T.x Appe.1 Courtl ..................... .. 

l.d.ho--Dlstrlct Courtl ,J ................. . 
II II no Is--CI rcuIt courtl ................ .. 

Kentucky--Clrcult courtl ................. .. 
Mlil ne--Superlor Court1, ................................ .. 
Maryland--Clrcult COUrtl ................. . 
Mlch Ig.n--STATE TOTAL .................... . 

Circuit Courtl ......................... . 
Court of CI.lmsl ...................... .. 

Nebreska--Workme:ni;s Compe'''Isetlon COt.lrt~, .... .. 

670 
9,132 

929 

911 
11,434 

3,611 
1,115 
4,212 
9,202 

1,561 

Ne. Hampsh Ire--Superlor Court5............ 894 
Ne. York--STATE TOTAL..................... 17,720 

Supreme Court .nd CounTI Courtl ....... .. 
Court ,of CI.lms l ...................... .. 

North D.kote--Olstrlct COUrtl.... ......... '" 651 
Ohl<>-STATE TOTAl.......... ............... 10.795 

Court of Cern""n Pleasl ................ .. 
Court of Clalmsl ...................... .. 

Okl.hom.--STATE TOTAl ...... : .............. . 
Dlstrlet courtl ........................ . 
Court of B.nk Revle. I .................. . 
Court of Tax Revlew l .................. .. 
Workers' Compens~tlon COUrt4 •••••••••••• 

Oregorr--Tax Court1 •••••• "~'. '" .............. . 

Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL .................. ,. 
Superior courtl ........................ . 
District Courtl ....................... .. 

Rhode Isl.nd-SUperlor Courtl ............ . 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAl ................... . 

Circuit COUrtl ........................ .. 
L •• ond Equity Courtl .................. . 
Chancery COurt1 .......................... '" 

2,913 

2,510 

957 
,,4,462 

444 

277 
252 

25 
2061 

135,871 

32 

3,478 
2,279 
I~ 199 

662P 

651 
11 
o 

124 

525 
905 
109 
62 
47 

271J 
117,538 

1,089 
212 

Z,B6~ 
1,161 1 

66~1 
495 
796 

3 
6,425P 
6,425 

131 
4,4.61 
2,478 
1,989 

1,051P 
1,051 

6 
o 

138 

2691 

265 1 

4 
505 

11,264 
8,217 

334 
2,713 

329 
596 
79 
54 
25 

240l 
116,420 

1,97~ 
260 

2,015 
1,1121 

5201 

5!rl 

a 
5,23oP 
5,230 

115 
4,209 
2,~20 

1,989 

12,046 
1,19. 

5 
o 

10,851 
138 

640 

307 
260 
47 

237J 
136,074 

27 

3,838 
2,5:51 
1,301 

521P 
510 

11 
o 

124 

63 
65 
72 
87 
53 
a!ll 
99 

99 
123 
70 

120 

267 
8IP:' 
81 

88 
94 
90 

100 

113 
83 
o 

100 

122 

282 
419 
100 

87.1 
116 

1201 

9S1 

149 

900 

86 
102 
65 

i~ 
49 

183 
o 

196 
\3091 

30 
a 

22 
31J 

203 

(16) 
(-48) 
(849) 

49 1 

1461 

-97 

44 

1\ 
3 

aa 
15.1 
<I 

-5 -16 
(I,I95PI 
(\,1951 

(161 
360 10 
258 II 
102 9 

-141P -21P 
-141 -22 

o 
o 

o 

-39 1 -18 1 

-391 -181 

o 

78 
10 
12 

7 
5 

301 
1,028 

51 

<I 
36P 
36 

20 
41 
23 
18 

(4141 
36 
<I 
o 

07J) 
6 

91 

9 1 

<1 
53 

'252 
1~4 

:'8 
Ii' 

Texas--ofstrlct Court', '... •••••• •.• ....... 13,498 67.787 1 28,167' --20-9-1 -25,5881 

Utah--Dlstrlct Court!..................... 1,364 217 16 
VerllOnt-SuperlorCOurtJ.I ................ 498 402J 332J 3661 36s1 lIoJ ll1J ~3.;J -aJ 67J 
Vlrgl.lo--Clrcult COUrtl .................. 5,284 2,617 1,738(.) 66 (879) 50 
W.shlngton-Superlor COurtl ............... 3,886 549 14 
West Vlrglnlo--Clrcult court1............. 1,920 453 495 903 45 Ji12 9 -408 -90 '.' 26 
Wisconsln--Circult Court .nd County Courtl 4,631 1,091 942 841 1,227 89 130 130 12 20 

t-:-;;-=:------~----------"----:------.:.......-~-~ 
Note: All av.llable dota .re entered In the t.bl" .. nd ~/I appropriate c.lculatlons ar" Included. Blank spaces Indicate that either thodota wore not 

... ".ble or the calculations .ere not approprl.te. 
"St.te tot.ls represent reported data only, ,which may or may not InclUde .11 of the actual caseload Info/"IMtlon. 

- ~ Not .pp I Ic.ble. 

lOot. are not COI11p lete: 
Mlchlgan--ClrcultCourt--Dnly disposed figures .ere .vallable for the following ~OJntles: Clinton, HI\I.~I", L.lvlr!iJston, Oakland, Osceola and 

Weyne. There >lere no d.t~ .v~ll~ble for J .. ckson County. 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court--Dota given do not InclUde appeals of trl.1 cOJrt cases. These cases are Included"by casetype In the data on the cOJrt 

statistical profile In P.rt II of this report." .. ~;f', ' 
Tel(as--D.to r"Ported are based on a less th.n complete , .. mber of IrOnthly statistical r"Ports received. The rE!>ortlng rate for these cOJrts WaS 

n I nety-e Ight percent. 
"JExpl.natlon of d.t. Included In the category: 

leaho--D.ta m.y Include some Juvenile .ppeals In .ddltlon to the clvll..oppeals. 
" Vermont-oat. also Include orlmloal opPaal~, habeas corpus, and ;>asteonvletlon r<rnedy cases. 

Pn.to were not oval lobI. for ~II courts In the .t~te. G 

'A civil 
211 civil 
4A civil 
'SA civil 

case 

case 
case 
case 

Is counted With the filing of a petitIon or complaint." 
Is counted When It Is pl.ced on the calendar (h.s rellChed Iss""l. 
Is It ,new cl~lm or ~n ~nclliory proceedIng to .n e><15tlng claIm. 
Is not counted In t~ Same >I.y tl)roughout the state. 

f. 
" 

<:" 

TABLE 29: Civil jury and non-jury trial d!§~Ositions, by case type, 1978. 
State and court. Civil case((fpes. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case type, number of jury 
trials, jUiy trials as a percel~ of dispositions and of trials 

State and court tl tie 

Alaska: 
Superior Court •••••• " ••••• -
District COurtl ........... -

Call f-lrn I a: 
Super lor COurtl ••••••••••• -

Justice COurt1 •••••• u •••• -

Municipal Court l •••••••••• -

CoJorado: 
Counf,~ COurt l ............. -

Connecticut: 
Superior COurt1 ••••• H •••• -

Court of Coc:umn Pleas' .... -
De I aW2ire: 

Super lor "Court , ••••• " ••••• + 

District of Columbia: 
Super lor COurt2 ........... + 

Florida: 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

\IC~rcultCOurtt ••• ,.. __ ••••• - + + 
Couniy Court l , •• ,_ .......... + 

Georgi a: 
Super lor Court 1 ............ ? 

" St.to Court .nd Coun;y 
.~ \ ·Co~rt.sJ., ••• I';. •••••••••••• -

HawlIll; 
Circuit COurtl ............ - + 

+ 

D!~tr!C!t Cot:ot1 ••••• "' ••••• = '+ 
+ 

(I' 

Idaho: 
District COurt1 ........... _ +"-

Maglstr.te's Dlv lslonl .... 1): + 
'1\-::- -

illinoIs: 
Circuit COlJrt1 ........ u ... ~. 

Case type 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

- ,c. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ + 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

Jury/ Number of 
trlol dlsposl-
deflnl-' tlo05 per 
tlon case type 

A 

,~ 
A 

C 
C 
C 
C 
B 

B 

F 

F 

C 
C 

C 
C 

c 

A 
A 

C 
C 

A 
A 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 

C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

II 

64,426 
2,047 

151,138 
219,414 

24,201 
9,189 

318,013 
271,604 

9,189 
51,926 

24,487 
28,8951 

2,352 

5,012 
32,756 

202,810 
201,511 

56,541 
46.031 

128,369 

1,213 
1,399 

229 
12,327 
2,903 

126 
7,290 
1,325 

660 
145 

929 
2,849 

)0 

240 
3.87aJ 

/\ 621 
H,613 
'9.605 
3,156 
9,777J 

196,5n 

Number 
of 

trials 

344 
209 
658 

4,228 
514 

142,189 
112,953 

17,209 
1,709 

244,838 
77,757 

3,451 
4.238 

120 

412 
733 

142,5701 
137,930 

29.607 
12,128 

5,899 

!1') 

76 
6 

67 
299 

59 
141 
SOO 
55 
22 

250 
1,561 

6 
123 

1,381J 
82 

7,524 
7,125 
1,992 
1,85901 

Trials 
.. a 
percent 
of dlspo-
5 Itlons 

11 
6 

11 

25 
94 
51 
71 
19 
17 
29 

38 
B 

5 

8 
2 

70 
68 

5 

5 
5 
3 

<1 
10 
6 
2 

38 
8 

15 

27 
'.55 
60 
51 
36J 
13 
60 
H 
63 
19J 

Number 
of Jury 
trials 

36 
14 

2,042 
55 
13 

944 

17 

621 

47 

188 
o 

'3,045 
100 

309 
1,752 

945 

37 
13 
1 

20 
90 

1,737 

Jury 
trials Jury 
as a trials 
percent as a 
of dlsp:>- percent 
sltlons of 'lTlals 

<I 

.,3 

3 
<1 
<I 

<1 

<I 

<I 

<I 
<II 

o 

2 
<1 

<I 
4 

<I 

<I 
<I 
3 

10 
7 

48 
II 
<I 
<1 

<1 

43 
91 

46 
o 

2 
<I 

14 

16 

63 
17 
17 
30 
30 

(continued on next pagel 
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TABLE 29: Civil jury and non-Jury trial dispositions, by case type, 1978. (continued) 

State and couri- i-li-Ie 

Indiana: 
Super lor Court and 

Circuli- COurt l •••••••••• -
Coun1y COurt1 .............. -

Probate COur'tl .............. + 
lo\Jo Iclpal Cour1" of 

Mar Ion County 1 •••••••••• + 

+ 
+ 

Case type 

+ 
+ 
+ 

Juryl 
trial 

Number of 
dlsposl-

deflnl- tlons per 
i-Ion case type 

A 
A 
A 
A 

A 

25.716 
62,094 
2,896 
6,33sJ 

16,387 

Number 
of 

trials 

5,930 
12,917 

598 
5,1Q9.! 

982 

Trials 
as a 
percent 
of dlspo
s Itlo05 

2~ 

21 
21 
81J 

6 

Number 
of jury 
trials 

52 

-------------~-----------'.:,~-- ------
Iowa: 

District COurtl ••••••••••• -

Kansas: 

District COurtl ••••••••••• -

Maine: 
SuperIor COurt" ............. + + + 
Dlstr Ict COur1"I ••••••••••• + 

Mary land: 
Circuit COuri-I •••••••••••• + + + 

Mlch 19.n: 
Circuit COurtl •••••••••••• - + 

Dlstrlct,.cour1"I ••••••••••• + 

Comm:m Pleas Court 
of Detrol tl ............... + 

Municipal COurtl •••••••••• + 

Minnesota: 
Dlstrlci- COur~ ••••••••••• -
County COur~ •••••••••• '~' •• + 

Missouri: 
Clrcul1" Couri- and 

Court" of Common Pleas 1 •• - + 

New Hampsn Ire: 
Superior CourtS ............. + 

New Jersf.WY: 
Super lor Court" and 

County COurtZ ••••••••••• - + 

County Dlstrlc1" COurtl •••• - + 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ + + 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ + 

+ 

+ + + 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ + 

C 
C 
C 

C 

A 

C 
, C 

C 
C 
C 
C 

C 

C 
C 

C 
C 

C 

C 

A 

A 
II 
A 

A 

59,978 
17,1361, \ 
42,392 

22,7771 

5,811 1 

7,1161 

6,693 1 

3,4171 

3751 

62,687 

6,4691 

88,151 1 

5201 

17,5391 

131,7571 

55,9761 

58,584 1 

1,618 
36,131 

118,208 
4,883 

189 
4,460 

17,594 
8,649 

36,889 
1,1,588 

1;538 

7,674 
37,404 
32,2851 

H 6,350 
H 10,050 

B 37,667 
B 3,704 
B 17,686 
B //160,022 
B 40,535 
B ~7,020 

12,660 
5631 

5,447 

4771 

1,0791 

748 1 

1,1051 

2171 

17 ,123 

4121 
2,2221 

141 

8801 

5,231 1 

8,8631 

11,331 1 

201 
5,605 
7,192 

745 
47 

893 

7,690 
2,513 

18,551 
2,524 

356 

710 
9,810 
7,647J 

931 
401 

3,840 
802 

1,201 
3,490 

14,555 
35,002 

27 

12 
16 
6 

15 
25 
20 

44 
29 
50 
22 
23 

26 
24J 

15 
4 

10 
23 

7 
2 

36 
38 

1,071 

o 
66 

'21 
6 
o 

959 
169 

227 

2,552 
o 

318 
15\ 

18 
16 

o 

Jury 
trials 
as a 

Jury 
trl.ls 

percart 85 a 
of dis po- percen i-
s I tlo05 of tr I al" 

<1 3 
<IJ <IJ 

<1 5 

2 .6 

51 761 

<II 31 

01 01 

II 221 
<11 101 

<11 <11 
<11 <II 

o 0 
<1 
<1 
<1 <1 
o 0 

<1 <1 

6 12 
2 7 

24 

7 66 
o 0 

2 26 
<1 4 
<1 <1 
<I <1 

State and court title 

New York: 

Civil Court of 1-he City 
of New York1 •••••••••••• -

District Couri- and 
City COurtl ••••••••••••• + 

Surrogate1 s Court' •••••••• -

Nor1-h Caro II na: 
Super lor Court 1, •••••••••• + 
District COurt1 ........... + 

Ohio: 

+ 

Court of Cormxln Pleas 1 •••• - + 

County COurtl ••••••••••••• - + 

Municipal COur1"1 •••••••••• - + 

Oklahoma: 

District COurt l ••••••••••• - + 

Oregan: 
c' Circuit COurt1 •••••••••••• + 

Ponnsy Ivzmlo: 
Court of Comnon Pleas 1 ....... 
District Justice Courtl ••• + 

+ 

t 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

"Case type 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

:!! 
uO 

tt $. 
~ - ~ 

" + 0" olJ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

'" -+ 
~... ~ 

" " ::I!'" 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Juryl 
trial 

Number of 
dlspos 1-

def I nl- tlo05 per 
t Ion case ty po 

II 77,545 
A 56,602 

II 115,778 
A 81,126 

C 69,023 
C 39,796 
C 169,275 
C 45,913 

C 20,2391 

C 2,220 
C 44,861 
C 179 
C 3,691 
C 2,532 
C 2,307 
C 17 ,484 
C 163,578 
C 49,095 
C 17,300 

A 8,46~ 

A 26,190 
II 95,425 
,~ 7,894 
II 44,563 
A 16,295 
II 2,894 
II 1,192 
A 11,3951 

C 26,227 1 

"A 19,921 
,. A 158,289 

Number 
of 

trials 

7,027 
2,177 

5,221 
1,707 

4,565 
l~,056 

161,153 
39,351 

3,0551 

421 
9,627 

35 
109 
117 
154 

1,610 
4,979 
1,144 
1,191 

1,251 
1,746 

11,265 
'1,906 
5,481 

237 
143 
239 

1,851J 

5,615 
37,014 

----------------------------------------------~~ 
Puerto R leo: 

Superior COur'"l ••••••••••• + 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

Dls1rlct CCur1-1 ••••••••••• + 
+ 

+ 
+ 

Rhode Island: 
"District Court' ............ + 

,\, 

/I 2,647 
A 4,687 
/I 466 
A 9,281 
II, 31,205 
/I 304 1 

+ /I 46,829J 
/I 35,665 
A 2,004 
/I 880 
/I 2,996 

+ A 4,798 

G 17,413 

371 
505 

76 
899 

3,949 
1241 

1,4131 

2,685 
293 
105 
428 

1,007 

2,741 

Trials 
asa 
percent 
of diSpo
sitions 

9 

5 
2 

1 
33 
95 
86 

151 

19 
21 
20 
3 

7 

9 
3 
2 

7 

15 
7 

12 
24 
12 

I 

20 
16J 

28 
23 

14 
11 
16 
10 \. 
13 
411 
31J 
8 

15 
12 
14 
21 

16 

Number 
of Jury 
trials 

17. 
584 

611 
3~1 

59 

9681 

172 
533 

2 
2 
4 
2 

144 
188 
39 
33 

1,898 

Jury 
trl.ls 
as a 

Jury 
trials 

percent as 8 

of d I spo- percent 
sli-Ion< of trl.ls 

<1 
1 

<1 
<.1 

<1 

51 

8 
1 

<1 
<1 
<I 
<1 
<I 
<1 
<I 

10 

<I 
27 

13 
3 

<1 

32 1 

41 
6 
6 

2 
3 
1 
9 
4 
3 
3 

34 

(con1"lnued 00" n9(1" page) 
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TABLE 29: Civil jury and non-jury trial dispositions, by case type, 1978. (continued) 

Case 1ype 

State and Court 
Title 

South Carolina: 
Circuit Court' •••••••••••• -
County Court, Clvl' Court, 

and Criminal COurt1 ..... -
Magistrate COurt1 ......... + 

South Dakc.ta: 
Circuit COurt1 •••••••••••• 

TEbCas: 
District COurt1 ........... -

Justice of 1he Peace 
Coury' •••••••••••••••••• + 

Coun1y Court at Law. 
Constitutional Coun1y 
Court, and Probata 
Court l ••••••.••••••••••• +-

Utah: 
District Court' ••••••••••• -
CI1y courtl ............... -

Verroont: 
Superior Court1 ••••••••••• + 
District COurt1 ••••••••••• + 

Vlrglr.la: 
Circuit Court' •••••••••••• + 

Washlng1on: 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ + 
+ 

+ 

+ 

Superior COurt1 ••••••••••• - +' + + 
Olstrlct Court and 

Justices of the Peace1 •• + + 

"'Isconsln: 
Clrcul t Court a~' 
. Coun 1)' Court I; •••••••• "'!- - + 

-)'<- - . 
+ + 

Wyoming: 
District Court~ ••••••• ~;, •• 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ + 

+ + + + 

+ + 

" ,Jury/ Number of 
Itrl al dl SIX's I-
de! I n 1- tlons per 
tlon case 1ype 

A 

A 
A 

E 

C 

C 
C 
C 
C 

A 

A 
A 
A 
A 

C 
C 

A 
B 

B 

C 

C 
C 
C 
C 

C 

C 

H 

27.947J 

17.36IJ 

109,4~r 

9.6231 

4.7251 

15.2821 

148.7161 

25.5881 

80.391 1 

49.3961 

0;6391 

23.3851 

4411 

20.59sJ 
26.063 

3.413 
3.916 
6.416 

21.726 
984 

10.311" 
29.956 

1,738 

62.300 
32.775 

" 50.017 

9.1781 

Number 
of 

trials 

39sJ 
55.684 

2.051 
111.922 

3.210 
22.105 

53.093 

3.149 
593 

1.190 
19 

2.481J 
2.567 

562 
245 
392 

4.889 
294 

2.036 
16.136 

681 

8.446 

4,,572 

3.,143 
10.474 
4.819 

-------

Trials 
asa 
percent 

,,of dispel
,5ltlons 

12J 
10 

16 
6 
6 

Number 
of Jury 
trials 

386 

458 

671 
149 
79 
9 

27sJ 
46 

73 
16 
o 

1.065 

5 16 
32 76 
10 495 

Jury 
trl.ls as JII'Y 
as a trl.ls 
percent es a 
of d I slX'- percent 
s I tlons of tr lals 

<I <I 

51 3CJ 
<II <IJ 
21 IsJ 
21 sJ 

II 21 
21 25 

<II 7 
21 47 

IJ IiJ 
<I 2 

2 
<I 
o 

6" 

17 
<I 
<I 
8 

<I 
<I 

I 

13 
7 
o 

26 
,59 

I 
<I 
20 

13 

<I 
<I 
10 

Note: All available data are entered In the table and all appropriate calculations are InclUded. Blank spaces Indicate thtlt the data ware not 
available or calculations wera Inappropriate. 

-- = Not a~pllcab Ie. 
+ = Data ~'Se given for these case types. 

l~. 

(\ 

\: 

(\ 

j 

I 

IOsta are not complete: 

Connectlcut--Court of Comrron P leas--Oata are given only ~Ior family 
docket and nonfamlly dockot cases. " 

'Iowa--Estate does not InclUde 
guard I ansh Jp/conservaiorsh Ip/trusteesh Ip cases, a category 
""Ich represents 20% of the estate filings. 

Kar.sas--DomastIc Relation cases do not Include adoptions. 
Maine-Superior Court--Trlal data do not Include URESA cases, but 

do I ncl ude ""tr .-ord I nary wr Its. 
District Court-As a result of the Implement~tlon of the new 

reporting systan, data WOre available for the second half of 
the reporting period only, and additional data were missing 
from several counties. 

Mlch Igan--Clrcult Cour1---There were no data avollable for the 
following counties: Clinton, Hillsdale, Jackson, Livingston, 
Oakland, Oscoo la, and Wayne. 

District Cour1---There Were no data available for the tollowlng 
courts: Ann Arbor, Birmingham, Lapeer County, Kalamazoo, 
livonia, Muskegon County, St. Joseph's Couni':!', South Haven, 
and Sou~--:lf'eld. 

Ohlo--COurt of Comnon Pleas-i'rort data only Include personal 
InJury. ", 

Oregon--The number of dlsp:l~lftlon5 do not Include Law and Equl1y 
cases. Domestic relation cases Include only marrIage 
dissolution cases. 

Puerto Rico-Superior Court--Does not InclUde appeals of trial 
court cases. 

South Oakota--Data do not Include full-time equivalent Lay 
Magistrate or Lawyer Magistrate cases. 

Texas--The District Court reported 98% of their monthly relX'rts, 
"" lie the Justice of the Poace Court reported 7'/1., and the 
Texas Coun1y Court at law, Constitutional Coun1y Court and 
Probate Court reported ~'/1.. 

{,' 

WY'Jf11lng--flgures do not InclUde estate data. 
JExplanatlon of data Included In the category: 

Idaoo--other Inc ludes ex1l'.-ordl nary wr I ts. 
I ntilana-Probate Court--Inc ludes some Juven lie, a category ItIlch 

represents 11% of the 'Iota I dlsp:ls Itlons. 
Missourl--Other Includes extra extra-ordlnary .,...Its. 
Oklahoma--other Includes extra EbCtr a-ord 1 nary wr Its. 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court--other civil Includes extra-ordlnary 

wrl~ . 

South Cara Ilna--Other category could mean any categoJ'y, it Is not 
broken down I n the state prof lie. 

Texas--The Olstrlct Courts' Jury trials Include directed verdicts. 
Utah--Olstrlct Court--other clvl I Includes ""traordlnary .... 11'5. 

IA civil c.s~::::is counted with 1he filing of ~ petition or canplalnt. 
2A civil C8!:ie Is counted lIhen It Is placed on the calendar (has 

reached Issue). 
3A c1vI' caSe Is counted at the note of lssue. 
5A civil case Is not counted In the sane way throughout the state,~, 

Trial definition: 

A = A trial Is counted It 1rled 10 Judgment, completion, verdict, or 
decision. 

B = 1\ Jury trial Is counted lIlen the jury selection begins (first 
Juror Is drawn). 

C = A Jury trial Is counted >hen the Jury Is slOrn (Impaneled). 
o ~ A non-Jury trial Is counted at the poInt 'Idlen -an openlrg statenen1" 

or the Introduction of any evidence occUrs. 
F = A trial Is countal lIlen It has officially begun. 
G = A non-Jury trial Is counted at the IX'lnt ""en an opening 5t.te""nt 

or the Introduction of arrt evidence ocaJrS. Guilty pleas are 
not counted as trials'. 

H = A trial Is not countal In the same way throughout the state. 

)) 
'J , 
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TABLE 30: Criminal caseload in general jurisdiction, limited Jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Disposed'and end pending as a percent of filed. 
Number and percent change in pending 

State and un I t of count 

Informations, indictments, or complaints 

Alaska ••••• .' ••••••••••••••••••••••• ,'; •••• 
Arkansas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guam ..................................... ·, 
Illinois •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I nd I ana ••••••••••••••••••• ~.' ••••••••••••• 
Iowa •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Maine ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mary land •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts ••• aa ss •••••••••••••••••••• , 

Missouri •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
f.bntana ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Jersey •••••••••••••••• p ••••••••••••• 

North Dakota •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma ................................. . 
(Y.-egon •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Rhode Island ••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••• 
Sou1h Caro II na ............. " •••••••••••• 
South Dakota •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tennessee ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Utah •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Verrront ................................. . 

Wisconsin ............................... . 
Wyo~lng ••••••• ~~ •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Number of defendants 

Alabama ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arizona ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
California •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Co lorado ................................ . 

Connect lcut ...................... " ••••••• 
Delaware •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIs1rlct of Columbia •••••••••••••••••••• 

Florida ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Georg la ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hawaii •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Id.ho ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kentucky •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Loulslana ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlchlg.n •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Minnesota ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nebraska ••••••••• ••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

4101 

8,958.l 
340 

81,811 1 

27,019 
55,266 
7,919 
1,900 

13,6891 

<\0,810 
9,559 

30,584 

45,4651 

4,398 

1,261 
33 

_19,824 
604 1 

5,766 

Genera I lurlsdl etlon courts 

FII.d 

1,190 
14,284.1 

685 
517,975 
44.123 

177,024 
25,211 

5,444 
36,103 

19,020 
2,842 

27,084 
1,057 

59,348 
16,097 
3,181 

30,3osJ 

28,148 
3,444 

82 
,. 42,977 

1,404 

Disposed 

1,145 
13,260,1 

593 
488,507 
. 41,178 

158,68~ 

25,051 
5,349 

32,875 

18,330 
2,442 

25,651 
n 987 
56,419 
14,973 

30,86sJ 
116,399

'
J 

End 
pending 

293 1 
9,982J 

432 
93,024

' 29,664 
73,043 
8,079 
1,995 

16,9061 

35,468 
10,249 

32,017 

5,522 

3,305 1,425 
76 39 

38,305 24,601 
,,355

' 
655 1 

As perc.nt 
of tiled 

End 
Disposed pending 

~6 
9>1 70,1 
87 63 
94 
94 67 
90 41 
99 32 
98 37 
91 

96 54 
86 
95 118 
93 
95 
,93 34 

102J 2gj 

96 41 
93 48 
89 57 

Ch.ng. In 

--'!!!.'l!!l!!s.-

Number Percent 

(45) 
1,024.1 IIJ 

92 27 
[29,468) 

2,645 10 
17,777 32 

160 2 
95 5 

(3,228) 
-5,342 -13 

690 7 
(400) 

1,433 5 
(70) 

(2,929) 
1,124 26 

164 13 
6 18-

4,777 24 
49 1 8 1 

23.326 23.273 100 (53) 
14.005 13.671 6.100 98 44 ~34 6 
58.077 51.369 88 (6.708) 

12.415 15.025 15,837 11.603 105 77 -812-7 
3.851 3.871 3.797 3,925 98 lil1 74 2 

__ -'I",~59:_=4:__---::3:-'.'::2f93=-----=3:-'.c:4770:-......;I:'.~4"'17'-- _......;1"'0.::,5 ___ -'4"'3:.... -177 -11 
4,8U 28,332 29.056 4.091 103 14 -724 -1~ 

25,6031 

2,567 
6,972 

8,I981p 

2,240 
2,356 

95.842 82.!J48 86 (13.294) 
42.023 39.538

' 
28.341

' 
2.738

' 
'1' 

2,097 1,732 2.932 83 140 365 14 
29.219 28,275 7.916 97 
10,132 9.440 93 

'229.541 
17.744 1p 

10.678 
6,171 

19,094 1p 6,848 'p 

10,487 2,433 
5,611 2,916 

108lp 

98 
91 

27 

" 

944 
(692) 

14 

39'p -1,350Ip -161P 
23 193 9 
47 560 24 

Nevada •••••••• '!............ .............. 1,627 1 

N.w Mexico •••••••••••••••••••• '" •••••••• _-'2".~34"'5:.-_-::4:!J,..:9~49~ ____ ";4?"'6~97=--'2,,.,:.59~7T _--:~95=_----...::>2"'-- 252 11 
New york •••• , •••••••••••••••• Jd........ 9.825

' 
31.506 33.387 8,6081 106 (-1.88ll 

Ohio.................................... 6.583 31.575 30.603 7.555 97 24 972 15 
Pennsy Ivanta ••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••• 
Texas .................... ".~ ••••••••••••• 

Vlrglnl ••••••••••••••••• ,.;. ••••••••••••• 
Wash ington •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Number of charges 

Puerto R I co ••••••• to •••••••••••••••••••• 

No consistent d.flnltlon 

Mlsslsslppl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampshlre ••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••• 
North Carollna •••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••• 
West Virginia .......................... . 

26.279 72,562 65.672 29.009 91 40 2.730, 10 
6B.434

' 
86,2231 86.960

' 
65.697 1 1031 761 -2.7371 -4 1 

14.868 53.083 50,539 17.422 95 33 2.544 17 

18,210 

5,483 
18,448 
11,111 

14,278 13.817 97 (461) 

19,944 

8,082 1 

7,136 
53,278 
10,897 

G,578 
50,797 
6,118 

6,041 
20,929 
15,830 

116 

92 
95 
57 

76 

85 
39 

145 

-3.152 -17 

558 
2.481 
4.719 

10 
13 
42 

Beginning 
pending 

34,6141' 

4,184 

20,5oaP 
25,4871 

12,484P 
16,610 
1,548P 

25.05" 
5.020 

44.6801 

16.i'19 'p 
19.BB9P 

8.682
'
p 

25.812P 

4.9341' 
185.979'p 

20.7741' 

48.501 

Llmlt.d 

FII.d 

80,201P 

101,217 
209,OOIJp 

349,166 
17,662 

102,563
' 31,45-.JP 

78,959P 

47,8701 
19,186 

98,06" 
90,217

' 736,602 
43,078P 
87,311 
40,129P 

234.193 
78.72" 
38.303 

193,7280 
118.~64Ip 
356.W6

' 34.671 1p 

45.276P 

26,229P 
665.366

' 
P 

301.~88P 

487.I7I P 
1.003,9641 

285.840 
124,995 

56,63!? 

2,63" 

, 360.401 
129,67"p 

Not.: All courts In Loulsl.na, N.br.ska, N.w M.xlco. H.wall •• nd.O .• lawar. or. dlsplay.d In the number of d.f.n<l8nis grouping because 1II1s Is 111. III1lt of 
count for the g.neral Jurisdiction court In .ach of thes.states. O;,ta for all cou~ts In Mary land· .r. dlsplll'(ed wltl1 the nu.w.r of 
Inform.tlons. Indictments. or complaints grouping sine. this Is the unit of count fo.. g.n.~al Jurisdiction courts In this state. 

All av.'labl. data are .ntered In the tabl •• nd .11 approprlat. calculatlo"" .ro Included. !llank spac.s Indicate that .11IIor the dat,;; are."ot 
aval table or ttle calculations were n('lt 8pproprlete. 

For d.tall of Iohlch courts reported d.ta glv." on this table. 5.0 Tables 14 and, 15 th,,\- dlsplll'( detall.d Information on tho cas.load of gen ... ~1 and 
limited Jurisdiction courts. respectlv.ly. 0 

-- = Not app IIc.b I •• 

() 

! 
1 • 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
j 

I 

lurlsdlctlon courts 

As p.rcent 
of f lI.d 

End 

Ch.ng. In 
pending 

All trl.1 couris 

As percent 
of filed 

Ch.ng. In 
pend Ing 

Disposed 
End 

pending o Ispos.d p.nd Ing 
Beginning End 

Numb ... P.rc.nt pond Ing Filed 01 -X-~~-L-__ ~~~ ____ ~~s~po~s~ed~ __ ~p~.~n~dllln~9_ 
End 

DIsposed pend Ing Number 

69.654P 45.161P 

22.0551p 

298.762 
14.442 

91.8961 39.826
' 34. 146Jp 

23.672
' 19.957 3.413 

19.6151 

92.2151' 
81.176

' 671.048 
41.278P 
85.338 
16,763P 

207.790 
73.291P 
36.538 

164.870 
96.9821 

350.618 1 

33.349P 
44.335P 

342,201 Ip 
296.296P 
415.877P 
821.255

' 269.700 

26,358P 
34.528 1 

14,284P 
18.583 
1,757P 

30.489P 
6.785 

50.758
' 26.012
' 20.830P 

14,1681p 
30.4001' 
6.553P 

182.864
'
p 

87P 5i;P 10.547P 30P 

86 
82 

104 18 

94P 
901 

91 
96P 
98 

89 
93P 
95 

85 
821 

901 

98P 

27P 
38 1 

331' 
21 

39P 
18 

46P 

lOP 

[50.404) 
(3,220) 

10,6671 37'1 
(-2,689Jp) 

-771 

5.6501' 
9.041

' (65,554) 
1.00<1' 
1.973 

(26.403) 
5.434P 
1.765 

(28.856) 
[21.882 1) 

6.078
' 

94IP 

4,588P 
(71.294P) 

1182.709
' 
) 

( 16.140) 

-18 

14P 
12 

22P 
35 

18P 

_~59=.3"'9::.:Ic..P __ -"18"'.~0~18~P__ __-'1"'0.:;5I' ____ 3"'2::,P_ ...:&. 756P -131' 

34.1461' 
350.589 
100 893 1P 

58.313 

'oan. are not compl.te: 

97 
78P 

16 9.812 
(28 778

'
p) 

20 

410
'
p 

8,958.lP 
340 

81.811 1 

61.633P 
55.266 
7.919P 
1.90<1' 

13,689 1p 
40.a10l' 
9.559P 

30.584P 

20.264 3.7501 283 1p -127
'
p 

130.978
'
j 13.2601p 9.982Jp , 

685 593 432 87 63 I.O~ P 
517.975 48B.507 93.0241 94 
124.324P 111.132P 74,B25P 89P 60P (29,468! 
177.024 158.685 73.043 90 41 13.192 
25,211P 25.051 P 8,079P 99P 32P 17.777 

5,4441' 19.427' 1,9951' 160P 
137.320 32,9031 16,906

'
p 9~ 

209.00Ijp 3,217 P 
45.563 Ip 40.'"5 ip 35. 468P -5. 342P 
2,842P 2.;';21' 10.249

P :~P (5,178 'p) 

376.250 324.413 32.017P 86 (40<1') 

Percent 

-3l tp 
IIjp 

27 

21P 
32 

2P 
51' 

241p 

-131' 

10,719 15.429 82 51.837 

---;4~5~.4~6~5:rI;..P __ --;';59;Z;.3~4~8j-P __ -i56;;z:.4;.:1~9TP ____ ~4~8.;.3~323~lp 95P 13.290) I 
33.557

' 
118.660

' 
i06,869

' 
45.348' ---'9"'0,-,-----

38
-1..- -:-(2:::-.'::9"'2,<,9Pi-')'--___ Y-

34.63sJP 34,1461P 11.791 ' 35 
9.2321' 

1.261P 
4.217 

19.824P 
6041p 

20.508P 
31.253

' 

24.899P 
20.461 
3.142P 
4,815 

109.267P 30.86sP 

28.148P 
51.314 1 

19.268 
42j977P 

1,404P 

116.3991J 

26,9171 

20.033 
57,920' 

1.3551p 

121.391P 115.48sP 
104.222

' 
94,847 1 

794.679 722,400 

8,672P 

1.425P 
3,452 

24,60lP 
6531P 

26.358P 
40.628 1 

58,1031' 57.1151' 25,887P 
91.182 89.135 22,508 
43,.422P ,,20.233P 3,I74P 

-56at P 

104 18 
164P 

-765 
4,777P 

491p 

951' 
~II 
,~I 

9sP 
98 

(5.903)P 
39 1 9.375

' 172,262) 
4" 98sP 
25 2.047 

28.332 29.056 4.091 103 14 -724 
330.035 290.338 88 

50.658
'
p 120.748P 112.829'p 58.830

'
p (39.

6971 
7.587 40,400 38.270 9.117 95 8.172 P 
6,972 29,219 28.275 7.916 97 24 2.130 

-6Jp 

13P 
-18 
24P 

81P 

4P 
10 

-15 

_
__________ ~2~0;3~.8~6~0r---~17~4~.3~1~0~--------__ 86 27 944 

348.405' 96.982 1p __ -""-_______ (.-=29=.5",5:::0",,) ____ _ 

52.87nl p 
18.959 lp 
22.2451' 

2.3451' 
18,507

'
p 

32,395P 
31,213P 

254.4131p 
14.868P 

38.984P 

'.483P 
66.949 
II 111 P 

374.440
'
p 369.712

'
p 

45.349 'p 43.836P 
51.447P 49.9461' 
1,627

'
p 

31.178 
696.872 lp 
333.2631' 
559,733P 

1.090.187
' 338.923 

139,273 

76,579P 

IO,717 1p 
7.136P 

413.679 
140 568 1P 

4.697P 
375.588

'
p 

326,8991' 
481,549P 
910,215

' 320,239 
13,817P 

02. 474P 

40.724 
401,386 
107 071

'
p 

57.606
'
p 

28.445
' 23,746P 

2.597P 
22,776 1p 
37.95" 
35.562P 

248. 56.d P 
17 .422P 

33,076P 

6,041P 
79.242 
15 830P 

991p 

9sP 
86P 
83 1 

94 

46P 1,50lP 

252P 

liP 5.56<1' 
!78.184)P 

(179,972 1 ) 
( 18.684) 

___ I:.:08"'P'-__ ....::43P~ -5,900P 

851' 
19 

558P 

91 P 

7P 

liP 

I7P 

-I" 

!OP 
18 

AI.sk .... -G.n.r., Jur.lsdlctlon co"rt--P.ndlng data InclUde f.lony cas.s only 
Limited j .... lsdlctlon court-Disposed don. do not Inc Iud • 

Arlzon .... -Llmlted jur'sdlc+'on courts--Incomplet. data 0 mlsd~::nor or other criminal c.ses for the District Court. 
Arkans85--Lhiilted Jurisdiction couris-Ib dan. -e r wort·edr.pof r for ton locations of the Justlc. of 111. P."". and the fIlnlclp.' Court 

Ib d .~ .por or s.v.n locations of the Mun lei I C t. • 
ata wore reported for for1y-sev.n locations of the CI1y Cou t P II C pa our. twelve 01ll.rs r.ported only s Ix-oonths of dota. 

she others •. ;, r, 0 co ourt, and Justice of 111& Peace Court; Incanplete data were reported for 

~\ 
(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 30: Criminal caseload in general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts, 1978. (continued) 

Georgl .... -G.n.ral JurisdIction court--P.ndlng .nd disposed data.,do not Includ. cas.s filed before July I, 1970. 
Illinois-General Jurisdiction court-Pending data do not Include misdemeanors from non-suburban Cook Coun1y. 

Loulslana--Limlted Jurisdiction court--No data ws,:"o available for two loca1"lqns of thd Cliy Court and Parrlsh Court. Oata for thf! entire year for the 
remaining locations of these couris were esTimated, based on the data that were available of either eight or nine rronths. 

Malne--L1mlted Jurlsdlctlon--Dlsposltlon data were av.llable for the second half of the reporting parlod only. 
Maryiand--General Jurlsdlct~on court--Pendlng data do nOT InclUde sentence review only cases or adult offenses against Juveniles. 

Limited JurisdictIon court--Dispos.d data Includ. only adUlt off.ns.s against Juveniles In Montgomery Coun1y. 
Massachusetts-Limited Jurisdiction court--No dIsposed data were available for tho HOUSing Court, the Juvenile Court, ~r the District Court. 
Mlchlgan--General Jurisdiction cour't--Data were not avallablti: fran the Circuit Court located In seven counties. 

LimIted Jurisdiction court-No data were avallable tor nine locations of the DistriCT Court. 

Mlnnesota--L1j1llted Jurisdiction cOllrt--No pandlng or filed data were .val/able for other family criminal cos.s In the Coun1y Court. 
Mlsslsslppl-General JUrisdiction-Data were unavailable fran the court" In Tlshcmlngo County for November and December. 

Mlssourl--Umlted Jurisdiction court--The only cases reported for the St. louis Court of Criminal Correction were preliminary hearlrgs. Data do not 
Include,.mlsdemeanor cases from the Magistrate Court. 

Nevada--General Jurisdiction court--oata "!'Ore only available for the court locatEd In the Second District (Wasooe Coun1y)~ App-oxlmately twenty-five 
percent of the l total state populaTion lives In this county. 

New York--General Jurisdiction court--Pending data do not Include felony/misdemeanor Indictments outside New York CI1y. 

LImited Jurisdiction court--Pendlng and disposed data for the Criminal Couri' of the Cliy of New York do not InclUde non-traffic sUmrrons case. In 
addition, 109 cases disposed In this court could not be Identified by case 1ype. 

Ok 1 ahoma-Gel'Jera I Jurisdiction court--Pelldlng data do not Include po:;tconvlctlon remedy cases. 

Ore.gon--Uml"ted Jurisdiction courts--Data for the Justice Court were available for 30 of the 44 court locatloo:i. Data for the f.\Jnlclpal Court were 
available for lOB of the 170 court locations. 

Souffl Dakota--General jur I sdlction court--F Igur-as do not Inc lude data for cases hand lE"d b'i the lay or lawyer- mag I strates ktlo serve th Is court. 
Texas-All courts~AII data reported In 'ttI'ls table are based on an IncDnlp lete number of rronth Iy reports. The report I n9 rates for the var IOU5 courts 

were: Dlsirlct Court and Criminal Olstrlct Court--n!:ne1y-elght percent; Crnstl:tutlonal County Court tind Coun1y Court at Law--nlne1y-sev'~n percent; 
MunicIpal Court--ninety percent; Justice of the Peacs Court--seventy-seven' percenT. Pending data were unavallah.le for the Municipal Court and the 
JustIce of the Peace Court. 

Utah-Limited JurisdictIon courT--The only data that were available for the JUSTice Court were submitted by 161 of the 181 Justice .of the pead~. 
There ware no disposed data fran elffler the Justice Court or Juvenile Court. 

West"Vlrglnla-Limlted Jurisdiction court--Nlne out of twelve reports were received from L'~wls and Webster Counties. 
Wlsconsln-... Llmlted Jurisdlctlon--Data were reported for 163 of 219 court locations. 

Wyomlng-General jurisdIction court-Pending and dlposed figures given do not Include cases f lied before 1974. 
JExplanatlon of data Included In the category: 

Arkansas-General JurisdIction court-Data Include a nominal number of Juvenile cases and JuvenIle appeals. 
Massachusetts--Umlted JurisdictIon court--Flled cases Include DWI/DUI cas~s and operatlrg so as 10 endanger cases. 
Rhode Island-Umrted Jurisdiction courts--Mlsdemeanor data miI'f Include some traffic cases. 

South Carol t na--General Jur IsdlctJon court--outa reported Tnc lude crimi nal cases hand led by the South Carol I na Couniy COUt·t and the Civil and CrimI nal 
Cour;<-J both of which are courts of limIted Jurisdiction. 

South Oakota--General JurisdicTion court--SomA traffic cases may be InCluded In "the criminal cases dlsp:Jsed figure reported on this table. 
Poata were not available for all courts In the s~te. 
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TABLE 31: Composition of cri':'1i~al case filings in .general jurisdiction courts,1978. 
State and court, Cnmlnal case categones 

II .. 
..... ~, 
>-~ ,,'C o .. 

t 
" !f: " E -- '-- " " .. 

Crlmln.1 c.ses filed 

" g u -,,+ 
~ ~ 

- 0 'C- " " 
St.te .nd court title 'is ... .t"" d > ~ 

< 

AI.bama-<:lrcult Court •••••••••••••• X NH NH X 
AI.sk.--Superlor Court .............. 778 96 NH NH 151 
Arlzon.-Superior Court ••••••••••••• 10,390 568 NH NH 2,290 
Ark.ns.s--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••• 8,997 5,287J NH NH (j) 

)J 
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1l ~ " ~ " -.. > " ~ Jl I-

g 
I- e 
<D -
"" l-e U 

NH 
165 
133 

c<!lIfornla--Superlor Court ••••••• ~~::...:..::r.:l~,=O~:..~.:., _=--__ ::.\.~N_H _____ N_H _____ NH ____ N_H __ 2_,_7_08 ____ ~7-------____ _ 
Coloredo--Dlstrlct Court, !lenver 

Superior Court, !lenver Juvenile 
Court, .nd !lenver Probate Court •• 

Connectlcut--Superlor Court ••••••••• 
De I awaro-Superl or Court ••• ' ••••••••• 

*Dlsirlct of Col umbl a--Superlor Court. 

Florld.--Glrcult Court ............. . 
Georgl.--SUptirlor Court ••••••••••••• 

-Guam-SuperIor Court •••••••••••••••• 
H.w.II-<:lrcult Court ••••••••••••••• 

"Id.ho--STATE TOTAL ................. . 
District Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
H.glsir.tes Olvlslon •••••••••••••• 

*lIllnols--Clrcult Court ••••••• , ••••• 
·Indlan.--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••.•••••• 

Super I or Court .nd C I rcu I t Court •• 
Crlmln.1 C<.~lrt 01 Marlon Coun1y ••• 

*Iow.--DI sirlct Court ............... . 

K.ns.s--llls~lct Court •••••••••••••• 
Kentucky-<:Ircult Court \l •••••••••••• 

LoulsIDn ... -Dlsirlct Court ••••••••••• 
'" MDI ne--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••• 
M.ryl.nd--Clrcult Coul't •••••• , •••••• 
MlJssachu$etts--Superlor Court ••••••• 

Mlchlg.n--STATE TOTAL .............. . 
Circuit Court .................... . 
Recorder's Court of Detroit ••••••• 

Mlnnesota--Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••• 
Mlsslsslppl-<:lrcult Court •••••••••• 

Missourl-<:Ircult c(;urt end 
Court of Common Pleas ••••• ~ ••••• 

Mont.n.-Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••••• 
Nebr.ske--Dlsirlct Court •••••••••••• 
NevDdDt"'-Ors'trlct Court' .H •••••••••• 

New H.mpshlr.,..-Superlor Court ••••••• 

New Jersey--Super I or Court I Law 
Division .nd C~.ncery Dlvfolon) 
Dnd County Court •••••••••••••••• 

Now Mexico-DIstrict Court •••••••••• 
Now York-Supren:e Court .nd 

County Court ' .................... t •• 

North Ce~bllne--Superlor Court •••••• 
North Dol<ot;r.-Dlsirlct Court •••••••• 
Ohlo--Court of Common Ple.s ••••••••• 

·ill:I.hom.--Dlsirlct Court •••••••••••• 
Dregon-Clrcult Court ............. :j 
Pennsvlv.nla-court of COIl\11On Ple.sj
Puerto Rlco--Superlor CoUrt •••••• ':/. 
Rhode' Island--Superlor Court ....... . 
South C.rolln.--Clrcult Court ••••••• 

*South D.koto":-CIr'cuIT Court ••••••••• 
Tennesse .... -Qlrcult Court and 

Criminal Court •••••• {~ •••• " ........ . 

TeK.s--Dlstrlct Court ond ('rlmlnnl 
Dlsirlct COurt l ................... . 

Utoh-·Dlstrlct Court ............... . 
Vermont--S~perlor . Court ••••••••••••• 
Vlr~lnlo-<:'rcult Court .... ~ •••••••• 
W •• ~I"gtori--Superlor Court ••••••••• , 

West Vlrglnl.--ClrcUlt Co~rt ••••• , ••• 
Wisconsln--Circult Court and 

.nd County Court .................. . 
W omln --DIstrict ('.curt •••••••••••••• 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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IJ) 
NH 
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NH 

NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
NH 

NH 
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60 
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NH 

640 
NH 

NH 
, 61 

67 

IJ) 

115 
396 

4,595 

X 
X 

2,25:sJ 

3,241 

2,554 

22,102 
56 
Nt! 

589 

11,387J 
IJ) 
291 

632 

3,110 

NH 

NH 

NH 

219 

12 

NH 

NH 
593 

NH 
525 

844 

NH 
2n 

NH 

4,022 

NH. 
1,694 

NH 
NH 

60 

NH 
NH 

9,139 
9,139 

NH 

67sJ 

x 

NH 

NH 

NH 
51 
NH 
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45 
462 

NH 
Nt! 
NH 

1,498 

g 
-e " -.. L 
~ U 

23,326 
1,190 

14,005 
14,284 
58,077 

15,025 
3,871 
3,293 

28,332 

95,842 
42,023 

685 
2,097 

29,219 
3,113 

26,106 

517 ,975 
44,123 
42,199 

1,924 
177,024 

25,211 
10,132 

229,541 
5,444 

36,103 

10,618 
8,0821 

19,020 
2,842 
6,171 
1,6271 

7,136 

27,084 
4,949 

31,506 

53,278 
1,057 

31,575 
59,348 
16,097 

72,562 
19,944 
3,181 

30,30sl 

28,148 

86,2231 
3,444 

82 
53,083 
14,278 

10,897 

42,977 
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TABLE 31: Composition of criminal case filings in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. (continJed) 

Uote: All ava"able data are entered In the table. Blank spaces Indicate that the data are not available. 

x = The dati!!! fnr this casetype Zlre known to be Included In the total but were not Dv~llable\'oy category

NH = This casetype Is not handled by this court. 

*These states have a single-tier trl.1 court. These courts have no limited Jurisdiction courts under them, so Included in their caselead are cases that 

would be heard by limited Jurisdiction courts elsewhere. 

IOata ere not complete: 
Mlchlgan--Clrcutt Court--Oata were unavailable for seven countIes-
Mlsslsslppl--Uo data were ava"able from Tishomingo County, District I, f« the mo.ths of November and"December. 
Nevada--Data are available for only one dlstrlct--the Second District (\/.shoe County). This county contains 25 percent of the total state population' 
Texas--The figures reported for -this court are based on an I ncamp lete number of monthly reports. The report I ng rate wa. nl nety-el ght percent. 

JExplanatlon of data InclUded In the category: 
Arkansas--Appeell data lire tncl~de~ tn the mIsdemeanor fIgures-
Colorado--Data reported IncludEt felonIes, es well as cases filed as felonies but reduced to mIsdemeanors-
illinois-The misdemeanor figure Includes ordlnanco violations. conservation violations, and preliminary hearings In felony cases In the Circuit Court 

of Cook County. 
Iowa-AppealS flied are Included with felonies. 
Malne--Drdlnance violation data are Included In the otfier criminal flgur~. 
Mlchlgan-Clrcult Court--Felony figure Includes soma high misdemeanors that ace punishable by more than one year In rrlsen. 

Nebraska--Tfle felony Cl!Itegory may Include a few misdemeanor ClIses. . 
Pennsylvania-Felony/misdemeanor cases Include trial de novo for appeal; appeal Includes criminal ""peals frm District Justice Courts and other 

miscellaneous court ecttons. 
Puerto Rico-Appeal data are Included In all the other listed categories by casetype. 
south Carollno--D.ta Includes cases handled In the County Court and Civil and Criminal Courts, both of which are courts of limited Jurisdiction. 
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TABLE 32: Composition of crir:ni':lal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts 1978 
Stateand court. Crlmmal case categories ' . 

State and court title 

A I.bama--C I rcu I t Court •••••••••••••• 
Alaska--Superlor Court •••••••••••••• 
Arlzona--Super'or Court ............. . 
Arkansas--Ctrcult Court ••••••.•••••• 
Call fornla--Superlor Court •••••••••• 

, 
Colocado--Dlstrlct Court, Denver 

Superior Court, Oenver,~\,uvenl1e ',' 
Court, and Denver I'rOb~re CourtJ. 

Connectlcut--Suf'erlor Co'ilf-~J •••••••.• 
llelaware-Superlor Court .:1 ......... . 

*Dlstrlct of Columbla--Superlor Court. 

Florlda--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••• 
Georgla--Superlor Court ••••••••••••• 

*Guam--Superlor Court •••••• IO. IO ••••••• 

Haw.II--Clrclllt Cou'" ••••••••••••••• 
*1 daho--STATE TOTAL ................. . 

District Court •••••• , ••••••••••••• , 
Magistrates Dlvl'slon •••••••••••••• 

*1111 nol s--C I rcul t Court ••••••••••••• 
Indlano--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court and Circuit Court •• 
CrIminal Court .,f Marlon County .,. 

*Io'lta--Olstrlct Co,urt, •••••••••••••••• 

K.nsas--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••• 
KenNcky--Clrcult Court " •••••••••••• 
Loul slan ... -DI str Ict Court ••••••••••• 
Malne--Superlor Court ••••••••••••••• 
Maryland--Clrcult r,ourt ••••••••••••• 
Mllissachusetts--Superior Court •• IO •••• 

Mlchlgon--STATE TOTAL, •••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court. ",' ••••••••••••••••• 
Recorder's Court of Detroit ••••••• 

Mlnnesota--Dlstrlct Court .~ ••••••••• 
Mlsslsslppl--Clrcult Court •••••••••• 

Mlssourl--Clrcult Court and 
Court of' Commo~ P I ells •••.••••. '" 

Montan ... -DI strict' Court ••••••••••••• 
Nebraska--DI strl ct Court •••• , •••••••• 
Nevado--Dlstrlct Court l ••••••••••••• 
New Hompshlre--Superlor Court ••••••• 

New Jersey--Superlor Court (Lo. 
DivIsion end Chancery Division) 
and County Court •••••••••••••••••• 

New Mexlco--Dlstrlct Court •••••••••• 
New York--Supreme Court and 

County Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Uo"th Carorlna--Superlor Court •••••• 
North Dakot.-Dlstrlct Court •••••••• 
Of1lo--court of ComtrI>n Pleas ••••••••• 
Oklahoma--Dlstrlct Court ••••••••• ' ••• 
Oregen •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvllnta--Court of ConviDn Pleas •• 
Puerto Rico-Superior Court ••• '" ••• 
Rhode I s land-S~p.;;'lor Cour t •••••••• 
South Carolln.--Clrcult Court ••••••• 

'South Dokota--Clrcul t Court ••• , ••••• 
Tennessee--Ctrcu It Court and 

Criminal Court ................. . 

TexaS--Dlstrlct Court and Criminal 
District COurt l •••••••••••••••••••• 

Utah--Dlstrlct Court ............... . 
V .... mont--Superlor Court ............ . 
Vlrglolo--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••• 
Wtlsh'ngton--Suporfor Court •••••••••• 

West Vlrglnl.--Clrcult Court •••••••• ' 
Wisconsln--Circult Court and ' 

County Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
!ly",,1 n9--D I str I ct Court ••••••••••••• 
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13,671 
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15,837 
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3,470 
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82,548 
39,5381 

593 
1,732 

28,275 
3,020 

25,255 

488,5D7 
41,478 
39,642 

1,836 
158,685 

25,051 
9,440 
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'19,094 1p 
19,094 1 

10,487 

IR,330 
2,442 
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6,578 

25,651 
4,697 

33,387 

50,797 
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30,603 
56,419 
14,973 

65,672 
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TABLE 32: Composition of criminal case dispositions in general jurisdiction courts, 1978. (continued) , 

Note: All available d.t. are entered In the table. Blank sp.ces Indlc.te th.t the d.t. are not .v.II.ble. 

x = The d.ta fgr:_thls c.setype .re known to be Included In the tot. I but were not .v.llable by category. 
NH = Th I 5 ce,";:lfyp''-"to not hand led by the court. 

4These states have • slngle~tler trl.1 court. These courts "have no limited Jurisdiction courts under them, so Included In their c.seloed .re c.ses th.t 
would be he.rd by Ililiited Jurisdiction courts elsewhere. 

I Data' 'are not complete: 
Georgl .... -Dlsposltlon dat. Include c.ses flied between July I, 1970 and June 30, 1978 th.t were either disposed during or stili pending .t the end 

of 1978. 
1~lcti'1gan--Oata were unavaIlable for seven countIes. 
South Dakota--No d.t •• re Included for cases he.rd by the lawyer meglstr.tes or I.y maglstr.t,!/cl"erks who serve this court. 
Tennessee--No data are Included for courts In ten counties selected as ptlot sites for" the new canputerlzed str..ttstlcal Infonnatlon systan. 
Tex.s--The figures reported for this court are b.sed on .n Incomplete number of monthly reports. The reporting r.te was nlnety-elght percent. 
Wyomlng--D.t. do not Include cases Hied before 1974. 

JExpl.n.tlon of d.ta InclUded In the c.tegory: 
Arkans.s--Appeal dat •• re Included In the mlsdeme.nor figures. 
Colorado--Inclul1es felonies, as well as cas~ fl led as felonIes' but reduced to mlsdelOOanors. 
Del.w.re--Appe.1 dat •• re Included In the felony/mlsdeme.nor figures. 
IIltnols-lncludes oedln.n", violations, conserv.tlon vlol.tlons, .nd prellmln.ry he.rlngs In felony c.ses In the Circuit Court of Cock County. 
low.--Appeals disposed .re InclUded with felonies. 
Kansas--Appeal cases are Included In the fetony and mtsdeme.emor categorles. 
MlIlne--<lrdlnance vlol.tlon dat •• re InclUded In the othercrlmln.1 figures. 
Mlchlgan-~Ircult Court-Includes some high mlsdeme.nors th.t are punlsh.ble by more th.n one ye.r In prison. 
MtsSQurt--Fe"-.- j and mIsdemeanor d8ta m.eJY InclUde some 22ppeal cases. 
Nebraska--Thd f..3lony clltegory ml!)' Include'8 few mlsdemeonor c.eJses. 
Pennsy Ivanl a--f"elonyIMIsdeme.nor InclUdes trl.1 de novo for appe.l, and appe.1 InclUdes crlmln.1 ""peals from District Justice Courts .nd other 

miscellaneous court act'ons. 
Puerto Rlco--Appe.1 date are Included In .11 the other listed categories by cesetype. 
South Cerollna-O.t. InclUde cdses h.ndled In the County Court and the ClviO .nd Crlmln.I Court. 
South D.kot.--Some traffic ceses dlsposeJ .re Included with the crlmln.1 casas disposed reported on this table. 

') \, 
TABLE 33: Felony caseload for general jurisdiction courts, 1978. " 

State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony caseload. Disposed and 
end pending as a pe·rcent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 adult 
population 

Stete, court title, and unit of count Beginning End 

As parcent 
of flied 

End 

Charge In 
pending F lied (dis

posed) per 
100,000 adult 

Adult 
population 

In 
thousands _.Jp~e!!!n~dlJl n~9L_,.!.F 1.1 !!le!Ed!--1:0C!.I:!Ispl!!0~s~e!!!d_.I!p:!!e~nd!!.!l!!ln~g 0 I sposed pend I ng '* Number Percent popu latton 

Informations, Indlct,nants, complaints 

A laska--Super lor COuryci •••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas--Clrcult .COurt6 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Guam--Suparlor Court7 • ••••••••••••••••. ~ •••• 
Illlnols--Clrcult COurt7 ••••••••••••••••••• 
lowo--Dlstrlct Courts •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--Dlstrlct Court7 ••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
M8lne-Suparlor COurt7 •••••• u •••• ~ •• \> •••••• 

Missourl-~Ircult Court and Court of 
CcmtIX)n P le856 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Nell Jersey--Superlor Court (Low Division) 
and County Courts •••••••••••••••••••••• 

North Dakota-District Courts •••••••••••••• 
Okll1homa--D\'strlct Court6 •••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon-~lrcult COurt11 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Island--Superlor courtt' ............ .. 
South Oekota--Clrcult courtl ,6 ••••••••••••• 
T.nnessee-~ Ircul t Court and 

Criminal COurt6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vermont--Super lor COurt6 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Wisconsin-Circult Court and 

County Courts ........ " ................... . 
Wyomlng-Dlstrlct Courts ................. .. 

Number of def.ndants 

Ar I zona--Super lor COurtB •••• ~' •••••••••••••• 
Callfornla--Suparlor Courts •••••••••••••••• 
Colorado-lllstrict COurts,J ............... . 

263 
1,522 

7,935 
2,064 
1,695 

768 

3,478 

5,265" 
,,455 

2,028 
1,760 

678 
481 

3,071 
342 

3,306 
293 

410 
5,786 

203 
20,355 
12,192J 
3,9261 

828 

29,S47 

25,990 
4,398 

25 

8,205 
604 

4,891 

778 
6,997 

271 
34,260 
15,073l 
10,303 
2,790 

24,311 
916 

22,165 
16,097 
2,396 

20,177 
33 

"\5,855 
1,404 

10,390 
55,369 
10,6041 

905 
8,226 

248 
31,784 
14,573l 
lO,232J 
2,616 

13,931J 

22,926 
834 

20,497 
14,973 

2,13111 

38 

14,106 
1,355 

10,009 
49,003 

283 
6,557 

226 
21,724 
12,5561 
3,997J 
1,002 

31,332 

27,658 
5,522 

20 

10,007 
653 

5,272 

116 36 
91 73 
92 83 
93. 63 
97 

~ __ 36_ 

94 129 
91 
92 125 
~ __ -1L 

115 61 

-127 

~.71 
',23 

1,369 
3641 
71J 

174 

1,585 
(82) 

1,668 
1,124 

-5 

-31 
13 
II 
7 
3l 
2 

21 

6 
26 

-20 

89 63 1,802 22 
___ 9_7_ _ __ 4_7__ __ __ ~49~ __ ~ __ 

96 
68 

51 381 8 
(6,366) 

296 
591 

432 
730 
60s 
363 

(40IJ) 

462 
201 

1,093 
915 
353 

(4441 ) 

657 
10 

480 
479 

Dlstr!ct of Columbia Superior COurt9 .... .. 

1,629 
16,064 
1,900 

495 1,488 3,415 3,854 113 31 -439 -30 

638 
345 
556J 
690 

F lorld.-Clrcult COurt9 .................. .. 6,425 
3,499 

626 
594 

6,386 

95,202 82,069 86 (13,133) 1,482 
751 1 

276 
479 
272lp 
2721 

Georgla--Superlor COurt l ,9 ••••••••••••••• il • 16,031 1 26,293 1 24,6001 18,4231 94 1 .JOI 2,3921 15 
H.w.II-~lrcuit Courts ................... .. 1,999 1,729 1,3% 2,332 81 135 333 17 
I d.ho--D!strIct Courts .................... . 1,103 2,845 2,7601,188 97 42 85 8 
MI ch Ig.n--STATE TOTAL .................... .. 7,927 1Jp f7,384 IJp 18,8f7 IJp 6,494 1Jp IOSIJp 371Jp -l,4331J P-I8 IJp 

Circuit COurt9 .......................... . 
Nebraske-DIstrlct Courts ................. . 

__ ~~--~' _____ 7~,~92~7~IJ~-I~7~,3~8~41~J--~18~,~8~I7~1J~~6~,~49~4IJ_~I~OS~I~J __ ~3~7~IJ~ 
I, "2 I,09Ill 3,91sJ 4,tl9IJ 9f7J 1041 2>1 

-I,4331J -181J 
-173l -161 352J 

417 Ohlo.~urt of Common Pleas8 ............. .. 7.579 6,583 31,575 30,603 7,555 97 24 972 15 
Te)(as-Dlstrlct Court and Criminal 

DIstrict courtl ,8 ..................... . 
Vlrglnla-~Ircult COurts .............. ~ .. .. 
Wash Ington-Supreme CourtS •••••••••••• ~ •••• 

Numb.r of ch erges 

Puerto Rico-Superior COurt10 •••••••••••••• 

No ;;"nslstent definition 

Norffl Corollna-Superlor COurt12 ......... .. 

8,994 
3,702 
2.709 

3,933 

10,268 

10,694 

71,421 1 

29,354 
11,168 

101'212 

30,576 

76,5B71 

27,933 

12,246 

29,113 

47,9991 

9,969 

8,221 

12,157 

120 81 

95 40 

-5,1661 -101 

1,421 17 
7941 

793 
412 

~-~2~,~04~7 __ -~2~0~_* _______ _ 

1,463 14 777 

Note: All evellable d.ta .ro entered In tile tabl. and 81.1 'pproprlate calcul.tlons .re Includ.d. Blank specus IndIcate that elth.r the dat. a~,. not 
evall.ble or the c.lculatlons were not .pproprl.te. 

- • Not .ppllcable. 

IDem ore not comp lete: 
Georgl .... -P.ndlng and dlsposod d.t" for this collrt do not Includo cases 

flied before Ju Iy I, 1970. 
"' Mlchlgan-~Ircult Court--D.ta .re unov.ll.bl. for soven counties. 

South O.kote-No d.te were ov.I leble on c.ses ho.rd by tho I.wyer 
mag I str.tes ,.nd lay maglstrate/clorks \1\0 also serve this court. 

Te •• s-Date contelned In this table .ra b.sed on a less than complete 
number of mon,",Iy reports received for this court. The ropor;tlng 

" rete lias nlnoty-elght percent. 
JE.pl.notlon of data Included In the 'iotol:" 

Colorado--D.te Includes cases fIled, as feionles but reduced 10 
m I sdemGanor,~. 

Iowa-Pending date Include appeals eases, as well as mlsQOme8nor 
(regular criminal) casos, 'In addition 10 'the felony ce.es. 
Flied a~ disposed date Inr-Iude .ppo.ls dete. " 

Kanses--Deta Includes some .ppeal cases. 

Mlch Igan-~Ircu:t Cour1>--lnc ludes some high misdemeanors that are 
punishable by nore than one y •• r In prlS)n. 

"Mlssourl--Data may I.nelude some appeal cases. 
Nebrask8--These may Include a few mlsdeneanor casas. 

6rhe "rlmlnai case unit of count Is the number of Informations or 
I nd I ctments. 

7The crlmln.1 case un It of count Is the ,~umber of InformatiOns, , 
Indictments, or complaints. \)" 

8The crlmln.1 case unit of count Is the number of defendants on the 
Inform.tlon, or ,.Indlctment. 

9r~e crlmlnel case unit of count Is the number of defendants on tho 
Infor~atlon, Indictment, or complaint. 

lOrhe crlmln.1 ~ase unit of count IS the nUmber of charges. 
"The criminal c.se unlf'of count Is the cas"e number esslgned to the 

Information, Indictment, or complaInt .t erralgnment. 
12rhe crIminal case unit of count Is not conolstent st.tellide. 

85 

~~~-
, 

;': 

(( 

1/ 

f )I 



86 

TABLE 34: Misdemeanor case load fOI'trial courts, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting misdemeanor caseload. 
Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 
100,000 adult population 

State, court tl tie, and un I t of count 

Informations, Indictments, complaints 

Alaska--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
, Su.p.rlor COurt6.~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District COurt7 ......................... . 
Mag I~trates Court7 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Arkansas--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circui't COurtli •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Courtl.7 •••••••••••• i •••••.•• 
CI1y J.:our't, Police Court, and Justice 

of 'the Peace Court!, 7 •• : •••••••.••••••• 

Guam-Super lor COurt7 ..................... . 

IllInols--Glrcult COur1'7 •••••••••••••••••• 
Indiana-STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior Court and CJrcul t Court7 ••••••• 
Coun1y Cour1'7 •••••••••••••••••••••••• '" 
Municipal Cour1' of Marlon County7 ••••••• 
Juven i I e CourT of Mar ion Coun1V 7 •••••••• 

10wa-Dlstrlct COurt6 .................... . 
Kansas-District COurt7 •• ~ •••••••••••••••• 
loulslana--City Court and Parish Court 

and Municipal COurt7 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Massachus.tts--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

District COur1'7 ........................ . 
Hous I ng COurt7 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile Court? •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Missourl--Clrcutt Court and Court of 
Coltlll1On Pleas .......................... . 

Nebraska--COunty Cour1'7 ••••••••••••••••••• 
New Mexlco-r.4agfsirate COurt7 ••••••••••••• 
Norih Dakota--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 

District COurt6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Coun1y CourT wiTh Increased 

JUrIsdictIon? ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~ County JustIce Court? •••••••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma-District COurt6 ••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon--Justice Courtl, 11 •••••• ' ••••••••••• 

Rhod. Is land-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 
Super lor Courts ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrict Court? ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

50u111 Caro I 1 na-MagJs1i"ate COur t6 ........ . 
South Dakota-Clrcult courtl.6 ••••••••••• 
Tennessee--ClrcuIT Court and 

Criminal COurt6 •••••• " ... ~ .............. . 
Utah--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City COurt7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JustIce of the Peace CourT •••••••••••••• 

Vermcnt-STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Super lor COurt6 ........................ \~ •• 
Dlsirlct COurt7 ......................... .. 

W (scons in--Ctrcult CourT and 
County COurt6 ............................. . 

West Vlrqlnla-MagI5trat. COur1'I3 ....... .. 

Number of deferjdflnts 

Arlzona--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• " •• 
Super lor CourtI , 8 ........................ . 

JustIce of 'the Peace I Jl9 ................... . 
Municipal courtl,9 .......... ~ ............... . 

California-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 
JustIce COurt9 .......................... . 
_Municipal COurt9 ......................... . 

Co 10rado--COunTy CourTJ, 9 ................... .. 
Connoc'ticuT--COurt of Cornrn:ln Pleas9 ••••••• 

Dtsfr'lct of CoJUmbla--Superlor COur't9 ..... . 
F lorlda--County Cour't9 •••••••••••• : ...... . 
Geerllla-STI\,E TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior COurt l ,9 ••••••••••••••• _ •••••••• 
St.te Court and Couniy COurt9 ••••••••••• 
Probate COurt9 ............................. . 

Adult 
population 

In 6aglnnl!'9 
~ pending Filed 

263 

7,935 
3,763 

2,064 
1,695 

2,672 
4.206 

3,478 
1.112 

809 
455 

2.028 
1,760 

678 

1,988 
481 

3.071 
830 

342 

3,306 
1,321 

1.629 

'16,064 

1.906 
2.269 

495 
6.425 
3.499 

3,172jp 

3,1721 

137 
61,4561J 
40,028P 

5,669 
10,054 
24,297 

8j 

13.754 

3.155 
1 

3,154 

8,936 

23,621 1 
286 

2.891 1 

20.4421 

12.484J 
16.610 
2.714 

34.627 1p 

9,5nl 

24,796 
259') 

14,807 
96 

13,479 
1,232 

121,981 1j 
5,287j 

112,7661 

414 
421,0051 

92,458P 
16.717 
36.129 
39,597 

Is.! 
74,307 
14,193 

28,6741 

190,oo51p 
181,83901 

8.139 
26 

32,723 
16,941 
16,204 

22 

11,784 
4.398 

36.009 
7,638 1 

26.039P 
494 

25.5451 
64,760 

7.971 
ZI,4351J 

287 
9.16a.l 

17,9801 

16.537 
4 

16,533 

19.624 
118,548 1 

74,9021 
568 

20.3621 

53.9721 

577,796 
50,246 

527.550 
27 .073J 
87,311 
13.395 

162,552 
94,4551' 
15.730 
73,402 

5,323 

Dispos.d 

1,1951' 

1,195 
5. 0341 p 

5,0341 

345 
398.8341 

80,254P 

14,739 
32,3.\8 
33,159 

8J 
68,934 
14,81901 

4.399.1 
31,871 

13,274 
26 

9.469 
3,779 

35.091 
6.571 1 

26,954P 

26,9541 

17.199 
2 

17,197 

66.6301 
600 

18.042' 
47,9881 

535,778 
44,591 

491,187 
25,27>1 
85.338 
13,732 

i50.4a! 
~.8.229Ip 
14,938 1 

68.000 
5,291 

End 
pend log 

3,4251 p 
3,4251 

206 
71.3001j 
52,232P 

7,647 
13.835 
30.735 

Is.! 

4,06:zJ 

14,&00 

19,486 
2,619 1 

2.493 
3 

2,490 

":11,125 

,31,893 1 
256 

5,211 1 

26,4261 

14,284J 
18,583 
2,407 

40.407 1p 

9,915 1 

30,198 
291 

As percent 
of fll.d 

End 
Disposed pond log 

97 

83 
951 

, 87P 

88 
90 
B4 
53j 

93 

97 

82 
118 

10&1 

104 
50 

104 

89 
77 1 

891 
100 
891 

891 

93 
89 
93 '-., 

93J 
98 

103 
93 

93 
99 

so 

S6P 
46 
38 
78 

100l 

45 

15 
75 
15 

21 
18 

41 
5 

Ch.ng. In 

pend I "9 Filed 
(dlspos.d) 

per 100,000 
Number Percent populetlon 

(37) 
25~P 
25~ 

69 
(22,I72j) 

12,204P 

1,978 
3,781 
6,438 

7j 

(5,373) 
8901 

852 

(2.930) 
(-4) 

;\: 
(2,315) 

(619) 

-662 
2 

-664 

2,189 
(26,697 1) 

8,272 1 

-32 
2,3201 

5,9641 

(42,018) 
(5,655) 

(36.363) 
1,8001 
1,973 
-367 

( 12,124) 
5.7801p 

3461 

5.402 
32 

50 

2j 

6 

-21 
200 
-21 

24 

12 
-13 

5,630 
37 

5,125 
468 

8,0151j 
347J 

1,4091 

5,3051 
2,457P 

444 
960 

1,052 
<lj 

3,600 
837 

1.073 1 

4,518J p 
4,32>1 

194 
I 

(1251) 
2,943 
2,094 
3.561 

5 

2.590 
967 

1,779 
4341 

3,B41P 

73 
3.768J 
3,2!ll 

260 
3.3051J 

35 
1,IOs) 
2,166 1 

4,835 
1 

4,834 

4.5981 

35 
1,2501 

3.313 1 

3.597 
313 

3.284 
1.419J 
3,848 
2.706 
2.530 
2,6??P 

450 
2.098 

152 

( -, 
\ 

State, court tl tie, and un I t of count 

Number of d.fend.nts (continUed) 

Hawall--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit COurtB •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District COurt IO •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I daho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DI5tr Ict CourtB ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates Dlvlslon9 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Maln ... -ST.~TE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Superior COurt9 ••• , .................... . 
Dlstr Ict Court7 ••• : ••••••••••••••••••• 

K.ntucky-Dlstrlct COurt9 ••••••••••••••••• 
~yland--olstrlct COurt9 ................ . 
N.w York--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Crlmln.1 Court of ilia City of N.w Yorkl. 
Town Dnd Village COurt9 ••••••••• , ••••••• 

Oh lo--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
County COurtB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
f.\Jnlclpal COurtB ...................... .. 

P.nnsy Iv.n Ia-Ph II~d.lph I. 
Mun Ic I p.1 CourtB •••••••••••••••••••••• 

T.x .. -STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court .nd Criminal 

OJ!\n-lct Court' ,6 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Coun1y Court at Law and 

Constl tutfonal County Court l , 9 •• I ••••• 
Municipal COurt'.9 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of 'the Peace COurt l ,9 .......... . 

Vlrglnlo--Glrcult Courts ................ .. 
W .. hlng1cn--Dlstrlct Court and 

JUStlCBS of 1he Psace9 •••••••••••••••• 

Number of ch arg.~ 

Adu I t As p.rc.nt 
popu latlon of filed 

In 6aglnnl!'9 End End 
thous.nds -,p",.::;n:::d..:;ln",fI,-_..:.F...:I..:.I.",d:-.---=D",I",s",po::;s::.:ed",-_-,p",.:.:;nd::..1",n",9_ Dlsp?s.d ~ 

626 

768 

2,441 
2.963 

12,856 

7,579 

8,567 
8,994 

3.702 

2,709 

538P 

538 

4,158 
42 

4,116 
noD 
730 

30BP 
30B 

20,950 
201 

20,749 
1.979D 
1,979 

171,769 
101.217 
100,6001p 

100,6001 

17,153 
286 

16,867 
20,466 

195 
20,271 
22,7361 

2,082 
12,6541 

146,215 
281 

560P 
560 

4,642 
48 

4,594 
627P 
6Z1 

~8 

97 
98 

105 

85 

182 

22 
24 
22 

32 

22,169P 260,062P 255,6031' 25,86oP 9aD IOD 
2,613 21,924 22,003 2,054 100 9 

__ 1~9~,~558~ __ ~2~38~.~i~38~--'2=3=3~.6~~j~! __ ~2=3~.8~OO~ ____ ~9~8 ____ --,10~_ 

3,858 41,237 
191,991 1jp 1,011,4421 

185.979 Ij 204.727 1 

435.0881 

364.149 1 

6,291 23,267 

70,311 

39,2a2 
827,363 1J 

6,106 1 

207,8421j 

343,2671 

270.146 1 

22,207 

5,500 
190,2461jp 

182,8641J 

7.351 

95 
821j 

821 
i, 
I 

'\02 1j 
'I~I 
74 1 

13 

991 

69 1j 

32 

D.I.wor ..... STATE TOTAL..................... '----4-14-
Court of Common Ple .. 10 ••••••••••••••••• 

990D 
990 

23.402P 

6.534 
"7.719 Ip 

6.394 
1,3251 

1,I3oP 
1.130 98 17 

Aldorman's court10 •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice of the PeZK:e Court10 •••••••••••• 

Pu.r1c Rlco--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court10 ....................... .. 
District COur1'IO •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

No consistent definition 

Mlnnesoto--Goun1y COurt\2 ................ . 
NeW Hampsh Ir ... -STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 

District COurt I2 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MJnlclpal Court I2 ....................... . 

2,834 
615 

18.33>1 
7.884J 

10,449 

15,323 

16,868 
50.2851 
9,001J 

41,284 

33,336 

53,63&1 
10,191J 
43,445 

30.204 
31,Q07P 

30,120 
687 

14.982J 
6,694J 
8.288 

19.117 

107J 
1131 
105 

91 

301 
74.1 
20 

Ch.!'9. In FII.d (dls-
p.nd I n9 po.ed) p.r 

100,000 
Number Percent JX?pulatlon 

22P 4P 
22 

484 12 
6 14 

478 12 

-103 -14 

(25,554) 

3.691 P 17P 
-559 -21 

4,250 22 

1,648 43 

-3.115Ij _2 1J 
(91,821 1), 
(94.003 1 ) 

1,060 17 

140D 14P 
140 14 

-3,351J -laJ 
-1,1901 -151 
-2,161 -21 

3.794 25 

(2,740.1 
49 

(2,694) 
3,527 

34 
3,493 

258P 
258 

(1,648 1 ) 
7,037 

--~ 
783 1P 
783 1 

3,43 JP 
289 

3.142 

481 
11,2461 

2.Zl6 1 

4,838 1 

4.049 1 

628 

2,595 

5,6531' 
1,578 
(3201 ) 

4.074 

1,176 
(5.042)D 
(4,896) 

(144) 

Not., All courts In LoUlslona and HawaII are displayed In the number of d.fend.n ..... grouping because this Is the unit of count grouping for the gen.r.1 
Jurisdiction court In both of these st.tes. 
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All avallablo d.ta are .ntered In the tabl. anJ all opproprlate calCUlations are Included. BI.nK spaces Indlcat. that elth.r tho data .r. not .vallabl. or 
the calcul.tlons waro not appropriate. 

-- a Not applicable. 

~e crlmln.1 case cnlt of count Is the numb.r of Inform.tlons or Indlctm.nts. 
7The criminal caso unit of count 15 11m number of Informetlons, indictments, or ccmplalnts. 
8The, criminal case unit of count Is ine numb~r of defendants on the Information, or IndictmenT. 
9Tho' criminal case unit of count Is the number of defendants on 1ha Information, Indictment, or ccmplalnT. 
IOtbe crlr./nal case unit of count Is that'number of dlargas. ' "Tll. crimInal casu unit of count Is ')h. c.s. number .. signed 10 the Infor .... tlon, Indictment. or complolnt at arr.lgnment. 
12-:-Co criminal case unit ~f count Is not consistent statewide. 
13The criminal case unit of count Is the number of WN'rlints Issued. 

IData ore not comp I.te, 
Arlzono--JustlcGS of the POIlC ... ~tb data were reported lor six locations of this court. 

MUnlclp.1 Court--No data were ovall.blo for flv. locations of the f.\Jnlclp.1 Courts. 
Arkons .. --Mun lei pal Court--No data w.re a.all.b Ie for s.ven 1cwns; six ""nths of data were avallab I. for tw.1 YO oth.rs. 

CI1y Court, Pollc. Court. a,'<I Justice of the P.aco Court--tb d.ta were .vall"bl. for forty-.lght court locatiOns; six oronths of dot. w.ro available for six 
o1hors. 

Dolewar ... -AI denn.an' 5 Court--No d.ta from the Laurol A ldarman' s Court .r. Inc lud.d. 
Georgia-Superior Court--Pendlng ond disposed data Includo only c.ses that wer. tiled 

.started. 
aft.r July I, 1970 w.." a n.w comput.rlzed Information system was 

\;, (continued on n.xt pa~e) 



TABLE 34: Misdemeanor case load for trial courts, 1978. (continued) 

IllInols-PendJng data (l(clude misdemeanors for non-suburban Cook r,ouniy, and all misdemeanor conservatIon vlolatlo,ns. 
louisiana-Data were unavailable for no locations, and only sIxty-six to seventy-five percent comPl~t~ for five other locations. 
Malne--Dls1rlct Court--oata were unavailable for ihe first half of the reportlrg period. \\ 
Maryland--DlstrlcT Court,:-Dlsposed data Includ., adulT off.nsas ag.lnsT Juv.nlles In Montgomery CounTy o~JY' 
New York~rlmlnal Court' of 1he Cliy of New York--one hundred and nine criminal cases could not be Id~?:lIflm by iype. Sane of those ca~("S may hDVe ~,een 

misdemeanors. .j' ,.-.::-'; 
Oregon--Justlce Court:~ri.b data were reported for fourtee~ of 1110 forty-four Court locations. .7/ 
Sou itt Dakota--No da1"c!i/are Included for 1bo cases handled by la~er magistrates or IllY manIS1r~~e/clerks In 'thIs court. 
Texas--Data reportedi/for all courts are based on Incanplete response from tne yarIOl~~ ~~\,/ocatlons. The resp:lOs~ rates for the various courts were: 

District CourT, ."d Crlmln.1 District COurt--nlneTy .... lghT perc.nT; ConstiTuTional CounTy Court and CounTy Court aT L ..... -nlneTy-s.v.n percenT; MlI1lclpal 
Court--n I ne1y percent; and Justice of 111e Peace Court--seven1y-seven 'percent. 

Utah-Justlc. Court-DaTa were r.ported by only 161 of 111. 181 JUSTices of the peace. 
West Vlrglnla--Only nine OUT of twelve rrcnthly reports were received from tne courts located In Lewis and Webster Counties. 

JExplClnatlofi of data Included In the catE9ory: 
Arlzona--Superlor Court-Data given for ,mlsdomeanor cases also Includes criminal appeals fran lower courts and other nonfelony criminal C8Ses. 

Arkansas--Glrcult Court-- Mlsde;neanor cases are generally appeals 1rlal de novo fran lotl'Br courts. 
Colorado-Data Include only those cases filed as misdemeanors, and not those filed as felonies but reduced 10 misdemeanors. 
1111110Is--lncluded wIth m'sdemeanor cases are ordinance violaTions, conservation ViolaTIons, and felony pre\lmlnery hearlrg cases In Cook Coun1y. 
Indlana--Juvenlle CourT of Marlon County--These are misdemeanors convnltted against Juveniles by 8dults. 
Kansas--Data Include some appeal caseS. 
Massachusetts--Dls1rlct Court-Data given for misdemeanor cases also Include some felony cases. A maximum 5-year sentence may be given for these 

these felony cases. Cases InclUde OWI/OUI and operating so as 10 endanger cases. 
MIssouri-Data may Include some appeals cases. 
Puerto Rlco--Superior Court--The data given here a'iso InclUde appeals of misdemeanor cases fl led In the cour1". 
Rhode Island--DlstrlcT Court-Data given for misdemeanor c.ses Include traffic cases thaT wer. not handled by the AdministraTive AdjudicaTion Division 

of 111e Oepartment' of Transportation. 
Texas-CounTy Court aT Law and ConstlTutlon.1 CounTy Court--P.ndlng an~ disposed d.ta .Iso Include criminal appeal caSC>o 
Utah-~I1y Court--Data 91 ven for misdemeanor cases' 'Inc lude state misdemeanors ,and preliminary hearJrgs In felofr( cases. 

POata were not avallab Ie for all courts In tho state. 

o 
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TABLE 35: Combined felony and misdemeanor caseload, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting felony, misdemeanor, or felony/ 
misdemeanor caseload. Disposed and end pending as a percent offiled. Number and percent change in 
pending. Filed per 100,000 adult population 

State, court tItle, and unit of count 

Informetlons, Indictments, complelnts 

Alaska--STATE TOTAL ................................. . 
Superior Court •••••••• '~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DISTrict Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magistrates Court ................................. . 

Arkanses--STATE TOTAL ................................ . 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal COurt l ••••••• .' .......................... . 
City Court and Police Court .nd 

JUSTice of The Peace COurt l ..................... . 
Gl!em-Superlor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1lllnols-Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Indlana--STATE TOTAL ................................ . 

SlIperlor Court emd Circuit (;purt ••••••••••••• : ...... . 
Crlminet Court of Merion County •••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court of Marlon County .................. . 
Juvenile Court of Merion County •••••••••••••••••••• 

10wa--DIstrtct Court ••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kenses-Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Lou I 51 .. a--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District COurt~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
City Court and Parish Court and 

Municipal Court •••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 
Maryland--STATE TOTAL .............................. .. 

Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District COurtd •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

M.ssachuse"tts--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
SuperIor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DISTrict Court .................................... . 
BosTon Municipal Court ............................ . 
Housing Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juv.n II. Court I ••••••••. ~ .......................... . 

Missourl--circul+ Court end Court of Common Pleas .. .. 
New Jersey--Superlor Court (La" Division) and 

County Courts ................................... . 
North Dakota--STATE TOTAL ........................... . 

District Court •••••••••••••• : •••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court with Increased Jurlsdlctlon l ......... . 
County Justleo Courtl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oklahoma--DlstrlcT Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon STATE TOTAL ................................. . 

Circuit COurtd ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JustIce COurtd ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Rhoda Jsland--STIITE TOTAL .......................... .. 
Super-lor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

South Carolina STATE TOTAL ........................ .. 
Circuit Court, County Court, ond Civil and 

Criminal Courct" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mcgrs'trete Court •••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• 

South Dakota--Clrcult.,Courtl ........................ . 
Tennessee--Clrcult Court and Criminal Courh ........ . 
Utah--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

DIstrict Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :' ...... 
Juvonlle COurt ••••••••• ~'. ••••••••••• · ••••••••••••••• 
CIty Court ....................................... .. 
Justice of tho Peace Court ......................... . 

V.nnont--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; •••••• 
Supertor Court •••••• ; •• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrict COurt •••••••••••••••• '~.~ ••••• ~ •••••••••••• 

West VlrglnJa--Hoglstrat. Courtd .................... . 
Wlsconsln--ClrcuIT CoUrT .. d County Court ............ . 
wyoming-Distr'lct COurt ••••••••••••••••• ~' ••••••• , •••• 

" 

-------------------------------------------------A~s--pe-r-ce--n7t--------~C~h-a-nge--~1-n--------------

AdulT 
P'IPu latlon 

In' 
thousands 

. ~, 

263 

1,522 

7.935 
3,763 

2,064 
1,695 
2,672 

2,963 

4,206 

3,478 

5,265 
455 

2,028 
1,160 

678 

1,988 

481 
3,071 

830 

342 

1,321 
3.306 

293 

Beginning 
p.ndlng 

8,958 1p 
8.95aJ 

340 
81,8111) 
56,474 
21.375 

740 
10,054 
24,297 

sJ 
12,1921] 
7,91gj 

29,947 

44,498 
5,9501 
4.398 
1.5521 

9,232P 

9,232 

4,210 
26 

4,184 

17,141 
604 

FII.d 

15,585 
874 

13,479 
1,232 

130.978 1J 
14,284.1 

112,7681 

455,256J 
109,918 
32,253 

1,924 
36,129 
39,597 

15J 
89,38OJ 
25,211J 
28.674 Ip 

28,6741 

131,859 
30,642 

101,217 
190,OO6JP 

181,839J 

8,139 
28 

19.02ol 

24,311 
17,120 

938 
11,784 
4,398 

58,234 
23,735 1 

16,097 
7,6381 

28,435 
2,890 

25,54sJ 
95,068 

30,308 
64,760 

28,148 
;O,2471J 

2,812 
287 

9,I6aJ 
17,980 1 

19.223 
37 

19,186 
118.5481 

35,419 
1.404 

Dispos.d 

1,195 
13.26oJP 
13.2601 

593 
430,6181 

97,371 
30,020 

1,836 
32,348 
33,159 

sJ 
83 .507] 
25.051J 
25,6981p 

25,6981 

28,055 
,281 

22,926 
14,108 

860 
9,469 
3,779 

55,588 
21,544 1 

14.973 
6.571.1 

26,954P 

26,9541 
30,868P 

30,868 

116,3991 

19,997 
40 

19,957 
91,851 1 

31.596 
1.355 

End 
pending 

9,98;zJP 
9,982J 

432 
93,0241] 
69,021 
23,608 

828 
13,835 
30,735 

15J 
12,5561) 
8.07gj 

31,332 

47,144 
8,141 1 

5.522 
2,6191 

6,672P 

8,672 

3,436 
'2~ 

3,413 

21.132 
653 

of filed pendl ng FII.d (dis
posed) per 

adulT 100,000 End 
Disposed p.ndlng 

87 
951 
89 
93 
95 
90 
84 
53.1 
93J 
9gj 

92 

9s:J 

94 
82 
92 
80 
86 
95 

Ic61 

102 

104 
108 
104 
771 

89 
97 

701 

63 

63 
73 
43 
38 
78 

100J 

129 

29 

18 
62 
18 

60 
47 

'Number Percent population 

-1271p -31 1p 
-127 1 -31 1 

(37) 

1,024JP 
1,0241 

92 
(24.648J ) 
12,547 
2,233 

88 
3,781 
6,438 

7J 
(5,873) ) 

160l 
(2,976 I p) 

(2,587) 

1,335 
(3.012) 

(78) 

12,315) 
(619) 

2,646 
2,191 1 

1,124 
1,0671 

1-1,409.1) 
-56oP 

-560 

-774 
-3 

-771 
(26,697)1 

3.991 
49 

27 

22 
10 
12 
38 
26 
8sJ 

-6P 

-18 
-12 
-18 

23 
8 

5,926 
332 

5,125 
468 

8,6061J 
93gj 

7,4091 

2581 

5.737) 
2,921 

857 
51 

960 
1,052 

<If' 
4,3301 
1,487J 
1,0731p 

1,0731 

4,450 
1,034 
3,416 
4,517P 

4,323J 

194 
I 

547J 

462 
3,763 

206 
2,590 

967 
2,871 
1,3491 

915 
4341 

4.194 
426 

3,7oaJ 
4,782 

1,525 
3,258 

(24,1991 ) 
917 

3.6441J 
339 

35 
"1,10:;.) 
2,1661 

5.621 
II 

5,610 
8,9741 

1,073 
479 

(contlrued on ne>ct- pag.) 
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TABLE 35: 
Combined felony a~d misdemeanorcaseload, 1978. (continued) 

State, court title, ~nd unit of count 

Nurroer of defendants 

Adult 
popul.tlon 

In Beginning End 
thousands pendl ng Filed 01 

--~~~--~~~ __ ~~s~p~os~e~d~-1p~e~n~d~ln~gL 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed pending 

Ch.nge In Filed (Dls-
pendl ng _ posed) per 

. .du It 100.000 
Number Percent pcpu Jatfon 

Ar!ZOno--STATE TOTAL ................................ . 
uperlor Court ....................... .. 

1.629 26.5121 

5.179 
2.891 1 

85.292 1 

10.95B 
20.362 1 

53.972 1 

76.639 1 

10.609 
18,0421 
47.9881 

37-;t65r --:::9O:11r------4-4~1 - --=8.-:6:-:5"'3"-1 ----30-1~-
J tl I .......... .. 
M~~ I c c

i 
e

a
, I °cf the I Peace ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

P curt ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Callfornla--STATE TOTAl...... .. .......... 

Superior COUrt •••••• : •••••• ::::::::::::~::::::::::: 
JustIce Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court ............... :::::::::····· .... ••• 

Colorado--STATE TOTAL .................... :::::::::::: 
District Court ...................... .. 

County COurt .......................... ::::::::::::: 
Connecticut-STATE TOTAL ................. . 

SuperIor Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ::::::::::: 
Court of CorllT1On Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Del.ware--STATE TOTAL ................... .. 
SuperIor Court ..................................... . 
Court of Comoon Ple~sd ••••••••••••••••• a ••••••••••• 

Justice of the Peace Courtd ••••••••••• 
Alderman's Cou d. • ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

rt ............................... .. 
District of Columbia-Superior Court 
Florlda--STATE TOTAL.. .. .............. . 

CI .............................. . 
Corcult Court .................................... .. 

unty Court ...................................... . 
Georgia-STATE TOTlt..,~·~, •••••••••••••••••••• 

Super I or Court I •• ~-: ': ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~tate Court and County Court ...................... . 
rebate Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Haw.II--STATE TOTAL . .. ...... .. 
CI ................................ .. 
Olrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ..,. 

strict Court .......................... . 

16.064 

1.908 

2.269 

414 

495 
6.425 

3.499 

626 

594 

2.441 

768 

6.386 

1.112 

466 
809 

12.856 

7.579 

8.567 

20.4421 

12.484P 

12.4841 
20.411 

3.801 
16.610 
·2,584 
1.5941 

990 

4,232 

50.658 1 

25.6031 

24.796 
259 

2.537P 
2.537 

5.261 
1.145 
4,116 

1.55sP 
1.558 

633.165 
55.369 
50.246 

527.550 
37.677 
10,6041 
27.073J 
91.122 
3.811 

87.311 
26.695P 
3.2931 
6.534 

16.868 

16.810 
257.754 
95.202 

162.552 
120.748 1 

42.0231 

73.402 
5,323 
2.037P 
2.037 

23.795 
3,046 

20.749 
181.505 

9.736 
171.769 

4.169P 
4.769 

584.781 
49.003 
44.591 

491.187 
25.27JP 

25.2731 
89.088 
3.750 

85.338 
11.189P 
3.47oJ 
6.394 

1.3251 

17.586 
232.497 
82.069 

150.428 
112.8291 
39.538 1 

68.000 
5.291 

18.549 
1.682 

16,'867 
23.226 
2.955 

20.271 
155.346 

5,528 97 50 349 7 
5.211 1 891 261 2.3201 801 

26.4261 891 491 5.984 1 291 

i4.284P 

14.2841 
22.445 
3.862 

18.583 
2.547P 
1.417J 
1.130 

3.456 

58.8301 

28.341 1 

30.198 
291 

2.892P 
2.892 

5,830 
1.236 
4.594 

1.629P 
1.629 

92 (48.384) 
88 (6.366) 
89 (5.655) 
93 (36.363) 

931 
98 
98 
98 

1051 
98 

105 
90 
86 
93 

83 

98 
97 
98 
86 
94 
85 

99 

531 
25 

101 
21 

21 

142 

25 
41 
22 

1.80eP 14P 

1.80al 141 
2.034 10 

61 
1.973 12 

-177 -II 
140 14 

-776 -18 
(25.257) 
<13.133) 
(12.124) 

8.172 1 161 
2.738 1 111 
5.402 22 

32 12 
355i' 14P 
355 14 

569 II 
91 

478 12 
(26.159) 

(605) 
(25.554) 

71P 5P 
34 71 

9.131 
146.215 
18,776 
4.698 

14,078 1 
17 .3841[1 PI-;I~8~.8;:;1~7:;,lp;:--6.,-.-4-94...,I",.p -:-1 0-8"TI-='p----- --;-"':'::"=-_~_ 
17.3841 18.8171 6.4941 108 / 37

1
P -1.433Ip -18 1P 

14.844 
1.090 

13.754 

2.345P 
2.345 

9.825 l p 
9.825 1 

36.641 
3.918 

327;23 
1.6271 

21.890 
4,949 

16.941 
132.1061p 
31.506 

100.6001 

35.962 
4,091 

31.871 

4.697P 
4.697 

33.387P 
33.387 

15.523 
917 

14.606 

2.597P 
2.597 

98 
104 
97 

95 

371 -1.4331 -181 

42 679 
23 -173 -16 
45 852 6 

252P lIP 
52 252 II 

-1.217 Ip -12IP .. 
-1.217 -12" 

26,752 291.637 266.206 33.415 98 II 4.663 16 
6.583 31.575 30.603 7.555 97 24 972 15 
1~·613 21.924 22,003 2,054 100 9 -559 -21 

.556 ~38.138 233.600 23.806 10 4,250 22 
27.3691 101.56a1 93 6251 51 98 

23.511J 60.331J 54:3431 ~~:~~J :f ~~ :::~~ lall! 

i:j;u3~.8~5j8i>i;ru4~1;.<.;i'23~7~--;;~39~.~2~82~~~5:....5~0~6!..... 95 13 1.648 4' 
245.1561)P 1.082.8631) 903.9501j 238.245iJP -8='3;,ln)-----!;~~ J 

8.994 

3.702 
2.709 

59.1771 78;8991 (\2.695 1 55.381 1 105 / 
185,979IJ'~:04 7271J 207.8421J 182.8641J 102I J 

14.839 

435:088 1 343.2671 791 
364.149 1 270.1461 741 

52.621 50.140 17.320 95 
81.419 
11,168 
70.311 

701 -3. 7961 _~I 
891J -3.115IJ -21.1 

(91,821 )1 
(94.003)1 

33 2.481 17 

I) 

5.2361 

673 
1.2501 

3.313 1 

3.942 
345 
313 

3.284 
1.975 

556J 
1.419J 
4.016 

168 
3.848 
6.44sP 

795 
1.578 
4.074 

(3201) 
3.396 
4.012 
1.482 
2,530 
3.451 1 
1.201 1 

2;098 
152 

(2.963) 
325 

(2.6943 
4,006 

513 
3.493 
7.436. 

399 
7.037 

(2.445P) 
621 

0.833 1) -
272 IP 

'272 1 

3.295 
352 

2.943 
3491 

2.706 
612 

2.004 
1.027l p 

.245 
7831 

3.848 
417 
'289 

3.142 
1,1861 

7041 
4BI 

12,040iJ 
B771 

2.2761J 
4.B3BI 
4.04\11 
1,42.1 
3.00B 

41:t 
2.595 

r 

! I " 
I 

i 

f 
I 

1 , 

State. court title, and unit of count 

Nu~ber of charges 

Puerto Rlco:-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior Court ................................... .. 
District Court .................................... . 

No consistent definition 

Mfnnesotll--county Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
New H.""shlre-STATE TOTAL ......................... .. 

SuperIor Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court ................................... .. 
Municipal Court .................................. .. 

North C.rollna-Superlor Court ...................... . 

Adult 
popul.tlon 

In 
thousands 

2,834 
615 

3,933 

Beginning 
pending 

28,601) 
18,I52J 
10,449 

15.323P 
2,966P 
2,966 

10,694P 

Flied 

60,497) 
19.2131 
41,284 

33,336P 
3,895P 
3,895 

30,576P 

DIsposed 

65,882) 
22,437J 
43,445 

30,204P 
35,168 

4,161 
30,120 

887 
29,I13P 

End 
pending 

23,203) 
14,9151 
8,288 

19,117P 
2,700P 
2,700 

12,I57P 

As percent 
of flied 

End 
Dlsp05'3d pendIng 

1091 
117J 
105 

91P 

107 

95P 

3BJ 
7eJ 
20 

57P 

69 

40P 

91 

Change In Filed CDls-
pend I ng posed) per 

adu It 100,000 
Number Percent population 

-5,39BJ 
-3,237J 
-2,161 

3,794P 

-266 

1,4G3P 

-191 
-leJ 
-21 

25P . 

-9 

14P 

-~~ 

633P 
633 

(4,898) 
(144) 
777P 

Note: All .v.ll.ble d.t ...... entered In the table .nd .1.1 .pproprl.te c.lcul.tlons .re Included. BI.nk sp.ces Indlc.te th.t either the d.ta .re not av.ll.ble or 
the c.lcul.tlons were not appropriate. !) 

-- • Not applicHble. 

dcase definitIon or unit of count: 
Oell1ware--Cour+ of Conm.:>n Plells, JustIce of the Peace Court, and Alderman's 

Court--The unIt of count Is ille number of ch.rges. 
H.w.II--olstrlct Court--The unit of count Is ille nuniler of ch.rges. 
Loulslana--olstrlct Court--The unit of count Is the number of defend.nts on 

the Information or Indictment. 
Malne--olstrlct Cou';"-The unit of count Is the number of Informations, 

Indictments. or co""I.lnts. 
Maryl.nd--olstrlct Court--The unit of count ·Is the number of defend.nts on 

the Information. Indictment. or co""I.lnt. 
Nebr.sk'--County Court--The unit of count Is the number of Inform.tlons, 

Indictments. or CO"" 1.lnts. 
New Mexlco--Maglstr.te Court--The unit of count Is tho number of 

Informations, Indictments, or conpl.lnts. 
Oregon--AII courts--The unit of count If the case number .sslgned to the 

Inform.tlon. IndIctment. or co""I.lnt at .rralgnment. 
West Vlrglnla--The unIt of count I. the number of w.rrants Issued. 

10.t •• re not CO"" lete: 
AI"ska--Superlor Court--olsposed .nd pending c.ses do nat InclUde 

mlsdemeanOr"s; they Include felony cases only. 
Arlzona-~Justlces of the Peace--No data were reported for six court 

loc.tloos. 
Munlclp.' Court--No dot. were .v.lI.ble for five loc.tlons of the 

Munlclp.1 Court. 
ArI<.,n .. s--Munlclp.1 Court--No data were av.lI.ble for seven counties; six 

. months of ~etll were aVlIllable for s,~ othars. 
City Court, Police Court. and JustIce of the Pe.ce Court--No data were 

.v.ll.ble for forty-elght court locatIons; six ..,nths of d.ta were 

.v.ll.ble for six others. 
Del.w ..... --Alderman's Court-No data from the L.urel Alderman's Court are 

InclUded. 
Georgl.-Superlor Court-Pendlng end disposed d.ta Include only c.ses th.t 

were flied .fter July I, 1970 when. n ... co""uterlzed Information system 
WlilS started. 

IllInols--Pendlng d.ta exclude misdemeanor conservation vlol.tlons .nd 
mlsde .... nors In non-suburb.n Cook County. 

lowo--Pendlng d.ta do not Include mlsdemO.nor cases. 
Loulslan.--oat. w ..... unavall.ble for two loc.tlons, .nd only sixtY-six to 

seventy-five percent co""lete for five other loc.tlons. 
Maine-District Court--o.ta we .... un.vall.ble for the first h.lf ~f the· 

reporting period. 
Maryland--Dlstrlct Court-Olsposltlons Include ,.dull' offenses .g.lnst 

~uvenl les In Mof)tgoonery County only. . 
Mlchlg.n--Clrcult Court-D.t. we .... un.v.ll.ble for seven counties. 
foIl.sO\lrl--Maglstra+e Court--These data do not inclUde mlsde!i .. anor c.ses. 
Nev.d.--Data we .... ·.val I.ble for ttoe""urt loc.ted In the Second District 

(W.shoe County), only. ThIs county cont.lns 'pproxlmately twenty-five 
percent of ttoe tot.1 state popul.tlon. I) 

New York~-Supr_'Court and County, Court-Pend/r,g data do not Include 
felony/misdemeanor Indictments outside II ..... York City. 

Criminal Court 01 the City of New YorI<.--one hundred .nd nine cases cou Id 
not be ldentlffed by case type •. 

" 

Oregon--Justlce Cour+--No datll were reported ~~ fourteen of the forty-four 
court loc.tlons. j/ 

south Oakota--No data were Included for cllses! handled by lewyer magistrates 
or I.y magistrate/clerks In this court. ,1 

Tex8s--Datll reported for all courts lire basT/i:J on Incorrplete responses from 
the various court locations. The resp~,J1se rates for the vlIrlous courts 
were: DIstrict Court, Criminal Olstrl:t Court, Domestic RelatIons 
Court, lind Juvenile Court--nlnety-el.q~.~ percent; Constitutional County 
Court and County Court at Lew--nlf'!~V-seven percent; Municipal 
Court-ninety percent; and Justice of ttle Pellce Court--seventy-seven 
percent. 

ut.h--Justlce Court--o.t. were reported by only 161 out of 181 Justices of 
the peace. 

West Vlrglnl.--only nine out of +Welve monthly reports were received from 
Lewis and Webster counties. 

JExplanatlon of dot. Included In the c.tegory: 
Arkllnses--Clrcult Court--Misdeme~nor cases lire general IV ~ppelilis trlel de 

novo from lower courts. , 
Color.do--olstrlct Court--o.ta reported Include cases flied .s felonies but 

reduced to mlsdeme~nors. 
Cooni'( Court--oota reported Include only those c.ses flied as 

misdemeanors. and not those fl led as felonies but reduced to 
mlsdeme8nors. 

Del.ware--Superlor Court--The d.t. reported here .Iso Include .ppe.ls that 
are tr I ed de novo. 

1lllnols-Mlsdemeanor c:lses Include ordinance vloillitlon, c:onservlltlon 
v;uiatl,on, and felony prelimInary hearIng cases In thE." Ch~C\llt Court of 
Cool<. (;(\,unty. 

Indlan8--Juvsnlle Court of M:lrlon County--The cllses reported lire 
mlsdeme.nors co~!.!+ed ·.g.lnst Juveniles by adults. 

lowa--Crlmln.1 .ppe.lsl\~ndled by the court .re Included In the d.t •• 
Kansas--Det8 Include eppeel ceses. 
MlI:':sllchusetts--Olstrlct Court--Oate glve:l for misdemeanor cases also Include 

some fe lony c~ses. 
Mlssourl--Clrcult Court and Court of CoImlOn Ple.s--D.t. reported here 

Include crlmln.1 .ppeills In .ddltlon to the felony .nd mlsdeme.nor 
cllses. 

Pennsylvanlll--Cour:+ 91 Corrvnon Pieas--Dlilta are Included for crimina! 8ppeals 
cases that lire tried de novor In lIddltlon ~ felony lind mlsdeme~nor 
C8ses. 

Puerto Rlco--Superlor Court--The d.f. given here Include crlmln.1 appe.ls of 
felony and mlsdemea,~or C8ses. '. 

Rhod.) Isl.nd--Dlstrlct Court--o.t. gIven ,Include tr.fflc cases th.t were not 
h.ndled by the Administrative AdJudlcl.tlon Division of the Dep.rtment 
of Tr.nsport.tlon. 

Tex.s--County Court at L.w end Constltutlon.1 County Court--Pendlng and 
disposed datll also Include crJmlnlll appea; Cllses thllt could not be 
sep.r.ted from ttoe other d.ta. 

Ut.h--Clty Court--o.t.glven for mlsdeme.nor cases I'nclude st.te 
mlsdeme.nors .nd prellmln,.ry he.rlng In felony c.ses. 
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TABLE 36: Ordinance violation caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting ordinance violation caseload. 
Disposed and end pending as a percent of filp.d. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 
1oo,OOG adult population 

State, court title, end unIt of count 

Informations. Indlctrrents, complelnts 

1lllnols-CJrcult COUrt7 ................. . 
low.--Olstrlct COurt6 ........ •• ..... : .... . 
loulslene--Clty Court, Perish Court, 

and Municipal Court7 .................. . 
Nebras.ka--County COurt7 ......................... . 
Oregon-Munlclpal COurtl.l1 ••••••••••••••• 
Utah--Clty COurt7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Number at defendants 

Callfornla--SrATE TOTAL ••••••••••••• : ••••• 
Mun Iclp.1 COurt9 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justl re COurt9 ......................... . 

~istrict of Columbla--Superlor COUrt9 ••••• 
Florld.-county COurt9 ................. .. 
Mlchlg.n--STATE TOTAL ................... . 

District COurt9 ............... ; ••••••••• 
Common Pleas Court of OetroltJ .9 •••••••• 
MunIcIpal Court9 ......................... . 

New York--STATE TOTAL .................... . 
~istrict Court and City COurt9 •••••••••• 
Criminal Court of the City of New York8. 

Pennsylvenle--Dlstrlct Justice Court9 ••••• 
W.sh I ngton--Mun I cl pal COurt9 •••••••••••••• 

Number of cherges 

H.wal I--Dlstrlct COurT10 ................. . 
Puerto Rlco~lstrlct COurt10 ••••••••••••• 

No consistent defInItIon 

Mt nhesota--County court12 ................. . 

Adult 
"population 

In 
thousands 

7.935 
,,2.064 

2.672 
1.112 
1.760 

830 

16.064 

495 
6.425 
6.386 

8.567 
2.709 

626 

2.834 

Beginning 
pendl ng 

32.258 

1.312 
5.821 1 

383 

25.9891 

14.977 1 

6.916 
4.096 

900 
97 

1.396 

Flied 

62.709 
67.373 

90.1901 

8.304 
21.2061 

20.078 

53.491 
48.572 
4.91~ 

3.252 
71.641 

188.291 1 

82.2491 

89.036 
17,006 

471.457P 

471.457 
227.824 

47.160 

20.856 
270 

1.335 

Disposed 

57.889 
55.366 

71.2841 

8.373 
20.375 1 

43.632 
39.395 

4.237 
3.321 

57 .~62 
181.174 1 

83.6191 

80.459 
17.096 

188.528 

18.888 
318 

2.349 

End 
pending 

44.265 

1.243 
6.6521 

314 

33,1061 

13.6071 

15.493 
4.006 

2.868 
49 

1.268 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed pendIng 

92 
82 

82 
81 
86 

102 
80 
961 

1021 

90 
101 

83 

91 
118 

176 

66 

10 

181 

17 1 

17 
24 

14 
18 

95 

Chenge In 
pendIng 

NUnDei' Percent 

(4.820) 
12,007 

08.906 1 ) 
-69 
831 1 

(9.859) 
(9.177) 
( 682) 

-69 
04.279) 

7.1171 

-1.370
' 8.577 

-90 

139.296) 

1.968 
-48 

-128 

37 

-18 

271 
91 

124J 
-2 

219 
-49 

-9 

, Flied (dis
posed) per 

100.000 
'p.opu I.t 1 on 

790 
3,264 

'''3.375 1 

747 
1.2051 

2.419 

333 
302 

31 
657 

1.115 
2.9481 

1.2881 

1.394 
266 

3.667P 

3.667 
2.659 
1.741 

3.332 

47 

NoTe: All avalltlble date are el")tered In the tllble end ell lIpp~oprlate clJlculatlons are InclUded. Shmk spaces IndIcate that either the data are not 

available or the calculations were not approprIate. 

IC~ta are not complete: 
LoulsJana--Data were unavatlllble for two court locations, and only slxty-slx to seventy-five percent coaplete for five other locatIons. 

MJchlgan--DlctrJct Court--Data tiere unavaIlable for nine courts. 
Ore9On--o.t. were reported for only 108 loc.tlons of The Munlclp.1 Court. 

JExpl.nat.lon of d.to Included In the c.tegory: 
Mtchfgcl1--Gomiion Pleas Court of Detrolt--The lerge Increase In tha number of these C8ses pondlng at the end ot tho year In thlj~ court may be 

.ttrlbuted to a ch.nge In ordln.nce vlol.tlon Jurisdiction trom the Recorder's Court of DetroiT to the Co""""n Pleas Court of Detroit. 
PDeta were not avalilible for all courts In the steta. 

6rhe crlmln.l c.se unit of counr Is the nuorber of Informations or Indictments. 
7The criminal case unIt of count Is the number of InforJMitlons, Indictments, or corrplalnts. 
8The Ci""lmtnal case unIt of count Is the number of defendants on the" rnfor~a:tlo'J or IndIctment. 
9rhe crImInal case unIT of count Is the number qf defendants on the tnformatlon. IndIctment, or corrplelnt. 

'Orhe crImInal case unIt of count Is the number of charges. 
l1The crImInal case unit of count Is the case number 'assigned to the Information, IndIctment, 0\5 complaInt et arraIgnment. 
12The criminal case unIt' of oount Is not consistent stlltewlde. 

\\ 

TABLE 37: Preliminary hearing caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
S~ate adult population ~ithin unit of count woupings. Courts reporting preliminary hearing caseload. 
Disposed and end pe~dmg as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 
100,000 adult population 

Adult As percent 
of fl led 

Change In Filed (dls-
pending posed'> per 

State, court title, and unit of count 
popul.tlon 

In Beginning End End 100.000 adu It 
Number Percent ~ latlon _________________ , thousandJ 

_~pe~n~d!!l~ngiL._.!F~I~I~e~d_~O!.:ls""p!20~se!!!d!....--lp~e!!!n2-d,!,!1 n~gL ,Disposed pend I ng 

Informations, lndlc~nts, complaints 

A loska--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DlsiTlct COurt7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Magi s tr .t85 COurt7 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

I nd I.n ... -STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 
SuperIor Court and CircuIt COurt7 ••••••• 
Couniy COurt7 •••••••••••••••••••• Il •••••• 

low ... -olstr Ict COurt6 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mls$Our I--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Magistrate Court6 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
St. louis Court of Crlmln.1 

COrrectlon7 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nebroska-coun1y COurT7 .................. . 
New Ma>clco--Maglstrate COurt7 ••••••••••••• 
North Dakota-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 

Coun1y Court with Increased 
Jurlsdlctlon7 ••• ; ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Coun1y Justice Court7 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon~lsiTlct Court1l •••••••••••••••••• 
Rhoda Island--ols1rlct COurt7 ••••••••••••• 
South CIII"oJlna--Maglstr.te COurt6 ......... 
Utah--Justlce COurtl, 7 •••••••••••••••••••• 
West Vlrglnla-Ml!t)lstrllte COurt13 .... ~ .... 

Number of defendont. 

Arlzone--Justlc8$ of the Peacei ,9 ........ . 
CGllfornl ... -STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 

Justice Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Itmlclpal Court9 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Colorad~unty COurt9 ••••••••••••••••••• 
OlsiTlct of Columbia-Superior COurt9 ... .. 

263 

3,763 

2.064 
3.478 

1,112 
809 
455 

1.760 
678 

1,988 
830 

1,321 

1,629 
16.064 

1,098 
495 

510P 
510 

294P 
39 

255 
3.846 

4.823 

897 

o 
148 

1,588 
1.451 

137 
5.267P 

807 
4.460 

20.271 
26.543 
22.977 

3,566 
4,249 
9,288 
1.480 

1.169 
311 

9,220 
5,912 

14.199 
2881 

11,123 1 

15,8831 
105,315 

8.335 
96.980 
16.005 
- 6,576 

1.410 654P 
1.307 654 

103 
4.931P 630P 

792 54 
4.139 576 

19,812 3.743 
22,055 
19.223 

2,832 
4,091 4.981 

1,194 

940 
254 

9.108 1.009 
7,192 

14.091 

15.1461 
91.638 

7.159 
84.479 
16.005 
6,460 

o 
264 

89 
90 
75 
94P 
98 
93 
98 
83 
84 

79 
96 

81 

80 
82 
99 

122 
99 

951 
87 
86 
87 

100 
98 

45 

12P 
7 

13 
18 

117 

11 

o 
4 

( 178) 
144 28 
(34) 
336P 114P 

15 38 
321 126 

-103 -3 
(4.488) 
(3.754) 

(734) 

158 3 

(286) 

(22S) 
(57) 
112 12 

(-1,280) 
[ 108) 

(2,081 1) 

7371 341 
(13.6n) 
(1.176) 

(12.501) 
o 0 

116 78 

604 
552 

52 
140P 
21 

119 
982 
763 
661 

103 
382 

1.148 
325 

257 
68 

524 
872 

~r-
656 

52 
604 

1.458 
1.328 

Idaho--MaglsiT.tos 0Ivlslon9 .............. ' 
Kentucky--Dlstr let COurt9 ••••••••••••••••• 
New York-STATE TOTIIL ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Crlmln.1 Court of the City of New York9• 

594 
2,441 

12.856 

1,655 5,357 
21.959 
83,7001p 

83.700
' 

4.984 
18.655 

2.028 93 
85 

38 373 23 
(3.304) ,," 

902 
900 
651 'p 

651 1 

OlsiTlct Court .nd CI1y COurt9 ........ .. 
Oh io--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Couniy Courts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
"'nlclpol CourtS •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsy I van I.--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••• 
Phll.delphla Munlclp.' CourtS ••••••••••• 
OlsiTlct Justice COurt9 ••••••••••••••••• 

W .. hlng1on~lsiTlct COurt9 .............. . 

Nllllber of charges 

Oeiliware--Justice of ffle Peace Court lO •••• 
Haw.II~lstrlct COurtIO •••••••••••••••••• 
PU6ito Rlco--TOTAL.~~~*e._ •••••••••••••••• 

Superior COurtIO ••••••••••••••••••• l\ ••• 
DlsiTlct COurtIO •••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 

No consistent definition 

New H ... p.h Ir .... -STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••• 
District COurt1Z •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nunlclpal COurt12 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

7,579 

8.567 

2,709 

4)4 
626 

615 

3,643 
608 

3,035 
1.0'i6P 

1.076 

10,286P,,, 
58 

10,228 

41,626 
3.375 

38,251 
101,292P 

10,954 
90,338 

7,524 

15.812P 

731 
15,081 

40.693 
3.642 

37,051 
94.680P 

10.983 
83,897 

783 
16,274V 

646 
15,628 

3.139 
'3.052 

87 

4,540 
318 

4.222 
1,047P 

1.047 

9,824P 

143 
9,681 

98 
108 
97 
94P 

100 
93 

10JP 
88 

104 

!1 
9 

11 
lP 

10 

II ----...., 

897 25 
-290 -48 

1,187 39 
-29P -3P 
-29 -3 

(6.441) 

-462P 

85 
-547 

-4P 

147 
-5 

549 
44 

505 
1.I82P 

128 

1.054 
278 

301 
(125) 

(510) 
(496) 
(14) 

Note: All available data-are Included In the t.bl •• nd all 'pproprlate calcul.tlons .re Included. 81.nk spaces Indlc.te tti.t either the data are not 
av.llable or the calcUI.tlons were not approprl.te. 

-- Not applicable. " 

10at. 111"0 IlGt complete: 
AI' I zon ... -Incomp lete date were reported for six ""urt loca110ns. 
Now York-oCrlmlnal Cour't of the City of New York-One hundred nine 

"-c .... could not be Idontlfled by c.se 1ype. 
Utah--o.ta were sullllitted by 161 of ttie 181 Justices of 111e peace. 
Wost Vlrglnla-Nlne oLit of twelve reporis were recalved from Lewis 

,.nd Wob.ter countl .... 
Po.t. wer .. not "v.lI.ble for nil couris In the state. 

6rhe criminal case unit of count Is the nuorber of Inform.tl9ns or 
Indlctmenis. 

7The criminal case unit of count Is the nuorber of Informations, 
Ind Ictmenis. or comp 1.1 nts. 

Brhe crlmln.1 case un It of count Is th9 nuorber of defendants on the 
Inform.tlon or Indictment. 

lIrhe 'criminal case unit of count Is the nuorb.r of defendants on thO 
Information, Indictment, or compl.lnt. 

IOrhe criminal c.se unit of count Is the nuorber of charges. 
"The criminal case unit of count Is the case number ass Igned 10 the 

Information, Indictment. or complaint .t arraignment. 
12The cr'mln.' c.se unit of count Is not consistent statewide. 
13rhe crlmln.1 c.se unltof count Is the nUorber of .... rr.nts Issued. 
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TABLE 38: Criminal appeals caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
S~ate adult population ~ithin unit of count woupings. Courts reporting criminal appeals caseload. 
Disposed and end pe~dmg as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 
100,000 adult population 

State, court'tl1"le, and uniT of courT 

Informations, Indictmants, canplalnts 

Alaska--Superlor Court6 ••••••••••••••••••• 
Kansas--Olstrlct CourT? ••••••••••••••••••• 
Maryland--Clrcult COurt6 •••••••••••••••••• 
Massachusetts--D I sir 1 ct Court7 .,," """ •••• ,," 
New Jersey--COun1y COurt6 •• "" ••• " ••• " ••••• 
North Oakota--Olstrlct COurt6 ••••••••••••• 
Oklahoma--Dlstrtct Court6 •••••••••• n •••••• 

Rhode Island--Superlor Cour~ ••••••••••••• 
Utah--Dlstrlct Court7 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Number of defendants 

Arlzona--Superlor Court9 •••••••••••••••••• 
Ca II torn I a--Super lor Courts ••••••••••••••• 
Colorado--DJs1rfct Court and Denver 

Superior Courts ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Connecticut-SuperJor Courts •••••••••••••• 
Fforlda--Circult COurt9 ••••••••••••••••••• 
I daho--D I str I ct CourtS •••••••••••••••••••• 
Kentucky--ClrculT COurtB •••••••••••••••••• z·, 

Mlch Igan--C IrcuI t COurt9 •••••••••••••••••• 
tiebraska--Olstrlct COurt6 ••••••••••••••••• 
Pen,lSY Ivan I a--COurt of Com.'tDn Please •••••• 
Texas--COuniy Court at law and 

Co~-tI1utional Coun1y COurtl ,.9 ....... . 
Washington-Superior Courts ••••••• ,.. ••• ,... 

Number of charges 

Adult 
population 

In 
thousands 

263 
1,695 
2,963 
4,206 
5,265 

455 
2,028 

678 
830 

1,629 
16,064 

1,908 
2,269 
6,425 

594 
2,441 
6,386 
1,112 
8,567 

8,994 
2,709 

Delaware--Superior COur;:e................. 414 
PUerto R I co-Super I or Cour t 1 0, J ••••••••• •• 

No cons t s tent def In t tlon 

New Hampshlre--Superlor COurtI2 ••••••••••• 
North Carollna--Superlor COurT12 ......... . 

615 
3,933 

Beginning 
eendlng 

580 

1,067 

545 

50 

56 

2711 
1,26&1 
2,126 

2,517 
7,754 

Filed 

151 
715 

4,595 
18,995 
2,554 

56 
589 
291 
632 

2,290 
2,700 

399 
60 

640 
67 

396 
3601 

:2,25>i 
11,387 

65,7621 

3,110 

269 

3,241 
22,702 

Diseased 

4,076 

2,486 
76 

467 

614 

2,384 
,2,366 

47 
479 
65 

309 
2771 

l,52Gl 
10,706 

2,417 
21,684 

End 
eendlog 

648 

1,189 

451 

63 

58 

3541 

1,99g.) 
2,807 

3,341 
8,772 

As percent 
of filed 

l' 
Diseased 

89 

97 
136 
79 

97 

104 
87 

78 
75 
97 
78 
77' 
67J 
94 

75 
96 

End 
eendlog 

25 

202 

20 

105 

87 

98' 

25 

103 
39 

Change In 
eendlng 

Number 

(519) 

68 
(-20) 

122 

(18) 

-94 
(342) 

U 
( 161) 

2 
(871 

83 1 

73>i 
681 

824 
1,018 

Percent 

12 

11 

-17 

26 

31 1 

sa.! 
32 

33 
13 

Filed (dls-
posed per 
100,000 adult 
202;u latlon 

57 
42 

155 
452 

49 
12 
29 
43 
76 

141 
17 

21 
3 

10 
11 
16 
61 

203J 
133 

731 1 

115 

65 

527 
577 

Note: All ava flab Ie data are entered 10 the tab Ie and all approprf ate calcu lations are !nc luded. B lank spaces I nd 1(2I1'e thZllt either the datD lire not 
available or the calculatIons were not appropriate. 

-- = Not app IIcab Ie. 

IDaTa are 'not complete: 
Hlchlgan--Data were unavailable from seven counties. 
Texas--The figure reported her~ Is based on less than canplete reportlrg ,of data by this COlJrt. ApP"oxlmately nlne1y-seven percent of 

monthly reports possible were received. 
JExplanatlon of data Included In the category: 

Nebraska--The data reported Include bo1h civil and criminal appeals; however, the maJorl1y are criminal. 

the 11t,BI 
'oJ 

Puerto RIco--Appeals data for "the PUerto Rico Superior Court are Included by case ~tEgory In the court profile, bUT could not be seporatm out for"' 
'Inclus Ion In 1f11s chart. 

61he criminal case unit of count Is the number of informations or Indictments. 
7Tbe criminal case unit of cOunt Is the number of Informations, Indictments, or canplalnts. 
8The criminal case unit of count Is 1t!e number of defendants on the tnformutlon or Indictment. 
9The criminal case unIt of count Is the number of defend~,..ts on 111e 'Information, Indictment, or canplalot. 

IOrne ~rlmlnal c"se unt1" of count Is the number of charges. 
12The criminal case unit of count Js not cons Ist.Qnt stahwlde. 
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TABLE 39: Criminal disposition types for trial courts; 1978. 
State adult population within unit of count groupings. Courts reporting criminal disposition types. Pleas, total convictions, 
trial convictions, ~cquitted, nolle proseqL!i, and dismissed. Each disposition type as a percent of criminal dispositions 

State, court tItle, end unit of count 

Informations, IndIctments, corrplalnts 

Alaska--Superlor Court .......................... . 
Indlana--Cr:lmlnal Court of Marlon County .. .. 
Konsas--Dlstrlct Court .................... .. 
Missourl-Circult Court ond Court of 

Tol.1 
crIminal 
disposi
tions 

905 1 

1,836 
25,051 

Common Ple.s........ ................ ...... 18,330 
Ne. Jersey STATE TOTAL...... ......... ...... 321,688 

Superior Court (Lo. Division) 
llInd County Court ............................................. .. 

County DIstrict Court ................... .. 
Munlclpol Court .......................... . 

North D.kot.--Dlstrlct Court .............. .. 
Oklahom.--DI";Tlct Court ................... . 
Tennessee--Crrcult Court and 

Crlmln.1 Court ........................... . 
Ut.h--STATE TOTAL ......................... .. 

District Court .......................... .. 
City Court ............................... . 

Vermont--STATE TOTAL ....................... . 
Superior Court .......................... .. 
District Court .......................... .. 

Wyomlng--Dlstrlct Court ................... .. 

Number of defend.nts 

Aleb.m;'--Clrcult Court .................... .. 
Arlzona--Superlor Court .......................... . 
Callfornla--STATE TOTAL ..................... . 

Superior Court ........................... . 
Justice Court ........................... .. 

"Munlclp.1 Court .......................... . 
COnnectlcut--Superlor Court'~ ................... . 
Delawl!lre-Superlor Court' •••••••••••••••••••• 
District of Columbl.--Superlor Court ...... .. 
Florld.-STATE TOTAL ...................... .. 

Circuit Court ............................ . 
County Court ............................. . 

Georgia-STATE TOTAL ....................... . 
Superior COUrtl ......................... .. 
St.te Court ond County .COurt ............ .. 
Probate Court ............................ . 

Ho.oll--STATE TOTAL ....................... .. 
Circuit Court ............................ . 
District Court .......................... .. 

IllInols--CIrcult Court .................... . 
Mlchlg'n--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 

Circuit Court ........................... .. 
Common Ple.s Court of Detroit ............ . 
Munlclp.1 Court .......................... . 
District Court ........................... . 

21,926 
3,305 

295,457 
987 

20,4971 

29,391J 
26,3631 

2,691 1 

23,672 
19,9971 

401 

19.957 
1,355 

23,273 
13,671 1 

720,051 1 

49,003 1 

55,987 
615,061 

3,7501 

3,470 
-20,817 1-

289,8591 

82,069 1 

207,790 
126,485blp 

52,412bl 

68,759bl 

5,314b 

37,487' 
1,732 

35,755 1 

55,5121J 
369,712 1p 

19,0941 

80,459 
20,876 

249,283 1 

Tot. I 
trl.ls 

1661 

212 
2,116 

3,824 
3,318P 

2,822 
496 

370 
2,2661 

2,867J 
4,3871 

%61 

3,821 
2221 

101 

212 
312 

6,370 
1,5781 

75,3251 

7,4931 

6,643 
61,189 

1491 

406 
1,4971 

1,'4,5181 

, f,292 1 

0,286 
6,381 1p , 
3,5161 

2,8581 

7 
316P 
316 

3,3401 

16,241 1p 

1,5251 

1,386 
1,908 

13,4221 

Pie. 
As 

percent 
of dls

Number posed 

4201 461 

1,057 58 
13,979 56 

9,580 51 
12,500P 

12,500 55 

131 13 
9,71'2 1 471 

17 ,075 58 
10,7451 411 

1,6041 601 

9,141 39 
14,281 i 711 

71 181 

14,275 72 
600 44 

7, H~91 52 1 

Trial conviction 
As I\s 

percent percent 
of dls- of 

NUmber posed trials 

1,049 50 

1,441P 

1,441 6 51 

370 37 100 

2,093 

Tote I conviction 
As 

percent 
of dls

Number posed 

13,941P 

13,941 61 

501 .51 

19,168 65 

410,4561 571 16';,331 21 221 4i7,3891 591 
35,787 1 73 1 5';;1121 121 791 41,6991 851 

348,884 57 J 8, 81 I 15 357'1865 58 

Acqultt.1 
As 

percent 
of dls

Number posed 

360 

1,069P 

1,069 

o o 

774 3 

25,785 46 " ~t140 31 27/~25 50 

2781 I 741 \,731 21 491 2,8541 761 761 21 

No I Ie prosequ I 

As 
percent 
of dls-

Number posed 

2,863 

2,502 

4,554 1 

0 1 

4,554 

15 

231 

0 1 

23 

Olsmisfial 

As 
percent 
of dis-

Number posed 

2331 

3D 
8,374 

2,063 
7,769P 

7,769 

159 
6,6801 

2,558 
5,9651 

521 1 

5,444 
6921 

141 

618 
366 

497 1J 

152,5091 

5,2871 

8,275 
138,947 

1591 

26 1 

20 
33 

11 

34 

16 
331 

2: 128: # 61: 273 8 67 2,401 69 71 2 
~13F1- 8741 41 581 7,5201 36 1 3771 21 1,5971 
112:499'\ ~.lll, 7,2801 3 1 501 5,3411J 21J 8O,9431J 

855 
4,253 1 

25 43 

17 ,8391 i 2,1 2,3W l 31 55 1 1,3571J 21J 31,091'J 
94,66~.-\ '" 4,905 48 3,984l 2J 49,852J 
78,13J~r (i !Ip 27,3581Jp 22 1p (J) 

33,57i!,tl41 12,2581J 231 (J) 
42,92f 62 1 14,6891J 211 (J) 
1,63l • ~ 411 IJ 81 (j) 

64" --------------------- -~8~,~65~8~lp~---- ------------ ~1~.9~7~ITIJr---~5T( --6~,~0~29~1----716~1r--

6/,i' 37 324 19 254 15 

18,9981 34 1 

88,7881p 
9,Onl 471 

6,878 33 
72,878 1 291 

-ll 
8,6581 

20,9821 

<, . 

1,647 1 51 5' 775 1 16 1 

15:0841J 271J 
«,1151p 121p 
3,0681 161 

4,488 6 
3,815 18 

32,744 1 131 

'\ 

, " 

co 
0) 

Q. 
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Montan&--o:strlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
New York--STATE TOTAL ...................... . 

Supreme Court ond County Court .......... .. 
Crlmln.1 Court of the CIty of New york .. .. 
DIstrIct Court .nd CIty Court ............ . 

Oh Io--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• ; ••••••••••• 
Court of Common PI e.s ••••••••••••••••••••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mun'c'p.' Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylv.nl.--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Common P J eas • .,. ••••••••••••••••••• 

Phll.delphl. Mun'c'p.' Court •••••••••••••• 
DIstrIct JustIce Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Tex's--STATE TOTAL ......................... . 
DIstrIct Court .ndCrlmln.' 

DIstrIct COurt l .................. ". .... .. 
County Court .t L.w .nd Const,tut'on.' 

County Court
' 
.......................... . 

Mun'c'p.' courtl ........................ .. 
JustIce of the Pe.ce Court I .............. . 

Vlrglnl.--Clrcult Court .................... . 

Numb-3r of charges 

Puerto Rlco--STATE TOTAL .................. .. 
Superior Court ................. , ........ .. 
DIstrIct Court .......................... .. 

No consIstent defInItIon 

MI nnesot.--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••• 
DIstrIct Court .................... · ....... . 
County Court ............................. . 

New Herrpshlre--Superfor Court ............... . 
North C.rolln.--STATE TOTAL ................ . 

SuperIor Court .......................... .. 
DIstrIct Court ........................... . 

2,442 
375,5881p 6.107Jp 
33,387 3,4631 

218.623
' 

9691 
123,578 1,675 
286,2061P 18,9241p 
30,603 3,944 
22.003 1 2,029 1 

2336001 12,95\1 
448:9601P 56.0671p 
54.3431 7.905

' 29,005 3.793 
365,612 44,369 

~OO=3~,9~5~0~1----~ll~6.3531 

207,842 1 

343,2671 

270,1461 

50,539 

66.846
'
p 

23,083 
43,7631 

40.691 1 
10.487 
30,2041 

6,578 
379,702 1 

29,113 1 

350.589 

4, I~' r 

3.254
' 63,7401 

45,23e l 

15,559 

13,841 1p 
4,667 
9,174

' 

3,1601 

763 
2.397

' 620 
36.738P 

36,738 

1.465 60 
190,344P 51P 
24.192 72 

101,628 46 
64.524 52 

150;427
'
p 53 1P 

17,767 58 
9.~091 42' 

123,451 I 531 

207.0051p 46 1P 
23,4771 431 

2,525 9 
181,003 50 
442,111 1 491 

46,555 1 56 1 

79,5051 381 

163,321 1 481 

152,7301 57 1 

20,727 41 

20,6581 P 311p 
7,686 33 

12,972
' 

301 

24.741 I 61 1 

7,252 69 
17.~~91 581 

2,897 44 
146.374

' 
391 

15.707
' 

54 1 

130,667 37 

122 
3,405P <IP 56P 
2,221 7 64 

307 <1 32 
877 <I 52 

25.265P 

25,265 57 
100,962 1 111 87T 

3,1471 41 76 1 

1,714 1 <I I 531 

54,9751 161 861 

41,126 1 15 1 91 1 

4,981 1p 81P 361P 
2,226 Hi 48 
2,7551 61 301 

49 
193.749P 52P 2,421P <IP 
26.413 79 961 3 

101,935 47 662 <1 
65,401 53 798 <1 

206,268P 19.104P 

206,268 56 19,104 5 
543,0731 601 15,391 1 21 

49,702 1 601 974 1 1: 

81,2191 391 1,5401 <I I 
218,2961 641 8,7651 31 

193,8561 72 1 4,112 1 2' 

25,5471p 381P 8,8601p 131P 
9,820 43 2,441 11 

15,7271 361 6,4191 151 

,::=; 

10.7821P 

3,885 
1,2991 

5,5981 

61,368 IP 
8.594

' 13,139 
39,635 

7,385 

1,307 

41p 
13 
61 
21 

f4lp 
161 

45 
11 

15 

20 

488 20 
141.520P 38P 

6.013 18 
88.217 40 
47,290 38 
38,1591p 13 1p 

432 I 
3.593 1 16 1 

34,134 1 151 

355 1P 
355 1 <I I 

242.358 1 271 

30.4471 37 1 

99,428 1 48 1 

45.412
' 

131 

67.071
' 

25 1 

2,361 

26,774 1p "'401P 
7,703 33 

19,071 I 44 1 

9,234 1 231 

2,472 24 
6,762 1 22' 

82,2181 22' 
9,801 1 34 1 

72,417 21 

Note: AI I .v.".ble d.t •• re entered In the t.ble .nd .1 I .pproprl.te c.'cul.tlons .re Included. al.nk sp.ces Indlc.te th.t eIther the d.t •• re not .v.1 lable or the c.lcul.tlons were not 
opproprl.te. 

-- = Not opp IIc.ble. 

bp.rtlcul.r court or reportIng system Inform.tlon: 
The numbers of dl sposltlons repor-ted for GeorgI. courts In th Is table ore dl fferent 

from those reported In the rest of thIs report. GElorgl. deffnes • c.se differently 
when countIng types of dIsposItIons than It does when countIng fl lIngs or tot. I ,', 
dIsposItIons. The tot.1 dIsposItIon fIgures used here .re the sums of the ~"mbe';~-
of cases given under each type of disposItion_ t I 

dC.se defInItIon or unIt of count: 
H.w.1I-Dlstrlct Court--The unIt of count Is the number of ch.rges. 

~~-~- R Alaska-SuperJor Court--Deta N"e' given for felony cases only_ f 
Arlzona--Deta do not Include postconvfctJon remedy calles. , 
Call fornf a-SuperIor Court--Data ere given for felony~ ~ses 00 Iy. j t 
Connectlcut--Superlor Court--ootll lire given for felon) land rnlsdeme~n0r4 ~e~'l!s only_ 
Olstrlct of Columbl.--o.t. Include felony, mlsdeme.nor.i .nd ordln.nce j))loHon 

c~ses on,y_ :. it 

Florlda--Clrcult Court-O.t. ore gIven for felony c.ses only. ·"1 
G<Jorgl.--Superlor Court--o.t •• re gl Ven for c.ses fl led .fter June 30;j.970 on Iy. 
A.w.II--olstrlct Court--o.to do not Include prelimInary he.rlng c.ses.'\'fj.· 
II IInols--o.t •• re gIven for f<,lony c.ses only. 
MJchf.9l1n-C'rcult court--Data Wt,ra unavaIlable from seven countIes whiCh represent at 

le.st thIrty-three perc~~ d the gr.nd tot.1 fll Ings. 
DistrIct Coort--Data were unavlll'lible from nina locations whIch represent ten 

percent of the grand tot. I f I If ngs. 
Mlnnesota--county Court--Dota are gIven for mIsdemeanor- cases oo'y. 
New York--Crlmln.1 Court of the CIty of New York--O.t., do not Include non-tr.fflc 

surrmons crdl nance vIol atlons. 
North C.rolln.--Superlor Court--O.t •• re gIven for felony c.ses only. 
Ohlo--county Court .nd Munlclp.' Court--o.t. gIven do not Include pre/ hr.ln.ry 

hellr' ng cases. 

Oklehome--Flgures reported .re for felonIes only. Olsmlss.1 figures Include 
dlsmlss.ls by the st.te only. 

Pennsylvanla--COurt of Common Pfeas--Datll Include felony/misdemeanor cases only. 
Philadelphia MunicIpal Court--Oata oro given for misdemeanor "criminal" cases only. 

Puerto Rlco--Dlstrlct Court--Alf d.t. Include mlsdeme.nor .nd ordln.nce vlol.tlon 
coses only. The tot. I trl.ls figure w.s estImated by .ddlng the trl.1 
convIctIons and trl.1 .cqu'tt.,s. 

Texas-All courts--Data contliined In this table are based on ~n Incoflllieta number of 
monthly reports receIved for all courts. The reporting rlltes for the various 
courts were: DIstrIct Court .nd Crlmln.1 DIstrIct Court--nlnety-elght percent; 
County Court .t L.w .nd Constltut'on.' County Cou~t--nlnety-seven percent; 
Munlcrplll Court--nlnety percent; Justice of the Pellce Court--seventy-seven percent. 

DIstrIct Court .nd Crlmln.1 DIstrIct Court--o.t. Include felony/mlsdeme.nor c.ses 
only. 

Uf.h--Superlor Court--O.t. I nc I ude fe lony/ml sdeme.nor c.ses on I y. 
Vermont--Superlor Courf--D.t. Include felony .nd mlsdeme.nor ""ses on Iy. 

JExpl.n.tlon of d.t. fncluded fn the c.tegory: 
Arlzon.--Nol Ie pr·osequl d.t. Include some dbmlss.ls. 
Florld.--Some dIsmIss. Is .re Included .Ith .cqultt.ls. 
GElorgl.--Dlsmlssol d.t. ore Included wlth"the nol Ie proseqUI d.ta. 
If II nols--The <rrsm'ss.' fIgure Inctudes c.ses reduced to mlsde";.nor. The tot.1 

dIsposItIons ffgure ·does not Include defend.nts who were convIcted of mlsdeme.nors. 
New York--The tot., trl.ls d.t •• re b'sed on • defend.nt count, not the trl.1 count 

reported In the st.fe profl Ie. ThIs reportIng makes the tr,., d.t. comp.r.ble wIth 
the other d.t. presented In th I s tab I e. 

Tennessee--Ths number of dIsposItIons .nd the number of trl.ls ore estimated from the 
crlmln.1 dIsposItIon bre.kdown d.t •• 

PO.t. were not .v.ll.ble for .1 I courts In the st.te. d 
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TABLE 40: Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1978. 
State and court. Criminal case types. Jury trial definition. Dispositions per case type, 
number of trials, trials as a percent o'f dispositions, number of jury trials, jury trials as a 
percent of dispositions and of trials 

State, CourT 
Title and Unit 
of Count 

I nformattons" 
I nd 1 ctruents, 
or canplalnts 

Alaska: 
Super tor Court..................... + 
otstr let Court.. ..................... + 

Indiana: 
Superior and Clrcul T CourT......... + + 
Criminal Court of Marlon County.... + + 
Count)' Court..... ••••••••••• ••••••• + 
Municipal Court of Marlon County... + 
Juvenile Court of Marlon Coun1y.... + 

Iowa: 
Dlstrlc.t Court..................... + 

+ 

Kansas: 
DistriCT Court..................... + 

+ 
Maine: 

Superior Court..................... + + 
District Court..................... + + 

Maryland: 
Circuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••• + + 

Missouri: 
Circuit Court and 

CourT of Common Pleas ••••••••• , ••• + 
+ 

New Jersey: 
Superior Court and County Court6 ... + 
Coun1y DIstrict COurt~ •••••• · ....... . 

Case Type 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Jury/ Number of 
trial dlsJX)sl-
def I n 1- tlo05 per 
tlon case type 

A " 
A 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 

C 
C 
C 

C 
C 

A 

B 

G 

905 
19,788.1 

30,020 
1,836 

32,348 
33,159 

8 

14,513 
68,934 
55,366 

10,232 
14,819 

32,8751 

13,931 
4,399 

22,926 
3,305 

Number 
of 

trials 

166 
1,2saJ 

4,858 
212 

3,662 
5,156 

5 

1,612 
6,786 
4,105 

701 
1,409 

8,78!)! 

2,'762 
1,062 

2,822 
496 

Trials 
.. a 
percent 
of 
dlsJX)
sltlo05 

,18 
6J 

16 
12 
II 
16 
63 

11 
10 
7 

10 

27J 

20 
24 

12 
15 

Number 
of jury 
trials 

156 
749j 

745 
132 
112 
129 

o 

591 
215 
31 

410 
580 

507J 

1,526J 

982 
21 

2,360 

Jury 
trials 
osa 
percent 
of 
dlsJX)
sltlo05 

2 

7 
<I 
<1 
o 

<I 
<1 

4 

7 
<I 

10 

North Dakota: 
"- + + + A "987 310 38 355' .! \J,S District CourT..................... + ! ' 

---------------- -------------------- ------ ----1,( 
Oklahoma: 

Dls1rlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
<) 

Oregon: 
CIrcuit Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
MunIcipal Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

Sou1tl Coro II na: 
Magts'fr::.ate Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Sou1tl Dakota: 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ + 

Circul t CourT..... •••• •••••••• ••••• + 

Utal1: 
District Court ................... .. 
City Court ....................... .. 

Vernont: 
Superior Court ••••••••••• " ••••••••• 
District Court .................... . 

Wisconsin: 
Circuit Court and County Court ..... 

+ 

+ + 
+ + + 

+ + 
+ + 

+ -. 
+ 

\1 

+ 

+ 

+ 

A 
A 
A 

c 
c 

A 

C 
C 

C 

A 
B 

f 
f 
F 

0_ 

20,497 
35,091 

461 

14,9'73 
20,3151 

489,95sJ 

2,691 
23,612 

40 
19,951 

14,106 
17,490 
6,709 

Q 

2,266 
:>,105 

83 

1,818 
3,9461 

256,61ol 

566 
3,821 

10 
212 

1,462 
1,671 

988 

II 
9 

18 

21 
16 

25 
I 

10 
10 
15 

1,120 

367 
220 

9 
137 

315 
177 
2~ 

~ .. ' 
8 

14 
<I 

23 
<1 

2 

<I 

Jury 
trials 
.. a 
percenT 
of 
trials 

94 
,6~ 

15 
62 
3 
3 
o 

37 
4 

<I 

66 
41 

6aJ 

36 
2 

84 

96 

60 

65 
6 

90 
65 

22 
11 
2 

I, 

'~ 
J: 

I 
i' 

--- ------------,:---- --

______ -4 __ ~ __________________________________________ )~-__________________________ _ 

State, Court 
TItle and Unit 
of Count 

Wyoming: 
Dls1r let Court6. .................... + 

Number of Defendonts 

Alabama: 
Clrcul t CourtS..................... + 

Arizona: 
Super lor CourtS.................... + 

+ 

Municipal CourtS................... + 

California: 
Super lor CourT •••••••••••••••••• ".. + 
Justice COurt ••••••••••••••••••• II •• + 

Municipal Court,................... + 

Colorado: 
County CO ... t .......... -.) .......... .. 

Connecticut: 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dela ... re: 
SuperIor Court ..................... . 

District of Cc>lumbla: 
Super lor COurt9 •••••••••••••••••••• 

florida: 
Clrcul t CourtS ................... .. 
Couniy Courts •••••••••••• " ••••••••• 

H .... II : 
Clrcul1" Courts ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Idaho: 
o Istr let Court •••••••••••••••••••• 

,-, MaglstratelsoDlvlslon 

of District Court •••••••••••••••• 

Illinois: 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Circuit Court...................... + 
Mlch Ig.n: 

Clrcu! t Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 

District ~urt ••••••••••••••••••••• 

eo-,n Pleas .Court of Oetrolt ••• u • 

~nlclpDI COurt •••••••••••• ~ ••••••• 

" 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Case Type 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Jury/ Numbor of 
trial dlsposl-
deflnl- tlo05 per 
t tOil case 1y pe 

H 

B 

B 

B 
B 

B 

C 
B 
B 

B 

f 
f 
f 

C 

C 

C 

A 
A 
A 

C 
C 

C 
C 

C 

C 
C 

C 
C 

A 

C 
C 
C 
C 

1,\ 
~ 

C 

1,355 

23,273 

10,009 
600 

2,384 
136 

47,9881 

49,003 
44,591 
4,30aJ 
4,237 

491,187 
39,395 
43,097J 

25,213 

3,750 

3,470 

3,854 
13,312 
3,321 ' 

82,069 
201,190 

1,682 
50 

2,760 
195 
65 

20,271 
4,984 

55,5121 

18,8171 

2771 

83,6191 

165,6641 

80,459 
11,096 
3,lao I) 

Number 
of 

trials 

312 

6,370 

908 
22 

642 
6 

7~7441 

7,493 
2,921 

680l 
191 

14,758 
639 

4,41ol 

1,796 

149 

406 

710 
694 

93 

4,292 
10,286 

313 
3 

2,052 
138 

19 

13,862 
1,820 

1,5181 

71 

7,2251 

6,1671 -
1,386 

,1,777 
131 

Trials 
.. a 
percent 
of 
dlsJX)
sltlons 

23 

27 

4 

27 
4 

15 
7 

16J 

2 
lol 

7 

4 

12 

18 
5 
3 

5 

19 
6 

74 
71 
29 

68 
37 

Number 
of jury 
trials 

60 

1,556 

800 
13 
19 
3 

251 1 

4,914 
474 
3aJ 
o 

4,193 
o 

116J 

242 

103 

332 

658 
451 

o 

2,764 
1,951 

246 
o 

1,2551 

11 

3641 

1,0921 

255 
168 
23 

-(contlllled on nact Pl'(l") 

Jury 
trials 
osa 
percent 
of 
dlsJX)
sltlo05 

8 

<1 
2 

<11 

10 
I 

<IJ 

<I 
o 

<IJ 

'I 

3 

10 

11 
3 
o 

3 
<I 

15 
o 

21 

Jury 
trials 
OSa 

percent 
of 
trials 

19 

24 

88 
59 
3 

50 
31 

66 
16 
6J 
o 

32 
o 
3J 

13 

69 

82 

93 
65 
o 

64 
19 

79 
o ~: . 

c: 
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TABLE 40: Criminal jury and non-jury trial dispositions by case type, 1978. (continued) 

State, Court
Title and Unit 
of Count 

Nunber of defendants (continued) 

New York: 
Supreme CoUrT and Coun1y Court. ••• + + 
o Istr Ict Court and C l1y CourT •••••• 

Clllo: 
CourT of Common P lens.. ••• ........... + 
Coun1y Court....... ••• •••••••••• ••• + 
MunIcipal Court •••••• ~............. + 

Pennsy Ivanla: 
Court of Comm:m Pleas •••••••••••••• ~_, + + 
Philadelphia Municipal COurt •• · ••••• ~ + 
District Justice Court.............. ~- + 

Texas: 
DIstrIct Court aod 

Criminal DistricT Court.......... + 
+ 

Municipal Court.................... + 
Justlco- of the POClce Court......... + 
Couniy Court at law, CoroStl1utJonal 

County Court, and Prob.te Court.. + 

WaShIngton: 
Superior Court •••••••••••••••• ,..... + 
DistrIct Court and 

Case Type 

~ 
c 

~ 
a II :. 
! ~ ; 

+ 

+ + 

+ 

+ 

Justices of 1tle Peace •••••••••••• 
MuniCipal and P9'.Ilce Court ••••••••• 

+ + 

Nwnber of chikges/counts 

Oe:aware: 
Court of Common Ple.s ............ .. + 

GeorgIa: 
Superior COur't...................... + 

+ 
State Court and COun1¥ Cour"t. •••••• + 
Probate Court ••••••••••••••• ~...... + 

PUerto Rico: 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••• , + 

(i + 
VIrgInIa: 

Circuit CourT...................... + 

No consistent definItIon 

Minnesota: 
Ofstrh:t COurt' ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Coun1y COurt ••••• '! •••••••••• ~ •••••• 

Il.w Hompsh Ire: fl' 
Super.lor COurt~~!.!-!--~.!~.;..'; ......... . 

Nor111 Caro II na: '-'~'--'-' 

,+ 

+ + 
"+ 

+ + 

Superior Court..................... + 

Disirict Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

Juryl 
trl.1 

Number of 
dlsposl-

d.flnl- tlons per 
tlon case type 

A 33,387 
A 123,576 

C 30,603 
C 22,003 
C ~33,600 

A 54,343 
, II 29,0051 

" 365,612 

C 
C 
A 
A 

c 

C 
C 

C 

A 
A 

C 
C 

E 

A 
A 

H 

C 
C 

E. 
() 

76,5871. 
6,1061 

343,2671 

270,1461 

207,8421 

13,617 

6,394 

38,529 
17 ,399 
70,987 

5,321 

12,:1:46 
10,191 

27,933 
22,207 

399 

10,487 
30,204 

6,576 

29,n~ 
21,66~. 

350,569 

Number 
of 

trIals 

3,463 
1,675 

3,944 
2,029 

12,951 

7,905 
3,7931 

44,369 

4,10301' 
1al 

63,7401 

43,238 

3,254 

2,615 

14,300 
11,256 

6,394 

3,002 
514 

2,8:B 
7 

2,486 
2,181 

8,697 
6,762 

80 

763 
2,397 

ElO 

36,736 

TrIals 
as. 
percent 
of 
dlslD
sltlons 

10 
1 

13 
9 
6 

15 
131 

12 

21 

19 

Ilumber 
of jury 
trIals 

1,936 
69 

623 

3,055 

2,964.1 
u;j 

8\!3 
:B6 

1,122 

1,925 

341 
96 

« 
" 100 61 

8 
3 
4 

<1 

20 
21 

31 
31 
2;) 

7 
6 

9 

'10 

2,574 
254 
Y48 

338 
34 

2,:101 
718 

473 
218 

415 

Jury 
trIals' 
asa 
perC9nt 
of 
dlslD
sltlons 

6 
<1 
<1 

6 

14 

7' 

3 
<1 

7 
3' 

, 
<1 

6 

7 

Jury 
tr1.ls 
ass 
percent 
of 
trIals 

49 
4 
6 

34 

74 

2 
<1 

86 
49 
33 

14 
2 

23 
,\I 

62 
II 

67 

Note: All .vellable data are entered In 111. table ar.d .11 ....... oprl.te calcul.tlons a.". Included, Blank,·spllC~, .lndic.te 111at """ da{~ 
were not av.llable or tit. c~'lcul.tlons wOre Inepproprl31e, 

-- = Not appllcal1le. 
+ = Date are 91Yf!n for1l1ese cas. 1ypos. 

i:;i 

t:' • 

IOata ~~e not complote: 
Arlzona--Munlclpal Court--No date were .vallable from flva courts. 
I i II no I s--C Ircu I t Court--Tr I'~I sIn ..u Ich defendants, were found gull ty ofa reduced charg. wer. not Inc lud.d In 111. d.ta. 
Ml\lno--Dlsirlct Court-··As a result of the Implementation of 1tle ne" roportlng system, data were available for 1tle second half of 

111. reportIng period only. 
Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court-No d.ta were glv.n from 111. followIng couritles: Clinton, Hlllsdal., JackS9n, LIvIngston, Oakland, 

Osceo la, and Wayne. 
District Court-f'b data were avallabls fran 1tle follo"I09 loa,tlons: Ann Arbor, Blrmlnghern, Lapeer County,"Kalamazoo, Lhollla, 

Muskegon Coun1y, St. Joseph's Coun1y, South Haven, and Southfle'ld. 
Dregon--Munlclpal Court-PartIal r.lDrts were rec.lved from 14 munIcIpalitIes. 
Pennsylv.nl .... -Phllad.lphlaltlnlclpal Court--D~t. Includ. only those cases listed as crIminal In the mlsdem.anor category. 
South D.kiJt .... -oate for all courts do not Include data for 111.6.5 full-tIme equIvalent Lay Magf'str.tos, or 12.6 Lawy.r Maglstrat.s 

of the Circuit Court. The misdemeanor cases are limited 10 high grade, Class 1 cases W'alch repr~ent 8% of the 10tal 
misdemeanor dl'spositlons. 

T<>cas--The DIstrict Court.nd CrImInal District Court reported 98% of 1I1elr m>nthly county reports, oI1Ile 1110 ItInlclpal Court 
r.lDrt.d 90~, 111. JustIce of 111. P •• c. Court,,77%, and 111. County Court .t Law, Constltu1'lonal County Court, and Probat. Court 
97$. 

jExp lanatlon of date Included In the category. 
Aloska--Dlsirlct Court--Data Include mlsc!omeanor traffic cases, ~Ich canJl"lse approximately 33$ of the data. 
Callfornla-Prellmlnary hearing trial data exclude decisions 9)lIy relevant 10 cases being bound over. 
Malne--Supetlor Court--Oota also Incrude traffic cases. /.1 ' 

Mary land--Qiher cases Include postconvictlon remedy and sen't~nce revl8lll cases. 
~uth Carol I na--Data could not be separllted fran irafflc cases. 
Tex.s-Th. DistrIct Courts' jury trIal d~ta Includ. dlr.cted ""rdlcts. 

TrIal d.flnltlons: 
A = A trial Is counted If triad 10 JUdgment, canpletlon, verdict, or decision. 
B = A jury trIal Is. counted "".n 111. jury s.l.ctlon begIns (fIrst juror (',5 drawnl. 
C = II jury trIal Is counted ""en 111. jury Is sworn (Implln.l.dl. 
o = II non-jury tr I al Is counted wh.n th. fIrst wI tness Is s"'rn. 
E = A non-Jury trial Is (;9untecl at the polht "'en an openlrg statemonfor the Introduction of orr( evldence'ocOJrs. 
F = A trl.1 Is counted whon It has off Icl.lly begun. 
G = A non-Jury trial Is· counted at the polfit Wlen an openlrg statement or the Introduction of art! evidence oCOJrs. Guilty pleas are 

not counted as trials. 
H = A trial Is not- counted In the same 'rI8y ltIrolJgh.?ut the state. 
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TABLE 41: .. .. .. d' fon and all trial courts, 1978. . Traffic caseload in general jurisdIctIon, h~lted JU~I~e~~~nt ~f filed. Number and percent change In State population. Disppsed and end pen Ing as , 
pending 

state 

Alabama ....... ' ............ . 
Alaska .................... . 
ArIzona 
Arkansas ••••••••••••••••••• 
California ••••••••••••••••• 
Colorado ................... . 

Connect !cut 
Delaware ••••••••••••••••••• 
District of Columbia ., ••••• 
Florid ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Georgia •••••••••••••••••••• 
Guam ....................... . 

Hawaii 
Idaho •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Illinois 
·!ndlana •••••••••••••••••••• 
low8 

Kansas ................................ .. 
Kentucky ••••••••••••••••••• 
Louisiana •••••••••••••••• , •• 
Maine •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Maryland ••••••••••••••••••• 

Massachusetts .......................... .. 
Mlch Igon ••••••••••••••••••• 
Minnesota •••••••••••••••••• 
MissIssippi •••••••••• :," ••• 
Missouri 
Montana 

Nebraska ........................ • ,,"" ...... 
Nevada ••••••••••••••••••••• 

New Ha""shlre •••••••••••••• 
New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York ••••••••••••••••••• 

North Carolina ••••••••••••• 
North Dakota ••••••••••••••• 

, OhIo •••••••••••• ,: •••••••••• 
OklehOtrll! .................... . 

Oregon ..................... . 

Pennsylvan1a ................ . 
Puerto R I co •••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Ish!lnd ••••••••••• " ••• 
South Caro II na ••••••••••••• 

South Dakota 
Tennessee ...... ~ ..... ~ .. " .... 
Texas 
Utah ....................... . 
Vermont .................. oo .. oo •• ~OO. 

Virginia ••••••••••••••••••• 
Wash Ington ••••••••••••••••• 
\le~t Virginia •••••••••••••• 

Ileglnnlng 
pending 

NIl 
NH 
NH 
NIl 
NIl 
NH 

NH 
NIl 

6,585r 

NH 
3,145 1 

3,303 

95r 

5,63g/" 

6,25g/" 
21,40~ 

NH 
NH 

40if 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NIl 
NIl 

NH 
NIl 
NIl 
NIl 
NIl 

NIl 
NH 

" 
NH 

47,601r 

NH 
NIl 
NH 
NH 
Nil 

NH 
NIl 
NIl 

Filed 

NIl 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH. 
NH 

NIl 
NH 

53,35g/" 
NH 

12,807 
18,512 

81 r 

213,358r 

6,397 .. 0905 

83,87g/" 
190,61if 

261,14if 
NH 
NIl 

2,216r 

NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NIl 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH' 
NH 

518 
NH 

209,052'" 

Nil 
Nil 
NH 

NIl 
NIl 

3,35gr 
NH 
NH 
NIl 

NH 
NIl 

General 

Disposed 

NIl 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NIl 

53,952'" 
NH 

Q,.5481 

16,948 

10if 
212,21g/" 

4,023,611 5 " 
82,67if 

187,094r 

252,688'" 
NH 
NH 

2,009r 
NH 

NIl 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NIl 
NH 
NIl 

NH 

NIl 

NH 
201;575'" 

NH 
NH 
NIl 
NH 
NIl 

NH 

Nt! 
NH 

NIl 
NH 
Nil 

71,58~ 

NIl 

Jurisdiction courts 

End 
pending 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

5,992r 

NH 
3,517 1 

4,876 

7~ 

6,178'" 

1,468'" 
24,283r 

NH 
NIl 

607" 
NH 

NH 

NH 
NH 
NIl 
NH 

Nil 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

NIl 
55,08if 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 
NIl 

44,8131r 

NH 

As pel"cent 
of filed 

Disposed 

101 

92 

123 
99 
63' 

99 
98 

95 

91 

96 

,... 

87 

End 
pending 

11 

26 

94 
3 

9 
13 

21 

26 

Change In 
pending 

Number Percent 

-593' 

-19 
1,139 

(2,3D,479)" 
1,209 
2,817 

(14,452) 

207 

(10,9961 

'--

I( 

-20 
20 

19 
13 

52 

16. 

,. . Included. Blank spaces 10. the table and all appr9p,.late calcul.tlons are 
Note: All .vallable data are el1tered , r rlate. caselo{ld Information • 

• vallabie or the celculatlons were nat ap~ ~ or.ey or may not Include all 01 the actual 
Stan. ·totals represent reported date only, h , 

'Beginning 
pending 

32,60S'r 

43,762P 

18,437" 
418pr 

36,574P 

54,0345 

71,278pr 

NH 

159,325 ls 

114,9601p. 

13,958pr 

88,643 

10,938 

2,150 

Limited 

Filed 

189,90aPr 

86,546 
.14,049 1 

379.451,1. 
14,998'-262r.~,,-

. 153,103P"'.·· 

322,148r 

89,29~ 

2,133,451' 
309,216P 

6~8,04OS 

'266, 245pr 

NH 
241,121 
385,IOl lr 

683,245 

549,843 lps 

1,686,6921 s 
511,9641pr 

203,299pr 

3,753,262s 

86,680 

99,283P 
815,857 

786,6931 

2,2~2,762P 

49,601 

/) 410,88lP 

6;226,68515 

663,830ls 

71,121 

903,646 
" 1,330,390 

111,4861r 

NH c ThIs case type Is not handled In this court.. '.. 

-- c Not applicable. , '. "other crllllinal--tr.lfic on formal cemplalnt. 
IIl.ta ere not """P

lete

:. " rt -DIsposed flgurll does not Include "misdemeanor trafflC~t loceted In seven pr!IClncts, or for five locations Alasko-LI",lted JurisdictIon cou s _ date were reported for the Justices of the peace . ". . 

Arlzona--L'lmltad Jurisdiction courts -No , "c t hlle partial data .... r
e 

received iran 

of the Municipal Court. t -No data wer" reported for .seven locations of the Mu~ICI:::lce ~:u~: did not report, ""fie sl'l. other Arkansas--Llmlted jurlsdlctJon co.r 5- th City Cour" Police Court,.nd JustIce .of he a 

t.elve others. Forty ..... lght locations of. e >', 'data were .vallable from Laurel 
locations reported Inccmplete data. liable from Alderman's Court. No dIsposition ,.' d I t --No f 1Ie1 date ""'e ava Ii Dela.are-l.hnlted JurIs Ict on cOUl' 5 rt or the F ... lly Court. " I, 1910. 
Alderman's Court. the. Justice of the Peace Cou'l sed data are reported lor ceses filed b~fore July 

Gear I --General JurisdictIon coorts-No pending or d spo de dat frem Ware County Juvenile Court. Oat. for the entire Ll:l~ed Jurisdiction courts--Dlsposedflgures do not ./~~!~Ie for; atwO"'locatlonsof the City Court and Parish Court. 
Loulslan.-Llmlted JurIsdiCtion courts--No dat~:'::r: :'tt...lted, based""n vorylng,.onpunt. of data. 

year for five other locations of these cou '. 

JUrisdiction courts 

DIsposed 

A. percent 
of filed 

Change In 
pending 

II [. 

All trial courts 

116,003pr 
18,664 lp 

689,0981 

End 
"pending 

46,508pr 

End 
Disposed pe~ 

,93P 24P 

As percent 
of flied 8eglnnlng 

NUmber Percent -...P-<-e_nd_I_;~19'--__ F_I"'I_e_d ___ D_I"sp"'0-'se--"d __ '-pe-'n"'d~ DISPosed pending 

189,908pr 176,003pr 46,508pr 93P 24P 

End End 
13,905P 

Change In 
pending 

Number Percent 

13,015, i 14s 

148,6191' 

318,252r 
29,464 1p 

1,946,444r 

291,314 1p 

642,961 5 

243,350pr 

NIl 
209,231 
324,087!r 
77,944Ir 

48,186P 

22,933r 
1,225pr 

48,533P 

19,1135 

94, 113pr 

NIl 

1,665,01015 181,0011s 
518,806pr HI,3051p 

199,406pr 17,851pr 

151,040' 
3,068,8005 

316,599pr 
801,787 
131,96if 

1,317 , 636pr 

759,0511 
1,532,9991' 

52,353 

2,573P 

102,713 

'0,106 

875 

97P 

99 

91 

96 

91 

87 
841 

99 1 

'9aP 

52 

98 

991' 

961 

67P 
106 

13 

5P 

24,951 1 

(1,983,148) 
31P 4,424P 

7 

12 

35 

4,496 

(187,013) 
1I,695P 

25,019 

22,895 

131,084) 
(61,0141) 

21,6821 
26,3451p 

3,093P 

(684,462) 

14,010 

lOP 

24 

32P 

46 

32 

141 
231p 

2aP 

16 

10,937P 20P 

18 1 21,6361 25 1 
1149,16lP) 

11 -2,752 -25 

208,7321 
86,546 18,6641 

,,114,0491 689,098 1 

43,'l62P 

18,431r 

418pr 
6,58SC 

379,451 1 
14,998,262' 

153, lOS' 

!.22.74Sr 

89,298 1p 
53,35gr 

~,I33,451r 
39,7191p 322,02S' 
3,303 18,512 

54,1295 
5,63g/" 

666,121 5 

213,358r 

~,397,090S 
17, 537pr 350,124pr 
21,406r 190,61if 

2~1, 14if 
241,121 
385,IOl lr 

400pr 2,216pr 

683,245 

13,015,114s 

148,679P 

318,252r 
29,464 1p 
53,952r 

1,946,444r 

310,9221p 
16,948 

643,061 5 
212,2Igr. 

4,023,611 5 
326,020pr 
181,094r 

252,668'" 
209,237 
3240871r 

19;9531r .-

233,6831 

48,186P 

22,93~ 

1,225pr 
5,992r 

52,050 lp 
4,816 

79,1890 
6,718'" 

101,641 pr 
24,283 r 

601pr 

'549,8431ps 
159,3251psl,686,6921ps 1,<l65,0I01ps 181,0071pS 
114,960

l
p 511,9641pr 518,806Pr i41,3051p 

13,958pr 203, 299pr 

88,643 

3,753,2625 

86,680 

!t9,283P 
m5,851 

518pr 
54,811pr 1,389,299Pr 
47,601pr 209,052pr 

111,4061 186,693 1 
2,282,762P 

10,938 49,601 

410,883P 

199,406pr 17,851pr 

151,040r 
3,068,80OS 

l26,599P 
001,781 
131,96oP 

1,377 ,636Pr 
201,519pr 

759,05i' 
1,532,999P 

52,353 

102,713 

65,166Pr . 
55,080pr (l 

8,186 

875 

97P 

99 

101 
91 

92 

96 
99 
63s 

93P 
98 

95 
87 
84 1 

99 1P 

9aP 

52 

99P 
96P 

961 

67P 
106 

11 

26 

12 
3 

29P 
13 

27P 

91' 

5P 
26P 

11 

24,951 1 121 

(1,983,1485 ) 
4,4,?4P loP 

4,496 

-593 
(181,01;» 

12,0671P 
1,573 

25,060 
1,139 

(2,373,4790) 
24,I04P 

2,817 

24 

-9 

30l p 
48 

46 
20 

31P 
13 

(14,452) 
(31,884) 

\~,0.L411 
207P 52P 

21,682 1p 
26,3451p 

3,893P 

(684,462) 

14,070 

10,937P 
1,413P 

2aP 

16 

20P 
16P 

27,6361 251 
(149,163P) 

-2,152 -25 

4,766,880 15 
3(ll'.,643Ps 

46,600 lp 

2,513P 

-------------- --------------------.-------~-------- ------------ -----~---------
(1,459,8051) 

71 \\094 1,971 
. Ii-I ______ -------

-;6~!405 
101 

-28 -173 

96 

3,359pr 
49,293 1p 6,226,685 15 

663,830 1s 
2, 750~, 11,121 

4,766,880 Is 
362,643Ps 

71,894 

866,405 

1,917 101 

" -773 -2a 

115,711 lr 

196,084 15 

(31,241) 

(-4,2251) 

903,646; 
1,330,390 
11~.1a6Ir " 
82,519pr 

96 (37,241l 

\15,711 1r 
267,667 15 44,813 lpr (-4,2251) 

,(ll,Onlp) 

Ma.sechusetts-Llmlted Jurisdiction courtS-FIgures reported do not Include DWI/DUI or parking cases. 

Mlchlgan--Llmlted JurisdIctIon courts--Dct. are miSSing fran.';lne locations of the District Court whIch represent 1~ of the grand tot.1 cases disposed. Mlnnesot"'-;fen~lng end filing date do not Includo "Ju"!"nfle tr.fflc" cases. . " 

,Mlssourl--Lli>lted Jurlsd)ctlon ,::,"rts--No data were aVbllable for twenty locations of t!le Maglsirate Cou~.t; anather fourteen locations reportod U lings only. 

Oregon--L I." I ted JurisdIction courts-~empl"~ dOta Were av.lIable for only 30 of the 44 Justice Collrt locations and 108 Municipal Calrt rocatlons. Partial ·dot. were ,eported~frem other locations. 

TlIXaS--I"mlted Jurisdiction courts--Patc· ... ;"orted· In th'ls t.o'hlare based on less than conplete reporting for ell courts. The reporting rat"s for the courts' 
were: County. Court at Law, "and C<;nstltutlo"el County Court--nlnoty-seven porcent; Municipal Court--nlnety percent; JustIce of .the Peace Court--seventy-sev6:n porcent. 

Utah--Llmlted JurIsdIction courts--No reports ..... e recel .... ed fran tWenty Justices of the peace. 

West Vlrglnl ... -flllllted Jurl.dJ~rlon courts--No data were aV.llable for the Maglstr.te' Court located In I\an",. County; calrts In two other camtles reported Inccmplettl d~ta, . . 

WI scons I n--Generel jurlsdl~1'lon courts--pendlng date do not In"lude "Juvtlnlle traffic" cases. 

LImited Ju;i~illctIOl\ r;,urts-Dat. ~ero •• ellablo flOr 163 of I(.I~ court locatIons of the Munlclp.1 Justice Court. 

Po.to lIer" not V.
Va

II abI!! for .11 courts li';>the st.te. Soo Table~ 1~ .nd 16 for RDre dotai] on the sources of dat. reported In this table. roat. reported are kno~n to not InclUde parking cases. 
SO.to reporte~ are known to Includo parking coses. 

I! 
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TABLE 42: 
OWI/OUI cas~load for trial cour:t

s
, 109W781'/DUI caseload Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. State population. Courts reportmg '. 

Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

State lind court title 

Arkansas--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal COUrtl ...................... . 
City Court, Police Court, and 

Just I ce of the Peace Court I ••••••••• 
Hawall--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CIrcuIt- Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
. , DIstrIct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I d.ho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
DistrIct Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MagIstrates DIvIsIon of DIstrIct Court 

Kensas-Dlstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
OhIo-STATE TOTAL ••• ,;· ••••••••••••••••••••• 

County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MunIcIpal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oklahomo--olstrlct Court •••••••••••••••••• 
South Carollna--Maglstrate COurt •••••• ~ ••• 
Tennessee--Ctrcutt Court ~nd 

CrImInal Court •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Texas--COunty Court at Law, Constlr"tlonal 

County Court and Prob.te Court I ••••••• 
Utah--Justlce of the Peace Court •••••••••• 
Wlsr.onsln-Clrcult Court and County Court. 

St.te 
populatIon 

In 
thousands 

2.241 

929 

911 

2,333 
10,795 

2.913 
3,041 

4,462 

13,498 
1,364 
4,631 

Beglnnln~ 

pendIng 

922 
II 

911 

"'1,630 
o 

1,630 

10.203P 
1,430 
8,773 

6,964 

2,737 

FIled 

21,7871 

20,0171 

1,7701 

2,622 
9 

2,613 

7,652 
14 

7,638 
3,538 

60,83sP 
8,767 

52,068 

i2,051 
10,976 

3,359 

88,0961 

3,005 
8,051 

.) 
Disposed 

2,504 
11 

2,493 

7,244 
13 

7,231 

60,406P 
9,084 

51,322 

11,257 

90,791 1 

6,265 

End 
pendIng 

1,040 
9 

1,031 

2,038 
1 

2,037 

10,56sP 
1,070 
9,498, 

7,758 

46,6001 

4,515 

As percent 
of fIled 

End 
DIsposed pend I ng 

96 

95 ' 
93 
95 

99P 
104 
99 

93 

78 

40 
100 
39 

27 
7 

27 

I7P 
12 
18 

64 

56 

Ch.nge In 
pendIng 

Number Percent 

118 
-2 

120 

406 
1 

407 

365P 
-360 

725 

794 

1,778 

13 
-18 

13 

25 

25 

4P 
-25 

8 

11 

65 

Flied per 
100,000 

population 

840 
2 

838 
152 
56<41' 

81 
482 

414 
361 

75 

Note: 
,:J " 

\i ,\ Blank space:; IndlC8te that eIther the d1sta were. not All av.llable d.ta .,..; entered In the table and .11 approprl.te cafeul.tlons are Inclu~,' 
.v.llable or the calcul.tlons were not approprIate. 

-- = Nqt applIcable. 

IData are not canplete. data were .v.llable for twelve countIes; seven countIes reported no dot •• 
Ark.ns.s-Munlclp.1 Court-Only p.rtlal .' P COUrt--o Iy p.rtl.1 data were .vaII abIe for six court locations; forty .... lght coort locotlons CIty Court, Police Court, .nd JustIce of the eace n 

dId not report .ny d.t.. The reportIng r.te for these courts was ninety-seven Tex.s--oat. reported In thIs toble are bosed on Incanplete reportIng for these courts. 
, percent. . ::, 

Utah--No reports were receIved fran twenty court locations. 
PD.t. were not av.llable f« all courts In the stilte. 

o 

!) 
I 

TABLE 43: Other traffic violations caseload for trial courts, 1978, 
State population. Courts reporting other traffic violations caseload. Oispost;ld and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number ~\nd perc3nt change in pending. Filed per 100,000 population 

1\ 

St.te .nd court tItle 

AJ.b ..... --Dlstrlct Court ............. : .... . 
AJask.--Dlstrlct Court .................. .. 
Ark.nsas--STATE TOTAL .................... . 

MunIcIpal COurtl .. ; .................... . 
City Court and Police Court I , and 

JustIce of the Peace Court I .......... . 
Cal I fornI o--STATE TOTAL ................. .. 

Justle.. Court .......................... . 
MunIcIpal Court ........................ . 

Connectlcut--Court of Common Pleas ....... . 
Delaware--STATE TOTAL ................... .. 
Delaware--F&mlly COurt •••••••••••••••••• ~. 
Delawere--Munlclpal Court of Wilmington .. . 
DIstrIct of Columblo--Superlor Court ..... . 
Florlda--COurity Court ................... .. 

St;.lte 
populatIon 

In 
thousands 

3.834 
401 

2,241 

22,839 

3.095 
598 

BeginnIng 
pending 

32.603 

18,437 
410P 

418 
6.585 

FIled 
189,908 
85,406 

357,6641 

342.785 1 

14,87g1 

5,429,41gj 
431,8761 

4,997.5431 

End 
DIsposed pend I ng 

176.003 46.508 
77.536 1 

4,918,60"11 
374,71sl 

4.543.88GJ 
318,252 22,933 

15,431P 1,22sP 

1,225 
5.992 

Georgl.-Juvenlle COUrtl .................. /, 
Hawal I--ST~TE TOTAL ...................... . 

670 
9,132 
5,286 

929 

322,748 
17,031 

793 
16,238 
53.359 

2,133.457 
2,317 

193,422 
72 

193.350 

15,431 
53,952 

1,964.444 
2,1701 

185.5}5 
89 

CIrcuIt Court ........................ '" 
DIstrict Court ......................... . 

I daho-ST"TE TOTAL ...................... .. 
DIstrict Court ........................ .. 
MagIstrates DlvlslonD ••••••••••••••••••• 

II I I nol s--Clrcult Court ••••••••••••••••••• 
Indlana--STATE TOTAL ..................... . 

Superior Court and CIrcuIt Court ...... .. 
County Court .......................... .. 
MunicIpal Court of Marlon COUn·ty ....... . 

lo~ .... -Dlstrlct Court .................... .. 
lKertS8s--01 strIct Court ............................ .. 
Loulsl.no--Clty Court and Parish Court. I 

and TraffIc Court of No. Orleans ..... . 
Malne--Superlor Court ................... .. 
Massachusetts--Dlstrlct Court ........... .. 
Mlchlgan--STATE TOT,~ ••••••••••• r .••••••••• 
Mlchlgan-Dlstrl'ct Court •••••••••••••••••• 
Mlchlgan--Munlclpal CO'Jrt ................ . 
I4lnllesota-County Court ................. .. 
Nobraska--COunty Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
New Hampshlr .... -STATE TOTAL .............. .. 

Dlstrlo;t Court ......................... . 
Munlclpsl Court ........................ . 

N .... J"rsey--STATE TOTAL .................. . 
County DIstrIct Court ................. .. 
MunIcIpal Court ....................... .. 

New York--STATE TOTAL..................... ' 
DistrIct Court and City Court ••• i' ....... 
CrImInal Court of the CIty of Now York .. 

North CaroJln.--olstrlct COurfl .......... . 
North Dakoto--ST"TE TOTAL ................ . 

DIstrIct Court ........................ .. 
County Court with Increased 

Jurlsdlcl'loi, ....................... .. 
MunIcIpal Court ........................ . 
County Justice Court .................. .. 

Oh Io-STATE TOTAL ........................ . 
County Court .......................... .. 
MunIcIpal court ............... ~ ........ . 

'Oklohoona--Dlstrlct Court ................. . 
Oregon--MuOlclpal Court I ................. .. 
South CaroJln..,.-STATE TOTAL .............. . 

F.fly Court ....................... !> ••••• 

Magl.trate Court .. ') ................ , .... .. 

911 

11,434 
5,446 

2,919. 
2,333 

4,073 
1.115 
5,743 
9,202 

4,005 
1,561 

894. 

7,356 

17 ,120 

5,739 
651 

10,795 

2,913 
2,510 
3,041 

49.047 
84 

48.963 
4.009 

2 
4.007 

77.537 
6.259 

23,330 
47.948 
21,406 

400P 

122.211 1 

112.2441 
9,967 

114.9601 

13.958 

88,643 

44,628 
4,280 

40.348 
40,643 
33,941 1 

205.706 
I 

205,705 
2.565,359 

350,124 
83,879 

171,522 
94,723 

190.670 
263,602 

385,101 1 

2,216P 
549,8431 

1,330,8581 

1,209.2291 

121,629 
51 I .9641 

203.299 

I. I 50,347 
42,773 

1,107,574 
99,283P 

99,283 
815.857 

518 

59,548 
44,748 

1,328,464 
132,378 

1.194,086 
197,001 
185,6961 

399,917P 

399,917 

56.894 
67 

185.486 56.827 
204.975 4,740 

o 3 
204,975 4.737 

2.425,874 
326,020 101,641 
82.670 7,468 

155,514 39,338 
87.836 54.1:35 

186,994 24.283 

607P 

1.326.5091126.5601 

1.209,961 111 1,5121 
116,548 15,048 
518,806 141,3051 
199.406 17,851 
151,040 
143,216 

7,824 
1,037,779 

36,732 
1,001.047 

:!26,599P ,; 
326.599 

801,787102.713 

27,664 
1,317,230 55,200 

134,507 3,864 
1,182.723 51.336 

190,322 47,322 
176,8481 42,7891 

2.,573P 
2,573 

As percent 
of fIled 

Er.d 
DIsposed pending 

93 24 

Chang~ In 
pendIng 

NUmber Percent 
13,905 43 

Flied (dis
posed) per 

100.000 
popUlatIon 

4.953 
21.298 
15.9601 

15.2961 

664 1 
(510,812>1 23.773 

87J 
91J 
99 

(57,158)3 1.891 

----=--(~4~5~34·,~64~95764~)J--~--- _~21~'788~2 __ _ 
7 24 10.428 

95 
101 
gl 

96 
124 
96 
99 
o 

99 
95 
93 
99 
91 
93 
98 

991 

1001 

96 

98 

90 
86 
90 

98 

.99 
100 
99 
97 
951 

II 

29 
93 
29 
2 

300 

29 
9 

23 
58 
13 

27P 

13 

.3 

24 
231 

807 193P 2.848 

807 
-593 

(187,013) 

7,847 
-17 

7.864 
731 

Ie, 

730 
( 139.485) 

24,104 
1.209 

16.008 
6.887 
2,877 

(61;014)1 
207P 

4,3491 

-7321 

5,081 
26,3451 

3.893 

(112.56~) 

(6.041) 
(106.5271 

14,070 

10,572 
-416 

10,988 
6,679 
8,8481 

193 
-9 

16 
-20 

16 
18 
50 
18 

31 
19 
69 
14 
13 

52P 

16 

24 
-10 
27 

133 
2.71.5 
7,964 

23.362 
44 

20,820 
8 

20,813 
22,580 

<I 
22.580 
22,436 
6.429 
1.540 
3,150 
1.739', 6,"532.--

11.299 

9.455 1 

199P 
9,574 1 

14.4631 

13,141 1 

1,322 
12,783 
13.024 

(16.895) 
(16.020) 

(875) 
15,638 

581 
15,057 

(1,843) 
560 

14.216 

80 

(9.147) 
(6,874) 

'.' ('4.250) 

12.306 
1,245 

11 .062 
6,763 
7,398 1 

Texas-Munlclp.1 COurtl .. ; .............. .. 
Utah--STATE TOTAL ......................... , 

Juvonll .. Court ......................... .. 

13,498 
1,364 

________ -...:2"',-=33~6;:,-=55:::6".1.,....;2:.!,.;.I.;.;1 0:.:,"'5"'03:..1 __ -'-___ _ __ .;.90-'-.1 _______ (226,053) I 
327,0791 

(85) 
13,151 
17,3101 

City cou~,t .. , .......................... . 
Just I ce Court .............. " .................................. .. 

lIosMngton--Munlclpal Court ............. .. 
West Vlrglnla--Maglstrate Court .......... . 
\jlsconsln-~STATE TOTAL .... , .............. . 
Ilisconsln-I,l!mlcl al JUstIce Court ...... .. 

3,886 
1.920 
4,631 

14,494 
165,527 
147,0581 

251,842 
111,4861 

74,528P 
74,528 

115,711 1 

144,691 1 40,3581 

79,373 1 65,318 88 
-(4,225)" 

9,254 1 

23,9791 

1.063 
12,135 
10,781 I 
6,481 
5,807 1 

(1,714)1 

u 
'c> Note: All avallabl'e data are enter.ed In the table andal I approprIate calculations are Included. Blank spaces Indicate that either the data are not 

available or fhe·calcul.tJo'ns were not appropriate. 

State totals ~present data only, whIch may or may not Include al I of the actual csseload InformatIon. 

1.609 

- • Not applIcable. 

(contI nued on next. page) 
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TABLE 43: Other traffic violations caseload for trial courts, 1978. (continued) 

tData ere not ccmplete: 
Alaska-Disposed fIgure does not Include "misdemeanor traffic" or "other crtmlnal--trafflc on formel! canplalnt. n 

Arkansas--Munlctpal Court--Inconplete data WBre reportej for twleYe counties; no .u.ta were 8valleble for seven others. City Coort, Police Coort, and 
Justice of the Peoce Court--Incomplete doto were reported for six cities; no dot. were ovolloble for forty-elght others. 

Georglo--Dlsposed figures does not Include doto for Wore County. 
Loulslono--tb dot. were ovoll.ble for two locotlons of the city court ~nd porlsh couri" •• nd only vorylng omounts of doto were ovolloble fran fIve other 

locotlons. /'1 
Moss.chusetts--Dlstrlct Court--Flgure does not Include "operotlng so lIS to endongor' c.ses whIch were reported IIi stote Court CoSelood stotlstlcs: 

Annual Report, 1977. 
Mlchlg.n-Dlstrlct Court--Oot •• re missIng from nIne dIstrIct courts whIch represent ten percent of the grond totol cosas disposed. 
Mlnnesoto--Pendlng ond filIng d.to Include "tr.fflc" ond "Trofflc Vlolotlon Bureou" coses but do not InclUde "Juventle traffIc" coses. 
Oregon--Dota are based on reporits received from lOB courtse PartIal data were received fran tmother fourteen courts. 
Texas--Data reported here arB based on an Incanplete nunbar of rmnthly reportse The reporting rate for thIs court was ntne1y percent. 
Utah--Justtce Court--No reports lIfere received for twenty court loc8tlons. 
West Vlrglnle--No d8ta were received for courts 100000ted In K8n~8 County; Incanplete d8t8 wer'e received for two other.;. 
W'scon~tn--Munlclp81 Justice Court--Data were avaIlable for 163 of 219 court locatto~\ of the city court 8nd parish court, and only var,ylng amounts of 

dahl wer3 available fran five other locations. 
JExplonotlon of d.to InclUded In the cotegory: 

C.llfornlo--C.ses Include drunk drIving ond drIving under the Influence of drugs. 
POata were not 8val hlble for all courts In the st8te. 
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TABLE 44: Traffic disposition types for trial courts, 1978. 
State population. Courts reporting traffic disposition type data. Pleas, violations bureau, bail or bond forfeitures, total convictions, trial convictions, acquitted, nolle 
prosequi, and dismissed. Each disposition type as a percent oftraffic dispositions 

Ball Of" bond 
Plea Vlolctlons Bureau· oJ .,forfeiture 

steta .nd court title 
Tot. I 

tr.tfle Tot. I 

As 
percent 
of dls-

dispositions trIals Number posed 
Alaska--OJstrlct CourT...................... 71,536 ir -----mrr - 12,156 1r t6 1r 

Arlzon.-Munlclp.1 Court l ................... 486.991 1 27.065 1 5.1281J I IJ 
Cellfornlc--STATE TOTAL... ••••••••• ••••• •••• 13,OI5,114s 241,623s 1,159,954S 

Justice court......... .................... 488, 757s 18,960s 68,926s 
Municipal Court........................... 12,526,357s 222,663s 1,091 ,028S 

DIstrict of Colunbla-SuperJor Court........ 53,952r 1,559r 9,413r 
Florld.-Co>lnty Court........................ 403.923 Ir 41.8661r 233.7941r 

Georgl.--STATE TOTAl........................ 317.69961 ~ 102.501
' Superior Courtl •.••••• ..... ,r ••••••• jl ••••• /:~"'--~4,628:1 121' 4,5121 

state Court and County COUrt •••••• {t~. ___ .~:::/ 1-;'~'5 2,915 67,294 
Probate coort ...................... ~ ... -:....... 1JI'f~~ _J99 30,695 

Hlutell-STATE TOTAL.......................... 64J,06ls'<,~ 2pr 5pr 
CIrcuit Court......... •••• ••••••••• •••••••• 100"" 2r 5r 

DIstrIct Court.............. .............. 542.96l s 
K-ens"s District Court....................... 250,028ir 3,008 1r 200,828 1r 80 11'" 

Number 

Mlehlg.n-STATE TOl"AL....................... 1.665.01OIS 38 699 ls 218.6701s "Is 808.755 Is , 
DistrIct Court'........................... 1,515,047 15 31:681 Is 194,411 Is 131s 717,871 10; 

Municipal Court..... ...................... 149,9635 7,01es 24,2595 165 9O,864S 

Mrnnesota-County COurt...................... 487,8791r 5,919'r 96,3861r 20lr 218,389 'r 
Ne ... Jersey-STATE TOTAL ••• "................. 3,068,8oos -----------2,608,477s 

County DistrIct Court..................... 61.464 52.565 
Mun'clpel Court ••••••••••••• '.............. 3,007,3365 2,555.,,9125 

As As 
percent 
of dis

posed Number 

percent 
ot dis

posed 

353.192IJ 
9,974,955s 

.341,1555 

9.627.80OS 
8,210r 

8 8461r 

193:844' 
8.7481 

90.457 
94.639 

460,664Ps 

Trlol conviction Total conviction 
As 

percent 
of dls-

Number 
501 ir 

142,2695 

8,233s 

134,0355 

As As 
percent p~cent 
of dJs- 01 

Number posed 

IS 
2s 
IS 

595 11,277, 177s 

43s 424,314s 

60s 10.825.863s 

74.611 Ps 

74,611 5 

Acqultt.1 

Number 

As 
percent 
of diS

posed 

No II e prosequ J 

As 
perC3nt 
of dIs

posed Number 

12.1201Jp 
1.1251J 

10.995.1 

DismIssal 
As 

percent 
of dls-

Number posed 
7,904IJr 10ljr 

56,0321 121 
1,628,4325 135 

50,231 5 lOS 
1,528,2(.)15 12s 

5.607r 10" 

6.097 'jp 
(J) 

III 
6.097 

18,5045 35 

7'" 7r 

18,497s 3s 

7 2181r 3 1r 

56:979 IS ..:sISr'1 
48,2551s 315 

8,724s 65 

1~,454Ir 31r 

N"" York--Dlstrlct Court .nd City Court..... 326.59~ 8.18r 212.856' 65r NIl 219~ l)jar 67" 1 ~900r <Ii 100,365r 31 r 

83.250 10 
----------~~~'~~~------------------- ~'~12~9~.9~2~lf~--9~8~r-- I.SBlf ~ ------------ ~~~16~lf~--<~I~F--

»orth Carollna--Dlstrlct 'Court •••••••••••.•• 
North D.koto-STATE TOTAL •••••••• " ........ . 

__ ~8~0~1.~7~a7~ ,~ ~16~5~.6~8~0~~2~1~ ____ ~--------
IJI.96lf NIl 

~9,201r g9r" 3l4r <Ii Dr '<Ii 
27,322r 99'"' 303" ,i .:.39""· <Ii 

County Court "Ith Increased Jurisdiction •• 59,548r NH 
27,664r : NH County Justice Court ...................... . 

Munlclpel Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 44,748r ' NH 43,397" 97r 1,243r 3" 10ar <Ir 
Ohio-STATE TOTAl .......................... . 1.317.636'" 23.266' 520.228' 38r 648.174r 

County Court ......................................................... .. 143,591 r 3,322r 56, 741 r ~Or 66,019f" 
I-iJnlclpal Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Pennsylvzmla-Olstrtct Justice Court •••••••• 
1.234.045r 19.944r 463.487'" 38r 582. 155r 

954.021 n;osg-- 781.324 82 NIl 
Puerto Rlco--Dlstrlct Court ................ . 52.353 5.6161 31,794 61 NIl 
Texas-~.,.ATE TOTAL .......................... . 3,260.7931 484.4691 2.179.864 1 67 1 

39.227 
2.700 

421.671 1 
5 

131 

820.551 
34.494 

2.604.535 1 

County Court at Lew lind Constltutlonel f 

County COUrt l .................. ,......... 9O.791 1r 1.342 1r 71.7921r 791r NH • 732 1r <I'r 55 1r 75.5241r 

MunIcipal COurtl.......................... 2,IOO,50.:s lr 321,216 1r t ,277 ,327 'r 61 rr NH ! : 272,38~Ir 13 1r 83 1r t ,549,715 'r 
Justice ot the Pe.ce COurt

'
............... I .059.4991 155.~1I1 830.745

' 
781 • ' I .,1"48:;:;.,,,5:;:;5!-1 1 ____ :c14'-1 _____ 9:::5~1_ 979.2961 

Ut.h-Clty Court............................ 382.643Ps 6. 958Ps 46.9B4Ps 12Ps NIl ----'---,1--
VerllOnt--Dlstrlct Court..................... 71.894 369 59.887 83 
W.shlngton--STATE TOTAl..................... 80.113

' 
505. ~I ' 

Munlclp'" Courtl •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~. 22,322 1 ~ )It, If 5, /31 

B6 

66 
801 

37.862 
2.916 

62,7981 

610 Ir 

54,8261r 

7.3601 

4 
6 
21 

31.448 

1,249 

44.83()i )r 

1.886' Ir 
42.944r y 

11.247 21 
397.7541 121 

15.8671r I7lr 
323.6701r (5 1r 

58.2171 51 
8,839Ps 2Ps 

759 I 

District Court and JustIces of &. 
__ -:cth~e~pe~.~~~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~.~. ____________ ~5~8.~3~9~1 ________________ ~ _________ ~ !48.s1~6~ __________________________________________________________________________________ __ 

Note: All .v.ll.bla d.t. ore ""tared In the t.ble .nd .11 opproprl.te coleul.tlons ___ ",a 1(.HUded. 81.n~ sp. :-;:'Hel~e th.t eIther the d.t. ora not .v.,I.bla cr tha coleul.tlons .ere not Il>proprl.te. ,.. {, ,; ~ 

NH = ThIs ccse type '5 not hndled In this court. , i~ 
- • N~Jle.ble. - {->I' 
·Vlol"tlons 8ureau dlspO$ltlons: These cases were dfsposed by a ytotdlons Bureau, usu""y wIth Just the pay~ ~nt of 4 fine. In the Texes JustIce of the Peace Court these "re called payment of fine dIspositions. 

~; 

(continued on next page) 
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TABLE 44: Traffic disposition type for trial courts, 197.8. (continued) ._ 
bp~rtlcular court Or" reporting system Information: 

The numbers of dIsposiTIons reported for GeorgIa courts In thls table are different from those 
reported In the rest of this report. GeorgIa defines a case dIfferently when countIng types of 
dIsposItions then It does when counting filings 01'" total dIsposItions. The tohl dIsposition 
figures used here ere the sUms of the number of cases gIven under 8l1Ch type of disposition. 

lOlita l!iI"'8 not corrp lete: ' 

Alask8--The figures given Include only "other traffIc" cases. 
Arlzone--Oate were uni:lvalleble for the MunicIpal Courts locai-ed In Eager, Kingman, Oro hiley, 

Patagonia, end Peorle. 

Florlda--D8te are given for a-lmlnel trafffc violatIons only_ This court also Ilandles ely' I traffic 
Violations, but they rn<!ly not be resolved by trl<!1l. 

Georgi ~--Superlor Court-.:.od<!l ,zre gl ven only for c~ses filed on 0"" l:Iffer Ju IV I, 1
r

?70. 
Kl:Insl:ls--Dl:Ih do not Include Juvenl Ie trl!fflc c<!Ises. 

i\ 

"', 

Nlchlgl:ln--Olstrlct Court-No dl:ltl:l .. ere evelleble from nine locetlons Which represent ten percent of the grllnd 
'+atal ceses filed. 

Mlnnesote--Coonty Court--Oah .slven do not Include Juven! Ie trl:lfflc ceses. 
Puerto Rtco--The totel trials figure Wes estlmeted by addIng the trll:ll convictIons and trllli acqulttllis. 
Texas--AII courts--AI1 detll lire based on 'ncomplete reportl,ng. In the County Courts, ninety-seven percent of the 

rronthly reports .. ere collected. Munlclplll Court dl:lh ,ye b.ned on en ninety percent reporting rllte, lind do not 
Include pllrklng ellses. Justice of the Pellce Courts submItted seventy-seven percent of lIll possible reports. 

Wesh Ington--Munlclpel Court--No'·\ dl!te .. ere avell"ble for eleven court locetTons. 
JExplen"tlon of datl! Included In the category: 

AllIskl!--Dlsmlssals Include some.. chtlOge of Venue cllses. 
Arlzona--Bond forfeitUre data Include some gul ltv pleas. 
GeorgJa--Dlsmlssals ,ye Included In the nolle prosequI clItegory. 
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TABLE 45: Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1978. 
State and court. Jury trial definition. Number of dispositions and trials. 
Trials as a percent of dispositions. Numbers of jury trials, jury trials as a 
percent of dispositions and trials 

St.te, .nd court tItle 
Jury/ 
trl.1 
OOflnl-

~'Tlon 

AI.sko: 
DIstrIct Court........................ A 

ArIzona: 
Municipal Court ....................... . B 

C.II forn I 0: 

JustIce Court ............... "........ B 

Munlclp.1 Court....................... F 

Co I orodo: 
County Court.......................... C 

DIstrIct of ('.clumblo: 
SuperIor Court........................ A 

FlorId.: 
County Court.......................... C 

GeorgI., 
SuperIor Court........... ............ •••.•••• It 
Probote Court......................... A 
St.te Court .nd County Court.......... A 

H.w.1I : 
CIrcuIt Court............. ............ C 

Id.ho: . I) 
DIstrict COurt ........... ~ •• ~/.......... C 
ML'lgtstratets '-:;. 

D"lslon6.~......................... C 
lowtl: 

District Court .............. ,· ......... ·· C 

KL'lnsL'ls: 
District c6urf\ ...................... . 

Mlchlg.n: 
DI.strlct Court ....................... . 
Munlclpol Court ...................... . 

HI nnesota: 
County Court ........................ .. 

New York: 
DIstrict Court .nd City Court ........ . 

North Coro II no: 
Dlstrl'Ct

0
COUrt ....................... . 

North D.koto: .. 
Munlclp.1 Court .................... .. 

Ohio: 
County Court ......................... . 
Munlclp'l Court ...................... . 

Okl.hom., 
District Court ......... ;'; ........... . 

Oregon: 

C 

C 

C 

A 

A 

E 

A 

C 
C 

A 

Municipal Court...................... C 
Pennsy I ~.n 10: 

District JustIce Court................ A 

Texes: 
Munlclp'l Court....................... A 
JustIce of the Pe.ce Court.... ........ A 
Texas County Court at L.w, 

Constitutional County Court. 
.nd Probot.i' Court................... A 

Utah: 
City Court............ ................ C 

Vermont: 
District Court...... .................. A 

Washington: 
Dls'frlct Court and 

Justice of th~ Peace •••••••• ,., ••••• ,. C 
Munlclp.1 and Police ,Court.. .......... C 

WIsconsIn; <, 

Circuit Court and County Court........ F 

(] 

Trials as 
Number of 
dIsposI
tions 

Number a percent 
of of dl spo-

trials sltlons 

486,991 1 

468,757 
12,526,357 

148,679 

53,952 

403,923 

14,749 
132,355 
174,230 

100 

13 

212,206 

187,094 

250,026 1 

1,515.0471 

149,963 

516,606 

326,599 

601,781 

44,748 

143;591 
1,234,045 

201,579 

954,021 

18,960 
222,663 

9,096 

1.,559 

41.866 

121 
599 

2,915 

2 

5 

10,932 

15,420 , 

3,0081 

31,6BII 
7,018 

5,979 

8,162 

37,263 

44,640 

3,322 
19,944 

13,296 

77,069 

2,110,5031J 327,2161 
1 ~059,4991 155,911 

9O,791 1J 1,34:Y 

382,643 6,956 

71,694 369 

71,581 
" 

58,391 
22,322 

12,302 

2 

6 

3 

10 

<I 
<1 
2 

2 

38 

5 

8 

3 

99 

2 

2 

8 

17 

Jury Jury 
trl.ls as trials 

Number 13 percent as a per-
of Jury of dlspo7-~ent of 
trials sltlons '''-:trlols 

476 
3,712 

754 

70 

1,638 

59 

347 

2 

252 

941 

1,6941 

162 

336 

154 
71.3 

1,7591 
2,921 

9301 

239 ' 

9 

902 
166 

477 

<1 
<1 

<1 

<1 

<1 

<I 

<1 

<1 

<II 
<1 

<I 

<I 
<I 

<1 

<I 

<1 

3 
2 

6 

49 

12 

100 

<1 
2 

3 

2 

6 

(contInued on 'next page) 
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TABLE 45: Traffic jury and non-jury trial dispositions, 1978. (continued) 

Note: All ~vat lable data are entered In the table and all appropi"late clIlculatlons are Included_ Blank. spaces 
Indicate -!-hat the data were not avaIlable or calculations were Inq>pr<\lrlate. 

- = Not applicable. 

i O"ta are not COOlp I ete: 
AI.ska--OI strict Court--D.ta onl y Include other traf f Ic. ·e ~tegory wh Ich represents 92 percent of the tralf Ic 

filings. 

Arlzona--Munlclpal Court--O~,ta were unavailable fran five cOlirt loaIttons. 
Kansas-Data 00 not Include Juvenile traffic ClIses. 

Mlchl90n--OJstrfct Court--Octa were nat -gtven for Ann Arbor, Blnntnghan, Lepeer'County. Kalamazoo, LIvonia, 
Muskegon County, St • .Joseph's County, South Haven, and Southfield. 

cJOregon--Dnly partial repo~ts were received fran 14 municipalities. 

Texas--The Municipal Court reported 90% of their monthly reports, while the JUstle.. of the Peace Court reported 
77% .nd the Texas County Court at Law, Constltutlon.1 Coonty Court, and Probate Court reported 97$. 

JExpl.n.tlon of dot. I~cludad In the category: 

Tex.s--Munlclpal Court-Does not Include p.rklng vlol.tlons.--The County Court of L.w, Constltutlon.1 County 
Court, .nd Probate Court .re the onl y courts In the st.te th.t h.ndle DWI/DUI c.ses. 

Trial definitions: 
A ·,A trl.1 Is counted If tried to Judgment, canpletlon, verdict, or decision. 
B = A Jury trl.1 Is counted when the Jury selection begins (first Juror Is dr.wn). 
C = A Jury trl.1 Is counted when the Jury Is sweirn (lmp.neled). 
o = A non-jury trl.1 Is counted when the fl:-sT witness Is sworn. 

E = A non-Jury trl.1 Is counted .t the point when .n <\lenlng statement or The Introduction of .ny evldent'e occurs. 
F = A trl.1 Is counted when It has offlclally begun. 

.112 

'·r 

TABLE 46: Juvenile caseload for general jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, and all trial courts 1978. 
State juvenile population. Disposed and end pending as a percent of filed. Number and percent change in 
pending 

General Jurisdiction courts 

Stote 

Alabama •••••••••••••••••••• 
Alask.a •••••••••••.•••••••••• 

Arizona •••••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas ••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 

Callfornla •• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Colortldo ••••••••••••••••••• 

Connecticut •••••••••••••••• 
Delaware ................... . 
DistrIct 01 Columblo ....... 
Florida •••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 
Georglo .................. .. 
Guam ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hawlilfl ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ideho ••••••••••••• '~ •• ') ..... . 
Illinois ................. .. 
Indfl!llne •••••••••••••••••••• 
lo\~a ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kansas ••• 0 •••••••••• 0 •••••• 

Kentucky ••••••••••••••••••• 
Loulstlllnel •••••••••••••••••• 
Maine •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mary I an~, •••••••••• " ••••••••• 

Massachusetts •••••••••••••• 
Mlchlg.n·· .................. . 
Minnesota •••••••••••••••••• 
MiSSissippi •••••••••••••••• 

MissourI ••••••••••••••••••• 
I' Montana .................... . 

Nebraska ••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

2401 

NH 

N~ 

NH 
1,224 

NH 
:lBl 

3,414 
2,346 

13,116 
10,462 

NH 
NH 
NH 

4,57401 

NH 
NH 

9,410 

Filed 

17 ,229 
1,2% 
1,207

' INH 
105,227 

16,782 

NH 
() NH 
6,384 

76,7231 

N~ 

935 

7,756 
7,915 

29,183 
16,918 
6,195 

25,971 
NH 
NH 
NH 

22,371 

NH 
Nil 

18,563 
1,381 

NH 
Nevado ..................... 7081 

Disposed 

15,072 
1,063 
1,177

' 
NH 

99,347 

NH 
NH 

6,502 
71,5161 

NIf 
1,273 

7.751 
7,406 

26,517 
16,267 
5,915 

9,861 I 
NH 
NH 
NH 

22,217 

NH 
NH 

18,054 
1,005 

NH 

End 
pendl!!L 

NH 
NH 

1,106 

NH 
43 

3,419 
2,855 

16,278 
11,173 

NH 
NH 
NH 

4,19()l 

NH 
NH 

9,919 

NH 

If ... Hom,oshlre .............. NH NH N~ NH _______ ..:;t2--, __ --~----
New Jersey ••••••••••••••••• NH 
New Mexico ••••••••••••••••• 2,514 
New York ••••••••••••••••••• NH 
North Caro 11 na ••••••••••••• NH 
North Dakof. .. ............ . 

Ohio ..................... :;1' 19,773 
Oklahoma ••••••••••• ~~::.. /tt,273 
Oregon ••••••••••• • J?-••••••• 
Pennsylvonla ••••• ;......... 6,272 
PUerto RJ co •••••••••••••••• 1,449 
Rhode 1.lond ............... NH 

South Corollna ............ . 
South Ookoto .............. . 
Tenno'isee .................. . 
Texes •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Utoh ...................... . 

Vermont .................... '::~ 
Vlrglnl ................... . 
W'8shlngton ••• ! ••••••••••••• 

West ¥Irglnlo ............ .. 
Wisconsin •• ~ ............... . 
Wyomlng ••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• 

NH 

NH 
NH 

3,097 
4,728 

NH 
3,811 

NH 
IlH 

5,709 

210,539 
8,141 . 

14,523 
37,365 

5,595 
HH 

N~ 
2,7351 

HH 
12,3291 

NH 

NH 
NH 

17 ,406 
6,115 

27,578 
957 

NH 
4,693 

Nil 
NH 

206,258 
6,863 

37,750 
6,085 

NH 

NH 
1,45BI 

NH 
12,9521 

NH 

6,251 
26,080 

NH 
1,632 

NH 
HH 

24,054 
7,548 

5,B87 
9'59 

NH 

NH 

NH 
4,621 1 

NH 

NH 
NH 

2,961 
6,225 

As P"Jrcent 
of fl led 

End 
Disposed pending 

B7 
82 
981 22' 

94 

136 

100 
94 
91 
96 
95 

99 

97 
73 

123 

98 
84 

101 
109 

102 
95 

44 
36 
5b 
66 

53 

43 

II 
93 

16 
17 

48 
23 

Change in 
pending 

Number Percent 

(2,157) 
(233) 

301 12' 

(5,BBO) 

-118 -10 
(5,2071) 

509 
3,162 

71 I 
(280) 

509 
(376) 

-BB2 

4,2BI ,. 

1,277 

-3B5 
-490 

-136 
1,497 

<I 
22 
24 

-aJ 

-35 

22 
20 

-4 
32 

Beginning 
pending 

2,74<1' 
NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

4,444 

NH 

NH 

2,428 

NH 

NH 

1,07:Ji' 
NH 

13,491 
NIl 

24,4871 

NH 

NH 
NIl 

NH 
NH 

198 

NH 
NH 
NIl 

NH 

Limited 

Flied 

NH 
NH 

9,17.7 
NH 
NH 

14,854 
B,702 

NH 
33,843 

NH 

7,409 

NH 
34,114 
33,361 1 

5,350 
2,094 

53,109 
24,4151 

NH 

4,677 
NH 

92,:lBO 

NH 
4B,8181 

21,629 
NH 

Nil 
NH 

13J 
NH 
NH 

6,8B19 

1 ,21 ,.~ 

23,367 

,1,097 
126,709 

~.H 

NH 
NH 
NH 

»ate! All 8vollebla data ere entered In thQ tllble lind ell epproprilite cat.culotf.ons are Included. Blan!'t spaces 'Indicate thet tho deta aro not available 
or the calculotlons ware nof q>pr<\lrl.te. 

S1a~ totals represent reported data only, whld} may or may not Include all of ·the· actuQ)": ceselolKi Inforrmt:on. 

NH • This cose type Is not hondl~ In this' court. 
-;- • Not applicable. 

'QotD are not· complete: 
.. Arlzono--General JurlsdlctJon. court--Thore were no data reported for the courts located In Maricopa or Yum,a counties. 

Florldo--Gonerol Jurl.Ddlctlon court--Oot. do not Include status offe_. . 
Georgl .. -t.lmlted jurl~dlctlon courts--Ib dlspo.ed ~to were o"ollable ,for"tha Court of Wore County. 
Kon.os--Generol Jurisdiction court--Olsposod flqL.res do not Include otMr J .... nll. cases. 

Cl' 

Loul.l.ono--t.lmlted Jurisdiction caurts_-Ib dot. wore .volloble for h!o locatIons of the CIty Court ond Porl.h Court; dot, for the entIre yoor for 
shc other locations were estllMtod •. based on vorylng omounts of chsta. 

M.lne--Llmlted JurIsdiction courts--Ooto for the DIstrIct Court woro. not reported for two court'-'locatloM durlrg .Ix "'nth. of the raportlrg .V.t .... 

.Ii 
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jurisdiction courts All trlol courts 
As percent 
of flied 

Change In 
,pending 

As percent 
of filed 

Chcll£Ie In' 
pCindlng 

End Beginning End End 
DIsposed 

End 
pending Disposed pe~ Number Porcent __ ",pe",n",d:..:ln",p,--,--F"IC'-I;;:""=-_-.:-'O:,:Ic:s",po::;s",ed"-_-,p",e,,,nd:,:l.!!nl!.9_ Disposed pendIng Number Fercent 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

14,549 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

4,749 ',' 

NH 

Ii 
-u 

98 

~, 

32 305 

2,74oP 17,229P 15,072P 
t ,296 1,063 
',207

' 
1,1771 

9,177 
105,227 

16,762 

I./l:~ ~ '~ ';~-!~4 14,854 
-:-1\ ~::::-'~~q2 

1 ,224 6,384~ 

76,723
' 33,643 

381 935 

99,3·\7 

14,549 

6,502" 

7',5'6
' 3',685
' 1,273 

87P 
82 

270
' 

,981 

94 

4,749 98 

1,106 102 
" 931 
'~':: 

43"j' 136 

32 

17 

12,157P/ 
(233) 

30
' 

(5,880) 

305 

-338 

----- ------------- -----
NH 

6,109 

NH 
·16,129 

4,4001 

1,9071 

2,267 

33,Ol3P 

15,799 

3,128 

NH (Ji NH 

3,009 I,Ol4P 
NH NH 

6,366 

90,736 
,NH 

59,77BI 
22,581 

NH 

NH 
NH 

ttl 
NH 

15,5" 

1,054 
'15,350 

,NIl 
NH 
NH 
NH 

15,135 
NH 

13,2971 

NH 

NH 
NH 

NH 
NH 

241 

NH 
NH 
IIH 
Nil 

91 

77 

108 

98 

122' 
104 

62 1 

96 
91 

42 

16 

22 

700 ,29 

17,9B5) 

-1661 

0,366) 

t'~;\:i 12 

-II,I~( -461 

1-952) 

43 
(11,359) 

'~ 

22 

,-, 
U 

3,414 
2,346 

13,116 
12,890 

7,2161 

9,410 

13,491, 
2,514 

24,4871 

19,773 
6,273 

6,272 
,) ,449 

19B 

3,097 
~,728 

7,75{ 
7,915 

29,183 
24,387 
6,195 

25,971 
34,114 
33,36" 

5,350 
24,465 

53,109 
24,415

' 

IB,563 
1,381 P 
4,617 

7081 

92,380 
3,811 

4B,6161 

21,629 
5,709 

210,539 
8,141 

14,656 
37,365 " 
5,595 
6,888P 

13,5401 

23,367 

1,097 
126;709 
17 ,406 
6,115 

27,570 
957 

7,751 
7,406 

26,517 
22,976 

5,915 

9,86" 
26,129 
4,400'p 
',907

' 24,484 

33,OlJP 

15,799P 

18,054 
I,005P 
3,009P 

6,366 

90,736 
4,693 

59,7761 

22,581 

206,258 
6,663 

37.750 
6,085 

15,551 
1,4561 

13,9421 

1,054 
115,350 

6,251 
26,OP.O 

3,419 
2,855 

16,278 
14,301 

6,6461 

9,919 

I,OI4P 

15,135 
1,632 

13,2971 

24,054 
7,548 

5.887 
959 

141 

2,961 
6,225 

Hlchigan--lImited Jurisdiction courfs-Incomplete data wer. available fran six locations of the Probate Court. 

100 
94 
91 
94 
95 

77 

100 

97 
7JP 

98 
123 
1221 
104 

96 
84 

101 
109 

95 
91 

102 
95 

44 
35 
56 
59 

53 

509 
3,162 
1,411 

(280) 

17,985) 

-5701 

509 
(376P) 

16 1,644 
43 -662 
271 -11,1901 

" 93 

16 
17 

1-952) 

4,281 
1,275 

-385 
-490 

22 43 
( 11,359) 

46 -136 
23 1,497 

Navodo-GenoroJ JlA"'lsdtctlon coOrt--Tho onl)' doto thot were aY~IIt1ble are for "'(flO court located In the Second DIstrict (Wasl'Oe COUlJty)· 
NJpro>clmatolv -hlenty-flve perc.nt of tho total stete populatIon I hies th..... , 

N •• York.-Llmlted JurisdIctIon courts--Inc<.<npl.to dota ""re aveUabl. !tim'the F ... lly r.ou~t In Kings County. " 

-10 

-B9 

<I 
22 
24 
11 

22 
20 

-6 
-34 

22 

-4 
32 

South Ockoto-Generol Ju~'Sdlctlon cour-t--tb dato ore Included for -casas hear~, by tho lawyer magistrates ond ley moglstrate/clerks who 0150 serve thIs 
court. The flJed figure doos. not Illcluo, other Juvenile ~,se$~ tho disposed figure does not Include crlmlnol-type offense or shrtv,s offense cases_ 

Texas-All courts~-Oeto reported for 011 courts 1(1 this tebtp' ore based on 0 loss thon cmptetA;..r.t.rfber of fI'Onthly reports- "The r:eportlng 
," roto for t~ Tex •• DIstrict Court "rid Crlmlnol DIstrIct ~rt (gen.ral JurisdIctIon) wes nliieiy-.'ght percont and for tho Constr(Jtlonal County Court 
. and County Courf at La. (limited Jurlsdlctlonl .os n!n.ty-soven percont; 

J(xplnnetlon of dota Includ.d In the category; 
'M.rVlond-~" courts-P,'ndlng data Include figur .... lor criminal adult offonses against Juvenll.s In addltlo. to the Ju",.II. dote. Juwnll. cas.s are 

heud In the Olstrlct Court (the courf of ""aed JurisdictIon) In M9ntgom<iry Couniv, but In the Circuit Court (the court o!, genorol Jurisdiction) In 
the rost of the .tat.. '. ' 

Poat • .. ro not ovollabl~,for .1 I court. In the, stet~,. See Tobl.s " and 16 for IIOr. doten on tho sour.,.. of dot,e roported In this toble. 

iT 

---.. _------------------
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TABLE 47: Criminal-type offense caseload for trial courts, 1978. . 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting crimin~l-type ,?ffens~ caseload. DisRosed.and end p~ndlng 
as a percent of filed. Number and percent change In pending. Filed per 100,000 Juvenile population 

StAte and court title 

AlaskA--Superlcr Court ........... ••••••••• 
C.llfornl.-Superlor Court •••••••••••••••• 
Color.do-Olstrlct Court .nd 

Denver Juvent Ie Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Connecttcut--Juvenlle Court ••••••••••••••• 
OeIAwAr<r-F.mlly Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
~istrict <If Columbl..--Superlor Court •••••• 

Florld.--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Georgia-Juvenile CourtC, I ••••••••••••••• 

GU8m--Superlor Court ••••••••••••• •••• ••••• 
H.w.II--Clrcult Court •••••••••••• • •••••••• 
Id.ho--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~istrict Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
M.glstr.tes OlvlslonA ••••••••••••••••••• 

K.ns.s-Dlstrlct Court: ••••• ; ••••••••••••• 

LoulsIAn .... -Clty Court And Parish Court. 
.nd Munlclp.1 And Tr.fflc Court········· 

M.ryl.nd-~STATE TOTAt ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~istrict Court •••••••••••••••••• ••••• ••• 

~ssAchusetts--STATE TOTAL .............. .. 
~istrict Court ........................ .. 
Juvenile Court ........................ .. 

MlchlgAn--Probote Court ................. .. 
Mlnnesot .... -county Court .................. . 
Nel/ H.mpshl~e--STATE TOTAL ........... ~, .. .. 

District Court ........................ .. 
Munlclp.1 Court ........................ . 

New Jersey-Juvenile ilnd 
Domestic Rel.tlons Court ............. . 

Naw York--F.mlly Court ........... ' ....... .. 

North CArollnA--Dlstrlct Court .......... .. 
North Ook~""-OJstrlct Court ............ .. 
Okl.hom""-Olstrlct Court .......... c. ...... . 
Puerto Rlco--Superlor, Court .............. . 
Rhode Isla,'d-Faml~y Court •••••••••••••••• 
South C.rolln""-FA~IIY Court ............ .. 

south OAkot.--Clrcult Court l ............. . 
TexAs--STATE TOTAL ...................... .. 

DIstrict Court .nd Crlmln.1 Ols'trlct 
CoUrt ................................ . 

County Court .t L.w, Constltut 10n.1 
County •• nd, Prob.ta COurt l .......... 

Ut.!1--Juvenlle Court ••••••••••••• • •••••••• 
Wisconsln--Circult Court And County Court. 

JuvenJ Ie 

popul.tlon 
In 

thoustmds 

1~8 

6.250 

799 
846 
170 
176 

2.237 
1.576 

276 
287· 

653 

1,306 
1,185 

1.565 

8eglnnlng 
pending 

4,046 

1,033 

144 
2.036 
2.115 

2 
2.113 

2,050 12,554 
4.890 = 11,6731 

Filed 

1.153 
87.703 

6.271 
13.945 
6.543 
5,512 

55.893 
20,393 

816 
4,785 
7,388 

o 
7,388 
3.982 

4.446 
20,985 
19.607 

1.378 
"49.108 

37,371 
11 ,737 

81.827 
26,7981 

'DIspose1 

83.334 

13.601 

5.601 

53,693 
19.0481 

935 
4.843 
6,925 

1 
6,924, 

3,780 
20,891 
19,414 
1,477 

30.20aP 
30.208 

13,126 
5,358 
5.066 

292 

80,352 
31,6291 

End 
pending 

4.390 

944 

25 
1.978 
2,578 

1 
2,577 

14,029 
6,8421 

-----------------------
1,638 

198 
814 

Z54 

914 " 

209 
4,053 

487 
!,377 (3.179 

12.642 
2,823 

4 (r'19 
5,595 
6,400 

2,403! 
9,899! 

D 
8,923 1 

9761 

15,252 

12,245 

3,816 
6,085 

12,O!5 

15,466 14,551 

3,838 
959 

4,097 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
Disposed pending 

95 

31 

102 17., 

96 

115 3 

85 
100 
.99 
107 

81 

98 
1181 

97 

87 
109 

94 

88 
17 

26 

Ch.nge In 
pending 

Number Percent 

14,369) 

344 9 

-89 .( -9 

12,200) 

-!!9 -83 
-58 -3 
463 22 

-1 -50 
464 22 

(666) 
(94) 

(193) 
(-99) 

17.163) 

1,475 
-4.831 1 

13971 

563 17 
-490 -34 

918 29 

Flied 
ldlsp:>sed) 
per 100,000 
popu I.tlon 

779 
1,403 

785 
1,648 
3,849 
3,132 

2,499 
1,294 

1,734 
2,574 

o 
2,574 

610 

340 
1,771 
1,655 

116 
3,138 
2,388 

750 

4521 

(1,103) 
(2,109) 
11,994) 

1115) 

772 
1,426 

I:, 538 
II 

2,520 
11,315) 

241 
•. ',132 

1,123 

Note; All Av.ll.ble dot. ~re entered In the toble .nd .1 I opproprl.te co!cul.t!ons .re !ncluded. ·SI.nk SpAces indlc.te t~.t the d.h .re not 
• v.lIAble or the c.lcul.tlons were "ot oppropr\.te. ", 

- = Not .ppl!cAble. 

cJudge I nfol:'!1.tlon: 
Judges of the GeorgIa St.te Court h.ndle Juvenile coses' In those circuits not served by • ~uvenlle Court. Those c.~s Are Inclu~, In these 

fIgures. ' 
lo.t. ,ore not canplete: 

Georgl.-0.tA .re not .voll.ble 10r c.ses disposed In Wore County. () 
Mlchlg.n--Probote Court--Incomplete dot. were received from six counties. Oat. reported ior .1 I other I"""tlons were complete. 
New York-~Incompl .. te d.t. wer" .v.IIAble frOm I<lngs County. 
South Dokot ... -No dota .rt Included for coses disposed by IA.yer "",gistrAtes or I.y JIUIglstrotes/Clerks In thIs court. 
Tex.s-AII a',tA given Are b.sed on Incomplete reporting by tile courts. The DIstrict Court reporting rate wes nJ'nety .... Ight percent; the rerortlng 

rete for tile County Court .t Low. Constltutlon.1 County Court, .nd ProbAto Court w.s nfnety-sevon percent. 
PO.to were not .v.ll.ble for All courts In the state. 

I.! 
i' 

" I 

j 

TABLE 48: Status offense caseload for trial courts, 1978. 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting status offense caseload. Disp0sed and end pending as a 
percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 juvenile population 

St.te .nd court tit I .. 

Colorodo--Olstrlct Court And 
Denver Juvenile Court ••••••••••••••••••• 

Delewnre---Ftrnlly Court •••••••••••••••••••• 
Olstrlcl-: of Columbl.--Superlor Court .... .. 
Georgl..--Juvenlle Courtc.I ................ : 

H ••• II--Clrcult Court .................... . 
K.ns.s--Dlstrlct Court ................... . 
M.ss.chusetts--STATE TOTAL ................. . 

Ols''rlct Court ......................... . 
Juvenile Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mlchlg.n-"Probote Court ................. .. 
N •• Hompshlre--STATE TOTAL .............. .. 

DistrIct Court ........................ .. 
Munlclp.1 Court ........................ . 

New Jersey-Juvenile .nd ,Domestic 
Reletlons Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

New York-FMllly Court .................. .. 
North C.rolln..-Olstrlct Court ........... .. 
North Ookot..--Dlstrlct Court ............ .. 
Okl.homo-Olstrlct Court ................ .. 
South D.kot..--C'lrcult Court I ............ .. 

TeXAs-STATE TOTAL ....................... . 
DistrIct Court And Crlmln.1 District 

Court ............................... .. 
County Court .t L.w, ,Constltutlon.1 

County Court, .nd ProbAte Courtl ...... ' 
UtAh--Juvenlle Court ..................... ~ 
Wlsconsln--Clrcult Court .nd County Court. 

Ii " 

Juvenile 
populAtIon 

In 
thousands 

799 
170 
176 

1.576 

276 
653 . 

1,565 

2,795' 
25' 

2,050 

4.890 
1,638 

198 
814 
209 

4,053 

487 
1,377 

Beginning 
pendIng 

26 

518 

937 

1,272 

822 

FIled 

924 
2.159 

370 
8,041 

1,367 
6.656 
2,669 
1,369 
1.300 

4,201"" 

10,553 

12,7681 

3,789 
2.487 
1.262 

332 

235 1 

6,382 
7,750 

DIsposed 

358 
7,617 1 

1.348 

2.271P 
2,271 

538 
512 

26 

10.384 

15,391 1 

3,934 

1.169 

7,392 

End 
pendIng 

537 

1.106 

1,365 

1,175 

As percent 
of filed 

End 
DIsposed pending 

97 

99 

166 ' 

98 

1211 
104 

93 

95 

10 

39 

10 

108 

15 

Change In 
pendIng 

Number Percent 

12 46 

19 

1-902) 

169 18 

C_2,~231 -511 
1-145) 

93 

353 43 

Filed ldl s
posed) per 
100.000 

populAtion 

116 
1.270 

210 
510 

495 
1.019 

171. 
87 
83 

1501 

(212) 
(202) 
(10) 

515 

261 1 

231 
1.256 

155 
159 

39 1 

6 1 

1.310 
563 

Noto: All AVAII.ble d.tA .re entered In the t.ble And .11 opproprlAte cAlcul.tlons .re Included. 81Ank sp.ces Indlcote th.t either the dote ere not 
.v.lI.ble or the colcul.tlons were not opproprl.te. 

'\,St.te 10tAIs ,epresent reported ~.t. onlv, which moy or m.y not Include All of the .ctuAI c.selo.d InforlMtlon. .. 
- • Il~ Appllc.ble. 

cJudge InforlMtlon: 
Georgl..--Judges of the St.te Court h.ndle Juvenile coses In toose circuits not served by • Juvenile Court. Those CAses Are Included In these 

figures, 
100h "ee not canplete: 

Go.:>rgl .... O.t. are not .voliAble for CASes disposed In W.re County. 
Mlchlg.n--Incomplete dot. wore Av.lI.bI6 from six locotlons. All other locotlons were complete. 
New York-Incomplete date were llVDI I~ble from Kings 'County. " 0 

South OAkot..--No d.tA .ro Included for ·!:lIses he.rd by I~wyer ,,!!,gl str.tes or I.y '.'mAgl str.tes/clerks In th Is court. 
Tex.s--All courts--O.t. for All court •• re b.sed on .n Incomplete numbor of ODnthly reports. The reporting rAte WAS nlnety-alght perc$nt for the 

District Court And nlnety-sa.en percent for the County Courts • 
Po.t. were not .valloble for All courts In the StAte. 

115 



116 

TABLE 49: Non-offense caseload for trial courts, 1978.. ..•. ') .' 
State juvenile population. Courts reporting non-offense caselo~d. Disposed and'end pending as a 

, percent of filed. Number and percent change in pending. Filed per 100,000 juvenile population, 

St~te ~nd court title 
__________ --;,-.,.,...'c.... ___ _ 

Arizona-Superior COurtl ................ .. 
C.II fornllt-~Sup.rlor Court •••••••••••••••• 
Co I or~do-O I stri'ct Court ~nd 

Denver JuvenIle Court ••••••••••••••••• 
Connecticut-Juvenile Court ............. .. 
DIstrict of Colunbla-.-Superlor Court .... .. 
Florldo-Clrcult Court .................. .. 

Georgllt--Juvenlle CourtC, I .............. .. 
H.w.II--Clrcult Court ................... .. 
Id.ho--STATE T01·Al ....................... . 

DIstrIct Court ........................ .. 
Mo,9lstr.tes DIvIsIon .................. .. 

K.ns.s-DlstrJct Court .................. .. 
Loul sl.no--Clty Court, p.rl sh Court .nd 

Munlclp.1 .nd Tr.ff Ie Court ............ . 

Moss~chusetts--STATE TOTAl .............. .. 
01 strIct Court ........................ .. 
Juvenile Court ........................................... . 

Mlch Ig.n--Probote Court .................. . 
Mlnnesota--COUnty Court ................. .. 
New Hampshlre--STATE TOTAl ............... .. 

Distr'~ct Court .......................... . 
Munlclp.1 Court ........................ . 

New York-F ... lly Court ................... . 
North C.rollno--Dlstrlct Court .......... .. 
North Dokoto"-Dlstrlct Court ............. . 
Okl.homlt--Dlstrlct Court ................ .. 
Rhode Isl.nd--F.mlly Court .............. .. 
South C.rolln .... -F.omlly Court ............ .. 
Ut.h-Juven lie Court .................... .. 
Wisconsln--Clrcult Court .nd County Court. 

Juvenile 
populotlon 

In 
thousands 

744 
6,250 

799 
846 
176 

2,237 

1,576 
276 
287 

653 

1,306 

1,565 

2,795 
1,190 

254 

4,890 
1,638 

198 
BI4 
254 
914 
4B7 

1,377 

BegInning 
pending 

2401 

398 
165 

167 
231 

230 

1,723 

822 

Flied Disposed 

1,2071 1,1771 

17 ,524 16,013 

2,191 
909 948 
502 54!! 

20,830 17 ,B23 

4,3B7 4,016 1 

365 290 
527 4BI 

I 1 
526 4BO 

1,89::1 

3951 3591 

1,332 534P 
964 534 
368 

3,8241 

1,797 
4'10 
455 

15 

8,9701 ~2,0441 
5,198 6,402 

329 
2,384 I,B27 

420 
199 

1,733 
7,750 7,392 

Note: All d.t. ue antered In the t.ble .nd .11 "Pproprl.te c.lcul.tlons .re Included. 
th.t either the ,doh .r" not .v.lI.ble or the colcul.tlons wera not "Pproprl.te. 

-- ~ Not "Ppllcoble. 

cJudge I nform.tlon: 

As percent Chonge In' Flied (dl s-
of flied pending posed) per 

End End 100,000 
pending Disposed pending Number PElrcent popu;atlon 

2ml 981 221 301 121 1621 

91 !I,511) 280 

274 
359 104 39 -39 -10 107 
124 108 25 -41 -25 285 

B6 (3,007) 93\-

278 
242 79 66 75 45 132 
277 91 53 46 20 lB4 

100 ,100 0 0 <1 
276 91 52 46 20 183 

291 

91 1 (361) 301 

85 
55 (430) 62 

24 
1371 

(151) 
( 185)' 

l~. (179) 
(6) 

3,9481 1341 441 -3,3041 -461 1831 

123 (-1,204) 317 
166 

2,277 77 96 554 32 293 
165 
(22) 
356 

1';175, 95 15 353 43 ii 563 

BI.nk sp.ces Indlcota 

Georgl.-Judges of the St~te Court h.ndla Juvenile c.sas In tho$a circuIts not serlled by. Juvenile Court. Those c.ses .re Included In 1'hese fIgUres. 
ID.t. .ra not camp I ete: 

Arlzona--oata were. unZllYDlleble from Maricopa end YUm8 counties. 
Georgllt--No dote were 'V'J,I.ble for coses disposed In W.re County. 
Loulslana--o.t. were un.v8'II.ble from the courts loceted In the cItIes of Houmo .nd PI.quemlnes. 
Mlchlg.n--Dnly Incomplete dot. wera ~v.".ble from six locetlons. D.t. from .11 other locetlons wera complete. 
Ne. York-Dnly Incomplete d.ta wera .v.II.ble from Kings County. 

Po.t. were not .v.II.b Ie for ~II courts I n the st.te. 
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TABLE 50: Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) for trial courts, 1969-1978. 
Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data 

stote ond court title 

Toto I ceses 

Ar 1 zona Super lor-Court ......... "" ........................... .. 
Arkilnsas--STATE TOTAL ............................... . 

CIrcuIt Court ...................................... . 
Chancery Court and Probote Court ................ .. 
Court of Conrnon Pleas ............................ . 

Coil fornlo--STATE TOTAL ...... : .................... . 

~:~:;: ~~~7.::::::::~:-:'::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Municipal COUI-t •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Colorodo--STATE TOTAL ............................ .. 

District Court ond Denver Superior,. Juvenile, 
lind ?robllte Courts ............................. . 

Water CourT' ..................................... . 
County COUrtl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

OellllllU"e-STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Superior CCOrtl ..................................... . 

. Court of Chancery I ................................... . 
Court of Common Plea$I ........... •••••••••• ~, •••••• 
Femlly COurt •••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• 
Justice of the Peace Court ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

District of Columbh-Supi:trlor courtl ............. . 
Idoho--Dlstrlct Court and MlIglstr~tes 

Dfvlslonl ••••••••••••••••••••••••. ~ ••••••••••••••• 
Kansas-Drs+rICt CourT ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Morylond-STATE TOTf>L ......... ; ................... . 

Circuit COUrtl .................................. . 
District COurtd .......................... : ...... . 

Mlchlglln--Clrcult Court ............................. . 
Hlssourl~trcult Court and Court of Corrmon Plells •• 
New HlIrrpshlre-Superlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nelli Jersey--STATE TOTAl. .............................. . 

SuperIor Court ond Coonty Court ................... . 
Juvenile and Domestic. RelatJons Court •••••••••••• 

North Cllrollna--STATE TOTAL ........................ . 
Super I or Court' .................................. . 
District c.;urtl ................................. . 

~lahome--Dlstrlct Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oregon--STATE TOTf>L ............................... . 

Circuit Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax Court ........................................ • 4, 

Olstrlct Court .................................. . 
Pennsylv~nla--court of Common Pleas •••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Is lond--STATE TOTf>L ........................ .. 

Super I or Court ................................... . 
DistrIct Court ................................. .. 

Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
crrculi' Court and Criminal Court ................ . 
Lalli and Equity Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chancery Court ................................... . 

Utoh--Dlstrlct Court ............................. .. 
Vlrglnlo-Clrcult Court .............. ; ........... .. 
Woshlngton-STATE TOTAL ........................... . 

Superlor·Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 
Munlclpol ond Police courtJ .................... .. 
DIstrict Court and JustIces of 'the Peace l •••••••• 

, 

1969 

49,582 
21,158 
28,251 

17,l 
11,814,295 

493,631 
1,252,728 

10.057,936 

90,0351 

5,6421 
2881 

4,386 
15,685 
64,034 

30,622 
89,930 'p 
89,9301 

98,129 

14,716 
140,367 
66,628' 
73,739 

275, 7~4 
33,791 Ip 
33,601 1 

'{Ilo 

Jl 
78,05; Ii' 
59.~ J 
3.0-. 

15,334 

73,614 
84,8101' 
84,810 

~i 

/1 

1970 1971 

50,957 52,l1U 
22,478 21,109 
28,233 30,160 

246 241 
13 ,001 ,0541

' 13,417,794 
507,163 527,488 

1,228,981 1,237,765 
11.264.910 11,652.541 

106,1581p 118,292 i p 

11651 2.034 1 

105,2931 116,2581 

94,4291 99,4001 

6,1981 ", 6,5701 

3501 354 1 

4,857 5,.262 
15,977 11 ,662 
67,047 69.552 

128,7301 

34,043 35,151 
95,264 1p 100,734 1p 

95,2641 100,7341 

105,213 111,717 

16,060 16,469 
156,346 165,452 
70,576 76,78~ 
85,770 88,670{ 

: i 

~r 
321,925 324.986. ": 
240,939 1 2~II'028!1-

37,7251 

I:: 202 

203,OI2~. 24. 049' 
" I ,'./ 

,~--l 
84,397 81,995 
63,528 ('1 6Q,571 
3,022 3,130 

17 ,847 18,294 
20,519 

79,400 83,154 
824,653 870,648 
88,627 92,369 

416,224.1 441,48al 
317,8021 336,791 1 

'., 
'(, 

.' 

~ 
C' 

Cases Filed 

1972 1973 

64,943 75,538 
56,607 60,768 
21,991 24,979 
34,368 35,541 

248 248 
13,357,774 13,338,348 

522.256 532,563 
1,298,940 1,202,217 

11,536,578 11,603,568 
221,423' 243,594' 

17,220 80,540 
14,063' 3,2871 

130,1401 159,7671 

109,124 1 105.866' 
8,6491 8,2891 

35,1 3391 

~,260 6,436 
13,787 14,294 
81,073 76,508 

268,119' 272,183' 

175,2481 231,894 1 

37,309 36,947 
875,3531 909,845 1 

95,4111 95,0071 

779,936d 81 4 ,838d 

!19,799 131,387 

97,065 94,145 
18,401 19,917 

183,841 192,455 
84,571 87,196 
99,270 105,259 

1,198,174 1 1,250,7491 

48,542 1 50,8491 

1,149,6321 1,199.900' 
340.353 329,151 
406,533' 429,2971 

41.540 1 44,943 1 • 

175 223 
364,818 384,131 
240,688 "243,315 

75,644 84,125 
9,104 9,248 

66,540 74,877 
81,272 88,644 
58,009 61,561 
3,194 4,590 

19,469 22,487 
22,305 23,922 
85,581 88,751 

916,692 889,807 
95,413 100,135 

455,5591 422,546.1 
365,720 1 367,1261 

f) 

'.' 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

86,464 9O.57~ 84,774 94,270 1 94,799' 
66,617 71,792 72,970 77,360 81,9361 

28,642 32,795 33,013 35,848 38,692 
37,608 38,633 J9~71G 41,512 42,867 

.. 367 364 241 250 1 3771 

13,985,522. 15,250,622 \~,910,437 :6,509,674 17 ,290,024 

562,248 602,470 667,122 713,880 726,659 
1,181,749 1,305,928 1,071,503 825,578 692,543 

12,241,525 13,342.224 14,171,812 14,970,216 15,870,822 
271 ,608 1 315,957 1 3J9,397 1 335,760 1 347,484 1 

94,130 116,593 119,207 121,9661 122,116 
1,7671 1,6081 1,6401 1,6821 2,408' 

175,711 1 197,7561 198,5501 212,1121 222,9601 

109,2101 135,7461 139,2891 153,6271 152,9201 

8,5461 !1,2601 8,6681 7,584! 6,625 1 

452 1 3861 408 1 3681 4001 

Q,779 8,375 9, !16 9,737 9,583' 
17,113 2~ ,206 21,957 24,513 25,533 
76,320 94,519 . 99.140 !11,425 110,779 

283,859 1 296,551' 302,528 1 297,523 1 241.632
' 

241,417 1 250,2101 262,4191 215,6701 298,326 1 

39,.534 42,038 45,066 185,71Q~ 410,3981 

1,019,0051 1,125,426 1 1,287,7531 1,291,446 1 1,317,737 1 

100,9581 110,4071 121,1981 133,0221 132,921 1 

918,047d 1,OI5,019d 1,166,555d 1,IS8,424d 1,1&4,816d 

138,805 153,420 153,350 156,605 198,9431 

100,093 110,825 109,483 106,996 117,161 
21,974 23,719 24,189 24,737 26,615 

206,627 228,277 242,915 249,126 267,261 
84,934 94,131 96,557 97,4~9 101,421 

121,693 133,546 146,358 151,717 165,840 
1,350,029' 1,404,9801 .1,333,321 1 1,388,860~ 1,505,1971 

56,6931 64,424 1 63,32" 61,665 1 64,819 1 

1,293,3361 1,340,5561 1,270.0001 1,327,1951 1,440,3781 

329,139 373.342 ' 402,655 426,394 457.036 1 

:100,745' 512,~71' 610,355' 604,962 1 668,452 i 
50,987' 55,052' 56,8S91 55,6601 64,422 1 

148 .32 181 148 138 

449,610 l:J7,687 553,285 549,154 1 603,89',.' 
263,359 290,757 292,186 288,878 296,03'5 

91,705 8&,809 67,793 68,100 70,629 )) 
9,092 10,207 10,010 9,494 9,976 // 

82,613 16,602 51,183 58,606 60.653 
101,382 109,669 112,811 118,220 117,416 
69,958 76,058 76,966 81,335 80,885 

5,182 4,242 4,847 4,466 3,868 
26,242 29,569 30,998 32,419 32,663 

28,~72 28,601 30,362 31,986 ~\ 
98,249 104;582 106,819 117,351 125,058 

966,107 1,005,928 1.0!8,O46 1,131,124 1,188,8301 

lfi,477 116,640 121,811 127,965 135,630 
414,475.1 399,097J 429,371J 475,181J 480,440.1 
440,155 1 490,191 1 496,864 1 533,9781 572.7601 Q. 
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TABLE 50: Filed cases (total, civil, criminal, andjuvenilecas~s) for trial courts, 1969-1978. (continued) 

stde end court tItle 

CI vii· cases 

C.llfo.-nl.--STATE TOTAL .......................... .. 
Super I or Court' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Justice Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Munlclpal COUl"'t ••••••••. ~ ......................... . 

1:oIor.do-STATE TOTAL ........................... , .. 
District Court and Denver Superior and Probete 

1969 

706,570 
66,594 
71,963 

546,013 

1970 

725,146 
95,627 

67,041 
562,478 

14,9601p 

1971 

100,959 
104,214 

59,016 
537,729 

15,7431p 

1972 

716,510 
110,656 
60,049 

547,805 
82,1851 

1913 

785,661 
120,159 

65,152 
600,350 

76,669
' 

1974 

844,675 
137,849 

67,340 
639,686 

86,704
' 

1975 " 

937,832 
156,626 
69,134 

712,072 
106,115 1 

\.\ 

1976 

933,636 
167,746 

56,031 
707,661 
114,3161 

1977 

939,224 
167,636 
49,828 

721,560 
122,566 1 

1976 

, ,00),579 i 

175,0761 

45,635 
762,666 
127,0951J 

COurtsl,J ................... ,.................. 54,127J 57,567J 55,66d 60,225J 82,0351 63,4J91J 64,224 1J 
W.ter COUrtl..................................... 665 1 2,0341 14,0631 3,2871 1,7671 1,606

' 
1,C'l01 1,6621 1','406

' 
County Court

'
.................................... 14,115 13,709 13,995 15,615 19,256 24,281 30,643 37,449 40,46~1 

Connectlcut--STATE TOTAl................ ........... 25,755 1 29,017 1 26,5171 27,871 1 2&,107 1 30,7791 48,904' 56,591 I 57,232 1 58.074 1 

SuperIor court
'
.................................. 17,5651 19,3991 18,221 1 19.,8221 20,2791 23,1701 25,003

' 
25,7931 26,7501 27,9261 

Court of Corrmoo Pleas'........................... 8,190' 9,61S' 8,3561 8,0491 7,82S 1 '7,6091 23,901' ~,7981 ~,482' 3O,14S' 
Oelaware--STATE TOTAL................................ 5,8:331 6,1561 6,081' 6,477' 7,915' 8,0061 10,6731 8,644' 7,2671 ~\?81' 

Superior Ct)urt 1 ••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• •••••••• 4 .. 085' 4,105' 4,081' 4,638 1 5,:!5S' 5,3691 7,1731 4,882 1 3,487' .;;..5321 

Court of Ch.nceryl............................... 2861 3501 354 1 3551 3391 4521 3861 4081 3681 4001 
Court of Common Ple.s............................ 1,460 1,701 1,646 1,484 2,230 2,185 3,114 3,354 3,412 3,049

' DIstrict of Columbla--Superlor COUrtl.............. 233,930 1 237,514 1 246,6271 257,652' 265,652' 263,6541 20B,828.1 

KZUlsas--Dlstrlct' COurt 1............................. '25,995 (I 28,737 29,826,\ 31,649 31,488 33,491 35,312 37,811 58,005a 92,076 1 

M.cylond--STATE TOTAL.............................. 50,364!p 53,667
'
p 57,9851P 277,5931 298,4291 345,2531 356,53" 394,9701 437,3621 472,908 

CIrcuIt Court................................ ••• .50,3841 53,6671 57,985
' 

50,5911 52,601
' 

53,9161 ';7,330\ 62,158 1 66,026 1 74,720 
District Court ..................... 00'... .•......... 227,002 245,828 291,337 299,201 332,812 371,336 398,260 

CMlchlg.n-Clrcult COurt
'
........................... 82,292 87,123 91,346 100,772 111,417 117,146 127,229 126,924 130,433 115,0391 

Missourl--C'rcult Court and Court of Corrrnon Pleas.. 65,954 63,259 66,591 74,314 74,474 72.13Z 79,578 
New Harrpshlre-SupedOf" Court ............. '.... ••••• 12,133 12,741 12,868 1:S,736 15,064 16,829 17 ,398 17,758 17,745 19,479 
He'lli Jersey--STATE TOTAL........... ................. 258,643 298,757 321,547 332,097 351,516 .366,923, 395,061 420,608 440.902 465,682 

Superior Court and County Court·.................. 46,430 47,1;J00 48,910 52,430 58,366 56,901 63,2.31 64,877 68.371 74.337 
County DIstrIct Court............................ 180,674 215,491 237,54~ 239,213 251,743 260,664 280,941 293,911 303,057 317,885 

~J~u7ve~n~I~le~.~nd~~~~s~t~lc~Re~'~.~t~lo~n~s~CO~ur~t~.~:.~.~.~ •• ~.~.~ •• ~. ______ ~3~1~,5~3~9 ______ ~3~5~,4~S~6 ______ ~3~5~.0~8~9'1 40,454 .~ __ 74~1~,~40~7~ __ ~~4~9~,~35~8~ ____ ~5~0~,8~6~9~ ____ ~6~'~,8~1~4r-__ ~~6~9~,4~7~4T·~ __ ~~7~3~,4~6~0r-_ 
North C.rolln. STATE TOTAL........................ ' '\ -----,,�5;;6"""'~ 179,858' 213,6691 230,347 1 235,584 1 255,0561 275,661

' 
SuperIor Court

'
.................................. : \ 8,2491 8,490

' 
10,0651 10,919

' 
10,174 1 10,40" 11 ,541

' 
Olstrlct Court................................... ' \ 148,139 171,368 2Q3,824 219,428 224,810 244,655 264,120 

Okl.homo--Dlstrlct Court........................... 97,914 115,369 120,692( 130,189 1~2,744 156,342 166.164' 168,834 181,312 189,161 

Oregon--T.x Court.................................. 190 202 i 189\ 175 223 148 232 181 148 136 
Rhode Isl.nd--Olstrlct Court....................... .. 'Ii 26,141 26,736 31,217 33,335 29,026 28,488 29,196 
Tennessee-STATE TOTAL..................... ......... 58,/,l':"I-------::46':"32-:'65:::~':"67 .;l-:-.~-~-,---~ti113ill 61,168 66,691 74,799 80,407 83,202 86,347 85,909 

Circuit COurt .................................. ~,. 40,:259 ~ ct"{ ~. 1689'\! 37.905 39,614 43,315 46,596· 47,357 49,462 49,378 
Lev end EquIty Court................................ 3,058 .3:022 \~;- \'~t30 3~794 4,590 5.182 4,242 4,847 4,466 .3,868 
Ch~ncery Court................................... 15,334 t7,B47 1'.,294 19,469 22,487 26,242 29,569 30,998 .32,419 :s~,66.3 

ut.h--Dlstrlct Court............................... _______________ fl"599 20,207 21,594 26,029 25,533 27,010 28,542 

'DI -I Criminal ceses 

~C-.~II-:for--n7,-.---':"ST~A:::T=E-:ro==TAL~.-.-•• -.-.-•• -.-.-;.-.-.7.(.,.-.• -.-.-.,-.-.-.• -.-------6~8:::7-.9~i:r;~---::7748~,~3':"51~-----14S-.1~6~1-------::7~46~,-:6':"60~----~77.42~,719~3~----~74~2~,~IO~9~-----=77~4-,9~6:::6~-----7~7:::5-,4:::7=9------8~0~4-,6~5:::6-------7~9:::1-,9~7:::,rl--
Superior Court'.. •••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• ••••• 68,.159 l' 71,422 76,.386 ~5,487 61,605 54,635- 55,635 54,906 54,653 55,3691 

Justl'ce COurt ••••••••• ~.......................... 89,57.3 91,899 1 (f 90,694 94,058 97,5.18 98,080 97,344 ,:.83,86.3 71,973 63,500 
MUfllclpel Court.................................. 530,205 585,0.30 t j 581,081 587,115 583,070 5t::9,394 621,987 636,710 678,230 673,102 

Color.do-STATE TOTAL.............................. 91,1781pl 102,5491p 126,5021 153,627 1 167,5901 188,044 i 182,241 1 190,3531 197,522 1 

DIstrIct Court "I'ld Denver Superior Court......... 10,J57 9,675 {) 11,IJ5 14.569 14,.334 15,690 15,025 
County court

'
.................................... 91,1781 102,549

' 
116,1451 143,9521 156,4551 173,475 1 167,9071 174,6631 182,4971 

Oel ••• re STATE TOTAL.............................. 11,875 11,702 12,765 15,513 15,634 15,606 18,133 18,302 19,962 18,720 
Superior Court.................................... 1,557 2,093 2,489 4,011 ,3,042 3,177 4,087 3,786 4,097 3,293 
Court of Corrwron Pleas .......................... ~. 2,926 3,156 3,616 ',776 4.116 4,594 5,261 ',762 6,32~ 6,534 
Muntcipel Court of ~'Imlngton.................... 7,392 6,453 6,680 7,726 8,476 7,835 8,785 8,154 9,540 8,89.3 

Dlstr.Jct of ColurrtJla-Superlor courtl,J ••••• ••••••• 26,524 1 26,822 1 29,4601 31,1431 29,604 1 27,5801 26,420' 
Kanses--Dlstrlct COUrt •••• ~......................... 4,621 5)"306 5,325 5,660 ,,459 6,043 6,126 7,255 19,83Se 25,211 
M.ryl.nd--STIITE TOTAL.............................. 23,280P 24,914P 22,J08P '. 133,469" 129,902 142,575 167,402 186,737 199,370 (f) 

CIrcuIt CourT.................................... 23,280 24,974 ~2,3oa 20,545 21,081 24,603 29,606 33,744 43,111 35,7291 

DIstrIct coUrtd.................................. 112,923d 108,821 d 117,972d 137,796d 152,993d 155,199d (I) 
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.Mlchl,ge:n--Clrcult Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15,837 16,090 20,371 19,027 19,970 21,659 26,191 26,426 26,172 
Teble 4B, E!1!I¥8 :5 

1.7,744 

Mfssourl-Clrcult Court and Court of Coarnon Pleas., 
New HlIlTpshlre--Superlor Court ....................... 
New Jersey-Superior Court lmd County Court •••••••• 
Net:th Corolfno--STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

SuperJor COurt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 
DIstrIct courtJ ••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••• 

Ohlo--Court of Conmon Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ok lohoma--o I str I ct COUrtJ •••••••••••••••••••• ~' ••••• 
Pennsy I vl:lnl a--Court _,of Corrmon P lecs ..................... 
Rhode Islcnd--Dlstrlct Court ........................ 
Tennessee--Clrcult Court cnd CrIminal Court ......... 
Utch--Dlstrlct Court ................................. 

JuvenHe cases 

Colorado--Dlstrlct Court end Denver JuvenIle court] 
DIstrict of ColumbIa-Superior COurt l ............... II 

Mory lond--STATE TOTAL .................. ;; •••••••••• 
ClrClJlt' Court ................................... . 
DIstrIct Court .................................. . 

MIss9;Url--Clrcult Court and Court of Conrnon Pleas •• 

2.583 
20,19B 

177.87oJ 

19,,401 

17 ,S86 
16.26<; 
1.620 

, 
3,'19 

22,776 

206.536.1 

20,890 

1\ 

f 
New Halrpshlre--Dtstrlct Court and MunIcipal Court... 2:y681 ~l,741 
New Jer~ey-Juvenlle end Dot'nestlc Relations Court.. 42,200 / 50,3(14 
Pennsvlvanla--court of Conmon Pleas................. '/-" 

() 
3,601 

27.872 

204.094J 

21,882 
1.920 

21,916 

2.912 
53.581 

15,326 
4,665 

32,141 
1,041,186] 

40,293 
I,OOO,89Jl 

24,155 
210,164J 

67,230 
40,399 
20,104 

2,098 

12,736J 
7,665 1 

25,498 
24,280 

1,218 
15,785 
2,8B3 

58,816 
24.770 

14,4(,9 
4,853 

28,830 
1,070,891] 

42,359 
1,028,5J2J 

25,121 
IB6,~07J 
62,07B 
48,139 
21,953 

2,328 

IJ,27BJ 
7,847 1 

22,871 
21,325 
1.546 

16,437 
3,5BO 

63,852 
27.094 

16,3~1 17,760 18,080 18,130 19,020 
S,145 6,321 6,431 6,992 7,136 

28,033 31,500 31,680 29,038 27,084 
1,136L·14OJ 1,174,53j) 1,097,737) 1,133,804J 1,229,5361 

46,628 53,505 52,547 51,264 53,278 
1,089,512J 1,I21,02aJ 1,045,I9oJ I,OB2,S4oJ 1,176,25aJ 

28,782 31,5~4 30,527 30,835 31,575 
172,797J 207,17aJ 233,B21J 245,OBlJ 267,B751J 

67 ,047 7B,I41 76,302 73,058 72,562 
51,396 43,267 28,757 30,118 31,457 
26,583 29,462 29,609 30,062 28,148 

2,~43 3,068 3,352 3,444 

.17,314J 21,79BJ 22,8,BJ 22,8'7) , 22,867J 

7,772 1 7,7561 7,!91 1 6,289 1 6,384 1 

24,527 25,330 28,373 26,601 24,465 

22, 439 23,471 25,296 23,702 22,371 
2,008 1,859 ',oil 2,B99 2,094 

17,151 IB',751 16,929 16,734 18,563 
5,497 

72,335 B2,G57 ~4,484 82.243 92.380 
35.120 39.882 37.08~ 35.614 37.365 

~~ 
Note: All available date are Included In )~t;le'-Blanl<. ~pllces Indicate that data yore not liver lab Ie. T)~:e., courts fisted In thIs table represent thc.~se courts which reported five or more year~ of ceses filed 

" data as of the 1977 Annuel Report..:--

/7 
-- = NOT eppl1cable. 

l!Court Jurisdiction: 
Kansas--Dtstrlct Court--Trlal courts In Kansas were unifIed during the 1977 court year. Cases previous Iv filed tn all trIal courts except the Munlclpllll Court are now flied In the DIstrict Court. 

dccse definition Of' uniT of count: 
Maryland--Dlstrlct Court--The criminal unit of count- used In thIs Tcble Is the number of charges. EI~ewhere tn this volulTe It ts the number of defendants on the Information, Indictment, or corrplalnt. 

tOat-a m-e not- corrp lete: '-", 
Arlzona~-Data gIven for the 1~78 couJ:iye~ do not Include Juvenile data from MarIcopa or Yuma counties. Data given for 1977 court year do not Include Juvenile :Jependency date for one county or Juvent Ie traffic data 

for two oount f es. ,,;"".---... / \ . 

Arkansas--court of C0nrn09 Pleas"-Flgures gtven for the 1978 court yea;" do not' Inc.ludu data for Chreat county. Figures given for the 1977 court veer do not Include data for tva counties. 
Callfornta--Supertor Court-<1918 onlyl-oeta for civil cases Include torts and other civil corrplalnts. Data for- crIminal cases Include felonies only .. 
Colorado-county Court--Clvll, Criminal, and tot~1 f1gure~ given do not Include data from the court located In Denver. CrIminal figures tnclude traffic cases from all court locatIons except irorrj the court located 

In Denver. 

Connecticut-Superior Court-No dda ere Included for the Appollate SessIon. • , 
Court of Common Pleas--Clvl I date given are' for ca .. es on the "family dock.9t" and "non-family do ,et" only. 

Ool"welre--Superlor Court--Dah gIven do not Includo elvll InVoluntary corrmltrrent uses .. 
Court of Chl:lncory--Dat" given only Include other civil casas.. I 

Court of Coom::ln Ploas--C1978 only)--otner civIl n;,scollaneous cases Me mIssing from the ('>urt cated In New Castle County for sIx rronths. 

DistrIct Court, and Denver Supertor and probate Courts--Flgures gtven for the 1977 Md 1978 cou~! \ years do not tnclude lIdoptlon and pat9rnfty and support cases. 
Water Court--Flgures !:!ven do not Include postJudgment ectlons. I 

Dlstrlct of Columbla--Flgures gIven do not Inctude reinstated cNos, cnd therefore dlffor fr~n th t gIven In the court statistIcal prof1to found In Part II of thIs report .. Data In this table were obtaIned from Table 
9 of the DistrIct of Colunela's 1978 Annu,,1 Report. 4' t 1 I ' 

tdaho--Deta given do not Include eppeals. '~ , t ' 

Kansas--!llstrtct Court~(T918 onlyl-Flgures do not Include other estate cases. '\ ~ \ ' " 
Mcryland--Clrcult Court-Figures for tot.eJ ceses do ~ot Include SI,J~nt!nce r~vlew onIJ;,-t:ase.,. , "rfmlnal cases do not Incluoo sentence reylelll' only cases or a,du,l,..t.-Offenses 1:191:11nst Juvenf les. 

,DistrIct ColJrt~arab'e data are unavalleble for 1978 du~·to\9(change In the unit' o~ CO.,lt at The District Court level. ,_,;/ 
Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court--(t978 only)-No dah were avall~bte for~ ~~:kson County. Oata r'l)O('"' ad for cfvl'l and crIminal cases separately were unaYlII lable lor six counties. These cou"tles were 9'lly able to report the 

grend total filing flgure. These courts represent thlrty-tn~ alpercent of the tot'?' l;:aSi"IS filed. (I If 
North Carollna--Suporlor Court-Figures glven,.do not Include clvdolostate or spoclllll/ prj):ltedlngs cases. Theso cases are handled ~y the clerks of thl~ court. 

Dlstrfct Court--Flgures given for total ca~es do not Include a"), Juvenile data. 
Oklahoma-DIstrict Court-Cl978 onlyl--flgures given for crimi net and total cases dO hot-- Ir-clude crlmlnni postconvJctlol'l remedy cases. 
Oregon--Crrcult Court-Figures given for total ceses do flot IncfJ.l~ adoption, estate, ~rt~1 health, or Juvenile da}a. 

OTstrlct Court-Figures given for +otal cases In 1917 and 1978 ,do not Include dom&.;tlc reletlons, estete, or mental health cases. 
Washlngton:-:"'-Dlstrlct Court--f1978 only)--Data do not Include MunIcIpal Court cases that were processed by the DIstrict Court. 0, 

JExp lanatlon of data Included In the category: • 
Colorado-Olstrlct Court and Denver Superior Court--Adoptlon and paternIty and support cases are Included wfth the JuvenIle rather thlln ylth the cIvil 

cllseload, where they ere cl~ssltled In other tables In thIs report. 
DIstrICt of Columbllll'"-Crlminal figures InclUde a few traffic cases. 
North Carollna--Dlstrlct Court-Both criminal I:Ind traffic cases are InclUded 'n the figures reported es crImInal Ir:' thIs table. 
Oklahomc--Dtstrlct Court--Dcta reported liS elvl I InclUde civil and Juvenl1e Cll$es. Oda reported es crIminal Inclti'oo criminal and traffic ceses. 
Washington MuniCipal Court--(1978 only)--Data Include cases processed by tho DIstrict Courts thet ccntract with the rrunlclpalltles f~ thet purpose. 

PDlIta were not lIvalleble for all courts In the stete,.. 
*The miSSing data for Utllh In 1974 was a result of a change from fiscal to calendar year reporting. 
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TABLE 51: Number and percentchange in filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) year to year and for 1D-year period for trial courts, 1969-1978. 
Trial courts reporting five or more years of cases filed data 

Number end percent change 10 Ci5ses f' led 

St"te and court tItle 1969 to 1970 1970 to 1971 1971 to 1972 1972 to 1973 1973 to 1974 1974 to 1975 1975 to 1976 1976 to 1917 1917 to 1978 

Tot", cases 
t; 

r Arlzonc--Superlor Court' ................ e ...................... 10.926 ( 14%) 4 ~ 111 ( 5S) -5.801 ( -6S1 9,4961 ( 11%1 5291 ( lSI 
ArkllnslIs--STATE TOTAL ......................................................... 1,375 ( 3S1 1.153 ( 2S1 4,497 ( 9%1 4.161 ( 7%1 5,649 ( 10SI 5.175 ( 8%1 1.178 ( 2%) 4.390 ( 6%) t.576 1 ( 6%) 

CircuIt Court •.•.•••••••••.•••••••••.••.••••••••. 1.320 ( 6Jl -) .369 ( -6%1 882 ( 4%) 2.988 ( 14%1 3.663 ( )5%)" 4.153 ( 14%) 218 ( <1%) 2.835 ( 9S1 2.844 ( 8S) 
Chancery Court lind Probate Court .................................. 18 ( <IS) 2.527 ( 9%1 3.608 ( 12Jl 1.173 ( JSI 2.067 (6S11

1 
1.025 ( 3S1 1.083 ( 3S) 1,796 [ 5S' 1.355 ( 3S1 

Court of ColflnOn Pleas' ............................ 73 ( 42%'1 -5 ( -2S) 7 ( 3S1 o ( OS) 119 ( 48S1 :\ -3 «-U) -123 (-34S1 91( 4S) 1271 ( 51S) 

~llfornl .... -STATE TOTAL ............................ 1.166.859 ( Ion 416.740 ( 3S1 -60.020 «-lSI -19.426 «-lSI 647.174 ( 5%1 'I 1,265.100 ( 9%1 659,815 ( 4JI 599,237 ( 4~) 780.350 ( 5$1 
Superior Court .......................................... ~ ........ 13.532 ( 3S1 20,325 ( 4%) -5.232 ( -UI 10.307 ( 2S1 29.685 (6si./1 40.222 ( 7S) 64.652 ( 11%1 46,758 ( 7$1 12.779 ( ~S) 

Justice Court ............................................ -23.747 ( -2S1 8,784 <1%) 61.175 ( 5~1 -96.723 ( -7S1 -20.468 ( -2% './ 124.179 ( 1 U) -234,425 H8%1 -245.925 (-23%) -133.035 (-16%1 
MunlclplIl Court .................................... 1,196.974 ( 12S1 387.631 ( 3%1 -115.963 ( -lSI 66.990 ( <1%1 637.957 ( 6S1 1.100.699 ( 9%1 829.588 ( 6S1 798.404 ( 6S1 900.606 ( 6S1 

Colorlldo--STATE TOTAL ............................... 12,134'P( 11%) 22,17" ( 10S1 28.014 1( 12%1 44 .349( ( 16%) },4dOI ( lSI 16.363( 5S1 1i.724(( 3%) 
DIstrict Court ~nd Denvor SuperIor. Juvenile. Yi 

,end Probll"h;t Courts , ................................. 3.320 ( 4~1 13.590 ( 17S1 2a,463 ( 24S1 2.614 ( 2S) 2, 759( ( 2S) 1501( <1$1 
W.ter court l ................................... , .. 1.1691 1135%1 12,029 1(59IS) -10.776

' 
(-77S) -1,5201(-46$1 -159 1 ( -9%1 32'( 2%) 421 ( 3%1 726 1( 43S1 

County Court I .................................... 10,965 1 ( 10S1 13,8821 <' 12S1 29.627 1 ( 23S1 15.94~11 10SI 22.0451( 13S1 7941( <UI 13.562( ( 7S1 ;;0.8481( 5S\ 
Del.".re-STATE TOTAL .............................. 4.394 1 ( 5%1 4.971

' 
( 5%1 9,724 i ( t~S) -3.258

' 
( -3%1 3.344

' 
( 3%) 26.536( ( 24%1 3.543

' 
( 3S1 14,33S I ( 10SI -707 1 «-IS> 

SuperIor Courtl .................................... 5561 ( 10%1 372( 6S1 2,0791 ( 32%) -360 1( -4%1 257( ( 3S1 2,7141C 32%1 -2.5921 (-2~S) -1.084 1 (-I3Jl -959 I H3%, 
Court of Ch8ncery I ................................... 62 1 ( 22S) 41 1%1 " ( <11) ·:.-16 1( -5S) 1131 ( 33S) -66

'
(-'5%1 221 ( 6S) -.10 1 (-10%1 321 ( 9J) 

Court of Conroon Plotlls •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 471 l1S1 405 8S) -2 «-IS) 1.176 ( 22%1 343 ( 5%1 1.596 ( 24%1 741 ( 9S1 621 I 7%1 -154
' 
( -2S1 

Ftlimlly Court ....................................... 292 ( 2%1 1.685 l1S1 -3.875 (-22S1 507 ( 4%1 2.819 ( 20S1 {I' 4.093 ( 24%1 751 ( 4S1 2.556 ( 12Jl 1.020 ( .4S1 
Justice of the Pecce Court ........................ 3.013 ( 5%1 2.505 4%1 11.521 ( P%) -4.565 <' -6S) -186 «-lSI 18.199 ( 24S1 4.621 ( 5%) 12.285 ( 12%) -646 ( -U) 

DIstrIct of OJlu:nbJ8--Superlor COurt l ............... 6.036 1 ( 2%) 12.146'( 5S1 12.081 1 ( 4%1 6.317 1( 2%1 -1.825
'
«-UI -55,89( I <-19%1 

ld.!!ho--Dlstrlct Court 8nd MtlIglstrtlltes Olvlslon l .... 46.5'8
'
( 36S1 56.6461 ( 32S1 9.5231 ( 4S) 8.7931( 4%; '2,209

' 
( 5%1 13,251. ( ( 5%1 22,6561 ( 8JI 

KtlInstlls--Dlstrlct Court l •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.421 ( lUI I.IOSI ( 3S1 2.158 ( ,6,~1 -36? ( -1$: 2.587 ( 7S1 2.504 ( 6S1 3.028 ( m (.1 224.668 1 (121S1 
~.ryl.nd--STATE TOTAL .............................. 5.334 Ip( 6S1 5,470(P( '6S1 34.4921 ( 4S1 109,1601 ( 12S) 106.421 1 ( lOS) 162,3271 ( 14%' 4.015 1( <1%1 26,291 1 ( 2%1 

CircuIt Court' .................................. 5.334 1 6S1 5,4701 6%1 -5.3171( -5S) -.1101 «-U) 5.95" ( 6%1 9.449' ( 9S) '0.791 1 ( 10%) 12.146
'
( 10$1 -1011 «-lSI 

District COUrtd .................................. 34.902d( 4S) 103,209d( 13%1 96,972d( IIS1 151,536d( 15S1 -8.p!d«-IS) 26;392d( 2S1 
Mlchlgan--Clrcult Court'· .................. • ........ 7.084 7S1 6.504 6S1 8,082 ( 7$) 11.588 ( 10Jl 7,418 ( 6S1 14 •. 515 ( IISI -70 «-IS) 3,255 ( 2S1 42,338 1 ( 27% I 
Missourl--Circult Court 8nd Court of Corrmon Plo!ls •• -2.920.( -3~) 5.948 ( 6S1 10.732 ( IISI -1.342 ( -1$1 -2.487 ( -2%) 10.165 ( lOS) 
NOIf t'tlIlfllsh Ire Superior Court •• '.; ••••••••••••••••••• 1.344 ( 9%) 409 3%1 1.932 ( 12%1 1,516 8%1 2.057 ( 10%1 1.745 ( 8U 470 ( 2$1 548 ( 2S) 1.878 8%1 
New Jersey--STATE TOTAL •••••••••• ' •••••••••••••• 0 ••• 15,979 ( IIS1 9,106 6%) 18.389 ( lUI 8,614 ( 5S) '4'.IT2 ( 7%1 21.650 ( 10SI 14,638 ( 6S)' 6,211 ( 3%) 1,~,135 7%1 

Superior Court 8nd County COuif •••••••••••• , ••••• 3,948 ( 6S1 6.206 9S1 7.789 ( 10$) 2.625 ( 3S) -2.262 ( -3S1 9.797 ( 12S) 1.826 ( 2S1 852 ( <IS) 4.012 ( 4%) 

JuvenIle 8nd Domestic Reltlltlons coort .•...•...••. 12.031 ( 16%1 2.900 3%) 10,600 ( 12S) 5,969 ( 6'1 16.434 ( 16%1 11.853 ( 10SI 12.812 ( 10S1 5.359 ( 4$1 14,123 ( 9S' 
North C.roll n.-STATE TOTAL ........................ 52.575 1 ( 4%1 99.2801 ( 8%) 54.951

' 
( 4%1 -71.6591 ( -5S) 55.539' ( 4S1 116.JJ7'( 6S1 

& Superior Court1 ....................................... 2,3071( 5%1 5.B44'( 11%) 7,731 1 ( 14S1 -1.103' ( -2S) -1,656 1( -3S1 3.154 1 ( 5S1 
DistrIct Court' .................................. 50.2681 ( 4S1 93.436' ( 8S1 47,220 1( 4S1 -70.5561 ( -5S1 57 195 1 ( 5S) '1I3.1831( 9JI , Ok I ,ehoma--o I str I ct Court I ............................. 46.141 ( 17'1 3.061 IS) 15.367 ( 5S) -11.202 ( -3S) -12 (':-IJI 44.203 ( 13%' 29.313 ( 8%)" 23.739 ( 6%1 30.642 [ 7%) 

l Oregon"'-STATE TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 20.069( 8%1 145,505 1 ( 56S) 22,764 1( 6'1' 71,448 1( 17%1 12.2261( 2%1 97,3841 ( 19%) -5,393( «-IS) 63.4901 ( 10%1 

I CircuIt Court' •••••..•••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,124 1 t-12S1 2,065 1 ( 5S1 1,7501 ( 4%1 403'( 8S) 6.044
' 
( 13S) 4.065 1( 8S1 1.837' ( 3S1 -1.229' ( -2S) 8,762' ( 16S) 

Tax Court .......................................... 12 ( 6S1 -13 ( -6%) -14 ( -7S) 48 [ 27%) -75 (-34%) 84 ( 57%) -51 (-22%1 -33 1-18S1 -10 ( -7S1 
Olstrlct COurt

' 
.................................. 18.037 ( 9S1 143.769 ( 65S1 19.313 ( 5J1 65.479 ( 17%1 8,077 ( 2%) 95.598 ( 2UI -4.131 «-lSI 54.738 1( 10SI 

PennsylvtlInla--Court of Conrron Plotlls •••••••••••••••• 2.627 ( lSI 10.044 ( 8%' 27.398 ( lOS) 1,429 ( <lSI -3,308 ( -lSI 7.155 ( 2S) 
R~odo Isl.nd-STATE TOTAL .......................... 8.481 ( lUI 7,560 { 9S1 ~~.e% ( ""5::.1 ... 1'9.0i6 t-2:1~) :;07 i <1%1 2.529 ( 4%) 

Superror C'ourt ••• & ................................ 144 ( 2S1 -156 ( -2S' 1,115 ( 12,) -197 ( -2S1 -516 ( -5S1 482 5~) ., District Court ........................................ 8.'337 ( 13S1 7.736 ( lOS) -6.011 ( -7S) -18.819 (-25%) 823 ( 1%1 2.047 ( 3S1 
Tennessee--STATE rOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,345 ( 8%) -2.402 ( -3S1 -723 «-U) 7.372 ( 9%1 12,138 ( 14%1 6,487 ( 8S) 2.942 ( :lSI 5,409 ( 5%) -604 ( -UI 

" CIrcuit Court end CrIJl" .. nal Court .................. 3,868 ( 6%1 -2,957 ( -5%1 -2.562 ( -.1S1 3.558 ( 6S1 8.391 ( 14'1 6.100 ( 9J) 908 ( m 4,369 ( 6$) -450 ( -IS' 
L." .nd EquIty Court.~: .......................... -36 ( -1%1 108 ( 4') 664 ( 21S1 796 ( 21S1 592 ( 13%) -940 1-18%) 605 ( 14S1 -381 ( -8%) -598 (-I3S) 

'~1' Chancery COUrt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• & •••••• 2.513 ( 16S1 447 ( 2'1 1.175 ( 6%1 3,018 ( 16S1 3,755 ( 17,1 3.327 ( 13S1 1,429 ( 5$1 1,421 ( 5S' 244 ( IS) 
ut.h--D I str I ct Court ............................... 1.786 ( 9JI 1.617 ( 7%1 -71 «-1,1 1.761 ( 6%) 1.624 ( m 
Vlrglnl .... -ClrcuIT Court ............................ 5,766 8$1 3,'/54 5$) 2.427 ( 3S) 3,170 ( m 9.496 ( 11%) 6.333 ( 6%1 2.237 ( 2$) 10,'" ( 10$) 7.707 ( 7%1 
Woshlngton -STATE TOTAL ............................ 45.995 6S) 46,()e)4 ( 5" -26.885 ( -3%) 76,300 ( 9S1 39,821 ( 4$' 42.118 ( 4') 89,076 ( 8S1 51.706 ( 5%1 

Superior Court ...................................... :1.817 4%) 3,742 4S) 3,04~ ( 3%) 4,722 ( 5S) 11,342 ( 11%) 5,163 ( 5S) 5,171 ( 4$1 6,154 ( 6S, 7.665 ( 6$) 
Munlclpel and PollO'J COUi"t' •••••••••••••••••••••• 23,264.l 6%1 14,07lJ ( 3S1 -33,O..,J ( -7%1 -6,071J ( -2S1 "I5,37sJ ( -4U 3O,274J ( S%I 45.8IoJ( lIS) 5.25GJ ( IS) 
District Court 8nd Justlce$ of 111& P08cal •••••••• 18.9691 6%1 28.9291( 9S) 1.4061 ( <IS) 73;0291( 2°E) 50.0361 ( 1IS1 6.6731( 1%1 37.1141( 7S) 38.7821( 7%) 

Q 

a 

1969 to 1978 

32,354 ( 65S1 
17.534 ( e3S) 
14,616 ( 52S1 

204 ,118S1 
5,475,729 ( 46S1 

233.028 ( 47S1 
-560.185 (-45%) 

5.802.686 ( 58S) 

62,865 ( 70S) 

983 ( 17S1 
112 ( 39S1 

5,197 (118%1 
9.848 ( 63S1 

45, 7~5 ( 73S1 

(.1 

42.991 ( ( 48S1 

100.814 (103%1 

!I,899 ( 81~1 
126.894 ( 90S1 
34;793 ( ~2S1 
92,101 (125S) 

181.252 ( 66S1 

30.821' ( 92%1 
-52 (-27%1 

39.364 ( 50S1 
21,225 ( 36'1 

810 ( 26S) 
17.329 1113,1 

51,444 ( 70S1 

50,820 ( 60S1 
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Civil cases 

C.llfornl.--STATE TOTAL .......................... .. 18,576 ( 3') -24,181 ( -3~) 11,551 ( 2~) 61.151 ( 9%) 59.214 ( 8~) 92,957 ( 1111 -4.194 «-I') 5.586 ( <U) 64 .355 m 291,009 ( 42%) 

Super' 01'" Court t .................................................................. .. 1,033 ( 8~) 8.587 ( 9~) 6,442 ( 6~) 9.503 ( 9~) 11 ,690 ( 15~) 18,177 ( 14%) 11,120 ( 1%) 90 ( <I~) 1.242 4%) 86.484 ( 98%) 
JUSTice COurt .... o ........ _0 ......................... 0 ...... .. -4,922 ( -1%) -8,025 (-12,) 1,033 ( 2%) 5.103 ( 8%) 2,188 ( 3') 1.194 ( 3%) -11.103 (-16%) -8.i03 H411 -4.193 ( -a, I. -26.328 (-31%) 

16,465 ( 3,1 -24.749 ( -4,1 10,016 ( 2%1 52.545 ( 10') 39.336 7%1 12.386 ( II~I -4.211 «-1~) 13.699 ( 2%) 6) .306 ( 6') 236.B53 ( 43~) 
1631p( 5') -5.496 ( -1~) 10.015 13') 19.411 ( 22'1 B.203 ( Bll B.150 ( 1U 4~521 ( 4%) 

Munlclp.1 Court ....... , ........................ .. 
Color.do--STATE TOTAL ............................. . 

District Court. end Der:ver Super10f end Probote 
COurtsl,J .................................... 0 ................... . 3.460 ( 6~) B,094 ( 14%1 14.545 ( 22') I.B09 ( 2~) 1,404 1 ( 2%) 1B5 1 ( 

.' 
1,) 

Water Court' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 1.16911135S1 12.0291 (591'1 -10.1761 (-17%1 -1.5201 (-46%) -1591( -9%1 321 ( m 421 ( 3%) 1261 ( 43%) 
'.-406 1 ( -3') 2B6 1 ( 211 I.B20 11, 13S) 3.441 1 ( 22%) 5.025 1 ( 26%) 6.3621 ( 26%) 6.B06 1 ( 22%) 3.014 1 ( 8') 

3,262 1 ( 13') -2,4401 ( -B%) 1,294 1( 5') 236 1( <I~I 2.612 1( 10%) IB.125 1(' 59') 7,6B1 1( 16%) 5411( 1%) B421 ( 1l! 32.319 1(125%) 
County CourtJ .... ~ e ..................... e ......... ;'. e ..................... .. 

Connectlcut--STATE 'iCTAL ....................................... 0 .. 

I.B34 1( 10%) -I. \1BI ( -6~) 1.601 1 ( 911 451 1 ( 2%) 2.B91 1 ( lU) I ,B331 ( B%) 1901 ( 311 957 11 4%) 1.116 1 ( 4~) 10.361 1 ( 59%) 
1 ,42BI ( 17%) -1.2621 (-13%) -3011 ( -4~) -nll( -3') -2191( -3~) 16.292 1 (214%) 6.8911 k~9%1 -316 1( -1~) -3341 ( -U) 21.958 1 (268%) 

3231 ( 6~) -151 ( -UI 3961 ( 7') r.43BI ( 22') 91 1 ( I') 2.661 1 ( J),I -2.029 f H9U -1.317 1 (-1611 -4B61 ( -1%) 94B ( 16,) 

Superior court' •••••• · ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of CoIm'on P'e.!ls ....... oo.oo ................... . 

De'awZlre--STATE TOTAL .............................. .. 
Superior courtl ....................................... . 201( <1'1' -24 1«-UI 557 1 ( 14$) 618 1( 13'1 1131 ( 2') I.B04 1 ( 34S) -2.291 1(-32') -1.395 1 (-29%1 -155 1( -4') -153 (-18') 

62 1 ( 22'1 41 ( 1'1 1 I ( <1,) "-161( -5%) 1131 ( 33%) -66 I H5%) 221 ( 6%) -401 (-10') 321 ( 9') 112 ( 39') 
241 ( 11') -55 ( -3%) -162 HO,) 836 ( 56S) -135 ( -6'1 929 (.43') 240 ( B') 58 ( 2'1 -3631 (-11,) 1.5B9 1109S1 c" 

Court of Ch.!lnceryf .................... ~ .......... .. 
Court of CoImIon Plo.!ls .................................. . 

District of Columblc--Superlor Courtl ................ . -544 1 «-I %1 -4.6621( -311 I.B50 1( 1%) -5.113 1( -3') -5.923 1 ( -4%) -54.B261(-2U) 

2.142 11%) I.OB9 ( 4~) I.B23 ( 6,) -161 ( -IS) 2.003 ( 1\6S) 1.821 ( 5S) 2.499 ( 7S1 (.) 34.011 ( 59S) (.) 

3,283P( 1S1 4,3I8P( BS) 20.B36 ( B') 46,B24 ( 16S1 11.27B ( 3S1 3B.439 ( 11 S) 42.392 ( 11%) 35.546 ( B%) 
K.!Inscs--Dlstrlc1' Court" ............................. . 

MIIry I and-STATE TOTAL ............................. . 
Circuit Court .................................... . 3.2B3 ( 1%) 4.31B BS) -7.394 H3%) 2,010 ( 4~) 1,315 ( 2%) 3.414 ( 6%) 4.B2B ( B') 3.86B 6%) B.694 ( 13%) 24.336 4B%) 
DIstrIct Court ................................. .. lB.B26 ( 8S) 45.509 ( 19S) 7,B64 ( 3S) 33.611 ( liS) 38.524 12S) 26.924 ( m 

4,B3.1 ( .6%) 4.223 5U 9.426 lOS) IO.64~ ( 11 %) 5,729 ( 5%) 10.0B3 ( 9%) ~, -305 «-U) 3,509 ( 3~) (I)H2%) 32.747 ( 40%) 

-2.659 ( -4%) 3.332 ( 5S) 7.nJ ( 12S) 
\) 

160 ( <IS) -2.342 ( -3S) 1.446 ( lOS! 
60B ( 5S) )27 ( IS) B6B 7S) 1.32B ( lOS) 1.765 ( 12S) 569 ( 3%) 360 ( 2S) -13 «-U) 1.734 ( lOS) 7.345 ( 6U) 

f~lchtgcn--Clrcult COurtl •••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• 
Mtssourt--Clrcult Court and Court flf CoIm"on Pte.!ls .. 
New '~ampshlr"'''-Superlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
N ... Iersey--STATE TOTAL ........................... . 40,114 ( 16S) 22.790 ( BS) 10,550 ( 3%) 19,419 ( 6%) 15,407 ( 4S) 2B,I3B ( BS) 25.607 ( 6S1 20.234 ( 5S1 24.7BO ( 6S) 207.039 ( BOS) 

Superior Court end' County Court ................... . 1.370 ( 3~1 1,110 ( 2S1 3.520 ( 7%) 5.936 ( 11~) ,:::o-i ,465 ( -3~) 6.330 ( IISI 1.646 ( 3%1 3.494 ( 5S) 5.966 ( 9$1 27.907 ( 60S) 
County Olstrlct Court ........................... . 34,al7 ( 1911 22,057 ( 10'1 1,665 ( <lSI 12.530 ( 5S1 B.921 ( 4') 20.217 ( B,I 12.976 ( 5S1 9.590 ( 3') 14.82B ( 5%) 131.211 ( 76S) 
Juvenile .!lind Dorrestlc ReJatlons Court ........... . 3.921 ( 12') -377 ( -1%) 5,365 ( 15S1 953 ( 2S1 7.951 ( 19') 1.531 ( 3%) 10.9B5 ( 22') 7.600 ( 12U 3,9B6 ( 6S) 41.921 1133S) 

North Caro II n.--STATE TOTAL ...................... .. 22.8701 ( 15S) 34,031 1 ( 19%) 16.45BI ( B~) 5.n71( 2S) 19,472 1( B~) 20,605 ( 8%) 
SuperIor Court' ................................... . 241 I ( 3%) 1.575 1( 19U a54 1 ( a~) -145 1 ( -lSI -313 1 ( -3%1 1.1401 ( "'1 
DIstrIct Court .................................. . " 22.629 ( 15%) 32.456 ( 19%) 15.604 8~) 5.3B2 ( 2~) 19.845 ( .9~) 19.465 ( 8%) 

Oklaholn.!l--Dlstrlct CourtJ ••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 17 ,475 ( IB%) 5.503 ( 5%) 9.297 ( B~) 12.555 ( 10%) 13,59B ( 10~) 9,822 6~) 2.670 ( 2%) 12}~7B ( 7S) 7.B49 ( 4%) 91.247 ( 93%1 
12 ( 6%1 -13 ( -6') -14 ( -7%) 4B ( 27') "-75 (-34%) 84 57'1 -51 (-22') '~33 HB~) -10 ( -7'1 -52 (-27%1 

597 ( 2') .-;479 ( 17%) 2.11B ( m -4.309 1-13S) -538 ( -~S) 70B ( 2S) 
Oregon--T.!Ix Court ................................... . 
Rhode Is land--Dts.trlct Court ....................... . 
Tennessee--STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••• :-.••••••••••••• 4.856 ( BS) -3,,394 ( -ss) 1,055 ( 2S) 5,523 ( 9%) 8, lOB ( )2$) 5,60B ( B%) 2,795 ( 3$) 3.145 ( 4S) -43B «-IS) 21,258 ( 46S) 

CIrcuIt Court ................................... . 2.379 ( 6$) -3.949 ( -9S) -7B4 ( -2S) 1.109 ( 5S1 3.761 ( 9S) 3.221 ( 7S) 761 ( 2%) 2,105 ( 4Sl -B4 «-IS) 9,119'( 23S) 
L ... nd Equity Court ........................... .. -36 ( -IS) ,(tOB ( 4S) 664 ( 21,) 796 ( 21S) 592 ( 13S) -940 I-IBsi 605 ( 14') -381 ( -B,) -59B H3S) BIO ( 26%) 
Chll.ncery Court ................... oo ................ . 2.513 ( 16S) \\447 ( 3S1 1.175 ( 6S) 3.01B ( 16S) 3.755 ( 17.U 3.327 ( I3Sl 1,429 ( 5$) 1,421 ( 5S) 244 ( <IS) 17.3~9 ("3~) 

I.: 1.60B ( 9$) 1.3B7 ( 7~) -496 ( -2$) 1,477 ( 6$) 1.532 ( 6~) ut.h--{)Istrlct Court ................. :.;..,:. .. :.; • .;. • .:. .. :.; • .;. • .:. .. :.: • .:.. _________ ="-_____ ==-=-=:....._.,!.!;= . .:..-":.:... _____________ ...,.. __ =~..::::.:...-,,....:=:.:...:...=:.... __ ==__'_=:..... ______ _ 

Crlmlm:1l casos 

Coil fornl'--STATE TOTAL ........................... . 
Superior Court' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Jl;lstlce Court .................................... . 
Municipal Court ..................................... . 

Colorodo--STATE TOTAL ............................. . 

DistrIct Court lind Denver SuperIor Court ........... ... 
County Courtl .................................. .. 

llel ... re--STATE TOTAL ............................. . 
Superior Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of CoIltnOO Plees ••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••• 
Munlclp.1 Court of WilmIngton .................. .. 

DistrIct of Columbl.-Superlor CourtJ ............ .. 
KlinslIs--Dlstrlct Court ............................... . 
M.ry land-STATE TOTAL ............................ .. 

CIrcuIt COurtl ................................. .. 

60.414 9S) 
3,265 ( 5S) 

2,376 ( 3S) 
54. B25 ( 10%) 

-173 ( -IS) 
,,6 ( 34S) 
230 ( BS) 

-939 1-13') 

619 ( 15S) 
1.694P( 7S1 
1,694 ( 7S) 

-190 «-I~) 
4.964 ( 7U 

-1.205 ( -lSI 
-3.949 «-IS) 

1l.371 lp( 12S) 

II ,371 1 ( Irso 
1.0B3 ( 9%) 

396 ( 19%) 
460 15S) 
227 ( 4~) 

19 ( <I~I 

-2. 666P 1-1 1%) 
-2,666' HIS) 

-1.501 «-I~) 4.467 «-IS) -84' «-IS) 
-10.699 1-14S) -3,aai ( -6S) -6,970 (-liS) 

3.364 ( 4S) 3.460 ( 4S) 562 ( IS) 
6.034 (-1~) -4.045 «-IS) 6,324 ( IS) 

27.125 1 ( 21%) 13.963 1( 9$) 

-6B2 ( -7S) 1.460 ( 15%1 
13,5961 (o' 13~) 27.B07 1( 24~) 12,5031 ( 9S) 

2.72B ( 21S) '\21 ( <IS) -2B «-IS) 
1.522 ( 6U) -969 (-24~) 135 ( 4%) 
,#160 ( 4%) 340 ( 9$) 47B ( 12S) 

1.046 ( 16S) 750 ( 10$) -641 ( -BS) 
2, 14BI ( lOS) 

335 6$) -201 ( -4%) 5B4 ( liS) 
-3.567 ( -3%) 12.673 ( lOS) 

-1.762 ( -BS) 535 ( 3$) 3.522 ( 17%) 

32.857 l 4Sl 513 ( <IS) 29.377 ( 4~) -12.885 ( -2') 104.03~. ( 15S) 
1.000 ( 2$1 -729 ( -IS) -253 «-I~) 716 ( 1$) -12. 790 '~-19~) 

-736 «-IS) -13.481 H4~) -II ,B90 H 4$) -B,473 H2S) -26.073 (-29S) 
32.593 ( 6S) 14.723 ( 2S> 41,520 ( 7S) -5.126 «-lSI 142.B97 ( 27$) 
20,454 1( 12S) -5,B031 ( -3S) B. 1121 ( 4S) 7.1691( 4S) 

3.434 ( 31S) -235 ( -2S) 1.356 ( 9$) -665 ( -~S) 
17 .0201 ( II~) -5.5681 ( -3S) 6.7561 ( 4S) 7.B34 1 ( 4~) 

2.527 ( 16S) 169 ( <IS) 1.660 ( 9%) -1.242 ( -6S) 6.B45 ( 5BS) 
910 ( 29~) -3C,1 ( -7~) 31t. ( B%) -804 (-20%) 1.136 (illS) 
667 ( 15%) 501 ( lOS) 563 ( 10~1 209 ( 3%) 3,608 (123~) 
950 ( 12S) -31 «-IS) 786 ( 9~) -647 ( -7%) -1,501 (-20S) 

1.5731 ( 5S) -1,5391 ( -5%) 2.024 1 ( 7Sl -1.1601 ( -4S) 
6B3 ( 111' 529 ( BS) (0) 5,376 ( 27$) (0) 

24.B27 ( 17$) 19.335 ( 12%) 12.6B ( 7S1 (I~ 

5.003 ( 20S) 4.13B ( 14S) 9,427 ( 2BSI -7.4421 H7S) 
-4.102d( -4%) 9.15I d( BS) 19.B24d( 17%) 15,197d( I IS) 3.206d( 2S) (I) DIstrIct Courtd ................................. :.. ______________________ ==..:.....:.::"-_...:.!=c..:.-"= __ ==.:....:..:.:=_-'==..:..="-_...::.=~;..,.= ____ = ________ _ 

(F('!Otnot",s era at the end of llle t.ble.) 
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T.4.BLE 51: Number and percent change in filed cases (total, civil, criminal, and juvenile cases) year to year and for 10-year period for trial courts, 1969-1978. (continued) 
Nuntler and percent change In C8ses filed 

State end court title 

Crfmlnal ceses 

Mfchlgcn--Clrcul't Court ............................ . 
Missourl--circult Court l!:nd Court of ~n Pleas .. 
New Hellrpshlre-Superlor Court •••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Jersey--Superlor Court end County Court ........ . 
North co,"?"n. STATE TOTAL ....................... . 

Superior Court ................................................ . 
DIstrIct COurtj ................................ .. 

Ohlo--Cour-t of Corrrnon Pleas •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1969 to "1970 

2,253 ( 14:1) 

7J6 ( 26%) 
2.578 ( 13%) 

1970 to 1971 

2.281 13%) 

282 8%) 
5.096 ( 22%) 

1971 to 1972 

-1.344 ( -7%) 

1.064 ( 30%) 
4.269 ( 15%) 

1972 to 1973 

943 ( 5%) 
7877 ( -6%) 

188 ( 4%) 
-3.311 (-10%) 
29.705j( 3%) 

2.066 ( 5%) 
27 • 639j ( 3%) 

966 ( 4%) 

1973 to 1974 

1.689 ( 8%) 
1.892 ! 13%) 

292 ( 6%) 
-797 ( -3%) 

65.249j ( 6%) 
4.269 ( 10%) 

6O.980j( 6%) 

·3.661 ( 15%) 

1974 to 1975 

4.532 ( 21S) 
1.419 ( 9%) 
1.176 (23%) 
3,467 ( 12%) 

38.393j ( 3%) 

6.877 ( 15%) 
31.516j( 3%) 

2.772 ( 10%) 

1975 to 1976 1976-1977 1977-1978 1969 to 1978 

235 ( <1%) -254 «-1%)' (I) 1.907 ( 12%) 
320 ( 2%) 50 ( <1%) 890 5%) 
110 ( 2%) 561 ( 9%) 144 ( 2%) 4,553 C176%) 
180 ( <1%) -2.642 ( -8l) -1.954 ( -7%) 6.886 ( 34%1 

-76. 796j ( -7%) :l<1,067j ( 3%) 95.732j ( 8S> 
-958 ( -2%) -1.283 ( -2%) 'Z,Oi4 ( 4%) 

-75.838j( -7%) 37 .350j ( 4%) 93.718j( 9%) 
-1.027 ( -3%) 308 ( 1%) 740 ( 2%) 

Okl.homo--Olstrlct <:ourtl ......................... . 28.666 ( 16%) -2.442 ( -1%) 6.070 ( 3%) -23.757 1-11%) -13.610 ( -7%) 
4.969 ( 8%) 
3.257 ( 9%) 
~.630 ( 2U) 

34.381 ( 20U 26.643 ( 13%) 11.261 ( 5%l 22.793 ( 9%) 90.005 ( 51%) 

PennsylvlInle--cOurt of Conmon,f1eas •••••••••••••••• 
Rhode Isl.nd--olstrlct Court ...................... . 
Tennessee-Clrcult Court end Criminal Court •••••••• 
Ut.h-olstrlct CoIlrt .............................. . 

Juvenile Cases 

Colorado--Dlstrlct Court and Denver Juvenllo Court] 
Dlstr.ct of Columbla--Superlor Court .•••.••••••••.• 
Moryl.nd--STATE TOTAL ..... , ....................... . 

CIrcuIT Court ..... ,. ............................ . 
DIstrIct Court .................................. . 

M'ssourl--clrcult Court and Court of Conmon Pleas •• 
New Harrpshlr&--D'strlct Court and Municipal Court •• 
New Jersay-J!Jvenl Je .and ()om;lstlc Relations Court •• 
Pennsylvenle--Court of Cotmrln P'eas.~ •••••••••••••• 

1.489 ( as) 

449 ( 3%) 
357 ( 2%) 

92 ( 6%) 

60( 2%) 
8.104 ( 19%) 

992 ( 5%, 

3.581 ( 20%) 
c3.818 ( 23%i 

-237 (-14%) 

171 ( 6%) 
3.277 ( m 

-1.778 ( -8%) 
178 ( 9%) 

3.582 ( 16%) 
3.839 ( 19%) 
-257 1-17~) 

-29' ( -1%) 

5.235 ( 10%) 

-5.152 ( -8%) 
7.740 ( 19%) 
1.849 ( 9%) 

230 ( 11%) 

542) ( 4%) 
182

' 
( 2%) 

-2.627 1-10%) 
-2.955 (-12%) 

328 ( 27%) 
652 ( .1%) 
697 ( 24%) 

5.036 ( 9%) 
2.324 ( 9%) 

4.036)( jO%) 
-75 1 ( -1%) 

1.656 ( 7%) 
1,114 ( 5%) 

542 ( 35%) 
724 ( 4%) 

8.483 ( 13%) 

8.026 ( 30%) 

11,094 ( 17%) -1.839 ( -2%) -3,244 ( -4~) -496 «-Ill 
-8.129 1-16%) -14.510 (-34%) 1.361 ( 5%) 1.339 t 4%) 

2.879 ( 11%) 147 ( <U) 45) (\~%) -) .914 ( -6%) 8. 747 ( 45£) 
425 ( 16%) 284 ( 9%) 92 ( 3%1 

4.484J( 26%) 1.040l( 5%) -6,760l (-30%) JOl( <1%) 
-16

'
«-)%) -365

' 
( -5%) -1.102

' 
(-15%) 95 1 ( 2%) 

803 ( 3%) 3,043 ( 12%) -1.772 ( -6%) -2.136 ( -8%) 6.579 ( 37%) 
1.032 ( 5%) 1.825 ( 8%) -1.594 ( -6%) -1.331 ( -6%) 6.105 i 38%) 

-229 HU) 1.218 ( 66%) -178 ( -6S1 -805 (-28%) 474 ( 29%) 
1.590 ( 9%) -1.822 HO%) -195 ( -1%) 1.829 ( 11%) 

10.322 ( 14%) 1.827 ( 2%) -2.241 ( -3%) 10.137 12%) 50.180 (1)9%) 

4.762 ( 14%1 -2.798 ( -7%) -1.470 ( -4%) 1.751 5%) 

Note: All evetleble data are Included In the teble. Blank spaces Indl~te -that data were not ovalleble. The courts listed In this t03ble represent those courts vhlch reported five or nore Veers of cases flied date as of the 1977 
Annue I Report. 

-- • Not appllc.ble. 

"Court ju':hdlctlon: 
kansas--DJstrlct Courf-o-Trlal courts In Kens," were unified during the 1977 court year. Cases 

prev'nusty filed In all trial courts except tha Mun.lclpal Court are now fIled In 111e 
District Court. Since the JurlsldlctJon of thIs court chenged so drelMtlcel'y as a result of 
the unification, no conparlsons betwoon the caseloed befC1f'"8 end after the change are made. 

dcose definItIon or unIt of count: 
Maryland-Dlstrlct'Court-The criminal unit of count used In thts table Is the number of cher:-ges. 

Elsewhere In thls .. voluoeJ It Is the nurrt)er of defendants on -the Information, fndlc.."tmImt, or cotrplalnt. 
lOot. ore not COlI!> lete: 

Arlzona--Data given for the 1978 court year do not Includlt Juven' Ie date from Merlcopa or YUIM 
counties. Oata gJven for '1977 court year 00 nat Include JuvenIle dependency data .for one 
county or Juvenile traffIc data for t.o counties. . 

Arkanses--court of ConInon Pleas-Flgures given fOf"' the 1978 court yeor 00 not Include datn for ~ ~~". 
Chloot oounty. Flgu ..... glven for- the 1977 oourt yeo.- do not Include dot. for two countIes. 

eel.fernle-Superlor Court-Ct978 only)-Dete for clvl i cases Include torts end ather !=Ivll " 
c:otrplalnts. Data for a-hllinal caSes Include felonIes only. ~"t 

Coloredo-County Cou~lvll. Criminal, and total figures given do not InclUde dote "1'~ the court . 
I~d In Denyer. Cr-Imlnel flgu~ Include trafffc cases from aU court locat'~ 1'·exC'Opt from 
the court located tn Denver. .: 

DIs1rlct,CoiIr-t, and Denver SuperIor and Probate CoUrt.s-Flgures given for'" the 1977 and 1978 court -I 
years do not -'netude adoptIon end paternity aDd support casas. 

WDter Court-Flgures gIven do noT Include pootjudgmont actIons. 
Court of CoIrm:Jn Plees-Clv'l dsta given, ere for cases on the "fmlt'ly docket" and "non-fam'ly' docket" 

only. 
CeI ......... -SUpeI"Ior Cour-t-Oote gl.,," do not Include clyll Involuntary COIII11lilnenT c.ses. 

Court 01 Chancery-Oata given only Include ather civil cases. 
Court of Comon Ph,as-Cl978 only)--other cIYlI miscellaneous ees," ore mfsslng frotn tho <::ourt 

located In New Cost Ie County for sIx """tIls. 
DIstrIct of COlulrblo-Flgu ..... gJven do not InclUde relnst.ted c.ses, .nd the,..,fore dIffer from 

tho .. gl.,," In the cx>urt stotlSTIc..1 profile found In P.rt II of thIs report. Cot. In thIs 
t.ble we,.., Ilbt.'oed from T.ble 9 of the DIstrIct of COlumbl.', 1978 Annu" Report. 

Id.hO--Oot. gl.en do not Include appe.'s. 

konsas--Dlstrlct Court--Ct976 only)--flgures do not Include other estate cases· 
Maryland-w.Clrcult Court--FlglIres for totol cases do nat Include senteoce revIew only cases. Crlm!ne! cases do 

not Include sentence review only cases ~ adult offenses agaInst Juvonlles. 
DIstrict Court ... -COFtparable data are' unavailable for 1978 due to e change In the unit of COI.lnt at The DIstrIct 

Court fevel. ' 
MICUg.n-~lrcult Court--Cl978 only)--No d.t. we,... .y.lI.ble jor J.d\son County. D.t. reported for clyll .nd 

'p':f"lmfnel Cases separately were unavellable for six counties. These counties were only eble 10 report the 
,rend total fl"ng figure. These courts represent thirty-three percent of the totol cases filed. 

Nori j CarolIne-Superior Collrt--Flgu,res given do ~ InclUde clv" estete or special proceedings cases. Those 
j . pses are hondled by The clerks of this court. 
I~ ~1 ~frret Courl--flgures give" for total cases do not Include any Juvenile date. 
J Ok,.,l oma--Dlstrlct COUrt--U976 only)"'-Flgures given for crIminal and total cases do not Include crlmlnlll 

po:stconvletlon remedy coses. 
Or8gon-w.Clrcult Court--flgures gIven for toteJ cases do nat tnclt.lde edoptlon. estate, rrental heelth, Of" Juvenile 

, deta. 

DistrIct Court--Flgures given for totol cases In 1977 and 1978 do not Include dolMstlc rE)latlons. estate. or 
rrental health cases. 

'''ashln~n--015trfct COUrt--0978 only)--Data do not InclUde Mun'clpol Court cases thet were processed by the 
DIstrIct Court. 

JExplanatlon of data Includi::> In the category: 
Colo.-ado--olstrfct Court and Denver Superior Court-Adoption and paternIty end support cases are Included with 

the Juventlo rather than with tho clv" caseloed. where ,~ey arc classified In other tables 1:1 this report. 
DIstrIct of COlumblo-Crlmln.1 figures Include. few tr.fflc IF.ses. 

North Cerollna-o'strtct Court--Both criminal end traffIc ca\s are Included In tho figures reported as 
crIminal In itt's table. \ 

C»r.lahOlM-Olstrlct Court-Deta reported es civil 'nclude clvlJ\\and Juvenile coses_ Oeto reported as a-'mlne~ 
InclUde crImInal tmd trofflc cases. ~ 

Washington MunicIpal Court-Cl978 only)--oato Include' ca$6S proces":s"d by the Olstrl':t Courts that contract with 
the ""nlclp.lltl'" for- th.t purpose. 

POeto were not avellable for all courts In the state. j ._ ., .. ,"' _ ,~_ '" '''' .. ~"''_''~~~~~~=_~'~~_~ __ '_n_9_· _____________ 1 
,', 
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Part 2 
State court statistical profiles 

The following section begins with blank proto
types of the three different types of tables that 
make up the profile of the court system of each 
state. The first prototype is a diagram depicting 
the organization of the courts within a state, in
cluding number of judges and number of courts, 
their jurisdictions and routes of appeal. The 
second and third prototype tables ~rovide the 
reader with an outline of the case categories into 
which actual data from appellate and trial courts 
have been classified. 

Following the blank prototypes are the state 
statistical profiles, which contain the actual 
court case load statistics. State profiles are ar
ranged in alphabetical order by state name with 
the organization chart for the state court system 
presented first, followed by the statistical pro
files for the courds) of last resort, interme
diate appellate court( s) ( if any), general j uris
diction court(s), and limited or special jUrisdic-
tion court(s) (if any). ~' 

The statistical profile for each court is the 
basic source document used in com~iling the sum
mary tables in Part I. Along with the name of the 
court, the level of the court, the number of court 
divisions, the number of judges, and the time span 
covered by the data, each profile shows the actual 

caseload data reported by that court. Data are 
classified into the general categories chosen by 
the NCSP as being most representative of the kinds 
of data reported by the states. For example, a 
divorce action reported by a trial court is dis
played as a "marriage dissolution" case under the 
general heading of "domestic relations" for 
"civil" caseflow. NCSP classifications are shown 
in the prototypes and appear in boldface on the 
statistical profiles. 

Footnotes a're used in these statistical pro
files to explain any peculiarities regarding the 
data as reported by each court and t'o qualify 
data, as necessary, when transferred from the sta
tistical profiles to the summary tables in Part 
1. Standard footnote headings, as indicated on 
the prototypes, have been adopted for use in this 
report and will continue to be used nin the annual 
report series. These standard headings give the 
subject "matter of the footnote. If further expla
nation is needed, informational statements are 
provided on the profiles under the standard foot
note heading. 

In Part II the source of data is indicated at 
the bottom of each state court profile. A com
plete listing of sources is included in Appendix B. 

!.~ 
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STATE COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

COURT OF LAST RESORT 
number of justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original. 
-Exclusive. 
-Kinds of appeals. 
-Discretionary review. 

, 

INTERMEDIA TE 
APPELLA TE COURT 
(Number' of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Original. 
-Excl:."ive. 

, 

COURT OF GENERAL 
JURISDICTION 
(Number of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil. 
-Criminal. 
-Traffic, 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals heard. 

Jury trial/no jury trial 

COURT OF LIMITEDi 
SPECIAL JURISDICTION 
(Numi?,er of courts) 
number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil. 
-Criminal. 
-Traffic. 
-Juvenile:' 

Jury trial/no jury trial. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

,....I--:;:=:':" 
'-'0) 

() 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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STATE IWIE, OOIlRt lIAKE 
Court of last resort or intermediate appellate court 

Humber of court divisions, Humber of judges 
T:lJae period cover<!d 

Cases: "-
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••• 
Criainal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 
Postconviction re:oedy ....................................... . 
Appeal of adairiistrative agency case· .... • .................. . 
J'uven:l.le .................................. ~, .................................................................... .. 

Total appeals ... : ..... '" ..................................... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction ..................................... . 
DiscipUnary aatter ....................................... . 
Advisory opinion .......................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil .................................. " ................. . 
Criaina1 .................................................. . 
Postconvictlon rer.edy, ..................................... . 
Appeal of administrative agency case ...................... . 
Juvenile .................................. ;' ... '" ........ .. 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Sentence review only ................................................................................ .. 

Total other cases .......................................................................................... .. 

Total cases .............................. ! ........................................................................ .. 

Other proceedings: \:. 
Rehearing reques ts ........................................................................................ .. 
Other matters ................................................................................................ ~, .. 

Total other proceedings ........................................ . 

Beginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed 
End 

pending 

Manner of disposition Disposition of cases 

Dismissed/ Appeals 
Memorandum withdrawn/ Trans- POB t Sentence 

Opinion ~ ~ ~ ~~ cODvic- Juve- review 
Appeals: 

Civil ................. . 
Criminal .............. . 
POBtconviction .. 'O ............ .. 

Agency ................ . 
Juvenile ............. .. 

Total ............... :" ... . 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction ., 
DiscipUnary .sUer •••• 
AdvisOlY opinion ••••••• 

Total ...... \.'O'O ...... 'O .......... 'O .. 

Requests to appeal: 
Civil ................. . 
Criainal .............. . 
Postconvi.ction .. 'O'O .... 'O .... 'O 

Agency ................ . 
Juvenile .............. . 

Total .................. . 
Sentence review only ........ 'O 

Total cases .. 'O .. 'O .... 'O'O .. 'O .. 'O .. 'O .. 

Appeals: 
Civil ..................... . 
Criainal ................. .. 
Postconvictlon .. 'O .. 'O'O ... 'O ...... 'O'O 

Agency .................... . 
Juvenile ................. .. 

Total ...................... . 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction •••••• 
Jliscipli,nary IIBtter •••••••• 
Advisory opinion ••••••••••• 

Total ..................... .. 
Sentence review only 

Notice of appeel. 
to ready for 

hearing 
Number 

Opinion: 
E!!!! ~ ~ Agency nile ~ 

Affirmed 
Modified 
Reversed 
R<\versed and 

remanded ....... .. 
Remanded ........ 'O" 

Memorandum 
decision: 

Affirmed 
Modified 
Reversed 
Reversed and 

remanded ......... 
Remanded 

Order: 
Affirmed 
Modified 
Reversed 
Reversed and 

remanded ••••• 
Remanded 

Time intervaln (month~/days) 

Ready for hearing 
to unde17 advisement 

(submitted or oral 
argument coopletP..d) 

Number 

Under advisement 
(submitted or 

oral argument Gom
pleted) to decision 

Number 

~~~ 

Notice of appeal 
to decision 

Number 

() 

Disposition of other cases 

Original p"oceedings: 
Originsl jurisdiction ...................... . 
Disciplinary mateer ....................... .. 
Advisory opinion ........................... . 

Total ............... ~ ....................... . 
ReCfuests to appeal: 

Civil ...................................... . 
Cr.i.inal .. 'O .......... 'O'O .... 'O ........................................... .. 

\\ PostcouvictioD ............................................... .. 
Agency .................................... .. 
Juvenile .................................. .. 

Total ....................................... . 
Total other cases ~,""""."" •• """"""""""""""""""" 

Opinion Memorandum decision 
~Denied 

,~ge of pending cases (days) 

Order 

Not ready for hearing 
Awaiting court Awaiting Awaiting 

reporter t s transcript appellant's brief respondent's brief 

Under advisemen t 
(suhmi tted or oral 

Ready for hearing argument completed) 

Over Over Ove.r Over Over 

Appeals: 

0-60 61-l2~ 120 0-60 61-120 120 0-60 61-120 120 0-90 Ql-1RO lRO 0-90 91-180 lRO 
days ~ days days days ~ days days days days days days days ~ days 

Civi1 .................... .. 
CrJ..inal ................ I ................. .. 

Postconviction ........................ .. 
Agency .................... . 
Juvenile ................. .. 

Total ...................... . 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction •••••• 
Discipl!nary matter •••••••• 
Advisory opinion ••••••••••• 

Total ...................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil ......... ,· .......... .. 
Criminal .................. . 
POB tconviction ...................... .. 
Agency .................... . 
Juvenile .................. . 

Total ...................... . 
Sentence review onl,y .............. .. 

Total cases ................................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A a This case type is handled hy the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type ara known to be included in the tot,al but were not available by catel0ry. 
-- a Not ap,plicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction. 
bparticular court or reporting ~ystem information. 
CJudge informs tion. 
eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting. 
f,Beginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year. 
8Chdnlle in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositio'ns. 
hFigure was computed. 
iData are not complete~ 
jExplanation of data included in the'category. 
kAdditional information. 
lSpecial source or revision in data. 
mlnformation on disposition type' or trial data. 
nlnformation on time interval or age Of pending data. 

() 
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ST.\TE NA!IK. rolJlcr NAME 
Court of general jcrisdiction or court"of limited jurisdiction 

Nuaber of circuits or districts. NUmber of judges 
Time period covered 

Civild : 
Law .............................. ": ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tort: 

Auto tort ......................................................................................... .. 
, 'Professional tort: ........................... 0, ............... . 

Product liability tort ....... 0 ......................... " .... . 

Otber tort ................................................. .. 

C~~~;c~ .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::'::::::: 
Small claims .................................................. . 
Real property rigbts " ........ ~' ............................... .. 
Eqnity ........................................................ . 
Domestic re1atlons: 

. Harriage dissolution ................................................................................ .. 
Support/custody ......................... , ................... . 
Adoption ........... , ........................................ . 
Other da-astic relations .............................. ! ........................................ .. 

Total ............................... " ••.•....... ~ ......•........ 
Estate: 

Probate/vills/intestate ................................ ~ ... .. 
Guardianship/consru:vatorship/trusteesb:l.p •••••••••••••• i •••••• 
Other estate ................................................................................................ .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Uental health ................................................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case ........................ . 
Appeal of tr:1al court: case ............. ; ................... .. 

Total •• , ...................................................... . 
Extraordinaz,' writ ......................................................... .. 
PostconvictioD Te.:!dy ............................................................................ .. 
Other civil ..................... " ............................. . 

Total civil 

Criminald : 

..................................................... 
" 

Felony .......................... ; ............................. . 
l!isdemeanor .................................................................................................... .. 
Feiony/Ilisdellleanor ............................................ . 
Pre1:lm1nary hearing .................................. f" ............................................. .. 

Ordinaoce violation ........................................... . 
Appeal ................................... , ................... .. 
Extraordinary- writ ........................................................................ .. 
Postconvic.tion remedy .............................................................................. .. 
Sentence review only .......................................... • -' ............................... ~ .. 
Other criminal ................................................ . 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
Dili/DUI ....... , ............................................... . 
Other traff:ic violat:ion ....................................... . 
Parlting vi~iation ........................................................................ "I ..... . 

Total traffi~ .... rr ............................................. . 

Juven:l.le: 
Criminal-type offense ..................... , .............. " ... . 
Statu.s offenae .................................................................. \) ... . 
Non-offense oo, ............................. oo ........................................ . 

Otber juvenile ............................................... .. 

Total juven1).e ................................................. . 

Grand total ... "' ...•.......•.....•• " .............................. . 

Beginning 
pending 

Filed 

I 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

h; 
'1,1_' _ 

I 
I', 

I 

[ 

I 

Civild : 
Lav ............................ .. 
Tort: 

Auto tort ...................... . 
Professional tort ............. . 
Product liability tort ••••••••• 
Otber 'tort .................... . 

Total ......................... .. 
Contract ........................ ~ ...... . 
S .... ll claims .................... . 
Real property rights ............ . 
~quity ........ : ................ .. 
DOBestic relstions: 

Marriage dissolut:ion ••••••••••• 
Support/custody .............. .. 
Adoption l' ..................... . 
Other do.estic relations ••••••• 

Total .......................... . 
Estate: 

Probate/vilIs/intestate •••••••• 
Guardianship/consei<VDtorship/ " 

trusteeship ................. . 
Other estate .................. . 

Total .......................... . 
Mental bealtb ................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adainistrative 
agency case ..................... . 

Appeal of trial court case ••••• 
Total .......................... . 

Extraordinazy writ .............. . 
Posteonnction r""edy •••••••••••• 
Othl!r civil ..................... . 

Total civil ...................... . 

Cr:!minald : 
Felony ............................ .. 
Kisdemeanor " •.• G .................... .. 

Felony/lliad_anor ••••••••••••••• 
PreU.inaty bearing' •••••••••••••• 
OrdiMnce violation •••••••••••••• 
Appeal ", •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinazy writ .............. . 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••• 
Sentence review only .............. . 
Other crililinal ................. .. 

Total criminal .... ; .............. . 

Traffic: 
Dili/DUI ......................... . 
Other traffic violation •••••••••• 
Putting violation ............... . 

Total traffic ................... .. 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense •••••••••••• 
Status offense ••... 1 ............... . 

Ron-offense ......................... . 
Other juvenile ................. .. 

To tal juvenile ........... " ...... .. 

Grand total ........................ 
" 

Triald 
(j 

Jury NO~-jury ~ 

(/ 
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Time interval (days) 
Age at disposition: Number of Cases Mean ~ 

Civild: 
Law ............................ .. 
Tort: 

Auto tort ............................ . 
Professional tort .........••.•. 
Product liahility tort ........ . 
Other tort .................... . 

Total .......................... ; 
Contt::BI!I: ................................... . 
SII';'aU claims .................... . 
Real property rights ........... .. 
Equity ....................... " ••• 
Domestic relations: ' 

Marriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Support!<:ustody .............. .. 
Adoption ..................... .. 
Other da.estic relations ••••••• 

Total .......................... . 
Estate: 

Probate/vilIs/intestate •••••••• 
Guardianship/conserw,torship/ •• 

trusteeship ................ .. 
Other estate .................. . 

Total ......................... .. 
Mental:, health .......... ;; ........ . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative 
a gency case ...................... . 

Appeal of trial cour tease u ••• 

Total ..•...........•.... 4. ••••••• 

Extraordinary ..rit ............. .. 
PostconvictioD rBledy .............. .. 
Otber civil ..................... . 

Total civil ...................... . 

Cr:l.minald : 
Felony ......................... .. 
Misdemeanor ............................. . 
Felony/mis~emeanor ••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing •••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation •••••••••••••• 
Appeal .......................... . 
Extraordinary writ ............. .. 
Postconviction remedy •••••••••••• 
Sentence review only .............. . 
Ot:her criminal ................. .. 

Total criminal ................... . 

Traffic: 
Dili/DUI 
Other traffic violation •••••••••• 
Parlting violation .............. .. 

Total traffic .................... . 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense •••••••••••• 
Stal:us offense .................. . 
Non-offense .................... .. 
Otber juvenile ................ u • 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total, ....................... . 

(continued on next page) 
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____________________________ -: __ --.: ___________ '1':..;r:.:i~a~l~Co~u:!:r.!:.t~S!;;ta::.t::;i~s!.:t~ical Profile; Prototype (co'ntinued) 

,'j Clv1.l disposltj'ons 

Dismissed/ 
withdrawnI' 

Uncontested/Default ~!.- Transferred Arbitration 

Civi1d : 
Law •••••••••••• •• ••• ••••••••••••• 
Tort: 

Auto tort: ............................ 1"" ........ .. 
Professiona1 tort .......................... .. 
Product liability tort ••••••••. 
Other tort ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••• ••••••••••• • 
Contract ........................... . 
S .... ll claims ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property righ ts ••••••••••••• 
Equity ••.•••••••••••.•.•••••••••• 
Domestic relations: 

Harriage dissolution ••••••••••• 
Support/custody •••••••••.• · •••• 
Adoption .............................. io ..... ~ .... .. 

Other domestic relations ............ .. 
Total ••.•.•..••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate ••.••••• 
Guardianship/conservat:orshipl .... 

trusteesbip •••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate .............................. ~ .... .. 

Total •••.••.••••••••••• ·•••• ••• 
Hental health ••••••.•••••••.••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of aduiuistrative 
agency case .................................. .. 

Apr.eal of tria1 court case ........ .. 
Total •.•••••••••••••••••• •••••• • 

Extraordinary writ ••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction. remedy ...................... .. 
Other r:l.vil .••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••• " ................... . 

Prel.1ninary 
Felony Misdemeanor hearing 

Jury trial: 
Conviction .••••••••••• 
Guilty plea ••••••••••• 
Acquitta~,,"" ••••..•••. 
Dismissed ••••••••••••. 

Non-jury trial: 
Convictton •••••••••••• 
Guilty plea .................... .. 
Ar.quittal ••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••• 

Dismissedlnolle prosequi • 
Bail forfeiture .................. .. 
Bound over ............................ .. 
Transferred .......................... .. 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ••••••••••••• 
Acquittal •••••••••••••• 

NOll"'jUry trial: 
n>nviction .., ...................... .. 
Acquittl\l ...... , .•••••••• 

Guilty plea •••••••••••••• 
Dismissed/noUe prosequi • 
Bail forfeiture •••••••••• 
Parking. fines •••••••••••• 
Transferred .. ~ •• ' ................. .. 
Other •••••••••••••••••••• 

() 

criDIinal dispositions 

Ordinance Extraordinary 
violation ~ writ 

Se n tenc:e Ot her 
Postconviction ~ ~ Total 

Traffic dispositions 

Other traffic 
violation 

·r 
) 

i 

i 
I 
I 

i 

I 
! 

.1 
I , 
I 
l' 
t 

Age of pending cases (da~ 

0-30 31-60 61-90 91-180 181-360 361-720 Over 720 
days~~~~~~ 

ChUd: 
Lav ...................... ~~' ................................. .. 
Tort: 

Auto tort: .......................................... .. 
Professional tort •••••••••••••• 
Product liability tort ••• ; ••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .............. , •••••••••••• 
Contract ................................................ .. 
S.,.ll cla:iJla •• ; •••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights ••••••••••••• 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domeotic relations: 

Karr:lbge dissolntion ••••••••••• 
Sup!'Ort/custody ............... . 
Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic r~lations ••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: /' i 

probate/vlU::lff.nteBtate •••••••• 
GuardiansMp/ conaerva tors hip/ 

trusteeship •••••••••••••••.••• 
Other est:al:e ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••• ~ ••••••••••••.••••••••.•• 
Kental health •••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adlOinistrative 
agenq caae .................................. .. 

Appeal of trial court elise ••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary wri t ••••••••••••••• 
Posl:collrlcUon remedy •••••••••••• 

"Other civil •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total civil ...................... . 

Cr1ainald : 
Felony H ........................ . 

Hisdeme~~or ......................................... .. 
Felony/lOiad_anor ••••••••••••••• 
Prel1a:l.lliliry hearing •••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation •••••••••••••• 
Appee1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary r.n;it ••••••••••••••• 
PostcoDYiction remedy •••••••••••• 
Sentence review only ••••••••••••• 
Other criminal ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••• 

Tr.affic: 
DWI/DUI •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation •••••••••• 
Parldng violation •••••••••••••••• 

To tal t rafflc ••••••••••••••••••••• 

J .... enl1e: '" 
,Crild.na1-type offense .. ' ......... . 
S tatas offense •••••••••••••••••• 0' 

Non-offenae •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juYeuile ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juven!1e ., ••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headinga indicate the Classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not 
-- • NO,t'spplicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction. 
bparticular court or reporting system information. 
cJudge information. 
dease definition or unit of count: 

Ci viI definition. 
Criminal lease unit of count. 

., 
available by', category. 

~~) 

Jury trial definition. ',I 

Averag~ age 
of pending cas,:~ 

',\ Non-jury trial definition., 
fBeginning pending figure for th" 1978 court year does not e~'ual the end pending figure for the 1977 court year. 
gCbange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions. 
hFigure was computed. \\ 
iData are not complete. , ~ 
jExplanl\tion' of data·included i~~hq. category •• 
kAddit10nai informB tion. ~" 
lSpecial source,~~r revision in th~ d'ata. 
mlnfiormation on diaposition type or trial data. 
nInformation on time ",nterval or age of pending CRses data. 

Source: 
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ALABAMA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
9 "justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals of title to or possession of 

land, civil law over $10,000, and 
equity cases. 

- Certiorari review of Court of Civil 
Appeals and Court of Criminal 
Appeals. 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
3 judges ;; 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals in law cases under $10,000. 

Appeals from administra tive agencies 
(except Public Service Commission). 
Workmen's compensation and 
domestic relations appeals. 

Title to or 
possession of 
land, law over . 

$10,000, equity. 

, 
CIRCUIT COURT (38) 
112 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF 
CRIMINAL APPEALS 
5 judges 
Jurisdictipn: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in criminal 

appeal cases involving violations of 
city m'dinances, habeas corpus, and 
all post conviction writs on crimipal 
cases. 

- Original jurisdiction in the issuance 
of all writs in relation to matters 
in which the court has appellate 
jurisdiction. .• 

- Civil actions over $500 equity, 
actions of libel. slander, and 
ejectment. 

- Felonies. Misdemeanors or ordinance 
violations included within a felony 
charge, 

- Juvenile appeals. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

... ___ t ____ ._ t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (329) DISTRICT COURT (81) PROBATE COURT (67) 
'1<220 recorders and ",120 mayors 
Jurisdiction: . 
- City ordinance violations, misde

meanors, preliminary hearings. 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

89 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions' under $5,000 and civil 

actions based on unlawful detainer. 
Small claims under $500. 

- Misdemeanors. Preliminary hearings 
(can accept guilty pleas in felony 
cases not punishable by sentence of 
death). 

- Traffic 
- Juvenile 

No jury trials. 

67judges 
Jurjsgi~tion: 
- Wills, guardianship, executorship. 

Equity in administration of estates 
(counties greater than 4,000 
population). 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

('''~rtof 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

I ALAlWIA SUPREIIE Q)UB.T 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
October 5, 1977 to September 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Appeala .................................................... .. 
Petitions for writs of certiorari granted •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Hiscellane.ous mattersj ........................................................ .. 

Total ............................. •• ....................... . 
Reques to to appeal: 

Beginning 
pending 

o 
o 

Petitions for writ of certiorari ........................... 0 
Total other cases ...................................................................................... --0-

Total cases .......................................................................................... ; ...... .. Ofk 

Hanner of disposition 

Filed 

X 

248 
341 

667 (55)e 

Written opinion ....................... 38~ 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A D This case type is handled by the court but the data are unayailab1e. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
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Disposed End 
pending 

X 0 
X 0 

381J --0 
,', 

93j 0 
93 0 

193 (55)e 0 
2~6 (55)e --0 

667 (55)e Ok 

Petitions for writ of certiorari granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for 
the resulting appeal. Theae numbers of granted petitions for writ of certiorari are the figures appearing in the parentheses. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal. the end pending figure for the 1977 court )'l'ar: 
Data for 1977 were available for all filed cases. In 1978, data .. were available only for cases under submission. This difference affec.ts 

the reported size of the pending case10ad. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

The figure given for the number of appeals disposed represents the number of opinions written during' the year. 
Miscellaneous matters include prisoner peti tions and reques ts to take the Bar Exam. 

kAdditional informat1.on: 
Data are given on this profile only for cases already under submission. 
All cases submitted to the .court are d.ecided within the term year. The cases pending on 9/30/78 were either not ready for submission to 

the court or were scheduled for oral argument on the October 1978 docket. 

Source: The Administrative Director of file Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Montgomery, Alabama)(unpublished). 
Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ALAlIAIIA WUU OF CIVIL APl'EALSa 
InterMediate appellate court 

3 judges 
October 1977 to September 1978 

CC\ses: 
Appeals: 

Civi.1: 
Cases ........................................................................... .. 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ............................................................... .. 

Total cases .................................................................. '" ••• 

Other proceedi nge: 
Rehearing l.~quests ................... ~ ................................... . 

Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

140 
---u;o 

140 

Filed 

361 

-22.. 
79 

Disposed 

346 

79 

79 

Manner of dispositionl Disposition of appeals l 

IIritten opinion ••••••••••••••••• 229 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••.•••••••• 2 

Opinion: 
Affimed .' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed .................................. · •• · . 
Affirmed in part/reversed in part •••••• 

Time interval (average weeks)l 

From filing notice of appeal to completing the record 8 
From completing the record to .. appellant' s brief •••••••• 5 
From appellant's bruef to appellee's brief ••••••••••••• ,,4 
From appellee's brief to oral argumen ts •••••••••••••••• 6 
Prom oral argument: to written opinion released ............. 3 
Fro," notice of appeal to written opinion ••••••••••••••• 24 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 

163 
51 
15 

\',' 

End 
pending 

155 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Court has jurisdiction in civil appeal and appeal of adain:istrative agency cases only. ,Figures for these two categories could not be. 
separated for inclusion in this chart. 

lSpecial source or revision in da ta:, ,. 
These data "ere supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

Source: The Administrative Director of Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Montgom",r~, Alabama)(unpublished). 
and unpublishe~. data except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data 
during data verification. 

It 

Statistics are from the annual .,'fport, 
were supplied by the clerk of t;> F court 
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ALAlIAHA WORT ot CRIKIIiAL APPEALSa 
Interaediate appellate court 

5c judges 
October 1977 to September 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Crildnal: 
Cases .............................................................. . 

Total appealsj ............................................... . 

Other cases: 
I Original proceedings ........................................ . 

Requesta to appeal: 
Notice of appeal ................................................... . 

Total other 

Totsl cases i 

cases ....................................................... . 

Manner of dispositionl 

Opinion ................. 318 
Without opinion •••••••• , 301 
Decided en banc ••••••••• 219 

Boldface headings indicate the classification's used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

548ik 

Filed Disposed 

838j 
83S] 

---<1l 

838i 

Disposition of casesl 

Affirmed 
Reversed and remanded ••••.. 
Remanded wi th directions •••• 
Reversed and rendered .•.••• 
Dismissed ................. . 
Petition denied ........... . 
Cases deCided en bane 

(original proceedings) ••• 

Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Court has jurisdiction in crildnal appeal cases only. 

CJudge information: 
There are in addition three supernumerary judges assigned to this court. 

i'Data are not complete: 
Total cases do not include ,,"titions disposed of in the clerk's office at the direction of, the court. 

jExplanation of dats included in the category: 
Totsl appaals include notice of appeal cases as well as appeals. 
Notice of appeal cases "are reported as appeals. 

kAdditional information: 

466 
54 
10 

2 
12 
75 

219 

135 

End 
pending 

622jk 
6ITjk 

---.W. 

622ik 

Pending includes cases pending on certiorari in the Supreme C~)Urt of Alabama and the Supreme Court of the United States. cases on motions for 
.new trial' in trial courts, snd those in which appeals have not been perfected (all neCessary documents filed). 

lSpecial source or revision in da ta: 
Manner of dispoSition and dispositioncof cases data were prOVided by the cierk of court during data verification. 

Source: The' Administrative Director of Courts, Annual Report •. 1978 (Montgomery, Alabama)(unpublished). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the clerk of the court during data 
verification. 
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Civild: 

\\ Ii 

A!.ABAIIA CIRCUIT mUIlT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

38 circuits, 112 judges' 
Jan~ry I, 1978 to Dece.ber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;............. NI A 
Otber Civilj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total criminalj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Grand ttital ............ ' .......................................... . N/A 

Triald 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Criminal 1,556 4,814 6,370 

Filed 

45,548 
24,917j 

70,465 

17,229 

III ,090 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X D The data for this case type are known to "he included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition, or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the" indictment. 
A trial is counted if tried to com pIe tion. 

hFigure was computed: 
End pending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and Deginning pending data. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Other civil figures include law, auto tort, and civil appeals cases. 
Criainal cases inctude felonies and criminal appeals. 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

47,013 N/A 
23,727j ~ 

70,740 N/A 

23,273j N/A 

15,072 N/A 

109,085 N/A 

Source: The Administrative Director of Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Hontgom~ry, Alabama)(unpublished).' Statistics are from, the annual report 
and unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

~ __ -------------------------------------------------------rl;--

(: 

,J\ 

·t 
f ,1 

il 

" \:'1' 

" ./1 .~ 
(j,,; If 

\. 'Ii;' ill 
)1 ,I '. 

<:,l" : 
f'l 
" 

1[' 
I 

ALABAMA DlSTllICT mORTS 
:Court of llatted jurisdicti.OD 

81 courts, 89 judges 
January 17, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Civild : 

Beginning 
pending 

SlOSl.l c1ai.... •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 27,3911 
Other civil: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,3861 

Total civil .... , ............................................... . 31,7801 

Criwdnald : 
Other criminal: 

State criminal X 
Hunic1pal criminal ••••••• 0<................................. X 

Total......................................................... 20,5081 

Total criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••• 20,5081 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

State traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ';................ X 
Hunicipal traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 32,6031 

Total traffic 32,6031 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,7401 

Grand total 87,6311 

Boldface headings indicate the classif.ications used by the NCSP. 

Filed 

95,928 

40,130 

116,058 

94,225 
3,840 

98,065 

98,065 

178,825 
11,083 

189,908 

189,908 

N/A 

425,361i 

X D The data for this case type are known to be included in the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Disposed 

75,746 

17,509 

93,255 

89,476 
2,739 

92,215 

92,215 

167,479 
8,524 

176,003 

176,003 

N/A 

400,452i 

This court was established by the judicial article for court unification to replace 'the many different inferior courts. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 

hFigure was computed: " , 
End pending figures were computed ~ from beginning pending;' filed, and disposed figures given in the annual reports. 

iData are not complete: . 
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End 
pending 

27,576h 

27,007h 

54,583h 

X 
X 

26,358h 

26,358h 

X 
X 

46,508h 

46,508h 

N/A 

127,449hi 

The number of juvenile case filings, dispositions, and cases pending at the end of the year were not available, and therefore are not 
included in the grand total filing, disposition, and end pending figures. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Beginning pending figures were taken from the 1977 edition of the Alabama Judicial System, where they are given as end pending figures for 

the 1977 court year. 
Source: The Administrative Director of Courts, Annual Report,' 1978 '(Hontgomery, Alabama)(unpublished). Statistics are from the annual report 

except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

ALAlWIA l'ROBATE mORT 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

67"courts, 67 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Dec_ber 31, 19711 

There were 110 data available for cases handled in the Probate Court'in 1978. 

ALABAIIA HllNICIPAL mORT 
Court of llc1ted jurisdiction 

329 courts; 220 recorders, 120 mayor.s 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

There were no data available f,or cases handled in the Hunicipal Court in 197a. 
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ALASKA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

DISTRICT COURT 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
jurisdiction: 
• Appeals as a matter of right from final 

judgments. 
_ Discretionary review of any order or 

decision not appealable. 
_ Criminal cases appealed by state only 

for testlllg sufficiency of indictment 
or leniency of sentence. 

_ Sentence review. 

SUPERIOR COURT (10) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Original jurisdiction in all civil •. 

Exclusive jurisdiction in domeshc 
relations, probate, guardianship, and 
civil commitments. 

" Origin~urisdiction in all criminal. 
_ ExclusiVe-Jurisdiction in juvenile. 
Appeals on record lInless trial de novo 

granted. 

jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (21) 
17 judges 

MAGISTRATES COURT (56) 
53 part-time magistrates and 
22 acting magistrates 
jurisdiction: jurisdiction: 

_ Civil actions under $10,000, auto 
tort under $15,000, small claims. 

_ Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 
felony preliminaries. 

Six-man jury trials. 

Indicates route of'appeal. 

o 

_ Civil actions under $1,000. 
_ Small claims up to $2,000. 
_ Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

felony preliminaries. 

Six-man jury trials. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

o 

II 
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ALASKA SUPlIlIKR mURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
Janusry 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

CivUj ...................................................... . 
CrilOinalj ••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

rota1 appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original applications •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

&..quests to appeal: 
Petitions for review ....................................... . 

Sentenee review only: ' 
Sentence appeal .......................... ~i ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ..................................................... . 

Beginning 
penning 

268 
200 

li6ii 

4 

43 

39 
86 

554 

Nanner of d1spos1tionm 

Appeals 
Civil CrilOinal 

Opinil>o'and mandatel ••••••••••••• --m- --9-4--
Summilry dispositiqn by orderl •••• 18 9 
Dismissed by court or partiesl •• , 102 28 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 225 131 

Original 
proceedings 

5 
19 
1 

25 

Disposition of cases 

Filed 

256 
135 

T9f 

27 

156 

56 
239 

630 

Requests 
to 

...'!l'pea1 
13 

106 
17 

136 

Sentence 
review 

~ 
31 

1 
11 
43 

Disposed 

225 
{31 

""""356 

.;25 

136 

43 
204 

560 

Total 
cases 
24lr 

153 
159 
560 

E!.!!!. 
'42 
26 
24 

Original 
jurisdiction 

Requests 
to 

appeal 

Sentence 
review 
only 

By opinion and mandate: 
Affirmed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed 
Affirmed 
Reversed 
Remanded 

and remanded ••••••••••••••••••• 
in psrt/reversed in part ••••••• 

~ ............ ' .................. . 
Sent~nce too lenient •••••••••••••••••••• 
Bar disciplinary sction ••••••••••••••••• 

By memorandum opinion and judgmetlt: 
Affirmed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed 

By summary order: 
Affirmed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed or reversed and remanded ••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

rotal dispositions on the merits ••••••••••• 
Review denied ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2 
11 

6 
1 

2 
8 
1 

12~ 

5fi 
19 

7 
7 
5 

5 
1 

1 
o 
2 

103 

2 
o 
o 

o 

2 

o 
o 

5 
10 
141 

Status of pending cases (12/31/78) 

~ Cases awaitina 

AppUls: 
~ ~ Hearing ~ 

Civil .,- ..................... 67 78 33 97 
Cr.Uaf.na1 .................... 50 70 10 67 

Orini,..l proeeed1ngs .......... 0 5 0 !:l" 
Requeats to appeal ............ 0 14 2 40 
Sentence review ,?aly .......... 8 12 1 28 

rime intervaln(average days) 

8 
2 
1 
2 
o 

o 
o 

3 
12 

6 
34 
351 

~ 

11 
4 
0 
2 
2 

23 
2 
2 
o 
3 
1 

1 
Ii 

o 
o 
o 

32 

.~ 

Stayed 

11 
8 
0 
3 
0 

131 
49 
34 
12 
19 

1 
2 

12 
2 

6 
20 
14 

302 
99 

Civil appeal CrilOinal appeal Sentence review onlyl 

Notice of appeal to mandate • ~ • ,1'" •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• " ~ •• 

NoUce of appeal,~ to ppinion publics tion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Notice of sppea1 to certification of re~ord ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certification of ~record to completion of briefing ••••••••••••••••• 
Completion of briefing to hearing or submission ••••••••••••••••••• 
Hearing or Bubmiasion to opinion publication •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hesring or submission to circulsting drsft opinion •••• "'" •••••• 
Circulating draft opinion to Pl'bl1cation date ••••••••••••••••••• 

Public.ation date to· mandate •••••••••••••••• " ••••• , •••••• ~ ••••••• , •••• 

539 
518h 

99 
123 

71 
225h 
126 

99 
21 

612 
597h 
124 
173 

72 
228h 
145 

83 
15 

358 
344 

60 
69 l\ 

'6 
209h 
130 

79 
14 

139 

End 
pending 

297g 
209g 

""5o6g 

6 

61g 

51g 
118g 

624 

(continued on next psge) 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ~A~nska Supreme Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- = Not applicable. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
During the year a number of cases were reclassified, for example, a criminal appeal may become a sentence review on1y case, and other cases, 

originally improperly classified, are corrected. These transferes between case categories account for the discrepencies in the caseflow. 
hPigure was computed: 

"Publication date to mandate" mean figure equals "notice of appeal to mandate" minus "notice of appeal to opinion publication.'I. 
"Hearing or submission to opinion publication" mean figure for time interval .data equals the "hearing or submission to circulating 

draft opinion" plus "circulating draft opinion to opinion publication." 
"Notice of appeal to opinion publication" is the sum of four major subcategories. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
The number of civil and criminal appeals filed includes cross appeals filed. 
Juvenile appeals relating to dependency are included with the civil appeals. 
Juvenile appeals relating to" criminal-type offenses are included with the criminal appeals category. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
The breakdoWl1 for manner of disposition data, the correct number of request to appeal and original jurisdiction cases on which review was 

denied, and time interval data for sentence review only ca"es were supplied by the clerk of the court during da ta verification. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

The manner of disposition data is a case count. The 302 opinions and mandates include some opinions filed in 1977 on which mandates were not 
issued until 1978. There were 237 actual opinions published ~J978. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: '.--'" I" 
The analysis of time periods for disposition of appeals was done for 103 civil appeals, 93 cr:i!ainal appeals, and 31 sentence revi"" only 
cases, which together comprised all cases closed by opinion and mandate during 1978. 

Source: Administrative D~rector of the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1978 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1979); and the Annual Statistical 
Report of the clerk of the Supreme Court entitled. "Supreme Court Activity 1978." Statistics are from the annual report and clerk's Ir.emo 
except that totals have been computed l1here necessary, and revisions and additith'"!:;J were made during verification by the clerk of the 
court. 

ALASKA SIIPEI!IOR roURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 
4 districts, 10 courts, 20 judges 

January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Tort: 

Ci vll damage ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract: 

Debts, contracts, and notes .................................................................. .. 
Real property rights: 

Housing, real estate .................... . ' ......................................................... .. 
Domest:ic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................................................................ .. 
Dissolution of marriage .......... " ............................................................ .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Support/ custody" 

ReCiprocal support ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~, ••••••••••••••••• 
Otherj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....... ; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption ••••••••••• ,; ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...... _.,'."" .................. ~ ........ ~ ................ ! ................................................... -' 

Estate: 
Probate"'d.lls/intestate: 

Estates ....................................................................................... ,r 
Probate waiver .. • ';. .......................... ~ ................................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

C",.,rdianship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Protective ........................................ ~ ...................... .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate ................................................................... ~ .......... .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental health: 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Sanity....................................................... X 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Administrative -review .................................... ,.J............. .. .... .X 

Other civil: 

Filed 

921 

1,415 

347 

2,423 
1,915 
4,338 

1,052 
278 

1,330 
559 

6,227 

6111 
75~ 

693 

15 
136 
151 

7 
851 

359 

206 

Other civil.................................................. _____ X_ \\~ 

Total civil •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12,089f 11,370 

" 

Disposed 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X e
X 

x 
X 
.X 
X 
X 

X 

___ X 

'= 10,300 

End 
Pend!!!a. 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

X 

x 

13,1598 

(continued on next page) 
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Alaska Superior Court (continued) 

Crildnald : 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Kisde.eanor 0 ................... ' .... II ........................................ . 

Appeal: 
From Dis trict Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
To Supreme Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other crildnal: 

Probation revocation .......................................... . ~::; .. .. 
Other •••••••••••••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -••• 

Total ........................................ ;: ........................... . 

Total criminal 

Juvenile: 
Crildnal-type offense: 

410f 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-.lY..! 
410ft 

Delinque.ncy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 
Other juvenile: 

Child in need of aid ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -.lY..! 

Total juvenile •••••••••••• c. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • N/ A 

Grand total ...................................................... 12,499fi 

Triald 

Jury Non-jury Total 
Civil dispositionsm 

778 
96 

104 
47 

151 

1,190 

l,153h 

~h 

1,296 

13,856 

905 
X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
X 

___ X 

1,145 

X 

X 

1,063 

12,508 

Criminal (felony) dispositions 

283g 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

-.lY..! 
283 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Civil: 
Domestic relationsm ••• 180 

128 
308 

180 
164 
344 
166 
510 

Other civilm 
Default 532 

Before 
trial 

Jury 
trial 

Non-jury 
trial Total 

Other civilm.......... 36 
Total civil........... 36 

Crildnal (felony) •••••• 156 
Grand total ••••••• ,...... 192 

10 
318 

Wi thdrawn ••••••• 1,188 
Judgment •••••••• 300 
Dismissed ••••••• 987 

Guilty (convicted) •••••••••• -
Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••• 416 
Acquittal ••••••••••••••••••• --
Histrial with dismissal ••••• --
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••• 223 
Change of venue ••••••••••••• 25 
Complaint withdrawn ••••••••• 75 

""100 
4 

42 
10 
o 

--8-

o 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 

108 
420 

44 
10 

223 

Age of pending casesn 12/31/78 (days) 

Domestic relationsm .... 
Probatem •••••••••••••• 
Other civil •••••••••• 
Felony ••••••••••••••• 

Average 
481 
821 
564 
257 

Hedian 
--m-

603 
424 
188 

Time interval (days) 

o 
a 

Age at dispositionn : 
Domestic relationsm ..... 

Average 
192 
541 
411 
215 

Hedian 
-7-1-

o to 30 

~ 
392 

31 to 60 

~ 
61 to 90 

~ 
608 

91 to 120 
days 

121 to 180 
days 

181 to 365 
day. 

366 to 730 
days 

Over 
730 days 

333 
N/A 
543 
N/A 

Probatem •••••••••••••• 
Other civilm •••••••••• 
Felony ••••••••••••••• 

115 
269 

91 

N/A 
310 
N/A 

2,139 
N/A 
286 
N/A 

N/A 
207 
N/A 

382 
N/A 
129 
N/A 

451 
N/A 
251 
N/A 

Age of pending cases (12/31/78)(days) 

Domestic relationsm •••••••••••• 

Under 90 

~ 
896 

91 to 180 
days 
546 

181 to 365 
days 
692 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

366 to 545 
days 
544 

546 to 730 
days 
382 

747 
N/A 
507 
N/A 

731 to 910 
days 
288 

X - The data for this case type are known to he included in the total but were not avalla,,~e by category. 
-- a Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

572 
N/A 
774 
N/A 

911 to 1,095 
days 
280 

Over 1,095 
days 
488 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a Fetition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of ceunt is the number of indictments or complaints.. Some occur after preliminary hearings in District Court. 
A trial is counted if triec! to judgment. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 197'1 court year: 
Figuretl are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
~igures are 8S given in the annual -report. 

hFigu1:e was computed: 
The juvenile filing figure for each category was caleulated by multiplying the percent of formal petitions for each category by the total 

number of formal, petitions. 
inata are not complete: 

CrWnal total pending figures include only felony cases. 
Grand total pending figures include only civil and felony cases. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
The otate annual report indicates that a majority of the daaestic relations "other" cases are. reciprocal support cases. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: 
The "domestic relations" category does not include adoption cases. 
The "probate" category includes all estate, .ental health, and adoption cases. 
The "other clvU" category includes tort, ecmtract, real property rights, appeal, and other civil cases. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: 
Age at disposition and age of pending data are given for the following categories as listed in the annual report: 

Domestic relations ~- divorce, dissoJ.utiort of marriage, and _!lther. 
Probate -- estates, guardianship, probate waiver, protectiv(! other, adoption, and sanity. 
Other civil -- civil damage; debts,: contracts, and notes; housing, real estatei administrative review;' ~~;d other. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court Syst~m!1978 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1979). Statistics are.fran the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

25 
75 

J 
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ALASKA DISTRICT mllllT 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 21 courts, 17 judges 
JaDU:lry I, 1978 to Dec.-ber 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Tort: 

Civil damage ................................................ . 
Contract: 

Debt, contract, and notes ...................................................................... .. 
Saall claims .................................................. . 
Other civil: 

Other ...................................................... .. 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor ...................................................................................................... .. 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ............................................... " ....... . 
Other c:riJrlna1 ........................ , ........................ . 

Total criminal ................................................ .. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Misdemeanor traffic ............................ ,'" ......... .. 
Other criminal-traffic on formal complaint •••.•••••••••••••• 
Other traffic ............................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total traffic ................................................. .. 

Grand total .; .................................................. .. 

Beginning 
pending 

x 

X 
5,050f 

X 

9,477f 

X 
N/A 
N/A 

--.JY.A 
Xi 

14,767fi 

Filed 

435 

2,836 
7,948 

1,073 

12,292 

13,479 

1,451 

~ 

17 ,705 

6,512 
267 

78,627 
85,406 

85,406 

115,403 

Disposed 

X 

X 
6,261 

X 

9,569 

X 

1,307 
X 

X 

X 
X 

77 ,536 
___ X_" 

X 

111,411 

--------~-------

Civil: 
Saall claims ••••• 
All other civil •• 14 

Total ............. 14 
Criminal: 

Misdemeanorm ••••• 749 
'r Trafficm ••••••••••• 

Grand total ......... 763 

658 
195 
853 

509 
925 

2,287 

658 
209 
867 

1,258 
925 

3,050 

Civil dispositionsm 

Default ................... . 
lIithdrawn ................ .. 
Judgment ................................ .. 
Dismissal ................. . 

1,411 
1,079 

360 
458 

Traffic dispos'i tionsm 

Guil ty at non-jury trial ,,~ .. 
Guilty plea .............. .. 
Waiver at counter ..... , ........... .. 
Mail in ,bail .............. . 
No shows 

(closed statistically) ••• 
Case dismissed before first 

appearance and change of 
venue ................................... . 

501 
12,156 
38,974 
12,132 

4,944 

7,904 

Time interval (days) 

~-!na1 dispositions 

Misdemeanorn 
Before Jury Non-jury 
trial trial trial 

Guilty (convicted) ••••••• --= I;'f3 Ii26' 
Guilty plea .............. 11,348 17 17 
Acquittal ............... ,. 239 61 
Mistrial with dismissal •• 20 5 
Change of venue .......... 875 0 0 
Complaint withdrawn ...... 709 0 0 
Dismissed ................ 5,598 0 0 
Reduced to misdemeanor .,. 
.superceded by i:pdictment • 
Held to answer .................... .. 

End 
pending 

X 

X 
6,737 

X 

12,200 

X 

654 

~ 

Xi 

X 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

Xi 
,) 

17,254gi 

Preliainary 
h .... ring 

(lJ 

67 
457 
325 
128 
330 

1 to 30 31 to 60 6~ ,to 90 

~ 
91 to 120 

days 
121 to 180 

days 
181 to 365 

days 
366 to 730 

days 
Over 730 

Age at disposition: 
Civil: 

Small claias ......... . 
All other civil ••••••• 

Criminal: 
Misdemeanorm .................. .. 
Preliminary hearing ••• 

Trafficn .............. .. 

182 
232 

SO 
55 

231 

88 
123 

7 
16 

194 

~ 

1,185 
430 

11,326 
1,024 

N/A 

~ 

1,571 
660 

2,061 
121 
N/A 

863 
354 

1,703 
35 

N/A 

654 
236 

1,232 
40 

N/A 

Age of pending casea 12/31/78 (days) 

517 
314 

865 
24 

N/A 

538 
594 

724 
20 

N/A 

703 
516 

562 
33 

N/A 

~ 

280 
2Q4 

304 
10 

N/A 

OVer 
Under 91 to Under 121 to 180 

days 
181 to 365 

days 
366 to 545 546 to 730 

days 
731 to 910" 911 to 1,095 

Civil: 
Average ~ 90 days 180 days ~ days 

Small claims .......... 452 
All other civil....... 474 

Crt.inal: 
Misdemeanorm..... .......... ...... 244 
l're1illlinary hearing ••• 254 

370 
346 

209 
229 

1,459 
897 

N/A 
N/A 

1,001 
651 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

'i,194 
220 

N/A 
N/A 

388 
80 

1,369 
1,044 

,876 
146 

~~ 
782 
753 

1,045 
142 

663 
S39 (! . 

297 
66 

days 1,095 days ~ 

138 
452 

o 
o 

660 
567 

o 
ci 

"665 
~,60 

o 
o 

" (continu~d on next page) 

0" 

1 
i 

I 

Boldface. headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
- - Not applicable. 

dCase defini tion or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
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Alaska District Court (continued) 

The criminal case unit 'of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to judgment. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figu.:es are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. The end pending figure for pre1t.inary hearing,'r'does not include those cases out on warrants. iData are not complete: 

Grand total pending figures include all data ~xcept other crt.inal, other criminal--traffic informal complaint, and other traffic cases. ',mcategories for dispOsition type or trial data: 
Civil disposition type data do not include disp03itions o~ small clams cases. 

", Misdemeanor diSposition and trial data include misdemeanor traffic cases. 
Traffic trial and dispOsition dat" only include other traffic cases. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: 

Misdemeanor age at disposition is measured from first appearance to dismissal, acquittal, or sentencing. 
The misdemeanor cate30ry for time interval and age of pending data includes misdemeanor traffic cases. 
Traffic time interval data only include "other traffic" cases. 

Age of pending cases data were not available for "all other ciVil" cases in the same time period breakdowns as were aV3ilable for all other case categories. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1978 Annual Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1979). Statistics are from 
the annual report except that totals have heen computed where necessary. 

ALASKA MAGISTRATES mORT 
Court of It.itedjurisdiction 

4 districts, 56 courts, 53 'Part-tiae and 22 acting aagistrates 
January I, 1978 to Deceaher 31, 1978 

Total civil 
••••••••• ••••••••• c •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

K.isdelle8D.or ..................................................................................................... .. 
Pre1:iJoiul\ry bearing: 

Felony ...................................................... . 

Total criminal .................................................. 
~fic: 

To~al traffic •••••••••••••••••••• ,. ............................. . 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••• , ••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

-1YA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifir.ations used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

deaae definition or unit of count: \'. , 
A civil case is counted with the filing of it pe~ition or' complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

Filed 

239 

1,232 

--.!E. 
1,369 I' 

'I 
1,140 II 

2,748 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Alaska Court System, 1978 Annual Report (Ancnorage, Alaska: 
atlnual report except that totals have been cbmputed where necessary. 

fI 
,!/ 

Dispos~d 

179 

1,195 

1,298 

1,128 

2,605 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

1979) • Statistics are from the 

;;, '~ 
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ARIZONA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: I"'--------..... ..J - Final appellate jurisdiction in all 

actions in the state's court system ex
cept those arising in justice and police 
cou.rts. 

Death penalty. 
Life imprisonment. 

'- Exclusive jurisdiction in cases between 
counties. 

COURT OF APPEALS (2) , 
12 judges 
JurisdkHon: 
- All actions and proceedings originat

ing iIi or permitted by law to be ap
pealed from the Superior Court. 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
76 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civil actions 

over $500. Exclusive probate and 
domestic relations jurisdiction. Ap
pellate jurisdiction over various state 
administrative agencies. 

- O~iginal jurisdiction in felony, 
mIsdemeanor. 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo and appeals on the 

record. 

Jury trials. 

t 
~ 

I JUSTICES OF 
THE PEACE (84) 
84 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,000. 
- Misdemeanors and criminal offenses 

with fine less than $300 or sen
tence under 6 months. Preliminary 
hearings. 

Jury trials. 

Indicates route of appeal. 

I 

J MUNICIPAL COURT (71) 
'92 ffiiigistratiCs 
Jurisdiction: . 
- Misdemeanors and criminal offenses 

with fine less than $300 orsen
tence under 6 months. 

Jury trials. 

1 .l 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

)1 
-:> 

J 

\': 
~-"·"'-\.~~=u.~·<;;;:;,;-;:r.~l 

1 
:~ 

AIl1ZONA SUPREIIE IDUIl'I 
Court of last resort 

5' justices 
January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Cases: 
"Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri.al.1na1 •••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• 
Dela:;ed appeals .•.•.•••••••..•......••••..•..... • ' .•.•..••.... 

Total sppealsj .................................... " ........... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

i· \ 
I \ 
S \ 
I ( 

\.---..:/ 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ........................................... . 
Special actionsj ........................................ . 
Bar m.atters ................................................. . 
.Petitions for reviewj .................................. .. 

Total ....................................................................... w 

Total other cases ...... L ......... 1/ ....................................................... . 

Total cases ................................................................... ~ ........... ', ............ .. 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Beginning 
pending 

23 
45 

1 
-r;g 

6 
20 

4 
66 

~ 

96 

165 

Miscellaneous ................................................ ;:~ 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 4 

~, ,: 
~lanner of Disposition 

Appeals 

65k 
122k 

5k 
, 'l92k 

26 
166 

63 
664 

--2.!2.. 
919 

1,111 

60 

60 

Civil Criloinal Delayed Total 
Written opinion ............... ," ....... 35 --6-8-- 1 104 

Original 
juriadiction 

56 
Heml)randum decision .................... 9 34 0 43 
Terminated wit~out written 

opinion ................................... • ·.·i ........ . 

Boldface 'headings indicate the classifications u~ed by the NCSP. 

j&xplanation of data includ.,d in the. categury: 

8 6 14 

2 

846 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

52 36 
108 59 

1 5 
----r6T -roo 

28 4 
160 26 

61 6 
655 75 
~ III 

904 111 

1,065 211 

50 6 

58 6 

Other 
matters Total 
--0- l60 

3 48 

55 915 

Appeals (civil, criloinal. and delayed) include cases transferred in from the Ariz~na Court of Appeals. Onn hundred sixty appeals were 
transferred from the Court of Allpeah. during 1978. 

Sp~cia1 actions include mandamus, probibition. and quo wnr~anto cases. 
Petitions for rev'1ew are requests for review of Court of Appeals cases (or portions thereof) that are heard as a matter of right. They are 

not ne~es8arUy proc.essed as a regular- appeal. 

Souree: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts, 1978 Annual Judicial Report (Phoenix, Ari,z-"na: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed wher .. necessary. 

o 

1) 
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ARIZONA OJURT OF APPKALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

2 divisions, 12 judges 
January 1, 1978 t~, Dec_ber 31, 1978 

j' ,I 

~-----=~~--------------------------~=---------------------~B~e~g~i~n~n~i~ng~-------------F-i-l-e-d-j---------------D-i-S-p-o-se-d-j--------------~&~ 
________ ~ _____________________________________________________ . __ ~p~e~n~d~i~n~g~~,'~, ___________________________________________ , pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• 
Criminal ................................................... .. 
Delayed appeals ............................................. . 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Industrial Commission .................................... .. 
Juvenile'" .................................................. .. 

Total appealsj ............................................... . 

Other cases: 
Originsl proceedings: 

Original juriSdiction: 
Habeas corpus .............................................................. ," ............... " ..... .. 
Special actionsj ........................................ . 
Peti tions for review-pas tconvic tion ........................................ . 

Total ................................................... .. 
Total other cases ........................................................................................ .. 

Total cases ................................ .. '." .................................................................. .. 

596f 
708f 

o 

184 
7f 

l,495f 

1,528 

697 
952 

o 

216 
35 

1,900 

4 
177 
1021 
283 

2lIT 

2,133 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion ......................... . 
!>lemorandum ............................................................ .. 
Terminated without opinion •.••••••••••••• 
Transferred to Supreme Court ..................... . 

Civil 
To7 

175 
238 
54 

Boldface headings ind:'cate the classifications used by the. !'CSP. 

Criminal 
---m-

476 
311 
109 

Appeds 

Dela~ 
() 

o 
o 
o 

Agency 
34 

157 
84 
o 

Juvenile --8--
16 

6 
o 

Total 
365 

g24 
639 
163 

674 
1,012 

o 

275 
30 

1,991 

2 
170 

661 
238 

--;m-

2,229 

Original 
jurisdiction 

15 
19 

204 
o 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Total 
3iiO 

843 
843 
163 

These differences reflect the fact that, star,ting in 1978, postconviction cases were separated from criai~ appeals, and juvenil.:. 
appeals in the ,second division were separated f~om civil appeals. Total cases reported for 1977 and 1978 were not aHected. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Appeals filed (civil and criminal) .ure net figure. after appeq,ls transferred in are oldded. 
Appeals disp<Jsed (civil and criminal) incl"de app"als transferred out and appeals disposed by the court. 
Special actions include mandamus, prohibit:tun, and quo Ya1;rant!J cases. 

kAdditional information: • 

619 
648 

o 

125 
12 

1,404 

Juvenile appeals were counted separately by Division 2 of the Court of Appeals starting in ).918. Prior to this time, they had been included 
in W'ith civil appeals. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
These dara were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

Source: Arizona supr" .. ~ Court, The Arizona Courts, 1978 Annual Judicial Report (Pho~nix. Arizona: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report 
excep~ that totals have been r,omputed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the admini~tratlve office of the court 
during data verification. 

Cj ARIZONA SUPERIOR OJURT 
Court of general jurisdictiun 

14 c:ounties, 76 judges 
January 1. 1978 to Dececber 31, 1978 

Civild : 
k\v: 

Civilj 
Domestic relationn: 

Support/custody: 
RecIprocal support ............................................................ . 

Adoptiot!. ..................................................................... .. 
Other doaestic relations: 

Domestic relations ........................................ , ..... . 
}!odify decreek ............................................ . 
Foreign decreek .................................... " .... '" 
Contempt onlyk ............................................ . 

Toeal ....... "' ........................................................ . 
Total .......................................... 1' ••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/uills/inr."state: 

Probate .......................................... ,. ................. oJ .... '"'._. 

Mental healthj ................................................ . 
Appeal ......................... ,. ............................. . 

Total civil .................. 01 ........................................ " .. . 

Beginning 
pending 

27,729£ 

7,365£ 
1,533 i 

1;. ,1l4fk 
89 
56 
47 

11,306 
20,204fi 

28,7'~8f 
filA 

-ill 
76,6,~lfi 

Filed 

29,917 

7,581 
1,0641 

25,856 
1,490 

210 
5,562 

33,118 
41,7631 

7,907 
II/A 

---ill 
79,587i 

Disposed 

27,695 

6,262 
8S11 

24,171 
1,461 

119 
5,364 

31,115 
38,258i 

8,007 
698 

-ill 
74,658i 

End 
pend Lng 

29,951 

8,684 
l,1l6i: 

12,799 
118 
147 
245 

13,309 
23,709i 

26,658 
If/A " 

----ill 
U2,318 i 

(continued on next page) 
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Arizona Superior Court (continued) 

Criainald : 
Felony ........................................................ • 
Kisde.eaoor ............................................................... .. 
Appeal ........................................................ . 
Postconvictfon rcsedy: 

Postconviction relief ................................................ . 
Other criainal: 

Unclassifiedj ............................................... . 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Juvenile: 
1I0n-offense: 

Juvenile dependency ......................................... . 

Total juvenile ............ I, ................................................. .. 

Grand total 

4,891 
288f 
545 

20 

5,766 

~i 

240i 

82',697fJ, 

10,390 
568 

2,290 

624 

133 

14,005 

1,2071 

1,2071 

94,799i 

Criainal dispositionsm 

10,009 
600 

2,384 

542 

89,506i 

Other 

5,272 
256 
451 

102 

6,100 

88,688i 

Jury 

527 

Felony Hisdemeanor ~ ~ Total 
Civil. ' 

Law ....................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Support/custody ••••••••• 
Adopt:ion .............. .. 
!Other domestic: relations 
Total .................. .. 

EBtate: 
Probate/villB/intestate • 

Hental health ........... .. 
Total .................... .. 

Criminal: 
Felon,. ................... . 
Hj,udCJ:leanor ••••••••••••••• 
Appeal .................. .. 
Other criainal .......... .. 

Total .................... .. 
Grand total ............... .. 

o 
o 
4 
4 

o 
o 

$31 

800 
13 
19 

3 
835 

1,366 

1,631 

o 
o 

3,761 
3,761 

o 
o 

5,392 

108 
9 

623 
3 

743 
6,135 

2,158 

o 
o 

3,765 
3,765 

o 
o 

5,923 

9G8 
22 

642 
6 

Jury trial: 
Guilty plea 

lion-jury trial: 
Guilty plea ........ . 

Plea ................... .. 
Dismissed/nol pros •••• 
Trans fer out ••.••..•.• 
Other dismissals ...... 
Otherwise removed ••••• 
Affirmed ............. . 
Reversed 

1,578 I~ 
7,501 \ 

Civil dispositions 
Domestic relations II 

Default hearing •••• 
Dismissals ......... 
Transfer out ••••••• 
Final order ...... .. 
Otherwise removed •• 
Arbitration •••••••• 

Law 
5,664 
4,233 

360 
o 

14,7721 
508 

Support/ 
"uBtody 

o 
o 

361 
o 

5,901 
o 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Adoption 
o 
o 
o 

8811 
o 
o 

II/ A • This case type is hand16d by the court but the data are unavailable. 

dCage'definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted W'ith the filing of a petitioil or complaint. 

Othe:.t 
dOOlestic 
relations 

14,288 
3,306 

56 
o 

2,756 
o 

Total 
19,952 
7,539 

777 
881 

23,429 
508 

The crimind case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictmen.t. 
A jury trial is counted when the voir dire examination of the panel beginij. 
A non-jury trial is counted. when the first witness is sworn. 

37m 

9m 

6,718 
1,839 

107 
280 
157 

o 
o 

Estate 
--0-

o 
o 

8,007 
o 
o 

o 

o 
382 
130 

17 
31 
18 
o 
o 

Mcntal 
health 
--0-

o 
o 

6981 
o 
o 

o 

o 
59 

344 
253 
177 
635 
218 

56 

Total 
19,952 

7,539 
777 

9,586 
23,429 

508 

o 

o 
10 
19 
6 
9 

86 
o 
o 

37m 

9m 

7,169 
2,332 

383 
497 
896 
218 

56 

fBeginnins pending figure for the 1978'· court year ~fJns not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year. 
A cBseload inventory was conducted in the superior Court during January, 1978. Adjus,tments, based on the findings of the inventory, were 

made to the beginning pending .figures reported for the 1978 court year. 
iData arc not complete: 

Adoption and dOllCstic relations figures do not includa adoption dllta for Maricopa County. 
Total civil and grand total pending figures do noc include adoption data from Maricopa County. 
Juwenile lind grand total filing, disposition, lind pending data do not include juvenile data from Haricopa or 'fuma Counties. 

jExplsnation of data included in the category: 
Filings include cllses transferred in. 
Dispositions include cases transferred out. 
Civil cases include prayer under $1,000, auto, tort, nnn-L'!uto tort, contrllct, cml,'ilent domain, unclassified civil, and appeal cases. 
Hental health cases disposed are the number of civil (395) and criminal (303) mental health hearings held. 
Ct"jJ. a\lpealll are included with data classified inthe laW,~ category. (j 
Unclassified cd..J.nal caseS arC) of\:enses which do not come under any of the other criml,nnl case categories listed, for example, peace bond 

complaints. 
i'.Additional information: " 

Prior to 1978, the categories "modify decree," "foreign decree," lind "contempt only" were included in the domestic relations statis\:~s. 
In 1978, these data were available separately, and are so displayed on this court profile. This change i6 partly responsible for the 
difference between the reported 1977 end pending figure and ,';he 1978 beginning pending figure fot: the domestic relations categol.'"J. 

lspecial source or revision in the data: ,> 

These corrections were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: \\ 

Guilty pleas obtJinnd ,jurin!! a trial that are listed under criminal dispositions are already included within the trial data. 

sou~ce: Arizona Supreme Court, The Ariz(l Courts, 1978 Annual Judicia., Report (Phoenil(., Arizona: 1979). Statistics are from the report except 
that totals have been computed j)iere necessary, and corrections were supplied by the adldnistrative office of the court during data 
verifica~ion. 
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Total civil 

Criminal d: 

ARIZONA JUSTICE OF TIll! PEACE COURT>' 
Court of lJJaited jurisdiction 

84 courts, 84 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Decenber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Hisdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prelillinary bearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••• P •••••••••••••••••• 

2,891i 
2,154i 

Total criminal 5,045i 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ...... ",,~." ......................................... . 

Grand total ...................................................... . 60,887i 

Age of pend in!! cases (12/31/78) 

Filed 

39,043i 

20,362i 
. 15,883i 

36,245i 

224,228i 

299,516i 

Under Under Under All other 
20 days ,!-50 days 1 year cases 

Civil •••••••••••••••••• II/A II/A. 13,758i 5,3521 
Criainal: 

HisdeJOCaoor •••••••••• II/A 2,841i X 2,370:1. 
Prel.illf.nary bearing •• 578 X X 2,312i 

Traffici ••••••••••••••• II/A 36,402i X 18,580i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
II/A a This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X a The data for. this case type are known to be included in the t<>tal but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal cas" unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

inata are not complete: " 
No data were reported for Bagdad, Colorado, Duncan, Elroy, Patagonia, or Stanfield Precincts. 
Traffic figures do not include data for the Northeast Phoenix Precinct. 
Civil data for age of pending cases do not iclude data for the N\)rthenst or Northwest Phoenix Precincts. 

Disposed 

38,008i 

18,042i 
15,146i 

33,188i 

202,107i 

273,303i 

End 
pending 

~,2111 
2,891i 

8,102i 

54,982i 

87,lOOi 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts, 1978 Annual Judicial Report (PhoeniX, Arizona: 19,79). Statistica are from the annual report 
except thnt totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ARIZONA MUNICIPAL couarbi 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

71 courts, 92 aagistrates 
January I, 1978~o,Dece.ber 31,1978 

Criainald: 
Hisdeaeanor 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total 

,', ....................................................... 

Triali 

Jury 
251 

1,429 
1,680 

Criainal ••••••••••• 
Traffic •••••••••••• 

Total •••• ,'" ••••••••• 

Non-jury 
7,493 

25,636 
33,129 

CriJOinal dispositionsi 

Transferred out .•••.•.• . ' .•....•••.•... 
Plea and/or bond forfeiture ••••••••••• 
Dismissed ............... , ••••••••••••• 
Out of jurisdiction ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 
7,744 

27,065 
34,809 

593 
31,916 

7,498 
237 

Boldface headings indicate the claasifications used by the NCSP. 

bparticular court or information system information: 

Beginning 
pending 

20,442i 

20,442i 

175,871i 

196,313i 

The former name for this court was the Arizona City Magistrates Court. 
dCase definition or unit of count. 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the complaint. 
iData are not complete: 

Filedj Disposed 

53,972i 47,988i 

53,912i 47,988i 

489,821i 486,991i 

543,793i 534,979i 

CJ 
Traffic disposition.i 

Transferred out •••••••••••••••••••• 
Plea and/or bond forfeiture •••••••• 
Plea to leser charge ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed .....••................... 
Out of jurisdiction •••••••••••••••• 

110 information was avsilable for the following, municipal courts: Eagar, Kingman, Oro Valley, Patagonia, and Peoria. 
jInformation on dau include in the c"tegory: 

FUed cases also include cases transferred in. 

43,967 
353,192 

5,128 
56,032 

1,607 

149 

End 
pending 

26,426i 

26,426i 

178,701i 

205,127 i 

Source: Arizona Supreme Court, The Arizona Courts, 1978 Annual Judicial Report (Phoenix, Arizona: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report 
"except that totals have been computed where necessnry. 
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ARKANSAS COURT SYSTEM, 19?8 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Ap;1ellate jurisdiction over cases 

fro'th Circuit, Chancery and Probate 
Courts. 

CIRCUIT COURT (19) 
29 judges 
Jurisdiction ., 
_ Civil cases over $100. 
_ Original jurisdiction in criminal. 
- Juvenile. 
Hears appeal de novo. 

Jury trials. 

, 

COURT OF i) 

COMMON PLEAS (12) 
county judges serve .. 
Jurisdiction varies: ~ 

-Contracts and other civil matters 
under $1,000 not involving title to 
property. 

Jury trials: 

i'. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (116) 
107 judges 

,.}ut"lsdiction: .. - Contract under $300. Properl), --recovery under $300. Property 
damage under $100 

_ Felo,"y preliminaries. MisdemealWrs. 

POLICE COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil Cases under $300. 
-Misdemeanors and city ordinance --
violations. 

No jury trials, 

--

""'---

----

; 

CHANCERY AND 
PROBATE COURT (IS) 
27 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Cou~ts of equity (land disputes .. 
domestic relations, etc.) Hears 
probate matters and adoptions. 

No jury trial. 

COUNTY COURT (75) 
7S judges 
Sl juvenile referees 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Original jurisdiction in county taxes, 

county expenditures, and claims 
against county. Bastardy proceedings. 

- Juvenile. 

No jury trial. 

JUSTICE OFTHE , 
PEACE COURT (2) 
21ustices of Ille peace \ . 
lurisdirtio!1: \ l : Cont;'~ct under $300. P~ perty 

recovery under $300. Pr perty 
damage under $100. l- Felony preliminaries. Mi(~emeanors. 

Six-man jury trials. ;" 

" 
CITY COURT(103) 
90 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases under $300. 
- Misdemeanors and city ordinance 

violations. 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

] Court of 
last 

resort 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

,.r 

jurisdiction 

" I 
I, 

; ~ ., 
I 

Al!KAHSAS SUPIIEHE roURT 
Court of .last resort 

7 justices 
January 11 1978 to Dece.ber 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 

Beginning 
. pending 

La\l ........................................................ 151 
Equity.... ................ ............ .......... ........... 103 
Probate .... •••••• ................. ....... .................. 9 

Total... ...................... •••••••••• .................... 263 
Criadnal: " 

Capital........................ .......... .................. 5 
Other felony ......... ".................................... 49 
Hisdemeanor ................. J.............................. 6 

Total....................................................... 60 
Postconviction rCllledy: 

Postconviction ............................................. 11 
Total appeals .............................................. :.. 334 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Civil: 

Habeas corpus .......................................... a 
l'landamus ••.••..• 40 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 
Prohibition ...................................... ,..... 5 
Certiorari .................................. ". • • .. • ... • 0 
Other petitions ........................................ 3 f 

Total .......................... ,........................ 8f 
Criminal: 

Un beas corpus ....••.•........ '-,) ........................•. 
l'landamus .•••..••..•.•....••..••.••••..•.••••••...••..•• 
p'rohibition ............................................ . 
Postconvlction .•..•.••.•••••.••••••..•••.•.•..• " ••..••. 
Certiorari ............................................. . 
Other petitions ....................................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ................................................... .. 

Total other caaes ............................................ . 

Total cases • , .................................................. .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests .....•.•.•.•......•..•....•..•..........•.••. 
Other matters: 

Motions (excluding extension of time) ....................... . 
Motions for extension of time ............................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings ........................................ . 

o 
3 
2f 
2f 
o 
If 
Sf 

1" --rr 

I:' 

Filed 

144 
155 

19 
318 

12 
158 

11 
181 

17 
---.sT6 

a 
5 

12 
8 

11 
36 

a 
5 
9 
'4 
4 

10 
32 
68 

--6-8 

584 

136 

292 
852 

~ 

1,280 

151 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

., 
219 76 
178 80 

13 15 
410 171 

9 8 
136 71 

10 7 
155 86 

20 8 
----m ---us 

a 0 
4 1 

15 2 
8 0 

12 2 
39 5. 

a a 
8 0 
7 4 
5 1 
4 0 
9 2 

33 7 
72 12 

--7-2 --rr 

657 277 

131 14 

,"""'''''''82 36 
/' il§2 a 

i' 4 ~ IL ~ 
\ G 1,265 50 

Disposition of cases 
Manner of disposition 

Written opinion (~~jority) •••• 539m 
Per curiam ••••.•••.•.••••••••. 16 

Time intervalsn (average days) 

Record filing to oubmission •••••• 
Submission to decision .•.••••.•.• 
Rec9rd filing to decision •••••••• 
Average number of days case coq-

tinued on motion of appellate .. 
Average number of days case con

tinued on IIIO tion of appellee ... 

£!!£ 
155.38 
17.78 

173.16 

11.28 

4.09 

Criainal 
and post
conviction 

relOCdL-

123.54 
26.55 

150.09 

26.35 

1.46 

Appeals: 
Affirmed: 

Affirmed ....................... . 
Affirmed as mod fied 'or on condition .. . 

Total ................................ i •• 
Reversed: 

Reverscd •.•.•••..••.••..•••.•••....•..• 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part .•••• 
Reversed and dismissed ................ . 
Reversed \I.ith directions ••••••••••••••• 

Totih ................................. .. 
Reverecd nnd rcmnnded •••••••••••••••••••• 
Rcmhnded •••••••••••••••••••• •..•••••••••••• 
Dismissed: 

Dismissed \lith opinion ................ . 
Dismissed without opinion •••••••••••••• 

Total •.•••.••.•.••••••••.••••••••.•.•••• 
Original jurisdiction: 

Petitions granted ....................... . 
Petitions denied ........................ . 

Boldf .. ce headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A m This case type is handled by the court, but the data nrc unavailable. 

232 
20 

252-

'19 
15 
16 .' 

a , I 
so -
64 

1 

5 
38 
43 

r .. 20 
106 

fBegtnning pending figure for the 19'18 court year docs not equal the end pending figure for the 1971 court year: 
Figures a::e as given in the annun.l report. 

mlnformation 011 ,disposition ty.pe or trial data: 

Post
~ conviction 

109 13 
1 a 

110 13 

3 1 
3 0 
3 a 
a 0 
9 1 

28 6 
1 a 

1 a 
6 0 
7 a 

13 a 
59 5 

354 
21 

375 

23 
18 
19 
a 

60 
98 

2 

6 
44 
50 

33 
170 

There were 65 dissenting, 24 concuq'ing, and 6 dissenting in part and concurring in part opinions fUed in nddition to the 539 l"'IjorUy 
",pinions filed. 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending cases data: 
The time interval data are based on a survey of 389 civil appeals and 153 criainal and postconviction remedy appeals decided b'y the llupreme 

Court duting 1978. 
,Source: E)<ecutive Secretary, Judicial Depnrtment, Fourtecnth Annual Report, 1978 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, .Arkansas). Statistics are 

fr·om the annual report eINcpt that totals have been computed where necessary. 

"G 

II 

~ 



... OS If 

152 

II 

ARKAIiSAS CIRCUIT OOORT 
Court of ~neral jurisdiction 

19 circuits, 29 judges 
January I, 1978 tn Deceaber 31, 1978 

Civild: 
Lavj: 

Civil 
Appeals ......................................................... 

Total civil 

Crillinal d: 
Felony: 

Capital •••••••••••••••••••••••• ': ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• ; ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '; •••••••••••••••••••• 
Hisdemeanorj ............................................................... .. 

Total criminal1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• ~, •••••••• 

Grand, total 

Beginning 
pending 

17 ,691i 

60 
5,726f 
5,786f 
3,l72f 

8,958f 

26,649f 

Age of pending cases 

Less than 

':::::', 

Filed 

24,408j 

-ill 
24,408 

69 
8,928 
8,997 

~ 

14,284 

3B,6~2 

Civil •••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••• 
1 ~ear 1 to 2 lcars Over 2 lcars 

Crillinal: 
Felony: 

C;'pital •••••••••••••••• '0 ••••• 

Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' 

Kisdeaeanor ........................ . 
Total criminal ••••••••••• ",' ••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

14,092 

30 
4,478 
4,508 
2,474 
6,982 

A c1vil\case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

4,901 2,853 

11 13 
1,10i 924 
1,112 937 

535 416 
1,647 1,353 

The criminal 'case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not "qual the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Law includes civil nppeala (trial de novo) that could not be separated from the total. 
Misdemeanor cases are generally appeals (trial de novo) from lower courts. 
Crillinal data include a nominal number of juvenile cases and juvenile appeals. 

Disposed 

20,253 

75 
8,151 
8,226 
5;034 

,13,260 

33,513 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Fourteenth Annual Report, 1978 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). 
from the apnual. report 4!."(cept that tQt~ls have been computed '\mere necessary .. 

End 
pending 

21,846j 

-ill 
21,846 

54 
6,503 
6,557 
3,425 

9,982 

31,828 

Statistics ,ire 

II 
--~---------------------------------------------------------------------

,0 

, 

"I 

,'::; 

"~I 

i 

AlIKANSAS CllAliCERY NiD PROBATE OOORT 
Court of general jurisdiction 
18 chancery circuits, 27 judges 

January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Child: 
Equity ........................................................ . 
Da.eatlc relations: 

SUl'port/custody: 
Rec1pror-als IN ............................................ . 
ReCiprocals OUT ................. ....................................... . 

Total .......... r •••• ! ................. ': ................. ~ .... ;; ............ . 

Adoption ............................................................. .. 
Other doaeatic relations: 

Domestic relations ....................................... , .......... . 
Total .............................. " ....................... .. 

Estate: 
Probate/vilIs/intestate: 

:Decedents' estates .................................................... .. 
Guardianahip/conae1vstorship/truateeship: 

.Ji Guardianship ...................................... 1\ ••••••••••••••• 

!f Other eatlite: 
Miscellaneous probate ..................................... \~ .......... . 

Tuttil ••••••••. ,. ................................................ . 
Kental bealth: 

Alcoholic and mental ........................................ . 

Total civil ••.•••.• _ ................................................. . 

'<:.) 
Grand total ...................................... .- . .. ~ ........... ~ ...... .. 

Beginning 
pending 

8,756 f 

2,260f 
Of 

2,260 f 

N/A 

13,673f 
15,933fi 

14,431'f 

N/A 

N/A 
14 ,431fi 

39,120fi 

39,120fi 

Age of pending cases 

6,642 

2,072 
1,612 
3,684 
1,562 

22,607 
27,853 

4,109 

1,871 

1,290 
7,270 

42,867 

42,867 

Less r.ha/I' , 
1 year to 2 years 

Civil: 
Equity ....................... . 
Support/custody: 

Reciprocals IN •••••••••••••• 
Reciprocala OUT ............. . 

Total I. .................. il •••••• , 

Other dOlleGtic relations •••••• 
Tetal ci viI ................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

3,244 

1,317 
o 

1,317 
7,411 

11,972 

N/A • This esse type is handled by the court, ~ut the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

1,582 

793 
o 

793 
3,236 
5,611 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure f,,~ the 1977 court yoar: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
SChange in pending doe~ not eqL;,'). the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as given in the' annual report. 
iDaea are not complete: 

Da.eatic relations pending and disposed total.' do not include adoptions. ': 

Disposed 

6,101 

1,541 
1,612 
3,153 

N/A 

23,254 
2.6,407 i 

3,743i 

N/A 

N/A 
3,743i 

--111A 

36,251i 

36,251i 

Over 
2 years 

4,471 

681 
0 

681 
2,379 
7,531 

Eatate pending and disposed total~, do not include guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship alld other estate. 
Total civil and grand total pending and disposed duta do not include adoptions, guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship, 

Qatate', and mental. health. 

153 

End 
pending 

9,297 

2,791 
0 

2,791 
N/A 

13,026 
15,817 i g 

14,797 

N/A 

N/A 
14,797i g 

~ 

39,911i g 

39,911i g 

other 

Source: Executive 'Secretary, Judicial Dep~'rtment, Fourteenth"Annual Report, 1978 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkallsas). Statistics ar!! 
from the annual report and the clerk's corrections except that totals ,.pave been computed wher~ necessary. 

/lUANSAS OOORT OF OOIHlH PLEASi 
Court of limited jurisdiction 
12 courts, county judges serve 

Jsnuary 1, 1918 to Dec~ber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Total civil .......................................................... ~' ....... l: N/A 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,- •• I,'t~ .. ,1'1J •• ~~ ••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classificationS used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This esse typo is handled hy the coute, but the data are Ullavall~ble. 

dCase dDU'hition OJ: "unit of ceunt: 
A civil case 'is counted lI~th the filing of a petition or complaint. 

iDat" are not complete: 
No reports for 1nc,~usio~ in tlle 1976 annual report wern ~eceived from Chicot County. 

Disposed End 
pending Filed 

N/A N/A 

N/A 
j} 

N/A 

(/ 

Source:- Executive SecJ:otary, Judicial DepaJ:tment. Fourteenth Annual Report, 1978,'Judicial Statistics (Little Rocl<, Arkansas). Statistics are 
from the annual repor!, except. thnt totals hOlve be9n computed where necessary. 

l,\ 
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AlIKANSAS <XlUNTlC <XlURT 
Court of liIdted jurisdic!:1on 

75 courts; 75 judges. 51 juvenile referees 
January 1. 1978 to Decesaber :n. 1978 

Beginning 
Filed pending 

Domestic relations: 
Bastardy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ~.~ 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 1,956 

Juvenile: 

Total' juvenile N/A 9,177 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 11,133 

Boldfa.ce headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = -r:ris case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Fourteenth Annual Report, 1978 Judicial Statistics (L!ttle Rock, Arkansaa). 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

~ 

Statistics are 

I' 

/J-. r 

~SAS IIDIiICIPAL Cl)URTJ. 
Court of liIdted jurisdiction 

116 courts, 107 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,." '.' 

CrilaJ.na1 d: 
HJ.sdemeanor: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ....... 'O.'O.'O'O •• 'O ....... ~ ......................... 6 .... ~ 'I, ......... . 

Traffic: 
Di<~/Djjr: 

DrJ.ving while intoxicated ......................... • C:.> .... '; •• 
Other traffic violations: 

Moving traffic .............................................. .. 
Other traffic ............... 'O .......................................................... lI 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total traffic\\, 'c.".": .... ~.: ......... , .......................... . 

Grand total .................................................... :, .. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

_.lY.!. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate 'the classifications used by the NCSP. j\ 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavai1,i.able. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petit.1cin or com.plaint. 

~~ 

!J 

Filed Disposed 

19,655i N/A 

112,768i ~ 

112,768i NtA 

20,017i N/A 

N/A 
N/A. 
N/A 

----r) 

232,273i 
110,5l2i 
342,785i 

362,802i N/A 

495,225i 
~Y'\, 

N/A 

The criminal casp. unit of count ia the 'number of informat.ions, indictments, or complaints. 
iOata are not c«;:Implet'e: l\ 

There were no reports filed for towns of Ash Flat, BatesviHe, Booneville, Harrisburg, MelbourI\e, Rogers, and Salem. 
were available and are included for the tOwns of Bald Knob, Brinkley, Dermott, DeValls Bluff, Fordyce, Helena, Hot 
McGehee, Paris, Star City, and Ulm. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

'~j 

~.!. 
NiA 

i\ 
f 
~/A 
N/A 
NiA 

~ 
N/A 

N/A 

Only 6-month totals 
Springs, Jasper, 

Source: Executive Sec~etary, Judicial Department, fourteenth Annual Report. 1978 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas), Statist~cs are 
from the annual report except that ~otals have:.. been computed where nece~sary .. 

./) 

--------------------------------------------------------~~-------C·~--~----
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i\ ,I 
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j~; . 
;,T ~, 

I 
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ARKANSAS CITY <XlURT, POLICE <XlURT, AND JUSTICE OF THE PEACE <XlURTJ. 
Court of timJ.ted jurisdiction 

103 city courts, 90 judges; 2 police courts, 2 judges; 2 justice of the peace courts, 2 juatices of the peace 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Hisdemeanor: 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

Criminal ..................................................... ~ 

Total criminal ................. , ................................ \} .. . 

Traffic: 
DWl/DUI: 

Driving while intoxicated ................................... . 
Other traffJ.c violatious: 

Hoving traffic ............................................. .. 
Other traffic ............................................... . 

Total .......................... : .......... , .................. . 

Total tra/tHc ............. , .................................... . 

Grand total 

,. Boldface headings indicate the classifica tions used by the NCSP. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A - This caae type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable • 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A Civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

l,770 i 

10.746i 
4,133J. 

14,879i 

16,649i 

The criminal case ur..it of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
iOata are not complete: 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

155 

End 
pendi~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

There were no reports for the cities of Alma, Ashdown, AuFtin, Barling, Bearden, Belleville, Blevins, Buckner, Calico Rock, Cammack. Village, 
Carthage, Cave City, Decatur, Delight, Des Arc, 'Eudora, Foreman, Fouke, Friendship, Gould, Grady, Gravette, Grubbs, Holly Grove, Humnoke, 
Imboden, London, Luxora, Magazine, Hanilav::.!iansfield., Hayflower, Ninera;l Springs, Hountalnburg, Norfork, Norman, QUitman, Rosebud. RosstoI1., 
Smackover, Sulphur Springs, Swifton, Taylor, Thornton, Turrell, White Hllll, and Wilson. Only 6-month data were available for the cities o"f 
Cottonplant, Farmington, Higginson, Hoxie, Lockesburg, and Palestine. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Departmout, Fourteenth Annual Report, 1978 Judicial Statistics (Little Rock, Arkansas). Statistics 
are from the annual report except thdt totals have bee.n computed where necessary. 
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CALIFORNIA COURT SYSTl::M, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
... 7 justices 

.. -------.. ~ Jurisdiction: 

Judgment of 
death. 

f 
MUNICIPAL COURT (90) 
45.5 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000, small 

claims under $500. 

- Direct appeals of judgment of death. 
- All other appeals are discretionary. 

COURTS OF APPEAL (5) 
56 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from Superior Court except 

in judgment of death. 

SUPERIOR COURT (58) 
551 judges and 95 commissioners and 
referees ' 
Unlimited original jurisdiction: 
- Primarily handles civil actions over 

$5,000, equity, domestic relations. 
Exclusive jurisdiction overprobate. 

- Primarily handles felonies. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile. 
Appeals de novo of small claims cases in 

municipal courts and civil cases in 
justice courts. 

Appeals on record of other municipal 
court cases and criminal cases from 
justice courts. 

Jury trials. 

JUSTICE COURT (107) 
108 judges '::, 
JUrisdiction: 
- Civil law under $1,000, small claims 

under $500. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

felony preliminaries. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

] 

] 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
Appellate 

Court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts 
of 

limited 
jurisdiction 

\ 

() 

CALIFORNIA SUl'REIIK mORT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
Jll1y I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cr1a1nal: 

Direct appealsj .......................................... .. 
Other criminal ........................................... .. 

Total crim111s1 .................................................................................... ., .... .. 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Civil •••••• ,' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -•••••••••••••• 
Criminal ................................................ . 

Total .................................. " ................. .. 
Disciplinary matters' 

Attorney diSciplinary proceedingsj ••••••• ' ••••••••••••••••• 
Advisory opinion: 

Executive clemency applications ................................................. .. 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Requests to appealj: 
Civil: 

Civil appeals .......................................... .. 
Civil original proceedings .............................. . 

Total ........................................................................................................ .. 
Criminal: 

Cr1a1nal appeals ....................................... .. 
Criminal original proceedings (habeas corpus) •••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••• to ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0,"" ••••• 

Other proceedings, 
Rehearing requests •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters' 

Transfer and rctransfer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Orders/writs to show cause .................................. . 
Motions decided ............................................. .. 
Miscellaneous .............. ' ................................. . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings ....................................... .. 

Manner of disposition 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

lfTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Appeals Original 
Civil Criainal proceedings 
~ ---3-2-- 42 

Other 
proceedings Total 

o l30 Written opinion •••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A a This case tlip'e is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed Disposed 

0 (131)e 58 

3 X 
0 ( 97)e X 
3 ( 97)e 32 
3 (228)e 90 

272 24)e 1771 
466 21)e 4601 

738 45)e 637 

61 61 

701 51 
869 ( 45)e 749 

1,186 1,055 (131)e 
382 358 ( 24)e 

1,568 1,413 (lS5)e 

1,170 1,073 ( 97)e 
402 381 ( 21)e 

1,572 1,454 (ll8)e 
3,140 2,867 (273)e 
4,009 ( 45)e 3,616 (273)e 

4,012 (273)e 3,706 (273)e 

N/A 62 

N/A 213 
N/A 87 
N/A ll8 
N/A 1,770 
N/A 2,188 

N/A 2,250 

Disposition of criainal appeals-

Affirmed ......................... . 
Affirmed with modifications ••••••• 

7 
4 

Reversed, no retrial ............... 1 
Reversed for expected retrial ••••• 12 
Remanded to Court of Appeal........ 3 

X - The data for this case type are known to be include':' in the total but were not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

157 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

lfTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

lfTA 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
!I/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Petitions for hearings granted are not counted as a disposed petition until the resulting appeal or ol<iginal proceeding is disposed; a 
filing is not counted for the appeal or original proceeding. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in PQrentheses. ~/ 

jExplanatioll of data included in the category: 
Direct cri.inal appeals are capitsl (death penalty) cases only. 
When an attorney files a petition for a writ of review in the Supreme Court, the diseiplina~ aacter is docketed as a civil origilUll 

-proceeding, and the case is reflected both in the filillgs and, when decided, in the dispositions. Petitions for a writ of review were 
filed in 4 of the 61 disciplinary _tters and petitions to set aside or stay suspension were filed in 2 of the cases. 

Requests to appeal are petitions for hearing cases previously decided by the Courts of Appeal. ' 
ISl'ecia1 source or revision in the da ta: 

Figures for civil and criminal original juriadiction cases Clisposed and the number of executive clemency applications filed were supplied by 
the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

IDcategortes for disposition type or trial data: 
Disposition of appeals data include only criminal appeals terminated by written opinion. 

Source, Judicial Council of California, 1979 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been compl!ted where necessary, and additional data were supplied 
by th" office of the court during data verificatipn. 
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CALIFORNIA mORTS OF APPEAL 
Intermediate appe1late court 

5 districts, 56c judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; ••• 
Total other cases ............... oo ................................ oo ..... .. 

Total cases ......................................... oo ......................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests .......................... oo ........................ . 

Other matters: 
Motions to dismiss on clerk I s certificate ................. oo ..... . 

Motions .......................... ~ * ................. * ................... oooo 

Orders (miscellaneous) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings .......... oo ................................ oo .;: •••• 

Beginning 
pending' 

2,597 
2,566 
5,163 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

--wA 

5,163i 

N/A 

N/A 
NiA 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Filed 

3,518 
3,947 
7,465 

3,830 
1,042 
4,8n 
4,872 

12,337 

N/A 

681 
N/A 
N/A 
~i 

681i 

Disposed 

4,4831 
4,1001 
8,583 

3,6191 
1,0091 
4,628 

4,628 

13,211 

1,428 

N/A 
1,077 
8,967 

10,044i 

11,472i 

Manner of dispositionID., Disposition of appesla (criminal~ 

Written opinion 

Appesla Original 
Civil Crinnal proceedings Total 
2,408 ~ 407 6,093 

Status of pending cases (6/30/78) 

Affirmed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed wi th modifications •••••• 
Reversed, no retrial ............... . 
Reversed Lor expected retrial .... .. 

Civil Criminal 
Appeals not ready for calendar .................. ' ••• l,616h ~ 
Appeals argued, calendared, or ready for calendar •• 1,279 859 

Total 
3,385h 
2,138 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications ",sed by the NCSP. 
N/ A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

CJudge information: 
There were 57.5 full-time judge equivalents in the Courts of Appeal during fiscal year 1977-1978. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annua~-: report. 

hFigure was computed: 

2,553 
376 

17 
308 

End 
pending 

2,895g 
2,628g 
5,523g 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

--wA 

5,523i 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

The number of pending appeals not ready for ('~\lendar was comp~ted by subtracting the number argued, calendared, or ready for ~alendar from 
the total number pending. 

iData are not complete: 
Total cases pending do not include original proceedings., 
Total other matters and other proceedings tfled include 0111y motions to dismiss on clerk's certificate. Filings are not reported f.or 

o2her categories. 

Total other matters and other proceedings disposed do not include disposition of motions to dismiss on clerk's certification. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

Breakdowns of appeals and original jurisdiction cases disposed into civil and crJainal categories were supplied by the administrative office 
of the cC:lrt during data verification. 

mcategories for disposition type "or trial data: 
There were 4,252 authored majoiity opinions and 1,707 "by the court" majority opinions that disposed of 6,093 cases. 
Disposition of appeals data i'l,clude only crimiunl appeals terminated by written opinion. 

Source: Judicial Council of California, 1979 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been <:oI:lputed where necessary, and additional data were SUpplied 
by the administrative office of the court during the pI;ocess of data verification. 

CALIFORNIA SUPERIOR mORT 

58 courts, 551 
Court of general jurisdiction 

judges and 95 full-time commissioners 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

aud refereE:s 

Beginning 
pending 

Civild , 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Personal injury' and property damage--motor vehicles .... ';. •••• 

Other tort .... oo ................................................... . 

Total ................. * ...... * ................... * ................. . 
Real property rightl" 

Eminent domain (purcels) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Da.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Family lawj •••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Other estate: 

Probate and guardianship •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental health •••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of tdal court case: \, 
Appeal;;; from lower ('ourts ......................... * ........... * • 

ExtraordInary writ: 
Habeas corpus .............................. oo ........ * ........... * •• 

Other civil: 
Other complaints ........ \ .... " •••••••••••••••••• It ......... 0 •••••• 

Other petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. •••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Total •••••• oo ............ *1' ••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0.0 •••••••••• 'OO. ~ 

Total civil .................... " ........... 0 ••••••••••• ,I ................ .. 

Criminald : 
Felony: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juveuile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Delinquency ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
N~D-offense: 

Dependency ••••• 0 .......... I ................. * ............... 0 •••••• 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••• ; ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grant total .............. oo .... I •• * ••••••• * .............................. . 

Civil": 
Auto.1tort •••• , .' •••••••••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights ••••••• 
Domes tic re.1a tiona ......... .. 
Estate ./;:; •••••••••••••••••• 
Mental 'health •••••••••••••• 
Appea1m .\1 .................. . 

Other civil •••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••• ; * ................. . 

Criminal: 
r:';:" Felony ...................... . 

Appeal~ •••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ••••• , •••••••••••• 

1,051 
991 

55 
13 
99 
76 
o 

769 
3,054 

4,914 
o 

4,914 
7,968 

Triald 

Non-jury 

1,120 
1,066 

459 
142,U6 

55,348 
3,828 
9,856 

42,977 
256,830 

2,579 
o 

2,579 
259,409 

2,171 
2,057 

514 
142,189 

55,447 
3,904 
9,856 

43,746 
259,884 

7,493 
o 

7,493 
267,377 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

FEed 

58,822 
27,907 
86,729 

2,725 

63,774 
4,055 

11,893 

12,721 

88,349 
117,949 
206,298 

563,355 

55,369 

~ 

58,077 

87,703 

17,524 

105,227 

726,659 

Disposed 

42,984 
21,442 
64,426 

2,047 

151,138 

59,780 
4,081 

11,014 

11,339 

51,911 
92,628 

144,539 

448,364 

49,003 

~ 

51,369 

83,334 

16,013 

99,347 

599,080 

Criminal dispositionsm 

Jury trial: 
Acquitted or dismissed •••••••••• 
Convicted ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Acquitted or dismissed •••••••••• 
Convicted ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea ••••••• , •••••••••••••••• 
Trans ferred ........................... . 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

902 
4,012 

679 
1,900 

35,787 
436 

5,287 

CIvil dispositionsm 

Auto 
tort 

Dismissed for lack of prosecution ••••••••••••• 1,528 
Other dhmissals and transfers •••••••••••••••• 38,247 
Summary judgments ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 96 
A;U other judgments before triBl •••••••••••••• 942 

Other 
tort -m 

17,898 
188 
343 

Real pr"perty 
rights 

36 
829 

2 
666 

Domestic 
relations 

2,899 
5,528 

16 
506 

Estate 
--rr-
2,759 

26 
1,526 

Other 
civil 
3,718 

55,677 
1,1.90 

40,208 

Total 
9,159 

120,938 
1,518 

44,191 

159 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

fIlA 

(continued on next page) 
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California Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the cour,t, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is swor.n. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Family law includes annulment, divorce, and separate maintenance cases. 

meategories for disposition type or trial data: '. 
Ci.vil trials include l!1ental health hearings; they do not include habeas corpus hearings. 
Ci.vil disposition types do not include data for habeas corpus or appeal hearings. . 
There were 3,277 juries sworn for the 3,054 ci.vi.l cases disposed by jury trial, and 5,194 juries sworn for the 4,914 cr:lJrlnal defendants 

disposed by jury trial. 
Civi.l appeals and criJoinoll appeals trial data sre for appeals disposed by trial de novo; appeals disposed after hearing are not included. 

Source: Judicial Council of California, 1979 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1979), and unpublished data provided by the administrative office of the courts. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished 
data except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

CALIFORNIA JUSTICE roURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

107 courts, 108 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Civild : 
Small clai.ms ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

T.otal civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hisd",""""or: 
Group A misdemeanor ........................................... . 
Group B misdemeanor .......................................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation: 

Non-traffic infractions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prel:1ai.nary heari.ng: 

Felonies ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

rraffic: 
Parking: 

Illegal parking •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffi.c vi.olation: 

GrQup C misdemeanor j ............................................................. ' ................... I 

, Group D misdemeanor .................................................................................. .. 
Traffic infractions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .... ~ ........................ IO ............................... IO ... ,~" ...................... .. 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ................................................................................ .. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

32,128 
13,907 

45,635 

24,237 
26,009 
50,246 

4,919 

~ 

63,500 

151,532 

21,206 
30,563 

380,107 
431,876 

583,408 

692,543 

Disposed End 
pending 

24,2011 N/A 
~l N/A 

33,390 N/A 

21,288 N/A 
23,303 N/A 
44,591 N/A 

4,237 N/A 

7,159kl N/A 

55,987 N/A 

114,0391 N/A 

16,621 N/A 
:n,526 N/A 

324,5711 N/A 
374,718 N/A 

488,757 N/A 

578;134 N/A 

(continued on next page) 
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California Justice Court (continued) 

Trialdl 

Jury Non-jury 
Ci.vil: 

Small claiDlS . .............. 17,209 
Other civil . ............... 17 1,692 

Total . ...................... 17 18,1)01 
Cr:lJrlnal: 

Misdemeanor ................ 474 2,447 
Ordinance vi.olation ........ 0 191 
Felonies .......... IO .................. 38 3,493 

Total ........................ 512 6,1.31 
Traffic: 

Parking .................... 0 720 
Other traffic violation . ... 476 17,764 

Total . ...................... 476 18,484 
Grand total .................. 1,005 43,516 

Traffic dispositi6hsl 

Jury trial: 
Convic ted .•..............•... 0 
Acquitted or dismissed ••••••• 0 

Non- jury trial: 
Convicted •••••••••••••••••••• 414 
Acquitted or dismissed ••••••• 291 
Juvenile order ••••••••••••••• 15 

Gui! ty plea •••••••••••••••••••• 4,430 
Transf erred •••••••••••••••••••• 26 
Bail forfeiture •••••••••••••••• 100,133 
Dismissals ••••••••••••••••••••• 8,730 

Other traffic 
violation 

365 
III 

7,454 
2,777 
7,533 

64,496 
3,459 

247,022 
41,501 

~ 

17,209 
1,709 

18,918 

2,921 
191 

3,531 
6,643 

720 
18,240 
18,960 
44,521 

365 
III 

7,868 
3,068 
7,548 

68,926 
3,485 

347,155 
50,231 

Ci.vil dispositionsl 

Small claims 
Dismissed for lack of prosecution... 2,984 
Other dismissals or transfers •••••• 3,950 
Summary judgments •••••••••••••••••• 0 
All other judgments •••••••••••••••• 58 

Criminal dispositionsl 

Ord1.nance 
Misdemeanor violation 

Jury trial: 
Convicted .............. 281 0 
Acquitted or dismissed •• 193 0 

Non- jury trial: 
Convicted or bound over 1,499 99 
Acquitted or dismissed •• 883 63 
Juvenile order ......... 65 29 
Bound over .. , .......... 

Guilty plea ..... , ........ 22,601 911 
Transferred .............. 322 12 
Bail forfeiture .......... 12,470 2,330 
Dismissals ............... 6,277 793 

if' 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or un! t of coun t: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petilion or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when jury selection begins. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the pOint when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

jExplallation of data included in the category: 

Other civil 
738 

1,270 
748 

4,724 

Felonies 

10 
28 

151 
491 

0 
.~,851 

2,273 
150 

0 
1,205 

Group C misdemeanors include hit and run, drunk driving, reckless driving--injury, and driving under the influence of drugs cases. 
kAdditional information: . 

Of the 7,159 felony prel:l.inary hearing cases disposed, 1,890 felony charges were reduced to misdemeanors. 
lSpecial SQurce or revision in the data: 

Total 
3,722 
5,220 

748 
4,782 

~ 

291 
221 

1,749 
1,437 

94 
2,851 

25,785 
484 

14,800 
8,275 

Revisions made in disposition figures, and trial and type of disposition breakdowns for all categaries were supplied by the administrative 
office 'of the court during data verification. 

Source: Judicial Council of Cal~fornia, 1979 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions and additional data 
were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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CALIFOlUlIA HIlHlCIPAL COURT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
90 courts, 455 authorized judgships 

July 1, 1977 to June lO, 1978 

Civi.1d : 
Small. claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other dv:U. ................................................... . 

Total civil ................................................ • ••• • 

Crimina.1d : 
Misdemeanor: 

Group A misdemeanor .................................................................................. .. 
Group B misdemeanor ............................................................ ~ .................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Ordinance nolation: 

Non-traffic infractions ..................................... . 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

421,534 
361,332 

782,866 

342,133 
185,417 
527,550 

48,572 

Disposed 

318,013 
271,604 

589,617 

318,534 
172,653 
491,187 

39,395 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
lI/A 

N/A 

84,479kl N/A 
PreUlOinary hearing: \ 

Felonies .................................................... . N/A " ,. ' 96,980 

Total criminal ......................................................... ' ...... ' ....... o. ...................... .. 

Traffic: 
Parlcing: 

Illegal parking ............................................. . 
Other traffic nolation: 

Group ·C misdemeanorj ................................................................................ .. 
Group D misdemeanor ................................................................................. .. 
Traffic infractions ........ ',' .............................. .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ................. .. 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Grand total ..................................................... . 

Civil: 
Small claims 
Other dv:U. .................. ,. •• 

Total ............................ . 
Criminal: 

621 
621 

Non-ju'OL ~ 

244,838 244,838 
77 ,136 77,757 

321,974 322.595 

N/A 673,102 615,061 N/A 

N/A 9,417,:311 7,982,468 N/A 

N/A 254,255 203,806 N/A 
N/A 233,301 369,672 N/A 
N/A 4,509,987 3,970,411 N/A 
N/A 4,997.543 4,543,889 N/A 

N/A 14,414,1:154 12,526,357 N/A 

N/A 15,570,822 13,731,035 N/A 

Cinl dispositionsl 

Misdemeanor .......................................... .. 4,793 
o 

116 
4,909 

9,965 14,758 Small claims 
Dismissed for lack of prosecution... 9,160 
Other dismissals or transfers •••••• 64,015 

Other dvil Total 
Ordinance nolation ............ .. 
FlOlonies ......................... . 

Total ............................ . 
Traffic: 

Pa,,1cing ......................... . 
Other traffic nolation •••••••••• 

Total ............................ . 
Grand total .,'r .................... .. 

o 
3.712 
3.712 
9.242 

639 
45,676 
56,280 

76,998 
141.953 
218.951 
597,205 

Traffic dispositional 

Jury trial: 
Acquitted or dismissed •••••• 0 
Convicted ....... ,..... ....... 0 

Other traffic 
nolation 

1,015 
2,697 

Non-jury trial: ' 
Acquitted or dismissed...... 8,679'~\ 38,519 
Convicted ......... :......... 67,845\ \ 63,493 
Juvenile order "........ ...... 177 \, \ 39,941 

Guilty plea ................... 110,007 \'\981,021 
llail forfeiture ............... 6,969.119 \. 658,681 
Dismissals .................... 826,055 ,.\ "~2,146 

639 
45,792 
61.,189 

76,998 
145,665 
222,663 
606,447 

1,015 
2,697 

47,495 
131,338 

40,118 
1,091',028 
9,627,800 
1,578,201 

6,665 

Summary judgments •••••••••••••••••• 0 
All other judgments ................ 0 

Crilllina.1 disposi ti onsl 

Misdemeanor 
Jury trial: 

Acquitted or dismissed. 1,957 
Convicted ............. 2.836 

Non-jury trial: 
Acquitted or dismissed. 4,958 
Convic ted or ,bound over 4,722 
Juvenile order •• iJ ••••• 285 
Bound over ............ ;, 

Pleas of guil ty ....... " .. 311,000 
llail forfeitures ........ 48,558 
Dismissals ............... 109,~41 
Transferred ..... ' ........ 1,230 

Ordinan<:e 
nolation 

0 
0 

233 
398 

8 

10,614 
15,462 
12,613 

6.7 

9.886 19,046 
56,425 120,440 

3,800 3,800 
~23,736 123,736 

55 
61 

3,330 
964 

0 
41,382 
21,270 

0 
16,693 

724 

2.012 
2.897 

8,521 
6,084 

293 
41,382 

348,884 
64.020 

138,947 
2,021 

Transferred................... 289 \ ?376 

~~--------------------------------------~\ \:~------------~.~------.------------------,------------------------------~-------\ -\ ~} 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications usedl, ~,\y the NCSP. 
N/ A = This case type is handled by the court, but .the data ar~ unavaila~le. 
-- a Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filIng uf a petition or complaint. 
The criminal esse unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment. or complaint. 
A trial is couqted when commenced. A jury trial is commenced once jury selecti,on begins; a non-jury trial at; the point when an opening 

statement or the introduc.tion of a~y evidence occurs. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Group C misdemeanors include hit and run, drunk driving" reckless driving--injury, and driving under the influence of drugs caaes. 
kAdditional information: 

Of the 84.479 felony prellainary hearing d~sPositions, 16,516 felony charges were reduced to lllisdemeanox~'., 
lSpecial' source or revision in data: "Iv 

Disposition figure is as reviSed by the administrative office of. the. courts during data verification. 
Trial and disposition dat" were supplied by the administrative office of the court, during data verification. 

Source: ' J"dicial Council of California, 1979 Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the California Courts (San Francisco, California: 
1979). Statistics are from the annual ~e,port except thst to.tals have been computed where nec",ssary, a"d revisions and additions were 
Supplied by the administrative office of the 'court during data,.,verification. 

COLORADO COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

DISTRICT COURT (22) 
100 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, civil, probate, 

and mental health except in 
Denver. 

- Criminal. 
- Juvenile exc~pt in Denver: 
Appeals on record or de novo. 

Jury trials. 

WATER COURT (7) 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Initial appellate jurisdiction in cases 

involving constitutionality of statute, 
municipal charter provision, or ordi
nance; actions of Public Utilities 
Commission; water cases; and 
Election Code. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts, Industrial 

Commission, and Banking Board. 

t 
.---___ ..a.-t __ -.., 

Constitutionality of 
statute, ordinance, or 

municipal charter provision 

DENVER PROBATE COURT 
1 judge 

DENVER JUVENILE COURT 
3 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over all 

probate matters and in the ad
judication of the mental health 
hearings. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in adoption, 

parentage, and s~upport. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile 

matters. 

] 

7 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Determination of water rights, 

uses and administration of water, 
and all other water matters., 

DENVER SUPERIOR COURT 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil matters over $500 and under 

$5,000, small claims. 
Appeals on record from Denver 

County Courts. 

Certiorari 
appeals from 1-----Denver County and 

Municipal Courts 

.. 
COUNTY COURT (63) 
106 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

, Jury trials. 

Court of 
record 

_ Civil cases under $500 except titles 
to or boundary of real property. 

_ Misdemeanors, felohy preliminaries. 
Al;'peals de novo. 

I ury trials. 

" ~ 
Court not 
of ricord 

MUNICIPAL COURT (197) r " 
174 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations and 

traffk. '/; ---_"l", -------"' .. ' ----... 
t Indicates C}oute of appeal. 

t 
DenverCountyand 

Municipal Courts 
, only. 

-
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Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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COLORADO SUl'REIIE mORT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

End Beginning 
pending Filed \~1 Disposed 

pending 

Cases: 

X X 

Appeals: 
CivUj X 63 
Criminal: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 99 X X 
Interlocutories .......... ., .......... ~, ............................................................. .. X 26 X X 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 125 X X 

X X 

PostconviC",tion reaedy: 
Habeas corpus ......................................................................................... ~ .. X 26 

Other appeals: 
Statutory review ................................................................................... j .. X 0 X X 
Reopened cases' ........................................................................................ .. X 4 X X 

X 4 X X Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• --X ----mr --X- --X 

Other cases: 
Original ~roceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interrogatories .................................................................................. .. 
Rule 21.1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bail reduction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
D;I~sciplinary matters: 

Disciplinary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Reques ts to appeal: 
Petition in certiorari ........................................................................ .. 

X 
X 
0 
X 

I<-

X 
X 

X 

251 X X 
3 X X 
0 X 0 
1 X X 

255 X X 

28 X X 
283 X X 

353 X X 
Total other cases .................................................................................. . --X- '""636 --X- ---X 

Total cases ................................................................................ .. 374 854k 893 335 

Hanner of disposition Stattis of pending cases (6/30/78) 

Written opinion ••••••••••••••••••••• 322 Cases not ye tat issue ...................................................... 91 
Without opinion ••••••••••••••••••••• 561, Cases at issue: 
Transferred to Court of Appeals ••••• 7 Cases at issue awaiting oral.,argument ........................ 30 

Cases orally argued awaiting opinion ••••••••••••••• 48 
Reopened cases ......................................................... >.\ .. .. .. .. 6 
Cases submitted without oral argument ........ \,-" .. ...... ... 34 
Decision announced awaiting action on rehearing ........ 14 
Decisions announced awaiting formal, closing .... 0 ... 0.... 5 
Held in abeyance ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

" Total at issue ••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ". 138 
Certiora,r1. cases at various pending stages ............... o. 10'6 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
lC= The data for this case type are known to b<; included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
'. Civ:Ll appeals includes water cases, PoU.C. decision, and constitutional questions. 

kAdditiona1 information: 
Total ,cases filed includes 66 cases transferred from the Court of Appeals. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1977-78 (Denver, Colorado: 1978). 
Statistics are from the annual report except thst totals have been computed where necessary~_'1 
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COLORADO mORT OF Al'PKALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

10 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civilj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CriJainal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of"'~~ainistrative agency case: 

Indus tria\~ commission ................................... ~ .................... . 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases ....................................................................... .. 

Total caseD .............................................................................. .. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

884' 

165 

Filedj Disposed End 
pending 

718j X X 
319j X X 

82 X X 
1,119 1,001 1,002 

1,119 1,001 1,002 

Hanner of disposition Status of pending cases 6/30/78 

Written opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 
Memo opinion .......................... . 
Without opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 
Trl:tOsferred to Supreme Court ...... .. 

554 
98m 

283 
66 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Cases not yet at issue .................. .. 
Cases at issue: 

At issue awaiting oral argument ...... 
Orally argued awaiting opinion ••••• 
Submitted without oral argument •••• 

Total at issue .................................. . 

Blank space - Not enough information is, known. The case cntegory mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Civil 
--X-

93 
57 

X 
X 

Appeals 
~ Agency Total 

X X 741 

31 10 134 
13 39 109 

X X 18 
X X 261 

Appeals filed include three reopened civil appeals and one reopened criJainal appeal. 
CivU appeals includes appeals from the District Courts and the Banking Board. 

t1lInformation on disposition or trial data: 
Memo opinions were discontinued on December 8, 1977. The figure reported represents the number of memo opinions written between July 1;' 

1977 and December 8, 1977. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1977-78 (Deriver, Colorado: 1978). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

COLORADO DISTRICT mORT, 
DENVER SUPERIOR mORT, DENVER JUVENILE mORT, 

AND DENVER PROBATa mORTj 
Court of general jurisdict:ion 

22 districts, 105c judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978' 

Civi1d : (, 
l.aw: 

Money demands " •••••••••••••••••••• ( ....................... ',' 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Personal injury--motor vehiclej ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Otber tort: 
Personal inju'ry~other ........................................ .. 
Property damage •••••••••••• ~ ................................ . 
Wrongful death ••••••••••••••••• ;' •••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• 

Tota;L •••••••••••• t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •• 

Total ....................................................... . 
Real property rigbts: 
Re~l and personP-l property ,.' •• ' ...................... \~ •• ~ •••••• 

Doaestic relations: " 
HBrriage dissolution: 

Dissolution of marriage ...... ~ ............................. .. 
Legal separation .............................................. . 

, Invalidity ,of marriage ................................... . 
Total .................................................... • •••• -•• 

Support/custody; 
Patornity and support •••••••••••••• , •• t ................... . 

Child ~ustody ; ••••••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Jtecip~ocal nonsupport interstat~, .......................... ~! •• 

Reciprocal support ,intrastate ............................. . 
Total ........................................... •••••••••••• • 

Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , .......................... . 
Other da.estie relations: • 

Misce~laneou:s .............. , •••••••••••• I, •• ' I •••••••••••••••• 

foatjudguient act!o~ils filed ................................. . 
Tota~ ••••••• ~ •••••••.•••••••• , •••••••••• I ................... . 

Total ••• I •••• ~-••••••••••••••••••••• l! •• I .......................... . 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

Filed 

14,147 

1,494 

1,069 
803 
115 

1,987 
,3,481 

4,933 

23,471 
493 
139 

24,103 

4,046 
194 

6,285 
797 

11,322 
2,039 

298 
1,713 
8,011 

45,475 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X K 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 

II X X 
X X 

(continued .on next page) 



"""', 

'Y; 

166 

Colorado Distric.t Court, Denver Superior Court, Denver Juvenile Court, and Denver Probate Court (continued) 

Estate: 
:Probate!W<JJ.s!intestate: 

Int~states ............................................................. " ..................... . 
Testates ............................................................ . 
Small estates ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship! conservatorship! trusteeship: 

Guardianships ••••••••••••••••••• V" ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Conservatorships .................................................... . 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other estate: 
l-liscellaneous .......................................................... . 
Post judgment actions filed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

H;~~:i ~i~i.;································r'················ 
Short-term. trea tment .............................................................. .. 
Developmentally disabled admissions ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for evaluation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Long-term treatment ......................................................... . 
Alcoholism com.mitments .......... c ................................... e' ...... .. 

Post judgment actions filed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous ............................................................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal.: 

Appeal. of aru.inistrative agency case: 
Administrative review and local governments ....................... . 

Appeal of trial court case: 
"Municipal court and county court Bp;~als ...................... . 

Total ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~xtraord{nary writs: 
. Miscellaneous j •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil: ' 
Post judgment actions filed •••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

CriIdnald : 
Felony: 

Offenses agains t the person ................................................. . 
Offenses against property ................................. .. 
Offense involving fraud .................................... . 
Offenses involving governmental' operation .f 'I" ................... .. 
Drug and narcotic offenses .................... :-; ........................ . 
Mispellaneous offenses ........ ~~ ....................................... .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••• ;' ••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal. of trial court: case: 
Municipal and county court appeals ...................... .. 

Otber c:rim:J.nal: 
Non-offensej . '" .............................. ........................ .. 
Post judgment actions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••• ; ................................................ . 

Total c.~iminalk ........ ~\ ..................................... " .................... . 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Delinquer",y ................................................. .. 
Status offense: (/ 

Child in need of support ..... : .... ; ....................... .. 
Non-off('.nse: 

Dependency and neglect pe t1 tions ... , •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile: 

Relinquishments .............. , ............................. . 
Miscellaneous ••.. ' ..•.•.• '" .................................................. . 
Post judgment actions filed ............................... , •• 

Total ....................................................... . 

Total jliVenilek ............................................ ~ ........ . 
,~ 

Grand total k 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,169 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

x 
X 

__ X_ 

12,415 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

89',046 

1,378' 
3,295 

259 
4,932 

330 
7.71 

1,101 

537 
697 

1,234 
7 ,267 

942 
17 

917 
32 

240 
750 

35 
2,933 

685 

115 
800 

4,162 

...!...!!!. 
90,309 

1,868 
5,581 

840 
247 
767 

1,301 
10,604 

399 

401 
3,621 

, 4,022 

15,025' 

Ci271 

924 

2,191 

485 
594 

6,317 

~ 

16,782 

122,116 

X a The data for., this case type are known tei' be included in the total but were not available by categ"ry. 

cJudge"information: 
Five, of these 105 judges serve in the Denver Superior, Juvenile, and Probate Courts. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants, on the information ot indictment. 

jExplanation of dat!' incloded in the category: . 
:Personal injury-motor vehicle includes related property damag-.. 
M{scellaneousunder extraordinary writs, includes habeas corl'us and other remedial writs, ;lnjunctionn. etc. 
Criminal includes fe10Dies as well ~s cases filed as felonies but reduced to misdeaeanors. 
Crilllinal non-offense cases include extradil<ions, revocationa, parole, 'and release from commitment hearings. 

X 
(I X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

2,834 

X 

X 
X 

X 

___ X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
)( 
X 

X 

X 
6,541 

___ X 

15,837 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

~ 
X 

113,~,91 

o • 
Source: Office of the State Court Admtnistrator, Annual Statistical Report of tl~ll ColoradooJudiciary 19'17-78 (Dei1ve~. Colorado: 

Statistics are ,from the' annual report except that totals have been comput,ed where necessary. 

(j 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,268 

X 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

___ X 

11,603 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

___ X 

X 

97,971 

1978). 

'1 \, 

) " 

J 

COLOlWlO VATEIl muaTB 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 7 district judges serve 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Beginning 

167 

Flledj End pending Disposed 
pending CiVild:~------------------------------------------------~--~~~~------------~~~----------~~~~~ __________ ~~~~ 

Ileal property rights: 

X 2,585 
X 230 
X 3 
X 50 

3,090 2,868 

Water adjudications ....................................... .. 
Diligence findings ........................................ .. 
~e~iej petitions ..................... ' ....................... . 

To~a~r ..................................... ; ...................... . .... - ................................................... . 
Total civil 

3,090 2,868 
. ................................................... . 

3,090 2,868 
Grand total .. ;~.\ .. ................................................ . 
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total 

but were not available by category. 
aCourt jurisdiction: 

Data for this court are included ith th 1 
dCase definition or unit of count: w e genera jurisdiction courts since District Court judges serve. 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or c ~plaint. 
j£xplanation of data included in the r.ategory: 

~iled :ncludes original actions filed and post judgment actio~ filed. 
Other includes cases involving springs, waste waters. etc. 

Source: 

X 
X 
X 
X 

1,963 

1,963 

1,963 

Office of the State Court ,Administrator, Annual Statistical Report 
Statistics are' from the annual report except that totals have been of the Colorado Judiciary 1977-78 (Denver, Colorado: 

computed where necessary .. 

\,\ 

X 
X 
X 
X 

3,995 

3,995 

3,995 

1978). 

~ , ' 

Q. 
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Civild: 

COLORADO corilrrr COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

63 counties, 106 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30,. 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

S"",ll c:lsilIlBa ••••••••••••••• '\' ••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••• 1,510 
Other civil: 

Civil •.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Crimiruild : 
Kisdemeanorj ................................................................................................. .. 
Prelilllinary hearing ........................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

('rand total 

11,471 

12,981 

12,484 
o 

12,484 

43,762 

69,227 

Filed Disposed 

10,294 !i,189 

54,051 51,926 

64,345 61,115 

27,073 25,273 
16,005 16,005 

43,078 41,278 

153,103 148,679 

260,526 251,072 

Triald Traffic dispositiona 
Jury fum-jury ~ 

Civil: 
SlIIall clsillS ............. 3,451 3,451 
Other civil .............. 47 4,191 4,238 

Total ...................... 47 7,,642 7,689 
Crilllinal: 

Misdemeanor .............. 242 1,554 1,796 
Traffic .................... 754 8,342 9,096 

Total ....................... 1,043 17,538 18,582 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
- = Not applicable. 

aCCIUrt jurisdiction: 
The small claims division ,of the County Court became effective in October 1976. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
C A civil case is counted with the filing of a petitiOli or complaint. 

Traffic viols tions bureau •••••••• 1,420 

The criminal esse unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when ,the jury is sworn. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Kisde...anor includes only those cases filed as misdemeanors, and not those filed as felonies but reduced to misdew;anors. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Statistical Report of the Colorado Judiciary 1977-78 (Denver, Colorado: 
Statistics are from. the annual report except that totals have 'been ccmputed where necessary. 

COLORADO HlINICIPAL COUllT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

197 courts, 174 judges 
July I, 1977 to Jun~ 3D, 1978 

-- -.::---~, 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1977-78. 

End 
pen~ 

2,615 

13,596 

16,211 

14,284 
___ 0 

14,284 

48,186 

78,681 

1978). 

1 

. ) 

,. o 

CONNECTICUT COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

t 
SUPERIOR COURT (9) 
45 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and equity over $7,500 

(exclusive O\'er $15,000), divorce. 
- Criminal (exclusive jurisdiction if 

sentence greater than 5'Years). 
Appeals de novo from Probate Court. 
Appeals on recoi'd from Juvenile Court . 
Appellate session hears from 

court of Common Pleas. 

Jury trials . 

JUVENILE COURT (3) 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in matters of 

juvenile delinquency, dependency and 
neglect. 

,t Indicates route of appeal • 

SUPREME COURT 
6 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from appella te session of 

Superior Court upon certification. 
- Appeals as a matter of right from 

decisions of Superior and Common 
Pleas Courts (except zoning which 
must be certified by two justices). 

4 

'COURTOF 
COMMON PLEAS (19) 
61 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and equity under $15,000 
- Crimir,al cases with possible fine less 

than $1,000 and/or sentence less than 
1 year. 

Jury trials. 

,t o 

PROBA TE COURT (129) 
129 judges 
JurisdictiOJ 
- Original civil jurisdiction in probate 

matters. 

(r 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

169 
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COIiHECTICUT SUl'REKE COURT 
Court of last resort 

6 justices 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Ci.vi1 ...................................................... .. 
Crt.i.na1 .................................................... . 

'Iotal appeals ...................................................... {' ......................................... . 

Other cases: 
Odginal proceedi.ngs ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitio:ls for certification .............................. .. 
Total ocher cases 

Total cases ................ * 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions ........................................................................................... . 
Reservations .' .................................. ' ......................................................... .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total other proceedings ....................................... .. 

Manner of disposition 

Appeuls 

Beginning 
pending 

398 
89 
~ 

N/A 
lfTA 

4871. 

N/A 
N/A 
Ii/A 

N/A 

Filed 

393 
81 

4'f4 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

'" 

Disposed 

304 
49 

353 

65 --rr 

418 

438k 
8 
~ 

446 

Disposi tion of appealsa 

End 
pending 

487 
121 

6'08 

N/A 
lfTA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Ci.vi.l Crimi.nal Total 
~ ---4-1-- ~ 

Aff1P11ed (no error) ................................... 128 
By opinion ............. .. ReverMd (error, no further proceedings)............... 32 

Reversed ,and remanded (error, further proceedings)..... 56 
Reservatloqs ................................ ,................................................... 8 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space m Not enough information is known. The case category mayor liIllY not be handled by the court. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable,' 

inata are not complete: 
Total canes pending and filed do not include data for petitions for certification. 

kAdditional information: 
One hundred forty four of th~ four ,hundred thirty eight motions acted on were argued. 

mlnformation or disposition type' or trial data: 
Disposition information is siven for appeals decided by opinion between October 1977 and October 1978. All other data on this chart were 

drawn from the normal fiscal year July to June time period. 

Source: Chief CO\:rt Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1976-78 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1979). 
Statistics are from the biennual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

;) 

~ 

I 

,.J 

COIiHECTICUT SUPERIOR (x)Ull.T 
Cou~t of general jurisdicti.on 

9 courts, 45 judges 
Jn1y I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

,) Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

ChUd: 
Doaestic rClatlons: 

Family docket •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

12,533f 16,561 15,048 

Appeal. of trial. court case: 
Appellate session ........................................ .. 

Otber ci.vU: 
113 163 

Non-family docket ........ ' ••• ; ............................... . 21,612f 11,365 ~ 
Total civil 34,258f 28,089 24,487 

Cri.aina1d : 
Fe1ony/ai.sdeaeanor: 

Criminal categoriesj ....................................... . 
Appeal: 

3,801fh 3,8111 3,750 

Appellate session ......................................... .. ~ ~ -E 
Total criminal ••••.•••.•••..•..•.••.•.•..........••........•.•. 3,851f 3,871 3,797 

Grand total 
••••••••••••••••••• •••••• • •••••••••••••• t .•••••••••••• 38,109f 31,960 28,284 

Triald Crill1nal dispositions 

Ci'l'il ...................... . 
Cri.a1nal (felony/alsd ..... anor) 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••• 

ChU: 

Jury 
186 
103 
289 

Non-jury 
251 

46 
297 

Total 
-ru 

149 
586 

Time interval (average months) 

Guilty, nolo plea .............. . 
Jury trial: 

Conviction .•...••...•..•...... 
Acquittal .................... . 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction .................. .. 
Acquittal .................... . 

Dismissed, quashed ............ .. 
Nolled.- withdrawn, transferred •• 

Return day to disposition ................................... 18.6 
Date claimed for trial list to jury trial .................... 40.0 
Date claimed for ';'dal list to non-jury trial •••••••••••••••• 30.3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit .,of count: 
A civil case is count/'a with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count 'is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury tr:!.al is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginn:!-ng pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year, 
The number of cases pending is adjusted by computer to reflect transfers and other year-end input. 

hFigure was computed: " 
Beginning pending ,figure for criminal categories was computed from filed, disposed, and end pending data. 

jBxplana~f,<?n of data included in the category: 
Criminal .categories are felony and misdeaeanor cases. 

kAdditional information: " . ,,' 
During the court year, the Appe1l4te Session of Superior Court also heard 70 motions. 

ISpecial source or revision in, data: ' 
Filed figure for criminal ,categories was provided by the administrative office of the court dur.ing data verification. 

171 

End 
pending 

14,046 

152 

23,662 

37,860 

3,862 

63 

3,925 

41,785 

Felony/alsdeacsnor 
2,781 

63 
40 

10 
36 

159 
661 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1976-78 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1979). 
Statistics are from the biennual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the 
administrative office of the ~ourt dti'rinl\ data verification. 

o 
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CONNECTICUT COURr OF COHllON l'LEAS 
Cour~ of limited jurisdiction 

19 courts, 61 judges 
Jn1y I, 1977 to Jnne 30, 1978 

End Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

pending 
Child: 

Small claims .................................................. . 
Domestic relations: 

Family docket •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil: 

Non-family docket •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil-geographical areas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ...................................................................................................... .. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Motor vehicle .......................................................................................... ~ .. 

Total traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 

Triald 

Jury 
CivillR ••••••••••••••••••••••• 173 

'Non-jury 
1,771 

Total 
1,944 

N/A 

92 f 

31,441f 
4,245f 

35,686f 

35,778£1 

16,610f 

16,610f 

18,437 

18,437 

70,825fi 

Civiln : 

84,968 

19 

30,129 
1~,503 
46,632 

131,619 

87,311 

87,311 

322,748 

322,748 

541,678 

N/A 

19 

28,876 
16,381 
45,257 

45,276i 

85,338 

85,338 

318,252 

318.252 

448,866i 

Time interval (average months) 

\,) 

Return day to disposition •••••••••• ' ................ 13.6 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition 0= unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Date claimed for trialJ'l1st to jury trial •••••••••• 24.0 
Date claimed for trial list to non-jury tri~l 20.0 

'the crimina1 case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does 
The difference in civil pending data is because of 

iData are not complete: 

is sworn. 
not equal the end pending f:f.gure tor the 1977 court year. 
the change in the r~,porting period ,Is indicated above. 

N/A 

~~ 

32,694 
4,367 

37,061 

37,153i 

18,583 

18,583 

22.933 

22,933 

78,669i 

Total civil and grand total pending and disposed figures do not include"small claias cases. 
figures. 

511811 c.iaias da ta at'; included only in the filing 

mcategories for disposition type or trial data: 
Civil trial data are given only for family docket and nonfamily docket cases. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: 
Time interval data are given only for family docket and nonfamily docket case&. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator,' Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1976-78 Biennium (Hartford, "Connecticut: 1979)'. 
Statistics are from the biennual report except that totals have beeq computed where necessary. 
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CONNECTICUT PROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

129 courts, 129 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Civild : 
Domt~tic relations: 

Adoption: 
Adoptions and terminations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other do.estic relations: 
Harriages (permission and waiver) •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Probate/nIls/intestate: 
Decedent·s estate ......•......•.........•............ ... ~ .. 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardians .................................................................................................. .. 
Conse.rvators ............................................................................................ .. 
Trus tees .................................................................................. r." .............. .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mental health: 
Commitments ................................................ • ' ....... _ ...... 0:. ~ ......... '. io .,~;.""""" 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••• ',' ., ••••• : •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand tota'l ................................................................................ 'O''O.'O .-. (:~ ... 'O •• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A = This cllse type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or, unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

kAdditional information: 
In addition the court handled 9,456 passport applications. 

Filed 

2,103 

845 
2,948 

31,399 

1,856 
3,867 
5,614 

11,337 
42,736 

1,969 

47,653 

47,653 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

173 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1976-78 Bienni~ (Hartfo1:d, Connecticut: 1979). 
Statistics are from the biennual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

CONNECTICUT JUVlllIILE COURT 
Court: of liaited jurisdiction 

3 courts, 6 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Civild : 
Do.estic relations: 

Other domestic relations: 
T,ermination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tot'al civil 

Juvenile: 
Criainal-type offense: 

Delinquency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Neglect ••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Revocation of commitments 'O'O'O'O •• 'O' •• 'O •• 'O ......... 'O.'O. ,'O ............ . 

,Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 'O'O.'O'O.'O'O.'O'O •••• 'O'O •• 'O.'O ............ 'O'O'O 'O ••• 'O ... 'O •• 'O ••••• 'O'O.'O 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

4,0461 

284 
114 

_12.! 

4,488 

N/A = Tilis case type is handled by the court, but the data are not ,available. 

,dCase definition: ''> 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
lSpecia1 source or revision in the data: 

Filed 

173 

173 

13,945 

674 
235 

~ 

14,854 

15,027 

Delinquency pending data Were supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

Disposed 

~ 

164 

13,601 

669 
279 

-ill. 
14,549 

14,713 

End 
pending 

53 

53 

4,3901 

289 
70 

~ 

4,749 

4,802 

Source: Chief Court "Administrator, J'udicial Department, Report of the Judicial Department 1976-78 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut: 1979). 
Statistics are from the biennual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, anel additional data were supplied by 
the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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DELAWARE COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

COURT OF CHANCERY (3) 
3 chancellors 
Jurisdiction: . 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over all eqJ.llty 

cases. Corporate cases, real property 
disputes, commercial matters, 
contractual matters, guardianships, 
trusts, estates. 

No jury trials. 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (3) 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: , . . 
- Civil actions under $5,000. ~Io lImIt 

in amount of counterclaim. 
- Misdemeanors (except drugs) outside 

Wilmington. 

No jury trials in New Castle. 
Jury trials in Kent and Sussex 
(criminal cases only). 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (15) 
47 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $1,500. 
- Minor misdemeanors. Committing 

magistrate in all crimes. No criminal 
jurisdiction in Wilmington. . 

. - Motor vehicle cases (except felOnIes). 

Jury trials in landlord/tenant'cases 
only. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 

. Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdictIon. 
- Ceilsor Committee. 
- Advisory opinions. 

'I' 

_--Ql---_~. 
SUPERIOR COURT p) 
11 judges " 
Jurisdiction: Ii 
- Original civil (except eqUIty) 

jurisdictIon. Exclusive jurisdictIon 
over adoptions, termination\\)f 
parental rights, involunta,:y I) 
commitments of mentally III: 

- Original criminal jurisdictI\!n. 
Exclusive felony and drug offense 
jurisdiction. 

Appeals on record from Court of 
Common Pleas and administratIve 
agencies. 

Appeals de novo from Justice of the 
Peace Court and Arbitration Panels. 

Jury trials. 

FAMILYCOURT.(3) 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction; 

Divorce. 
,Contractual 

support 
agreements. 

-- ---
- Support, divorce, annulment, separate 

maintenance, property settlement. 
custody. 

- Child corruptIon, intrafamily crimes 
(excluding felonies). 

- Dependency and neglect. delinquency. 
Juvenile traffic violations. 

No jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
WILMINGTON 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanor, municipal ordinance 

violatIons, preliminary hearings for 
felonies and drug-related 
misdemeanors. 

- Traffic Violations Division processes 
all moving and parking violations. 

No jury trials. 

ALDERMAN'S COURT (14) 
13 aldermen, 1 deputy, 3 assistants, 
2 alternates, and 1 mayor 
Jurisdiction: 
- Minor civil actions in some courts. 
- Minor misdemeanors:Municipal 

ordinance violatIons. Committing 
magistrate in some courts. 

- Tra(fie offenses, parking violations, 
No jury trlals. 

l 
.J 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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DELAWARE SUPREIIE aJURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978b 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed End Cases: i \ 

Appeals: 1,\ pending 

Civilj •••••••••••• .'( ................................ ,.~ •••• ;",: 
c::· Cria1nal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •. /f.. 

Total appeals ................................................. . 230 199 
89 130 

203f 
226 

84f 135 2'87f 
3I"9 329 Other cases: 

Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 

36T 

-ill. -Dl. -ill. (j) 

'Total other cases ....................................................................... .. -ill. (j) (j) 

319 
287f 361 

Total cases ......................................... "" ...... "" ............ "" ................. . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

Prior to ,1978, data for this court were reported based on the calendar year. As a result of the change in reporting period, beginning 
pending figures for the 1978 court year do liot equal. the end pending figures previously given for the 1977 court year. Data reported 
on this chart overlap by a 6-month period of time with data reported for the 1977 court year. 

fBeginning pending figures for the 1978 court year do not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
This was caused by the shift from calendar to fiscal year for the reporting period of this, court. jExplanation of data included in the category: 

(j) 

329 

Civil appeals include original applicaticmn, advisory opinions, and certifications. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1978 Annual Report of' the Delaware Judiciary; (Wilmington, Delaware: '1978). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

DELAWARE aJURT OF CllAllCiUlIIt 
Court of general jurisdiction 

3 counties, 3 chancellors 
July I, 1977 to June 3G, 1978 

Civild : 
Estate: 

l'robate/vills/intestate: 
I) Estates. ................................................................................. .. 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardians for minors ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardians for infirm ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trusts ................................................................................ .. 
Trustees for mentally ill •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other estate: Ii' 

Other lD4tters •••••••• r/" .•.•.•••••••••.•.••••••••.•••••.• ;: 
Total ••••••• ; ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil: 0 ,~ 
Civil casasj •••••••••••••••••• ; •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ................................................................................. .. 

Grand total .................................................................................. ~. 

Beginning 
pending. 

2,752 

1,0"76 
640 

1,906 
162 

3,784 

284 
6,820 

~ 

7,498 

7,498 

BOldface headings indicate the 'clasSifications used by the NCSl'. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civii case is counted with the filing of), petition or complaint. 
jExplanation of deta included in the categoo:y: 

kAdditional informati'on: .. 

Filed 

1,744 

154 
156 
179 
10 

499 

114 
2,357 

~ 

2,757 

2,757 

1:-

Disposed 

1,588 

156 
73 

103 
3 

335 

91 
2,014 

~ 

2,431 

2,431 

End 
pending 

2,908 

1,074 
723 

1,982 
169 

3,948 

307 
7,163 

~ 

7,824 

7,824 

CiVil cases include cQrporate cases, equity, real property disputes (boundaries and title), commercial matters, contractual matters, 
Delaware's "Sunshine Law~" etc. Corpor~te matters tak~ up most of the time. 

This profile does not include referrals to the Public Guardian. The Public Guardian refers cases to the Court of Chancery if he thinks a 
,gu'!rdianship may be necessary. In the fiscal year 1977-78 there were 44 beginning pending, 159 filed, 124 disposed, and 79 end pending 
cases for the Public Guardian. }he 159 filed ,~ases were 13 guardians hips and 146 investigationa. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office oII the Courts, 1978 Annual Report of the Delawaze Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1978). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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DItLAIlARE SUPERIOR alURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

3 counties, 11 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

CivUd : 
Law: 

C!'Illplaints ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Mechanic t s liens and morgages ............................................................. .. 
Doaestic relations: 

Karriage dissolution: 
Di vorcea ........................................ • .;:~ ...................... e,,_ ................................ .. 

Other doaes!:ic relations:, 
Terminatio;~lS and adoptions ................................................................ .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• ;' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hental health: 

Involuntary commitments .................................................................. II ...... .. 

Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil: 

Miscellaneous ................................................ 
Total civil ....................................................... 

Crinnald : 
Felony/aisdemeanor: 

Criminalj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .................................................. 

Grand total ....................................................... 

Beginning 
pending 

2,3471 

4121 

3 

1501 
1531 

92 
2931 

1,594 

-ill 
1,594 

5,0171 

Filed 

1,859 

598 

° 
324 
324 

583 
2.53 

3,915 

3,024 

~ 

3,293 

Disposed 

1,727 

625 

3 

289 
292 

571 
152 

~ 

3,631 

:1,470 

-ill, 
3,470k 

7,101 

Trialdkm 

Jury trial: 

Criainal dispositionskm 

Felony/misdemeanor 

Civil- .,.......... X 
Criainal- ••••••••• 291 

Total.............. N/A 

X 
79 

N/A 

Civil dispositionsm 

120 
370 
490 

Real 
property 

~~~ 
Default judgment for plaintiff ••• 
Dismissal: 

Voluntary dismissal •••••••••••• 
Court dismissal •••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other judgment for plaintiff ••••• 
Judgme:1t for defendant ••••••••••• 
Split decision ••••••••••••••••••• 

25,0 

927 
298 

1,225 
98 
24 
14 

Time interval (average days)n 

397 

145 
53 

198 
8 

° 14 

647 

1,072 
351 

1,423 
106 

24 
28 

Civil: 

Between filing 
and disposition 

Lav •••••••••••• ;; ••••••••••••• 
Real property rights •••••••••• 
Other dc.estic relations •••••• 
Appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hental health ••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil •••••••••••••••••• ;' 

477.1 
226.8 
142.5 
261.7 

34.7 
66.3 o 

Guilty ' •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• 
Not guilty ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal at trial •••••••••••••••••• 
Nolle prosequi at trial ••••••••••••• 
Hung jury ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mistrial •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Guilty •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Not g-.1ilty •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Directed verdict ••••••••••• :' •••••••• 
Nolle prosequi at trial ••••••••••••• 

Plea •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total trial conviction •••••••••••••••• 
To tal acq ui t tal ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nolle prosequi •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal dismissed, record rlllmanded ••••• 
Remand ................................ ..... oo .......... .. 

Ti!ne interval (average days) 

Criminal: 
Arres"t to dispositionn ............. .. 
Indictment to dispositionn •••• 
Length of t,ria1 ••••••••••••••• 

95.8 
71.9 
1.72 

171 
44 
59 

8 
25 
21 
4 

54 
4 

12 
1 
3 

2,128 
273 

71 
35 

827 

79.5 
53.1 

N/A 

58 
16 

End 
pending 

o 

1851 
1851 

104 
3941 

~l 

3,7071 

5,1241 

(continued on next page) 
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Delaware Superior Court (continued) 

Boldfaceoheadings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Family 'court assumed jurisdiction over divorces in November 1975. 

dCase definition or uni t of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint';' 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, transfer, appeal, or reinstatement.. A defendant 

with a cO'nsecutively numbered series of information, appeals, or transfers filed o~ the same day is counted as one defendant. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sw~rn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Involuntary commitment proceedings are 'held only in New Castle County. 
Criminal cases include appeals that are tried de nQ:/o except for filings, which can be separated into new filings and appeals. 

kAdditional information: 
The number of pending criJrlnal defendants displayed includes thosc which are triable and not 'triable. There were 505 triable defendants 

pending at the end of the 1978 fiscal year. 
In addition to the criJrlnal case dispositions listed there were also 374 uninrlicted criainal cases disposed by nolle prosequi. These cases 

were not counted with the other criainal dispositions because these cases were never actually before the Superior Court. The cases had 
been bound over to Superior Court either because probable cause was. found at the preliminary hearing, or because the preliminary hearing 
was waived, but either the Attorney General then decided not to seek indictment, or the grand jury ignored the indictment. 

IS pecial source or revision in the da til: 
The pending data as noted were supplied by ::he state administrative office during the process of data verification. These figures were 

adjusted as the result of an audit conducted during 197!f. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trial and disposition figures only include data for law and real property rights cases. No other civil cases ,~re tried in this 
court. 

The trial information counts the number of trials held. More than one defendant's case may be disposed of by a single trial. There were 
332 defendants whose cases were disposed of by jury trial, and 74 whose cases we"e disposed of by non-jury trial. 

nAge of pending or time interval da ta: 
Arrest to displ)sition times include all defendants. 
Indictment to disposition times include indicted defendants only. 
Median time values were calculated using the grouped medians ttethod. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1978 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1978). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and corrections and additional data were supplied by 
the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

DELAWARE inURT OF allllllN PLEAS 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

3(courts, 5 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Civild : 
Other ,civil: 

COIllplaintsj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneousj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............................... ,;' •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cr1ainald : 

Hisdeaeanor: 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

neg inning 
pending 

~ 

990 

2,669 

Criainal •••••••••• 

Triald 

:!!!!l,a 
81. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Non-jury 
6,313 

Filed 

2,898 
151i 

3,049i 

3,049i 

6,534 

6,534 

'total 
6,394 

X - The data for this case type are known to be included ,in the total but were not" available by category. 
aC~urt jurisdiction: , 

Disposed 

X 
X 

3,142 

3,142 

9,536 

El)d 
pending 

X 
X 

1,586 

1,586 

1,130 

2,716 

Jury trials ~re not handled in the New Castle County Court of Common Pleas; jury trials for crfJUnal cases are held in Kent alld Sussex 
Counties. If a jury demand is made in New Castle County, the case is transferred to the Superior Court. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civi!,)case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of coU[l.~ is the, number of charges. " 
A jury trial is counted whe,n t,j1e jury is SWOI'"I\. 

A non-jury trial is counted if the case is not disposed of by a jury trial. Disposition by guilty plea, nolle prosequi, dismissal, etc., 
'are. all ,counted as non-jury trials. ' 

iData are not complete: 
Miscellaneous cases filed .for the New Castle County include petitions for name change from JanuarY"l through January 3?, 1978 only. 
All other data are complete. 

jExplanation of data included in 'the category: 
"Complaints" includes complai';ts f';r dallUlges (inclu~ing those i~volving automobiles), repJ,evins, foreign attachments, and domestic 

attachments. ,,'" 
"Miscellaneous" includes' civil judg'ments and petitions for name change. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the:' Courts, 1978 Annnal Report <>f the Delaware ,Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1978). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have bee,}, computed where necessary. 
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DKLAIIARE FAHILY mURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3 courts, 12 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

------------'·------..;.=----==-==-"""Bir.e:::g~i;;n:':n:ii=;:n:;:g:-===-=-=·F· .. i .. 1,..,d--~==-==D=i=S=p=o=s~e~d""k-=======--=E~n~d'F'= 
pending e pendingk 

Cbil.d : 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dis301ution: 
Divorce and annulments ........................................ . 

Support/custody: 
New support ................................................... . 
Arrearages and modifications ............................. .. 
Custody/visitation ........................................ . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Other domestic re1ations: 

Visitation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Imperiling ................................................ . 
Ancillary matters ........................................ .. 

Tota! .............................. . , ........................... .. 
Total. ........................................................ . 

Other clv.l1 ................................................... . 

Total civil 

Crialnald : 
Other criminal: 

Adult criminal 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic vio1ation: 

Traffic-juvenile .... ~ ..................................... .. 

Total traffic ................................. ~;. ................... . 
Juveu11e: 

Cr!.ina1-type offense: 
Felony ...................................................... . 
!otis demeanor ................................................................ . 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Status offense ................................................ . 

Total juvenile ................................................ .. 

Grand total 

Boldfac~, headings indicate r.he classifications used by the NCSP. 

807 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
807i 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A )'1 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

807i 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

3,4851 

3,351 
2,627 
2,210 
8,188 

456 
553 ' 
6971 

1,7061 

9,8941 
625 

2,034 

2,034 

793 

793 

1,742 
4,801 
6,543 
2,159 

8, 70f 

25,5331 

X - The data for thi~ case type are koown to be included in ,the total but were not availal>le by category. 

dCase definition or unit" of count: 
A civil case is counted with ,the filing of a petition or complaint. 

3,293 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3,293i 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3,293i 

N/A 

N!A 

N/A 

N/A 

N!A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

,N/A 

3,293i 
~, 

() 

999g 

X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

-'-',--
2,595g 

~ 

220 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

__ X 

X 

3,922g 

The criminal, traffic, and juvenile unit of count is the number of single incident,S. 
counted as a single petition. ' 

Hultiple complaints arising from a single incicient are 

gChange in pend'ing does not: equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Total domestic relations and total civil end pending figures only include marriage dissol.ution cases. 
The grand total end pending figure is as given in the annual report. 

iData are not complete: ' 
Total domestic relations, total civil, and grand total beginning pending and disposed"figures only include data for marriage dissolution 

cases. 
lSpecial source or revision in the. da ta: 

These data were supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

Source: 
II 

Director, Administrative Office .of the Courts, 1978 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1978). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and corrections were supplied by the. administrative 
office of the courts during data verification. 
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MUNICIPAL mORT OF WILHINGTON, DELAWARE 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 3 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Criminald : 

Beginning 
Pending 

Other criminal: 
CrimirlSlj .................................................... ~ 

Total criminal ................................................ .. 558 

Traffic: 
Other traffic Violation ....................................... . 418 

Total traffic ................................................. .. 418 

Grand totsl .................... :' .................. ,.............. 976 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

Filed 

8,893 

8,893 

16,23S 

16,238 

25,131 

Disposed 

9,044 

9,044 

15,431 

15,431 

24,475 

"Source: 'tirector, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1978 Annual Report of the Delaware ~,udiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 
are from the annual re.port except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

DELAWARE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE mURT 
Court: of 1iaited jurisdiction 

15k courts. 47 justices of the peace 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Civild : 

Beginning 
pending 

Total civil ................................................... ,.. 10,772 

CriJrlnald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ........ ••• ...... • .. •• .. •• .... •••• ...... ••••••• .. • .. • 
Preliminary hearing .......................................... .. 
Other criminal: 

Fish/gsme ................................................... . 
Other ............. , .......................................... . 

Total ............. •• ...... ••• .. • .. ••••• .... • .. • .. ••••••• .. •• .. 

Total criminal ................................................. . 
'.7) 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................ / ................ .. 

Grand total .......................... ,'" ................ ~ ............. . 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

11,255 

~ .. , Crinnsl and trafficdisposit:l:ona 

Filed 

15,844 

16,86Sk 
1,247 

1,673 
2,880 

~ 

22,668 

72,267 ' 

110,779 

By mail-in fine ................ . 
By court appearance . ~ ..•.•... ~ •• 
By counceI appearance ........... . 

43,926 
50,095 

444 

Boldface headingslndicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X _ The data for -thi. case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category • 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil csse is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the 'Mmber of charges. 

. , 

kAdditionsl information: " 
In addition to the 15 active courts, during 1978 there was one inactive Justice o! the Peac!! Court. 
Preliminary hearings were held in 3,526 of the misdemeanor cases. 

Disposed 

12,925 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

107,390 

-

Sour.ce: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1978 Annual Report of the Delaware Judicisrx (Wilmington, Delaware: 
are from the at:\nual repor,t except that totals have been computed where necess"ry. 
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End 
pending 

~ 

407 

1,225 

1,225 

1,632 

1978) • Statistics 

End 
pending 

13,691 

! 
:r. 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

14,644 

1978). Ststistics \\ 

\1 
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DKI.AIIAIlK ALDEi!I&II'S OOI/U 
Court of :u..tted jurisdiction 

l4k courts. 13 aldenoen and 1 _yorC 
J,uy 1. 1977 to June 30. 1978 

Civ1l.d : 
Saall. cl.a1ms: 

Beginning 
pending 

Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total civil N/A 

CriJdnal. d: 
Itlsd ......... o::: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total criminal N/A 

Traffic: 

Total traffic .............. ~ ......................................... e' ....................................... .. N/A. r 
Grand total .......................................................................................................... .. IliA 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

F:iled 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed 

446i 

4461 

l,325i 

l,32Si 

14,033i 

15,804i 

I\-L' 
'.':----

End 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

cJudge information: 
In addition to the aldermen and mayor serving this court, there are also 1 deputy, 3 assistants, and positions for 3 alternate alde:rmen. one 

of which was vacant during 1978. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges~ 

inata are not complete: 
Civil disposed and grand total disposed figures do nllt include data from July 1977 through December 1977 for the Harrington Alderman'. 

Cou'.Ct. 
No data were available for dispositions during August. 1977 for the Laurel Alderman's Court, and, as a result, they are not included 

in any of the figures on this chart. 
kAdditional information: 

In addition to the 14 active court., there were 3 com:C" which were not active during fiscal year 1977-78 but which have been active in the 
recent past. 

Source: Director, Administrative Office of the Courts, 1978 Annual Report of the Delaware Judiciary (Wilmington, Delaware: 1918). Statistic. 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

COURT OF APPEALS 
9 judges 
Jurisdidion: 
- Appeals from the Superior Court and 

certain Distri~t of Columbia agencies. 

, 

SUPERIOR COURT 
44 judges 
Juri&diction: 
- Unlimited civil jurisdiction. 

Family: domestic relations, mental 
health, intrafamily and neglect, 
probate. 

-'Felony, misdemeanor, traffic, 
, ordinance violations. 

- Family: juvenile. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

] Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

181 
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D'ISTlUCT OF COLUHBIA comrr OF APPEALS 
Court o£ last rr.sort-

9 judges 
January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••• / ................................ .. 
Criminal ................................................... .. 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Agency ............................................. ., ...... . 
Total appealsj .............................................. .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 
Originial jurisdiction: 

Special proceedingsj ..................................... .. 
Disciplinary .............................................. . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appea1: 

Petitions for review .................................................... . 
Total other cases ......... , ............................................................................. .. 

Tota~ cases ........................................................................................................ .. 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
l,16i1 j 

X 
o 
X 

Procedural motions .............................. ~;...................................................... 0 
Substantive motions .................................................................................. .. 

Total ......................................................... . 
" 0 __ 0 

Total other proceedings .......................... '.. ...... ....... 0 

I. 

Filed 

375 
666 

152 
l,193j 

76 
36 

112 

---.ill.. 
112 

1,305 

6,816 
1,388 
8,204 

8,204 

Disposed 

X 
X 

X 
l,33U 

--'-~JL X 
. 36 

36i 

---.ill.. 
X 

1,367 

6,816 
1,388 
8,204 

8,204 

Hanner of dispolli tion Time interval (average days) 

Opinion ...................... 352 
Judgment .................... 440 
By order .................... 539 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Notice of appeal to filing of record ........................ 124 
Filing of record un"il briefing is completed •••••••••••••••• 134 
Completed briefing to argument or submiss;\on •••••••••••••••• 93 
Argument or submission ~o decision ............ ; ..................................... 121 
Notice of appeal to decision ................................. 472 

X = The data for this case type' are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dis~'ositions: 

-End 
pend ins. 

X 
X 

X 
l,109l j 

X 
0 
X 

..-ill 
0 

l,109g1 

0 
0 
0 

0 

Filings and disposition figures are as given in the annual report. Pending figures are as pro-.rided by the admin1.strative office of the 
court. 

iOata' are not complete: 
The total original proceedings disposed figure dues not include special procei>dings cases. 

jExplana~ion of data included in the category: 
Total appeals include appeals and petitions for review. 
"Special proceedings" include mandamus, prohibition, extradition. habeas corpus, contempt" and mental health C/Jses. 

of these cases were ca tegorized under cri.minal appea1s. 
lSpecial source or r.evision in the data: 

The end pending figure was supplied by the administrative o~fice of the court during data verification. 

Formerly the 

i' , 
mJority 

Source: Joint Committee on Judicial Administration in the District of Columbia and Executive Officer, 1978 Annual Report (Washington, D.C.'). 
Statistics are from. th~{ annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary.. \) 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SUPERIOR WORTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court, 44 judges 
January I, 1978 to Ilecember 31, 1978 

Civildk: 
Law: 

Civil jury .................................................. . 
Civil non-jury ............................................. .. 

Iotal ....................................................... .. 
Saall claims ................................................. .. 
Real property ri!.lhts: . 

Landlord and tenant .......................................... . 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ........................................................................................... . 

Support/custody: 
Support ................................................... . 
Reciprocal support ............................ 0 .............. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Adoption .................................................... . 
Other da-estic relations: 

Paternity •••••••• .' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Intrafamilyj .............................................. . 

Total .......................................................... ', ................. . 
Total ........................... ,.;' ....................... , .. .. 

Estate: 
Probate/vills/intestat .. , 

Decedents' estates ......................................................... .. 
GuardianShip/conservatorship/truateeship: 

Minors' estates ............................................................... , ....... .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Mental health: 
Judiuial petitions ............................................................... .. 

Appeal: 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Civil tax ................................................. . 
Criminal tax ............................................. .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Bxtraordinary writ: 

Habeas corpus ............................................................................ .. 
Other civil: 

Beginning 
pending 

3,837 
1,123 
4,960 
1,912 

4,883fk 

4,978f 

587 
1,111 
1,698. 

223 

360 
595 f 
955f 

7,854f 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

64f 

23 

Auditor-master division .................... , ................... ~f 

Total civil ................................................ ,.... til, 743fi 

Criainaldj: 
Felony .. ·; ..................................................... . 
Misdemeanor ................. -............................................... ' ........... .. 
Prelhdnary bearing ........................................... . 
Ordinance violation: 

Hajor tri'!.ble District of Columbia cases ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other District of Columbia cases ................................. '".". 

Tocal ................... ; ............ 0 ..................................... .. 

Other crillinal: 

1,488 
2,744 

148 

61 
322 
383 

Special proceedillgsj ......................................... ~ 

Total criminal .............................................. ;' ... \ 4,815 

Trafficj: " 
Other traffic violation: 

Hajor triable traffic....... ................. .......... ...... 1,763 
Other traffic .......................... , ..................... 4,822 

Total .......................................................... ~585 

Total traffic .................................... " .............. . 6,585 

Juvenile: 
Criainal-type offense: 

Delinquency •••••••••••• ;' ................ ; .................... . 
Status offense: 

Person in need of sQpervision .' ........... 0 ......................... . 

Non,...,ffense: 
Neglect ........... ,,\ ......................... \\1 •••• :., .................. .. 

.. ' 
Total juvenile .... ~ .................................... 0 .............. " •• ,'" • 

16~ 
1,224f 

Grand total •••• ' •• 0 .......................................... 1' ........ ~ .... .. 33,367£1 

(( 

Filed 

3,405 
1,825 
5,230 

32,797 

107,701 

4,320 

255' 
1,161 
1,416 

320 

532 
693 

1,225 
7,281 

2,333 

107 
2,440 

680 

155 
370k 

525 

C20 

1,612 

158,286 

3,415 
13 ,395 
6,576 

116 
3,136 
3;252 

"~ 

28,332 

6,389 
46,970k 
53,359k 

53,3.19 

5,5121 

3701 

5021 

6,384 

246,361 

------,--------------

183 

End Disposed 
pending 

3,256 3,986 
1,756 1,192 
5,012 5,178 

32,756 1,953 

107,481 5,103 

4,545 4,753 

294 548 
782 1,490 

1,076 2,038 
310 233 

495 397 
404 884 
899 1,281 

6,830 8,305 

X N/A 

X N/A 
2,453 N/A 

682 62 

66 222 
263 418 
329 640 

26 17 

~ ~ 

157,340 21,7028i 

3,854 1,049 
13,732 2,407 

6,460 264 

139 38 
3,182 276 c, 

3,321 314 , 
., 

~ 57 " 

29,056 4,091 ,. 
d 

() 
Ij 
,~ 

7,222 930 P 
46,730k 5,062 j 
53,952k .. 5,992 ) 

53,952 5,992 
'\~, ,= 

5,6011 9441 

3581 381 

5431 ~1 

6,502 \~, 1,106 

246,850 32,891g1 

II ~ 
I 
~ 

I j 
• 
~ 
1f 

~ ,I 

!! 
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~ 
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District.,·of Columbia Superior Court (continued) 

Civi1m: 
Law ....................... .. 188 224 

733 
957 

Small claims ••••••• ., ••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••• 188 

Criminal: 
Felony •••••••••• '" ••••••• 658 

451 
o 

1,109 

52 
243 

93 
388 

Hisdeseanor ............................ .. 
Ordinance violation •••••.• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation ••• 70 
1.367 

1.489 
2,834 Grand total •••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic dispositions 

Other traffic violation: 
Guilty plea ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed by court •••••••• 
Nolle prosequi •••.•••••••• 
No paper •.••••••••.•••.••• 
Transfer Rule 105 ••••••••• 
Absconded •••••••••••.••••• 
Security forfeit •••••••••• 
Otherm ...................................... . 

Jury trial: 

9,413 
5,607 

16.167 
1.046 

7 
3.807 
8,210 
8.136 

Guilty •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 
Not guilty ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mistrial ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Motions for judgment of acquittal •••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-jury trial: 

Guilty ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Not guilty ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
Motions for judgment of acquittal •••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed: 

Prior to adjudical:ion 0'1: hearing ••••• 
By court •••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
No paper ............ ~ .......................................... : .. .. 
Nolle prosequi •••••••••••••••• , •••••••• 
Guilty plea •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Absconded •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental observation ...... : ................................. .. 
Transfer Rule 105 ••••••••.•.••••••••••• 
Security forfeit ..................... .. 
Held for Grand Jury .................. .. 
Waived Crand Jury .... ; ............... .. 
No probable cause .................... .. 
Certified to U.S. Magistrate ......... .. 
Indictment filed ..................... .. 
Extradition waived ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extradition granted •••••••••••••••••••• 
Extradition d-anied ........................................ .. 
Special proceE!dings granted •••••••••••• 
Special proceedings denied ••••••••••••• 

412 
73.3 

1,145 

710 
694 

93 
1.497 

1.559 
4.201 

450 
146 

49 
13 

658 

18 
34 
o 

52 

299 
23 

322 
o 

34 
2.287 

356 
o 
o 
o 

Civil dispositionsm 

Settled before court ...................... . 
Dismissed before trial .................... . 
Removed from calendar .......................................... .. 
Settled at pre-tcial or 

trial conference ................................................ .. 
Sun:mary judgment granted ................. .. 
Settlement ....... "' ........................ . 
DisuUssed £:01" want. ofprosecutlon .................... .. 
CQnsent or confessed judgment ................ . 
Dismissed by motion .................... , .. . 
Settled after trial •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Default judgment ......................... .. 
Exparte ....................... 4o ... 4o .......................... . 

Judgment on pleadings ..................... . 
Stays .................................... .. 
Motion for judgment granted •••••••••••••••• 
Other ............................. ': ....... . 
Dismissed-pretrial motion •••••••••••••••••• 
Continuances ..................................................... . 
Cases to files pending settlement •••••••••• 
Certified to another judge ............... .. 
Judgment paid and satisfied •••••••••••••••• 
Non-suits .......................................................... .. 
Jury demands (certified to jury) ••••••••••• 

Crillinal dispositions 

Law 
1,821 

875 
221 

891 
107 
136 

69 
69 
39 
o 

129 
8 

33 
o 

21 
99 
82 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Kisde..eanor 
Ordinance 
violation 

Frel:blinary 
hearing 

B:r:traordinary 
writ 

227 
148 

35 
41 

451 

179 
49 
15 

243 

o 
1,018 
1.018 
1.995 
3,713 
3,982 
1,521 

76 
445 

o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

x 
X 
X 

93 

o 
257 
257 

1.153 
506 
377 
107 

o 
7 

821 

367 
367 

1.194 ' 
2:11 

115 
93 

3.189 
1,015 

71 
72 
42 

18 
18 

262 

19 

499 
'41 
';'2 

559 
189 

Time intervall (av.irage months) 

Time trial could be had after case was placed on calendar: 
Civil jury ................................ 11.0 
Civil Mn-jury ................. "........... 8.5 

SII811 chills 
o 

1.105 
o 

o 
o 
o 

273 
2.108 

o 
o 

11.268 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

4,186 
8.556 

3 
4,~70 

4 
50 

~ 

677 
294 

84 .: .. ~ 
54 

1,109 

197i 

83'\ 
l5i 

388 

299 
1,683 
1,982 
4,342 
4.746 
6,646 
2.118 

169 
452 
821 

3.189 
1,015 

77 
,,72 

42 
499 

41 
2 

659 
189 

(continued on next page) 
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District of Columbia Superior Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
MIA. This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
--. Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Superior Court data are displayed according to case types. not court aivisions as they exist in the Superior Court. Civil Division handles 

civil jury. civil non-jury. s.all claiIDs, and landlord and tenant cases. Family Division handles divorce. adoption, paternity. support. 
reCiprocal support, intrafamily, judicial petitions, habeas corpus, delinquency, neglect, and person in need of supervision cases. 
Probate Division handles decedent's estates and minor's estates cases. Tax Division handles civil tax and criminal tax cases. Criminal 
Division handles all criainal and traffic cases. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted when it is placed on the calendar (has reached issue). 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment. or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. " 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year ~ 
The difference is due to adjustments made by the administrative office of the court. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
No pending data were available for estate cases. resulting in the imbalance in pending figures. 

iData are not complete: 
Grand total pending figures do not include estste cases. Estate cases are included in the filing and disposition figures. 
No breakdown '''''6 available for the outcome of non-jury trials for criainal ordinance violations cases. The total breakdown of the result 

of criminal non-jury trials is therefore not complete. 
jExplanaticln of data included in the category: 

Intrafamily inc.ludes 751 "return to files" cases. 
Special \~roceedlngs include fugitive from justice complaints, writs of habeas corpus, extradition of out of state witnesses, adversary 

hearinj,s, and show C3use of contempt proceedings. 
CriairuL{ and traffic cases filed include new filings and "reinstated cases. 

kAdditional informatian: 
The 370 criminal tax cases filed indicate the number of charges brought against 62 individuals and organizations. 
Of the 222 civil tax cases pending. 35 are held on the reserve ""lendar by order of this court. 21 are held under advisement, 12 have not 

been hrought to issue. and the remaining 154 are awaiting judgment. 
In addition, there were 24,876 criminal warrants issued. 
The reduction in the number of other traffic cases between 1977 and 1978 was the result of a change in administrative policy. After 

January 1, 1978, only cases wherein the defendant appeared were counted. Previously, all cases were counted, whether or not the defendant 
appeared. 

The beginning pending figure for landlord and tenant cases reflects a change in administrative policy. Beginning in 1978, pending cases 
reported will include all undisposed cases. Prior to 1978. practice was to reflect as pending only those cases for which trial had been 
set. The end pending figure for this category from 1977 was 210 cases. 

ISpecial source or revision in the data: 
Juvenile casefloli dats and time interval data were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

mCategories for dispositions type or trial data,:. 
Other traffic dispositions are defendants whose cases are in the traffic. summons stage in accordance with procedures outlined in the Traffic 

Violation Notice System. 

Source: Joint Committee on Judicial Administration in the District of Columbia and Executive Officer. 1978 Annual Report (Washington. D.C.). 
Stae-istics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the 
adminstrative office of the court during data verification. 
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FLORIDA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: . 

I -----.... - .. --.. ~ - Civil and criminal appeals and wnts 
~ of certiorari from lower courts, 

Constitutional question. 
Death penalty. 

Bond validation. 

(t~c agencies, and commissions. 
- Direct appeals on constitutio~al ques

tions, death penalty, bond vahdatIon, 
and cases of great public interest. 

j 

DISTRICT COURTS 
OF APPEAL (5) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: , ' . 
- Civil and criminal appeals and wnts 

of certior<lri from Circuit Courts, 
agencies, a~d commissions. 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
292 judges 
Jurisdiction: . 
_ Actions at law over $2,500. DomestIc 

relations, p',Jbate, guardianship, 
mental health, equity. .... --------t -Exclusive f~lony jurisdiction, and 

.. -- jurisdiction over misdemeanors 
arising out of the same circumstances 
as a felony. 

- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novO or on record. 

Jury trials., (~ 

COUNTY COURT (67) , 
190 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Actions at law under $2,500, small ...... ~-------1 claims." " 

-- " - Misdemeanors/ordinance violations, 
felony preliminaries. 

- Traffic. 

'J ury trials. 

\. 
t~\ Indicates route 9f appeal. 

,0 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

, 
'" ~ 

" I 

\ 

I , 
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FLORIDA SUPRIOO! CQmrr, 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1918 to December 31, 1918 

Cases: 
Appeals ....................................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •....••.•............•... 0 •••••• 0 •••••••• 0 •• 

l-Iandamus .. ~' .......... 0 ............ 0 ..................... 0 ............. .. 

Prohibition ............................................. . 
Board of Bar Examiners ................................. 0 ...... . 

Other ......... , ......................................... . 
Total ................................................... .. 

Disciplinary: 
~'lorida Bar ............................................. . 

Advisory opinion: 
Certified questions ..................................... . 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for writs of certiorari frDm: 
District Courts of Appeal .............................. .. 
Circuit Court ........................................... . 
Appeal of ndministrative agency case: 

Industrial Relations Commission ....................... . 
Public Service Commission ............................. . 

Total ............ ; ...................................... . 
Other ................................................... . 

Total .................................................... . 
Total other cases .0 ................................... . _0 ............... . 

Total cases .............................. 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 ...... 0 ..... ... o ......... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petitions for rehearing ..................................... . 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

--X 

1,119 

-E2..l 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 1351 

Filed Disposed 

461 405 
~ ~ 

116 180 
57 53 
36 42 
83 92 
15 15 

367 382 

139 135 

5 4 
511 521 

1,366 1,318 
19 19 

338 203 
39 32 

377 235 
a 1 

1,762 1,573 
2,273 2,094 

2,740 2,494 

......!!}2l ...!!E.1 

4171 4871 

Nanner of dispositionl 
Status of pendins cases 1 (12/31/78) 

Opinion: 
Written opinion ............. ~, .. .. 
Per curiam ....................... . 

Total ........... , ............ .. 
Disposition by 6rder ••••••••••• 

230 
252 
482 

2,017 

Number of cases: 
Not perfected . .......... 
Ready for argument . ... " .. 
Under consideration . .... 

Tota~, .................. , .. 
Boldface headings 'indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X ~ The data for this case type are known to be included in"the total but werf, not available by category. 

gChange in pending do"s not' equal the difference between filings and disposl.tions: 

516 
51 

796 
1,363 

The difference in tot!'l cases figures reflects a conection of +3 cases made to the inventory during the court year. 
The difference in petitions for rehearing figures reflects a correctioll of -1 case made to the inventory during the court year. 

lSpecial source or'revision in the data: 

Data for other proceedings, manner of disposition, and status of pendl.ng cnses \lere supplied by the clerk of the court during data 
verification. 

187 

,End 
pending 

x 
--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

--X-

1,363g 

64g1 

64g1 

Source: Office]of State Courts Administrator, Floridn Judicial System Staris'tical Report 1978 (Tallahassee, ~'lorida), ,lind Clerk of the Sup,;eme 
Court, Supreme Court of Florida ,January and June Terms, 1978 (unpublished). Statistics are' from the annual reports except that totals 
have been computed where necessary, and additional data were ",supplied by the cle,k of the court during data verification • 
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FLORIDA DISr>lICT. mORTS 01' APPEAL 
Interaediate appel.late court 

5 districts, 39 judges 
January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

End Beginning Filed _________________________________________________________ c.pe~n~d~i~n2g ________________________________ ~ ______________ ~~~ __ 

Cases: 

Disposed 
pending 

Appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other c.'lses: 
Original proceediDgs: 

Original juriadiction: 
Other original writs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Advisory opinion: 
Othed •••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari ................................................. . 
Total other cases .. ~ .................................................................................... .. 

Total cases ..................................................... 

;> N/A 
---wr. 

N/A 
II' 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

8,373 
8,373 

645 

22 
667 

523 
1,190 

9,563 

X - The daLa for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the· category: 
'Other" category includes reinstated ,appeals atld certi,fied questions. 

8.496 
, 8,496 

;~ 

551 

18 
569 

627 
1,196 

9,692 

Source: Office of State Courts Administrator, Florida Judicial System Statistical Report 1978 (Tallahassee, Florida). 
annual report except that totals have be.en 'computed whp.:re necessary .. 

Ii 
Ii 

() 

, .,', 

N/A ---wr. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
---wr. 

N1A 
() 

Statistic~,are from the 

I) 

FLOIlIDA CIRCUIT mORT 
Cnart of general jurisdiction 

20 circuits, 292 judges 
January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Child: 
Tort: 

Professiooal tort: 
Medical malpractice ..................................... .. 

Other tort: 
Negligence .............................................................................................. .. 

Total .................................................. , ••••• 
Coo.tract: 

Contracts and indebtedness .................................. . 
Keal prQP.erty rights: 

Condemnation .............................................................................................. .. 
Real property/mortgage f orec10sure ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
D...".tic relations: 

Harriage dissolutioo: 
Dissolution and annulment ................................................................ .. 

Eatate: (":, 
Probate/villa/intestate: 

Probate .............................................................................................. .. 
Guardisnahip/cooservatorstdp/trusteeship: 

Guardianship ............................................. . 
Trusts ...................................................................................................... .. 

1:otal .................................................... .. 
Total .................................................................................................. . 

Meotal health ............................... " ................. . 
Other e~,,1i -.. ",' ........ ~ .................................................................................... .. 
Appee1 ...................................................... .. 

Total civil .......................................... ' .......... . 

CriAinal: 
Felony: 

Capital punishment crimes ................................... . 
Crimes against persons .................................. ! ................................ . ' .. 

Crimes against property ..................................... . 
'!Drugs ........................................................ . 

Other felonies ........................... j .............................................................. .. 

Total ..................................................... • ••• 
Appeal ....................................................... . 

Total criminal .... ~ ................................ ' ....................... ~ ... " .••••••...•••. 
II ,", 

Juvenile: 
Critinal-type 

Delinquency 
BClIl-offense: 

offense: 

Ie 
Dependency. " •••••..•••.....••.•........••..•• ~ •••..........•. 

Total juvenile .............. ·, ' .................................. . 

Grand total •.••.•.•••••••..•••••.•..•.•••••••.•••..••••••. ': .•.••.• 
I' 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A r;!.' 

N/A 

N/A 

'N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
lilA 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A. 

Disposed 

822 903 

20,939 21;'426 
21,761 22,329 

27,005 23,040 

1,381 1,288 
16,916 15,689 
18,297 16,977 

81,985 77 ,331 

38,100 36,384 

4,737 3,246 
104 285 

4,841 3,531 
42,941 39,915 
13,156 12,749 
56,305 50,384 ' 

905 596 

262,355 243,321 

79/, 430 
21,908 18,399 
31,122 26,599 
17,787 15,754 
23,591 20,887 
95,202 82,069 

640 ---.5!.'!... 
95,842 82,548 

'.:::-' 
55,893 53,693 

20,830 17,823 

76,723 71,516 

434,920 397,385 

CriJrlnal (.felooy) cifspositionsm 

~ 
Civil- ............ 3,045 
C~na1- (felClllY) 2,764 

Total ............... 5,809 

Non-jury 
139,529 

1,528 
14i,057 

Civil dispositions. 

Dismissed ~ef ore hearing 

D 

Total 
142,574 

4,292 
146,866 

47,487 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ..•....•....•• 

'Acqui tted or disDu.ssed .. 
Convicted after plea •••• 
Adjudication withheld ••• 

N on~ jury trial: 
Conviction .•••••... ~ ...• 
Acquitted or dismissed •• 
.Convicted after plea •••• 
Adjudication withheld .". 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This csse type is· handled by the court, but the data are unavailable': 
- - N'ot applicable. ' Ii 

'{ I 
if or unit of count, 

is counted wit.hthe filing of a petition or canplaint. 

J,,492 
904 
185 
183 

556 
453 
142 
377 

Before trial: 
Convicted after plea ••• 
Adjudication withheld •• 
Dismissed ., ........... . 
Transferred to" 

another court •....... 
Other ................ .. 
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End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

17,839 
14,605 
31,091 

8,262 
5,980 

dease definition 
A civil case 
The criminal 

episode. 
case unIt of count is the number of defendants on the information, 'I lndlictment .• 

// 
or complaint arising fran a single criminal 

A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening 

by lj!lry· trial or dismissed hefore trial are considere!l 
mcategories for disposition type 01: trial data: ., 

Civil trial ds ta. do not. include e.tate or appeal cases. 
Criti ... :t trial and disposition data totals do not include 

/1 

ststement or the introduction of a!iy evidence occure. 
disposed by judge (non,;-juf.'y trial)~ 

\\ 
appeals. 

!; 

/' ,I 
'I 

All civil cases not d!;sposed 

S!jurce: 1978 (Tallahassee, Florida). Statistics or", fran the 
, ... Ii 

Office of State Courts Administrator.\ Florids Judicial System Statistical. Roport 
annual report except tllat totsl., ha'i.~ been canputed where "nece~~ary. 1,' 

r 
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FLORIDA mllllTY mORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

67 counties. 190 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed End 

pending 

Law: 
Summary procedurej ...................................................... ~' 
Other civil casesj ....................................................... .. 

Total ..................................................... .. 

Total civil ................................................... 
Criminal~: 

Misdemeanor ............................................................................................. ~ .. 
Ordinance violation: 

Municipal ordinance .............................................................................. .. 
County ordinance ............................ 0' ................................................. .. 

Total ................................................................................................ .. 

Total criminal ................................................................................. . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Civil infractions ......................................................................... .. 
Criminal cases ....................................................................................... .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ................................................. . 

Grand totaL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 

N/A 
N/\ 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

..2l..1}. 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

163,170 
52,038. 

215,208 

215,208 

162,552 

53,609 
18,032 
71 .. 641 

234,193 

1,652,378 
481,079 

2,133,457 

2,133,457 

2,582,858 

155,353 
46,158 

201",511 

201,511 

150,428 

41,892 
15,470 
57,362 

207,790 

1,542,521 
403,923 

1,946,444 

1,946,444 

2,355,745 

Triald 

Jury 
Civil ......... 100 

Non-jury 
137,830 

8,329 
40,228 

186,387 

Total 
137,930 

10,286 
41,866 

190,082 

Civil dispositions 

Dismissed before hearing ... 63,581 

Criminal ...... 1,957 
Trafficm •••••• 1,638 

Total .......... 3,695 

Criminal dispositions 

Traffic dispositions 

Civil infractions: 
After hearing.................. 242,009 
Other than hearing .. : .......... 1,300,512 

Criminal cases: 
Bond estreature .............................. .. 
Plea .......................... . 
Other •••••• .., ................. . 

8,846 
233,794 
119,417 

Jury tri~l: 
Convic.tion ................... o. .... .. 

Acquittal or dismissed " 
Convicted after plea •••• 
Adjudication withheld ••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Convi~tion .. o.(i ................... . 

Acquittal or dismissed •• 
Convicted after plea •••• 
Adjudica tion wi thheld ••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP., 
N/ A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition of unit of cOl1nt: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

478 
1,059 

313 
107 

2,887 
2,925 
1,227 
1,290 

Before trial: 
Convicted after plea •••• 
Adjudication withheld ... 
Di,7missed , ............. .. 
Transferred to 

anothet:' c.ourt .......... o.o. .. .. 
Other .................. .. 

() 

94,660 
26,544 
49,852 

"f~j}A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N!A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint, from a single criminal episode. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn •. \ 

A non-jury trial is counted at the pOint when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. All civil cases riot disposed 
by jury trial or dismissed before trial are considered disposed by judge (non-jury trial). 

jExplanation of data included in the category. 
Summary procedure cases are those involving $0 to $1,500 in damages. 
Other civil cases are those involving $1,500 to $2,500 as well as nonmonetary civil cases. 

mlnformation on disposition type or tri~l data: 

T"ials are held for criminal traffic cases only. Hearings ar~ held for civil infractlons; these hearings are not included with the trial 
data. 

Source: Office of State Courts Administrator, Florida Judidal System Statistic~l Report, 1978 (Tallahassee, ~lorida). Stati,j'tics are fr",!, the 
annual report except that totals have beep. computed where nece.ssaryo. ~. 
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GEORGIA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
(~ 

~ I,.--------------~"~\'~i 
~f' .1 

7 justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction CJver cases of 

constitutional issue, title to land, 
validity of and construction of wills, 
habeas corpus, extraordinary 
remedies, convictions of capital 
felonies, equity, divorce, alimony. 

Capital felonies. 
Constitutional i£sue. 

I.';. 

, 

CIVIl, COURT 
(2) 
3 judges 
jurisdiction: 

Title to land, wills, 
equity, divorce. 

COUNTY 
COURT (3) 
Jurisdiction: 
-Misdemeanors. 

-Civil law (Bibb 
County $3.000 limit, 

I Richmond County 
1 .. \$10,000 limit). 

Jury trials. 

'I., "Felony preliminary, 
warrants. (. 

jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF 
THE PEACE COURT 
",1.560 judgeships " 
Jurisdiction: 
-Contracts, tort, or conversion un:ler 
$200. 

-Issue warrants and act as Court of 
Inq\1iry. 

- Certified questio!)s and certiorari 
from Court of Appeals. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over lower 

courts in cases in which the Supreme 
Court has no exclusive appellate 
jurisdiction.'" 

SUPERIOR COURT (42) 
101 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive divorce, title to land, and (! 

equity jurisdiction. Law. 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 

Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
- juvenile (if nO juvenile court). 

jury trials. 

, 

JUVENILE 
COURT (50) 

MUNICIPAL 
COURT (2) 
2judges 
jurisdiction: 

~f 

IJ 

42 judges, Superior 
and State Court" 
judges and 19 juvenile 
referees serve in " 
counties with no 
juvenile court. 
Jurisdiction: 
-Dependent. neg-

-Civil law and 
landlord-tenant cases 

lected. delinquent 
juveniles. 

A 

(amo'unt varies). 
-Misdemeanors and 
preliminary hearings 
in 2 courts. 

Jury trials indvil cases. 
" 

J 

STATE COURT 
(63) 
76 judges 
jurisdiction: 
-Civil law cases. 
-Misde!lleanor, felony, 
preliminaries. 

jury trials. 

SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT (86) 

MAGISTRA TE'S COURT (4) 

86 judges 
jurisdiction: " 
- Civil actions under $500 (varies to 

$1,000). 
- Cdmm.itting magistrate, issues 

criminal warrants. 

4 magistrates , 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil law and landlord-tenant under 

$1,000 in Clarke County. 
- Felony preliminaries, misdemeanor" 

guilty pleas. 

jury trials in some locations. 
jury trials. 
~~==~----------~, 

~------~--------~ 

'0 

PRQBA TE COURT (159) 
159 judges 
Jurisdiction,' 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in probate of 

.' wills, administration of estates, 
appointment of guardians, issuance·' 
of IUl)acy cO!llmissio~s. 'lJ1d issuance 
of ma'rriage li,enses. 

" Traffic in. some counties. 
- Truancy In'some counties. 

No jury trials, 

t Indicates route of appeal, 

RECORDERS COURT, . 
MAYOR'S COURT 
CRIMINAL COURT, 
MUNICIPAL COURT, f-'<::: 
CITY COUNCIL <;9U~ ~,..,-.~- . 
POLICE COURT (""3e~I-.·. 
Jurisdiction: ~>.~(, _! 
-Ordinance violations, traffic, felon? 
preliminaries. 

Ng jury trials. 

191 

Courtof 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courtof 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

",' 71-'.1; 
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GROI.GIA SlJPIIIIIIR OOUllrb 

Court of last resort 
7 justices 

July 1, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

Beginning Filed <;) Disposed End 
pendi'?llli~_~_=--__ -:-____________________ ""p.::e::n;:;di",n::Jg"-__ _ 

J Cases: 
Appeals: 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Requests to ...,peal: 

Applications for certiorari ••••••••••••••••••• ,~ •••••••••••• 
Applications (hab~as corpus) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Applications for interlocutory appeal ••••••••••••••• " •••••• 

Total": ...•••.•..••.•... , ........................................ . 
Total other cases ..................... ~ ." ...................... . 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

IflA 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion •••••••••••• 760 
Transfer to Court of 

Appeals.................. 71 
Other ,...................... 33 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

eGa"es not included in th1 total to avoid double counting: 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,506 (113)e 

359 ( 52)e 
129 ( 33)e 

65 ( 28)e 
553 (113)e 
553 (113)e 

1,530 (113)e 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

IflA 

N/A 

Requests to appeal granted are not count,ed as disposed until the resulting appeals are disposed; similarly the resulting appeals are not 
counted as new filing. These granted requests to appeal are the numbers appearing in parentheses in the profile. 

hpigure was computed: 
Appeals disposed figure was calculated from othel!" disposition data. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the clerk of the Supreme Court and "Analysis of the cases and enumerations of error decided by the Supreme 
Court of Georgia," a mon"8raph written by Jonathan A. Weintraub and Patricia A. Meriwether in September, 1978. Statistics are taken 
from unpublished data and the monograph except that totals were computed where necessary. 

GEORGIA OOUU OF APl'EALSb 

Intersediate appellate court 
3 divisioas, 9 judges 

July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

-------------------------------~--------------~------------~~~~:-------------:_~------------~~----~------~~----E;r_~" ~g-ng -~-\I' " Filed Disposed " I 
_______ ~--------------------------------------------~~-p~e~n~d~i~n~g--------------___________________________________ ""pe~n"'d~ 1 __ _ 

·,F Cases: 
Appeals: 
Total appeals --0 --X ····· ... ············· .. ················'!······f .. ····· 

Other' cases: 
Original proceediDgs •••••••••••••••• i • • • • • . • . • • • • • . . • • • • • • • . • 0 x: 
Requests to appeal: 

Application in interlocutory matter •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 
Total,1)ther cases ................................................... --0-

X 
-.,--X 

Total cases ...................... . ' ................................ . o 2,000 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications usec! by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for"this case type are kn~ to be included in the total but wer,~ not available by category. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

N/A 

N/A 
IflA 

N/A 

" 

--0 

o 

o 
--0 

o 

During 1978, this court changed its reporting period from the ,calendar year to the fisca~ year as a result, data displayed 'in this chart 
overlap by six montha the data ,presented for this court for the 1977 court year. 

Source: Unpublisned data provided by the cl~'rk of the Court of Appeals. 

') 
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GEORGIA SUPERIOR COURTci 
CDurt: of general jurisdiction 

42 circuits, 101 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

;\ 

ChUd : 
Domestic relations ................................ :' ........................ .. 
Other civil: 

General ,~ivil ....................... il ........................ ~ ........... . 
Independent motions ......................................................... . 

TDtal, ........................................................ . 

Total civil 

Crimnald : 
Felony ........................................................ . 
Misdemeanor ............................................................................... .. 

Total criminal ...... :" ... .'; •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ............ . 

Traf£ic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Trialdlm 

Beginnin~ 
pending 1 

43,258i 

42,448i 
18,730i 
61,178i 

104,436i 

1.6,031 i 

9,572 i 

25,603i 

3,145i 

133,184i 

" 

193 

Filed DispDsedi End 
pendingil 

57,573 56,947i 43,956gi 

34,880 30,830i 44,484gi 
18,244 15,632i 22,179gi 
53,124 46,462i 66,663gi 

110,697 103,409i 110,619gi 

26,293 24,600i 18,423gi 
15,730 14,933i 9,918gi 

42,023 39,538i 28,341gi 

12,807 13,548i 3,517gi 

165,527 156,495i 142,477gi 

Civil: 
NDn-jury ~ Civil dispositiDnslm 

Domes tic rela tions ........................ . 
Other civil ........... , ............ . 

Total ............................... . 
Crilrlnal (counts): " 

Felony ............................. . 
Misdemeanor .................................... .. 

309 
1,752 
2,061 

2,574 
254 

TDtal •• / ••••••••••••••• , ............. 2,828 
Ti<affic (counts)....................... 59 

Grand tDtal ............................ 4,948 

Criminal dispositionslm 

29,298 
10,976 
40,274 

428 
260 
688 

62 
,41,024 

Felony Misdemeanor ~ 

Pleas 
Bond ....... " ............ .. 
Dismissal/nol prDsequi •••• 
Dead dDcketm ............ .. 
Other .................... . 

,25,345 
o 

7,480 
2,416 

286 

8,227 
3,257 
4,778 
. 416 

207 

B9ldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

CJudge information: 

33,572 
3,257 

12,258 
2,832 

493 

29,607 
12,728 
42,3?5 

3,002 
514 

3,516 
121 

45,972 

Before trial 
judgment 

Domestic relations ••••• 
Other civil" ......... .. 

15,442 
15,246 

Five-year administra-
tion termiuation ....... 406 

Traffic dispDsitionslm 

Pleas ......................... . 
Bond .......................... . 
Dismissal/nolle prDsequi •••••••• 
Dead docketm ... ' .............. .. 
Other ........................ .. 

4,512 
8,7 /18 
1,125 

102 
141 

Dismissal or 

~~ 

11,492 
18,057 

431 

Superior Court judges handle juvenile cases in those counties without Juvenile Courts. These case~ are' included on the Juvenile CDurt 
statistical profile. 

dCa,se definition or unit of CDunt, 
A civil case is count~d with the filing of a petitiDn or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment Dr accusation. 
A jury trial is cDunted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decisJ.Dn. 

8Change ;tn 'pepding does nDt equal the difference between filings alld dispositions: 
Figures are as given by the annual report and the administrative office of, the court. 

i"D~ ta are not complete: <.) __ 

Beginning pending figure represents Dnly cases filed between July I, 1970, and June 30, 1977 that were not dispDsed priDr to July 1, 1977. 
DisPQsed and "end pending figures represent only cases filed between July 1, 1970, and June 30, 1978 that were either disposed during or still 

pending at the end of 1978. " <J 

lSpecial source or ~evision in data: 
Beginning pending figures were tiiken from the 1977'\ annual repDrt where they are given as end pending figures for the 1977 court year. 
End "pending, trial, and type Df disposition figures were supplied by the administrative oUce of the courts during the process of.,data 

vllrification. 
mlnformatiDn on disposition type or trial data: 

"Dead docketUrefers to criainal or traffic cases which were placed Dn inactive status. 
Trial and dispDsition categDry figures dD not equal total dispositions for Dther civil, criminal, and traffic cases as a result of the use 

of differinll counti:ag methods in some circuits. Figures; for trials arid types of dispDsitions are given by the number of CDunts involved. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Fifth Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, 1979). 'Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been cDmputed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by 'the administrative office o~ the court 
during data verification: 

" 
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GEORGIA STATE OOORT AIID OOllllrf OOORT 
Court of lXaited jurisdiction 

63 courts, 76 judges; 3 courts 
July 1, 1977 to JUDe 30, 1978 

Cirlld : 

Beginning 
pending 

General civil......... ......................................... 39,316fh 
Independent motionb ........ ........................ ............ 25,986fh 

Total civil 65,302fh 

Criloinald : 
Hisd_snor .................................................... 24,796h 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ........................................................................ """~,"" ................ .. 

Grand total ···i,················································· ... 
Trialdl 

Jury 

Cb:U .............. . 945 
948 
347 

4,954 
1,910 
2,568 
9,432 

Criloinal ........... . 
Traffic ••••••.••••••• 

Total 2,240 

. Criloinal dispositionslm 

Plea ................... . 
Bond ................... . 
Dismissal/nolle prosequi. 
Dead docketm .......... .. 
Other ••••••••••••••••••• 

42,928 
7,091 

14,589 
3,801 

250 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

bparticular court OJ; reporting system information: 

24,796h 

26,320h 

116,4i8f 

5,899 
2,858 
2,915 

11,672 

Independent motion cases werebfirst counted in fiscal year 1977 .. 
dCsse definition or unit of count: I! 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed I!isposed 

88,202 84,921 
59,491 55,154 

147,693 140,075 

73,402 68,000 

73,402 68,000 

173,221 164,098 

394,316 372,173 

Civil dispositions1m 

Judgment , .............. .. 103,078 
19,355 Dis:nissal/ settled •••••••• 

Five-year administrative 
termination ...................... .. 37 

Traffic dispositionslm 

Plea 
Bond ................... . 
Dismissal/nolle prosequi. 
Dead docketm ........ ; ••• 
Other .................. . 

67,294 
90,457 
10,995 

1,815 
754 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or accusation. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. 

fBeginnning peuding figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending "figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as calculated from the data given. 

hFigure was computed: (f 

Beginning pending figu1'es were computed from filed, disposed~ and end . pending data given in the annual report. 
ISpecial source or revisiC'n in data: 

End pending, trial, and type of disposition data were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
mlnformation OIl disposition type or trial data: r 

MDead docket"' refers to' criainal or traff1.c. cases which were pu;t "on.} inactive status. 

End 
pending 

42,5971 
30,3231 

72,9201 

30,1981 

30,1981 

35,4431 

138,5611 

"\11 
, .1 

tF 

Trial and disposition category figures do not equal total dispositions for civil. crilllinal. 'and traffic cases asa result of the use of 
differing counting methods. Figures for criloinal trials and type of disposition are given by the number of c9unts involved. 

Sour::e: Administrative Office of the Courts, Fifth Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, 1979). Statistics are from the annual repo."t 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the administrative office of the court 
during data verification. I.} 
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Civil: 

GEORGIA l'IIOllATE OOORT 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

159 counties. 159 judges 
July 1. 1977 to June 30. 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Filed 

Estate ~ 

N/A 

~ 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Kisdeaeanor 

Total criminal " ............................................... 
Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Gran~ total .................................................. . 

Criainal ....... . 
Traffic " ...... . 

Total ........... . 

Trialdm 

Non-jury 
7 

599 
606 

'Total 
--7-

599 
606 

N/A 

5,323 

5,323 

10,254h 133,678 

10,513fhi 139,001i 

Criloinal dispositions1m 

Plea .................... . 
Bond ••••••••••••••••••••• 

" Dismissal/nolle prosequi •• 
Dead docketm ........... .. 
Other .................. .. 

1,633 
3,240 

411 
o 

30 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSI'. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the <lata are u.'lavailable. 
- m Not applicable. 

dCsse definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or accusnt.ion; 

195 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

~ 2911 

5,291 2911 

131,106 12,8261 

136,397 i 13,1l7il 

Traffic dispositionslm 

Plea 
Bond ................... . 
Dismissal" ...... , ....... . 
Dead docketm ........... . 
Other ................. .. 

30,695 
94,639 

6,097 
12 

313 

A non-jury trial is counted if tried to decision. . 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pend:l'ng figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figure is as calculated from the data supplied. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figure was calculated from filed, disposed, and end. pending data. 
inata are not complete: 

Grand total figures do not inClude civil cases. Although civil cases are handled by the Probate Court, no data concerning them were 
available for inclusion in the court profile. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Criainal and traffic disposition and end pending information was supplied by the administrative office of the gourt dU!,ing data verification. 

IIlInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
"Dead docket" refers to criainal or traffic cases which were put on inact-ive status. 
Trial and disposition category figures do not equal .. total dispositions for crilllinal and traffic cases as a result of the use of different 

counting methods. Figures(!:for tri:IS and type of disposition are given by the number of counts involved. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courri., Fifth Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, 1979). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that: totals have been computed wher" necessary, and additionaI'data were supplied by the~dministrative office of the 
court during data verification. 
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Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

GEOIlGIA .J1IVEIIILE mlJUCi. 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

" 50 courts, 42c judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Juvenile traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total traff:f.c •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• 
U 

N/A 
Juvenile: 

Criminal-type offense: 
Delinquent , .................... '.............................. N/A 

Status offens",: 
Unruly ••• '.!. \................................................. N/A 

Hon-offense: I,', . 

Deprived ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 
Other juvenile: 

Special proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 

Total juvenile ........ ,. ................................. ~~~ ...................... . N/A 

Grand total N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
cJudge information: 

2,317 

2,317 

20,393 

8,041 

4,387 

33,843 

36,160 

Oisposedij 

~::'l 

2,170i 

2,170i 

19,048i 

7,6171 

4,0161 

1,004i 

31,685i 

33',855i 

End 
pend~ 

-~ 
264 

3,188 

1,280 

800 

235 

5,267 

5,531 

There were 8 full-time and 34 part-time Juvenile Court judges serving this cour~. In addition, 6 State Court judges, 36 Superior Court 
judge::::, and 19 appointed referees serve as juvenile judges" handling cases in coun~ies with no Juvenile Court. Data ft'om these 61 other 
judges are included in this profile. ' 

Superior Court jud'ges handle juvenile cases in those counties 
Court: figures. 

lOata are nat. complete: 
Disposed figures do not include data for Ware County. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

without a sepa'rate JuVeni71e Court. 

II 
Those cases are inc.luded in these Juvenile 

Filed figures are the number of children against: which complaints or petitions were filed in Superio't', State, or JuvenIle Courts. 
Disposed figures are the number of children for which all charges against them are disposed. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
Disposition and end pending figures werecsuppl:[ed by the state court administrative office during the data verification process. 

Source: The Administrative Office of the Courts, Fifth Annual Report (Atlanta, Georgia: February, 1979). Statistics are from the' annual 
report exc.ept. that totals have been computed where necessary, and additional information was supplied by the administrative office 
of the courts during data verification. 

GEORGIA IIIJNICIP AL mORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 2 judges 
July I,. 1977 to June 30, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in th~ Municipal Court for fiscal year 1978. 
==============================-==========.==-===~'=:===========-a.==aa=-__ -= __ =-__ ~ ________ ~ __ ~ ____ -=~~ __ ~==~ __ aa=-==-= __ ~I~ 

GEOIlGIA CIVIL mORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

02 ~ourts. 3 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

Ther" were no data available for cases handled in the Civil Court for fiscal y,ear 1978. 

GEOIlGIA SllALL CLADIS mORT 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 
, 86 courts , 86 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

There were no data available fo~ cases han,i'led in the Small Claims Court for fisca", year 1978. 

GEOIlGIA MAGISTRATE'S mORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 courts J 4 magistrates 
July I, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

There were no data available for cases, hand~",d in the Magistrate's Court for fiscal year 1978. 

GEORGIA JUSTICE OF TIlE PEACE mURT 
Court of liaited jur,isdiction 

IV 1560 judgeships 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice of the Peace Court for\",fiscal year 19,78. 

GEOIlGIA RECORDER,' S mUlrl",." HAYOR' 5 mua,r, IIIJNlCIPAL mORT, 
CITY mUNCIL mORT, l'Oi;'ICE mORT, AliD .CRIHlNAL mORT 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
1V383 courts 

July 1, 1977 to June 3~. 1978 

II' ,I' 

There were no data available for cas,es handled in the Recorder's Cou;;t, Mayor's Court, Municipal Court, City Council Court, PoHc~ Court, 
or Criminal Court for fiscal year 1978. 
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GUAM COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

Appeals to the United States 
District Court for the Territory 

of Guam (9th Circuit) 

SUPERIOR COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
"Original jUrisdiction in all civil cases 

ariSing under the laws of Guam except 
for c~uses arising under the 
constitution, treaties, laws of the 
United States, and arty other mailer 
involving the Territorial Income Tax 
Law. 

- Original jurisdiction in all criminal 
cases arising under the laws of Guam 
except for causes arising under the 
constitution, treaties,laws of the 
United States, and any other m:ltter 
involving the Territorial Income Tax 
Law. 

- Original jurisdiction in traffic matters. 
Appellate jurisdiction ever traffic 
cases with a fine greater than $25 or a 
jail sentence. Traffic Violations 
Bureau processes all traffic citations 
illegal parking, and moving violation's, 

"Original jurisdiction in all juvenile 
matters. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

o 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 
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GOAK SUPBRIOIl mmrr 
Court of general jurisdiction 

1 court, 5 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

CivUd : 

2,204 
2,958 

Law: 
Civil ....................................................... . 

Small claims .................................................. . 

132 
Renl property rights: 

Land registration ............................................ . 

437 
827 

355 

Domestic relations: 
Domestics .................................................................................................... .. 

Estate ............................................................... :~ ............................................. .. 
Other civil: 

Special proceedings ............... •••• .. • .... • .. • .... •••••• .. • 

Total civil .................................................... . 6,913 

203 

~ 

Cri!!dnald : 

~e;::~e~~~~ .. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :.-: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ': : 
Total criminal ................................................ .. 340 

Traffic: 

Total traffic .................................................. . 3,303 

Juvenile: 
Cri!!dnal-type offense: 

Juvenile delinquency ................................. -................... " ........................ .. 144 

Other juvenile: 
Juvenile special proceedings ................................ . ~. 

Total juvenile ........................................ , ........ . 381 

Grand total .................................................... .. 10,937 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSI'. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Filed 

930 
2,326 

27 

816 
155 

~ 

4,490 

271 

~ 

685 

18,512 

816 

~ 

935 

24,622 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petitioll or complaint. . comp1~ints. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informatlons~ indictments, or 

End 
Disposed pending 

2,501 633 
3,925 1,359 

142 17 

919 334 
941 41 

~ ~ 

8,953 2,450 

248 226 
345 ~ 

593 432 

16,948 4,876 

935· 25 

~ --'..!! 
1,273 43 

27,767 7,792 

Source: Superior Court of Guam, ~nnua1 Repor= CAgana, Guam). 
where necessary. 

Statistics are from the a~"ua1 report except that totals have been computed 
i:. 
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,-----.... +1".::.':----'"'1 
LAND COUR'i~f 
2 first 'circuit judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Matters involving legal title to fee 

simple land and easements. 

. 

" 

" 

t Indicates route of appeal 

HAWAII COURT SYSTEM, 1978 
:;0<",,-,, 

SUPREI\1:E C01~RT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

)! 

- Appeals.from lower courts. 
" 

j 

t J~t 
~----------~------~ 

CIRCUIT COURT (4)* 
23 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil matters over $5(1.0, domestic 

relations. probate. 
- Felonies. Misdemeanor and traffic 

jury trials. 
- Juvenile. 

Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (4)* 
17 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

TAX APPEAL COURTt 
2 first circuit judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Disputt!s between tax assessor and 

taxpayer. 

- Civil actions under $5,000. small 
cl~iins (ujJder $300). and landlord
tenant. 

- Misdemeanors. traffic and other 
violations. felony preliminaries. 

No jury trials. 

] 

199 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

( The Land Court and Tax Appeal Court hear special cases. but are considered general jurisdiction courts for this report because circuit judges serve . 
• The Ci~cuit Court and District CO'lrt are both courts of record, DistriCt Courts hear high volume cases. The Circuit Court .hears all jury trials. For 
purpo~es of this report, the Circuit Court is considered a court of general jurisdiction since it handles felony cases. 
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HAWAII !;UPIlEHK OOURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••.•••••••••••••. 
Cr1JUnal: 

Criminal" •••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
Traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••. 

Total ...................................................... .. 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Beginning 
pending 

283 

184 
8 

19,2 
'""475 

\~, Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus .......................................................... ~ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 41 
Prohibition .............................................. 21 
Mandamus .. ;.............................................. 11 
Other .................................................... 11 

Total........................................................ 8 
Requests to appeal .......................................... ,,' 

Total other cases ............................................. --8-

Total cases ..................................................... 483 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests................... .......... ................ 2 
Other matt.ers: 

Motions ...................................................... --2Q. 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 52 

Manner of disposition 

Appeals: 
Civil ............. .. 
CrilIlinal: 

Written 
opinionlll 

41 

Criminal .......... 45 
Traffic ........... 0 

Original proceedings •• 5 
:itehea-ring requests....... 4 
Motions............................. 10 

Total ................... 111 

Motion to 
dismiss 
granted 

4 
o 
o 
o 
o 

----ro 

Withdrawals 
and 

discontinued Other 

41 

1.7 
3 
o 
o 
o 

-n-

1 

2 
o 

16 
6 

522 
547 

,\ 

Time periodsl (average months) 

Appeal filed to regular opinion filed •••••••••• 
Appeal filed Co memoraLlduti opinion filed ....... 

Civil 
28.2 
17.3 

Filed 

201 

146 
11 

157 
"""'"""'351l 

374 

11 

~ 

533 

Disposed 

95 

81 
61 
51 
21 

21 

187 

10 

~ 

542 

Disposition of cases 

Affit":l).ed (including reversed in part 
and modified and affirmed) ••••••••• 

Reversals (including remands) •••••••• 
Other (including dismissal of 

appeal and denial of petition 
in 'original proceeding) ......... ', .. 

Appeals 

Other 
---0:0 

0.0 

Original 
proceedings 

2.6 
0.3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by th¢ NCSP. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
The breakdown of original jurisdiction cases was supplied by the office of the clerk of the Supreme Court. 

mcatego!i'ies for disposition type or trial dnta: 
Written opinions include both full and per curiam opinions. 'there were 113 opinions written on 111 cases. 

60 
29 

8 

End 
pending 

389 

262 
16 

278 
-m-

01 
21 
01 
11 
3 

--3 

670 

3 

40 

43 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: ·Annual Report 1977-1978 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1979). 
included in the annual report. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed 
additional da'ta were supplied by the clerk of court during da,ta verification. 

Source of case da ta is 
\mere. necessary, and 

----------------~----------'~~o~----------------~----------------~ 

() 

= 

.~. 
~ 

HAWAII C",:,{tllJT OOURT 
Court of general jhl':lsdiction 

4 circuits, 23c )~~ges 

201 

July 1, 1977 to June 3\1 1918 
Beginning '~"~~====-=FcialQe~d==========~~--D-i-S-po-s-e~d--------------~E~n~d~,--'" 

pending pending, 

··Civil.d : 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Personal injury or property damage or both, motor vehicle .. 

Other tort: 
Personal injury or 'property damage or both, 

non-motor vehicle • I I •••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................. ; ................................. ~ ..... . 
Contract .............................................. \~ .. ,<!;:-•. '~~' .. .. 

1,268 

867 
2,135 
1,879 

Real property rights: ((;"il '. ~''''' 
Condemnation ................................. a 0 ................ '-,; -.-:: ~~9 
Landj ........................................................ .~"< 
Mechanics' and materialmen's lien................ ............ 177' 

Total......................................................... 406 
Da.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................... . 
Annulment •••••••••. , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Separation and separate maintenance •••••••••••••••••••••• ~. 

Total ...................... '1" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Support/custody: 
Uniform reciprocal enforcement ............................ . 

Adoption: 
Adoption proceedings ...................................... . 

Other da.estic relations: 
Paternity/pat'ental proceedings ............................ . 
Miscellaneous proceedingo--Family Courd ••••••••••••••••••• 
Adult's refenals ......................................... . 
Supplemental proceedings-Family Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................... •••••••• .... ·,··· .... ••••• .. ••• .. • 
Total .............................. : ........... • .. • .. •• ...... • 

Estate: 
Probate/vills/intestate: 

Regular probate ......... -..:.i} .............................. . 
Small estate over $10,000 .......................... ', ......... .. 
Small estate over FOO .................................... . 
Small estate under $700 .................................. .. 

Total .................................. •• .... ••• .. • .. ·; .... • 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: ~ 

Regular guardianship ...................... ,' ;;' ..... '.' ...... .. 
Small guardianship ........................ 1~:> ............. .. 
S,l'ecial ................................................... . 

Total ...................................... •••• .. • .. • .. ••• .. 
Total ••••••••• ,j •••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••• I 

Mental health ................................................. . 
Other civil: 

Naturalization ••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• , 

, Other .civil action ............ ~ ....................... , ..... .. 
Other special proceedings ..... : ............................. . 
Supplemental proceedingsj .................................. .. 
DiatrJ,ct Court: tr~nsfersj ............................... •••••• 

Total .......................... ·,······· ...... •••• .. ••• .... •• .. 

Total "civil ••••• , ................................................ . 

Criainald : 
Ff:loDyl • I" •••••••••••• ~ ••••••••• I •••••••• I ••••••••••••••• :: <,i • ••• 

H1Bd~aDot'l •••••• " •• I ...... I I ••••••••••• f ••• I .................. . 

Other criainal: 
Criminal actions in Family Court ............................ . 

T~:tal' criminal •• I •••• I I • I I •••••• I I ••••••••••• I •• I I •••••••••••••• 

r~ 

Traffic: 
DVl/DUI: 

Driving under the influence ................................ .. 
Other traffic violations: 

Traffic offenses ........................................... .. 
Juv<;nile traffic .............. , .... , .............. , ........ .. 

Total •••••••••••••• I ............... " •••••••• ' ••••••••••••• , ••••• 

Total traffic ............. \ ..................................... . 
JuvenUe:,. ..' 

C~1ainal-type offense: 
Law violation ••••••••.••• I •••• " ••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2,947 
13 

120 
3,080 

661 

436 

626 
722 
368 

2,138 
3,854 
8,031 

2,418 
o 

462 
259 

3,139 

2,925 
826 
292 

4,043 
7,182 

(j) 

216 
2,370 

631 
1,012 

157 
4,386 

24,019 

1,9991 
5381 

, 2,567 

11 

39 
45 

__ 8_4 

95 

2,036 
Sl:atlis offense: 

Needing protective supervision •••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,; " 

Non-offenae: .' 
518 

Needing servi.ces ........... ', •••••••• .""," o. ',"' •••••••••••••••• 
Other 'jUVenile: " . 

Other ...................... ~ ••• " ••••••• " ••••••• ' •.•••••••••••••• 
t Su!,plem.lj!ntal proc,eed1ngs ••• , •• "'~" ., •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 
Total •••••••••••••••• 10 ••••• , ,. ••• " ................................ c 

Total juve\lile ................................................ .. 

Gran~ total ........................................... '.1" ....... . 

l' 167 

138 
555 

~ 

3,414 

30,095 

629 

526 
l,i'55 
1,434 

38 
o 

159 
197 

5,693 
19 

105 
5,817 

2,401 

714 

657 
1,580 

803 
2,684 
5,724 

14,656 

675 
40 

595 
241 

1,551 

338 
23 
o 

361 
1,912 

(j) 

532 
1,357 

303 
964 
106 

3,262 

22,616 

1,7291 
3081 

2,097 

15 
57 
T1 ---.r-
81 

4,785 

1,367 
t1 

365 

360 
879 

~ 

7,756 

32,550' 

r/ 

738 

475 
1,213 
1,399 

82 
o 

147 
229 

5,058 
14 
83 

5,155 

1,847 

593 

569 
1,150 

825 
2,188 
4,732 

12,327 

705 
1 

409 
262 

1,377 

154· 
97 
16 

267 
1,644 

(j) 

628 
1,256 

122 
774 
123 

2,903 

19,715 

1,732 

11 

23 
66 

~ 

100 

o 

4,843· 

1,348 

290 

_> (;~~~5 
,'.' 925 
1,270 

1,751 

29,298 

1,159 

918 
2,077 
1,914 

176 
9 

189 
374 

3,582 
18 

142 
3,742 

1,215 

557 

714 
1,152 

346 
2,634 
4,846 

10,360 

2,388 
39 

648 
238 

3,313 

3,109, 
752 
276 

4,137 
7,450 

(j) 

120 
2,471 

812 
1,202 

140 
4,745 

26,920 

2,932 

31 
36 
67 

76 

1,978 

537 

242 

153 
509 
662 

3,419 

33,347 

(contiriued on next page) 
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Hawaii Circuit Court (continued) 

Triald 

Civil: 
Tort: 

Auto tort ............... 
Other tort ............. 

Total .................... 
Contract ................. 
Rea1 property rights ..... 
Da..estic relations ....... 
Other civil .............. 

Total civil ............... 

Jury Non-jury Total 

16 8 24 
21 14 35 
37 22 59 
13 63 76 

1 5 6 
20 47 67 
19 72 91 
90 209 299 

Crillinal. dispositions 

Felony 
and 

misdeaeanor 
Plea (no trial held) ••.••••••••••••• 638 
Dismissal •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 245 

"Nolle prosequi (no service) •••••••• 308 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 178 

Traffic dispositions 

Other 
criminal 
--4--

9 
16 
18 

Cri.aina1: 
Felony and misdetaeanor .,. 246 67 313 

Other traffic 
IlIII/DUI violation 

Other criminal ........... 0 
Total criminal ............ 246 

Traffic: 
Dlii/DUI ................... 0 
Other traffic violati:ons 2 

Total traffic ............. 2 
Grand total ....... ., ......... 338 

3 3 
70 316 

0 0 
0 2 
0 2 

279 617 

Contested hearing (juvenile) 
Uncontested hearing (juvenile) •••••• 
Dismissed ........................... 3 
Nolle prosequi (no service) ......... 2 
Plea (no trial held) ................ 0 
Counseling service (juvenile) ••••••• 
Other ................................ 6 

Civil dispositions 

Real 
Auto Other property Domes'tic Other 
tort tort Contract 

Contested hearing .............. --0 --0- ---O-

Uncontested hearing ............ 2 1 22 
Dismissal ....................... 575 337 620 
No service ..................... 17 7 39 
No answer ...................... 24 11 340 
No statement of readiness ...... 11 15 38 
No trial held ................... 64 35 53 
Counseling service ............. 
Other .......................... 21 34 211 

Juvenile dispositions 

Contested hearing 

Crimina1-type 
offense 

765 
1,9551 
1,763 

360 

Uncor:.tes ted hearing ... .. 
Counseling service ...... . 
Other ................. .. 

Boldface headings'indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
- = Not applicable. 

Status 
offense 
--6-9-

263 
951 

65 

rights relations 
S 1,603 
8 5,665 

38 
0 
2 
0 
7 560 

809 
160 3,623 

Non-off~DSe 

138 
'102 

( ;g ie 

Other 
juvenile 

102 
174 
252 
742 

Estate 
---5 

965 
29 

645 

Total 
1,074 
2,924 
2,986 
1,197 

civil 
202 

767 
873 
19 
82 
58 
37 

774 

7 
16 

4 
2 
5 

42 
11 

Total 
1,818 
7,430 
2,472 

82 
459 
122 
756 
809 

5,468 

Total 
642 

254 
324 
196 

Total 
--7-

.16 
7 
4 
5 

42 
17 

'.~ 
CJudge information: ' j' 

'~rere are a total of 23 (16 circuit, 2 family, and 5 district family) judges that hear Circuit Court proper and Family,Court cases. ~ !the 
'--, f~ r,st circuit, Family Court cases are heard by the 2 Family Court and 5 District Family Court judges. In the other three ci.rcuJ,ts,l>oth 

d.'icuit and district, court judges hear Fall!ily Court cases in addition to their regular assignments. All Family Court data are included 
with the Circuit Court data Dn this table gnd in the sUClllUlry tables in Part I of this repoTt. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the poin~ when an opening statement or the introducti~n of any evidence occur;s .. 

jExplanation o! data il'cluded in the category: 
Land cases handled" by the Land Court are not included. 
Miscellaneous family contains mental health c<:,ses. 
Supplemental proceedings in the other civil category include supplemental proceedinl.ls on criminal as well as ci"il cases. 
District: Court transfers are cases initiated in the District Court that demand ujury trial. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: 
Data breakdown for felony and Llisdemeanor cases was obtained by telephone from the administrat;lve office of the courts. 
This figui'e was "correc.ted by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

Source: Administrative Db:ector of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1971-1978 (llonolu1u, Hawaii: 1979). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been cQmputed where necessary, and corrections and additional data we~e supplied by the ,state;! 
court administrative office during data verification. ' 
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Civild : 
Rea1 property rights: 

HAWAII LAliIl COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

2 first circuit judges serve 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Contested land registration cases ....•....................... 83 

Total civil 

Grand totalk 

Boldface headings indicate; the classifications used by the NCSP. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

83 

83 

Filed Disposed 

47 

47 

53 47 

203 

End 
pending 

89 

Data for the Land C~urt are included with the general jurisdiction courts because circuit judges serve. The Circuit Court also handles some 
land cases. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition 0, complaint. 

kAdditional information: 
In addition to the 53 contested land registrations filed, there were 2,801 ex parte petitions filed. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1977-1978 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1979). Statistics ar.e from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

HAWAII TAX APPEAL COURTa 
Court of general jurisdiction 

2 first circuit judges serve 
July 1,1977 to June 30,1978 . 

Beginni<lg 
pending 

Filed Disposed 

Civild : 
Appeal: Ii 

Appeal of aduduistrative agency case ........................ . 25 ---E... 
Total Civil ··'I················ .. ·I,:l········.···················· ... 25 47 

Grand total 25 47 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications u6ed by the NCSP. 

aCourt jurisdic.~ion: 
Data for Che Tax Appeal Court are included with the general jurisdiction courts because circuit judges serve. 

dCase definition o~ unit of count: 
A'civil ca~e is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

~ 

25 

25 

End 
pendinJL.. 

47 

47 

47 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1977-1978 (Honolulu, Hawaii, 1979). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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II6IIAII DISTRICT mORT 
COllrt of limited jurisdiction 

4 districts, 17c judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30; 1978 

Child: 
Tort •••• ",' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ".-.'\ ••••••••••••• 
Contract: ' L.~ 

Assumpsi t •••• .': •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••• 
S.all clailas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights':' ' 

Summary possession ........................................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Nonpayment of taxes ........................... ' .............................. .. 

Other civil ••.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Criminald : 

Beginning 
pending 

1,150 

4,120 
492 

784 

252 
59 

6,857 

Misd.,..,anor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Ordinance violation: 

Other violations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 900 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••• •••••• X 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
DWl/DUI: 

Driving under the influence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Parld.ng •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Moving arrest and citation .............................................................. .. 
Non-moving ........................................................................................ .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• 

5,020 

911 
4,160 

30,042 
18,921 
48,963 

54,034 

65,911 

CI 

Filed Disposed 

877 726 

7,741 7,290 
1,313 1,325 

800 660 

62 54 
147 ~ 

10,940 10,200 

~"- X 16,867 

20,856 18,888 

___ X ~ 

38,303 36,538 

2,613 2,493 
472,077 454,982 D 
126,585 125,781 
66,765 59,705 

193,350 185,486 

668,040 642,961 

717,283 689,699 

Civil dispositions 

Non-jury triald Discontinuance/ 
',' dismissed 

Default/ 
confession 

'-278, 
5,388 

312 
319 

Commitment to cir
cuit court, jury 
trial demanded' 

Civil: 
Tort 
Contract •••••••••••••••• 
Small clailas • '1 ......... . 

Real property rights •••• 
Other civil ............ . 

Total civil .............. . 

59 
141 
506 

55 
22 

783 

Criminal dispositi'ons 

Tort .:; ................ .. 
Contract: .................... . 
S...J.l claims .......... .. 
Real property rights •••• 
Appeal of &dministrative 

agency case ............... . 
Other civil ............ . 

Total ................... . 

Ordinance 

356 
1,728" 

503 
266 

13 
76 

2,942 

41 
44 

6,382 

Traffic disp'ositions 

33 
33 

4 
20 

° 3 
93 

End 
pending 

1,301 

4,571 
480 

924 

260 
__ 6_1 

7,597 

X 

2,868 
" 

__ X_' 

6,785 

1,031 
21',255 

30,~4,6 
25j981 
56,827 

79,113 

93,495 

I 
" 

" 

b 
~ .. 111 
t' • 
J 

Kif;demeanor violation "Total Other traffic 
Misdemeanor and ordinance violation: 

Nolle prosequi ..................... . 
Total conviction •••••• ~ ••.•••••••••• 
Discharge!',dismissal •••••••••••• , •••• 
Stricken •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BaU' forfei ture .................... . 
Commitment to Circllit Court, 
jury trial demanded .............. . 

Preliminary hearing: 
Stricken or discharged •••••••••••••• 
Committed to grand jury ••••••••••••• 
Cc.llIIllitted to circuit court ......... . 

1,271 
7,527 
4,907 
1,052 
1,643 

467 

376 
1,131 

86B' 
1,115 

15,390 

8 

1,6'47 
8,658 
5,775 
2,167 

17,033 

475 

145 
456 
182 

DWl/DUI 
Nolle' prosequi ••••••••••••••• ---s6 
Total conviction ••••••••••••• 2,162 
Discharge/dismissal.......... 136 
Stricken •••••• ' ............ '. .. 26 
Bail forfeiturii ............. 80 
Commitment to cj:rc~it court, 

jury trial demanded' 33 

Boldface headi~gs indic,ate the classification used by the NCSP. 
,X = The data for this case type are known to be included' in tho, total but were not available by category. 
- - Not applicable. 

cJudge information: 

Parld.ng 
801 

17,192 
4,500 

45,840 
386,649 

o~ 

violation 
1,148 

55,257 
13,861 
41,279 
73,935 

6 

Total 
2,005 

74,611 
18,497 
87,145 

,460,664 

39 

The five district"judges in the second, third, and fifth ~rcuits hear Family Court cases in addition to their regUlar assignments. These 
Family Court cases are displayed with the Circuit Court data in t1-.is report. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the individual offen~e on the ~nforma~ion or complaint. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the int1;oduction of any evidence occurs. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Cour .. s, State of Hawaii: Annual Report 1977'-1978 (Honolulu, Hawaii: 1979). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessllry. 1< 
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IDAHO COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in claims against 

state'(Jdvisoryopinions). 
- Appeals from interim orders and final 

judgments in District Court, 
- Appeals from administrative 'agencies. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil, personal injury and 

other tort, contracts, domestic 
relations. and habeas corpus, 

- Original criminal, felony, post
conviction review. 

- Appeals from magistrates division and 
stdte agencies and boards, 

Jury trials. 

Indicates route of appeal. 

MAGISTRATES DIVISION 
OF DISTRICT COURT (7) 
43 lawyer magistrates and 
25 non-lawyer magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil a'ctions to $5,000, forcible entry 

and detainer, liens to $1,000 on 
real and personal property; probate 
and administration of decedent 
estates; and small claims to $500, 

- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries, 
arrest warrants, and searches and 
seizures. 

- Traffic, 
- Juvenile, 
Jury trials except in small claims, 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

205 
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lllAIIO SUPREME muu 
Court of last, resort 

5 justices 
.January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

=---~==----~~=-~~==~==~------~---=~--------~----~B~e~gdi~n~ni!n~g;-----------------~------------------------_~~ __ ~~ __ ~~ ... 
pending Filedj Disposed' End Cases: 

Appeals: 
Civil: 

Auto negligence ................................. " ......... . 
Other negligence ............................................................... ~\ ............. _._ 
Tax. .appeals ............................. j ................................................................ .. 

Domestic relationS ................................................ ~ .............................. .. 
Environment/zoning ....................................... .. 
Cl,ther .................................................... .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Criminal: 

Judgments ................ e" ......................... "' ....................... ' .......................... .. 

Other .................................................... .. 
Total 

Postconrl.~ti~~ .. ~~~~;; ............................................................................. .. 

Postconviction relief ..................................... . 
Habeas corpus a.ppeals ............................ ;: •• "~""""""""""" •••• " •••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Yorlanen 1'5 compensation .......... .'~ .................................. . 
Public utility commission ................................ .. 

Total 
Juveni:l~; ......................................................... , ........................ .. 

YRA and CPAj ............................ \. ................ . 
Other appeals: 

Interlo~utory appeals ...................... '"- ........ CI ......................... .. 

Total appe1ils ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas co!'pus ....................................................................... . 
Mandamus ................................................................................. ' 
Prohibition .................................. , .......... .. 
Other .................................................. .. 

Tota1 ..................................... , ............. :. 
Disciplinary matter: •• 

DisCiplinary ............................................ _. 
Total ....................................................... . 

Requests to appeal .......................................... . 
Total,' other cases .............................................................. . 

Total cases ............ ", ..... ~ ..................................................... . 
,~ 

Other proceedings: 

Reheari9S requests ................................................. ; ........... .. 
Other m:ltters: 

Extension of time ........................................... . 
Motion to dismiss ........... " ....................... '" ..... . 
Other ...................................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings .................................. ~ ' .............. . 

5 
3 
9 

" 16f 
'1 

243 
277 f 

loaf 
17 

117f 

5f 
5, 

10f 

32 
13 
45 

2 
4 
1 
1 
8 

3 
11 

--rr 

8h 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8i 

Manner of disposition 

Civil 
. and juvenile 

Cases disp~sed with opinion ............ ==-e1:':0;:i5;'=::==-
Number of majority 'opinions ............ 89 
Per curiam opinions .................... 16 
C~~es disposed without opinion •••••••••. U 

(~ Appeals 
Criainal and 

postconvicdon r_dy 
35 
29 
6 

36 

Time interval (average days) 

1 
a 
3 

12 
1 

156 
173 

59 
18 
77 

3 
10 
13 

29 
8 

37 

4 

19 
3IT 

3 
5 
3 
5 

16 

1 
17 

-rr 

340 

40 

544 
137 
480 

1,161 

1,201 

Adainistrative 
agency 

15 
13 
2 

16 

Total 
Ts5 

131 
24 

.123 

3 
2 
5 

12 
1 

136 
159 

46 
16 
62 

4 
5 
9 

22 
9 

31 

3 

14 
'27lf 

5 
9 
2 
6 

22 

1 
23 

--:-IT 

301 

38 

535 
136 
423 

1,094 

1,132 

Or1gi~" 
jurisdiction 

2· 
2 
o 

20 

Total 
157m 
133m 

24'" 
143 

Appeal: 
Filing to at issue ................. .. 

Civil and juvenile Cr1m.nal and postconviction AdaioiatrstiYe ~ 

At issu~ to hearing .................. _ 
Hearing to final closure ............ . 

Boldface headillgs indicate the claSSifications used by the NCSl'. 

'218 
277 
180 

262 
184 
199 

,. Blank space· Not: enough informatioll is knOIill. '[he case r.ategory 
N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the .<lata are .. una:i1:~l:y not be handled· by the court. 

f 0 
Beginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not ual " 

h-' Corrections were made based on an inventory of clses. eq the end pending figure for the 1917 court year: 
Figt:re was computed, 

B~glnni.!!.8 pen~ing figure was calculated from f~ling. d18P!)Sitl~n. a'nd end periding data.. .:lCl 

197 
192 
213 

,1 

pending 

3 
1 
7 

"16 
1 

263 
291 

113 
19 

132 

4 
10 
14 

39 
12 
51 

6 

o 
o 
2 
a 
2 

3 
5 

--5 

508 

10 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

10i 

.1:. 
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iData are not complete: 
Total other proceedings pending figures do not include other matters (extension of time, !!lotion to dismiss, other) • 

jExplanation of data .included in the category: " 
Filed figures include cases added and cases transferred. 
YRA cases are juvenile delinquency cases filed under the Youth Rehabilitation Act. CPA cases involve dependent or neglected children 

petitions filed under the Child Protection Act. 
mInformation on disposition type or .trial data: 

In addition to the 133 majority and 24.,per curiam opinions, there were '44 dissenting and 24 special concurring opinions. 

Source:· 'Administrative Office of the Courts, The Idaho Courts 1978 A"nual Report and The Idaho Courts 1978 Annual Report Appendix (Boise, 
Idaho). Statistics are from the annual Teport except that. totals have been calculated where necessary. 

lllAIIO DISTRICT oomcr 
Court' of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 2S judges 
January 1, 1978 to Dece.ber 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Tort: 

Personal injury/property damage ............................ .. 
SlIall claills .................................................. . 
Doaesticrclations: 

Support/custody: 
Support. proceedings .................................................... . 

Adoption ......... ", ......................................... . 
Other doaestic relations: 

Domes tic rela tions .................................. (' ................. . 
Total .......................................... , .............. . 

Estate: 
,Probate/vilIs/intestate: 

Informal estate .................................... c. ................. . 

'Form~l estate ........................................................... .. 
Total .............................. " ......................... . 

GuardiaDBhip/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship of minors .................................... . 
Guardianship of incapacitated ............................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal: ", 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Civil appeal .............................................. . 
Special proceeding appealj ................................ . 

Total ........................................................ . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Habeas corpus ............................................................. . 
Other cl vil: 

Other complaints and petitions .............................. . 
All other special hearings .................................. .. 

Total ........................................................ .. 

Total civil ............................ , ......................... . 
CriJoinald : 

Felony: 
Felony--drug ........ f~ ................................. , ...................... . 
Felony-driving while, intoxicated ......... :: ....... -' ....... .. 
Other felony ................................................ . 

Total ....... ~ ....... " ....................................... .. 
Hisdeaeanor: 

Misdemeanor--drug .......................................... .. 
Other misdemeanor ....................................................... .. 

Total •• : ................... ' ................... ~ .•••• ' ......... ~ .. ~ ............... .. 
Appeal ........................................................ . 

Total criminal ................................................ .. 
Traffic: 

DWI/DUI: 
Misdemeanor--driving while intox.icated .••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other traffic viotat:ion: 
Traffic .......... : ............... , .......................... . 

Total traffic .................................................. ;. 

Juvenile: ! 

CriJoinml-type .0ffeDBe: 
:touth Rehabilitation Act-other"· ............................. . 

Non-offe~e; 
Child, Protection Act ,~' ............... ~ ....... , .............................. . 

Total juvenile , ............................. "" ................ . 

Grand total· ........ ~I ................. , •• , .............. ~,.' ... , ... :: ••••••• , ..... .. 

() 

Beginning 
pending 

444fh 
lfh 

l,437fh 
l,882fh 

8fh 

3fh 
11fh 

Zfh" 
2fh 
4fh 

15fh 

177fh 
29fh 

206fh 

54fh 

4,026 fh\ 
42fh ' 

4,068fh 

7,488fh 

191fh 

96fh 

816fh 
l,I03fh 

16fh 

. 26fh 
- 42fh 
~fh 

1,201fh 

Ofh 

2fh 
--,,-

2Ih 

lfh 

3 fh 

8,694fh 

Filed 

1,026 
o 

610 
2" 

2,190 
2,802 

7 
o 
7 

2 
o 
2 
9 

233 
38 

271 

200 

4,101 
74 

4,175 

8,463 

297 
190 

2,358 
2,845 

36 
165 
201 

_---E 
3,113 

14 

15 

o 
__ ._1 

11,612 

Disposed 

929 
1 

549 
2 

2,298 
2,849 

5 
L 
7 

2 
a 
2 
9 

203 
37 

240 

188 

3,619 
71 

3',,690 

7,906 

335 
189 

2,236 
2,760 

39 
156 
195 

-~ 
3,020 

() 13 

o 

13 

1 

10,941 

I) 
;f 

End 
pending 

1,359 
a 

505 
1 

1,329 
1,835 

10 
1 

11 

2 
2 
4 

15 

207 
30 

237 

66 

4,508 
45 

4;553 

8,065 

153' 
97 

938 
1,188 

13 
35 
48 
58 

1,294 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

9,365 

'(continued on th~ next page) 
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If Idaho District Court (continued) 

Total triald 
Time interval (average days) 

Civil.: 
Tort ......................... . 
SJOall. cla1as ................. . 
Do_stic relations: 

Support/custody ••••••••••••• 
Adoption ................... . 
Other .u.estic relations •••• 

Total ...................... .. 
Estate: 

prohate/vllls/intrt,,'!.te ••••• 
Guardianship/co"},,,,,,,! ::tor-
ship trusteeshi" ., ~1 •••••••• 

Total . ~-'4o .. ~ .......... t S • r" ......... " .. .. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of trial court case •• 
Extraordinary vrits ••••••••••• 
Other civil. ................. .. 

Total dvil 

Grand total 

250 
1 

137 
1 

1,423 
1,561 

3 

2 
5 

123 
29 

1,352 
3,321 

CrilLrna1: 
Felony .................. . 
Hisdeme.auor 4o ........ 404o4o .... '; ... .. 

(:: Appeal .................. . 
Total criminal ........... . 

Traffic: 
DWl/DUl ................. . 
Other traffic violations • 

Total traffic ........... .. 
Juvenile: 

2,052;, 
13a 

19 
2,209 

5 
a 
5 

Criminal-type offense •••• () 0 
Non-offense .............. 0 

Total juvenile ••••••••• ;/'" 0 

V 

5,535 

\/ 
Boldface headings indicate the classification used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing at a petition or complaint. 

Days to disposition: 
Civil,: " 

Cases c.!.Qsed by 
dismissal •• 0 ......... . 

Cases disposed by 
heating or trial •••••• 

Criminal and trafficn : 
Cases disposed by 
dism,issal • " .......... . 

Cases -disposed by 
guilty plea ......... .. 

Cases disposed after 
,trial and sentencing •• 

Filing At;' issue Filing ';Firs t 
to at to to appearance 
~ closure' closure to closure 

N/A 

304 

N/A 

138 

481 

442 

193 

115 

199 

The criminal case unit. of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment .. 
A trial is counted when it has of'2icially begun (the jury is sworn or there is an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence). 

Also included with the trial data are cas"s closed at hearings. 
fBeginning pending fig-.lre for the 1978 court year does not equal the enti pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Corrections were made to end pending figures for ,the 1978 court year based on an invenoory of case{.~ Thi,s caused the beginning pending 
figures for the 1978 court year, computed from filed, disposed, and end pending fiq,ures, to be dil;ferent from end pending figures reported 
for 1971. " 

hFigures were computed: 
Beginning pending figux'es were computed from filing, "disposition, and end pending data. 

jExplanat10n of data included in the category: 
Special proceeding appeals may include some juvenile appeals. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, The Idaho Courts 1978 Annual Report (Boise, Idaho). _ ~tatistics are from the annual report except 

m. _______ t_h_a_t __ t_o_t_a_lfts=~haV~e-=bea=e_n=-c_ozmzpumtme~d __ w_h_e=r=e==n_e=ce_s~s_a_r_y_.-===== __ ~=-~ ____ =====-== __ -=~~=--=~ __ ~-==-__ =c===--==-~~~a.~ ____ ~{~ 
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lDABO H&GISnlAl'ES DIVISION OF DISTllICT OOlJH'l 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts, 43 lawyer .agistrates and 25 non-lawyer magistrates. 
Jnnuary 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

() 

Tort: 
Personal injury/property damage ............................ . 

SJOall. claims ................................................. . 
Da.estic relations: 

Support/ custody: " 
Support proceedings ..................................... .. 

Adoption .. 404o .... " ........ v' " ..................... " ......................... ~ ......... 4o.,4o ..... .. 

Other domestic relations: 
Domestic relations 404o .... 4o .............. 4o ........ 4o .... 4o4o .............................. 4o4o .. 

Total .......... , ............................................. . 
Estate: 

Prohate/vi1ls/intestate: 
Informal eatate .......................................... . 
Formal estate ............ 404o ...... 4o .... 4o.4o .. 4o .... 4o ...................................... 4o .... .. 

Total ..................................................... . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: c 

Guardianship of minors .................................. .. 
Gua~dianship uf incapacitated ........................... .. 

Total .................... 4o .. ~:!' .................................... 4o .................................... .. 

Total ...................................................... .. 
Extraordinary vrits: 

Habeas corpus "" ~ • ?4o ........................................... ~:.' ............................... .. 
Other clv1.1: ~I 

Other complaints and petitions ............................. . 
All other special hp;arings ................................ .. 

'T<>tal ................................ ,\ ...................... . 

Total civil ................................................... . 

Crblinald : 
Misdemeanor: 

:~ Misdemeanor--drug ...... .: ........................................................................... .. 
Other misdemeanor .................. 4o ................... '! .......................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony--drug ............................... , ................ . 
Felony-driving while intoxicated .......................... .. 

"Felony-all other ...................................... ;' ••••• 
Total ..................................... , ............. , ..... .. 

Total criminal ................................... " ............. . 

Traffic: 
DWl/DUl: 

Misdemeanor--driving while intoxicated ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile-driving while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Other traffic violations: c 

Traffic-other than driving while intoxicated •••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Youth Rehabilitation Act-drug .............................. . 
Youth Rehabilitation Act;-other ............................ .. 

Total ......................................... ' .............. .. 
Non-offcnse: 

Child Protection Act ........................................ . 

Total juvenile ................................. , .................. ~ "4o" .......................... 4o ........ .. 

Beginning 
pending 

1 400fh 
'264fh 

2,414fh 
4,078fh 

2,276fh 
1 104fh 
3:380fh 

257fh 
22lfh 
478fh 

3,858fh 

8fh 

6,352fh 
260fh 

6,612fh 

1.7,530fh 

2l7fh 
3 899fh 
4:116fh 

76fh 
52fh 

1 527fh 
1 :655fh 

5,i71fh 

1 627 fh 
, 3fh 

1,630fh 

4,007fh 

5,637fh 

68fh 
2,045fh 
2,113fh 

~fh, 

2,343fh 

Grand total.......... .................. .......................... '31,281fh 

Filed 

702 
13,504 

2,3'77 
1,155 

7,183 
10,715 

2,485 
975 

3,460 

213 
209 
422 

3,882 

47 

10,101 
738 

10,839 

39,689 

~42 
19,807 
20,749 

510 
263 

4,584 

~ 

26,106 

'~ 

7,628 
10 

7,638 

205,705 

213',343 

107 
7,281 
7,388 

526 

7,914 

287,052 

209 

Disposed End 
pending 

621 606 
12,613 3,340 

1,920 1,857 
1,066 353 

6,619 2,978 
9,605 'i 5,188 

1,888 2,873 
942 1,137 

2,830 4,010 

154 316 
172 258 
326 574 

3,156 4,584 

31 24 

9,080 7,373 
666 332 
~ 7,705 

35,772 21,447 

968 191 
19,303 4,403 
20,271 4,594 

470 116 
273 42 

4,241 1,870 
~ ~ 

25,255 6,622 

7,221 2,034 
~{ 
I 

10 3 
7 ~;231 2,037 

204,975 _ 4,737 

212,206 6,774 

114 61 
6,810 2,516 
6,924 2,577 

1,80 276 

7,404 2,853 

280,637 37,696 

(continued on :the next page) 
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Idaho Magistrates Division of District Court (continued) 

Total Triald 
Time interval (average days) 

Civil: 
Tort ••.•••••••••• ••••.•••••••• 82 
S"",ll claitus •••••••••••••••••• 7,524 

Criminal: Filing 
to at 

At issue Filing First 
Misdemeanor ••••••••••••••. 13,862 
Preliminary hearing •••••• 1,820 

Total criminal •••••••••••• 15,682 
Traffic: 

to to appearance 

Domestic relat.ions: ~ ~ ~ to closure 

C::\ 

Support/custody ••••••••••••• 
Adoption, •..••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic. re1ations •••• 

Total .••••••••••.••••••••.•.• 
Estate: " 

Probate/wills/intestate ••••• 
Guardianship/conservator-

674 
994 

5,457 
i' ,125 

1,,728 

264 <~io:~. ~~~~~~~~~~.::::::::::: 1,992 
JU:t:::aordinary writs ••••••••••• 7 
Otller civil •••••.•••••••.••••• 1,852 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••• 18,582 

DIll/DUI •••••••••••••••••• 5,990 
Other traffic violations • 4,942 

Total traffic ••.•••••••••• 10,932 
Juvenile: 
, Criminal-type offense •••• 
\\Non-offense .•.••••••••••• 

4,199 
347 

Total Juvenile •••••••••••• 4,546 

Grand total •••••••.••.•••••••• 49,742 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are not available. 
- = Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Days to disposition: 
Civil: 

Cases closed by 
dismissal.............. N/A 

Cases disposed by 
hearing or trial ••.•••• 20 

Crimioal and trafficn : 
Cases disposed by 
dismissal •••••••••••••• 

Cases disposed by 
guilty p1ef,1 •••••••••••• 

Cases disposed after 
trial antt sentencing .... 

N/A 254 

62 82 

88 

20 

S- 56 

The }lagistrates Division is a division of the District Court and its "data are included in the general judsdiction section of the summary 
tables in Part II of this report. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a pet;i!::ton '"r.'"omplaint. 
The criminal case unit of count ;u.s the numher//,9.{ defendants '~~, the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A trial is counted when it is officialfY begu} (the jury is swurn or there is an opening stntemellt or the introduction of any evidence). 

Also included with the trial data are case's cloRed at hearings. ' 
f'ileginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Corrections were made ti, end pending figures"for the 1978 court year based on an inventory of c.i'ses. This caused the beginning pending 
figures for the 1978 court year computed from filed, disposed, and end pending figures, to be different from end pending figures reported 
for 1977. 

hFigures were computed: 
Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposit.ion, and end pending data. 

nlnformation on time interval or age ~f pending data: \' 
Civi'l cases included in the time interval data include torI:, SlIIal.l claims, other d"",esl:ic relations, support/custody, and "other complaints 

and petitions." // '" 
Criminal and traffic cases included in tll'e time interval data include all crimi~, and traffic data except "juvenile--driving whili; 

intoxicated" cases. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, The Idaho Courts 1978 Annual Report (Boise, Idaho). Statistics are from the annual ,eport except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ILLINOIS COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

tence. Death sen 
Otherapp eals provided by rule. 

\ " 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

~ 

, 

ij 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
In(sdiction: 
-Discretional original jurisdiction in 
rpvenue, mandamus, prohibition, and 
habeas corpus. 

-Appeals as a matter of right from 
Circuit Court when death sentence 
imposed and from Appellate Court 
when federal or state constitutional 
question arises for the first time or 
on certificate by the Appellate Court. 

-Other appeals from Circuit and 
Appellate Court as provided bl' 
Supreme Court rule. 

-Redistricting of General Assembly. 
Ability of Governor to serve or resume 
office. Admission and discipline of 
attorneys. 

I' 

APPELLATE COURT 
(5 DISTRICTS) 
34 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Appeals as a rna Iter of right except 
in cases appealable directly to the 
Supreme Court or from judgments of 
acquiltal in criminal cases. 

-Direct review of adminifitrative actions 
as pi'Ovided by law. , 

j 

CIRCUIT COURT (21) 
373 circuit and 269 associate circuit 
judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All justiciable matters except where th~ 
Supreme Court has original and \\ 
~xclusive jurisdiction or where the \ 
S'upreme Court exercises discretionary-
original jurisdictiQn. 

-Review of administrative action as 
provided by law.' 

Courtof 
last resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courtof 
general 

jurisdiction 

o 

211 
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ILLINOIS SUPREKE 'OlURT 
Court of last resort 

." 7 justices 
.January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Application for leave to appeal allowed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Action for motion in public interest case 

[Rule 302(b)J allowed .................................. .. 
Statute held invalid [Rules 302(a)(1), 603J •••••••••••••••• 
Certificate of importance ................................. . 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Criclnal: " 

Application for leave to appeal allowed •••••••••••••••••••• 
Action for motion in public interest case 

[Rule 102 (b)] allowed ...... "',, ........................ .. 
Statute held invalid [Rules 302(.0{1), 603] •••••••••••••••• 
Certificate of importance (Rule 316) ..................... .. 
Death penalty [Rule 603] ............................... : ... 

Total ......................................... ,. .......... .. 
Appeal of administrative ngency case: 

Industrial Co".nmission • [Rules 302(a)(2)] .................. . 
Total appeals ............................................................................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings, 

Civil: 
Original action motions (including Rule 381 motions) ••••• 
Original action motions allowed ........................ .. 
!liscellaneous ..................................................................................... .. 

Total civil .............................................. . 
Criminal: 

Original action motions (including Rule 381 motions) ••••• 
Original action mlltions allowed ......................... . 
Miscellaneous ...................................................................................... .. 

Total criminal ........................................... . 
Disciplinary .... tter: • 

Attorney disciplinary .................................. .. 
Total .................................... e ....................... e, ......... '" e ..................... . 

Requests to appeal: 
Clvil: 

Petition of leave to appeal ............................. . 
Petition fer public interest [Rule 302(b)] motion •••••••• 

Total ~ivil ............................... , .............. . 
Criminal: 

Petition for leave to appeal \~ ......................... .. 
Petition for public interest [,Aule 302(b)] motion •••••••• 

TotaL criminal ........................................... . 
Total • e .. e ... • , ............................... ~ e .. e ............................................. 't 

Total other cases ............................................................. e ........ . 

Total cases 

Other p:roceedings: 
Rehearing requests: - \.: 

Petition for rehearing ...................................... . 
Other catters: 

Other motions .............. _ ....................... , ......... . 

Total other proceedings .............................. ,., .............. . 

Beginning 
pending 

57 

12 
11 

5 
85 

40 

o 
2 
o 
o 

42 

42 
--r69 

4 
1 
o 
5 

1 
o 
o 
1 

9 
15 

89 
1 

90 

95 
o 

95 
185 

--200 

369 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Filed 

9 
2 

11 (109)e 

3 
5 
3 

11 ( 72)e 

55 
77 (181)e 

44 

20 
64 

22 

16 
38 2)e 

9k 
111 ( 4')e 

529 
51 

580 

476 
6 

482 
1,062 
1,173 

1,250 (185)e 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Full opinion ................ 195 
Supervisory orders •••••••••• 17 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP: 
N/A ~ This esse type is handled by the court, but the data are unavaila.'lle. 

\\ 
eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Disposed 

84 

21 
14 

4 
123 

67 

1 
3 
o 
o 

71 

61 
~--

45 
3 

20 
68 

18 
1 

15 
31, 

11 
113 

443 ( 89)e 
31 ( 20)e 

474 (lo9)e 

400 ( 70)e 
4 ( 2)e 

404 ( 72)e 
878 (181)e 
991 (185)e 

1,246 (185)e 
,0 

64 

1,604 __ _ 

1,668 

End 
pending 

62 

111 
6 
3 

82 

43 

1 
2 
'5 
3 

54 

.36 
1:72 

11 
o 
o 
1 

31 
1 
1 
5 

7 
13 

86 
1 

87 

101 
0' 

101 
188 

-ror 

383 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Petitions for leave to appeal, Rule 302(b) motions, and original action motions are counted aa requests to appeal or original proceedings 
filings; when denied, .a disposition is counted; when grantee}, the case becomes an appeal <1r original proceeding, but a 'new filing is not 
counted. When the appeal or original proceeding is concluded, a disposition ~s counted. The granted petitiops and motions are the 
numbers appearing in parentheses. . 

k~Adltional information: 
Attorney disciplinary case filings includes one case that was reins tated. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: " 
There were eight new filings during the year. 

Adjustments to end pending figures were ... supp~ied by th'l administrative office of the court during data verification. 

Source: M"Iinistrative Office of the Illinois Courts, 1978 Annual Reporl: of'"the Supreme Court of Il1inoi'~ (Chicago, Illinois: March 1919). 
Statistics are from the annual reporl:c except that totals have been computed where necessary, and correetions to the data were ,made by 
the a.lminist.,at1ve office of the court during data verification. 

------~ 

Canes: 

ILLINOIS APPELLATE OlORT 
Intermediate appellate court 

5 districts, 34c judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Jleginning 
pending 

Appeals: . 
Civil ......... .'; ................. '.; ......................... . 1,832 

2,081 
3,913 

Criminal .................................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Total cases .................... e ............................... e ...... .. 3,913 

Disposition of appeals 

Civil 

Filed 

2,102k 
2,309k 
4,411 

4,411 

',I 

Disposed 

2,164 
2,308 
4,472 

4,472 

Crillliual 

213 

End 
pending 

1,770 
2,082 
3,852 

3,852' 

llithout ppinion 
or order 

Without opinion 
By opinion 

630 
By order 

175 
Total By opinion 

514 
By order or order 

Affirmed 
Modified 

...... ~ •• e •••••••• , " ....... -.--.' ......... . 
Reversed ................ • 
Affirmed in part andlor 

reversed in part ...... . 
Reversed and remanded .. .. 
Remanded •••••••••••••••• 
Remanded with direction 

for further proceeding 

10 
120 

138 
323 

7 

Dismissed ............... 18 
Transferred ••••••••••••• 
Leave to appeal denied •• 
Motion to leave to file 

late notice of appeal 
denied ............... . 

Summary reversal .. e e • • • • .. -", 

Summary reduction or mod-
ification of sentence • 

. Bail order entered . ~ •••. 
Confession of error ........ 
Other di.positions ,." ••••• 

Total ................... " 1,246 

4 
19 

16 
3 

537 
33 
47 

11 
3 

805 
14 

139 

151 
364 

13 

3 
571 
33 
47 

11 
3 

10 
2,164 

Manner o¥ disposition 

Majority opinion ............ .. 
Per curiam ..................... . 
Rule 23 order ................ . 
Without opinion or order •••••• 

Civil 
--X 

X 
273 
645' 

Time interval (months) 

Criminal 
---X-

X 
964 
503 

11 
55 

84 
161 

6 

10 

Total 
l,,939m 

1m 
1,237 
1,148 

789 
12 
33 

34 
58 
12 

26 

Number of cases 

Date of filing to date of disposition: 
Civil" ........................................ . 
erilllinsl ..................................... . 

Date briefs ':iled to date of disposition: 
Civil ...... , ................................. . 
Criminal ..................................... . 

Boldface headings indicate' the classificatio"'~··used by the NCSP. 

Under 
6 

months 

386 
331 

1,328 
1,668 

6 to 12 
months 

769 
1,026 

630 
435 

12 to 18 
months 

724 
661 

98 
31 

18 to 24 

~ 

188 
135 

15 
5 

X • The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

cJudge information: 

8 
298 

5 
3 

16 
o 

2 
34 
29 

107 
5iJ3 

24 to 36 

~ 

78 
71 

6 
o 

Total 
1,303 

23 
88 

118 
220 

18 

8 
334 

5 
3 

16 
o 

2 
34 
29 

107 
2,308 

Over 
36 

~ 

12 
18 

6 
o 

In addition to the 34, regular judges, 3 redred judges and 5 circuit judges also s'erved on this court by assignment during 1918. 
kAdditional informat.i.on: 

Of the 2,102 civil appeals filed, 41 were cases which were reinstated during 1918'; 
Of the 2,309 criminal appeals filed, 33 wer.e cases which were reinstated during 1978. 

mlnformationon disposition type or trial da'ta: 
There were 33 specia~ly concurring, 145 dissenting, and 31 supplemental, opinions filed in the court. 
The 1,940 majority and per curiam opinions disposed of 2,087 cases. 

SOllrce: Mnlinistrative Of/iice of the Illinois Courts, 1978 Annual Report of the Supreme Court of Illinois (Chicago, Illinois: March, 1979). 
StaCistics are frOm the a~,nu~l report except that totals have been comput~d where necessary. 
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ILLIIiOIS CIRCUIT aJOilT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
21 circuits, 373 circuit 8Dd 269C associate judges 

January 1, 1978 'to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Law: 

La" H~,OOO and under •••••••••••••••••••••• ','" .............. . 
Law oVI!,r $15,000 ............................................ .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
S.all claims Real property' ;';'~h~~; ............................ "i ........... . 

Eminent domain .................................. \.~ .......... .. 
Equity: '" \ 

C~ancery ................................. ~ ............................................ .. 
Dmoestic relations: l 

Marriage dissolution: . 
Divorce ............................. . :'! ..................... '" .............. . 

Other domestic relations: 
Family ..................................................... . 

Total ........................... , ............................................... . 
Estate: 

Probate/vills/intestate: 
Probat~ ......................................... 1.'., •••••••••• 

Kental health ................................ ':' ................ . 
Appeal: 

Appea1 of administrative agency case: 
Tax 
Muni~i;;i . ~~;;~,;~ ~i~~~ .. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :.,':' : : : : : : : : : : : 

Total ...................................................... . 
Other civil: 

Miscellaneous remedies ................................. J ..................... .. 

Total civil 

Criminald : 
Felony ........................................................ . 
Kisdemeanor: 

Misdemeanorsj ......................................................... 7' .... ~ .... ' ...... . 

Conservation violations ............................... ;' ................... .. 
Total 

ordJ.nan~~· ~~~~~;.;.'::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :.::::::::::: 

Total criminal .................................................. ~ ~ .................. . 
Traffic: 

p,.-cUng: 
Parking tickets in Cook County .............. : ............... .. 

Other traffic: 'violation: 
Traffic violations ., ..... , ................................. .. 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 

Total j"v~nile 

Grand total 

Civil.: 
Law $1,000 to $15,000 ••• 
Law ~ver $15,000 ••••••• 

Total .................. . 
Criminal (fe1ony)m ••••••• 

Total ................... .. 

651 
1,086 
1,737 
1,237 
2,974 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,103 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3,340 
N/A 

Beginning 
pending 

89,056f 
74,101f 

157,157f 
39,276 

1,075 

37,890 

38,049 

20,655 
58,704 

N/A 
1,302 

135,405f 
466 

135,871f 

~ 
438,312£1 

20,355 

61,456fi 
N/A 

61,456£1 

~ 

81,811fi 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

13,116 

533,239fi 

Flledj Disposed 

164,893 164,497 
38,082 32,075 

202,975 19,6,572 
175,454 171,120 

649 696 

48,148 59,128 

72,339 67,212 

21,626 16,320 
93,965 83,532 

34,154 28,353 
8,693 8,486 

117,371 116,305 
167 115 

117,538 116,420 

8,125 6,322 

.,689,701 670,629 

34,260 31;784 

412,577 390,913 
8,429 7,921 

421,006 398,834 
62,709 57,889 

517,975 488,507 

3,831,731 1,597,737 

2,565,359 2,425,874 

6,397,090 4,023,611 

29,183 26,517 

7,633,949 5,209,264 

Criminal(felonl) dispositionsm 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ........................ .. 
Acquittal ......................... .. 

Non-jury trial: 

874 
.3li3 

Conviction ........... : .............. 0 1,110 
Acquittal ........................... 993 

Plea of guilty ,.r....................... 18',998 
Requced to"misdell\eanorm ............... 2,533 
Convicted of ~sdemeanor •••••••••••••• 286 
Discharged at preliminary hearing..... 17,969 

o Other reduced or dismissedm •.•••••••••• 12,551 
C Fou!ld unfit to stand trial •••••••• ,... 121 

Time interval (average months) 

End 
pendingk 

81,438g 
'80,281g 

161,7191l 
48,236& 

1,088& 

26,347g 

43,374 

27,501g 
70,875g 

N/A 
1,525& 

135,532g 
542S 

136,074g 

8.835& 

454,699g1 

21,724& 

71,30og 
N/A 

71,300g1 

~ 

93,024gi 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

16,2788 

5'64~00181 

'Under lIto 1-1/2 
~ years 

1-1/2 to 2 
years 

2 to 2-1/2 
years 

2-1/2 to 3 
years 

3 to 3-1/2 3-1/2 to 
years 

civer 4 Average time 
lears elapsed (months) 

Cases terminated by verdict: 
Law ....................... .. 227 193 217 149 125 131 255 440 33.5 

\\, 

(continued on next page) 
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Illinois Circuit Court (continued) 
-"-

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A w This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information: 
Associat'e judges may hear all matters except criminal trials in which the. defendant is charged 1<1 th an offense punishable by more than one 

year imprisonClent. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the fHing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. Each defendant is counted for criminal trials and 

criminal dispositions. , 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or dec.isiort.' .9 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court ye~~, 
These differences were caused by adjustments that "ere made by the court in the 1978 beginning pending Couh~s. 

gChange in pend in); does not equa,l the difference between filings anc\ dispositions: 
Figures were adjusted by reason of a physical. inventory. 

iOata are not complete: 
Civil, total pendings do not include pending ca.nes for eslOate. 
Misdemeanor and grand total pendin';figures do /not include data for non-suburban Cook County, or any conservation ~~!olations .. 
Cri~ual total pendings do not include pending case.s for conservation violati.ons, or ordinance violations. 
Grand total pendings do not include pending cases" for estate, conservation violations, ordinance violations, and traffic. 

jExplanation of oata in the category: 
FiledQnc1udes cases that have been reinstated ami: transferred in and transferred out of the court's jurisdiction. Cases reinstated or 

transferred in are added to thEt original filings, while cases transferred out are subtracted. Past judgment and posttennination matters are 
not included. \' (\ 

Hisdemennor cases include ordinance" violations, conservation violations and preliminary hearings in felony cases in the Circuit Court of 
Cook County. 

kAdditional information: 
Of the 39,355 law--jury cases, 1;737 were terminaterjby jury verdict. 

mCategories~,for disposition type or trial data: ,. 
Criminal trials and criminal. dispositions are for felony cases only:' Trials in which the defendant was found guilty of a reduced charge were 

not included in the trial data. ' 
The unit of count in trialcand disposition data i. the number of defendants, unlike the unit of count in the other profile data. 

C7 
Source: Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, 1978 Annual Report of the Supreme Court of Illinois (Chicago, Il11nois: ~larch, 1979). 

Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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INDIANA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

Civil if aLount is 
greilter than $50. 

Criminal if sentence is 
greater than 50 years. 

SUPREME COURT .' 
5 justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. Criminal 

appeals with minimum p~nalty greater 
than 10 years. Civil appeals if amount 
in controversy is greater.than $50. 

- Constitutionality of state or federal 
statute and habeas corpus appeals, 
arising out of criminal, extradition, 
or mental health proceedings. 

- Original jurisdiction over admission 
to the bar, practice of law, attorney 
discipline, aild disbarment; judicial 
discipline, removal, and retirement. 

I 

(\JDURT OF APPEALS (4) 
, i'1judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appeals not heard 

by Supreme Court. 
- Reviews fin~1 decisions of adminis-

trative agencies. " 

I 
I( 
Ii 

, 
r'~:S:U=P;ER;I~O;R:C;O~U~R~T;(~4~2)==~~~~c~m~C~U~I~T~C;O;U~R~T~(~S~S)~::~[~~C~R~IM~I~N~TA~L~C~O~U~R~T~O~F::=;l~ 

83 judges 84 judges MARION COUNTY 
Jurisdiction:" jurisdiction: 4 judges 
-Law, equity. Domestic relations - Law, equity. Jurisdiction: 
and small c1aims'in some areas. - Domestic relations and probate (exc~pt _ Exclusive felony jurisdiction. 

-Felonies, misdemeanors, preliminary' Marion and Lake Counties). _ Mi.demeanors, traffic. 
hearings, some minor criminal. - Felonies, misdemeanors, preliminary Appeals on record. 

-juvenile in some counties. hearings, some minor criminal. 
Appeals de novo. Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. Jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT (56) 
56 judges 
jurisdiction: 
-Contract and tort under 
$3,000, possessory actions 
between landlord and tenant 
where rent does not exceed 
$500 permonth, small claims. 

-Misdemeanor, traffic, local 
ordinance violations, criminal 
with fine under $1,000 or 
sentence less than 1 year. 

Jury trials. 

JUVENILE COURT OF 
MARION COUNTY 
1 judge 
jurisdiction: 
-Paternity. 
-Criminal misdemeanors 
committed against juveniles 
by adults. 

-Exclusive original jurisdiction 
in all juvenile matters. 

l 

PROBATE COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-In Marion and St. joseph 
Counties. 

-Exclusive jurisdiction in 
probate, adoptions, and 
guardianship. 

-juvenile. 

Jury trials in pro,bate. 

"~ Civi 
Cri!!,inal 

MUNICIPAL~COURT 
OF MARION 
COUNTY 
15 judges 

'Jurisdiction: 
-Law cases under $10,000. 
Landlord and tenant. 

-Misdemeanor, ordinance 
violations, and traffi~ with ' 
fine less than $1,000 and/or 
sentence less than 1 year. 
Preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

~ ____ ~L-__________________ ~ ____ -L ____________________ -,surelt~ofPeace 

, , " 
..-C-I-T-Y-C-O-U-R-T-(....ISL1)----, TOWN COURT (25) SMALL CLAIMS 

81 judges 25 judges COURT OF MARION 
Jurisdiction varies: jurisdiction: " \, COUNTY(S) 
-Civil action under $500 -Ordin'ance violations, mis- d 

demeanors with fine less than 8 ju ges (varies to $2,500). Jurisdiction: 
-Misdemeanors with fine less $500 and/or sentence less -Civil contract, tort, 
than $500 and sentence less than 6 months. possession of propE'rty, and 
than 6 months. landlord and tenant, under 

-City ordinance violations. Jury trialo. $1,500. 

\' -Surety of the peace 
proceedings. Jury trials. 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Court or 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

I. -i .. / 
" 

~, 

:I~ 

.' 'i\ :r 11 . 
"I 

~ ~ 'I 
,I 

;~.i 

'i 

\ 

INDIAHA SUPREHK roURT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I, 1978 to December'31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Direct appeals .............................................. . 
Civil after petitions to transfer granted ••••••••••.••••.••••• 
Criminal after petitions to transfer granted •.••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original action!> ........................................ . 
Writs ................................................... .. 

Total .................................................... . 
Disciplinary .... tter: " 

Disciplinary cases .................................. : •••• 
Total ....................................................... . 
Re~uests to appeal: 

Civil petitions to transfer ................................ . 
Criminal petitions to transfer ............................ . 

Total ....................................................... . 
Total other cases ............................................ .. 

Total cases ...................... : .............................. . 

Other proceedings: 
Other mattera: 

Petitions for extension of time ............................ .. 
Special judge matters ........................................ . 
Hearing officers in disciplinary matters •••••••••••••••••.••• 

Total other proceedings ........................................ . 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
o 
X 

X 
X 

o 
X 
X 

--X 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N1A 

Manner of disposition 

Majority opinion ............. . 262 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP." 

Original 
jurisdiction 

12 

Filed 

X 
( 29)e 
(N/A)e 

--X-( 29)ei 

X 
38 
X 

X 
X 

150 
X 
X 
X 

466h( 29)ei 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Disciplinary 

N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but toe data are unavailable. 
X • The"data for this case type are known to be included fa the total but were not available by category. 

Disposed 

234 
21 

7 
262 

12 
38 
50 

8 
58 

121 ( 29)e 
66 (N/A)e 

187 ( 29)ei 
245 ( 29)ei 

507 ( 29 ,ei 

492 
804 

20 
1,316 

275 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Requests to appeal granted are not counted as dispositions until the appeal is disposed; the filing of the resulting appeal is not 

counted as a new filing. These granted requests to appeal cases are the numbers appearing in the parentheses. 
hFigure was ~~puted: 

Filing fi·c.1re was computed from" disposition and pending data. 
illata are not complete: 

217 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
o 
X 

X 
X 

o 
X 
X 

--X 

le9 

N/A 
N/A 
II/A 

NTA 

The number of criminal petitions to t~ansfer granted was not availnb1e, and is therefore not included in the total appeals filed, total 
cases filed figures, reques ts to aPI~al disposed, total other cases disposed, or total cases disposed. 

ISpecial source or reviaion in data: ~ 
,The beginning pending total cases figUli,{' was obtained from the 1977' annual report where it was g1 ven as the end pending figure for the 

1977 court 'year. ,"::, 
mlnf.1lrmation or diaposition type or trial dat"; :, 

There were 17 concurring opinions and 43 drssenting opinions. 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1978 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistir.s are from the annual report 
except that totals b~ve been computed where necessary • 
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INDIANA OJORT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate,appellate court 

4 districts, 12 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil .............................................. , ........ . 
Criminal .................................................... . 
Other appeals: 

Expedited cases ........................................................ . 
Total appeals ................ "" .............................. . 

Other cases: 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases ...................................................... . 

Total cases ............................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 

X 
'---m-

752 

Motions to dismiss/affirm.................................... 29f 
Motions, petitions for time, and miscellaneous orders 

handed down .............................................. .. 
Total ...................................................... ,.. 29f 

Total other proceedings ............... /......................... 29f 

436 
426 

34 
Ii96 

896 

3,236 
3,372 

3,372 

Disposed 

X 
X 

847 

132 

3,236 
3,372 

3,368 

Manner of disposition Age of pending cases (months) 

Opinion (majority) •••••••••••• 833m Less than 3 months ................. 190 
Order ......................... 14 Between 3 and 6 months ............. 158 

Between 6 and 9 months ............. 138 
Over 9 months .............. ..... .... 315 

Boldface headings i~dicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- :' Not applicable. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed cases are "fully briefed cases" forwarded to the court by the clerk's office. 
Pending cases are "fully briefed cases" that have been filed but not disposed. 

mInformation on disposiCion type or trial data: 
There were a total of 84 concurring and dissenting opinions filed in addition to the 833 majority opinions. 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
BOT 

801 

33 

~ 

33 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1978 Indiana Judicial Report (IndianapoUs, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary.. f) 

INDIANA SUPERIOR OJORT AND CIRCUIT OJORT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

42 courts, 83 judges; 88 circuits, 84 judges 
January I, 1978 to Dl!!cember 31, 1978 

CivUd : 
Small claims (County Court function)k ................. , ....... .. 
Domestic relations: 

Harriage dissol~tion: 
DissolutilJn .............. ~J'r.""""""" ~ .......................................................... .. 
Redocketed dissolL\t:C6ns ................ , ................. .. 

Total ........................ ,." ............................ ~"""""" ...... """.O" 
Estate: " 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship .............................................. . 

Other estate: " 
probate/adol'tion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ .. 
Other civil: 

Ciyil ...................................................... .. 
Redocketed civil ............................................ . 
Plenary proceedingsk ........................................ . 
Redocketed civil (County Court function)k •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........... ,. ........................................... . 

Total.,civil .................................................... . 

(:, 
Beginning 

pending 

8,754fh 

33,908fh 
10,384fh 
47,292fh 

27,042f~ 

36,783fh 
63,825fh 

69,024fh 
17,888fh 

66fh 
4 334fh 

'91:312fh 

" 
2U,183fh 

Filed 

29,682 

48,517 
26,150 
74,667 

4,273 

19,923 
24,196 

46,604 
13,642 

47 
12,153 
72,446 

200,991 

Disposed 

25,716 

44,896 
22,,584 
67,480 

4,024 

16,969 
20,993 

48,936 
11,233 

65 
8,651 

68,885 

183,074 

'j\ 
))' 

End 
pending 

37,529 
16,950 
54,479 

27,291 

39,737 
67',028 

66,692 
20,297 

48 
7,836 

94,873 

229,100 

Ij 

' ________ ~_,c..,' 

;-: i 

Criainald : 
K1odeJIea~or: _. -;:.."-/"' 

Criminal (County Court function)k ............... ';C;::: ........ . 
Redocketed criminal (County Court function)k •••• • f) •••••••• ••• 

Total .................................. , ...................... . 
FelonY/aisdemeanor: 

Criminal .................................................... . 
Redocket"d criminal ........................................ .. 

Total .......... ; ............................................. . 
Preliainary hearing: 

Other (County Court function)jk .............................. . 
Other crillinal: 

Othed ., .................................................... . 

Total criminal .......................................................................... ~ ........ I ............ .. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Nonfelony traffic (County Court functio~)k ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic .................................................... 

Jnvenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................ .. 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Jury ........... .. 
Non-jury ........ . 

Total ........... .. 

Jury ............ . 
Non-jury ••••••••• 

Total ........... .. 
Total trials 

Criminal 
----rrr-

1,634 
2,351 

Criminal 
--2-8-

2,479 
2,507 
4,858 

Triald 

Superior and Circuit Court 
Civil plenary 

705 
11,889 
12,594 

County Court function 
Small clai.... Civil plenary 

5;930 
5,930 
5,930 

1 
54 
55 

12,649 

Boldface headings indicate the. classifications used by the NCSP. 
- - Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

" 5,638fh 
31fh 

5,669fh 

l4;607fh 
l,009fh 

.'15,706fh 

39fh 

4,865fh 

26,279fh 

6,259fh 

6,259fh 

10,462fh 

254,183fh 

Otherm 
-n 

83,096 
83,133 

Total 
1,/,59 
96,61~ 

98,078 

Otherm 
-n 

11,272 
11,293 
94,426 

Total 
-so 

19,735 
19,785 

117,863 

15,362 
1,355 

16,717 

13,808 
1,728 

15,536 

807 

~ 

42,199 

83,879 

83,879 

16,978 

344,047k 

13,478 
1,261 

14,739 

13,657 
1,624 

15,281 

792. 

~ 

39,642 

82,670 

82,670 

16,267 

321,653 

Type of disposition 

Superio~ and 
Circuit Court 

Dismissed ••••••••••• 44,012 
Guilty plea......... 8,144 
Default ............. 14,950 
Settled ............. 14,744 
Closed .............. 3,126 
Transferred ••••••••• 941 
Venued out .......... 4,601 
Traffic Violations 

Bureau ..•..•.••.... 0 
Failure to appear ••• 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or comp~,,\int. 
The criminal case unit of count i.s the number of informations, indictments, 0, complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as calculated from da ta given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does n~t equal the difference between filings.and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figures were calculated from filing, d1!lposition, "and end pending data. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

7,522 
125 

"7,647 

14,758 
1,203 

15,961 

54 

7,468 

11,173 

219 

276,577 

County 
Court 

function 
12,710 
26,078 
10,312 
4,297 

66 
,,65 

56,050 
,,765 

Total 
56,722 
34,222 
25,262 
19,041 
3,126 
1,007 
4,666 

56,050 
765 

"Other" includes all matters adjudicated in the court that have n.ot been specifically listed. These include probable cause hearings, 
petitions for writs of habeas corpus, commitment proceedings, waiver hearings, and informal juvenile hearings. It was determined from 
the data that many of these were probable cause cases when handled as a County Court function. The "other" category cases are listed as 
other criainal for the regular functions of the cot1rt. 

kAdditional information: . 
Ca~e categories identHied as "county court function" are cases that were handled by the Superior Court or Circuit Court, but are normally 

handled by the County Court. 
Casea fUed also include, 4,837 cases "venued in". 

mcategories for disposition type or trial data: 
"Other" trials include data for trials i •• domestic relations, estate, traffic, juvenile, preliminary hearing, and other criminal cases. 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1978 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics 'are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. )" 
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\ 
CRIKINAL mORT OF 1lAlU01i mllll'lY, INDn~ 

Court of genera1 jurisdiction \ 
1 cou'rt, 4 judges ~\~, ~ 

.Jiinuary I, 19n:cto',Deceaber~, 1978 '~ 

Criminald : 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Redocket:ed criminal •••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• ' •• 0 '.\' •••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Grand total ••••••• I ••••••••• ' •••••••• I •••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Triald 

~ Non-jury Total 
Crimina1 ................. 132 BO 212 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
" 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

691fh 
49fh 

~~h 

740fh 

7~Ofh 

Filed 

1.827 
97 

1.924 

l,924k 

The criminal case unit of count is the ·number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is" counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

Disposed 

1.737 
99 

l,lI36 

1.836 

1,836 

Crimna! dispositions 

Guilty plea .............. . 
Dismissed ................ . 
Transferred ••••••••••••••• 
Closed ................... . 
Venued out •••••••••••••••• 
Settled ................. .. 

fBeginning figure fJ'r the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1976 court year: 
Figures are given as calcula ted from da ta contained in the annual l;eport. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was calculated from filing, disposition. and end pending data. 

kAdditional informat:ion: 
Fitty-one of the cases filed were "venued in". 

1..057 
373 

16 
25 
31 
o 

End 
pending 

781 
47" 

~ 

828 

828 

Source: Division of State Court Administrator. 1978 Indiana Judicial Report (IndianapOliS. Indiana). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. " 

Statistics are, from the annual report 

INDIANA mTJN'IY mORT 
Court'of Ilaited jurisdiction 

56 courts, 56 judges 
.January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

==============~~====-=========~-=-========---=-==----a=~-=~B~e~g~i~n~n~i~n~g~--~~~----------------Pm------~--~------------------EE~ndidlr----
pending \\ Filed Disposed pendillg 

Civild : 
Smal.l claims ................................................ ~ •• 
Other civil: 

Plenar proceedings ......... ; .............................. .. 
RedQ,ckcted civil ........................................... .. 

Total ............. " .... t ............................. n" .... .. 

c::~::il ............. (.J\ ..... , .............. ? ................ ' 

Misdemeanor: ' 
Criminal .......... .. II ....................................... . 
Redocketed criminal • ~" ...................................... . 

Total ....... I ................. ~ ............. '. ,,0 ••• ' ........................... . 

~reliDdnary hearing: 
OtherJ ...................................................... . 

Total ct;iminal ..................... :. .................................... ' ••••• 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Nonfelony traffic·, ........................................... . 

Total traffic ........... " .............. to .. ....... '" .................. """ , .... .. 

Grand total .......................................... 0 .......... , ............... . 

Civil: 
Small claims 
Plenary proceeding •••• 

Total ................. ! 
Criminal ............... . 
Otherm ....................... ,. 

Totel ........... ; ....... .. 

'0 
17 

112 
202 
331 

Non-j~ 

12.917 
581 

13.498 
3.550 

11.224 
28.272 

17 .729fh 

2,093-fh 
10 314fh 
12:407fh 

30,136fh 

9 954fh 
'lOOfh' 

10.054fh 

255fh 

10,30gfh 

23.330fh 

23.330fh 

63.775fh 

12.917 
598 

13,515 
3,662 

11,426 
28.603 

66;011 

3.550 
19,454 
23.004 

89,015 

35.622 
507 

36.129 

40,589 

62,094 

2,896 
13,40t 
16,297 

.78.191 

31.952 
396 

32.248 

4,139' 

36,487 

171.522 155,514 

171,522 155.514 

30l,126k 270,392 

Type of disposition 

Plea ........................... 66,332 
Dismissed .... , .. , .............. 38i974 
Default ........................ 23.611 
Traffic Viola tions Bureau ...... , 90.692 
Settled ............. , ••••••••• ;,\13.588 
Failed to appear............... 5.734 
Transferred out.... ............ 1.734 
Venu"d out ..................... 458 

2t,641> 
'1 )i.\ 
2.7Hr 

16,361 ' 
19.11~·I' 

40,760 

() 
13,624 

211 
13,835 

~ 

14,411 

39,338 

39.338 

94,509 

(con,tinued' on next' page) 
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Indiana County Court (continued) 

Boldface helldings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- a Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of :informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial Is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

" fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures ,.are given C\S calculated from data contained in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filings. disposi tions. and end pending data. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
"Other" c,!',tegory includes all matttlrs adjudicated in the court that have not been specifically listed. These include probable cause 

hearing"Q~ petitions for 'Writs of habeas corpus, commitment proceedings, and waiver hearings. It was determined from the data that many of 
thet:!e were probable cause cases in the County Courts. 

kAdditional information: 
One hundred £lnety ,six of the filed cases were "venued in." 

mCategorie" for disposition type or trial data: 
"Other" trials include data for trials in traffic and preliainary hearing cases. 

Source: Division of State Court "Administration. 1978 Indiana Judicial Report (Indianapolis. Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totall1 have been computed where necessary. 

INDIANA PROIIAIE mORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, 2. judges 
January 1. 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Child: 
Law: 

'Civil 
Redocketed civil ........................................... .. 

Total .............................. ' ••••••••••• \ ............ , ••••• 
Estate: 

Guardianship/ conservatorship/ trus tees hip : 
Guardianship .............................................. . 

Other estate: ~, 
Probate/adoption ........................... ¥) ............. . 

Total ...................................... 0 ........................ . 

Other civil ................................................... . 

Total civil ...................................................... 
Juvenile: 

'Total juvenile •••••••••••• " .................................... . 

Grand' total ., .................................................... . 
• Triald 

~ 
Civil 'and juvenile ... 0,' 3 

"';.\.. 
Non-jdi:r 

5.106 . 
Total 
5.109 

Boldface hea#ngs indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
" civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
I. trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

Beginning 
pending 

376h 
Of 

376fh 

5.108 

4.294f 
9.402f 

~f 

10,656fh 

9l5h 

1l.581fh 

Filed 

362 
o 

362 

902 

3.632 
4,534 

~ 

806 

6.216k 

Disposed 

275 
o 

275 

1.299 

3.475 
4.774 
~ 

5.615 

723 

6.338 

Civil and juvenile dispositions 

Dismissed ......................... . 
Settled ........................... . 
Closud ....... ~ ........................ . 
Venued out .......................... . 

fBeginning pending figure for the ).978 court year does not "Gua1 the end pending figure for t,he 1977 COurt year: 
Figures ,are as, calculated' from filings. dispositions, and end pending da ta given in the a'~nual report. 

hFigure was. computed: " 
Beginning pending figure was.computed from the filing. disposition. and end pending data. 

kAdditional information: 
One of the filed ca~.es was "venued in". 

297 
133 
7~6 

o 

End 
pending 

463 
a 

463 

4.711 

4.451 
9.162 

~ 

10.451 

1,008 

11.459 

, II c, 

Source: Division of State Court Administrati~n, 1978 Indiana J"dicial Report (Indiannpolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
ex~ept tha~' totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MUNICIPAL rolJR.T OF 1lABI0N roUlfIY, IliDIAIIA 
Court of liDdted jurisdiction 

1 court"11 full-time and 4 part-time judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Law:. 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••• \~ ••••••••••••••••••• ., ••••• " ••• 
Redocketed civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • " •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• ••••• 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,; 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• ••••••••• ••••••••••• • 

Total criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
Otber traffic violation: 

Nonfelony traffic ........................................... . 

Total traffic ................................................. .. 

Grand total 

Civil .................. ,. 
Criminal ..... " ......... .. 
Other ................... . 

Total 
; 

Triald 

Jury 
52 
129 

52 
233 

Non-jury 
930 

5,027 
14,466 
20,423 

Total 
98f 
5,156 

',14,518 
20,656 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
- = Not applica!>le. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

3,745fh 
l,432 fh 

o 
5,177fh 

5,l77 fh 

24,297fh 

24,297fh 

47,948fh 

47.948fh 

77,422fh 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed Disposed 

8,901 8,783 
8,061 7,603 

1 1 
16,963 16,387 

16,963 16,387 

39,597 33,159 

39,597 33,159 

94,723 87,836 

94,723 87,836 

151,283k 137,382 

Type of dispositio~ 

Plea .................. ~ ...................................... .. 
Dismissed ............................ t~~ .. ............ .. 
Default .......................... . 
Traffic Violations Bureau ••••••••• 
Settled ......................... .. 
Transfe rred au t:. .................................... .. 
Venued out ........ 0.0 .................................. .. 

The criminal case unit of count is the number
r
, of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 
fBeginning pending figure fot: the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: , 

Figures are given as calculated from data contained in the annual report. 
gChange iil pending does not equal the diffe,ence between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as reported in the annual report. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning \lending figure was computed from filing, disposition, and end "pending data. 
kAdditional information; 

Four of th:.~ filed cases were "venued in." 

47,118 
38,874 
4,890 

19,274 
423 

o 
123 

End 
pending 

3,063 
1,890 

o 
5,753 

5,753 

30,735 

30,735 

54,835 

54,8:'15 

91,323 

Ii 

Source: CDivision of State Court Administration, 1978 Indiana Judicial Repot'c (Indianapolis, Indiana). ',. Statistics are froIll the anIWa! report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary .. 

o 

JUVENILE roURT OF MARION rollNTlC, INDlf\NA" 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

'.' 1 court, 1 judge 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Crillinal d: 
M.1sdemeanor: 

Criminalj ................................................... . 

Total criminal 
, .................................................. 

Juvenile: =c 
Other juvenile: 

Juvenile ••••• 1, ........................................ ,. .......... . 

Otherj .................. " .................................. .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Total juvenile ................................... " .............. . 

Grand total ............... " ............................................ I ........... .. 

Beginning 
pending 

8h 

8h 

1,154fh 
349fh 

l,503fh 

1,503f )1 

Filed 

Q 6,474 
129 

6,603 

6,603 

6,618 

Disposed 

__ 8 

8 

5,949 
37 

_>,986 

5,986 

5,994 

IEiald 

Non-jury 
5 

4,753 
4,758 

Criminal and juvenile dispositions 

~ 
drillinal ................. 0 
Juvenile ................. 5 

Total ....... ,. ..... •••••••• 5 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition" or unit of count: 

Total 
--5 

4,758 
4,763 

Guilty plea ..................... .. 
Dismissed ........................ . 
Transferred ...................... . 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year, does riD=qual the end pending figure for the 1977 court 
Figures are as calculated from data given in the annual report.. 

hFigure was co;';puted.; 
Beginning pending figures were computed from filings, dispositions, and end pending data. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Criminal cases are misdemeanors committed against juveniles by adults. =, 
Other cases are informal juvenlle hearings. 

390 
710 
131 

223 

End 
pending 

~ 

15 

1,679 
441 

2,120 

2,120 

2,135 

Source: Division of State Court Administration, 1977 IndianU Judicial Report (Indianapolis, Indiana). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totds hav~ been computed where necessary.' 

INDIAIIA crn roUilT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

" 81 courts, 81 judges () 
January 1, 1978 to Decembf;.r 31, 1978 

There were no data for cases handled iii the City Court for 1978. 
I (I 

-----------------------------------------=--~,-. ~---=-====-==========~======== 

, I 

There were no 

INDIAIIA TOWN roURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

25 courts, 25 judges 

J~nuary 1, 1978 to December t1.'."~~ 

for 1978. da,~a for cases handled ,~n th! r:~..f:'!\~.m·?~\urt 

.' 'I ~~_~:.,=====================-=-=== 
,~ 

SHALL CLAIIIS roURT OF IlABION rollNTlC, INDIANA 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

8 courts, 8 :judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

There were ,no data for ca.es handled in the Small C1ai",. 

\' \' 
.:\] 

I 
Court for 1978/. 

------------------------------------------~~----~~~'~.--~===-==~.~==--==--~--====-----IJJ 
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~ 
\\10WA COURT SYSTEM,1978 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as of right in all cases from 

District Court except real estate 
under $1,000 or decisions on small 
claims appeals. 

j /;/ 
~--------------~~ COURT OF APPEALS* 

5 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Appeals and original proceedings 

transferred by the Supreme Court 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
92 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- General and original,civil, probate. 
- General and original criminal. 
- juvenile. 
Appeals de novo and on record. 

jury trials. 

-, 
\< 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
15 district associate judges 
15 regular full-time magistrates " 

9 substitute full-time magistrates 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions $3,000 or less, small 

claims $1,000 or less. Forcible entry 
and detainer except title to property. 

- Misdemeanors, indictable misde
meanors, non-indictable misde
meanors, including traffic and 
ordinance viola tions. 
Preliminary hearings. 

- juven'ile. 

Six-person jury trials in simple mis
demeanor (non-indictable) cases. 

No jt'lry trials in small claims. 

t rndicatesroute of appeal. I) 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
191 part-time magistrates 
jurisdiction: 
- Small claims $1,000 or less. Forcible 

en try and detainer except title to 
property. , 

- Non-indictable misdemeano~,including 
traffic and ordinance violations (fine 
not to exceed $100 or sentence riot 
to exceed 39 days imprisonment). 

No jury trials in s!11all claims. 
Jury trials in criminal cases, 

t Indicates transfer of cases. ) 

I / '", 

'Court of Appeals began hearing oral argument's and deciding cases in january, 1977, 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Ii u 
(/;' 

,'\ 

:~ 

j 

o 

IowA SUPREIIE OJURT 
Court of last' resort 

9 justices 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Contracts 
Contes ted ~h;'id· ~~; ~~d; .. : : : : : : : : : ': : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Do;;'estic relations not involving child custody ••••••••••••• 
Property .............................................. , ... .. 
11axation .................................................................................................... .. 
Tort ," 
Trust, ;;~~~~;: .. ~iii~":::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••. ~ •••••••••••••••• 
Direct appeals from final judgments in ci vi! cases ........ . 
Writ of certiorari granted .................. ~ .............. . 
Interbcutory sppeal granted .............................. . 
Dispos,ttion by order or other mode prior to formal 

submission to the court ..................... I •••••••••••• '. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Criminal: 

Guilty plea only ......................................... .. 
Guilty plea and sentencing only ........................... . 
Other 
Direct' ~;~;;i~' i;~~' i~~~i' j~d~~;~~~·.i~· ~;.i~.i~;i· ~~~;~.:::::: 
Writ of certiorari granted ................................ . 
Disposition by order or other mode prior to formal 

submission to the court ................................ .. 
Total 

Postcon~.i~;:i.~~· ~';';';,.j;;' ..................................... .. 
.Postconviction relief ..................................... .. 

Appeal of administrative agency case: 
Administrative law ........................................ . 

Total appeals .................................................. 
Other cases: 

OrigInal proceedings: 
Disciplinary: 

Lawyer disciplinary proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Request to appeal: ~" 

Civil: :t~~~\~_. CO- "~ -

Petition for writ of certiorari •• ~";".~;' •••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for permission to appeal interlocutory ruling ••• 
~etition for discretionary review .............. , .......... . 

Total ••• ~ ........ ~; ........................ , ................... . 
Criminal: 

Petition for writ of certiorari ......................... . 
Petition. for discretionary"review •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................... " ............................. .. 
Total ....... , ............... ; ............................. .. 
Sentence review onIy: 

Selltencing only ........................................ .. 

Total other cases ... ~ •• 1 •• , •••••••••••••••• " ........................ . 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

307 

X 

__ X 

307i 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X 

X" 

Total cases ......... ~ • • ..... • • • • • • ... • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • •••• ...... • • • • • ... 848 

Other matters: 
Rehearing requests: 

Application for further revi,ew .............................. . 
Mo tions and orde,rs .......... ' .................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; 

Manner of dispositIon 

Civil" Criminal-
Signed opinion .................. --x-- --X--

Disciplinary 
9 

01 
o 

--0 

Total 

Filed 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

(x)e 
(x)e 

X (X)" 

X 
X 
X 
X 

(X)e 

X (X)e 

X 

X 

X (16)e 

X 

II X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

1,490 (16)~ 

156h 
':$',445 
3,601 

Disposed 

32 
12 
19 
22 
7 

45 
10 
49 

581k 
777 

7 
2 

83 

Cl 

,~, 

363k 
455 

40 

1,281 

9 

22 (x)e 
61 (X)e 
22 

105 (x)e 

17 (x)e 
22 (X)e 
39 ,(X)e 

144 (X)e 

11 

164 (16)e 

1,445 (16)e 

137 
3,445 
3,582 

:;, 
lJisposition of cases 

Appeals 

225 

End 
pending 

'X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

275 

X 

__ X 

275i 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X 

X 

880S 

19 

° --W 

Per curiam ..................... X 
Total opinion .................. 245 

X 
103 

o 
9 

3T2 
45 

357 

Civil- Criminal- Total DiSCiplinary 
Tranderred to Court of Appeals --vt5 125 - 370 0 

St~tus of pending cases 

Civil" Criaina1m Total 
In work ............. ' ........... 452 ----m-- -m-
Ready" .......................... 90° 36 126 
Assigned to justices 

~oF submission ............... 23 6 29 
Out to justices (submit~ed) •••• 40 11 51 

Consolidations ................... 7 12 19 
Dismissal or withdrawal 

prior to submission .......... .. 
Other dismissal ................. . 
lawyer ll.ccnse suspended ......... . 

209 
107 

53 
167 

262 
274 

o 
o 
9 

(continued on next page) 
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Iowa Supreme Court (continued) 

Time interval (average days) 

Ready for ~ubmission to opinion 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Priority civlln 
4.1 

X = The date for this case type are knowu to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eCaSeiJ not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

All 
6.5 

,~etitions for writ of certiorari and petitions for permission to appeal interlocutory ruling when granted are not counted as a disposition. 
, The resulting appeal is not counted as a new filing, and is counted as a disposition only when the appeal is disposed. These granted 

petitions are the ml~bers appearing in the parentheses. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
hPigure was computed: 

Applications for further review filed figure was computed from penJing and disposed figures. 
iData are not complete: 

Total appeals pending data do not include civil appeals, postconvictlon remedy cases, or appeals of administJ:'ative agency cases. 
kAdditiona.l information: 

Cases transferred to the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court are not included in cases listed as disposed prior to formal submission to the 
court. 

ISpecial source or revision in the data: 
Application for further review beginning pending figure was taken from the 1977 annual report wher .. it was given as the end pending figure 

for the 1977 court year. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

The civil category for manner of disposition, disposition of cases, and status of pending cases data includes civil appeals. postconviction 
re.lief J and appeal of administrative agency cases. 

The criminal category for manner of dispOSition, disposition of cases, and status of pending cases data includes criminal appeals and 
sentence review only cases. 

In addition to the 357 majority opinions there were also 41 cissents and 24 concurences filed, 
nInformation on time interval or age of pending data: 

Priority civil includes postconviction relief and contested child custody cases. 

Source: Court Administrator of the Judicial Department, 1978 Annual Statistical Report (Des Hoines, Iowa: 1979), 1979 Annual Statistical Report 
(Des Hoines, Iowa:- 1980). Statistics are from the annual reports except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

I' 

I 
r 

IOWA aJURT OF APPEAI.S 
Intermediate appella te court 

5 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Contracts ....................................•...•......... 
Contested child custody ................................... . 
Domestic relations not involving chlld custody •.•••••••••••• 
Property .................................................. . 
Taxation .................................................. . 
Tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 
Trust, estates, wills ..................................... . 
Other .................................................... .. 
DispOSition by order •• " .................................. . 

Totalj .................................................... .. 

Criminal: 
Cuilty plea ollly :'~ •••••••••• ,./ ........... , ................ . 
Guilty plea and sentencing only .......................... .. 
Otherj .................................................... . 

Totalj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PustcoDviction remedy: 
Postconviction relief .................................... .. 

Appeal of admlnistrative "llencY"case: 
Administ~ative law ........................................ . 

Total appeals .............................................. . 

Dther cases: 
Sentence review only: 

Sentencing only ~ .. , .. , .. , .. , .... t •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

Total cases ...•................................................. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

70 f j 

X 
X 
X 

22fj 

(j) 

-ill. 
(j) 

FUed 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

. 245j 

X 
X 
X 

125j 

(j) 

---1.Jl 
370 

-ill. 
(j) 

370 

Disposed 

26 
50 
68 
40 

4 
30 

3 
17 

1 
239 

11 
1 

100 
112 

7 

21 

379 

5 
--5 

384 

Hallner of disposition Time interval (average months) 

Total 
Signed opinion ................. ""TIS 
Per curiam .................... 1.71 
Dismissed by orde>; ............ 2 

Civil 
Ready for subClission to opinion •••••••• ------r-:3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for thiscaae type are known to be ine:luded in the total hut were not available by category. 

Priority civUn 
4.0 

227 

End 
pending 

X. 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

48gj 

X 
X 
X 

30gj 

(j) 

---1.Jl 
78g 

---1.Jl 
(j) 

78 

Crilainal A11 
--4-.1- --:5:"8 

fBeg~nr.ing pending figure for the 1978 q,ourt y~ar does not equnl the end pe"ding figure for the 1977 court year. The ,"~.sparity between these 
two figures is due to inventory correct.1.ons. . 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Data are as reported in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the cat"gory: 
C!'"?i..L· ... "!p;:=:;l.;; filiiG a;nd pe!:.ding include administrative law and postconviction relief cases. 
Criminal appeals filed and pending .include sentence revievonly cases. 
One crilainal appea1 was diSmissed by order. This case is included in the other criminal appeals category. 

nlnformation on time interval or age of pend1.ng da ta: . 
Priority civil includes postc<lnviction relief and contested child custody ca~es. 

Court Administrator of the Judicial Department, 1978 Annual Statistical Report (Des Hoines, Iowa: 1979). Statist~cs are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

)' 
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IOWA DISTRICT WURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

8 districtsC 

January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Small claims: 
Small claims (associate judges and regular 

magis trates assigned) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small claims (substitute and part-time magistrates assigned) • 
Small claims (docket maintained by the clerk) •••••••••••••••• 

Totalj •••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relationS: 

Other domestic relations: 
Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Probate/vills/intestate: 

Estate openedk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship and conservatorship openedk •••..•••••••••••••• 
Trusteeships openedk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil: 
Regular civil (district judges) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Regular civil (associate judges, substitute and 

regular magis tr& tes) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Crilrlnald : 
Felony: 

Regular criminal (district judges)jk ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
H:lGde.eanor: 

Regular criminal. (associate judges and regular 
full-time and substitute judicial magistrates)jk ••••••••••• 

Nonindictable statek ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Prelilrlcary hearing: 
Preliminary examiIUti~n (associate judges 'and regular 

magis tra tes) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary examination (substitute and part-time 

magistrates) .................. ; .......................... .. 
Total ••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ordinance violation: 
Nonindictable ordinancek .................................... . 

Appeal ••••• ; .................................................. . 

,1, k 

., T:::::c:riminal 

1 Other traffic violation: 
Nonindictable statek ......................................... . 
Nonindictable ordinancek ................................... .. 

Total ............................................................................................................ .. 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Juvenile: 
Other juvenile: 

J,uvenile (distric!, judges) ... , ............................... . 
Juvenile (associate judges and rellular magistrates) •••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Beginning 
pending 

784f 
748h 

l1,038f 
l2,570f 

NIl.. 

N/A 

N/A 
NIl.. 
NIl.. 
NIl.. 

X 

X 
40,534f 

53,154fi 

l2,192f j 

(j) 
6,970f 

X 

1,891 
3,846f 

32,2~8 

--.ill.. 
55,266f 

10,836 
10,570 
21,406 

21,406 

N/A 
If/A 
~ 

Total juvenile......... ......................................... N/A 

Grand total .............................................. • ,u;..... 129,826£1 

Triald 

Non-jur:t Total 
Civil: 

Saall. claias 12,660 12,660 

Filed 

10,864 
12,868 
48,322 
72,054 

947 

19,398 

3,919 
901 

4,820 
24,218 

46,068h 

530 
46,598 

143,817 

15,073h j 

12,869 
61,438 
74,307 

9,350 

10,921 
20,271 

67,373 

----.ill. 
177 ,024 

108,612 
82,058 

190,670 

190,670 

2,798 
3,397 

~ 

6,195 

517,706 

Age of 

Other civil 

Disl'oaed 
End 

pending 

10,804 844 
12,913 70BB 
46,261 1l,094 
69,978 14,646 

824k N/A 

17 , 136 N/A 

NIl.. NIl.. 
NIl.. NIl.. 
N/A N/A 

17,136i N/A 

41,898 X 

494 X 
42,39:?- 44,790 

130,330i 59,436gi 

l4,573j l2,556j 

13,005 (j) 
55,929 12,419 
68,934 X 

8,540k 2,466g 

1l,272k 1,27]g 
19,812 3,743g 

55,366 44,265 

----.ill. ~ 

158,685 73,043g 

107,154 12,2l2g 
79,940 l2,071g 

187,094 24,283g 

187,094 24.,283& 

l,681k N/A 
4,234k N/A 
5,915k ~ 

5,915k N/A 

481,6Ui 156,762gi 

pending cases (12/31/78) 

Over 1 :tear Under 1 :tear 

18,075 26,715 
Estate .............. 2 561 563 Regular criminal .. 3,179· 9,377 
Other civil ••••••••• 441 5,006 5,447 

Total ................ 443 18,227 18,670 
Criminal: 

Felony ........... '~.' 591 1,021 1,612 
HisdeJOeanor ........ ; 275 
Ordinance violB.tion. 31 

Total ................ 897 

6,511 6,786 
4,074 4,105 

11,606 12,503 ,Time intervalh 

Traffic: 
Other traffic Under 1 :tear to 3 :tears Over 3 years 

violation ......... 252 15,168·' 15,420 Ag~ at disposition: 
Grand total ............ 1,592 45,001 46,593 Probate/wills/intestate 8,568 6,683 1,885 

(continued on next puge) 
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Iowa District Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A D This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X a The data. for this case type are known to be included in the total but '/ere not available by category. 
-- a Not applicable. < 

" 
cJudge il\formatlon: 

Data include cases handled by 92 district and 15 district associate judges, 15 regular full-time, 9 substitute full-time, and 191 part-time 
magistrates. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the fHing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial (contested) is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
The disparity between these figures is due to inventory corrections. ' 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositlons: 
Figures nre as reported in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filed, disposed, and end pending data. 
Time interval data were estimated fr~ percentages given 1n the annual report. 

lOata are not complete: \~. ._ 
Estate, total civil, and grand totsl disi>Qs"cfcI figutes do not include guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship cases. 

'Total civil pending does not include domestic relations or estate data. 
Grand total pending does not include domestic relations 9r estate, or juvenile data. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
S"",11 claillS total includes cases handled by the clerk. The cases are not listed aa filed or pe~ding in the "by clerk" category because the 

cases are filed as regular cases and not as cases to be specifically disposed by the clerk. 
Regular criminal cases handled by the dis trict judges include felonies and appeals. 
Felony pending is the total for all regular criminal categories (felony, appeal, indictable .misdemeanor). 
Misdemeanor (regular criminal) pending cases are included in the felony (regular criminal) data. 

kAdditional information: 
Estate, guardianship and conservatorship, trusteeship, and regular criminal (felony)" cases are handled by district judges only. 
Formal hearings were held in 299 of the 8,540 preliminary hearing cases disposed by associate judges and regular magistrates. 
Nonindictable state and nonindictable ordinance cases ate handled by dis trice associate judges, regular full-time, substitute full-time, and 

part-t;~me magistrates. 
In addition to the total criminal data, there were 195 search warrants, 218 seized property hearings, and 15 miscellaneous actions handled by 

district associate and regular full-time magistrates, and 664 search warrants, 164 seized property hearings, and 17 miscellaneous 
actions handled by substitute full-t.ime and part-time magistrates. 

Juvenile and other domestic relations cases disposed 'represent the number of cases closed by formal hearing. 

Source: Court Administrator of the Judicial Oepartment, 1978 Annual Statistical Report, Iowa Judiciaq (Des Haines, Iowa: 1979). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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Indicates route of appeal. 
'Established January 10, 1977. 

KANSAS COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in 

Class A and B felonies and sentences 
with a maximum of life. 

- Exclusive original jurisdiction in any 
suit in law or equity, and any 
controversy relating to the appor
tionment of representation in the 
sta te,legisla ture. 

- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in cases 
where a statute of Kansas or of 
the United States has been held 
unconstitutional. 

- Appellate jurisdiction by right of 
constitutional issues previously 
decided by the Court of Appeals. 

- Discretionary appellate jurisdiction 
over all decisions made by the Court 
of Appeals. 

COURT OF APPEALS* 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- All appedls from District Court except 

those reviewable by the District 
Court or in which direct appeal to the 
Supreme Court .is pOSSible. 

- Writs of habeas corpus. 

DISTRICT COURT (29) 
70 district, 64 associate district, and 
76 district magistrate judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General original jurisdiction in all civil 

matters unle$,~ provided by law. 
- General original jurisdiction in all 

criminal m~~tters unless provided by 
law. " 

- Juvenile jurisdiction. 
- Appeals by District Magistrate judge 

cases rna}' be heard by District and 
Associate District judges. 

- Appeals from Municipal Court and 
Administrat:ve Agencies. 

I' 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
(~ 384) 
~. 356 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violatlons (less than 

one year imprisonment) including 
traffic. 

No jury trials. 

! ) 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

KANSAS SUPRKHE COURT 
Court: of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals, 
Civil ............................ " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cri1linal ....................................................... . 
Appeal of adaln1strative agency CBse: 

Workmen's compensation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals .................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceediuss, 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I .................. . 

Other writs ............................................. . 
Total .................................................... . 

Disciplinary ............................................. .. 
Total ...................................................... . 

Requests to appeal: 
Petitions for review Court of Appeals decisions •••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~I ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total caseo .................................................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motions for rehearing 
Other matters: 

........................................ 
Motions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

X 
164f 

X 
~f 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
7 

N/A 
--71 

3581 

o 

o 

Total other proceedings ......................................... 0 

Disposition of cases 

X (X)· 
114j (x)e 

X (x)e 
1313 (14)e 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

25 

N/Ai 
251 

156i (14)e 

43 

950 

993 

Appeals Original proceedings 

X 
176 

X 
300 

5 
10 

1 
16 

9 
25 

77 
102 

402 

43k 

950 

993 

Original RI>quest 
E!!!!. ~ ~ Total jurisdiction Disciplinary ~ ~ 

By opinion: 
Affirmed 
Reversed •••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part, 

revised in part ••••• 
D'ismissed ••••••••••••• 

Without opinion: 
Voluntary dismissals •• 
Dismissals by court ••• 

Granted .................. . 
Denied ................ .. 
Public 'censure •••••••••• 
Other ................. .. 

Manner of disposition 

" 

X 131 X 
X 21 X 

X 10 X 
X 0 X 

.X 8 X 
X 6 X 

197 
50 

16 
3 5 0 5 

22 0 0 0 
12 S 0 5 

0 0 77 
8 8 14 

0 0 
0 9 9 

Time interval (average months) 

(14)e 
(14)e 

(14 )e 

----------~.'. -

231 

End 
pending 

X 
102 

X 
1% 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
7 

21 
-zs 

224 

0 

0 

0 

.Civll~~~ 
Appeals 

Signed opinion X 92 X 163 
Per curiam •••••• X 48 X 81 
Memorandum ." ..... X 22 X 32 
Total ........... ' X 162 X 266 

Status of pending cases (6/30/78) 

Docl:eting (filing of record on appeal) to readiness •••••••••• 
Readiness to decision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ........... . 
Docketing (filing of record on appeal) to decision ••••••••••• 

Age of pending cases (months) 

Civil and sgency 
4.6 
9.1 

13.7 

Criminal 
--6-.0-

5.2 
11.2 

Appeals 
Civil and agency ~ 

CivU and agency ~ 
Cases pending: 

Not ready for submission: 
No briefs filed ........ .. 
Appellant only ready ••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••• , •••• 
Ready for SUbmission ••••••• 
Submitted ................. . 

237 
80 

317 
200 
41 

72 
31 

103 
42 
9 

309 
111 
410 
21.2 

50 

6 months or less ........ .. 
7 to 12 months ........... . 
13 months or more •••• , •••• 

Total ..................... . 
Average age ................ . 

15 
10 
69 
94 
13.6 months 

48 
40 
14 

102 
7.0 months 

63 
50 
83 

196 
10.2 ':onths 

(continued on next page) 
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Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough information is known. The category mayor may not be. handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to ba included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

Kansas Supreme Court (continued) 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Petitions for review of Court of ~ppeals decisions when granted are not counted as disposed cases until the resulting appeal is disposed; a 
new filing is not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted petitions for rev;f.ew are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Pending data were corrected in the 1978 annual report. 

inata are not complete: 

No baginning pending or tiled data were available for requests to appeal. cases. These cases are not included in the total cases beginning pending or filed categories. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Appeals filed include 10 civil and agency and 8 criminal appeals transferred from the Court of Appeals. 
kAdditional information: 

Of the 43 motions for rehearing disposed, one was gr.anted and the rest were denied. 
J) 

Source: Office of the Judicial Administration, Annual Report on the Courts of Kansas, July 1, 1977 through June" 30, 1978 (Topeka, Kansas: 
November, 1978). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been ("omputed where necessary. 

I 
if 

, , ... _"-"--------.'--

• :1 
I 
.i 

'KANSAS COURT OF Al'PEALSa 
I&termediate ,a,ppellate Court 

7 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crillinal .................................................... . 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases:'-
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••• ~\ ..................................... . 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motions for rehearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t •••••• 

Other matters: 
Motions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

·.To tal other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

385f 

0 

0 

0 

-------------------

Filed 

602 
190 

----m-

792 

35 

2,157 

2,192 

Manner or disposition Disposition of a~~eals 

Civil Criminal Total 
Appeals terminated by opinion: 

Signed opinion ••••••••••••••• 
Per curiam ................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

190 
12 

202m 

Time interval (months) 

99 
4 

103m 

289 
16 

305 

Civil Criminal Total 
Number of appeals terminated by 

as~ from readiness: 
Less than 7 months ••••• ;.... 129 
7 to 9 months •••••••••••••• 60 
10 to 12 months •••••••••••• 11 
13 or more months •••••••••• 2 

87 
14 

1 
1 

216 
74 
12 
3 

By opinion: 
Affirmed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reve.rsed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part • 
Remanded ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••• ; ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Without opinion: 
V"luntary dismissals ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissals by court •••••••••••••••• 
Transferred to Supreme Court ••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Civil, 

133 
39 
21 
o 
2 
7 

88 
26 
10 
10 

Disposed 

336 
129 
~ 

465 

35k 

2,157 

2,192 

Criminal 

78 
21 
2 
1 
0 
1 

13 
5 
8 
0 

Age of pending casea (6/30/78) (months) Status of pending cases (6/30/78) 

Cases pending from date docketed: 
6 months or less •••••••••••••• 
7 to 12 months •••••••••••••••• 
13 months or more .............. . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Average ag" (mon~hs) •• , ••••••••• 

282 
213 

63 
558 

6.7 

96 378 
47 260 
11 74 

154 712 
months 5.6 months 6.5 months 

Not ready for submission: 
No briefs filed •••••••••• 
Appellant only ready ••••• 

. Total ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ready for submission ••••••• 
Submitted ................. . 

Time interval (average months) 

Civil 
Docketing to decision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Docketing to readiness ••••••••••••••••• , •••••••• ,' 
Readiness to decision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

9':9 
4.2 
5.7 

Criminal 
--pj' 

5.0 
4.3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by ttl'e NCSP. 
Blank space D (Not enough information is known. The. case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 

237 
80 

317 
200 
41 

72 
31 

103 
42 
9 

aCourt jurisdiction: di t llate court of Kansas on January 10, 1977. 
"The Court of Appeals was created as the interme a e ~ppe 1 the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

fBeginning pe'nding figure for the 1978. coun year does d n~ equa f1 ct adjustments made to the figures previously reported. As noted in the annual report, the figures reporte ere re e 
kAdf\itional information: . 

All 35 of the rehearing requests were; denied. 
mlnformation on type of disposition or trial data: d inions 

d f iftU-eight of the civil opinions were memoran um op • Twenty-five of the total criminal opinions an , 

233 

Total 

211 
60 
23 

1 
2 
8 

101 

309 
III 
420 
242 

50 

31 
18 
10 

End 
pending 

558 
154 

---n2 

712 

0 

0 

0 

Source: . of Kansas. July 1, 1977 through June 30, 1978 (Topeka, Kansas: Office of the Judicial Administracion,A !~n~n~u~a~l~R~e~po~r~t~o~n~t~h~e~c~o¥ufr~ts~~~~~~~~_~~~~~~~~~~~~Y7~ 
o t th t totals hav,e been computed where necessary. December 1978). Statistics ~re from the annual report excep a 

= 
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KAlISAS DISTRICT OJURT 
.; Court of genera1 jurisdiction 

29 districts: 70 district, 64 ass~~iate district, and 7tl district magistrate judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 II 

Civild : 
Law: 

Chapter 6d 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negligence ......................................................................... . 

Professional. tort: 
Medical n~gligence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Product liability tort •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other tort:-

Property damage ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other tort ....................................................................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Contract ..................................................................... .. 
Small claims •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rea1 property rights: 

Personal property ..................................................... . 
Real property ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic re1ationu: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce, annulment, or separate maintenance ................... . 

Support/custody: 
U.R.E.S.A. inward ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
U.R.E.S.A. outward •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption ••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• ,; ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Probate/willS/intestate: 
Decedents es ti'ltes .................................................. \J •• 

Cuardianship/ conservatorship/ trus teeship: 
Guardianship/conservatorship estates ................... ,. ........... .. 
Trusts .............................................................................. . 

Total ............................................................................... . 
Other estate: 

Determination of descent .................................... .o ............ .. 

Miscellaneous probate actipns ........................................ . 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental health: 

Mental health treatment proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Alcohol treatment proceedings ................................................. . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appea1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writ: 

Special writs •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ', ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil: 

Other regular civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Crim.{Iiald: 

Felony •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
IUsdemeanor ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal ••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••• , .......................................... . 

Traffic: 
Dlil/DUI: 

Driving while intoxicate'd •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation: 

Juvenile traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •• 
Other traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................................... , ........... 0, ...... • ' ................ . 

Total traf fic 

Juvenile: 
Crimina1-type offense: 

Delinquent ..... , ....................... ;' .............. " ...................................... .. 
Status offense: 

Miscreant ............ , ................................... , ............. ~ ..................... .. 
Wayward or truant ......................................... " .............. .o ......... .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Dependent/neglected ........................................ . 
Other juveiille: 

Informal juven~~e .. .o ................ ',' .... .o ......... , .................. .o ........ . 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

x 

x 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A" 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
X 

8,744£1 

lilA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 

x 

31,621fi 

3,926 f j 
3,993f j 

-.ill 
7,9l9 f 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

.-lY.A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

_ N/A 

N/A 

Grand total ........................................... c................................ 39.5~Ofi 

29,345 

1,346 

145 
101 

403 
1,254 
1,657 
3,249 
6,546 

10,670 

422 
2,275 
2,697 

19,619 

1,783 
1,328 
3,111 
1,973 
1,270, 

25,973 

6,225 

1,958 
384 

2,342 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8,567i 

1,219 
710 

1,929 
144 

267 

2,689 

92 ,076i 

10,303 
14,193 

~ 

25,211 

3,538 

3,116 
260,486 
263,602 

267,140 

3,982 

4,f91 
2,365 
6,656 

1,899 

13,434 

25,971 

4l0,398i 

Disposed 

26,363 

X 

·X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

X 
X .. 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
X 

22,7771 

5,085 

899 
179 

1,078 

2,055 
1,202 
3,257 
9,420 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

X 

___ X 

72,813i 

10,232~ 
14,8t9j 

-.ill 
25,051 

X 

2,660 
X 

252\i688 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

~ 
9,8611 

End 
pending 

12,581gl 

~ 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

N/A 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

N/A 
X 

9,967gi 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~IA 
iliA 
N/A 

X 

35,129g1 

" 8,079 .. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A, 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

360,4131 43',208g1 

------------------------------------------------------~----------------------~--------~-.~----

(contin'~ed on next page) 
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Kansas District Court (continued) 

Contested triald 

Civil: 
Regular c1vilj ••••••• 
Domes tic rela tions j •• 

Total ••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal: 

Felony· •••••••••••••• 
Hisdemeano"," ••••••••• 

Jury 

292 

292 

3,333 
0 4,022 
7,355 

3,625 
4,022 
7,647 

Criminal dispositions 

Pleas of gUilty ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trial convictions ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissedm •••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Felony'" Kisdemeanor'" 
5,152 8,827 

514 535 
193 167 

3,857 4,517 
516 773 

Civil dispositions 

Total 
13,979 
1,049 

360 
8,374 
1,289 

Regular Domestic 
Total ••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic· ••••••••••••••• 
Crand total ••••••••••••• 

470 
580 

1,050 
94 

1,436 

237 
829 

1,066 
2,914 

11,335 

707 
1,409 
2,116 
3,008 

12,771 Traffic dispositionsm Civilj relationsj ~ 

Pleas of guilty •••• 200,828 
Bond forfeiture •••• 38,974 
Dismissed •••••••••• 7,218 

Age of pending cases (6/30/78) 

Dismissals ••••••••• 
Uncontested ......... . 
Total c.gntes ted ... . 
Other •••••••••••••• 

5,807 
4,291' 
3,625 

530 

5,816 
12,365 
4,022 

574 

11,623 
16,656 

7,647 
1,104 

Civil: 
6 months or less 

Over 24 months 6 to 12 months 13 to 18 months 19 to 24 mon ths 

Law: 
Regular civilj •••••••••••••• 

I~omestic. relationsj .............. .. 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal: 
Felony • ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Misdemeanor .......................... . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

5,382 
7,O9l 

12,473 

2,182 
1,709 
3,891 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by tbe NCSP. 

2,789 
1,740 
4,529 

Oll 
936 

1,747 

1,715 
631 

2,436 

701 
1,133 
1,834 

N/A D This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X D The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but "ere not available by category. 
-- D Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

1,107 
250 

1,357 

194 
228 
422 

1,588 
255 

1,843 

109 
76 

185 

A civil case is counted at the filing of a petition or complaint. Appea1s are filed in categories according to the nature of the case. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictmp.nts, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is impaneled. 
A non-jury trial is counted if the case is contested (an attorney appears in oppositinn). 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court 'year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

iOata are not complete: 
Juvenile total disposed figure does not include other juvenile. 
Doaestic relations pending and disposed figures do not include adoption cases. 
Tl)tal estate, total civil, and grand total" filed figures do not include other estate cases. 
Total civil pending figures do not include small claims, adoption, menta1 hea1th;'or estate cases. 
Total civil and gra)ld total disposed figures do not include small claims, adoption, or menta1 health cases. 
Grand total pending figures do not include small claims, adoption, ',",ental health, estate, traffic, or juvenile cases. 

jEl<planation of data included in the category: 
Filings include Original actions and retrials/reinstatements. 
Chapter 61 cases axe limited actions which include the categor.ies of auto tort, professional tort, product: liability tort, other tort, 

contract, anall claims, real estate Bnd personal property (rea1 property rights), tax appeals aDd workman's compensation (appea1 of ad
ainistrative agency case), and K.S,A. 60-1507 and habeas corpus (extrao"dinary writ). 

Regular civil cases for trial, dispo','ition, age of pending, and time interval data include tort, contract, real property It"1ghts, 
appeal. and extraordinary writ cases. 

Domestic relations caGes for tr~al, disposition, age of pending, and time interval data include marriage dissolution, 
suppnrt/custody, and other donestic relations cases, but not adoption cases. 

Figures for disposed and pending criminal appeal cases are included in the fcrony and misdemean~r categories, according to the nature of the 
case being appealed. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

Pending data for Chapter 61 cases were supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 
"'Categories for dispOSitiOn type or trial data: 

Dismissed criminsl dispositions include dismissals, other uncontested matters, and appeals from lower courts. 
Traffic dispositi'1,ns and tdals do not include juvenile traffic cases. 
As a result of the change in the tdal definition, non-jury cases include some cases which were merely "contested"--an answer was filed, 

although no trial was held. 
Felony lind misdemeanor trial and disposition da tn in'clude appea1 cases from the lower courts • 

Sources;" Office of the Judicial Administrator, Annual Report on the Courts offl.l<ar.sas July 1, 1977 through June 30, 1978 (Topeka, Kansas: 
November 1978). Statistics, are from the annual reports except thal>-'totals have been c9mputed where necessary, and additional data were 
supplied by the administrative office of the court during data verification. 

KAlISAS HlJNICIPAL OJURT 
COUl:t of limited jurisdiction 
IV 384 courts, tv 356 judges 

July I, 1977 to January 9, 1978 

There were n6 data available for cases handled in, the Munil!ipal Court for fiscal.,year 1978. 

o 
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KENTUCKY COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: r------.. ~ -Direct appeals cn judgment of death, 

- life imprisonment, or imprisonment 
for over 20 years. 

Judgment of death. 
life imprisonment 
or sentence greater 

than 20 years. 

- Motions to transfer from Court of 
Appeals for causes of great and im
mediate importance. 

- Discretionary review of Court of 
Appeals decisions. 

t 
COURT OF APPEALS 
14 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a matter of right on judg

ments of the Circuit Court. 
- Review of administrative agency 

decisions. " 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (56) 
87 judges 
Jurisdiction, 
- All justiciable causes not vested in 

some other court. 
- Civil actions over $500. 
- Original criminal. 
Appeals on the record. 

, Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (56) 
114 judges 

DISTRICT COURT, 

-Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jllJ:isdiction in civil cases 

invoJ.,ing $1~500 or less, provided the 
case does not involv~ equity or title to 
real estate. Uncontested probate 
matters within the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the District Court. 

- ExclUSIve jurisdiction in misdemeanor 
cases except where the charge is 
joined with an indictment for a felony. 
Ordinance violations and preliminary 
hearings. 

- Juvenile matters. 
- Authorized to adjudicate local 

administrative cases. 

Jury Trials. 

SMALL CLAIMS DIVISION 

Jurisdiction: 
, Small c1aimsJtnder$,lOOO. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

G 

'._._--------

'1 
>1 

,-; 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
gen'eral 

jurisdiction 

C) 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

o 

o 

i 
" 
" 

nj 

I . 

KENnlCKY SUl'REIIE QjURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
~ppea1s: 
'Direct appeals ...................................... " ••••••• 
Motions for trsnsfer granted .............................. .. 
Motions for discretionary review granted •••••••••• ",' •••••••• 

Total appeals ............................................... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original act1.ons ...................................... .. 
Motions for injunctive relief .......................... . 

Total ................................................... . 
Requests to appe~: 

Motion for' transfer •..•......•...•••.......•.............. 
Motion for disc.retionary review ... • ,' ~ ............•.......• 

Total ..................................................... . 

Total other cases ....•........•.....•....•...••.............. 

Total cases 0 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

(',ther proceedings: 
Rehearing reques ts: 

Petitions for rehearing .................................... . 
Other matters: 

Motions othel: than Rule 65.09 matters .... / ................ .. 
Intermediate appellate matters .. ,,~ ....•..•.•....•............ 

,~\ 

Total other proceedings ...................................... .. 

Beginr-ing 
pending 

X 

X 
o 
X 

7 
143 
150 

150i 

214 

12 

29 

Hanner of disposition 

Filed 

X 

X 
6 
X 

14 
486 
500 

5061 

771 (134)e 

58 

44 

102 

Opinion ..................... . 

Direct Appeals 
amI original actions 

227 

Requests 
to appea1 

o 
Order .•••..•••.•...........•. 13 X 
Transfer to Court of Appeals •• X :3 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are kllOwn to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
6 
X 

6 ( ll)e 
350 (123)e 
356 (134)e 

362i (134)e 

736j (134)e 

60 

~--

Total 
2'i:1 

557 
13 

108 

237 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

__ X 

X 

X 
0 
X 

4 
156 

~ 

160i 

249 

10 

-~ 

23 

eeases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Motions for transfeJ;, alid motions for discretionary review granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal 'is disposed; a filing is 

not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Total cases disposed include 13 cases transferred to the Criurt of Appeals. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts. Annual Report. 1978 (Frankfort. Kentucky)., 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the annual report except that 

'\ \ .----------------------------.a ________________________________ ~;}~'--__ --__ a.=-=-----~--===-----~=-aa-=-=.=-______ -=~ __ ~\~-~'~===--=== 
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KE!I'IIlCKY WURr OF APl'8ALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

14 judges 
January I, 1918 to December 31, 1978 

Casell: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••• • •••••• • ••••••• 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total app!!sls ............................................................................................. .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original juriSdiction: 
Original ac tions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Actions for injunctive reliefa •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Discretionary review .......................................................................... .. 
Total other cases .................................................................................... .. 

To tal cases .................................................................................................... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Petitions for rehearing,; 
Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 

Total other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

892 
228 

1,120 

18n 
In 

19f1 

2f1 
-n 

96 
17 

.13 

113 

Filed 

1,189 
305 

).,494 

52 
22 
74 

31 

----rr 

1,571 

297 
45 

~ 

342 

Disposed 

1,,340 
317 

1,657 

571 
181 
751 

41 
--yg 

1,736 

309 
49 

~ 

358 

Manner of di5position1 DisEosltion of cases 

Appeals: 
Civil .................... .. 
Criminal .................. . 

Total ...................... . 
, Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction •••••• 
Requests to appeal .......... . 

Total cases .................................... .. 

l'ublished 
opinion 

241 
55 

296 

o 
o 

296 

Non-published 
opinion Ord.er 

805 
188 
993 

1 
o 

994 

267 
79 

346 

58 
3 

407 

BoldfaCe: haadings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- - Not applicable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Published opinion: 
Affirmed ............... .. 
Affii:iJed in part and 

reversed in part ..•••••. 
Reversed ................... . 
Reversed and remanded ...... . 
Remanded ................ . 

Nonpublished opinion: 
Affirmed ................ . 
Affirmed in part and 

reversed in part ......•• 
Reversed ................... .. 
Reversed and remanded •••• 
Remanded ................ . 

Order~ 

Dismissed •••••••••••••••• 
Granted 

AE~eals 

~ ~ 

128 28 

28 3 
5!J 22, 
29 1 

0 I 

529 136 

69 13 
145 17 
60 9 

8 8 

268 79 

The court obtained jurisdiction for "actions for injunctive relief" on February 1, 1977 from the Supreme Court. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 cou~~ year does not equal thE! end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figures are given as corrected by the administrative office of the court. during data verification. 
1Spec:ial source or revision in the data: ' 

~-

156 

31 
77 
30 

1 

665 

82 
162 

69 
16 

347 

These caseload inventory data were corrected by the administrl>tive office .,f the courts during data verification. 
Manner of disposition and disposition of cases data were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data': 
The 1,290 opinions disposed 1,330 cases. 

End 
pending 

741 
216 

957 

13 
5 

18 

1 
--r9 

976 

84 
13 

---XL 
97 

Original Requests 
juri .... to 

~ ~ 

[I 
,I 

52 2 
6 I 

Source: Administrative Offi1:e of the Courts. Annual Report, 1978 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are from the annual report except 'that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and corrections were supplied by the clerk of the court and the: adminl.otrative 
office of the courts during data verification. 
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KEtmlCKY CIRCUIT WURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

'56 districts,\\87 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 
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pending Disposed pending 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil suit................................................... N/A 
DGmestic relations: 

Adoption: 
Adoption and termination of parental rights ............... . 

Other domestic relations: 
Domestic relationsj ...................................... .. 

Total .......................................... , ............ .. 
Mental lh;Uthj .......... , ..................................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal,?f a<ministrative agency case: 
Workmen t s compensation ... , ................................... . 

Appeal of trial court case: 
Probate challengesj ....................................... . 
Civil appeal ........... ,." ................................. .. 

lotal ................... ' ................................... . 
Total ...................... ' .................................. .. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

15,408 

:<,2121 

28,172 
30,3841 

3,039l. 

757 

107 
2251 

\; 3321 
1,0891 

16,0361 

(I 2,2761 

24,0281 
26,3041 

2,9841 

5731 

2901 
2101 
5001 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

'II/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Other civilj .................................................. . ~ 5,925 
1,0731 
5,0111 ~ 

Total c:i vil 

CriDinald : 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal .................................................... . 
Appeal ........................................................ . 

Total criminal ............. o. •••••••• o. .................. o. •• o. .. o. ............ '-i. 

Grand total 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A ~ This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

54,845 

9,Z36l 
(~'961 

10,132 

64,977 

51,408 

9,1311 
~l 

9,440 

60,848 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants. 

~Exp1anation of data included in the category: 
Domestic relations casc:s include contested ane! uncontested divorcc:s, separations, annulments, and certain post-divorce hearings for 

modifications in support, custody, visitation rights, etc. 
Mental health cases include both involuntary hospitalization and competency hearings. 
Probatcl challenge "ases are primarily will contests and exceptions to probate settloments of the District Court. 
Other civil cases include tax, zoning, and other administrative board appeals; state-initiated' fiscal suits from the Department of 

Revenue, Unemployment Compensation Board, etc; Uniform Reciprocal Support Act cases; cases inVOlving only injunctive relief; and 
other cases not specifically categorized' elsewhere on the profile. ' 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Most filing figures were revised and all disposed figures were supplied by the administrative office of the courts <luring data verification. 

Source: 
" 

Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Statistics are 
totals have been computed where necessary, and correction~ and, additior\Rl data were supplied by 
during data verification. 

from the annual report except that 
the admin1,strative office of the courts 

() 
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KENtUCKY DISTRICT OOURT"l-
Court of limited jurisdiction 

56 districts, 114 judges 
January 2,1978 to December 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small c1aics ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Other estate: 

BeginningJ 
pending 

1,575 
15 

Probatej ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,104 

Total civil 9,694 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 
Preliminary hearing: 

Felony ....................................................... " N/A 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

~'" 
Total traffiLe" ................................................ .. 

\\ 
'\\ 

. \\ 
Total Juvenile ... U .................... ~ .. • .................... .. 

Grand total .................................................... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

'lirA 

N/A 

N/A 

9,694 i 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdicticn: 

Filed 

48,808 
21,585 

34,156 

111,149 

11L,,'69 

21,95~ 

193,128 

34,114 

,580,112 

32,140 
19,022 

15,909 

67,611 

146,215 

164,810 

209,231 

26,129 

467,901 

• 

End 
pending 

11,643h 
8,51ah 

26,951h 

53,112h 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

NrA 

53,172hi 

The Kentucky District Court wad established under the Judicial Article adopted in November 1975 by constitutional amendment. The District 
Court became effective on January 2, 1978, replacing the former courts of limited jurisdictlon--the County Court, Quarterly Court, Police 
Court, and Hagistrate Court .. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition 0< ""mplaint. 
The criminal, traffic, and juvenile cace unit of count is the number of defendants. 

hFigure was computed: 
End pending figureG were computed from beginnniog pending, filed, and disposed data given in the annual rep~rt. 

iOata are not complete: 
Grand total pending data do not include any cri.-rlnal, traffic, or juvenile data. 

jExplanation of data included in the catesol!Y: 
Cases listed as "beginning pending" for the 1~78 court year are those cases which were transferred to the District Court upon its inception 

from the old limited jurisdiction courts. 
The probate category includes name changes, an" various other fiduciary appointments (guardianships, committee fiduciaries for 

incompetents, conservatorships, etc.), as well as estate cases. 
Juvenile cases include delinquency, status, dependency, neglect, needy, and abuse cases, as well as p:1ternity actions and adul.,c violations of 

RaS 530.060-.070 (endangering the welfare of or unlawful transnction with a minor). 
lSpecial source or reviSion in the data: () 

All data for this court were revised by the administrative office of the courts during data verHication. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, 1978 (Frankfort, Kentucky). Stat,istics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions were made to all data by the administrative ~fflcc of the courts during data 
verification. 

II 

~\ 
;1 

\)) 

LOUISIANA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

Criminai 

\\Civil, 
)'uvenile 

EAST BATON 
ROUGE FAMILY 
COURT 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction; 
-Adoption, non· 
support. desertion, 
seN ration, divorce. 

-Adult crime~ ag.linst 
juveniles not punish
able by d~ath or h.led' 
labor. 

-Neglect. delinquenc)·, 

JUVENILE 
COURT (3) 
8lud~es 
Jurisdiction: 
C, Caddo, Jeffersun, 
and Orleans Parishes. 

-Desertion. non
support, adoption. 

-Adult crimes against 
jU"enile not punish
able by death or hard 
labor. 

-Neglect, delinquency. 

MA YOR'S COURT 
Jurisdktion: 
- Municipal ordinance violations. 

No jury trials. 

J Indica tes route of appeal. 

'\ II 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals in criminal cases with fines 

greater than $500, sentence greater 
than 6 months, civil cases, and consti
tutionality of ordinance or statute. 

, 
COURTS OF APPEAL (4) 
27 judges 

Fine greater 
than $500. 
Sentence 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil appeals only. Appeals from Family 

Court, Juvenile Court. Criminal greater than 

, 

Civil greater 
than $100. 

PARISH COURT 
OF JEFFERSON 
PAR!SH(2) 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under 
51,000. 

-Criminal not punish
able by hard labor. 

No jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
NEW ORLEANS 
4 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance violations except 

traffic. 

No jury trials. 

'--', I""=:D~IS::-::T=R:-;I':::C=T~~~v~'~1 U:':'!R::-!T~(~4""O):--"""'" T' 
133 judges, 7 commissioners, and 
1 magistrate 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil jurisdiction. 
- Exclusive real property, election, pro-

bate, civil rights, and receivorship 
jurisdiction. 

- Original criminal jurisdIction. 
- Exclusive felony jurisdiction, 
Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

CiVilles~han $100. 
Fine less than $500. 

Sentence less. than 6 months. , 
JUSTICE OF 
THE PEACE 
COURT (461) 
461 justices of the 
peace 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under 
$300. 

-Commi!ting magis
trate in non-capital 
cases. 

No jury trials. 

A 
CITY COURT (49) 
'-58 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-CiVIl vanes from less 
than $100 to less than 
$2,000. 

-Criminal not punish
~ble by hard labor. 
Preliminary hearings. 

-Juvenile if no juvenile 
or family court. 

No jury trials. 

" <I 

TRAFFIC COURT OF 
NEW ORLEANS 

,i! 4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance, traffic violations. 

No jury trials. 

] 
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LOUISIANA SUPREHE COURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1978 to Dec~~ber 31, 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Appeal~j •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Writs granted ........................ . 

Total appeals .:::::::::::::::::::::::: ;'::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Other matters ........................ " ................ .. 

Disciplinary: 
Original jurisdiction petitionsj • Total ...................... '00 

Req_uest~" ~~ -~;;;~; ........... 0 ................................................................ .. 

Writs 
To tal 0 th;; .. ~~;;~ ..................................................................... . 

................ ,. ........................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests 

' ......................................................... ~ .......... .. 
Total other proceedings ......................................... 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

lilA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

j~ 
(\ ,,. 

~lanner of dispoSItion 

Filed 

563 

563 (472)e 

11 

l8 
29 

1,313 
1,842 

2,405 (472)e 

-..?~ 

249 

Disposed 

559 
408 --m---

49 

7j 
56 

1,622 (472)e 
1,678 (472)e 

2,645 (472)e 

246 

246 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

lilA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N7A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

,";Written opinion ••••••••••••••• 
/ "Per curiam without opinion '" 

(,.- With orders ................................. .. 

~ppeals 

422 
285 
260 

Original jurisdiction 
3 

46 

~t:1!~ 

o 
Requests to appeal Total cast's 

432 
Rehearing requests 

8 

Dismissed ................... . 
Granted 
Denied .. :::::::::::::::::::::: 

15 

Not considered ............. .. 

o 
o 

o 

o 
o 22 

472 
1,299 

41 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP 
Blank space a Not enough inform ti i k • 
N/.A = This case type is handled \y o~he s co~~~' bu!h~h cadse eat~gory mayor may not be handled by the court. 
- ~ Not applicable. ' e ats ate unavailable. 

eCases not included in the total t.Q avoid double '( • 
A writ granted is not d count ng • 

331 
260 
37 

472 
1,299 

41 

o 
o 
o 

19 
227 

o 

granted writs are t count", as dispoRed until the resulting appeal is dispos"d; fil 
jExplanation of data incl~:e~u~~,,~~ appearing. in parenthes"s in the profile. a ing!s not counted for the resulting appeal. TheDe 

A peal fil e category. , 

O~igin:l ju~1s!~~!~:: ;.:~~i~::e:~d~;r~:~;~!a~ !ur~S:icrion cases. 
.nc u e some nondiscipl1nsry bar matters a~ well as disciplinary cases 

Source: Judicial Administrator J di i 1 C • 
from the annual report' ex~ep~ ~hat O~~~!is A;:ual t!eport ."ith 1978 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). 

ve en computed werH. necessary. Statistics are 

i 
I 
I 

I 
I 

\ 

-----------"..-.. 
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Cases: 
Appeals: 

LOUISIANA COURTS OF APPEALa 
Intermediate appellste court 

4 circuits, 27c judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Begin:1ing 
pending 

Civil........................................................ X 
Total appeals ................................................. --X-

Other cases: 
Original' proceedings: 

Original jurisdic,tion: 
Writs .................................................... X 

Requests to appeal ........ ~ ........................................ .. 
Total other cases .......................................................... --X-

Filed 

2,042 
2,042 

344 

344 

Total cases ..................................................... 309h 2,386 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing reques ts 

Total other proceedings .............................. " ••••••••• 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Disposed 

2,3781 

712 

712 

Manner of disposition Disposition of cases Status of pending casesl (12/31/78) 

Judgments rendered ••.•••.• ," ... .. 1,930 
138 

Original 
jurisdiction 

To be argued .................. 757 
Cases dismissed .............. .. Argued b~t not denided •••••••• 160 

Granted 
Refused 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

71 
239 

Blank space· Not enough information is known. The case category may 0[' may not be handled by the court. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data art! unavailable. I" 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available \,~y category. 

aeourt jurisdiction: 
The court hears,c,dvl1 apeC,us only. 

cJudge information: 

II 

! 
Two retired judges were also assigned to hear cases in the First Circuit of the Courts of Appeal. 

hFigure was computed: 
The writs disposed figure was computed by adding writs refused and writs granted. 
Beginning pending figure wss computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 
The appealo disposed figure was computed by adding togethl\r cases dismisned and judgments rendered. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Disposition, end pending, and status of pending cases data were corrected by the administrative office 

verification. 
of the courts during data 

End 
pending 

X 
--X 

X 

--X 

917 1 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Judiciel AdQinistr"tor, J\I<\idal Council Annu"l Report with 1978 Stati.tics "nd Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). Statistics are 
from the annual report "xcept that totals have been computed where necessary, and corrections were made by the office of the Judicial 
Administration during data verification. 

,1\ 
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LOUISIANA DISTKlr.T COURT 
COUrt of general j~isdiction 

40 districts, 133 juages, 7 comoissioners, and. 1 magistrate 
January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Total civil ........... : ...................................... .. 

Total criminal 

Grand total 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

141,000 

229,541 

370,541 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 

,Disp(>Bed 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Judicial Admin1.strator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1978 Statistics and Related Data (New Orleans, Louisiana). 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

LOUISIANA FAllILY COUU AIID .l1IVl!lIIL£ COUilT 
Court of llai ted jurisdic tion 

1 court, 3 judges; 3 courts, 8 judges 
January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ............................................... .. 

Grand total •..•. " •.. " ••.•...•••.......•....... " .. ,. .. "!j ••• "." ••• ".,," 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A • This case type is haudled, by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

28,240 

28,240 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 

/ tll'if\rce: 
, ) 

Judir.ial Administrar.or, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1978 Statistics and Related Data (Neu Orleans, Louisiana). 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Eud 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Statistics are 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Statistics are 

----~--------~--------------~----------~-

(( r 

.1 

i. 

LOUISIANA CITY OOURTi AIID PAlUSO comrri , AIID IIIHICIPAL COllitT AIID TKAFFIC COUilT OF IiBW OIILEAliS 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

49 courts, 58 judges; 2 courts, 3 judges; I court, 4 judges ; 1 court, 4 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Child: 
Law: 

Civil .......................................................... 
Total civil ..................................................... 

Criaioald : 
Hisdeaeauor: 

State misdemeanor 
Ordinance violation 

............................................ 
--, , 

•••••••••• ,: ....... ~ •••••••••••••• 0\' •••••••••• 

To tal crimi nal ................................................... 
Trsf.!ic: 

Other traffic violation: 
State caSes •.••.••..•••••••.•••.•..••..••...•.•••••..••..•••. 
Ordinance cases ................•........................•.... 
Juvenile traffic-city ....................................... . 
Juvenile traffic-stnte .. . ' ........•...•..... t ••••••••••••••••• 

Total .......................... il •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic . .................................................. . 

Juvenilej: 
Criainal-type offense: 

Delinquency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Neglect ..................................................... . 
Othe,r juvenile: 

Special proceedings ......................................... . 

Total juvenile ................................................ .. 

Grand total .................................................... .. 

Beginning 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

NJA 

-21!. 
N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indics,te the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NI A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
> I A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filedi Disposed 

61,575i 39,163i 

61,575i 39,163i 

20,674 i 25,698i 
90,190i 71,284i 

118,864i 96,981.i 

78,341i 71,147i 
299,102i 247,777i 

6,456i 4,056i 
1,2021 1,107i 

385,101i 324,087i 

385,101i 324,087i 

4,446i 3,780i 

395i 359i 

~i ~i 

5,121i 4,400i 

570,6611 464,632i 

245 

End 
pending 

~ 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
iData are not complete: 

'Data were not available for Houms and Plaquemines. Filings for the following courts are estimates based on nine months data: Jefferson 
Second Parish Court, Slfdel1, apd Winnfie1":. Harksville and Pineville reports were estimated based on eight months data. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Juvenile t~affic filings are included in the juveoile total filinl'>s'. 

Source: JudiciulAdministrator, Judicial Council Annual Report with 1978 Statistics and Related Dat~ (New Orleans, Louisiana). Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed wh"re necessary. 

LOUISIANA JUSTICg OF TIlB PEACE COUllT, 
Court of '!liaited jurisdiction ' 

461 courts, 461 justices of the pence 
,:January I, 1978 to DecCliber 31, 1978 

There uere no data available for cases handled in the Justic" of th" Peace Court for 1978. 

LOUISIANA MAYOR'S COURT 
Court of lialted jurisdiction 

Jnnuary I, 1978 to Dec.-aber 31, 1978 

There w"re no data nvailable for cases handl"d in th" Hayor's Court for 1978. 

.'" 
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MAINE COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

f 
DISTRICT'COURT (33) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: . -

SUPREME JUDICIAL 
COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity con

current with Superior Court. 
- Hears final appeals from lower courts 

and appellate review of criminal 
sentencing. 

SUPERIOR COURT (16) 
14 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in civil. 

Equity matters relating to estate~, 
- Original jurisdiction in criminal. 
- Juveniles bound over for grand jury. 
Criminal appeals are de novo. 

Jury trials. 

" t 
PROBATE COURT (16) 
16 judges 

- Civil actions under fho,ooo, divorce, 
annulment, separation, quiet title, 
small claims. . 

Jurisdiction: 
- Wills, testamentary or administration, 

settlement of estates. Guardianship. 
Adoptions, change of name, and·' 
actions for separation. - Non-felony crimina,! c.-ses and or

,pinance violations. P~'lony probable 
cause hearings. 

- Juvenile. 

No jury trials. 

Indicates route of appeal. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COURT 
1 judge, 1 associate j1jdge 
Jurisdi<:tion: 
• All cases involving an agency's inten

tion to suspend, revoke, or refuse a 
license. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jllrisdiction, 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

t 

; i 
• ,f i. l 
,'j ,~ 
ti.<r 
,'. I u, 

bl 

'~ 
)i 

I 
i 
I 

0 t 

MAINE SUPREIIE JUDICIAL IDIJRT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
New appeals .............................................. . 
Reports •••••••••• , •••••••••••• r,' •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................................................... •. ~ .............. .. 
CrlmJ.nsl: 

New appeals .............................................. . 
Interlocutory appeals ........................................................................ .. 

Total ................................................. 'j, .............................................. . 
Total appeals ....... , ...................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Advisory opinions: 
Solemn occ8;sion "qpinions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Sentence review only: 
Appeals in the appellate division ....................... .. 

Total other cases ................................... ; ....... . 

(:::?tal cases •••..•••••••.••.•••...•..••....••••••• ~ .••• )I •••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

205 

X 
X 

164 
---m 

o 

42 
-U. 

411 

Manner of disposition 
~~Totai 

Written opinion ................ 192 139 331 
Per curiam and memorandum 

opinions ...................... 26 22 48 
Solemn occasion opinions ....... 2 0 2 

Status of pending cases (appenls)(fi/31/78) 

Not yet at issue ..................... 156 
At issue awaiting oral argument •••• o. 36 
Orally argued awaiting opinion ••••••• 65 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the '1iCSP. 

Filed Disposed 

236 
4 

240 

121 
4 

125 
365 

2 

55 I,: --sf 

422 

Disposition of appeals 

Sus tained (reve'csed) ..... 
Denied (affirmed) •••••••• 
Remanded ............... .. 
Dismissed by opinion ••••• 
Dismissed by court ••••••• 
Dismissed by s tipula tion • 
Withdrawn ........ " ..... . 

X 
X 

258 

X 
X 

219 
t;'ff 

2 

59 
---rr 

538 

81 
120 

4 
13 
16 
42 
18 

Disposition of sentence review cases 

Sentence unchanged ............... 56 
Sentence 'reduced ••••••••••••••••• 3 
Sentence increased ............... 0 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

kAdditional information: 

20 
135 

2 
4 

22 
o 
o 

247 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

187 

X 
X 

70 
257·· 

0 

38k 

-"38 

101 
255 

6 
17 
38 
42 
18 

295 

Twen5,Y.:-one of the sentence review only cases pending at the end of the year are pending because a related appeal is pending in the court. 

Administrative OfUce of the Courts,Annual Report 1978 (Auburn, Notne: 1979~. Statistics are frCIII the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necess?, an~ additions have been ",,"de <!,.ring verification by the cIerI< of the court. 

\ . 
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CivUd : 
Law; 

.. .AllIE SUl'ERIOB. muu 
Court of general jurisdiction 

16 counties, 14 judges 
.January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Other civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Tort: 
Damages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Personal injury •••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tot"l ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cont1act ............................................................. .. 
Da-estic relations: 

Marriage dbso1ution: () 
Divorce ••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

Support/cuatody: 
URESA •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Total ••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Appeal: 

Appeal of tria1 court esse: 
Infraction appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other appeal ............................................. .. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Extraordinary writB: 

Habeas corpus .................................. ·r~"""""··" ~,.""" •• """"""""""""" 

Other c1 vU: 
Habitual offender •••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil •••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• .. ••••••••••••• .. ••••••• 

Fe1ouy: 
"Classes A. B, and C ............................................................................ ..., .... .. 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

N/A 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

8,293fi 

1U~=:o~: and E .............................................. " 730£ 
Other cd.a1nalj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~£ 

Tot'al c:riminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l,900 f 

Traffic: 
Oth .. r traffic: violation: 400£ 

Title 29j .................................................. . 

Total traffic: ••••••••••••••• ,\ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 400£ 

Grand total ........................................ , •••••••••••••• 10,593fi ,) 

,Tria1di 

CivU- •••••••••••••••••••• 
Cria1nal and 'traffi.: •••••• 

~ Non-jury 
163 314 
5071 2341 

Grand total •••••••• ; ••••• •• 670 548 

Total -m-
7411 

1,218 

Civil dispositions 

Default judgments ••••••••••••• 
Dismissed by p1ai!ltiff, 

settlements, and stipulated 
judgments (Rule 41(a» ...... 

Dismissed by Court (Rule 41(b» 
Summary judgment •••••••••••••• 
Final order , •••••••••••••••••• 
Divorce decree .............................. .. 
Appeal sus tained •••••••••••••• 
Appeal denied ••••••••••••••••• 
llrit denied ••••••••••••••••••• 
IIrit granted ................. . 
Court finding ...... , ......... . 
,Direct verdict ............ . ' ............. .. 
Multiple judglllents ...... ;' .... . 
1lther ........................ . 

Filed 

2,008 

942 
861 

1,803 
1;318 

539 

1,499 
2,038-

33 
179 
212 

76 

568 

8,02.3 

2,790 

l,9i9 
~ 

5,444 

~ 

2,216 

15,683 

:lOi 

2,641 
996 
124 

1,572 
356 

19 
91 
26 
10 

190 
3 

151 
390 

• 

':...:: 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

1,919 X 

740 X 
857 X 

1,597 X 
1,061 X 

'::'::, 522 X 

1,045 N/A 
1,567 X 

24 X 
236 X 
260 X 

64 X 

388 ___ X 

6,856 9,006gi 

2,616 1,002 

2,082 627 

-ffi ~ 

5,349 1,995 

2,009 ~ 

2,009 607 

14,214 l1,6(.'8gi 

Crial .... l and traffic dispoaitions 

JUlY cl.-ial: 
Convic:ted ......................... . 
Acquittec\ ......................... . 

Non-jury trial, 
Convicted ................................................ .. 
Acquitted ......................... . 

Guilty plea ......................... . 
Mistrial ....................................................... ~ 
Dismissed by c:ourt .................. . 
Dismissed by llistric:t Attorney 

(Rule 48(a» ...................... . 
District Court bail reversel! ••••••••• 
Dbtrict Court bail affirmed ••••••••• 
Juvenile appeal denied •••••••••• " •• ,. 
Juvenile appeal sustained ...................... .. 
Juvenile appeal t new sentence .............. .. 
Probation revoked ............................ "" ........ .. 
Filed case ......................... .. 
Other ••• ; ....................... ,,~ •••• 

II 

637 
·.li56 

194 
65 

3',472 
44 

192 

2,219 
128 

75 
35 
19 
1 

29 
150 
198 

(continued on next page) 

(1 

Time interval data (d~ 

Civil: 
Pretrial memo to pretrial conference 
l1retrial conference to jury trial ....... 
Pretrial conference to jury-waived trial 

Crialna1: 
Filing to first appearance ................ 
t'irst appearance to guilty pl~a . ........ 
First appearance to jury trial ........... 
First appearance to jury-waived trial ••• 
All first appearances to disposition •••• 

Boldface headings indica te the c:lassifica tions used by the NeSp. 

dCase deUnition or unit of count' 

o to 60 

~ 
325 
46 
13 

o to 30 

~ 
2,240 

765 
23 

9 
935 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

n 

61 to 120 121 to 180 181 to 240 
da~s da~s da~s 

407 151 47 
62 45 23 
27 32 18 

31 to 60 61 to 90 91 to 120 

~ ~ da~s 
109 60 61 
233 154 145 
30 34 39 

6 3 10 
388 282 251 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendanta on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A trial is counted by the state when it has officially begun. 

fBegtnnillg pending figure for the 1)78 coart yeal' does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year, 
Figurei.' are as given in the annual repcrt. 

SChange in pending doe~ not equal the difference between filings and dispositions, 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

249 

Maine Superior Court ( continued) 

over 240 

~ 
91 
50 
68 

ov(!r 120 

~ 
139 
272 
105 

29 
753 

iData are not c:omplete, 
Pending ddta for the categories of d.,..,stic: relations, total civil, and" for grand total cases do not include data for support/custody cases. 

jExplanation of data included in the category, 
Other crialnal incorporates esses which fall outside Title 17A and Title 12. It ft\c:ludes inland fisheries violations, wildlife violations, 

and municipal ordinance violations. n 
Tit'ie 29 cases are OUI (operating under the influence) cases and other traffic offen~~s. 

ISpecial source or revision in the data, ..5' 

Figures as noted were supplied by the administrative office of the courts during date. verific:ation. 
mlnformation on disposition type on trial data, 

Civil trial data do not include URESA "ases. 

Source, Administrative Office of the Courts, Anno.al Report 1978 (Auburn, Maine, 1979)." Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary, and additions and corrections were supplied by the administrative office of the courts 
durin!) data verification. 

" . 
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MAINE DISTRICT WORTbi 
Court of lilrlted jurisdiction 

33 courts, 20 judges' 

• 

January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Beginnin~ 
pending 

Civild: 
La .. : 

Civil •••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Money jll:dgments ............................................. .. 

Total ........... •• .... •••••• .. ••••••••••• .. •••• .. ••• .. • .. • .. .. 
Small claims .................................................. . 
Domestic relations! 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce .................. · .......... · ...................................................................... .. 

Support/custody: 
Reciprocal ................................................ . 

Total .............. • ...... •• .. • ............ •••••• .. • .. • .... • .. 
Mental health ................................................. . 

Total civil ...................................................... 

CriJdnald : 
Felony: 

Classes A, B, and C .................................................................................. .. 
Misdemeanor: 

Classes D and E ............................................ .. 

Total criminal ................................................... 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: /1 ,I 

Traffic criminal ....................................... .. tJ·· 
Civil violations and traffic infractions ••••••••••••••••••• " 

Total .......... • .. •• .. ••••• ...... ·,·· .. • .. •••••••••• .... ••••• .. 

Total traffic .................................................... . 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................ .. 

Grand to· tal ..................................................... . 

Trialdi 

Civil: 
Law ••••••.••• •••••••••••• 
Small claiDS ........... .. 
Marriage dissolution ........ .. 
Mental health .......... .. 

Total ....... ••• .. ••••• .. .. 
Criminal: 

Felony ................. .. 
Misdemeanor ...... " .................. .. 

Total ............. ••• .... • 
Traffic ................... . 
Juvenile ........ • ......... . 

Grand Total 

1,079 
748 

1,105 
217 

3,149 

176 
1,210 
1,'386 
2,421 

871 
7,827 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NdiP. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/ii 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

12,189i 
5,562i 

17,751i 

14,350i 

7,486i 

13i 

7i'499 i 
~i 

40,246i 

x 

___ x 

X 

X 
X 

__ X_ 

X 

5,350 

215,707i 

Disposedbi 

4,555i 
2,561i 
7,116 i 
6,693i 

3,411i 

N/A 
3,417i 
~i 

17 ,601i 

l,424i 

12,654i 

14,078i 

24,303i 
53,6411 

77,944i 

77 ,944i 

1) 

l,907i 

111,530i 

Time interval:!. (average days) 

"Time from request for trial to trial: 
Civil: 

Law: 
Civil . ......................... . 
Noney judgments ............... .. 

S..al.l claims .................... .. 
riarriage ciissolutioil .............. ' ..... e·" .... . 

CO Nental health ................... .. 
Criminal: 

Felony ... , ........................ · ...................... . 
Misdemeanor ............................................ .. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violarion: 
~ Traffic criminal ........ , ....... 

CivU violations and traffic 
infractions ................... . 

Juvenile ............................ 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this caae type are known to be included in the total but were not availah1e by category, 

bpartlcular court or reporting system info;rmation: 

71 
69 
45 
17 
2;1 

40 
45 

45 

39 
44 

End 
pendingk 

) 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

.lY..!-
N/A 

N/A 

_N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
RIA 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

A new statistical reporting syste .. was i.mplemented in the Distri.cC 
twelve-month period. Disposition, trial, and time interval data 
1~78 only. 

Court during 1976. liiling figures are given f"r the complete 
were availilble for the six-month period from July I, 1978 to December 31. 

'" (\ 

dcase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the n~ber of informations, indictments, or" cOI!1plaints. 

o 

iData are not complete: ,:, 
As a result of the implementation of the new reporting system, diaposition, tr:!.31, and time interval data were available for the second half 

of the reporting period only. In addition, no disposition data Were available for domestic relations support/custody cases. 
The courts located in Kent alld V.an lluren Counties reported f;iling data for criminal, traffic, 'hnd juvenile cases only. Disposition data 

from these courts were complete for the six-month time period. 
Only CalaiS, Belfast, Lincoln, Rockland, and Wiscasset reported domp,stic relations support/custody caSeS filed~ 
Only Augusta, Bangor, and 'Port1and reported ..ental heal.th cases riled. Disposition data for this category "ere complete for the six-month 

period. r. 

Source: Adminiotrative Office of .the Courts, Annual Report 1978 (Auburn, Maine: 1979). Statistics are from the annu~l report except that 

totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MAINE ADIIINISTRA'IIVE WURTb 

Court of limited jurisdiction 
1 judge, 1 associate judge 

July 1, 1978 to December 30, 1978 

Civild : 
Appeal: 

Appeul of adainistrative agency case: 
BUt'1!8U of "liquor enforcement ....................................... . 
Department of Secretary of State .0 .•••...•.••........••••.•. 
Bureau of Haine State Police .............. , .............. .. 
Department of Uuman Services ................................... .. 
Real Estate Commission .................................... . 
Haine Department of Business Regulation •••••••••••••••••••• 
~arness Racing Commission ................................. . 

oard of, Dental Examiners ................................. . 
Board of_CommiSSioners for Profession of Pharmacy ••••••••• 
Appeal from Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages •••••••••••••••••• 
State Board of Licensure of Hedical .. ;Facilities 

other than Hospitals ............................................ 0.)" ....................... .. 

Appeal from decision of lIarness Racing C.Qmmission •••••••••• 
Totlll ....................................................... . 

Total civil .................... , ................................ . 

Grand total II 
.............................. : ............................................... !~."""""""".""" 

Boldface 'headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. " 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A • This case type is hand1~d by the court, but the data are una\.·ailable. 

bparticu1ar court or. reporting system information: 

tr 

Filed 

191 
41 
18 

8 
3 
1 
1 
1 
0 
1 

1 
1 

~ 

267 

267 

Disposedk 

220 
34 

8 
9 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

--E§: 

278 

278 

251 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

On July 1, 1978 the jurisdiction of the Administrative Court expanded and it joined the Ju i ., 
dease ~~~rn~~~~~ !~r u~~~ ~~\~~~~~ period between its joining the ,Judicial Department and the :~i~! ~:i:~~:;n~;arFi~~:;: and dispOSition data are 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a complaint. 

Source: Ad!llinistrative Office of the Courts. Annual Report 19;8 (Auburn, Maine: 
totals have beer~' computed where necessary. 

1979) • 

HAlNE !'ROBATE WORT 
Court of llor.ited jurisdiction 

16 courts. 16 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Statistics are from the annual report except that 

There were no d"t~(IYIli1ab1e for cases handled in ~he Probate Court for 1978. 
'«~. 
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MARYLAND COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

, 

Certiorari 
of District 

Court appeals. 

t 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Certiorari review of Court of Special 

Appeals. 
- Uniform Certification of QHestions 

of Law Act. 

COURT OF 
SPECIAL APPEALS 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: . . . . 
- Exclusive initial appellate Junsd,ctlon 

over any reviewable judgment of a 
Circuit Court or Orphans' Court, 
except for appeals in crimin.al.cases 
in which the death penal1y IS Imposed. 

., 
CIRCUIT COURT (29) 

Juvenile 
in Montgomery 

County. 

90 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $2,500. Probate 

in Montgomery andHarford counties. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors (fine grea ter 

than $2,500, sentence greater than 
3 years). 

- Juvenile (except Montgomery County). 
- Administrative appeals. 
Appeals de novo and on record. 

Jury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (12) 
85 judges and chief judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000,landlord 

and tenant. 
- Felony theft if value is under $500, 

misdemeanors, ordinance violations 
(fine less than $2,500, sentence less 
than 3 years). Feiony preliminaries. 

- Juvenile (in Montgomery County). 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

\\ 
~.' 

~denovo_ 

ORPHANS' COURT (22) 
66 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over adminis

tration of estates of decedents and 
minors, orphans, wards, and guard
ians. Handled by Circuit Court in 
Montgomery and·trarford counties. 

-

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

)j 

;< 

IlARYLAND COURT OF Al'PEALS 
Court of last resort 

7 judges 

253 

Jlll.y 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

CaseR: 
Appeal.s: 

Civil. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crf.ainal. .................................................... . 

Total appeals .................... 'O .\.) ........................... . 

Other cases: 
Original. proc~ngs: 

Disciplinary .............................................. . 
Requests to appeal.: 

Applications for certiorari: 
Civil. .................................................. .. 
C~ ................................................ . 

Total ......... , ........................................... .. 
Total other cases .................................. ,c ........ .. 

Beginning 
" pending 

o 

a 
o 
a 

--0 

Total cases ...................................................... 13 

Manner of disposition 
Repcrted opinions ............................. 114 
Unreported opinions ............. :;;............. 16 

DispOSition of appeala 

Affirmed .................... . 
Modified and affirmed •••••••• 
Reversed ••••••••••••••• ~ .••••• 
Affirmed in part, rev,p.~Sed 

in part ......... ~;: ....... .. 
Remanded without affirmance 

or reversal ............... . 
Dismissed, opinion filed ••••• 
Dismissed without opinion •••• 
Dismissed prior to argument 

or Qubmission .••.••.•.•..•• 
Transferred to Court of 

Special Appeals ........... . 
Advanced and di~posed of ••••• 

32 

27 

2 

2 
3 
3 

4 

7 

Civil 

17 

8 

3 

1 
1 
3 

2 

49 

35 

5 

3 
4 
6 

6 

8 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP,' 

17 

15 

o 
3 
4 

o 

1 

66 

50 

6 

3 
7 

10 

6 

9 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

a2h (44)e 118 16 
(48)e,h 41 12 

82n (92)e 159 -zs 

12 12 0 

218 174 (44)e a 
273 225 (48)e 0 
491 399 (92)e a 
503 411 (92)e --0 

585 (92)e 570 (92)e 28 

Disposition of applications fer certiorari 

Granted ........... . 
Denied ........... .. 
Dismissed •••• ,,' •••• 
Withdrawn ........ .. 
Total ............. . 

Civil. 
44 

170 
3 
1 

218 

Criminal. 
--48--

224 
1 
o 

273 

Time interval (average months) 

Original filing to disposition in Circuit Court 

Total. 
~ 

394 
4 
1 

491 

Disposition in Circuit Court to docketing .......... . 
Docketing to argument ..•••.•••.....•••.•.••.••.•.•.. 
Argument to decision ............................... . 

13.9 
7.1 
2.7 
1.7 

eCases out included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Applications for certiorari whe" granted are not counted as dispositions until the resulting appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted 
for the associated appeal.. These granted applications for certiorari are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

hFigure was computed: 

CiYil. and crillinal. appeal. filings and dispositions were computed from available data. 
kAdditional information: 

The Court of Appeals also revi/lwed 63 bar admittance matters. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Sixteen opinions were per curiam. Thirteen dissenting opinions and three concurring opinions were also filed. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1977-78 (Annapolis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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MARYLAIID OJURT OF Sl'IlCIAL APPIlALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

13 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Law .......................................................... . 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

lota1 ••••• _ ................................................. . 
Criminal .. ; ................................................. . 

Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal: 

Application for leave to 'appeal: 
Postconviction remedy ...................................................................... .. 

Total other cases ........................................................................................ .. 

Total cases ........................................................................................................ .. 

Manner of dispositionm 

Beginning 
pending 

431 
411 
84 
69 

153 

o 
--0 

153 

Reported opinions ........................................... 209 
Unreported opinions, all per curiam ....... '-~ ........................................ 790 

Disposition of appeals 
0 

Civil ~ Total 
Law Equity Total 

Affirmed .............................. 173 110 283 483 766 
Nodified and affirmed ............... 0 3 3 0 3 
Reversed ........................... 40 34 74 54 128 
Affirmed in part) reversed in part 13 16 29 29 58 
Remanded without affirmance or 

reversal ......................... 6 3 9 8 17 

Filed 

X ( x)e 
X ( X)e 
X ( X)e 
X ( x)e 

1,391 (21)e (/ 

X 
253h 

Disposed 

467 
277 
744 
709 

1,453 

232 (2.1)e 
232 (2.1)e 

1,685 (2.1)e 

Disposition of applications for leave to appeal 

Granted ................................... 21 
Denied .................................... 227 
Withdrawn ................................. 0 
Remanded .................................. 4 
Dismissed ............................................................ 1 

Total ...................................... 253 

Time interval (average months) 
;' 

End 
pending _, 

41 
27 
68 
44 

---m-

o 
--0 

112 

Dismissed .. opinion filed ........... 24 8 32 6 38 
Dismissed prior to argument or 

Original filings to dispositions in court below f: ... 11.5 
Disposition in Circuit Court to docketing .. ',_, .. ~ .... 2.7 

subruission ................. " ...... 159 75 234 12.3 
Transferred to Court of Appeals, •••• 50 28 78 5 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

357 
83 

Docketing to argument .. " ........................ • " .. '\ 0 •• 4.9 
Argument to decision ......................... t '_~)'" 0.7 

?--r-

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

eeases not included in the tot.,1.4--e; ~avoid double counting: 
Applications for leave to appeal when granted are not counted as dispositions until the 'resulting appeal is disposed; a new filing is not 

counted for the associated appeal. These granted applications for leave to appeal are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
hFigure was computed: 

Filings were computed from disposed and pending figures. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Two dissenting opinions and three concurring opinions were alao filed. 
Ii 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1977-1978 (Annapolis, Maryland). 
except that totals have been comptlted where necessary .. 

Statistic& are from the annual report 

\ 

MARYLAND CIRCUIT OJURT 
Court of general juriadiction 

29 courts, 90 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Law: 
ConfeSlied judgments ......................................... . 
Other !.aw ........................................................ . 

Total ." ....................................................... . 
Tort: 

Auto tClrt: 
~totOI: tort ................................................. . 

Other tort: 
Other tort ................................................ . 
Consent cases •••.•....... '" ................................. . 

1·ota1 ..................................................... .. 
Total .\ ..................................................... .. 

Contract , ....................................... .. ~ ...•..•.•••...•. 
Reat: propiorty rights: 

Condemm'.tion ....................... "j.t . .................... . 
Foreclos'lre ........•.. ; ................ . ,,' ....................... I. 

Total ... _\ ... !t ........................ • \\ .......................... . 

Equity: -
Other equ:tty ................................................ . 

Doaestic relations: 
Marriage dlsso1ution: 

Divorce, ,nullity, maintenance ................................. . 
Adopt-ion ., ................................................ .. 
Other d.,..es\~ic relations: 

Paternity ................................................. . 
Total ....................... , ................................ . 

Ilstate: 
Guardianship/'conservatorship/trusteeahip: 

Petition fo~ guardianship ................................. . 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency case ........................ . 
'~1>pea1 of trial court case ................................. .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Extraordinary wrjlts: 

Habeas corpus , .................................................... . 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Criminald : 
J!e1ony/aisdemt'anor: 

Nonsupport ' ..................................................... . 
Other crin-,ina1 ............................................. .. 
Adult off.nses against juveniles ............................ . 

Tota1 ••• -, .................................................... . 
Appeal of trial court case: " 

Motor vthic1e ............................................... . 
Criminll1 ................................................... .. 

Total f" .......................................................... . 

Postcor,viction remedy: 
Post.'~onviction ............................................... ' ••• 

Sent"rice review only: 
A!,/plications f~r review of criminal sentences ................. . 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: i'j, 

Delinquency ................................................. . 
Other juvenile: 

Child in need of asaistance/child in need of supervision ••••• 

/'l};ta1 juvenile ................................................. . 

" Grand total .................................................... .. 

i( 

I,' 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

85,459 

X 
X 

(j) 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

~ 

13,689i j 

X 

X 

4,574j 

103,72.2i j 

Filed 

2,258 
1,992 
4,250 

5,469 

2,204 
" 229 
\~J433 
7,902 
5,179 

413 
2,946 
3,359 

10,988 

28,526 
1,879 

8,660 
39,065 

632 

1,985 
879 

2,864 

~ 

74,720 

2,355 
28,186 

101 
30,657 

2,798 
1,802 
4,595 

593 

36,103 

19,607k 

2,764k 

22,371k 

133,194k 
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Disposed 
End 

pending 

2,249 X 
1,971 X 
4,220 X 

5,995 X 

1,925 X 
268 X 

2,193 X 

8,188 X 
4,137 X 

351 X 
2,153 X 
2,504 X 

8,246 X 

24,164 X 
1,556 X 

6,747 X 
32,467 X 

471 X 

1,310 X 
705 X 

2,015 X 

~ X 

62,6&,7 97,492 

1,887 X 
26,082 X 

106 (j) 
28,083 X 

2,523 X 
1,553 X 
4,076 X 

487 X 

~ ~ 

32,875 16,906i j 

19,414k X 

2,803k ___ X 

22,217k 4,190j 

117,779k 118,588i ,J 
1 
if 

(continu"d on next page) 'I 

'1 
.~ 
'I 
1 
H 



)) 

256 

Maryland Circuit Court (Continued) 

Trillld 

~ Non-jury ~ 
Time interval (average days)h 

'Civi1: 
Lawm 1,071 1,322 
Equitym ••• 0 14,730 

" 
2,393 

14,730 

Filing to trial 
or hearing 

Filing to 
disposition 

Civil: 
Total •••••• 1,071 16,052 17,123 

Crilllinal •••• 1,526 7,263 8,789 
Total •••••••• 2,597 23,315 25,912 

Lawn........... 450 
,Equityn •••••••• 170 

Total........... 209 
CriJdnal 107 j 
Juvenile ••••••••• N/ A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A = This case tYl'e is handled by the court but the data are una"ailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase defini tion or uni t of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury t.rial is counted at. t.he point when an opening statement or the introduction- of any evidence occurs. 

hFigure was computed: 

Time interval data were computed by weighting the individual court' s average by the number of trials per court. 
inata are not complete: 

Crilllinal and grand total pending do not include sentence review only cases. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Pending figures for adult offenses against juveniles are included in the total pending for juvenile cases. 
Juvenile and grand total data include juvenile cases from the Montgomery County DiBtrict Court. 

kAdditional information: 

384 
194 
253 
155 

67 

Juvenile and grand total data do not include juvenile cases from the Montgomery County District Court. These cases ,\,I'e reported in the 
District Court chart. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

The equity category for trial data includes domestic relations, equity, and foreclosure. The law category includes all other civil 
ca tegories. 

nlnformation on time interval or age of pending data. 

The equity category for time interval data includes d01Oe8tic relations, equity, and foreclosure. Tho law category includes all other 
civi1 categories. 

Source: Ailministrative Office of the Courts, Annual Repo:!:t 1977-78 (AnnapOlis, Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

)i 

MAll.YLAliD DISTRICT OOUllT 
Cou:!:t of limited jUl:isdiction 

12 districts, 85 jndges and chief jndge 
July I, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

Law: 
Contract and tort cases •..••....................•...........• 

Real property rights: 
Landlord and tenant •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminald : 
Hisdeaeanor: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adult offenses against juvenilesj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ................. . 

Total criminal .•.........•...........•..•......•...............• 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenilej: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Delinquency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile: 

Child in need of assistance/child in need of .supervision ••••• 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Ii 
.\ 

, i~ 

N/A 
(j) 

. N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

X 

Filed 

104,355 

283,011 
10,894 

398,260 

101,202 
lSj 

101,217 

101,217 

683,245 

1,378 

716 

2,094 

Grand Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,642i l,184,816k 

Crilllinul dispositions 

Defendants held f<>r grand jury action 6,471 
Defendants transferred to Circuit Court 

for jury trial •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5,588 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Non-jury trial 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic •••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

39,060 
247,113 
286,173 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information. indictment, or complaint .. 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
28j 
28i 

2si 

N/A 

1,477 

790 

2,267 

~,295i 

Traffic dispositions 

Cases paid ••••••••••• 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement o~ the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
innta are not complete: 

Criminal disposition data include adult offenses against juveniles in Hontgomery County only. 
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End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
(j) 
N/A 

II/A 

N/A 

X 

X 

2,456j 

2,456 i 

436,132 

Grand total pending and disposition data include crilllinal adult offenses against juveniles and juvenile data from the Montgomery County 
District Court. only. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: D 
Crilllinal adult offenses against juveniles pending figures are included with tlii. juvenile pending totals. 

kAdditional information: 
Juvenile and crilllinal adult offenses against juveniles in Hontgomery County are heard in the District Court, and are included in this court 

profile. These cases are heard in the Circuit Court in the rest of the state. 

Source: Administ.rative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1977-78 (Annapolis, ~~ryland). Statistics are from the annual Teport except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

HARn.AND OIlFIIAN'S OOURT 
Court of Uwdted ju:!:isdiction 

22 counties, 66 judges 
July I, 1977 to 3une 3D, 1978 

There Ware no data available fo, cases handled in the Orphan's Court for fiscal year 1978. 

~\ 
, 

i\ 
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MASSACHUSETTS COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME JUDICIAL 
COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: , 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in civil 

and criminal matters. 
- Criminal appeals of death or life im

prisonment sentence. 

APPEALS COURT 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Criminal (except death or life im

prisonment), law, equity, and ad
ministrative appeals. 

--
SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
46 judges 

...... ____ Death or life -------1 Jurisdiction: 
- imprisonment _ Unlimited civil. Civil 

f 
DISTRICT COURT (69) 

155 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. 
- Felonies (sentence less than five 

years). Misdemeanors. 
- Juvenile if no juvenile court. 
- Civil appeals are heard by this court's 

appellate division. 

No jury trials in original cases. 
Court may have six-man jury trial 
on civil appeal of its own case. 

- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

BOSTON MUNICIPAL 
COURT 
10judges 
Jurisqiction: 
- General civil, landlord-tenant. 
- Felonies (fine less than $5,000, 

sentence less than 5 years). 
Misdemeanors. 

- Civil appeals are heard by this 
court's appellate division. 

Jury trials in criminal. 

JUVENILE COURT (4) 
4 full-time, 2 part-time judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Alljuvenile matters. , 

t 

HOUSING COURT (2) LAND COURT ~~~:e~TE COURT (14) 1," 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Matters (civil and criminal} relating 

to health, safety, or welfare of oc
cupant in place of human habitation. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Land registration and confirmation. 

\1 

Jurisdiction: .' 1/ ., I 

- Domestic relations, probate of wills, J 
administration of estates, guardian
ship, adoption. Equity jurisdiction in ",:i 
such cases, " " , 

] 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

MASSACHUSETTS SUPREHR JUDICIAL CXlURTi 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
Septeaber I, 1977 to August 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appea1s: 

Full court appealsj ......................................... . 
Single justice appealna ..................................... . 

Total appeals ...•.•............•.............................. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to nppea1 ......................................... . 

Total other cases .0 ••..•.•......••••........•••...••••....••... 

Total cases .............•....................................... 

Manner of disposition 

Full court appeals: 
Written opinions ................. 278 
Rescript opinions ................ 18 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

,N/A' 

N/A 

Boldface headings indica te the classifica tions used by the NCSP. 
N/ A R This case typP. is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Filed Disposed 

476 N/A 
N/A N/A 
~i ----wx 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

NTA N/A 

476 i N/A 

Disposition of full court appeals 

Dismissed ....................... 22 
Summary disposed ................ 142 
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End 
pendin'l 

N/A 
N/A 

NTA 

N/A 
N/A ----wx 

N/A 

Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court justices also sit (on a rotational basis) in "single justice sessions." No data were available on the 
number of cases handled in these single justice sessions. 

iOatf\ are not complete: 

Total cases filed figure only includes full court appeals filed. No informatio!1 was available on the volume of single justice appeals, 
original p~oceedings, or requests to appea1 cases for the time period. 

jData included in the category: 

Full court appeals included 161 direct entries, 80 direct appellate reViews, 211 cases filed sun sponte, and 24 cases granted further 
appellate review by the Supreme Judicial Court. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Supreme Judicial Court. Figures are from the unpublished data except that totals have when computed 
where necessary. 

MASSACHUSETTS APPEALS CXlURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

6 judges 
September I, 1977 to August 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appe.ils: 

Beginning 
pending 

Total appeals .............................................. :.. N/A 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests to appeal ............................................. .. 

Total other cases ............................... ~ .................... . 

Total cases ........................... .. '; .... ' ............................ . N/A 

Hanner 'of disposition 

Full opinions ...... , ...... , ........... 101 
Rescript opinions .................... 172 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. .", 
N/A - Thia case type is hand~ed by the court. but the data are ulla;roUable. 

Source: Unpubli~hed data suppli~~ by the Supreme Judicial Court. 

Filed Disposed 

1,050 1,020 

Disposition of appeal~J 

Summarily disposed without hearing • ',..... 118 
Dismissals/appeals withdrawn/remands ••••• 338 
Transferred to the Supreme 

Judicial Court ......................... 291 

End 
Pending 

N/A 
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MASSACHUSETrS SUPERIOR COURT 
Court of general :;urisdictioD 

14 courts, 46 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Civild : 
Other civil: 

Jury cases .......................................................... . 
Non-jury cases ................................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil 

Cdirlnald: 

Total criminal 

Grand total .................................................... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

42,443f 
42,645f 

85,088f 

85,088f 

4Q,810f 

l25,898f 

N/A = This case type is handled by r.he court but the data are \\navailable. 

dCase definition or wrlt of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The crimina~ case -unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted. when the jury is sworn. 

Filed 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/Il. 

N/A 

N/A 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice, Annual Report--The Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court, 1978 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1978). Statistics are ,from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

MASSAC8USETrS l'ROBATE COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

14 courts, 27 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Civild : 
Domestic relations: 

Beginning 
pending 

Harriage dissolution: 
Divorce .: ................... ".............................. ii/A 
Desertions and living apart ................ ,............... N/A 
Irrevoca!Jle breakdown 208§§lA and 1B ....................... N/A 

Total....................................................... N/A 
Support/custody: 

Separate support and maintenance ....... ,..................... N/ A 
Custody of minors ........................................ ,. N/A 

Total ................................... ;................... N/ A 
Adoptions .................................................... N/ A 
Other dOllestic relations: 

Contempt petitions.......................................... N/A 
Total......................................................... N/A 

Estate: 
PrObate/wills/intestate: 

Wills ...................................................... N/A 
Admini stra tions ......................... o'.................. N/ A 

Total....................................................... N/A 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianships (minor and mentally ill) ••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Trustl'eships ............................................... N(-A, 
Accounts and distributions ................................. Nt:.\. 

Total ...... '................................................. N/A 
Other estate: 

Partitions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ," ••• 
Real estate sales •••••••• ~' •••••••• "' •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

., Equitable relief ......................................... .. 
Total ... ,' ................................................. .. 

Total ...................................................... ' .. .. 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Grand total ...................................................... . 

lloldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.-lYA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A = This case type. is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase de£initi'~n or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

25,465 
81 

5,850 
31,396 

4,238 
282 

4,520 
2,557 

6,734 
45,207 

13,550 
10,711 
24,261 

2,707 
960 

22,062 
25,729 

243 
3,303 
1,354 
4,900 

54,890 

100,097 

100,097 

Disposed 

N/A 
NJA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.-lYA 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice, Annual Report--Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court, 1978 (lloaton, 
Jo'lllsaachusetts: 1978). Statistics are from the annual report ex~,ept that: totals have been computed where necesaary. 

End 
pending 

41,869 
45,987 
07,856 

87,856 

35,468 

12.3,324 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

II 

N/il. 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

I' 

, 

cr 

\/ 
, 

YJASSACHUSETrS DISTRICT COURT 
Court of liirlted jurisdiction 

69 divisions, 155 justices 
July 1, 1977 to June 30. 1978 

Ssal.l c18i11s 
Other c:ivi1: 

.................................................... 
Civil business ............................................... 

Total civil ...................................................... 
Criainald : 

Hisdeaeanor: 

Criminal complaints (except motor vehicle)j •••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeals to Jury Sessions ................................... .. 

Total criminal .................................................. 
Traffic: 

DWl/DUI ....................................................... . 
Parting .................................. .. 
Other traffic violation ................... . ........................................ 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Juveni.1e: 

Criainal-type offense: 
Complaints ................. . 

S£atus offense:' ............................... .. 

Child in need of services 
.~offeD8e: •••••••• '" ............. " ••••••••••• 

Care and protection ......................................... . 

Total juvenile .................................................. 
Grand total ...................................................... 
ll,ldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

104,483 

~ 

170,054 

181,839j 

18,995 

200,834j 

(j) 
N/A 

549,843i j 

549,8431 j 

37,371 

1,369 

~ 

39,704 

960,435i 

N A- This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable, 
(\C~~e definition or unit of count: or not in a useable forn. 

~h~i~!~miCQS~ is countied with the filing of a petition or canplaint. 
iD' t na case un t of count is the number of canplaints a a are not complete: • 
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Disposed End 
pendill8; 

69,600 N/A 

39,077 N/A 

108,677 N/A 

NIt... N/A 
" . .,:;.;:<' 

~ --1JlA 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
~ N/A 

N/A N/A 

30,208 N/A 

2,271 N/A 

~ N/A 

33,013 N/A 

141,690i 
N/A 

Total traffic filed flgure does not include DWl/DUI ki 
Grand total filed figure does not include parking c;s:~ ng, or opersting so as to endanger cases as reported in the 1977 Annual Report. 
Grand total disposed figure doos not include iai -

jExplanation of data included in th'~ category: cr nal or traffic data. 
Criminal complaints include Some felo A 
Total criainal and misdeJIeSDor filed :s~:s~:~lude m~~i~~u5-y:ar sentence may be given in these felony cases. 

an operating so as to endanger cases 1n the at.her 
S Chi traffk violatioD category. ,0 
ource: ef Administrative JUGtice, Annual Re ort--Th 

Massachusetts: 1978). Statistics are f th" Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court, 1978 (Boston, 
rom e annua report except ,~that totals have been canputed where necessary. 

\\ 



~ ~~.~~~~¥~,~+~¥--~------~~~------------------------------------------------

I 
262 

MASSACHIISE1.'TS lAND mURT 
Court of ~ted jurisdiction 

1 court 
July I, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

Civild: 
Real property rights: 

Land registration and land confirmation •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Subsequent petitions of land registration •••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax liens •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Equity and miscellaneous ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Gr~p-! tot.a,l ...................................................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

1,541 
72 

3,338 
7,616 

lZ,567 

12,567 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
kAdditional information: 

287k 
1,838 
1,551 
4,889 

~ 

8,565 

8,565 

Disposed 

337k 
1,858 
1,090 
4,462 

..2L!.!!2. 
7,747 

7,747k 

End 
pending 

1,491 
52 

3,799 
8,043 

13,385 

13,385 

13,385 

"''here were 27 larA confirmations filed and 33 disposed. The remainder of the land registratioll and land confirmation cases were land 
registrations. 

!luring the court year, 272 decree plans were made and 544 subdivisions were handled by the court in addit.ioll to the data reported on this 
profile. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice. ,_"nual Report--The Office of the Chief Adm.\nistrative Justice of the Trial Court, 1979 (Bostoc, 
Massachusetts: 1979). Statist:'!s are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary., and correct.ions 
were made during the data veri f l.cation process. 

MASSACHUSETTS JUVENILE mORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

4 courtsb , 4 full-tillle and 2 part-tine 
July I, 1~77 to June 3D, 1978 

Criainald : 
Hf.sdemeanor: 

Adult •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Juveniled : 
Criainal-type offense: 

Juvenile crim.inal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Delinquent ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appellate-delinquency •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '\ 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Status offenses: 

Child in need of services •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appellate-child in need of services ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Hon-offense: 
" Chllilren in need of care and protection •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appellate-care and protection .............................. . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Total juvenile 

Grand to talk 

Boldface headings indicate '~i:he classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

~/~ 
\ . 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A = l'his case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bparticular court or reporting system informa,ion: 

judges 

Filed 

__ 2,! 

28 

82 
11,505 

150 
11,737 

1,298 
2 

1,300 

348k 
20 

~ 

13,405 

13,433 

D1s.posed 

_ N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The four courts are located in Boston, Bristol, Springfield, and Worcester. The appel.late division is located In Boston. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

The criminal and juvenile case unit of count is the number of complaints. 
kAdditionsl information: 

C· 

In the course of conducting tlte business of the court, 52,122 judicial determinations were made. 
The 3~8 complaints for children in needf care and protection represent 612 children. 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice, Ann/Jal Report-The Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court, 1978 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1978). Stat'!s,,, are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

/1 
d 

(( 
I. 

End 
pending 

,.CA 
!\,~ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

1 
I 

MASSACHUSETTS nOUSING COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courtsb • 2 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

Civild : v 

Small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real propert" rights: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Summary process ............................................... . 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil 

Hisde.eanor: 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Criminal..... ••••••••••••• •• •••••••••••••••••••• ............. N/A 

Total criminal .................................................. N/ A 

Grand total...................................................... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCS) • 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bparticular court at' reporting system information: 
The two courts are in Bas tGn and Hampden Coun ty. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

Filed Disposed 

4,222 N/A 

2,273 N/A 
9,906 N/A 

12,179 N/A 

16,401 N/A 

8,139 N/A 

8,139 N/A 

24,540 N/A 

Source: Chief Administrative Justice, Annual Report--The Office of the Chief Administrative Justice of the Trial Court, 1979 
Massachusetts: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

" " 

BOSTON MIJNICIPAt mURT, MASSACllUSETTS 
Cour.t of limited jUrisdiction 

1 court, 10 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

No data are available for cases handled in the Boston Municipal 'Court in 1978. 
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End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

(Boston, 
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COURT OF CLAIMS 
1 circuit judge serves 
Jurisdiction: 

MICHIGAN COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

it 
SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Considers applications for leave to 

appeal, mainly from decisions of the 
Court of Appeals, and grants appeals 
as a matter of discretion. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
(3PANE~S) 
18 judges J 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a matter of right from Cir

cuit Court and Recorder's Court of 
Detroit. 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (48) 
138 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

RECORDER'S COURT OF 
DETROIT 

- Jurisdiction over claims and demands 
against State over $100 except where 
Circuit Court has jurisdiction. 

-Exclusive domestic relations, equity, 
and general civil over $10,000. 

-Exclusive felony jurisdiction except 
where there are special criminal 
courts. 

23 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- AI.I criminal within Detroit. Felony, 

misdemeanor, municipal ordinance 
violations and traffic. No jury trials. 

Appeals de novo or on f1!cord. Jury trials. 
Jury trials. 

t t t t 
DISTRICT COURT PROBATE COURT COMMON PLEAS MUNICIPAL COURT (82) (83) COURT OF DETROIT (19) 
198 judges 109 judges 13 judges 36 judges Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive civil litigation under -Exclusive jurisdiction over 

Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive civil actions under -Civil, landlord and tenant $10,000 excluding equity. cases pertaining to wills, $5,000 in Detroit. Civil 

Small claims under $300. under $1,500. Some courts 
-Misdemea(hofs, ordinance 

estates, and other related actions under $10,000. Small handle small claims. matters. claims under $300. Landlord -Misdemeanors, traffic and violations with sentence less -Exclusive delinquency, and lenant. 
than 1 year, felony ordinance violations with dependency, and neglect -Crimina'l arraignments in fines less than $500 and preliminaries. iurisdiction. Wayne Couoty. sentence less than 3 months. 

Jury trials. Jury trials in juvenile. Jury trials. Jury trials. 

o 

t "Indicates route of appeal. 

J 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

MICHIGAN SUPREHI.I COURT 
Court. of last resort 

7 justices 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Canes: 
Appeals ....................................................... . 

Total appeals .................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: ......................................... . 
Requests to ap~eal: 

~pplications ................................................ . 
Total other cases ...................•..............•............ 

Total cases ...................................................... . 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion ................ 96 
Order without opinion •••••••••• 130 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

X -y 

X 

JC 
---X 

Filed Disposed 

X(92)e X 
X(92)e --X 

X X 

X 1,230(92 2e 
X X 

1,&36(92)e 1,487(92)e 

Disposition of cases 

Dismissed or withdrawn ••••••••• 31 
Cases granted .................. 92 
Denial of leave to appeal 11..... 1,230 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 
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End 
pending 

X 
-X 

X 

850 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Requests to appeal granted are not counted as disposed unttl the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the appeal. These granted 

requests to appeal at'~ the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
fBeginni"ng pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1976 court year: 

This reflects the change from the calendar to the fiscal rear for reporting data. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1978-79 (LanSing, . Michigan: 1979). Statistics are frJ.~ the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

/ 

MICHIGAN COURT OF APPEALS 
Intermediate .sppellate- court 

3 panels, 18 judges 
January 1, 1977 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Claim of appeal ............................................ .. 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Odginal proceedings: ....................................... . 
Requests to appeal: ..... 0 ••••• <0 •••• 0 ........... '" ••••••• 0 •••• 

Total other cases ....•. 0 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••• !-' ••• '" ••••••••••••• 

Total cases •.•....•...•.•. 0 ••••••••••••• "' •• 111'0 ••••••••••• -..... 0 ••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
!f1A 

. 'ilIA 
N/A 

'N7A 

N/A 

Mamler of disposition 

Filed 

3,703 
3,7~3 

X 
X 

1,"ffi' 

':;,248 

Written opinion .................... 2,550m 
Order .............................. 2,387 

Disposed End 
pending 

(J 
X N/A 

--X N/A 

X N/A 
X N/A 

--X 'N7A 

4,937 N/A 

---------------,~~~:~~-~~~-~-... -~----------------------------------------.------------------------------------
Boldface headings indi~ate ,the classificatid'ns use<l by the NCSP. 
NI A - This case type is handled by the court but the data are lll,available. .c:. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included ',in the tot~i, but were not available by category. 

mCategories for disposition typ.e or trial data: 
The number of w1'.l,tten opinions includes per curiam and memorandum opinions. 

Source: State Co'~rt Adminlstrat.;'r, Annual Report 1978-79 (Lansing, Nichigan: 1979). Report contains calerdar year data for Cou;rt of Appeals. 
Statistics are fr~m the annuIIl report el\cept that totals have been co'nputed where naceasary. 

o 
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MICBIGMI CIRCUIt mORTi 
Court of ~neral jurisdiction 

48 circuits, 138 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

.. 

BeginnFni" End Filed Disposed 
____ ~------------------------------------------------------------~p~e~n~d=in=g2-------__________ . __________________________________ ~p~e~~~~~ 

Civild : 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negligance •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Praduct liability tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
nc.esUc relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce ................................................................................................. .. 

Support! custody: 
URESA/ support •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other doaestic relations: 
Paternity •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
APpeal: 

Appeal of adnnistrative agency esse: 
Labor relations ............................................ . 

APpeal of trial court case: 
Appeal from District court ............... : ............... .. 

Total ........................................ ; .............. . 
Other civil: 

Other general civil ........................................ .. 

Total civil 

Criainald : 
Felony: 

Criminalj ................................................... . 
Appeal: 

Appeal from District Court ................................. .. 

Total criainal ................................................. . 

Grand total 

Trialdi 

~ Non- Total 
jury 

Civil: 
Tort .............. ~ .................. 314 98 412 
Dcw!stic relations ... 66 2,156 2,222 
Appeal ............... 0 14 14 
Other civil .......... 195 685 880 

Total ................. 575 ,<,953 3,528 
CriB1.nsl: 

Felony ............... 1,255 263 1,518 
Appeal ............... 1 6 7 

Total ................. 1,256 269 1,525 
Grand Total ............. 1,831 3,222 5,053 

5,253fi 
350i 

l,975i 
7,578i 

25,741fi 

2,9331 

2,477i 
31,151i 

94i 

415i 
5091 

12,711fi 

51,949fi 

7,927fi 

271fi 

8,198fi 

60,147fi 

4,187i 
289i 

2,182i 
6,6581 

64,196i 

18,154i 

7,982i 
90,332i 

106i 

560i 
666i 

17 ,3831 

115,03'91 

17,3841: 

~1 

17,7441 

198,943i 

4,184i 
231i 

2,0541 

6,4691 

62,279i 

18,0741 

7,798i 
88,151i 

17,539i 

112,679i 

18,817i 

........,E2i 

19,094i 

Criminal disposi tionsi 

Guilty pleas .................. . 
Dismissals ................... , •• 
Remands to lotJer court ................ . 
No progress .................. .. 
Bench warrant ........ "." ...................... .. 
Other judicial dispositions •••• 
Non-service .................... I ................ .. 

Felony 
9,027 
2,976 

945 
o 

'870 
3,367 

114 

~ 
5 

92 
99 

1 
o 

73 
o 

Total 
9,032 
3,068 
1,044 

1 
870 

3,440 
114 

Civil dispositionsi 
Prod""t 

Auto liability OCher Harriage 
tort tort tort dissolution 

Dismissals ...... ,. ...................... ~ ............ 1,844 91 849' 
Remands to lower court ........... 61 ·8 42 
No progress .. ~" ...................................... 144 6 127 
Bench warrant r~~ .................................. 0 0 0 
Other judicial l'.1spositions ••••• 782 38 389 
Non-service ...................... l,On n 534 

Time intervali (average montlls) 

Eiling issue to trial 
.Jury Non-jury 

Civil: 
Auto tort .............................. 31.9 
Product: liability t:ort ............... .... ,.,Z3.6 
Other tori: ............................. "''30.4 
Harriage dissolution (hearings) •••••••• 
Support! cuat:ody •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other doaest.1c relations ............... ~o.8 
Appea1 of adlII1.nistrative agen.cy case •• , 
Other civil....... ........... .......... 30.0 
Criainal ............................... 8.5 

21.8 
28.5 
27.1 
12.5 
3.3 

18.5 
.. 0.9 

14.6 
8.5, 

5,451 
170 

3,615 
558 

38,880 
11,600 

Other Tdal 
St.pport! d»aestic Agcv",y court Oth"r 
custody relations appeal .• appeal. civil Total 

4,035 1,434 36 145 4,302 '18,187 
13 0 1 75 150 520 

527 170 20 27 1,200 5,837 
249 149 0 0 15 971 

9,759 3;929 20 150 7,163 61,llJl 
3,463 1,926 32 0 3.829 22,526 

Age of pending cssesi (6/30/78) 

Gases pending IOOre than two years: 
Civil: ' 

Tort .......................... . 
Il<aestic relations ........... .. 
ApP"al .................... , ..... . 
Other civil .. , ......... , ..... .. 

Total .................................. , .............. .. 
Criainal: 

Felony ................. ' ..... .. 
Appeal ...................... .. 

Total •••••• , •••••••••• :' •••• , ••••• 
Grand total ..................... . 

1,19.9 
l,bol 

,"0 
2,121 
4,371 

o 
o 
o 

4,371 

5,256i 
408i 

2,103i 
7,7671 

12,555i 

54,309i 

6,494 i 

~i 

6,848i 

(contill.ied on next page) 
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Michigan Circuit Court (continued) 

Boldface headIngs indicat" t,he "lassifications u~ed by the NCSP. 
\-- a Not applicabie. ,- .' -

dCase definition or unit of court: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case 'mit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is co'i:.nted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figurE> for 'the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year. 
No data from seven counties noted bel"" were available for inclusi.on in the pending figures. Figures are as given in the annual report. 

SChang" in pending does not eq\!al the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Data from six counties 'noted below are include in the filing and disposition total figures, but are not included in the pending totals, 

causing the imbalance. 
iData are not complete: 

Only grand total filed and disposed figures were available for the following counties: Clinton, Hillsdale, l.ivingston, Oakland, Osceola, 
and Wayne. These counties reported 66,160 cases filed and 65,256 cases disposed. There were no data available for Jackson County. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Criminal includes some high misdemeanors that are punishable by more than 1 year in prison. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1977-78 (Lansing, Michigan: 1978). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
hav~ been computed where necessary. 

Civild : 
Appeal: 

Administrative: 

MICBIGAii <XIUI.T OF CLAIKSa 
Court of ~neral jurisdiction 

1 circuit judge serves 
July I, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

.Beginning 
pending 

Cases •••. '1 ....................................................................... .. 474 
363 Appealsj ................................................. .. 

Total, ............. ;. .............................................................................. . ~ 

Total civil .................................................... . 837 

Grand total 837 

Civil dispositions 
Cases: 

Settled 
Consent judgment .. "'- ~ .... '1 ., .......... ". 

Dismissed on motion ................... . 
Dismissed <>n stipulation ...... .. 
Judgment for plaintiff •••••••••• 
Judgment for defendant •••••••••• 
Discontinued ................................ . 
Dismissed by court ..................... .. 
Cancel-duplicate ••••••••••••••• 
Withdrawn ...................... . 

Appeals: 
Allowed ....................... ;'. 
Denied ........................ .. 
Withdrawn ........ !.:," ....... , .. .. 

!) Dismissed .............. ~'':f ....... ,. '" ~ ..... .. 
Returned to VVEBS ............... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classif.icat:l.ons used by the NCSP. 

aCllurt jurisdiction: 

6 
162 

68 
63, 
15 
14 
12 
o 
o 
6 

123 
117 

o 
1 
3 

Filed 

465k 
30 

-.ill. 
495 

495 

Data for this court are included with the general jurisdiction courts since circuit judges 
jurisdiction of the Court of Claims will be assigned to the 30th Judicial Circuit. 

dCase deUnitinn or IUlit of co'(,nt: 

serve. 

A civil case is counted with tbe filing of a petition or complaint. 
jExplanation of data inciuaed in the category: 

Apl'ellls are appeals under the Vietnam Era Bonus Section AC.t. 
kAdd1tional inf ormation: " 

Cases filed includes 8 cases remanded f,?om appellate courts. 

Disposed End 
pending 

348 591 
244 149 

~ 740 

592 740 

592 740 

Effective January I, 1979, the 

Sou~.ce: State Court AdminiStrator".Annual Report 1977-78 (Lansing, Michigan: 
hsve been cO!Dl'uted where necessary, and corrections were made by the 

, ,. / 
1978). Statistic!';,;i're from the annu.u 

office of the st~,~e court administrator 
report except that totals 
during data 'O(erification. 

BECORDU'S <XIlJi.T OF IETROIT, KICBlCAN 
Court« g.,n.l'l:aJ, jurbdictlon, i' 

1 court, 23 judseB 
January I, 1.9~i!l to Dec~r 31, ,,1978 

There were no"data .available for· cases handllrd in the Recorder's Court of Detroit for the 1978 court year. 

'/ 
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HICBIGAII DISTRICT CDUR'Ii 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

82 courts, 198 judges 
July 1,1977 to June 30, 1978 

Civild: 
La .. ,: , 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Small cla:iDs .................................................. . 
Real property rights: 

Summary proceedings ......................................... . 

Total civil 

Crt.inal. d: 
Ordinance violation: 

Ordinance-nontraffic 
Other criodna1: 

State of.f:.ense-nontraffic .................... ;' ............................................... .. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

State and ordinance parking ................................. . 
Other traffic violation: 

State offense--traffic ...................................... . 
Ordinance-traffic .................. I" ................................................................ .. 

Total ......................................................... . 

Total traffic ..................... -: ............................ . 

Grand total 

Trialdi 

Civi.l.: 
Law ..................... .. 
Small claims ............. . 
Real property rights •••••• 

Total .. , .................. . 
Crt.inal.: 

Ordinance violation .......... " .. 
Other criainal ........... . 

Total .................... .. 
Traffic: 

Parking ................. .. 
Other traffic violation ••• 

Total ..................... . 
Grand Total ................ .. 

541 
7 

94 
642 

364 
1,092 
1,456 

6 
1,688 
1,694 
3,792 

Traffic dispositionsi 

Guilty pleas ................. . 
Dismissals .. " ................................... .. 
Preliminary exam waived ............ .. 
Preliminary exam conducted ...... .. 
Bench warrants .............................. .. 
Other judicial dispositi,ms .. . 
Magistrate ................... . 
Traffic Bureau .............................. .. 
Non-service 
No progress 

Parking 
23.247 
19.198 

3.378 
7,894 

10,459 
173,132 

66,842 

4,690 
8,856 

11,237 
24,783 

6,861 
5,105 

11,966 

930 
29,057 
29,987 
66,736 

Other 
traffic 

violation 
171,164 

, 29,057 
356 
277 

23,031 
24,968 

235,249 
5'44,739 
117,690 

135 

Total 

5.231 
8.863 

11,331 
25,425 

7,225 
6.197 

13,422 

936 
30,745 
31,681 
70,528 

Total 
'194.411 

48,255 
," 356 

277 
26.409 
32.862 

245,708 
717,871 
184,532 

135 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- = Not applicable. 

dCa~e definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pendingi 

25,213fi 
4,521fi 

~fi 

33,250fi 

14,9771 

18,095i 

33,072£1 

33,338i 

45,292i 
66,952i 

11Z,2441, 

145,582fi 

211.904i 

Filed 

129,259i 
57,146i 

59,354i 

245,759i 

82,249i 

164,508i 

246,757i 

320,730i 

572 ,6.~4i 
636,575i 

1, 209, 229i 

l,529,959i 

2,238.822 

Disposed 

131,757i 
55,976i 

58,584i 

246,3l7i 

, 83,619i 

165,664i 

249,283i 

305,086i 

566.9501 

643,011i 
l,209,961i 

l,515,047i 

2,239,093 

Civil dispositionsi 

Dismissals 
Bench warrants ...... o. ............... .. 

No progress ...... ~ .......................... .. 
Other judicial dispositions •• 
Non-service .................................. .. 

15,872 
257 

6,630 
52,683 
51,084 

S ... 11 
claills 

9,342 
106 

2.102 
18,080 
17,483 

Criminal dispositionsi 

.', 
>",) 

Real 
property 
rights 

10.276 
3 

1,649 
21,923 
13,402 

Ordinance 
violation 

Other 
criminal 

Guil ty pleas ............... ", ... 
Dismissals ............ ", ...... .. 
Magistrate ..................... . 
Traffic bureau ................. . 
Bench warrants ' ................................. .. 
Prel:tminary exe.m waived ••••• " ••• 
Preliminary exam conducted ••••• " 
Other judicial dispositions ••••• 

27.984 
13.278 
4,100 
7,267 
5,160 

44,894 
19,466 
27.381 

6,702 
5,255 
8,441 

','I 9,744 
I 9,057 

Non-service ••• '~ ......... " ........ . 
6,207 

.. 12,398 ", 28.527 

Age of pending casesi 

Civil cases P!'nding over ooe yellr: 
Law ........................... . 
SlI3l.l claim" .................. . 
Real ,property rights ••••••••••• 

3,187 
533 
246 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on "the information, indict.ment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is '~worn. 

': A non-jury trial is counted when the fi~st witn.ess is sworn. 
fBeginning pending figure for 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 cOllrt; ,year. 

End 
pending 

22,733i 

5,691i 

4, 268i 

32,692i 

13,607i 

16,939i 

30.546i 

48,982i 

35,490 
366 

10.381 
92,686 
81,969 

72,878 
32.744 
31.481 
13.969 
10,415 

~:{~~ 
15,264 
40,925 

Pending figures do !lot include data from nin!, jurisdictions noted below. All figures are as given'in t,he annual re,port. 
gChang" in pending does not e9.ua1 the diff.,.,LlFc'i/ between fil1.ngs and dt~positions: 

Filing and disposition tocals i,nclude dt:' •. a from nine jurisdictions"noted below not included in the pending totals. Figures ar~ as given in 
the annua1 report-. 

i Data are not complete: 
Only grand total filed and disposed figures were given ,for the courts in Ann Arbor, Birmingham. Lapeer County, Kalamazoo, Livonia, Muskegon, 

County, St. Joseph's County, South Haven. and Southfi.eld. These juri~Jictions reported a total of 21.6,347 filings and 228,446 
dispositions, "included in the grand totals reported. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1977-78 (Lansing, Michigan: 
have been compute~ where necessary. 

1978). Sts,tistics are from the annual ~eport except that totals 

KICBIGAII IlUNICIPAL mUllT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

19 courts, 36 judges 
July I, 1977 tO"June 30, 1978 

Civild : 
La.: 

s~itl~;~:' :::::::::::: :: ::: ::::: : ::: ::: :::: ::::: :: : ::: : : :: :: : 
Real property rights: 

Summary, proceedings ....... ",' ............................... . 

Total civil ......... ' ........ " .................... " ~:: .. " .. " ..... " .... " 
Cdaf.nal d: 

Ordinance 'Violation: 
Ordinance-No'h-traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ol:her Criainal.: 
State Offense--non-traffic .................................. . 

Total criminal ................................................... 
Traffic; 

Paxki"8: 
State and ordinance parking ................................ .. 

Ol:her t.raffic violat:ion: 
State offense-traffic ............... , ....................... .. 
Ordinan~e--traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ......................................................... . 

Total traffic ................................................... 
Grand tot'll ...................................................... 

Triald 

Beginning 
pending 

952f 
9f 

~f 

l,066r 

4,096 

3.776 

213 
9,754 
9,967 

13,743f 

19,501f 

Filed 

4,764 
242 

4,580 

9,586 

17 ,006 

~ 

20,903 

35,104 

2,070 
119,559 
121.629 

156,733 

187,222 

Disposed 

4,883 
189 

4,460 

9,532 

17 ,096 

~ 

20,876 

33,415 

i,753 
114,795 
116,548, 

149.963 

180,371 

Criminal dispositions 

Ordinance Other 

269 

End 
pending 

833 
62 

4,006 

4.719 

5,465 

530 
14,518 
15,048 

20,513 

26,352 

Civil: violation, ~, ~ 
Law ........................ . 
S...u. claills ............... . 
Real property rights •••••••• 

Total ...................... .. 
Crillinal. : 

Ordinance 'Violation ••••••••• 
Other cr1af.nal ............ .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Traffic: 

Parldng .... ::: ............. .. 
'Ol:her, traffi~ violat:ion ••••• 

Total' ...................... .. 
,Grand Total ••••••••••••••••• : •• 

6 
o 
4 

10 

168 
23 

191 

39 
143 
182 
383 

739 
47 

889 
1,675 

1,609 
108 

1,717 

142 
6,694 
6,836 

10,228 

745 
47 

893 
1.685 

1,777 
131 

1,908 

181 
6,837 
7,018 

10,611 

Guilty pleas .................. . 
Dismissals ................... .. 
Bench warrants ." •••••• " •••• " ••• 
Preliminary exam waived •••••••• 
Preliminary exam conducted ••••• 
No progress "" ••• " •••• "" ••••• " •• 
Other judicial dispositions •••• 
Traffic bureau ................ . 
Magistrate ................... .. 
Non-service " •••••• "" ••• " •••••• " 

492 
490 
208 
888 
993 

o 
183 

18 
o 

377 

Civil dispositions 
Traffie: dispositions 

Ileal 
SlI3l.l property 

Lav ~ rights Total 

Dismissals •••••••••• 
Bench warrants •••••• 
No progress ." ••••••• 0 

Other judicial 
dispositions •••••• 

Non-service . " " 
Magistrates 

856., 
14 

238 

1,907 
1,079 

44 

50 
o 
o 

66 
26 
o 

Age ~f pending cases 

693 
1: 

172 

2,268 
424 

9 

1,599 
15 

410 

4,241 
1,529 

53 

Civil cases pending over one year: 
La ........................................... 46 
SII&ll. claba ................................. 0 
Ileal property rights ......................... 1 

Boldface headings indicate the Classifications used by the NCSP'. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Guilty pleas ................ . 
Dismissals' ................. .. 
Prdiminary exam waived •••••• 
Preliminary exam conducted '" 
Bench warrantS', ••••• "" •••••• ". 
No progress • ~ • " • " ••••••• " • " •• 
Other judicial dispositions " 
Magistrate .................. . 
Traffic. bureau ............. .. 
Non-service •••• "" ••••• " •••••• 

2,672 
3,,235 

,9 
o 

2,021 
o 

641 
o 

21,616 
24,665 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or .complaint. 
The c:riminal case unit of count i8 the'number of defendants on the, information indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial .is counted when the jury is sworn. "" 

f" A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
Beginning pending figure for 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year. 

Figures are IlS given in the annual rel'0rt. 

6,386 
3,325 
1,101 

o 
o 
o 

1,293 
1,531 

o 
1,673 

Other 
traffic 

violation 

21.58; 
5,489 

18 
17 

3,720 
o 

1,,974 
o 

69,268 
8,638 

6,878 
3,815 
1,309 

888 
993 

o 
1,476 
1,549 

o 
2,050 

24,259 
8,724 

18 
17 

5.741 
o 

2,615 
o 

90,884 
33,303 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1977-78 (L~nsing. Michigan: 
have b,een c:omp~ted where nec~s8ary. 1978):' Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 

,] 

1\ 
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HICHIGAN PROBArE COURTi 
Court of lilrlted jurisdiction 

83 courts, 109.·, judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

CivUd : 
Real property rights: 

Condemnation .................. ~' ...................... " .................................................... .. 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Marriages " ................................................................................................. .. 

Other dOll.estic relations: 
Paternity •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate ........................................................................... , .................................... .. 
lIental health: 

Mental illness ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental handicapped/retarded •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil: 

Name change ...................... !" .......................................................................... .. 

!-liscellaneous ............................................................................................. .. 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Juvenile: 
·Crimina1-type offense: 

Part 1 offenses .......................................................................................... .. 
Part II 0 ffenses ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Status of£enre .......................................................... :' .............. . 
Non-offense: 

Neglect •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile: 

Other ••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,' ••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

Oi 

Oi 
Oi 

N/Ai 

l,091 i 
391i 

1,482i 

42i 
225i 
~i 

l,768i 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

l,768i 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a l'etition or complaint. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

hFigure was computed: 

Filed 

546i 

5,678i 
6,224i 

N/Ai 

4,183i 
674i 

4,857i 

l,407i 
5,527 i 
6,934i 

18,040i 

8,097i j 
4,550i j 

12,647i j 
4,20li j 

3,824i j 

..],743i j 

24,415i j 

Disposed 

26i 

539i 

4,325i 
4,864i 

N/Ai 

4,207hi 
757hi 

4,964hi 

l,390i 
2,%Oi 
4,3501. 

l4,204i 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

l4,204i 

End 
pending 

15gi 

Ogi 

lSi 
Igi 

N/A 

l,0678i 
308gi 

1,375gi 

48gi 
81gi 

129gi 

l,520gi 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

l,520i 

Disposition data for mental health cases were computed from pending and filing data given in the annual report. Although the annlial report 
says no· mental health cases were completely disposed of, these computed figures may be 'interpreted as the number of cases which went fi·om 
an active ';to an inac'tive status du::ing the year. i \ 

iData are not complete: li,1 
Data reported do not include any estate cases. 
Grand total pending and disposed figares do. not contain any estate or juvenile data. 
Incomplete data were available from the courts located ,in Charlevoix, Gerlesse. Luce, Marquette, Waynejl and Wexford.. Data from all other 

locations were complete. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Juvenile cases classed as "not coded" were not included in the above counts of filings sincl! they represent cases in which petitions were 
accepted, but. were not adjudicated. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1977-78 (Lansing, Michigan: 1978). Statistics are from the annual report except tBat totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

o 

COII!IIN PLEAS COURT OF DETROIT, HICHI~ 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 13 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Beginning 
Filed pending 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Civil 
S .... ll cu:r.;,,;·:: :.::::::::::::':::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Real property rights: 

0 2,045 
229 37,759 

Summary proceedings .................................................... .. ~ 126,840 

Total civil ................................................. ~ ..... ! .............. .. 7,374f 168,644 

Criainal d: 
Ordinance violation: 

Non-traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. ~ 6,916 89,036 

Total criminal ................................................ , 6,916 89,036 

Grand total .................................................................. ,4o •••• "4o ... . 14,290f 257,680 

Triald 
Civil disposition~ 

Disposed End 
pending 

1,618 427 
36,131 1,857 

118,208 17,777 

155,957 20,061 

80,459 15,493 

80,459 15,493 

236,416 35,554 

Real 

Jury Non-jury ~ 
Small 
claims 
7,731 
4,198 

property 

Civil: 
Law •••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••• 
Small claims •••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights •••••••••••• 

Total .~ ... ........................ . 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand Total •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

0 
66 

321 

387 
255 
642 

201 
5,539 
6,871 

12,611 
1,131 

13,742 

201 
5,605 
7,192 , 

12,998 
1,386 

14,384 

Dismissal •••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-service .................. . 

Crilrlnal dispositions 

Law 
m 
543 

D.ismissa1 
Ordinance violation 

4,488 
Non-service .................. .. 31,438 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. _ 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available QY category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Law and small claims cases are handled by t":. Civil Divi;ion. 
Real property rights cases are handled by the Landlord-tenant Division. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

f A non-jury trial i. counted when the first witness is sworn. 
Beginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figure~, are as g+ven in the "annual report. 

rights ~ 
12,398 20,308 
36,179 .. · 50,920 

Source: State Court Administrator, Annual Report 1977-78 (Lansing, Hichigan: 1978). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 
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MINNESOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

COUNTY MUNICIPAL 
COURT (2) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- In Ramsey and Hennepin,counties. 
- Civil actions under $6,000; forcible 

entry and unlawful detainer. 
- Misdemeanor, ordinance viola tions, 

preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 

DISTRICT COURT (10) 
70 judges and 2 juvenile judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. Administration of trust 

estates. Dissolution, annulment, 
separate maintenance. Reciprocal 
Support Act. Adoption, change of 
name. Quiet title, real estate mortgage 
foreclosures. ,. 

- Original criminal. 
- Juvenile in Second and Fourth 
Districts. 
- Special proceedings not elf,c1usively., 

cognizable by some other court or 
tribunal. 

Appeals de novo and on record. 

Jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT (67) 
106judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction in adminis

tration of estates, guardianship, and 
incompetency. Civil actions under 
$5,000. Conciliation juriscjiction to 
$1,000. Administration of trust 
estates. Dissolution, annulment, 
separate maintenance. Reciprocal 

"Support Act. Adoption, change of 
name. Quiet title, real estate mortgage 
foreclosures. 

- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 
preliminary hearings. 

- Exclusive juvenile. 
Appeal~ de novo. 

PROBATE COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- In Hennepin and Ramsey counties. 
- Administration of estates, 

guardianship, incompetency. 

Jury trials. 

+ Ramsey and 
Hennepin counties. 

i . 
c::ONCILIA TION COURT (2) 
municipal judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases at law under $1,000, not 

including title to real estate. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

,. 

o 

I 
i) 

, j 
j 

II. 

] 

II 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Ii 
'\ q ~lrt5 of 
I,fll ited . 

jurisdiction' 

IIINlIESOTA SUPREHE OOURT 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
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Jaoua~ I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
A!i'peals: 

Ciril. ...................................................... .. 
Criainal. .................................................... . 
Appeal of ~n1strative agency caRe: 

Worker's compensation ••• , ••••••••••••• , •• , ••••••••••••••••• 
Tax court -•••••••••••••••••••••••• :,;...... • ••••••••••••••••• 
Economic security •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••• I ••••••••••••••••• (II •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

.Other cases: 
Oriainal proceedings: 

Mandamus.;, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition •••••••••• , ••••••••• " •••••••••••• , •••••••• '" ••• 
M1scellaneousj ••••••• : •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari--worker's compensation •••••••••••••••••••••• " •• 
Certiorari--tax court •••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certiorari-ec;onomic security •••••••••••••••••••• '-•••• , ••• ,-. 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total other cases -•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••• " •• ' •• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Otber Proceedina.: 
l.ebearina requests: 

Petitions for review 

Total other proceedings 

Manner of displls1tion 

Signed 
opinions 

Appeal.: 
C1UJ. ......................... 53 
Crillinal' ...................... 17 

Appeals and requests to sppea1: 
Aaency: 

Worker's compensation ....... 11 
Tax court . .................. 2 
Economic security ........... 0 

Totsl ........................ 13 
Total .......................... 83 

Odpnal proceedinas: 
Mandamus ...................... 0 
Prohibition" . .................. 6 
Miscellaneous . ................ 3 

Total ... ' .............. " ......... 9 
Grand total ...... " ............... 92 
Otber proceediD8s ... ~ ........... 3 

Per curiam 

11 
13 

8 
.0 
1 
9 

33 

0 
1 
2 

.,3 
36 
0 

Beginning 
pending 

2 
2 

o 
o 
o 
o 

--4-

o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
1 
1 

--1-

5 

_ o_ 

il 

T~ 

64 
30 

19 
2 
1 

22 
116 

0 
7 
5 

12 
128 

3 

Filed Disposed 

609 
235 

o (l)e 
o (o)e 
o (O)e 
~e 

844 (l)e 

19 
70 
38 

127 

93 
15 
38 

370 
121 

1 
0 
0 
1 

492 

17 
63 
23 

103 

54 (l)e 
10 (o)e 
29 (o)e 

146 ~e 
2n 196 (l)e 

1,117 (l)e 688 (l)e 

_8_5 __ 

85 

_ 8_2 __ 

82 

Status. of pending cases (12/31/78) 

Appeals: 
CivU ....................... . 
Criminal ................... .. 

Total ........................ . 
Original proceediD8s: 

Handamusl •• f . ..••..• " ..••..... 
Prohibi tion •••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellsneousj ............. .. 

Total ........................ . 
Requests for appeal: 

Worker's compensation •••••••• 
Tax court ••••••••••••••••••• , 

_ Economic securi ty •••••••••••• 
''Total ....................... .. 
Grand Total ................... . 

Prior to 
hearing 

122 
91 

213 

1 .' 
5';: 
7 

13 

4 
2 
o 
6 

232 

End 
pending 

241 
116 

0 
0 
0 
0 

""357 

2 
7 

13g 
22g 

38 
5 
9 

52 
----r48 

431S 

_3 _ 

3 

Following 
hearing 

119 
25 

144 

1 
2 
6 
9 

34 
3 
9 

46 
199 

DispOSition of cases (Without sn opinion) 

Appeals: 

Summa~ 
affirmance 

ClUJ. .............................. 28 
Cr1ainal ..................... ;..... 2 

Total................................ 30 
Oripnal proceedinaa: 

Hand8;mus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition ...................... .. 
Miscellsneousj ................... .. 

Total .............................. . 
Requests to appt!!ll.: " 

Worker' s c(l~pensation'> •••••••••••••• 
Tax court ••••••••••••••••• c. •••••••• 

Ecop,omic, security ••••••••••• oj •••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••• 1) ••••• 

i.tehearing request •••••••••••••••••••• 

o 
o 
o 
o 

4 
1 
4 
9 

39 
o 

Dismissal 

219 
70 

289 

o 
4 
1 
5 

18 
6 

17 
31 

325 
5 

Boldface head.ings h~icate tho classifications used by ~he NCSP. 

cJudge information: , 

Summary 
reversB;l 

o 
o 
o 

o 
1 () 
o 
1 

o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 

This court is also served by one' commissioner and three assistants. 
IiOa'ta not. included in the total to ,avoid double counting: 

o 
o 
o 

2 
8 
4 

14 

1 
o 
o 
1 

15 
8 

o 
o 
o 

15 
43 
11 
69 

1 
o 
o 
1 

70 
66 

o 
9 
9 

0',' 
o 
o 
o 

7 
1 
3 

'il 
20 
o 

Withdrawal 

o 
1 
1 

o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 

Order 
Consolidation ~ 

44 0 
9 0 

53 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

3 1 
0 0 
2 I 
5 2 

58 2 
0 0 

Requeat. to appeal granted ara not cou,nted as disposed cases until Che resulting appea1 is disposed; neither is \~he filing of the resulting 
appeal counted. These granted requests to 'appea1 are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

(continued on next page) 
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gChange in. pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Two of the miscellaneous matters filed were actually notices that required no further action. Figures are as given in the unpublished 

data. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Miscellaneous cases include petitions for 'permission to appeal, disciplinary proceedings, petitions to review bar exams, administrative 
hearings, etc. 

Certiorari--economic security cases concern unemployment compensation. ,'. 
Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Office oE, the State Court Administrator. Statistics are froQ the unpublished dat.a except that totals 

have been computed where necessary .. 

MINNESOTA DISTRICT mmcr 
Court of general jurisdiction 

10 districts, 70 judges and 2 juven.ile judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Other civil: 

Jury demand cases ........................................................ .. 
Court cases ........................................................... 0\ ....................... .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Total criminalj 

Juvenile: 

Total juven.i1e •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand to tali 

Beginning 
pending 

5,575 
3,125 
8,700 

8,700 

2,240 

N/A 

10,940i 

Filed 

5,825 
10,636 
16,461 

16,461 

10,678 

N/A 

27,139 i 

Disposed 

6,807 
10,789 
17,594 

17 ,594 

10,487 

N/A 

28,081 i 

Triald 

.~ Non-jury ~ 

Civil dis~ositions 

Jury demand 

Civi~ ••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal •••• '" •• , •••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••• 

959 
473 

1,432 

6,740 
290 

7,030 

7,690 
763 

8,462 

Settled during trial •••••••••• 
Settled, stricken, or 
dismissed •••••••••••••••••••• 

Crt.inal dispOSitions 

Guilty pleas ••••••••••••• 7,252 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••• 2,472 

Boldface headin8~ i!)dicate the classifications used by the NCSI'. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court:, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or. unit of count: 

1,028 

4,820 

631 

3,416 

End 
pending 

Taial 

4,5958 
2,9718 
7,5668 

7,5668 

2,433g 

N/A 

9,999gi 

-:)r 
1'/,/59 

8,236 

A civil ca~e is c~unted Jlt the note of issue. If a jury demand is made after the filing on the court calendar, the case is counted as a 
disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for jury cases. 

The criminal case unit of coun.t is not consistent statewide.. Th~ reporting 'instructions ask that the criminal unit of count be the number 
of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report;:. .. 

iz,ata are not complete: 
Grand total figures do not include juvenile. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Total criminal includes felony. madem.eanor. and appeal cases as critrlnal cases. 

" Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Office of the State Court Administrator. Statistics are from the unpublished dat,a except that totals 
have been computed where necessary .. 

'J 

Ii 
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! 

I 
i 
i 
I 
1,' 
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MINNESOTA mmmr mORT ' 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

67 districts, 106 judges 
January 1, 1978 to DeceDIber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Ci~!;~: .1: a ... .............. , ........... , . 
Court •• ••••••••••••••••••••• 'J/- ...•.• 
T~~~i ::::::::::::::::::::::: ;1; : : :: :: :: :: : :: : : : : : : : ::: :: : : •• , •• 

4,471 f 

710f 

5,181f 

" 

S~!c~~~~n Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dome9tic relations: 
Harriage dissoiution: ••••••••••••••••••• 

Divorce, annulment, separate maintenance 

Support/custody: •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal enforcement of support 

Other domestic relations:. • ••••••••••••••••••• 
Other family civil ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Estate: 

I'robate/wills/:l.ntestate: 
Dece.dent estate ............................................ . 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 

~!~~~ t • ~~ ~~ ~~ • : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : • 
Ot~~~e~~~~~~te •••••••••••••••••••••• 'c······················· 

Total .: ••••• ; ••••••••• ; ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Me~~:!i=~:: •••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Incompetency ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

Total civil 
... . /~ ............................................................ .. 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Other crimi.na1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ordinance violation: ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •• , •••• , ••••••• 
Justice of the peace 

Other criainal: 
Other familY criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal .................................................................................... .. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic ••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '.' 
Traffic Violation Bureau ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 

Total ..... o'e ......................... •• .... ••• .............. • .......... ••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juven.ile: 
Criminal-type offenue:' 

Delinquency • ~ ••••••••••••• , ••••• ' , •••• '.,' , , •• , ••••• , •• , •• , •• , • 

Non-offense: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dependency and neglect 

Ot~~~e:':~~~~~ ••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

Total juven'ile ............. , ••• , •• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 
..... ~ ... ~ .. , , .. , ..... , ............ , ........................ . 

6,762 f 

x 

x 

x 
X 

17,401f 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

15,323f 

1,396f 

___ X 

16,719fi 

21,926f 

93,034f 

X 

~ 

X 

X 

X 

.~ 

X 

194,494f 

Filed 

8,492 
522 

9,014 

36,047 

X 

X 

X 
X 

5,581 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

33,336 

1,335 

X 

126,864 
385,100 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

652,718 

Disposed 

X 
X 

8,649 

36,889 

6,683 

3,376 

1,529 
11,588 

5,466 

1,312 
22 

1,334 

178 
6,978 

761 
775 

1,536 

65,640 

30,204 

2,349 

116,819 
371,060 

30,927 
518,806 

518,806 

13,126 ~. 

1,797 

~ 
15,799 

633,594 .~ 

275 

End 
pending 

4,765 
784 

5,549g 

7,308g 

X 

X 

X 
X 

17,562g 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

19,117S 

1,2688 

X 

20,383i 

33,013g 
108,292g 

X,': 

~ 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

228,310g 

(continued on next page) 
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Minnesota County Court (dbntinued) 
Trialdm 

Civil: 
Law ••••••••••••••••••••• 
SIIIlll. claDs •••••••••••• 
Da.estic relationsu : 

!,..arriage dissolution " 
Support/custody ••••••• 
Other do.eatic 

relations ••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••• 

lIental health.: 
Commitments .................... .o 

Total civil •••••••••••••• 
Criminal (aisdeaeanor) ••• 
Traffic ••••••• , .......... . 

Grand total .............. .. 

169 

169 
218 
336 
723 

Non-jury 

2.~44 
18.551 

816 
1.519 

189 
2.524 

356 
23.775 
2,179 
5.643 

31.597 

Criminal (lIisdeJOeallor) dispositions 

Guilty plea .............................. . 
At preliminary hearing .................. .. 
Dismissed, settled, stricken, or default •• 

~ 

2.513 
18.551 

816 
1,519 

189 
2.524 

356 
23.944 

2.397 
5.979 

32,320 

17 .489 
3.556 
6.762 

~o:dface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Civil disposi tions 

~ Default ~ 
Law .................. 1.141 
S..,11 claiao ............ 4.326 
Da.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution .. 5.217 
Support/custody ....... 830 
Other dc.estic 
relations ............ 1.231 

Total .................. 7.278 
Mental health'": 

Commitments ........... 210 

Traffic dispositionsm 

Guilty pleas ........................ .. 
Dismissed, settled, stricken or 
default ............................ .o ...... : .................. .. 

Justice of the Peace ........ .o ...................... .o .. 

Justice of the Peace and Traffic 
Violations Bureau. ", ................. .. 

4.995 
14.012 

650 
1.027 

109 
1.786 

195 

96.386 

14.454 
128.897 

218.389 

-_The data for this case type are known to be included in the total b 
_ Not applicable. ut were ilot available by category. 

dease definition or unit of count: 

A civil case 1s conn'ted at the note of issue.. If a jury demand 1s made after the fil'" 
disposition on the court calendar and a new filing is counted for the jury case. ....ng on the court calendar, the .t:ase is counted as a 

The f c~i~ndal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. The reporting instructions 
o , e en ants on the information. indictment. or "omplaint. ask that the criminal unit of count be the number 

f A tr.a1 is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 
Beginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal h d 

Figures are as given in the unpublished data. teen pending figure for the -1977 court year: 

gChaug" in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
h Ftgures are as reported in the unpublished data. 

Figflre was computed: 

iD t Civil court and jury cases disposed were co:nputed from pending figures and filings 
a a are not complete: reported in the unpublished data. 

m Figures for total criminal pending and filed do not include data for 
Informa,tion on disposition ~ype or trial data: "other family criminal" cases. 

The number of contested dOlletic relat:9. d mmi 
~e~~ Juo';:lth triialS and disposition t;: :ta c~riCl~::n~n~s~~n:~:t:!S~!:~~~m::t n~:~~~~y trials. 

r c spost ons, by type do not include juvenile traffic cases. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Office of the State, Court Administrator. 
have been "computed where necessary. 

l\ 
, \\ 

Statistics are from the unpublished data except 

It 
!l' 

I" tnat totals 

-,"----------------

MINNESOTA rollN'IT HIlIillCIPAL roORT 
Court of lillited jurisdiction 

2 courts. 28 judges 
January 1. 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Child: 
Law: 

Court ••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :. 
JUlY ....................................................... . 

Total ...................................................... .. 
Real property rights: 

Unlawful detainers ......................................... . 

To~al civil 

CrlIIina1d : 
Other criminal: 

Other violationsj 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total ................................................... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A - This case type is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

"dCase definition or unit of count: ,~, 

277 

Disposed End 
pending 

N/A 423 
N/A 382 
N/A 805 

~ 61 

N/A 866 

~ ~ 

N/A 5.629 

N/A 7.476 

N/A 13 .971 

A civil case is counted at the note of issue. If a jury demand is made after the filing on the court calendar. the cave is counted as a 
disposition on tbe court calendar and a new filing is counted for jury cases. 

The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. The reporting instructions ask that the criminal unit of count be the number 
of defendants on tbe information. indictment. or complaint. 

jExplanation of data included in the~·ategory: 
"Other violations" include misde.eanor. ordinances, chartel' provisions, and rules and regulations of any subdivision of government, 

including the Metropolitan Airport Commission. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the"Office of the State Court Administrator. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals 
have been computed where necessary .. ~.- ;, 

Civild : 
S ... l1 c1ailll\: 

MINNESOTA roNCILUTIOH OOORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts; lOUDicipal judges serve 
January I, 1978 to'Ueceaher 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Conciliation Court ......... ~ ......................... , ...... . N/A 

N/A Total civg- .................................................... . 

"Grand total ••• " ••••••••• , •••••• '. •• • •• •• ••••• ••• • ••• ¥ •••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate tbe classificadons used by the NCSP. 
N/ A .. This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil caSe is counted at the note of iss, ,. 

Filed 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

6,455 

6.455 

6.455 

Sourc.e: Unpublisbed dat~ provided by tbe Office of tbe State Court Administrator. 
have been computed where necessary. 

Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals 

MINNESOTA l'IlOBA:rR roORr 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts, Z jw!ges , 
January 1, 1.978 to Deceahe." 31, 1978 

There were r.Q data available for cases bandIed in the Prl)bate Court for 1978. 

'~ 
< , 
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MISSISSIPPI COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

t <-

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
30 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $200. 

Bastardy. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo or on record. 
Jury trials. 

t lr E· qUity 

COUNTY COURT (16) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $10,000. 
- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries 
- Juvenile. . 
Appeals de novo. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (~50) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations. 
Jury trials. 

Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over all matters. 

• 
CHANCERY COURT (20) 
36 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Equit~, div~rce, alimony, probate, 

guardianship, mental commitments. 
- Hears juvenile if no County COUtt. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

J~ 

1 
;' 

-, 

FAMILY COURT 
Jurisdiction: 

If no - Delinquency and neglect. 
County Adult crimes against juveniles. 
Court. Jury trials of adults. 

JUSTICE COURT (410) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500. 
- Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
Jury trials. 

J Court 
of last 
resort 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

(j 

1 

f 

" 

\ , 

~ !) 

'<, 

MISSISSIPPI SUPREME COURTb 
Cour~ of 1aB~ resort 

9c justice.~ 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

279 

End Beginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed 
pending 

Cases: 

440 453k X 
Appeals: 

Civil ..... . I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal .)~ .........•......••...•......•.•.•.. ~ ...••...•.•.•.. 216 203k X 
120k 

----gsr; -m '"""""""ffil 
Unspecified cases (dismissed) ............................... . 

Total appeals ................................................. . 

Other cases: 

USh 116 5 
Original proceedings: 

Other peCitions ........................................... . 
Requests to appeal .............. I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ............................................. . 

31 

--3 --rr8h ----rr6 --5 

Total cases .................................................... . 774 892 4381 

Other proceedings, 
Rehearing request,;: 

Petitions fo.r rehearing ...................................... 111 
Other matters: 

Hotions ...................................................... . 

Total other proceedings . ~ ............................•.......... 

Hanner of disposition 

~l 

26 

1621 162 

363h 366h 

525 528 

Disposition of appeals 

Affirmed Written 
opinion 

Per .' 
curiam Total Reversed .......................................... . 

Appeals on the merits 
Petittons for rehearing .•••• 
Other petitions ••••••••••••• 
Hotionsj •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................... .. 

381'" 
5 
5 
1 

----rrs 
157 
111 
485 

----gsr; 
162 
116 
486 

Affirmed in part, reversed in part •••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed on condition of re",i~titur or additur •••• 
Dismissed ......................................... . 
Dismissed after hearing on the merits ••••••••••••• 

392 1,028 1,420 

Time !nterval (days) 
Average 

Record filed to submitted ••••••••••••••• 276 
Submitted to decision ................... 30 
Record filed to decifiion ................ 306 
Judgment 'in lower court to decision ••••• 473 

Range 
12- 455 
5- 245 

27- 877 
36-1,067 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = lIot enough information 111 known. Tbe case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X = The data for this case type are knQwn to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- = Not applicable. 

bparticular cour~ or reporting system information: 

479 
149 

27 
o 

120 
1 

Commencing January 6, 1975, the court began sItting in 3 divisions of 3 jud~es each, with judges alternating among the divisions. 
cJudge infortnatlon: 

11 

12 

23 

Between A\IBust 1, 1976 and December 31, 1978, Chancery Court and Circuit Court judges were authorized by the legislature as, tempoxary 
commissioners to assist the coure. The authorization was J;'epealed 'by its own terms on December 31, 1978. During the time period that the 
authorization was in force, 28 trial judges seriled as temporary commissioners. 

flleginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Beginni:lg pending figure for aPpeals was based on internal audit conducted during 1978. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from fUed, disposed, and end pending data. 
The filing figures._ were computed from disposed and pending data. 
:rhe number of motions disposed was computed by subtracting the number of dismiRsed appeals from the total number of motions given as 

,. dispc.ed in the annual report. 
jExplnnation of dat" included in ~he category: 

Pending figures include both cases pending in the clerk's office and cases already assigned to judges. 
Data for motions disposed in the manner of disposition table includes 120 unspecified appeals cases which were dismissed. 

'<Additional informattbn: 
Commissioners handled 101 of the 656 cases disposed'on the meri~s. 
Cases disposed by dismissal are included in the civil and criminal appeals filings, but a civil/criminal breakdown ,~or ~ases dismissed is 

not available. 
ISpeclal source Qr revisIon in the data: 

All beginning pending .t;igur(!s, the end pending appea1sflgure, and petitions for rehearing filed figures were supplied by the clerk of the 
cout;t during data verJfica~lon. The beginning pending appeals figure was based on an:i.nternal audit conducted during 1978. 

Beginning pending appeals figures, for other cases were taken from the 1977 annual report where they are given as end pending figures for 
the 1917 court year. 

"'Categories for disFosition type or trial data: 
Of the 381 majority opinions deciding caSes on the merits, 291 were published and 90 were unpubl-j.shed. There were also 18 concurring or 

dissenting opinions written. 

Source: Execu~ive ASSistant, Supreme Court, 12th Annual Statistical Report 1977 and ~3th Annual Statistical Report 1978 (Jackson, 
Hlssissippi). Sources of case data are available. Statf.s~ics are from the annual reports e"cept that totals have been computed where 
necessary, and corrections were made by the clerk of the court during data verification. 
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MISSISSIPPI CIRCUIT COURTi 
Court of general jurisdi~tion 

20 circuit districts, 30 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Total civil 

Total criminal 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A = This case type 1s handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments .. 

iData are not complete: 

19 

Filed 

13,764i 

8,082i 

21,846i 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

No data were received from the court in Tishomingo County, District I, for the months of November and December. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Mississippi Judicial Council, First Annual Report (Jackson; Mississippi: 1979). StatisticD are from the annual report except that 
totals have been c.omputed whel'e necessary. 

NISSISSIPPI CHANCERY COURTi 
',Court of general jurisdiction 

20 chancery districts, 36 jud6es 
January I, 1978 to December 31, ~78 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,.............. N/A N/A 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 43,627 i 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NJA = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unsv:l'!.lable-;-

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Chancery Court handles juvenile cases in 66 of the state's 82 countieg. Nil juve~e data were available. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case 1s counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

iUata are not complete: 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

No data were received from the court in Tishominga County, District I, for the months of October~ November, or December. 
The grand total filed figure does not inclUde juvenile data. 

:1 

End 
pending 

N/A 

NIt. 

Source: MiSSissippi Judicial Council, First Annual Report (Jackson, Mississippi: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed 101here necessary. 

" 

i; 
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NISSISSIPPI COUNTY COURTi 
Court ofltaited jurisdiction 

16 courts, 20 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Deceaher 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NI A 

Total cdminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NI A 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;'. • • • • • • • • • • • • • NI A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

dClise definition or ut.h of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a peti tion or complaint. 
The criminal case unH of count is the number of indictments. 

iData ar'l\ not complete: '1 
Gran~1 totalfiliug figure does not include any juvenile case data. 
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Filed Disposed 
End 

pending 

16,618 N/A N/A 

2,635 N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

19,253 i N/A N/A 

Source: Mississippi Judicial Council, First Annual Repor,t, (Jackson, Mississippi: 1979). 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

StatistIcs are from the annual report except that 

" " 

MISSISSIPPI JUSTICE COuaT 
Court of It.ited jurisdiction 

410 courts " 
January .1, .1978 to Deceaher 31, 1978 

There Ilere no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court in 1978. 

'iuSSISSIPPI FAHILY COURT 
Court of It.ited jurisdiction 

. 1 court 
JanUary 1, 1978 to DecCllher 31, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Family Court for 1978. '.I 

MISSISSIPPI HDHICIPAL COURT 
Court of It.ited jurisdiction 

",50 courts 
Jav.uary 1, 1978 to Deceaher 31, 1978 

There were no data ava!lable for cases handl~d in the Municipal Court for 1978. 
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MISSOURI COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices, 4 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdictiolll,in 

cases involving constitution, '.ieaty, 
or statute, revenue laws, ti~'~ of 
Officer of State, death penalty or 
life imprisonment. 

- Hear and determine remedial writs. 
- General superintending control over 

all inferior courts. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
22 judges 
- Appellate jurisdiction not exclusivel}' 

designated in Supreme Court. 
- Hear and determine remedial writs. 

-

Death penalty. 
Life imprisonment. 

Constitution, 
treaty, statute. 
Revenue laws. 
Title of Officer 

of State. 

COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (2) 

CIRCUIT COURT (43) 
:,116 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

circuit judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 

- Civil actions over $50, domestic 
relations, guardianship. 

- Felony, misdemeanor. 
- JuvenilE. -- All civil actions in Hannibal and 

Cape Girardeau, domestic relations 
in Hannibal. 

- Felonies, misdemeanors in Hannibal. - Superintending control Over the 

- Juvenile. " 

Jury trials'! " 

Mason,Miller 
Townships to 

Hannibal. 

t, 
MAGISTRATE COURT (129) 
55 judges serve only as 
magistrate illdges 
91 judges serve as both probate 
and magistrate judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- CIvil actions under $5,000. A few 

courts handle small claims; most 
handle landlord-tenant. 

- Trnfic, misdemeanors (fine less than 
$1).:)00, sentence jess than 1 year). 
Felony prelill\inaries. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Magistrate and Probate Courts. 
Appeals on the record and de noVo. 

Jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT (l1S) 
24 iudges.~erve only as probate judges 
91 judges serve as both probate and 
magistrate judges 
Jurisdicilon: 
- Exclusive original jurisdiction over all 

pr,qbate and mental committment 
matters. " 

ST. LOUIS COURT OF , 
CRIMINAL CORRECndN 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanors, (raffic, felony 

pr.eliminaries. 

No jury trials. 

',+ St'jouiS 

MUNICIPAL AND POLICE 
COURT (~ SOO) 
:::::500juclges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive jurisdiction ov~r city 

ordinance violations (fine less than 
$500, sentence less than 6 months.) 

o 
Jury trials. 

,.,'"-______ '::.;";.J ________ __ 

J 

] 

If 

J 
(! 

Court 
oElast 
reso~.t 

c'.' 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited" 

juriscliction 
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lIISSOURI SUPREIIE COIlU 
Court of last resort 

7 justices, 4 coouaissioneru 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
C",jlllinal ................................................... .. 

Total appeals ...... ; ......................................... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus .............................................. . 
Mandamus ................ '0' ............................... .. 

Prohibition ............................................ .. 
QUo warranto ......... " .......................... e' ....... \~ ...................................... . 

Retirement ........ ', ........................................................................ .. 
Other writs ............................................ .. 

Total ............ ~ ............................................................................ .. 
Disciplinary aatter: 

Disbarment .................................................................................... <l 

Rei.'1statement .......................................................................... . '. 
Total ................................. ' ....... · ............ . 

Total .................................................... .. 
Requeats to appeal: 

Application to tral1sfer ......... : ........................ .. 

Total other cases, .................................................................................... .. 

Total cases ........ ~ ................................ "" ................................................ .. 

Other proceedings: 
Motions for rehearing ......................................... '. 
Other matters: 

Motion activity • ~,""""'"'''''' .......................... . 

Total other proceedings ....................................... .. 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 

--rIO 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

82 

192 

30 

37 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion .......... .. 
Dismissal ................ .. 
Transfer wi thout opinion .. . 
By ordet\, ................ : .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Civil 
84 

16 
29 

6 

Appeals 
Criainal 
--2-5-

1 
19 
3 

Filed 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

~ 

460 

615 

57 

273k 

330 

Tot.al 
109 

17 
48 

9 

X m The data for this case type are known to be included in. thu total but were 'not available by category. 

kAdditiona1 'information;' 

Disposed 

135 
48 

-rB3 

71 
33 
60 

1 
a 

11 
176 

5 
3 
8 

184 

~ 

493 

676 

57k 

202 

319 

~ Two rehearing reque'Sts "ere sustained; 55 were denied.' 
The 273 motions filed do not include motions for permission to file wrlts, which were included in this figure prior to 1977. 

ISpecial source or r,~vision in the data: " 
The clerk of t~)e court supplied the bre(~kdown for c:1vil and crimicn1 ~,ppeal8 filed during data verification. 

283 

End 
pendir.g 

X 
X 

--s2 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X 

49 

131 

41 

48 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Judicial Department of Missouri Annual Statistical Re~8 (Jefferson City"Missouri). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totala have .beencomputed where necessary, and additional information was provided by 
the clerk of the court during data verification. 
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IfissolliII Q)uu OF APl'RALS 
Inter.ediate appellate court 

3 dIstricts, 22 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , .•••••••••••• 
CrDinal •••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases:' 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• e e e, •• 

l1andamus •• e •••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Prohibition •••.•• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
Quo warranto ••••• ~ ......................................... e 

Total •••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari .............................................. of' e •• 

Total other cases •••••••••••••• ~ ••••• ~, •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••• e ........................................... . 

Beginning 
pending 

1,244 
675 

l,9l9 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,966 

--~~-----------

Manner of disposition 

~pea1s 
Civil Cr:t.inal Total 

Written opinion •••••••• 553 ~ ---gar 
Dismissal •••• : ••••••••• 576 165 741 

Consolida'tion 0 24 24 .......... 
Transfer without 

opinion .............. 12 3 15 

Order .................. 
Denied .................... 

Piled 

1,207 
688 

1,895 

76 
94 

187 
o 

357 

2,255 

Writs 
~ 

64 
262 

~) 

Total 
1;012 

741 
24 

1~ 

64 
262 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications" used by the NCSP. al but were not available by category. 
X = The da ta for t.his case type are known to be included in the tot 
- = Not applicable. 

... ~ .. --;; '-'-'--'---'~-""~-'''-''~' .-. -I 
! 

"Disposed 
End 

pending 

1,141 1,312 

" 620 741 
1,761 " 2,053 

." 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
357" ---so 

t.) 
2,118 2,103 

I s ti ti 1 R ort 1978 (Jefferson City, Missouri). 
Office of the State Court Administrator, Judicial Department of Missouri Annua ta s ca ep Source: 
Statistics are from the annual report except that" totals have been computed where necessary. 
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IfiSSOUII.I ClII,ClJlT OOUllT AND OOIlllX OF COIHIH PLEAS 
Court of general jurisdiction 

43 circuits, 116 judges; 2 courts, circuit judges serve 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Civild : 
Tort: 

Other tort: 

Beginning 
pencing 

Personal injury ••••••••• ',! • •••• •• • • •• ••••••••• • • • ••••••• • • • X 
Doaestic relations: 

Harriage dissolution: 
Dissolution •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Modify divorce decrees ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Total....................................................... X 
Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Extraordinary writ: 

Proceeding under Rule.27. 26 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Odier civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Total civilj 

cr~nald:,O 
Felony ......................................................... . 
Misdemeanor ......................................................... .. 
Appeal· ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

68,454f 

X 
X 
X 

Total criminalj ••••••••••••••••••• '"~ ......................... //9,559f 

~, r 
J:::l::venile ••••••.••••••••••••••••••• ~....................... ~ -9-,-4-1-0'£ 

Grand total·............................................ •.••••••••• 87,423f 

Triald 

Non-jury Total 

Filed 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

79,57!! 

'X 
X 

__ X_ 

19,020 

18,563 

117,161 

Disposed 

7,674 

33,581 
3,823 

37,404 
(j) 

332 
31,953 

77,363 

13,931 
4,399 

__ .l.J) 

18,330 

18,054 

113,747 

Civil: 
Jury 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Critinal. dispOSition 
Other tOt;,t: •••••• 4. ............. .. 

Marriage dissolution •••••••••• 
Ertraordinary writ •••••••••••• 
Other civil • ~ ••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cr:t.inal: 

Felony,_ ......................... . 
Kisde:aeanor ••••••• J ••• , ••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••• 

982 
21 

1,003 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

1,780 
1,041 
2,821 

X 

710 
9,810 

147 
7,500 

18,167 

2,762 
1,062 
3,824 

21,991 

Boldface headings indicate t.he classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of COU1;~: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Gui.! ty plea •••••••••.••••• , 
Nolle prosequi •••••••••••• 
Dismissed ................. . 

Felony 
8,047 
1,231 
1,891 

Misdemeanor 
1,533 
1,632 

172 

The criminal case unit of count is· the number of informations or indictments. A filing may involve mUltiple defendants. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure .for the 1977 court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. <,1 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual report • 

.' jExplanation of data Included in the category: 
Data for civil aPpeal and cr1m.nal appeal case dispositions are included in' the appropriate case category. 
There were 2,221 appeals from municipal courts an~ 774 other appeals or changes in venue cases disposed., 
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End 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
__ X_ 

70,639g 

X 
X 
X 

10,249k 

9,919 

90,807g 

Total 
9,580 
2,863 
2,q,63 

cSource: O.fUce of the State Court Administrator, Judicial Department of Missouri Annual Statistical Rep"rt 1978 (Jefferson City, Hi"souri). 
Statistics are from the annual Jeport except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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ST. LOUIS mURT OF CRIHINAL mBRECTION, IIISSOURJ. 
Cour~ of liaited jurisdiction 

1 court, 2 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Criainald : 
IIisdemeano'l' .................................................. .. 
.l.'reliainary hearing: 

Felonies ............................................... :! •••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Grand total ............................... " ..................... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

0 Filed 

X 

3,566 

" 3,566i 

X 

20,853 

X = The data for this cas~ type are known to be included in the tO,tal but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Disposed 

X 

X 

14,401 

End 
pending. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complHnts. A filing may involve mUltiple defendants. 
A non-jury trial is cOlin ted if tried to completion. 

iData are not complete: 
Total criainal filed and di"posed figures include preliainary hearing felony cases only. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Judic1al Department of 'Missouri Annual Statistical Report 1978 (Jefferson City, Missouri). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

MISSOURI IlAGISTRAn: mURT 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

129 courts; 55 judges serve only"" IIISgistrates, 
91 judges serve as both probate and magistrate judges 

July 1, 1977 to' June 30, 1978 

Civil.d : 

Beginning 
pending 

Law............................................................. N/A 
Small cl.siDs .................................................... -.!!l!!. 

Total civil N/A 

Criainald : 
IIisd","""nor ................................................. ',:' N/A 
PrellJainary hearing: 

Felony ....................................................... -.!!l!!. 

Total criminal N/A .. 
Traffic: 

Total traffic ···························0······················ . N/A 

'Grand total N/A 

Boldface headings indicate" the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, bu~ the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition Qr unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with th" filing of a petition or complaint. 

F.iled 

84,460 
" 11,745 

96,205 

X 

22,977 

22,977i 

464,470 

Disposed 
End 

pending 

7l,152 N/A 

~. -1Y.!. 
80,880 N/A 

X N/A 

-.!!l!!. 
N/A 

X N/A 

405,379 N/A 

The criminal case unit of count is'" the number of informations or indictments. A filing may involve. multiple defendants. 
iData are not complete: 

Total criainal filed and disposed figures do not include misdemeanor cases. They could not be separated from traffic data. All catego,:ies 
ate included in the grand total data. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator.! Judicial Department of Missouri Annual Statistical Report 1978 (Jefferson City. Missouri). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that· totals have been computed where ,necessary. 
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MISSOURI PROBATK mURT' 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

115 courts: 24 judges serve only as probate judges; 
, 91 serve ao both probate and IIISgistrate judges 

July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 
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End 
Disposed Filed pending 

Beginning 
~~ ______________ . ____________ ----__ --------____ ~p~en~d~iE.nag------------------------________ ~----------__ -J~~~ 

Civil.d, \1 " 
Estate:\ 

Pro~~e/villB/intestate: 
Dece"clent's estates with letters ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Guard1a~~p/co~ervatorship/truBteeship: 
Incompetan~{d juvenile estates •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............... •• .. ••• .. ••••• .. •••••••• .... • .... •• .. •••• 

Total civil ................................................... . 

Grand total ......................... , ......................... .. 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type. is haniiled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

8,525 

2,577 
11,102 

11,102 

11,102 

Source: Office of the State CourtUAdministrator, Annual Statistical Report 1978 (Jefferson City, Missouri). 
report except that totals havef.\been computed where ne~essary. 

,-.( 

MISSOURI MIlHICIPAL AIID FOLICR mURT 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

,<,N 500 courts, ,.... 500 judges 
July r, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

7,536 N/A 

2,088 N/A 
9,624 N/A 

9,625 N/A 

9,624 N/A 

Statistics are from the annual 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1978. 
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" 0 

MONTANA COURT SYSTEM, ,1978 
" 

SUPREM~COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction in all cases, 

DISTRICT COURT (19) 
29 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-' Civil actions over $50, probate. 
- Felony, misdemeanors. 
- jUvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 
-----....,..----_ ... " 

t 
JUSTICE COURT 
93 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and damage actions under 

$1,500. 

, 

, 

CITY COURT 
106 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

\\ 

t 
- Contract and damage actions under 

$1,500 
- Assaults, thefts under $150. Mis

demeanors (fine less than $500 

, 

- Assaults, thefts under $150. Mis
demeanors with fine les5 than $500 
or imprisonment less than 6 months. 
Preliminary hearings. 

Qr imprisonment less than 6 months). 
City or town ordinance violations. 
Preliminary hearings. 

Six-man jury trials." 
Six-man jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
160 judge'~ 
Jurisdiction; 
- Contract and d~mage actions under 

$1,500. 
- Assaults, thefts tfOlIer $150. 
- Misdemeanors with fine less than $500 

or imprisonment less than 6 mO,nths. 
Preliminary headngs. 

Six-man jury trials." 

t lndicat~s.,route of appeal. 

J Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction l'\ 
I) 
If 

11 

IJ 

MONTAIIA SUPREHE roUilT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January I" 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

/? 

c:' ___________ _ 

289 

End Beginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ........................................................ .. 
Criminal .......................................... " ......... .. 

Total "appeals 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ............................... , ." ...... . 
Ileq,uests to appeal 'I! ............ ~ ................................. . 

Total other cases •...•.•..... " ................................. . 

Total cases ........................................................... . 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

---wA 

N/A 

~anner of disposition 

294 
74 

-m 

149 

--r49 

517 

Written opinion ............... 269 
Denial or dismissal ••••••••••• 182 
Other manner of disposition 24 

Boldface headings indicate the cla,ssifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space Ii Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data were unavailable. 
X = Data for thi~ case type are known "'to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

X N/A 
X N/A 

---X ---wA 

X N/A 

---X N/A 

475 N/A 

Source: Montana Supreme Court, 1978 Annual Report (Helena, Montana: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals were 
computed where necessary .. 
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!IlHTAIIA DIStRICT aJlJUb 
"Court of general jurisdiction 

19 districts, 29 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

. Beg1nni:tg 
pending 

Civild : 
no.estic relations: 

Uoption: . 
New cases .............................................. ' ........... "" ......................... ' ......... .. 
Reopened cases .................................... ,~ .................................................. .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Ot:ber .w.estic rela1:ions: 

Domestic relationsj: 
New cases ................. ' ............................................................................ .. 
Reopened cases .................................................................................... .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total .. :" ....................................................................... __ ' .................................. .. 

Estate: 
Other estate: II 

Probatej ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Keotal bealth: 

Insanityj: 
New cases .', .............................................................................................. .. 
Reopened ca~ies ...................................................................................... 404o 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil.: .'. 

General ci viIJ,: 
New cases . 4o''.404o ............................ 4o .4o .. 4o .... 4o" ....... 4o" ........ "4o ............ .. 

Reopened cases .......................... 4o .................. 4o ............................ 4o .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

CriJIinal d: 
Other criJIina1: 

Criminalj: 
New cases ........................... 4o .......... 4o •• 4o ........................ 4o .............. . 

Reopened cases 4o ...................................................... 4o .. 4o ........ 4o .. 4o ........ 4o .. 

Total ••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• '. 

To tal criminal 

Juvenile: 
Other ju.,enile: 

Juvenilej: 
New cases ............................................................................................... ,~ 
Reopened cases ...................... 4o .................................................... 4o ........ .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

,Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand to tal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Civil dispositionsm cn..insl dispositionsm 

For defendant •••••••••••••• 
For plaintiff •••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••• 
,Default •••••••••••••••••••• 
Change of venue. 4o .................... .. 

331 
3,807 
2,814 
5,628 

331 

'.\ 
Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••• 
Guilty verdict ", •••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ••••••••••••••••••• 

'Dismissed •••••••••• " •••••••• 
Default ••••••••••••• , ••••••• 
Change of venue ••••••••••••• 
Other and not known ••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

1,465 
122 

49 
488 

5 
7 

306 

NI A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data were unavailable. 

Filed 

786 
3 

789 

7,693 
534 

8,227 
9,016 

3,704 

372 
5 

377 

11,654 
304 

11,958 

25,055 

2,550 
292 

2,842 

2,842 

1,276 
105 

1,381 

1,381 

'29,278 

DiSposed 

X 
X 

685 

(( 
~,. 

X 
X 

6,786 
7,471 

2,497 

X 
X 

291 

X 
X 

9,766 

20,025 

X 
X 

2,442 

2,442 

X 
X' 

1,005 

1,005 

23,472 

Time interval data (average days) 

Dc.es tic rela tions : 
Adoption •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

" Otber doaestic relations •••••••••••••• 
Mental bealth ••••••••••••••••••• ; ••••••• 
Estate 4o ........... 4o .......................... ~ .. 4o ...... 4o .......... .. 

Other civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cria1aal .................... IL ........................ ., ............. .. 

,JuvenUe. 404o .. 4o4o4o .. 4o ................ "~"4o""" .. ;.~ .......... .. 
Total •••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••• 

X a The data for this case type are known to be includeddn the total but were not available by category. 
bparticular court or reporting system information: 

Al~ filing figures classified as "new cases" are based on actual case counts .. 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
fA/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

j:' N/A 
,.I N/A 

N/A 

" N/A 

'. N/A 
1'1 
',I 
" 

Time to disposition 

38 

19~ 
414 
151 
121 

76 
153 

All filing figures classified as "reopened cases" are estimates based on statistical extrapolation fran a l4-caunty sample. All disposition 
figures are also estimates based on the 14-county sample. 

dCase definition or unit of count: ' 
Civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
Tl>e criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment or complaint. 

jExpla1l!ltion of data included in the category: 
Domestic relations cases include marriage 41s&olution, invalia ~rriage, legal separation, URESA (outgoing and incanin8), and paternity, 
Probate cases., include formal" ru:d informal probste, supervised probste, guardianship, conservatorshill, and truat. 
Insanity casek include mentally ill and inebriation (commitments). '" 
General civil cases include personal injUry, property damage, c~ndemnation, lien, foreclosure, eviction, partitj,on:'; quiet tiUe, agreement 

suits, injunctions, declaratory judgments, certificate of amount due, warrant. of distraint, abstract Of judgment, transcript of judgment, 
mandamus, habeas corpus, habitual traffic offender, note, w$e claim, amount due,. unlawful detainer, zoning, taxes, ~nd water rights. . 

Criminal cases include f .. ~oniea, high misdemeanors, ""trsditions, and criJlinal appeals. 
Juvenile cases include youth in need of care (YINC) and youth in need of ,supervision (YINS). 

mlnformation on disr9sition type or tr.ial data: . 
All data given for dispositio!, types a"e estimates/ibssed on percentages given in the annual report. 
Civil disposition information given is for domestic relations aOC: other civil caoes only. 

Source: liontana Supreme Court, 1978 Annual Report (Helena, ,Hontana: 1979). Statistica are from the ann\ia1 report exc"pt that totals were 
computed where nec.es.~ary .. 

\~ 
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MONTANA JOSTICE aJORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction I'". 

93 judges 
July I,. 1977 to June 30, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Justice .Gourt for fiscal year 1978 • 

MOHrANA CITYCOmrr 
Court of liadted jurisdiction 

106 judges 
July 1, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the City Court for fiscal year 1978. 

MONTANA IIIlIIICIPAL aJORT 
Court of liadted jurisdiction 

160 judges 
"July 1~,,1977 to June 30, 1918 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for fiscal year 1978. 
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NEBRASKA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
'1 justices 

, Jurisdiction: 
- Api ~ lIs from District;juvenile, and 

Workmen's Compensation Courts. 
- Original jurisdiction in cases relating 

to revenue and in civil cases in which 
the state is a party. 

, 

DISTRICT COURT (21) 
45 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction in civil excluding 

small claims and proba teo Domestic 
relations. 

- General jurisdiction in criminal. 
App~als de novo on the record in civil. t 
Appeals on the record in criminal. 

Jury trials. 

SEPARA TE JUVENILE 
COURT (3) 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All juvenile matters in Douglas" 
Lancaster, and Sarpy Counties. 

COUNTY COURT (21) 
43 judges 
Jurisdiction: , 
- Civil actions under $5,000, probate, 

guardianship, adoptions, eminent 
domain. 

- Misdemeanors, traffic, municipal 
ordinance violations, felony 
preliminaries. 

- Juvenile except in Douglas and 
Lancaster Counties. 

Jury trials . 

. ' t Indicates roufe of appeal " 

, 

WORKMEN'S 
COMPENSATION COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in claims for 

workmen's compensation benefits. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- In Omaha and Lincoln. 
- Civil cases under $5,000. 
- Municipal ordinance violations, 

misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials in civil and state law cases. 

tin Nl!braska, "de novo on the record" meanS that the court may make an independent determination of the facts. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

,0·> 

\\ 

~ \ 
I 
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NEBRASKA SUPREIIE OJDRT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
September 1, 1977 t6 August 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appea~s,j 

Civil: 
Civil case categories . 11".' .................................. . 

Criminal: 
Direct crimina.L appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal .•.. \'\ ........... ~ ............•...•........... 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy: 

Postconviction .........................................••.. 
Appeals of administrative. agency cases: 

Workmen's compensation, :'\ •...•....•..... , ... '" .•.......... , .. 
Public Service Commissi ..... , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Industrial Relations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other administrative •••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other appeals: 

Unclassified ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
'fatal appeals ................................................... . 

Other cases: 
Original p~oceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases .....•................••.•....... ~~~ ... " ..••..•...... 

Beg1n,,1ng 
pending 

228 f 

161 
7 

168f 

15 

8. 
2 
6 

11 
27 

(j) 
N/A 

(If 

Manner of disposition 

Filed .. 

327 

216 
13 

229 

25 

13 
5 
9 

37 
64 

(j) 
N/A -TIT 

Administrative 

Disposed 

292 

265 
16 

281 

21 

11 
3 
7 

15 
36 

1 
~j 

(j) 
N/A 

----w-

631i 

..E!!!!. ~ l'ostconviction __ a",g ... e",n:::;c",Y,-__ Other Total 

Hritten opinion ••••••••••• 210 113 9 22 o 354 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are un .. \;;'·ilab~!,. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as given ill the unpublished data. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
End pending figures were adjusted to reflect the results of an audit conducted during September 1978. 

293 

End 
pending 

285g 

105g 
4 

109g 

19 

8g 
5 
8 

31 
52g 

0 
~gj 

() 

(j) 
N/A 

----w-
465gi 

iData are not complete: ..!. 
Requests to appeal are not counted0statistically by the»'tsreme Courti the ,figures presented for appeals are cases docketed. There ~re a 

number of cases that the court re.fuses to hear. '-S2~se discr~~:!onary ca~es.: ~hen leave to docket is den;l.e.d: ,could be cOl1:siderad processed 
by the' court, but they ar~. not docketed or reportee statistically. As a result" request to appeal ca8es are not included in the total 
cases figures given in the chart. 

jExpl,mation of data included in the category: 
Original proceedings are included with the . .appeals datil. There are a minimal number of original proceedings handled by the court. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1978 (Lincoln, Nebraska), and unpubl-.ished data supplied by the clerk of 
the court. Statistics are from the annual report snd unpublished data except that totals have been computed where necessary, and 
revisions wert! uade during data verUication. 
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Ci~ild: 

NEBRASKA DISTIller OODll.r 
Court of general jurisdiction 

21 districts, 4S judges 
JanuaEY 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

D .. estic yelatlons" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,~ •••••••••••• 
Appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other' civil. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

4,129'1 
(j) 

4,3441 

Total ci vuj 8,4731 

CE,~d: 

Filedj 

14,230 
(j) 

2.~ 
21,27:1. 

\\ 
Disposed End 

pending 

14,524 3,8351 
(j) (j) 

I. 6,879 4,5071 

21,403 8,3421 ,-II 
''( 

Ilelony: 
\1 Criminalj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal •••••••••••••••••••• ; ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •• 

\' 

Total crimina~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

" Grand total ............................... ," ...................... . 
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

1,0901 

1,2661 , 

2,3561 

10,8291 

A civil case is counted with the f;!~ing of a petition or complaint. 

3,918 
2,253j 

6,171 

27,443 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
jExplanation of dat" included in the catego',~y: , 

4,091 \) 9171 
l,S20j 1,9991 

5,611 2,9161 

27,014 11,2581 

Filed figures include the number of reopen~~cases placed before the District Court. 
Cases that are listed as crl.ldnal. appeals ~ '~.ude both c:1vil and cr:1minal appeals. Statement in the annual report indicates that more 

than half were cr:1tinal appeals. ) \ " 
Criminal cases may include a few m1..~deaeau('~· ·',,!S. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: \" \ 
Pending data were, provided by the office of th"'_ .. :,~te court administrator during data verification. 

Source: Of:fice of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1978 (Lincoln. Nebraska), and unpublis!led data supplied by the office 
of the state court administrator. Statistics ~re from the annual report and unpublished data except that totals have been computed 
where necessaEY, and additions and, corrections were supplied by the state, court administrative office duri'ng verification. 

i) 

~') 

", 

• 

NEBHASKA OOU!iT'l OODll.r 
Court 'uf Iblited jurisdiction 

21 districts, 43 judges 
JanusEY I, 1978 to Dec_ber 31" 1978 

Civild : 
Lav: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
S...u. claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Resl property rigbts: 

Eminent domain ............................................. \, !.,.;1..~." J." 

DOIIeStic relations: ,f"-;-
Adoption ............................................ " ........................ \\:;,;~~; ..... . 

Estate: 
Probate/vilIs/intestate: 

Probate and inheritance tax ............................... . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship and conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total .............................. t> ................................. •• .......... • ........ • .. • • 

Total civil 

Crillinal d: 
H1.sdeaeanor: 

Misdemeanor statute .............. -..................................................... . 
Ordinance violation: 

Ordinance -non-traffic ... ~ ............................. -.................................. .. 
Preliainsry hearing: 

Felony ............................................................................................ 10 .... .. 

Totdl criminal " .......................................... ~ ...................................... ;-~~ .......... .. 

Traffic: 
Other traff:1c violations 

Statute traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 
Ordinance traffic ........................... j., .............. " ................................. .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• • ••• •• •• ••••••••••••••••• • 

Total traffic 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings,Indicate the cl.!<~"lficat10ns use'd by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

8,9971 

1,8671 

12,0461 

9,9201 
21,9661 

33,1151 

13,7541 

1,3'121 

4,8231 

19,8891 

10,3291 
3,6291 

13,9581 

13,9581 

68,0351 

A ,civil ~ase is counted with the filing of !l petition or complaint. 
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Ilisposed 
End 

pending' 

~,562 9,4801 
~,961 1',9391 

9,045 
10,033 

191 182 761 

1,274 1,265 2271 

8,972 8,545 12,4731 

1,645 10,1681 

10,190.1 22,6411 
1,893 

10,865 

31,408 30,160 34,3631 

32,723 () 31,871 14,6061 

8,304 8,373 1,2431 

~ ~ 4,9811 

45,276 44,335 , 20,8301 

164,377 161,961 12,7451 
37,445 5,106 

199,406 17,8511 
38,922 

203,299 

203,,299 199,406 17,8511 

2,950 3,009 1,0141 

282,933 276,910 74,O~81 

" 

The criminal case unit of c.ount is tho number of informations, indictments, or 
count as one case, unless cases are separated for trial. One .defendant with 
charges are tried separately. 

complaints. Two defendants charged on a single complaint 
two charg~s on a single complaint is one case, unless the 

ISpeC!ial source oor revision in data: 
Pending figures were provided by the office of" 'the state court administrator.' 

was ~evised c,i!1!:ing ,data ver~flc!ltion. 
The guardianship and conservatorship cases disposed figure 

Source: O,ffice of the State 'CoJ'\:t Administrator, The Court. of Nebraska" 1978 ri.incoin, Nebraska) and unpublished data provided by the offi~e of 
the state court administrator. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except that tot-Us have been computed where 
necessary, and revisions w:\re made by the state court administrat.iv', office during data verification. 
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NEBRASKA HIlllIClPAL (x)UR'I'l 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

Zbcourts, ,13 judges 
January 1, 1978 to DecE!llber 31, 1978 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Civil/ small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil .................................. ": .................. . 

TO,tal criminal ...........•.... ? •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Grand total ...................................................... 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A -

Filed 

18,267 

18,267 

x 

x 

135,350 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be includ'ld in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

Municipal Courts have exclusive jurisd,iction in cases involving violations of local ordinances. 
bparticular court or -reporting system information: 

The two Municipal Courts are located in Omaha and Lincoln. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 

Disposed ' End 
pending 

N/A NlA 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A NfA 

c-? 
Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska l<-'~d' hincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report except 

that totals have be2n computed where necessary. 

Juveni1e: 

NEBRASKA SEPAIIATE .lUVE!iILE (x)URT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

3b courts, 4 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Dec","ber/Jl, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

II 

Total juvenile .,' ••••••••••••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••• ; •• N/A 

Filed 

1,727 

1,727 

Ii 
E~ Disposed 

pending 

----::'-
, 'il N/A ' I 
"A 
'~\I . 

N/A N/A 

I 
'j 
\ " 

1 
:j', 

Ii 
" t 

,8 

(./ 'I") 

~- II :'!/ ,,- liD i \ I 
,~" 

iJ 
!i 
'it 

Civild : 
Appeal: 

NEBRASKA i«lRlOOlN i S (x)Hl'ENSATION (x)URT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 5 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Appeal of administrative ogeney case: 
Disputed claims ••••••••• ',' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 
Total civil ...................................................... 

Grand total ..•.•.......•....••. ",~", ." •..•.•...•...........••.•• 
N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data ar~, unavAilable. 

dense definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a" petition or complaint. 
kAdditional information: 

297 

\; 

Filed Disposedk ,End 
pending 

~ ....J!lA ....J!lA 
796 N/A N/A 

796k 
N/A N/A 

"There were 855 Original and settlement hearings, 144 rehearings held and settled, and 13 cases appealed to the Supreme Court. The number " of cases disposed is unknown. 

Source: 
Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1978 (Lincoln, Nebraska). 
tha~t totals nave been computed where necessary. 

i· ,\ 

/) 

Statistics are from the annual report except 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. i '" 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailabl,e. 

bparticular CO\lrt or reporting system information: 

There are three separate Juvenile Courts in Nebraska, located in Douglas County, Lancaster County, and Sarpy County. The Juvenile Court in 
Sarpy County began operations in February, 1977. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, The Courts of Nebraska 1978 (Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics are from the annual report except 
',:'/ that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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I, 

NEVADA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

t 
JUSTICE COURT (54)* 
54 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction'! 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

'--Appellate jurisdiction over equity, law 

"t' -"(over $300), and all other civil not given to a lower court, and questions 
" of law in criminal cases of District 

'" Court. " 
, - Certiorari review of cases originating 

injustice and Municipal Courts and 
appealed to District Court. 

l 

DISTRICT COURT (9) 
25judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original jurisdiction in equity, law, 

probate, mentally ill. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greater 

than $500, sentence greater than 
6 months.) 

- Juvenile, adults in relation to Juveniles. 
Appeals are trial de novo. 
Jury trials. 

t 

o 

MUNICIPAL COURT (15)* 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: ' 
- Civil when less than $300 and incident -Civil actions under $300 except 

title realty or mining claim. 
-Misdemeanors with fine under $500 
and/or sentences under 6 months. 

to a criminal case and the plaintiff 
is the city. . 

- Municipal ordinance violations. 
- Municipal ordinances, misdemeanors 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

with fine under $500 and/or sentence 
tinder 6 months. 

'Nine justices of the peace also serve as Municipal Court judges. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court. of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited " 

'jurisdiction 

I', 
I' 

t 
.r 

II j 

NEVADA SUPREME OOORT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 
Criminal .......................................................................................... i' / ......... .. 

Postconviction remedy: q 

POBteonvictlon ............................................................................................ .. 
~einBtated ........... " ..................................... ',' 

Total ........................................................ . 
Total appeals .................................................. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisiction: 
Habeas' corpus .......................................................................................... .. 
,Mandamus ................................................................................................ .. 
Prohibition ........... , ....... " ........................... . 
Quo warranto ........................................................................ . 
Certiorarij ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Exc~ptions 'I; .................................................................... ;, .... .. 

Motions ............................................................... 'I' ..... . 
Total. ................................ ; ...... ;~ ............ .. 

Disciplinary matters: 
Bar .................................................................. e. 

Total ............ ~\ ...................................................................................... . 
Requests to appeal ........................................... I' .................. _ ........ . 

Total ;other cases ...................................................... t .................... ~ .. .. 

Total cases .................................................................................................... . 
\) 

O,ther proceedings: 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

--X 

467 f 

Rehearing requests ............................................. __ 1_1 

Total other proceedings .................................................................. .. 

Filed 

252 
548j 

241 
12 
36 

'"'836 

18 
33 
30 
o 
8 
8 

60 
157 

38 
195 

--9 

1,031 

Disposed 

X 

x' 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X;. 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

--X 

831 

731 

731 

299 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

--X 

667 

__ 61 

61 

~nner of disposition Disposition of appealsl Status of pending cases (12/31/78) 

Written opinion .......... 229m 
Consolidated ............. 8 
Dismissed by order ••••••• 596 

Affirmed 
Reversed ................................ .. 
Affirmed in part ......... . 
Writs granted ........... .. 
Writs denied .............. 'j, ....... .. 
Other .................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the N(}SP. 

145 
50 
18 
4 
8 
6 

Set or assigned • ~ ............ .. 
Under submiss;i.on ................. .. 
Other ................... .. 

Blank space a Not enOUgh information is known. The category mayor may DOt be handled by the court. 
X a The data for this case type are known to be inclUded in the total but were not available by category. 

512 
93 
62 

fBaginnin'g pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Data is as reported by the cour; administrative office. Ii',igures were revised based on the results of a ~hysical. inventory performed during 

the year. ' 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Included in the crillinsl appenls filed figure are 341 pretrial habeas corpus appeals. They are direct appeals to this court from ,.the 
granting or denial of origi!lal habeas proceedings in the District Courts. 

Certiorari cases in this court are original proceedings for revie". 
lSpec1al SOurce or"revision in the data: 

Figures for other proceedings, disposition of appeal .. , and other corrections "ere supplied by the clerk of court during data verification. 
mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Written opinion i~cludes both' signed and per curiam opinions. Two of the written opinions did not dispose of case.f~ 
. 0 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals have 
been computed "here necessary, and additions and corrections were supplied by tlie clerk of the court during data verificatt.>n. 
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NF.V ADA DISTRICT WORTi 
Court of geueral jur.lsdiction 

9 districts, 25c judges 
January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil actions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11/ A 
Domestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce actions '............................................ N/A 

SUPPOl:t/custody: 
Reciprocal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/ A 

Adoptions.................................................... N/A 
Total......................................................... N/A 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Pl:obate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship/ conservatorship/ trusteeship: 

Guardianship •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _. 
Total ................•.•..............•........•...••.....•.. •. ,l 

Mental health: 
Inebriate matters ............................................. . 
Insanity matters ..••....................•..••.•........ '1: •••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
() Other civil: 
'" Hiscellaneous matters ....................................... . 

',: 

Total civil 

CriJdnal d: 
Felony/misdemeanor: 

Criminal actions •• .' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• ;' •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

JU'O'enile: 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NJA 

N/A 

N/A 

Grand totali •••••••• ,............................................ N/A 

Civil: (> 

Law •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Da.estic relations: 

Marriage dissolution •......•..... 
Total ..•••.•.....•.......•....... ",,\I.. 

Cr:lmina1: 
Felony/misdemeanor ••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••• .' ••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the. NCSP. 
N/A = This ease type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

)i - = Not applicable. 

cJudge information: 

68 

68 

52 
120 

Filed \ 

3,3871 

3,763i 

881i 
146i 

4,792 i 

374 i 

107i 
481i 

Oi 
115i 

115i 

~i' 

9,038i 

Non-jury 

833 

144 
977 

525 
1,502 

i-' 

;:> 

Disposed End 
" Jending 

") 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A dI/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

~ t. 
901 

144 

,.!)l: 
1/ ;" 

1,045 

577 
1,622 

The second district has 7 judges and is located in Washoe County (Carson City and Reno). Data were av"t;llable only for only this district. 
There are a total of 25 judges in the 9 districts statewide. 

dCase definit.ion or unit of<,1 count: !r ~\ 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case u';it of count is the number of defendants on \~he information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jUn' trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury;', trial is counted if tried to decision. " 

inata are not; complete: ).\ 
Data were availale for only one district: the second district (I/ashoe County). Thi~ county contains approximately one-quarter of the total 

state population. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the clerk of the 2nd District Court. Statistics are taken" from the unpublished data except that totals 
we~e computed where necessary. 

=,==========~=-====-=-=------~-------------------------------------
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NEVADA JUSTICE roUB.T 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

54 courts, 54 justices of the peace 
Jsnuary 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Ther!; were no data available for cases handled in the Justice Court for 1978. 

!I 
NEVADA !IlJHICIPAL WORT 

Court of limited jurisd:1c tion 
15 courts, 15 judges 

January I, 1978 to December 3~, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1978. 
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NE\r7 HAMPSHIRE COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

= 

Civil 

C '~ I flI.ma 

DISTRICT COURT (41) 
8 full-tim ... .:is part-time, and 
41 special justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $3,000 (no title 

to real property). Small claims (if 
no Municipal Court). 

- Misdemeanors, Violations, probable 
cause hearings for felonies. 

'- juvenile. 
No jury trials. 

Indicates route of Hppe~l. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
jurlisdiction:" , 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 
- Original jurisdiction for issuance 

of extraordinary writs and super
intendence of lower courts. 

, 

SUPERIOR COURT (10) 
15 justices 
Jurisdiction: ,. 
- Civil actions over $.500, tille to real 

property, equity, divorce, support, 
alimony. 

- Felonies. 
Appeals de novo on misdemeanors and 

viola tions. 

jury trials. 

Civi 

MUNICIPAL COURT (IS) 
15 part-time and 5 special justices 
jurisdiction: 

, - Landlord and tenant cases, and small 
claims not exceeding $500 (no title 
to real prope~ty). 

- Misdemeanors, violations, probable 
cause hearings for felonies. 

- juvenile. 

No jury trials, 

PROBATE COURT (10) 
10 judg~s 
jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive probate, adoption, 

guardianship, and conservatorship 
jurisdiction. 

No jury trials. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

JI ;; 
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NEW IlAllPSHIRE. SUPREIIK <Xlllllr 
CourL of last resort 

5 justices 
August I, 1977 to July 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil and, criainal .......................................... . 
Appeal of adainistrative agency case ....................... .. 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other' cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction, 
Original cases filed .................................... . 
Certific"tion of questions under Rule 20 ................ . 

Total .................................................... . 
Advisory opiniOns ......................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal .......................................... . 

Total other cases .................................................................. ,. .................... .. 

To tal cas es ..... e" ............ " ................................................................................. .. 

Manner of disposition 

ii'y opinion ••••••••••••••• 235 

Boldface headings i';dicate the classifications used by tha NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

~ 

169 

Filed Disposed 

252 X 
20 X --zn --X-

34 X 
0 X 

34 X 
4 X 

38 X 

~ --X 

310 318 

Time interval (average days) 

Filing to opiniou •••••••••• 173h 
Filing to oral argument '" 92 
Oral argument to opi nion.. 81 

Blank space - N!lt enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by ,the court. 
X m The data for this cas" type are'O known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

hFigure was computed: 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

--X 

161 

Average days from filing to opinion was computed by summing ,average days from filing to oral argument and 'from oral argument to opinion. 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Seventeenth Biennial Report cf the Judicial Council of the State, of New Hampshire covering periods August 
1, 1976-July 31, 1977, and Augost 1, 1977-July 31, 1978 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1978). Statistics are ,from the biennial"report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

i\, 
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NEW IIAlIPSHIRE SOPERIOIl <Xlllllr 
Court of general jurisdiction 

10 courts, 15 justices 
August I, 1977 to July 31, 1978 

CivUd: 
Law: 

ActIons at law ............................................................................................ .. 
Equity: 

Equitable actions and petitions ............................. . 
Domestic re1ationa: 

Harriage dissolution: 
Marital cases .... t, ...................................................... ! ............................ .. 

Marital cases brought forward for further orders ••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal: 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Probate appeals .......................................... \'; ....................... ',. ................ .. 

Total civil 

CriDinald : 
Felony/Disde8eanor: 

Indictments ............................ " .................................................................... .. 
Informations ............................................... .. 
Complaints .................................................. . 
Cases brought forward for further orders ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Appeal ............................ ,,cc ........................... . 

Total criminal 

Grand total ................................................................................. ~ ....................... .. 

Triald 

Beginning 
pending 

9,509 

2,631 

5,182 
2,286 
7,468 

---E.. 
19,640 

2,476f 
26 
52f 

412 
2,966f 
2,517 

5,483 f 

25,123f 

Filed Disposed 

6,422 6,350h 

3,057 2,552h 

6,453h 
3,597h 

6,3;;7 
3,640 
9,997 10,050 

__ 3 __ 8h 

19,479 18,960 

3,095h 
404h 

2,655 
395 
156 19lh 
689 47th 

4,161h 
2,417h 

3,895 

~ 

7,136 6,578 

26,615 25,538 

" 
Jury Non-jury,:, Total Criminal dispositions 

Civil: 
Law .................... 227 704 931 Guilty plea or nolo contendere ••••••• 2,897 
Equiry ................ ,. X X X Nolle prosse ......................... 1,307 
Domestic re1ationa . ..... 401 401 Otherwise disposed ................... 1,754 
Appeal ................. X X X 

Total ................... 242 2,180 2,422 
Criminal ...... "' .......... 415 205 620 

Grand total ............... 657 2,385 3,042 

Bold:!'ace headings indicate the classifications,. used by the NCSP. 
X = ,The data for this case type are known to be included in the' total but were not available by category. 
- - Not aV,ailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is not cOunted in the same way throughout the state. 
The. criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 
A trial is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year. 
Figures are as reported in" the biennial report. 

hFigures Were calculated: 
Dispositions were calculated by category from available filing and pending data • 

. ' 

303 

End 
-pending 

9,581 

3,136 

5,086 
2,329 
7,415 

-.-ll... 
20,159 

2,036 
17 
17 

630 
2,700 
3,341 

6,041 

26,200 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Seventeenth Biennial Report of the Judicial Council of the State of New Hampshire covering periods 
August 1, 1976-July 31, 1977, and August 1, 1977-July 31, 1978 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1978).,· Statistics are from the biennial 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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lmll HAlll'SIIIRK DISTRICT mORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

41 cuurts: 8 full-time, 35 part-time, aDd 41 special justices 
July 1, 1977 to June 31, 1978 

Child: 
Saall. ,c:laims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Landlord and tenant •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writ: ' 

Civil writs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •• , ••••••••• 

Total civil ............. ~ ...................................... . 
<r---:·:·' 

Hisde.eanor ..• ·i •••••••••••••• • , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Preliminary hearing .................. ,,, ••••••••• ",i' ...... " .. . 

Total criminal • • • • • • • • • • • • <t • • • • • • • • • • • • .)~. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Traffic: 
Other traffic: violation: 

Violations (including traffic violations) .. "0 ......... " ..... 

Total traffic ..................................................... 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Delinquent children ••••••• , ....... " ...... "." .. "." •• "". 
Statu" offense: ' 

Persons in need of s\lpervision ............................... . 
lIon-offense: 

Neglected children ." ••••• """"".",, •• " ........... '."". 

Total juvenile .................................................... 

Grand total ........................................................ 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

--1!lA 
N/A 

N/A 

-1!.f!:. 
N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

-1!.f!:. 
N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were 

dease definition or unit of count: " 
A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 

" 

Filed 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

-1!.f!:. 
N/A 

N/A 

--1!lA 
N/A 

--1!lA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A, 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

not ava,ilable' by category. 

Disposed End 
pending 

22,.114 N/A 

1,996 NtA 

4,764 --1!lA 
28,874 'NI.A 

30,120 N/A 
3,052 -1!.f!:. 

33,172 N/A 

143,216 --1!lA 
143,216 N/A 

5,066 N/A 

512 N/A 

455 --.l!L4. --,-,-
6,,033 

" __ 1 

N/A 

211,295 N/A 

SOllrce: Chairman, Judicial Council, Seventeench Biennial Report 
I, 1976-July 31, 1977, and August I, ,1977-July 31, 1978 
e.xcept that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Co " 
of the Judicial Council of the State of 'New Hamnshire covering periods August 
(ConcQrd, New HampShire: 1978). Statistics are from the biennial report 
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NEW IWIl'SBIRE PROBATE mORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

10 courts, 10 judges 
Jul.y I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Child, . 
Domes tic rela tions: 

Beginning 
pending 

Adoption ••• ' ••••••••••••••••••• ,..... ••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Other domestic relations: 

Marriage waivers granted ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Othed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,................. N/A 
Total......................................................... N/A 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Will allowed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Will authenticity •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;, ••••••••••••••• 
Administrations allowed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Voluntary administrations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Inheritance tax .......•....•....•..••.•..........•........• 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Guardianship/conserv£.torship/trusteeship: 

Guardians appointed .•.•••...•...••..•..... . Ij ••••••••••••••• 
Conservators appointed ....•.......•..•...•.....••......•... 
Trustees appointed .......••..•..•...•.•.•.•..•..•.......•.. 
Successor custodian ...•...••••••••.•.•.........•..•.•.•...• 
Accounts allowed .•.•.••...•.•.••........•...........•.....• 

Total .... : ................................................ .. 
Other estate: 

Death certif:f.cate •••.......•...••.•.......•..•.•..•...•.... 
Inquiaitions .•..•.. ~~\ .•.•...••.......••.....••.••••..•.•... 

Total .•...•.•.•.••.....•.••••............•...••...... ~ ..... . 
Total ............ __ .............. ,,, ....... ,," •• " ..... "" .. .. 

Mental health: 
Involuntary commitments ........•.••...••........••.....•....•. 

Other civil: 
Change of name ...•..•....•••.•..••.. F'~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil • ••••••••••••• ' ••••• !> ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

o 
Grand total •......•....•.•.........••.......•....•.......•...•... 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 
NtA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A D 1his case type is handled by the court, but the'data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civiL case is not counted in the same "ay thro!lghout the 

jExplanation of data included in the categor,: 

Filed 

742 

,,1,778 
247 

2,025 
2,767 

2,775 
233 

1,158 
600 

47 
4,813 

519 
171 
173 

1 
G,981 
7,845 

98 
263 
361 

13,019 

(j) 

16,288 

16,288 

(( 

Disposed 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A, 
N/A 

N/A 

_N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

305 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/ 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A. 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

,,3/A 

"Other" classified under other domestic relations includes 
(mental health) cases. The data were entered under the 
dghts caaes made up the majodty of the volume. 

relinquishments and termination of parent';l rights and invuluntary commitments 
domest::lc relations category dnce the relinquishment and termination of parental 

Sources: Chairman, Judicial Council, Seventeenth Biennial Repurt of the Judicial Council of tlie State of New Hampshire covering periods 
August 1" 1976-, July 31, 1977, and AUguS,t 1" 1977-July 31, 1978 (con, cord, N,\,\ Hampshire: 1978). Statistics are from the biennial 
repot:t except that "!:otals have been co~put~d where. necessary., V 

" >-
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NEW IlAHl'SHIRE HUNICIPAL mORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

15 courts: 15 part-time aad 5 special justices 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A .................................................... 
Real property rights: 

Landlord and tenant ••••••••••••• ,............................ NI A 

Total civil ....................................................... 
Criminald : 

Misdemeanor ..................................................... . 
Preliminary hearing •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ................................................... 
Traffic: 

Other traffic violation: 
Violations (including traffic violations) 

Total traffic ........ -........................ ,. .................. . 
Juvenile: 

Criminal-type offense: 

N/A 

NtA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Delinquent children •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Status offense: " 

Person in need of supervision .................................... N/ A 
Non-offense: 

Neglected children ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

,. Total juvenile .................................................... 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface heading" indicate the classifications used by the NCSt'. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable .• 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is not counted in the same way throughout the state. 
The criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. 

Filed 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/~ 
N/A 

NtA 

NtA 

N/A 

H/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A· 

N/A 

Disposed End 
pending 

702 N/A 

__ 8 N/A 

710 N/A 

887 N/A 
-.!!. N/A 

974 N/A 

7,824 N/A 

7,824 N/A 

292 N/A 

26 NtA 

-..!l NtA 

333 N/A 

9,841 N/A 

Source: Chairman, Judicial Council, Seventeenth Biennial Report of the Judicial Council of the State of New Hampshire covering periods 
August 1, 1976-July 31, 1977, and August I, 1977-July 31, 1978 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1978). Statistics are from the biennial 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

f;~ 
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NEW JERSEY COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

i) 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices authorized 
Jurisdiction: .. . 
- Final appeal in constitutional questions, 

capital cases, certifications, dissents 
in Appellate Division, and as provided 
bylaw . 

APPELL A TE DIVISION OF 
SUPERIOR COURT 
22 judges authorized 

(1 serves as acting administl'ative 
directur of the courts.) 

Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from lower courts except 

Municipal Courts and from adminis
trative agencies except Wage and 
Hour Section of Labor and Industry. 

__ --....L.-4_---, ~ 
SUPERIOR COURT: LAW 
DIVISION AND CHANCERY 
DIVISION (21) 

COUNTY COURT (21) 
108 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction in civil cases 

over $3,000. Contested probate. 
Adoptions. 

98 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 

,~ -Law Division hears civil cases. 
Chancery Division hears general 
equity, matrimonial, prob~te. 

-Law Division hears criminal cases. 

- General jurisdiction in criminal cases. 
Appeals in bastardy proceedings 

and appeals from Municipal Courts 
and Wage and Hour Section of Labor 
and Industry. Jury trials in Law Division. 

___..----I+L.-__ =_ 

I 
COUNTY DISTRICT 
COURT (21) 
39 ju.dges th i.pel ilU or . __ .. 
Jurisdicti on: 

cl and torI under $3/000, - Contra 
landlor 
bastard 

d and tenant, small claims, 
y pro~eedings. ' 
rimina\, traffic, ordinance 
ns. Concurrent criminal and 

- Minorc 
violatio 
'quasi-c 
Munid 

riminal jurisdiction with 
pal Courts. 

Jury trial s. 

f 

Jur}' I.~ials. 

...,71 U a .'v •. ___ 
Jurisdiction: ' 
-Domestic relations (except divorce). 
Adoption. . 

-Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

~ ~+ 

MUNICIPAL COURT (528) SURROGATES (21) 
21 surrogates . ;-f"',~ 360 judges " 
Jurisdiction: ;/' II Jurisdiction: 
- Uncontested'probate. .. - Bastardy proceedings. 
Serve as Clerk of Proba te Division of - Probable caus\! hearings on 

County Court. indictable offenses. Traffic, 
minor criminal, ordinance viola-

I l 

tions, fish and game, and navigation 
violations. 

-;: No jury trials. 

l· Indicates route of aPpeal. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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NEW JER.~KY SUPREKK OOURT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
SepteJllber 1. 1977 to August 31. 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

civil: 
Civil categories •••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Crilllinal. •••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeals of adlrlnistrative agency case: '\\ 

State agencies or authorities •••••••••••••••••• 1\ ••••••••••• 
Cases consolidated or disposed before argument ............... . 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • )f ......... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Disciplinary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appealj: 

Petitions for certification ............................... . 
Motion for direct certification ........................... . 
Motions for leave to appeal ., ............................ .. 

Total ........................ ; ................ , ........... '; .. 
Total other cases ............................... '~ ............ .. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

34 

183 
(j) 
(j) 
183i 

---zITi 

Filed 

X X)e 
X x)e 

X X)e 
X ( X)e 

86 (107)e 

866 
(j) 
(j) 
866 i 
930 i 

Ie' 

Disposed 

,c,lOl 
31 

29 
57 

218 

66 

616 ( 82)e 
122 ( 15)e 

56 ( 10)e 
794 (107)e 

-a6li(T07)e 

f.nd 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
X 

---m-

32 

351 
(j) 
(j) i 
351 
~ 

;" ------------------------------------------
Total cases .••..•...• .......•...................•...•....•........ 1,078 (107)e 534i g 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ...................................... ~ ...... , X X 45 X 
Other matters: 

Motions and other petitions ................................ .. X 

119j 

___ X 

l,129j 

~ X 

Total other proceedings 

Manner of dispositionm 

Written opinion ...................... 81m 
Per curiam ........................... 68 

Status of pending cases (8/31/78) 

Not yet perfected .................... 43 
Perfected and ready for argument ••••• 80 
Held for further argumEnt •••••••••••• 1 
Argued but not decided ............... 27 

Age of pending cases (8/31/78) 

Under 2 months ."........... 24 
2 to 5 months ............. 61 
'5 to 8 months ............. 25 
8 to 12 months ............ 16 
12 to 14 months ........... ,5 
14 to 17 months ........... 5 
17 to 20 months ........... 5 
Over 20 months ............ 10 

Tim~ intervals (mortths/days) 

Judgment below to notice of appeal or granting of certification •••••••••••• 
Notice of appeal or granting of certification to perfection •••••••••••••••• 
Perfection to argument .•...•......... .o ................. O'O'O'.o.o ....... O' •• .o.o • .o.O'.O'O' ... O' 

Argument to decision ............................... ; ...................... .. 
Notice of appe:ll or granting of certification to decision , .... .o .. .o .... .o.o ~ -T~"" .. .. 
Perfec.,tion to qecieicn ...................... O' ........... O' .... .:. CO" ~ ....................... ~ ~ f ~ ~ .......... ' .... ~ s 

Boldface headings .indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A a This case tiPe is handled by the court, but the data are unavoidable. 

867 

Disposition of appeals 

Affirmed 
Reversed 
Modified 
Reversed end remanded •••••••••••• 
Affirmed and reversed, 1n part ••••• 
Remanded 
Dismissed after argument ••••••••• 
Dismissed before argument ........ 
Remanded befo,e argument ••••••••• 
Consolidated with certification •• 
Decided without argument 

Nean 
JTO 
3/10 
6/ 0 
4/ 8 

13/16 
10/ 7 

Median 
--m4 

2/ 7 
5/26 
3/ 9 

12;28 
9116 

X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not avaibble by category. 

178 

62 
35 
11 
36 

7 
2 

11 
38 

6 
2 
8 

eCases not included in the total to avoid d?uble countin!'.': 
Bequests to appeal when granted are not counted as disposed until the resulting appeal is disposed; a now filing is not counted "for the 

resulting appeal. These granted requests to appeal are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispOSitions: 

Figures" are. as given in the annual report. 
iData are not complete: 

Filing and pending data for motiolls for direct certification and motions for leave to appeal could not be separated from other motions and 
other petitions data. These numbers are not included in total requests to appeal, total other cases, or total cll,ses filed or pending 
figures. \\ () 

jExplanation of data i!lcluded in the category: 
Filing and p~nding figures reported for total other proceedings include motions (i.'r direct certification and motions for leave to appeal. 

Disposition data for these two categories are available separately and are, liste'd on the appropriate lines under the requests to appeal 
headi!lg above. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial, data: 
The 81 written opinions and 68 per curiam opinions disposed of 151 appeals and 20 disciplinnry matters. 
There·were also 25 concurring, 49 dissenting, and 12 concurring in part, dissenting in part opinions written. 

S.ource: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1977-78 (Trenton, ,Ne.., Jersey: 1979). Source of clise data is available. 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW JERSEY APPELLAlE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR COURT 
Intermediate appellate court 

2lc judges 
September 1, 1977 to August 31. ,,1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Cr1rdnal .................................................... . 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

State agencies ............................................ . 
Tot:al appeals.~ ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ....................................... .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Leave to appeal .... O' ...................... ~ ............................................ f' .. . 

Total other cases ..................... O' ......... e· .................... .o ..... .. 

Total casesk 

Other proceedings: c', 
Rehearing requests ........... O' .. O' .......... .. '~i .............. ..................... .. 
Other matters: 

Motions and petitions ............... , ........................ . 

~\ 
Total other proceedings ....................................... .. 

Manner of disposition 

Published opinions ••••••••••• 
Pe" cnriem .................. . 
Dtsmissed (opinion) •••••••••• 
Transfersm ......................... . 
Dismissal/Yithdrawal ••••••••• 

300m 

2,600m 
U8 

13 
1,709 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

Filed 

, 2,197h 
1,775 

1,33\ 
5,306 

7!i2 
792 

6,098 

147 

3,654 

3,801 

Disposed 

.~ 

x 
X 

856 
856 

5,610 

151 

3,867 

4,018 

Disposition of appeals 

"Affirmed 
Reversed ........................ .. 
Remanded ..................... . 
Certifications ............... . 

"Modified ..................... . 
Dismissed (opinion) •••••••••• 

2,042 
538 

36 
13 

298 
Uti 

Time interval (months/days) Age of pending caDes (8/31/78) Status of pending cases 1,(8/31i78) 

Judgment below to notice of appeal ••••••• 
Date of appeal to perfected ............ .. 
Perfecr.ed to argued or submitted ••••••••• 
Argued or submitted to decided ••••••••••• 
Date of appeal to decideC! ........... , ," .. 
Perfected to decided ................ ~ .. .. 

1/11 
8/23 
4/ 9 
0/'2.9 

12/ 8 
5/ 8 

1/10 
7/10 
4/ 3 
0/17 

11/12 
4/26 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Un!!er 2 months ..... "'~.~ 917 
2 to 5 months ....... ~ 1,297 
5 to 8 months ....... 1,044 
8 to 12 months ...... 1,020 
12 to 14 months 503 
14 to 17 months ••••• 576 
17 to 20 months ..... 329 
Over 20 mon ths ...... 507 

e" 

Not yet perfected ••••••••• 
Perfected and ready 

for calendaring ••••••••• 
Submitted but not decided • 
Argued but not decided •••• 

Blank space a Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X - The dat.a for this ~ase type are kl\Own to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
Thera ara 22 judges authorized in thi:; cu~i't-, out 1 judge. .a~!,ved as .the acting' administrative director of the courts. 

fBe.B-inning pending f1~ure I.or the 1.978 court yea:: dOeii t'tU~ tqunl the ·e!td pendi:ng figure for the 1977 court year: 

4,438 

~,706 
17 
3'2. 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

6,224 

13 

--1QL 

220 

The difference is due to adjustments made ,by the clerk of the court co the co=pu~"rize~ docketing control system. Figures are as given in 
the annual report. ' ' 

hFigure was computed: 
Civil appeals filed were computed by subtracting the number of cr!lAinal ,up peals and appeals of adrdnistrative' ~agency ","ses filed from the 
, number of tO~Al., appeals filed. 

kAdditional :l!tfOr1lllLt'!on: 
Total appeals fiied and disposed include 13 certifications by th', Supreme Court before calendaring by the Appell!lte Divihon. 

mInformation on disposition tYPe or trial data: " 
There were also 11 concurring and 26 dissenting opinions filed. 
Transfers are cases transferred to the Supreme Court by certif1.cation. 
The 2,9,90 opinions disposed of 3,032 cases. 

Source: Administrat~ve Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1977-78 (Trenton, New J'ersey: 1979). Source of case data is available. 
Statistics are from the s,nnual report except that totals hav" been computed where necessary. 
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NEIl JERSEY SlJPl!lUOR OlUilT (LAW DIVISION 
aDd CHANCERY DIVISION) aod COIINIY 0l1lllT 

Court of general jurisdiction 
21 couoties, 206 judges authorized 

September I, 1977 to August 31, 1978 

Civild : 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed Defendants 

Tort: 
Auto tort: 

Auto negligence ••••••••••••••••••••••••• <~ •••••••••••••••••• 
Otber tort: 

Other--Law Division .•••••••••••.••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................ 'i., •••••••••••••••• 
~=ii~' ;~~~~.;,;; .................. " ........................ . 

Harriage dissolutiou: 
Matrimonialj Adoption: .................... • :; ..................................... . 

Adoption (contested) ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Adoption (uncontested) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total 

Estate (~~~~~;. ~~~;~);······ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• i •••••••• 

Probate/wills/iotestate: 
Wills and adminis tra tion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Accounting ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total " 
Guard~;';';i~~';';;~~~~;;;';';i~~~;;~;';';;"""""""""" • 

O 
AbPPointment of guardians for incompetents ................... . 

t er estate: 
Other probate matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civilj ..................................................... 

CriJainal d: 
Felony: 

23,200f 

29,895f 
53,095 

2,486 

6,961f 

x 
o 
X 

6,961fi 

X 
X 
X 

o 

X 
___ X 

62,819f 

17,275 

22,958 
40,233 

4,023 

27,371 

30 
1,702 
1,732 

29,103 

215 
153 
368 

411 

199 

~ 

74,337 

16,636 

21,031 
37,667 

3,704 

26,483 

X 
1,702 

X 
28,185i 

X 
X 
X 

411 

X 
_,, __ X_ 

70,579 

_0 

Indictments and accusations ................ oo ........................... . 

Appeal (County Ceurt) ......................................... . 
Extraordinary writ: 

29,947 f 
580f 

24,311'1; 
2,554 

22,926 
2,486 

28,779 
N/A 

Postconviction reli,~f ............................................ . 

Total criminal 

__ 5_7f 
-l!!A ~ 239 ---., ................................................... 3.0,584f 27,084 25,651 N/A 

Grand total .......................................... ' ........... . 93,403 f 101,421 96,230 NIA 

Triald 

Criminal dispositions 
Civil: 

Tort: 
Auto tort .oooo ............ . 

Other tort ............ .. 
Total .................. .. 

Equity ................... . 
Doaestic relations: 

Harriage diasolution •••• 
Adoption ............... . 

Total ................... . 
Escate ................... . 

Total .................... .. 
CriJd.nal: 

Felony ................... . 
Grand total ................ .. 

1,226 
1,326 
2,552 

o 

2,552 

2,360 
4,912 

91 
1,197 
1,288 

862 

9,349 
X 
X 
X 

12,111 

462 
12,573 

1,317 
2,523 
3,840 

862 

9,349 
X 
X 
X 

14,663 

2,822 
17,485 

Civil dispOSitions 

In court 
Contested Uncontested 

Dismissed 
, or dia

Settled continued 

Settled, 
dismissed, 
or dis

continued 

Felony: 
Jury trial: 

Conviction .............. . 
Acq\littal .............. .. 
G,!ilty or non vult plea .. 
DiSmissal ........... ~ ... . 
Conditional ,discharge .. .. 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction ................ oo. 
Acquittal ............... . 
GuiltY- or non vult plea •• 
Dismissal .............. .. 
Conditional discharge .. .. 

Total trial: 
Conviction ..................... . 
Acquittal ............... . 
Guil t)' or non vul t plea •• 
Dismissal ........... ~ ••••••. ~ 
ponditional discl)arge •••• 

"Guilty or non vult 
plea without trial ...... i~. 

Tort: Dismisoal without 0 trial •••• 
Auto tort ............ N/A N/A X X 14,380 439 C:;'diti9na1 discharge 
Otber tort ........... N/A II/A X X 0 17,489 1,019 E th~ut trial ........... .. 

Total........ ......... N/A NIA X X '32,369' 1,458 >:traor inary writ: 

1,291 
785 
189 
66 
29 

150 
284 

9 
18 

1 

1,441 
1,069 

~ 198 
84 

" 30 

12,302 
7,685 

117 

Equity ................. NIA N/A 1,531 Petit!o.n summarily 
Da.estic retaUlJns: 882 2,413 429 disP9sed ..... ,............ 88 

Harriage dissulution. 9,349 16,663 25 443 No relief granted ..... "," • 133 ' 
__________________________________________________ ~ ______________ ~4_6_8 ______ ~3 ________ ~S=0=m=e~r~e:l:1:ef~g~r~a~n~t~e:d~~~~~ __ ~18 

End 
pending 

23,839, 

31,822 
55,661 

\\ 

2,805 

7,849 

'X 
o 
X 

7,849 i 

X 
X 
X 

o 

X 
__ X_ 

66,577 

31,332k 
648 

__ 3_7 

32,017 

~ 98,594,,-, 

Defen2' '~ts 
--',r 

t' 
,1,567 
1,028 

~39 
'86 

• 38 

176 
327 

13 
21 

1 

1,743 
1,355 

252 
107 

39 

15,191 
9,948 

1.44 

,;; 

\1 
Ii 

'i,\' " :1 

,. 
f 

<, 

Tort: 
Auto tort: 

Complaint to trial •••••• 
Otber tort: 

Complaint to trial •••••• 
Total: 

Complaint to answer •••••• 
Answer to pretrial •••• ," •• 
Pretrial to trial ••••.•••• 
Complaint to trial ••••••• 

Time intervaln (month/days) 

Jury Non- jury All trial cases 
Number Mean ~ Number Mean ~ Number Mean Median 

131 

166 

297 
297 
297 
297 

26/5 

26il 

2/12 
15/13 

11/4 
26/3 

25/3 

25/10 

1/22 
13/10 

6/21 
25/6 

77 

84 
84 
84 
84 

28/2 

20/26 

2/7 
8/23 

7/3 
21/14 

28/17 

21/7 

1/7 
3/11 
4/23 
21/7 

138 

243 

381 
381 
381 

'381 

26/8 

24/12 

2/11 
13/4 
9/23 
25/2 

25/4 

24/18 

1/19 
13/6 
6/14 

24/25 

311 

Defendanta for whom trials commenced 
Defendants who retracted 

a plea of not guilty 

Criainal.: 
Murder ....... . 
Other ...... .. 

Total 

15 
339 
354 

Indictment or 
accusation to 
first plea 

0/29 
2/5 
2/3 

0/23 
0/25 
0/24 

Not guilty plea 
to trial or 
guilty plea 

5/25 
9/3 

8/29 

3/14 
5/27 
5/25 

Indictment or 
accusation to 
commencement 

of trial 

6/24 
11/8 
11/2 

5/14 
8/19 

8/7 

11 
1,119 
1,130 

Age of pending casesn (months) 

Under 6 months •••••• 
6+ to'.I12 montha ..... 
12+ to 18 months 
18+ to 24 months •••• 
24+ to 36 months •••• 
Over 36 months •••••• 

Otber 
tort 

6,830 
8,550 
7,550 
4,426 
.3,414 

450 

Auto 
~ 

4,535 
6,706 
5,974 
3,629 
2,420 

313 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Harriage 
~ dissolution 

1,501 
833 
238 
111 

88 
'34 

2,883 
2,402 
1,475 

696 
295 

98 

N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Indictment or 
accusation -to 
firat plea 

Not guilty 
plea to 

retraction 

0/16 
1/29 
1/29 

149 
53 
60 

(n) 
(n) 
(n) 

0/18 
0/27 
0/26 

4/3 
7/6 
7/6 

10,531 
6,198 
3,747 
2,278 
3,119 
5,459 

2/13 
4/3 
4/3 

X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
- • Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil,.· .. ae is counted when it is placed on the calendar (has reached issue). 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or i,~dictments. " 
A jury trial 1s c;ounted when the fir .• t juror is drawn. , , 

Indictment or 
accusation to 
retraction 

4/20 
9/6 
9/5 

2/28 
5/19 
5/18 

A non-jury trial'1s counted at' the p~int when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 dlurt year does not equal the end pend1ng figure for the 1977 court year: 

Th10 ia because of recounts by the ccl;~nties resulting from their periodic physical invento,ies and the discovery of other reporting errors 
by the count~es during' the course ~f the year. 

iData are not complete: '\ 
Total pending figures for dOlll!atie relat!o!'v include only matrimonial cases. They do not include pending contested adoption cases. 
Total disposed for do.estie relations includes matrimonial and unconteated adoption, but not contested adoption 'cases. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Hat<~imonial includes d~vorce, maintenance, nullity, adoption,~ustody, matrimonial injunctions, and miscellaneous matrimonial. 
Total ciYil'. pending and "disposed figures include data for adoption (contested) a!ld eatate caaes which could not be separated into the 

proper categories. There were 277 of these cases pending at the beginning of the court year, 612 disposed, and 262 pending at the end of 
the court year.. " 

kAdditional information: 
Of the 24,311 (e1ony casea filed, 314 were reopened cases. 
Of the 31,332 felony case. pending at the and of the court year, 5,700 were liste,t on inactive status, untridable for reasons beyond the 

control 9f the court or prosecutor, These include fugitives', John Does, and defendants incarcerated in another state. 
meategories for d!spos1.tion typ.,. or trial da tal 

Civil triala do not include uncontested matrimonial cases. 
nUme interval or age of pending data: 

Time interval data are for caDes in which trials, commenced in the Law Division of the Superior Court and County Court during April 1978. 
Age of pending data reflect active and 'inactive casas for equity, "1Ollrriage dissolution, estate, and felony lOsses. 
Age of pending cases data 'fo~ auto tort and otbar tort casea are for active casea only. There wet'e, in addition, 602 i"active otber t05t 

and 262 inact! ve auto tort ca,ses. " 
The number of eatate cases p,ending over 18 months is included in the 1,2+ to 18 months category. 
Contested adoption cases pending in the 1?robate Division of the cou~ty qourt and Surrogate's Court are included with the estnte c!,tegory in 

the agtl of pending caaes chart. 

Source: AdminiStrative !lirector of the Courts, Annual Report 1977-78 (Trenton, New,,Jersey: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report 
except til1>t totala have been computed where necessary. 

,.;-
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NEIl JERSEY IXlUNTY DISTRICT 'mORT 
Court of tillli.ted jurisdiction 

21 courts, 39 judges authorized 
September I, 1977 to August 31, 1978 

t;ivild : 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negligence •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other tort ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total 
Contrac~ • : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Small cl.ai.mnj 
Real property ~~~i.~;;""""""""""""""""""""'" 

Tenancy ......... ,. ............................................................................... .. 

Total civil ...................................................... 
I~) 

Criminald : 
Other criminal: 

Beginning 
pending 

4,944f 
l,600f 
6,544f 

32,749f 
6,118 f 

3,681f 

49,092f 

Criminalj ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total criminal ................................................... N/A 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Farking cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Other traffic violation: 
Movin~, traffic cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total traffic ................................................... 

Grand total ....................................................... 

() 
Civil: 

Tort: 
Auto tort •.•••••••••• 
Other tort ••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••.•••• 
Contract ••••••••••••••• 
Small. claims ••••••••••• 
Real. property rights ••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal.: 

Other criminal. ••••••••• 
Traffic •••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••• 

210 
108 
318 
151 

18 
16 

503 

503 

568 
315 
883 

3,339 
14,537 
34,986 
53,745 

496 
o 

54,241 

778 
423 

1,201 
3,490 

14,555 
35,002 
54,248 

496 
o 

54,744 

N/A 

Civil. dispositions 

Judgments by default ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Settled, dismissed, or, discontinued, by 
dismissal of inactive cases .................... .. 

Before trial date •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
On trial date •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Placed on in-active list or transferred ....... 

Auto tort 
5,138 

2,019 
2,533 
2,327 

457 

D 

Tort 
Other tort 

1,368 

526 
951 

1,047 
119 

12,842 
4,460 

17 ,302 
161,927 

41,166 

97,490 

317 ,885 

~ 

3,755 

40,912 

42,773 

83,685 

405,325 

Disposed 

13,252 
4,434 

17 ,686 
160,022 

40,535 

97,020 

315,263 

~ 

3,305 

24,732 

36,732 

61,464 

380,032 

Crillli.nal dispositions 

End 
pending 

4,534 
1,626 
6,160 

34,654 
6,749 

~ 
51,714 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

51,714i 

Other 
criainal 

Convictions and guilty pleas in open courd' •• ~ 
Violations Bureau ........................... 363 
Dismissed after conditional discharge or 
pretrial intervention ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other dismissds and acquittals •••••••••••••• 
99 

323 
2 

1,382 
Referred to other court .................................... .. 
Referred to county prosecutor .......... ' ................. .. 

,I 
II 

Real. ... ~f ~ If 
SEl.l property ; I~I Total Contract "l:lar.a rights Total 

6,506 m,573 6,169 11,108 126,356 

2,545 23,136 3,791 687 30,159 
3,484 18,191 4,425 5,318 31,418 
3,374 10,537 10,495 44,678 069,084 

576 2,095 1,100 227 3,998 

,j 
1\ 

"\ 

;'\ 
~r 

., 
• ") I~\ 

:'> 
\,1 

';.#" .... 

,I 
,) 
,! 

[! 

\\ 
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New Jersey County District Court (continued) 

Traffic dispositions 

Convictions and gUilty pleas in open court •••••••• 
Viola tions Bureau ......................................... . 
Dismissals and acquittals ............................... .. 
Transferred to other court ........................... . 

Parldng 
530 

23,842 
360 

o 

Other traffic 
violatitn 

6,741 
28,723 

1,266 
2 

Age of pending cases (months) 

Civil: 
Tort: 

Auto tort ................... 
Other tort .................. 

Total ........................ 
Contract ...................... 
Saa1l claims .................. 
Real. property rights .......... 

Total ........................... 
Time 

Jurr 
Number 

Under 6 

~ 

3,414 840 
1,257 303 
4,671 1,143 

30,096 3,501 
5,964 459 
4,143 8 

44,874 5,111 

12+ to 18 
months 

162 
49 

211 
628 
235 

0 
1,074 

intervaln (monthsidal!l 

Non-jur;t 
Number 

18+ to 24 
months 

59 
11 
70 

288 
85 

0 
443 

Number 

Total 
7,271 

52,565 
1,626 

2 

Over 
24 months 

59 
6 

65 
141 

6 
0 

212 

Total 

~ Mean ~ ~ Mean ~ of cases Mean 
Complaint to trial: 

Civil: 
Tort: 

Auto tort ................... 14 10/21 9/28 
Other tort .................. 3 19/25 22/13 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••• 17 12/ 9 
Contract ...................... 14 12/21 13/ 7 

Total .......................... 31 12/15 12/18 
Complaint to "answer: 

Civiln •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 31 1/19 11 2 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSI'. 
N/A R This case, type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
- a Not applicabl'l' 

dCase definition or unit of cOllnt: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

43 101 8 
,\ 

24 8/20 
67 9/21 

279 8/ 1 
346 8/11 

346 21 2 

The criminal casc.' unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the first juror is drawn. 

8/18 57 
6/26 27 

84 
71 2 293 
7/ 5 377 

11 4 377 

" A non-jury t1:'ial ia counted at the pOint when an opening statem'!\lt or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1976 court year: 

10/11 
9/27 

101 6 
8/ 8 
B/21 

2/ 1 

Nedian 

8/18 
B/ 0 

7/ 5 
7/12 

1/ 4 

Figures are as given in the annual report. This imbalance is caused by adjustments made to caseload data based on physl,cal inventories 
,0-' conducted periodically by each court. 
illata are not complete: 

Grand total pending figures do not include criminal or traffic cases. 
jEl<planation of data included in the category: 

Filed includes all complaints filed or transferred from other courts or counties and inactive complaints restored to calendar. 
S..,11 claims include auto small claims cases "and other emaIl claims. 
Criminal case complaints include indictable offenses referred to county prosecutors for indictment as we!l as minor criminal, 

'\ '"disorderly persons, ordinance, fish and game, navigation, etc. 
nTime interval or age of pending data: 

Time interval data Jlre for all civil cases in which trials cO,mmenced during April 1978, excluding small cla'!-s and real property rights. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report .19'77-78 (Tren~on, New Jersey: 1979) and Proceedings in the Nunicipal Courts, 
September 1, 1977-August 31, 1978 (Trenton, NeW' .. Jersey: 1979). Statistics are from the annual reports except that totals have been 
computed where necessary. 

" 
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NEW JERSEY" JUVENILE AND OOIIESTIC IIKLATIONS COURT 
Court of" tiaited jurisdiction 

21 courts, 39 judges authorized 
September I, 1977 to August 31, 1978 

Clvlld : 
Domestic relations: 

Domestic relations and reciprocal support ................... . 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 

Juvenile: 
Criminal-type offense: 

Juvenile delinquent complaints ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Status offense: 

Juvenile in need of supervision (JINS) ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

(\ 

~.l:78f 

6,178 f 

12,554f 

~f 

13,491 f 

19,669f 
'.'/-:" 

Age of pending cases (months) 

Filed 

73,460 

73,460 

81,827 

10,553 

92,380 

165,840 

Disposed 

72,397 

72,397 

80,352 

10,384 

90,736 

163,133 

Civil Juvenile 

Under 1 month •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1 to 3 months •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Over 3 months •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

3+ to 6 months •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Over 6 mC\nths ....................... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Da.estic relations 
2,838 
3,005 
1,398 

(n) 
(n) 

Criainal-type 
offense 

4,366 
6,532 
3,131 
2,331 

800 

Status offense 
373 
510 
223 
179 

44 

End 
pending 

~ 

7,241 

'::> 

14,029 

~ 

15,135 

22,376 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1971 court year does not equal the end pending fisure for the 1977 coutrhet year: i 
This is because of recounts by the, counties resulting from their periodic physical inventories and discovery of other report ng 

errors by the counties during the course of the year. 
nlnformation on time interval or age of pending data: 

The dooaesUc relations cases pending 3+ to 6 months" and over 6 months are .included in the over 3 months category. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1977-78 (Trenton, New Jersey: 
except that totals have been" computed where necessary. 

1979). Statistics are from the snnual report 

Crialnal. d: 
Other crilliDal.: 

NEW JERSEY !!UNICIPAL COURT 
Court of tillited jurisdiction 

528 courts, 360 judges 
SepteJllber"'l, 1977 to August 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Filed 

Criminalj .................................................... N/A 345,411j 

345,411j Total criminal ................................................... . N/A 

.Traffic: 
Parking: 

Parking cases .......................................... ...... N/A 
Other traffic violation: 

Moving traffic cases ......................................... N/A 

Total traffic N/A 

Grand total N/A 

2,562,003 

1,107,574 

3,669,577 

4,014,988 

Disposed 

295,457 

295,457 

2,006,289 

1,001,047 

3,007,336 

3,302,793 

Non-jury triald Ctiainal disposi tions 

Crillinal (other crillinal) •••••••••• 
Traffic ........................... . 

Grand total •.• · .................... " .. 

2,391 
o 

2,891 

Convictions and guilty pleas in open court •• 
Violations Bureau ......................... . 
Dismissal af ter conditional discharge 

and pretrial intervention ••••••• ',' •••••••• 
Other dismissals and acqui ttals •• ,1 ••••••••• 
Referred to other court ........ ,:; ........ .. 
Referred to county prosecutor ............. . 

Traffic dispositions 

oConvictions and guilty pleas in open court •• 
Violations Bureau ........................ .. 
Dismissals and acquittals ................. . 
Referred to other court' •••••••••••••••••• , •• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Parking 
73,315 

1,891,799 
41,156 

19 

N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Other traffic 
v:1olation 

276,426 
644,113 
59,966 

542 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 

Total 
349,741 

2,555,912 
101,122 

561 

A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement 0; the introduction of any evidence occurs. 
jExplanation of data included "il1 the category: 

Criminal case complaints include indictable offenses referred to county prosecutors for indictment as well· as minor criminal, 
disorderly peroons, ordinance, fish and game, navigation, etc. 

315 

Other 
criainal 
108,613 

21,928 

10,587 
83,966 

3,751 
63,721 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Proceedings in the Municipal Courts, September 1, 1977-August 31, 1978 (Trenton, New Jersey: 1979). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that-totals have 'been computed where necessary. 

NEW JERSEY SUUOGATES 
21 counties, 21 surrogateo 

"'Sep,~eaber I, 1977 to August 31, 1978 

No data were supplied for the surrogates because they handle only uncontested prob"te matt"ers and serve as 
the clerks of the probate divisions of County Courts ... 
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NEW MEXICO COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
S justices 
Jurisdiction: .---------1-..1 -Appeals from criminal cases imposing 

~~~ death penalty or life imprisonment 

Death penalty. 
Life imprisonment. 

Most civil cases. 

t 

and civil cases where jurisdiction not 
specifically vested in Court of Appeals. 

- Certiorari review of Court of Appeals 
decisions. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
Sjudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over most 

criminal cases and specific types 
of civil appeals (not within Supreme 
Court jurisdiction). 

- Direct appeals from certain state 
agencies. 

DISTRICT COURT (13) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General civil jurisdiction. Exclusive 

dOmestic relations jurisdiction. Con
current jurisdiction with Probate 
Court over wills. right of executor
ship. and administration. 

- Exclusive felony, General criminal 
jurisdiction. 

- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de (iovo. 

Jury trials. 

t 
MAGISTRATE COURT (71) 
71 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

PROBATE COURTo(32) 
32 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

- Civil actions under$2,OOO. 
- Misdemeanors and other criminal 

with fine less than $1,000. • 
sentence less than 1 year. 
Preliminary hearings. 

f 
MUNICIPAL COURT (83) 
84 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance Violations; may 

impose fine less than $300 and/or 
sentence less than, 90 days. 

~ ... ' 

Indicates route of appeal. 

- Exclusive original jurisdiction over 
guardianship and formal administra
tion. Concurrent jurisdiction with 
District Court over wills. righ t of 
executorship, and administra tion. 

t 
SMALL CLAIMS COURT 
OF ALBUQUERQUE 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions $2,000 and under in

volving real estate. 
- County ordinance violations 

(criminal). 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
'limited 

jurisdiction 

II 
, I 

'i 

NEW MEXICO SUPRI!KE COURT 
Court of last resort 

S justices 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Crilaina1 '" ................................................. . 
Reins ta ted cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

-'-X 

Ua beas corpus ............................................... X 
Mandamus • ::'. • • • • • • • • • .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. • .. .. .. .. • .. X 
Prohibition ...................................... "........ X 
Removal frcm corporation commission ....... oooo ........ oo .... oooo ........ oooo .... oo X 
Superintending control ..................................... X 
Rule 32 ele~tion challenge .................... ............. X 
Quo Warranto ...... oooooo ........ oo ...... oo ... oooooooooooo. _I .. 1 .. .. • • • • • • .. .. • .. • .. • • .. .. • .. .. X 
Criminal contempt .......................................... X 
Other .... :'Loo .... oo .. oo ." ........ oooooooooo ............. oooooo ...... oo .. oo ............ oo .. oo .. oo.............. X, 

Total....................................................... X 
Disciplinary matter: 

Judicial standards commission (removal of judge) ••••••••• X 
Suspension of attorneys .. oo ............ oo .... oo .. oo .............. '~oo ........ oo .... oooo .. <I X 
Disciplinary ............................................. X 

Tota1........................................................ X 
Total ......................... ~,'................ ............... X 

Requests to appeal: 
Certiorari ...... oo ............... oooo .... oo ....... oo .......... ~ .................... oooo .... .... .... ........ X 

Total other cases ....................... " .................... '... --X-

Total cases 

Other proceedings:, 
Other matters: 

Rule 37 motions j ............................................ . 
Rule 34 motionsj ........................................... .. 
Rule 39 motionsj , ............................................ . 
Rule 44 motions j ........................................... .. 
Rule 41 motionsj .......................................... v' 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings ................ oo .................. oo ................ oo ........................ .. 

169 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 

Filed 

245 (X) 
28 (X) 

0 
273 (33)e 

'" 104j 
27 
56 
0 
7 
5 
1 
1 
0 

201 

1 
2 
3 
6 

207 

174 
381 

654 (33)e 

352 
69 ,= 

1 
11 

2 
435 

435 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 

280 

105j 
26 
57 
0 
6 
4 
1 
X 

18 
217 

1 
2 
3 
6 

223' 

123 (33)e 
346 (33)e 

626 (33)e 

352 
69 

1 
11 

2 
435 

435 
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End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
--X 

197 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

__ 0 

o 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals'" Time interval (average d~YG) 

Written opinion ............ . 219m 
2 

47 
13 

Affirmed ........................... , ...... 134 From notice of appeal to transcriptionn ••••• 85.8 
73.5 
52.6 
41.5 
94.5 

Per curiam ................................ .. Reversed ................................. 61 From transcription to issue .... oo ........ oo .... .o .... .ooo.o .. 

Dismissal/withdrawal •••••••• 1.\ Affirmed in part, reversed in part ••••••• 19 From issue to submission .......... .o'.o .................... .. 

Transfer ................... . Remanded ................................. 5 From submission to opinion/decision ........ . 
Dismissed"with opinion ................... 0 From issue to opinioQ/decision •••••••••••••• 
Decision vacated with opinion ....... '..... 0 Fro~ transcript to mandate oo.ooo .......................... .. 182.0 

Status of pending cases (12/31/78) 

Not at issue .......... .o .. oo .......................... oo ...... .. 

At. issue--not set for oral argument, .... .. 
At. issue--set for oral argument .. oo ...... oo.o 

Previously submitted ................ .. 

Wri~ quashed............................. 1 
Rule 32 election challenge ............... 1 

106 
15 
23 
25 

Disposition of 

Granted .o .... oo .. oo ................ oooo .... ;" ••• c- ..... oo .. oo" •• oo.o.o .. oo .. 

Denied ........... ~, ............................ . 
Quashed ....................................... . 
Made permanent n ............ (I .................................... . 

Dismissed ..................................... .. 
Hotion 'for leave to file petition late-denied •• 
Case reinst:ated--writ made permanent oooooooo ......... oo .. oo 

Case reinstated Q1\ mandate-peremptory writ: .-, ..... oo 

C10seJby orders ••• ~ ......................... .. 
SuspenSion of attorneys ......... oo ................. oooo ....... oo· • .o 

Disciplinary .................................. .. 
Removal of judge ........................ ,,, " .... . 
Withdrawn ...................................... . 

Boldfece headings indicate tbe classifications used by the NCSP;' 

other cases 
Original proceedings 

Originnl 
jurisdiction Disciplinary 

o 
62 

1 
21 

6 
o 
o 
o 

92 

o 

2 
3 
1 
o 

X • The data for this ;:ase type are known to be included in th<\ total but were not available by category. 
- • Not applicable. 

jExplanation of data inclllded in the category: , 

!I 

Total 
--0-

62 
1 

21 
6 
o 
o 
o 

92 
2 
3 
1 
o 

J) 
R~ruest:s 

to 
appeal 

33 
110 

12 

o 

Habeas corpus filed includes 12 original habeas corpus ""ses and 92 ca~es fro\,! habeas corpus dockets. IIabeas corpus ~isposed includes 13 
original habeas corpus cases and 92 from the hab~as corpus docket. 

Rule 37 motions are pr gecutors' motions for extension of time in District Court. Ru1§~ 34 motions and Rule. 44 motions are motions l!or 
extension of time _." Childrens Court. Rule 41 of~, the Rules of Criminal Procedure for Hagis,~rates Court is a motion fot: extension of time. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial data: C ~, 
The ,disposition of appeals types are the reSUlts of opinions. 
Of the 180 written op!nions. 7 opinions disposed of 17 cases. Four'::Opinions withdrew a prior opinion, and one opinion withdrew a mandate. 

'-: \) (conti nued on next pageJ 

I 
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') 

nInformation on time interval or age of pending data: 
No table was prepared on notice of appeal to docketing since counsel only has 30 days, to file a skeleton transcript after filing of the 

notice of appeal. 

Source: Judicial Department of the State of New Mexico, Annual Report, 1978 (Santa 'Fe, New Hexico: 1979). Statistics are from the annual" 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary .. 

- !lEW IlEXICO mURT OF APPEALS 
Inter.ediate appellate court 

5 judges 
January I, 1978 t~ Deceaber 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crlmnal. and juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of adainL3trative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other appeals: 

Reinstated cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original. proceediDgs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
llequeats to appeal. •••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••• "',. •••••••••••••• 

Total other cases .................. ~' .......... :. ........................................................... .. 

Total cssesk ...................................................................................................... .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests .......................................................................... 10 ............ .. 

Other matters: 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
l{ 

X 
218 

218 

Motions ••••••••••••••••••••• ~'................................ ___ 0_ 

Total other proceedings ................................................................ to ............. .. o 

Filed 

210 
299 

24 

6 
---:539 

539 

65 

703 

768 

Disposition of appeals 

Disposed 

l{ 

l{ 

l{ 

463 

63 

~ 

768 

Criainal 

End' 
pending 

x 
l{ 

X 

294 

o 

o 

o 

Manner of disposition Interlocutory Ii, 
'~ppealB ' 

Civil and and 
adainistrative juveDile Total 

Formal opinion ••••••••••••••••••• 155 
Memorandum decision •••••••• " •••••• 195 
Transfer ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 19 
By order.. ••••••••••••••••••••••• 89 
Certification to Supreme Court ••• 5 

Affirmed ••• , ••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 60 
Reversed ....................................... . 37 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 
Affirmed in part, reversed in part •• 4 
Quashed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 
Granted ...................................... " ..... . 
Denied •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transferred to Supreme Court •••••••• 0 

Time interval (average days)n, 

Civil Adainistral:1ve !!lIe~ 
Inter- Adminis- Workmen's 

" 182 
49 

9 
8 
0 

0 

242 
86 
10 
12 

0 

0 

'-

8 
23 
1 

CriAinal and jiivenile 

locutory trative " Summary Other Grand compen-
Tort appeals Other Total appeals aatian Total calendar calendar Total total 

Number of cases ...................... t;5 10 12 --r;r 5 29 "34 --6-9- ~. 2'i1 328 
Notice of appeal in district 
court to decision: 
Notice of appeal in district 

court to ,answer brief filed: 
Notice of, appeal in district ::::::' 
court' ot transcript filed ••••••• 97 24 95 85 43 97 89 --

Tran'rieript filed to brief in 
chief' filed , •••••••••••••••••••• 36, 24 26 32 34 32 32 

Brief in chief HIed to answer 
brief filed ••••••••••••••••••••• 39 10 36 34 50 29 32 24 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 172 58 157 152 127 158 153 119' 
Answer brief filed to decision ••••• 195 72 164 171 208 99 115 58 

Total ............................... 365 130 321 322 335 256 268 45 177 137 188 
Decision to mandate ................ ! .................. 38 29 50 38 44 49 48 32 37 36n 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used' by the NCSP·. 
Blank space - Not enough ioformation,ds known. The case category mayor may not be haudled by the court • 

. X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
nInf0r:'\"'tion on age of pending or time interval data: 

Cases included in the time interval chart do not include dismissed, denied, docket and affirm, transferred to/frOl11 the Supreme Court, or 
those cases determined to be atypical as a result of severe problems or delays (e.g. reinstated cases). There were 122 cases decided 
that were not included in the time interval data. 

Decision to mandate for "other calendar" <:rlmnal. and juyeldle cases was based on 15.7 rathe~ than 158 cases. Total cria1nal., juvenile, 
"ud grand total figures were edjusted to take this into account. 

Time interval figures given in the ~nnual r,eport figures wen rounded to the nearest whole number 'for inclusion in this table. 
Source: Judicial Department of the State of New Mexi.:o, Anil'ual Report, '1978 (Santa 'Fe, New Mexico:, 1978). Statistics are fl:OI11 the annual 

=eport except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions have been made during verification by the office nf fhe 
state court administrator. 

38n 

'J 

(1 

c".!") 

" 0 

NEW IIEXICO DISTRICT COURT 
Cour t of general jurisdic tion 

l3"districts, 39 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Child: 
Domestic relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cri!rlnald : 
Felony/~sdemeanor: 

Criminal •••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ••• , •••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

5,9~~ 
15,5b.~ 

21,547f 

2,345f 

2,345f 

2,514 

Jury triald 

Criainal •••••••••••••••••••• 450 

Boldface headings indicate the class'ifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A a This case type is ha,!dled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
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Filed Disposed 
End 

pending 

17,558 
23,010 

16,851 6,691 
20,104 18,469 

40,568 36,955 25,160 

~ ~ 2,597 

4,949 4,697 2,597 

3,811 4,693 1,63:'. 

49,328 46,345 29,389 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or complaint. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is impanel~d. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Pending figures reflect adjustments made following an inventory conducted during 1970. 

Source: Judicial a.epartment of the State or New }Iexico, Annual Report, 1978 (Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1979). 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

, 
" 

"", 

Statistics are from ~he annual 

", '\:\ 
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Civild; 
Law: 

Civil 

NEW IIRXICO MAGISTRATE COURTl 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

71 courts, 71 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

~~ 

To tal civil •••••••••••••.••••••••..••••••.••••••..•••••••••••••• , N/A 

Criminald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Non-traffic •••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Preliminary hearing: ,; 
~elony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

Total criminal N/A 

Traffic: 

Total traffic N/A 

Grand total ..................................... " .••••••• .; •••••••• N/A 

. Jury triald 

Filed Disposed 

14,276 ~ 

14,276 Co N/A 

16,941 N/A 

~ .. ' 
,~ 

26,229 N/A 

86,680 iJ N/A 

127, ISS N/A 

CrillliNll ,dispositions 

Civil.......................... 21 Preliminary hearings held .••••• 2,011 
Criminal and traffic ••••••....• 377 

Total ••.•...••..•••••••.•••••••• 398 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCS!? 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data arE> unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The c.riminal case unit of count is the number of :f.ndictments or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is impaneled. 

End 
pending 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

iliA 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Judicial Department of the State of New Nexico, Annual Report, 1978 (Santa Fe., New Mexicc: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report 
exc:~~J:hat totals have been computed where necessary. 

NZW MEXICO PROBATE COURT 
Court: of limited jurisdiction 

32 courts, 32 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1978. 

Ii1lI1 MEXICO HUlIICip AI. COURT 
Court of limi~ed· jurisdiction 

83 courts·, BI> judges 
January I, 1973 to December 31, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1978. 

SMALL CLAI!IS COuRT 'OF ALBUQUERQUE i IiI!Il IIRXICO 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 1 judge 
January I, 1978 to Decembel: 31, 1978 

There vere no dara available for cases handled in the Small Claims Court for 1978. 

" 

(\ 

- . 

NEW YORK COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

, 
APPELLATE DIVISION OF 
SUPREME COURT (4) 
24 judges' 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7judges 
JUrisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and 

criminal cases. 
- Direct appe,,1 of questions involving 

provision of constitution and death 
sentence. 

Criminal 

APPELLATE TERMS OF 
SUPREME COURT (3) 
9 ~upreme court justices serve 

(3 in each appellate term). Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appellate 

jurisdiction. 
1-oI.,..-----Ci"i1io' -------f Juri/diction: 

- - e21vil appellate jurisdiction in two 
<' of the appellate terms. 

/ - Criminal appellate jurisdiction in all 
districts. 

Civil. f~onics, Non-f~nies in 
2nd Depiftment. all3rd and 4th Department Cases . 

SUPREME COURT (11) 
259 justices • 
Jurisdiction: 
-Unlimited law and equity. Exclusive 
domestic relations. 

-Felonies and misdemeanors prosecuted 
by indictment (in New York City). 
Criminal jurisdiction in other 
coun ties if needed. 

Jury trials. 

COUNTY COURT (57) 
102 judges 
Jurisdiction: \\ 
- Civil law and equity under $6,000 

(may vary to $10.000). 
- Original criminal jurisdiction 

over all offenses (except in New 
York City). 

Appeals on record. 

Jury trials. 

3rd a~d 4th 

2nd Department 

t t ' .& Depa~tments A 

, 

FA MIL Y COURT {5S) SURROGATES' CITY COURT **(79) TOWN AND 
1'06 judges; 35 county judges COURT (62) " 152 judges VILLAGE JUSTICE 
also serve Jurisdiction:,: \~': CqURT (2,231) 
Jurisdiction: ;;) 35 surrogates; 315 county judges -Civil actions under $6.000. 2,230 J'usdces of the peace 
-Adoption. Child protection, also serve small claims. Jurisdiction:, 
family offenses. support. Jurisdiction: -Criminal with fine less than -Original civil undet,'!il.OOO 
custody, paternity. -Full and compleie general $1,000, sentence less thdn ·12 (generally small c!aimsl. 

-Juvenile delinquency, jurfsdiction in matterG months. Felony preliminaries. -Original criminal with fine 
dependenty and neglect. ,relating to decedents' estate~. less than $l,OOQ, .sentence 

L. 

________ ;::;:;::=::=~.:::E:X:C:IU:s:i:v:e:p:ro~b-a-l-e-j-u,...rl-s-____ '-...J l_J_U_f_Y_I_ri_J_IS_. _______ ---:1; 1-...;..I_e.:,ss_t_h-'.I_n_1_z ..... m_o_n_t_h_s_<m_o_s_tl_Y.......i 
Jury trials not generally diction. Adoptions, traffic). Felony preliminaries. 
available. guardianships. 

COURT OF CLAIMS 
17 judges and 31 sp~cial 
judges for dangerous drug 
control 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction over 
claims to which the state 
is a party. , 

DISTRICT COURT (2) 
49 Judl;es 
Jurisdiction: 
- In Nassau and Suffolk Counties. 
- Civil aetlolts under $61000. 
- Criminal with fine less than $1,000 

or sentence less thanlZ months. 
Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials; 

CIVIL COURT OF THE CITY 
Ol? NEW YORK " 
120 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Ci"i1law and equity under $10,000. 

Jury tri<lls. 

Jury tri~ls. 

CRIMINAL COURT OF THE 
CITY OF NEW YORK 
98 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Criminal with fine less than $1,000 " 

or sentence less than 12 months. 
Felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal , 
. . 'Eleven justices and 9 certified retired justices were certified to the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court. 
. "Included are the city courts, justice courts, police courts, and recorder's courts. . 
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NEIl YORK WORT OF APPEALS 
Court of last resod: 

7 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ •••• 
Criminal : •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••• 
Criaiual: 

Application for leave to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other motions ......•..•.••...••....•.....•.••..•..•.....•.• 

Total ...................................................... . ' 
Total other cases ............................................. . 

Total cases . ~ ...................................................... . 

Manner of dlspositionm 

Written opinion ••••••••••••• 175 
Per curiam •••••••••••••••••• 28 
Hemorandum .................. 217 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

ilIA 
N/A 
N/A -m 

N/A 

Filed Disposed 

464 x ( 66)e 
X (lll)e 

531 (177),e 
lSO~--; 

----s94'---

N/A 

1,692 
NIl,. 

l,692i 

1,6921 

584 

1,452 
668 

2,704 
2,704 

( (6)e 

(lll)e 

(l77)e 
(l77)e 

3,298 (177)" 

Disposi tion of appesla 

Civil' 
Affirmance .................. 3IO 
Reversal ................... 114 
Hodification ............... 37 
Dismissal .................. 3 
Other ...................... 0 

Crbdual 
--81--

46 
2 
1 
o 

Blank space = Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type ia handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be incl\\ded ill the total but were not 'available by category. 

End 
pending 

Total 
39T"" 

160 
39 

4 
.p 

N/A 
N/A 

NJA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NJA 

N/A 

eCases not inc}.uded in the total to avoid double counting: " 
One-hundred-elev~n applications for leave to appeal criminal convictions and Sixty-six civil applications were granted by the cou~t. These 

applical:1ons when granted are not counted as a disposition until the resulting appeal is disposed. No filing is counted for thl) appeal. 
These granted applications are the. numbers appearing in parentheses. \. 

iData are not complete: 
Total requests ,to appeal» totaJ~ other ("~ses, and tutal. cases filed do not include clvil Fequesta to appeal or other motions_ 

jExplanation of data included in the! category: 
Motions inc~ude motions ~to appeal in c.!vil cases and an unknown number of procedural motions. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 
In addition to the 420 majority opinions, 18 concurring opinions and 76 dissenting opinions were filed. 

Source: Chief Administrato~ of the Courts, First Annual Report 1979 (New York, New York: 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Ii 

1979) • Statiatics nre frOOl the annual report except 

\\\ 

NEIl YORK APPELLATE DIVISIONS OF TIlE SUPRI!HI! WORT 
Inter.ediate appellate court 

4 divisions, 24 judgesC 

January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Total appeals ................................................ . N/A 8,384j 9,lOOj 

Other csseG: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction ..................................... . N/A (j) (j) 
Disciplinary aatters: 

Attorney disciplinary procee<lings •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................... "' .......... .. 

Requests to appeal .......................................... . 
Total other cases ............................................. . 

N/A (j) 113j 
N/A ----.UL ~j 

N/A (j) 113j 

Total cases ••........•..••.••.••..........•.....•..............• N/A 8,384i 9,213 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions decided ............................................. . 

Total other proceedings •.•.••..•.........• , ...••.......••.•..... 16,363 

Manner of disposition Disposi [;ion of appeals 

Full opinion .................. 565 Affirmances ................................ . 
Per curiam .................... 50 Reversal not including new trials ••••••••••• 
Hemorandum .................... 4,315 Hodifications ............................. .. 

Dismissals ................................. . 
New trials ...... ." .......................... . 
Other ; ..................................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- - Not applicable. 

CJudge info~~ation: 

5,440 
1,201 

817 
359 
224 
428 

323 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

In addition to the 24 permanently assigned judges, 11 justices and 9 certified retired justices were temporarily assigned to this court 
during 1978. 

iData are not complete: 
Total cases filed do not include all original procEedings. 

jExplanatiot\ of data included in the category: 
An unknown number of Original proceedings are included, in total filings and dispositions of appeals. 

~ource: Chief Administrator of the Courts, Firat Annual Report 1979 (Ne,!" York, New York: 
that tot,ala have been computed where necessary. 

1979). Statistics are from the annual report except 
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NEW YOIIK APPEI.I.ATK TI!KIIS OF THE SUPlll!HE OOUB.T 
Inter.ediate appellate court 

3 ter.s. 9 Bupre.e court justices servec 
January 1, 1978 to Deceoober 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••. , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceediogs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
·Requests to appeal ......................................... .. 

Total other cases ........................................................................................ .. 

Total cases ........................................................................................................ .. 

Other proceedings: 
Otner matters: 

Motions heard or submitted 

'Eotal other proceedings .............................................................................. ' ... 

Manner of disposition 

Opinions filed .................. 0 
Per curiam ...................... 1,194 
Memoranda written, not filed •••• 155 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

N/A 2,215 

Disposition of appeals 

Application rejected: 

1,821 

3,565 

3,565 

Discontinued ................................ .. 
Dismissed on c,u.endar call (civil) •••••••••••• 
Dismissed on ca1endsr call (cr:lainal) ••••••••• 
Remitted ..................................... . 

Total rejected ................................ . 
Dec.isions rendered: 

Affirmed ..................................... . 
Reversed ......................................................................... .. 
Modified .................................... .. 
Dismissed, discontinued, withdrawn, remanded .. 

Total decisions rendered .................................. ,. ........ .. 

39 
343 

51 
2 

435 

537 
645 
158 

46 
1,386 

End 
pending 

N/A 

Note: Appe11ute Terms of the Supreme Court hear civil and crilil.nal appeals from the first snd second departments. County Courts sitting as 
appellate courts for the. third and fourth departments hear some equivalent criDdnal appeals; however. data regarding the volume of such 
cases are not available. For certain cr1mJ.na1 cases New York. has three intermediate appellate courts when County Courts sitting 8S 
appellat~ courts are counted. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space a Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- a Not applicable. 

CJudge information: 

During 1978, there, were three appellate terms sitting with three judges in each term; hence the total of nine judges for 1978. 

Source: Chief Adlliinistrator of the Courts, First Annual Report 1979 (New York, New York: 1979).~ Statistics are from the annual repo~t exce.pt 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEW YORK SUPIlEIIE OOUB.T AND OOONTY OOURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

11 district", 259c justices; 57 counties, 102c judges 
January I, 1978 to Deceoober 31, 1978j 

CiVUd : 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Motor vehicle ........................................... .. 

Profeosiona1 tort: 
Medical malpractice ....•.•.......•..............••......•. 

Other tort .......••..•...•.....•..............•..•.. . ' •..•... 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Real property r,tghts: 
Condemna tian ..........•• o •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Do.estic relations: 
Harriage dissolution: 

Contested matrimonial ................................... .. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of administrative agency cane: 
Tax certiorari ........................................... . 

Other civil: 
All othEirs .................................................. . 

Total civil ................................................... . 

Crill1na1d : 
Fe1ony/lI1sde.eanor, 

Indictments--New York City ................................. . 
Indictments--outside New York City ........................ .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ................................................ . 

(\ Grand tat;.,al .•...... " ....•...... ~ •......•........•..•.•........... 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

__ X 

65,472fh 

9,825f j 
N/A 

9,825fi 

9,825fi 

75,297fi 

Filed
j 

20,514 

1,679 
13,491 
35,684 

130 

9,573 

6,425 

12,859 

64,671 

15,883 
15,623 
31,506 

31,506 

96,177 

Disposed 

22,537 

1,434 
12,490 
36,461 

239 

9,381 

5,230 

12,596 

63,907 

17,100 
16,287 
33,387 

33,387 

97,294 

Criminal (fe10nY/JOiBdeJ0e4nor) dispositions 

New York Outsid" 

325 

End 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

3,823 

X 

X 

66,236 

8,608 
N/A 

8,608 

8,608i 

74,844 i 

Criminal: 
~ New York City .. Tota1 

New York City ........... . 
Outside New York City ••• ~ 

Total .................... : 

X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 

l,941m 
l,110m 
3,051 

Pleas of gUilty: 
Felony .................... . 
Misdemeanor ........... ; ... . 

Total ...................... . 
Trial conviction ............ . 
Acquittal .................. ., 
Dismissed .................. .. 
Disagreements .....••..•.••••• 
Mistris1s ................... . 
Youths adjudicated as 
youthful offenders •••••••••• 

Age of pending cases (average months) 

10,176 
1,325 

11,501 
1,356 

658 
3,585 

120m 
209m 

Projected average age: 
New York City Outside New York City ~ 

Civil: 
Supreme Court ••.•••••.•••••••••.. 
County Court ••.•••••.••••••••• 0 •• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

13 15 
9 

N/A a This case type is handled by the cOUrt, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the .tota1 but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

CJudge informat·10n: 

14 
9 

X 
X 

12,691 
865 
303 

2,428 
34m 
13m 

X 
X 

24,192 
2,Z21 

961 
6,013 

154m 
282m 

In addition to tho 259 judges regularly assigned to the Supreme Court, 40 certified retired judges also served on this court during 1978. 
Of the 102 county court judges, 9 also servo as surrogates, 8 also· serve as Family Court judges, and 27 also serve as both surrogates and 

Family Court judges. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the indictmen~, except in the trial data. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision, which includes mistrials. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure fo!: the ,,1977 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annUel report. 

iData are not complete: 
Total criaina1 pending and grand tqta1 pendin8 figures do not include felony/misdCllleanor indictments outside New York City. 

jSxp1anation of data included in the category: ..' 
FUed includes new actions, restoration., and transfers into these courts from other courts, plus or minus transfers within the courts. 
Pending data for Now York City criainal cases include only felony casos. 

mInCormation on disposition type or trial data: C 

There were 2,222 defendants tried in the 1,941 criainal trials" and approximatety 1,241 defendants in the 1,110 triais. The dispositions 
.~ of disagreements, mistrials and y~uths adjudicated as youthful offenders are not counted in the disposed ~ata of the profile's top 

portion. 

"Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, First Annual Report 1979 (New Yor~:I New York: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that cotlils have been computed where ,necessary. 
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CIVIL COURT OF TIlE CITY OF NEIl YORK 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 120 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed 

'Civild : 
Tort .............. ' ............................................. . 
Contract: 

Commercial .................................................. . 
Real property rights: 

Housing part actions ....... ~ ................................ . 
Housing part (summary proceeding) .......................... .. 

Total ....................................................... .. 
Other civil: 

Nonhousing part actions (summary proceeding) ••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

X 

X 

536 
X 
X 

__ x_ 

24,053f 

39,247 

19,938 

2;;349 
68,597 
70,946 

~ 

135,782 

x 

x 

1,938 
70,800 
72,738 

~ 

134,147 

G~and total k ..................................................... 24,053f 135,782 134,147 

Triald 

Jury Non-jury 
Civil: 

Tort and contract •••••••••• ,584 
Real property rights and 

other civil............... 17 
Total ....................... 601 

Time interval (average months) 

Projected time from filing of 

1,593 

7,010 
8,603 

note of issue to dispositionn ....... 4.2 

2,177 

7,027 
9,204 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Civil dispositions 

Settled, c!lacontlnued, or dismissed 
before trial ........................ . 

Settled or discontinued during' 'trial " 
Di"iniaced during trial .............. .. 
Marked off calendar ...•.. .........•.... 
Default judgment (inquest) .......... .. 
Default (no inquest) ................ .. 
Inquest by court ..................... . 
Consent judgment .................... .. 
Referred to referee .................. . 
Disagreement or mistrial •••••••••••••• 
Arbitration ......................... .. 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
- = Not applicable. 

dCase"definition or unit of count: 
A' civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Data are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
This is a result of adjustments made by the court. 

kAdditional information; , 
This court also disposed of 51,946 motions and issued 170,437 orders during the time period. 

nTime interval or age of pending data: 
Time interval data are only for tort, contract, and housing part actions. 

Tort and 

~ 

38,558 
824 

83 
7,757 
5,868 

21 

100 
1,214 

End 
pendlnL-

X 

X 

947 
X 
X 

_ __ X 

24,954g 

24,954g 

Real property 
rights and 
other civil ~ 

47,660 
2,666 

241 
265 
465 

16,648 
2,548 

2 
o 
o 

86,218 
3,490 

324 
8,022 
6,333 

16,648 
2,548 

23 
() 

100 
1,214 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, First Annual Report 1979 (New York, New York: 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

1979). Statistica are from the annual report except 
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CRIHlIIAL COURT OF TIlE CITY OF N8W YORK 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

J. court, 98 judgea 
January ,I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Hisdeaeanor •••..••.••••••...••.•..••.•••••....•..••........•... 
Prel~nary hearing: 

Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ordinance violation: 

Violations .................................................. . 
Non-traffic sUmulonsj •.••..•.....•..•...•..•.....•.. " ..•.•.•.• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Other criaina1 ................................................ . 

Total criminal .................................................. . 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic summons ................................................... . 

Total traffic .................................................. . 

Grand total ......................... ............................... . 

Triald 

Cr~na1 ............. 893 

Boldface headings indicat"e the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 

X 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

8.682fhi 

NIl. 

N/A 

8.682fhi 

N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed Disposed 

100,600ik X 

83,700ik X 

30,200i1< X 
441,257 N/A 
471,457 N/A 

9,500ik ___ X_ 

665,366 218.623i 

99,283 --..lY.!!. 
99,283 N/A 

764.649k 218.623ik 

Criainal dispositionsm 

Pleas of guilty .................. 101.628 
Trial convictiond ................ 307 
Acquitta1d ....................... 662 
Referrals to grand jury .......... 16.367 
Dismissals ....................... 88.217 
Other ............................ 11.442 

X • The data for thIs case type are known to be included in the total but were not unavailable by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

32"7 

End 
pending 

X 

X 

X, 
N/A 
N/A 

X 

14.168i 

14.168i 

The criminal case unit of count for caseflowis the number of defendants on the indictment or cauplaint. Trial data are based on the number 
of trials. conducted, anyone of which may include more than one defendant. 

Ii trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. " 
fBeginning peC'':::'ng figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the erod pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figurea are as given in the annual report. " 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figure was canputed fran filed, disposed. and end pending figures. 
iData are not complete~ 

Not included in the cr~na1 case type breakdown are 109 cases that could not be identified by type. 
Total criminal pending and disposition, figures do not include non-traffic Summons cases .• 
Grand total pending and disposed figurea do not include cr~nal non-traffic summ0I.\s cases Or traffic cases. 

jExplanadon of data included in the category: 
Non-traffic SUmmons includes all "nonarrest casea and arrest cases of peddling" where a desk appearance ticket was issued. 

kAdditional information: 
Cr~na1 breakdowns for case categoriea given in the annual report are estimates of the volume of cases filed during the cwrt year. The 

total number of cases filed is ba.ad on the actual count of CRses. There was dHferen<:e of 109 cases between the estimates for each case 
type and the actual total volume which could not be identified by case type. 

There were also 77,762 warrants filed and 61.929 warrants executed by the court during the Yllar. 
mInformation on type of' disposition or trial data: 

Data for cr~nal trial and disposition charts"include only aisd ..... anor,and ordinance violation cases. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, First A'nnual Report 1979 (New York, New York: 1979). Statistics are frau the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necesaary. 
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NEll "!OBIt. FAKILY OlUll'ti 

Court of liaited jurisdictio~ 
58 courts; 106 judges and 35 county judges 

January 1, 1978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

CivUd : 
Doaestic relations: 

Support/custody: 
Cus tody of minors ......................................... . 
Support (non-ADC and ADC) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Uniform support of dependent's law ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other d.,..".tic relations: 

Supreme Court referral ................................................ . 
Foster care review ................................. oo ...................................... .. 

Approval of foster care placement ................................................. .. 
I'hysically handicapped ••••••••••• )) ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Family offense ••••••••••••••• "' "~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I'aternity (non-ADC and ADC) •• ;\( ............................ . 

Beginning 
pending 

1 261fhi 
l1'134fhi 

2:871fhi 
15 266fhi 

1:166fhi 

145fhi 
l,653fhi 

1 277fhi 
1'187fhi 
2'097fhi 
6' 931fhi 

, Of hi 

serve 

Filed 

11,4431 
43,664i 

26,856i 
81,963i 
3,749i 

1,679i 
4,3981 
7,194i 
7,458i 

19,8741 
38,150i 

Other proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Supplementary •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 427fhi 

l,717fhi 
30, 149fhi 

1,971i 
106,4351 
187,159i 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• • 
Total ...................................... · ........................................................................ .. 272,871i 

Estate: 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
!!ental health: 

Mental defective ........................................................................................ .. 

459fhi 

___ 3fhi 

786i 

6i 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 30,611fhi 273,6631 

.Juvenile: 
Crainal-type offense: 

Juvenile delinquency ........ " ...................................................................... .. 
Status offense: 

Person in need of supervision ............................................................ .. 
Non-offense: 

Permanent neglect ...................................... ~ .•.•.. 
Child protective-neglect •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Child protective-abuse •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• 
Other juvenile: , , 

Consent to marry .................................................... .. 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

l1,673fhi 

5,l21fhi 

1 273fhi 
5' 979fhi 

, Of hi 

7,252fhi 

~hi 

24,487fhi 

26,798i 

12,768i 

l,182i 
6,378i 
1,410i 
8,970i 

282i 

48,818i 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 55,098fhi 322,481i 

Civil dispositionsi 
Withdrawn or 

dismissed 
Doaestic ~elations: 

Support/custody ••••••••• : ••••••••••••••••• 
Adopt1o~ .............. o. .............................. .. 

Other d ... estic relations •••••••••••••••••• 
Total ...................... ·· ........ ••• .. •••••• •. ) .... . 

Estate: 
Gusrdianship/conservatorship/trunteeship •• 

Kental he;:J.th .' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....•..• " ............... • -..................... .. 

Time interval (days)ik" 

0-7 8dl;; 15-21 22.-30 

Juvenile child protective " proceedings days days days days, 

involving child abuse: 
Filing of petition, to initial fact-finding hearing: 

Boys 101 26 18 8 ........ , ............................ 
2.7 31 23 Girls ................................... 135 

Initial fac t-finding hearing to disposition'!;l hearing: 
Boys .................................... 101 4 4 ~2 

Girls 131 10 3 19 .................................... 

32.,059 
95 

3~,185 
65',339 

166 
4 

65,509 

31-90 
days 

112 
160 

111 
154 

',' 'Disposed 
End 

pendingg 

10,735i l,969i 

50,578i 6,220i 

27,084i 2,643i 

88,397 i 10,832i 

3,946i 9691 

1,507i 317i 

5,496i ,,1, 555 i 
'I 

7,486i 1 985i 

7,966i 6791 

20,116i 1,855i 

37,3271 7,7541 

l,151i 19481 

95,255i l1,607 i 

176,304i 23,946i 

268,647i 35,747i 

920i 325i 

9i ___ Oi 

269,576i 36,072gi 

31,629i 6,842i 

l5,39li 2,498i 

1,898i 557i 

9,465i 2,892i 

681i 4998i 

12,044i 3,948~i 

--"ill! ___ 9i 

59,778i 13,297i 

329,354i 49,3f?Si 

) 
) 

Over ,.., 
366-730 730 ,. 

days days 
91-180 181-365, 
days daya 

95 56 17 0 
97 !l4 18 0 

98 73 23 7 
91 108 26 3 

\1 
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSI'. 

dCase definition or "",it of count: 

329 

New York Family Gourt (continued) 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figures are calculated from data given in the annual report. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

The sum of cases listed in the annual report as disposed and end pending was smaller than the number of cases listed as filed. Therefore 0 
was entered as the beginning pending figure for this category. 

hFigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was computed from filing, disposed, and end pending data. 

iData are not complete: 
Incomplete data were reported for Kings County. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
The end pending figures include only petitions actively pending at the end of the period. 

kAdditional information: 
There were cases involving 68 boys and 95 girls in which no initial fact-finding hearing was held. 

Source: Chief Administrator of the Courts, First Annual Report 1979 (New York, New York: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

NEll YDIIK DISTlUCT COUllT AKD CITY COUllT 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

2 counties: 2 courts, 49 judges; 61 cities:, 79 courts, 152 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Civild : 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Saall claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil i ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

All motor vehicle offenses 

Total traffic 

Grand totali .. ................ ,~ ............................................................. .. 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

Triald Criminal dtspositions 

Civil 
Crimnsl ••••••••••••• 
Traffi ................. . 

5,221 
1,675 
8,182 

Total 15,078 

Civil dispositions 

Discontinued •••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 
Qefault ••••••••••••••••••• 
Mistrial •••••••••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••• 

15,415 
8,212 

29,280 
22.4 

13,698 

Plea .................. . 
Dismissal •••••••••••• 
Conviction •••••••••• 
Acquittal ••••••••••• 
Held for grand jury • 
Mistrial •••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- - Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

64,524 
47,290 

877 
798 

4,626 
37 

5,463 

Filed 

N/A 
44,176 

44,176i 

N/A 

--.Jil.! 
N/A 

The criminal ease unit. of count is the number of defendants on the indictment or complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to decision or verdict. 

iData are not COMplete: 
Total civil and grand total filed figures include only sma1l claims cases. 

Disposed End 
pending 

71,82.6 N/A 
43,952. ~ 

115,778 N/A 

-----:::;:.~?> 
123.,~/8 N/A 

/ ' 

326,599 _1iU~" 
326,599 N/A 

565,955 N/A 

Traffic dispositions 

Plea •••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal ••••••••••••• 
Conviction ••••••••• -••• 
Acquittal ••••• n •••••• 

Mistrial •••••••••••••• 
Held for grand' jury ••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••• 

2.12.,856 
100,365 

6,282 
1,900 

9 
192 

5,004 

Sourcl,l' Chief Administrator of the Courts, First Annulil Report 1979 (New York, New York: 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NEIl lURK SURROGATES' COURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

62 cl1\lrts; 35 surrogates and 36 county judges serve 
January I, 1978 to Docember 31, 1978 

Cirll.d : 
D ... estic relations: 

Adoption ••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Probate of wills .......................................... . 
Administration proceedings ............................... .. 
Accounting proceedings .................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Guardianship/conServatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship proceedings .................................. . 
Other estate: 

Other proceedings ......................................... . 
Total ........................................................ . 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Grand total...................................................... N/A 

Cirll.: 
Probate/wil1s#ntestate: 

Filed 

N/A 

41,291 
N/A 

11,223 
52,514i 

N/A 

N/A 
52,514i 

52,514i 

52,514i 

Probate of wills .......................... 44 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship •••• 55 
Other estate ................................ 1,608 

Total ........................................ 1,707 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is hacdled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint'. 
A trial is counted as tried to verdict or decidol'. 

, Disposed 

3,275k 

39,159 
26,211 
6,980 

72,351l 

5,&39k 

2,937 
81,126 

84,401 

84,401 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

inata are not complete: 
probate/wills/intestate, estate, and total civil filed and grand total filed include only probate oCwi1ls and accounting proceedings. 
Dispositions contain data ,for ,all categories. 

kAdditional information: 
The adoption disposed figure includes 82 petitions which were denied, dismissed, or withdrawn. In the remaining 3,193 c~ses, ord"rs of 

adoption were granted. 
The guardianship disposed figure includes 19 letters of guardianship which were denied. The remaining 5,820 letters of guardian;'hip were 

granted. 

Source: Chief Administratcr of the Courts, First Annual Report 1979 (New'{ork, New'{ork: 1979). Statistics are from the annual repon except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. J \ 

NEIl lURK OOORT OF CL&DIS 
Court of ltaited jurisdiction 

1 court, 17 regulsr judges and 31 special jndges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Court of Claims for 1978. 

NEIl lURK l'OWII AIiD VILIAGE JUSTICE OOURT 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

2,231. courts, 2,230 justices of the peace 
January I, ~.J78 to Dece8ber 31, 1978 

There were no data svailable' for cases handled in ti1e Town Court or Village Court during 1978". 
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NORTH CAROLINA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

Death 
Iifeim 

or 
prisonni'i!nt. 

t lndicates route oLlppeal. 

-

\::--, 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
-Hears direct appeals on death or life 
impri50nm,p~t sentence. 

-Constituti6dal questions, dissent in 
Court of Appeals, and Utilities 
Commission general rate-making case 
appeals are heard as of right from 
Court of Appeals. 

-Other appeals of major interest are 
discretionary. 

~ 

COURT OF APPEALS 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Appeals from lower courts, the Utilities 
Commission, Industrial Commission, 
and Commissioner of lnsurance. 

SUPERIOR COURT (32) 
58 judges aod 8 special judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions over $5,000. 
-Felonies, misdemeanor appeals. 
Appeals are trial de novo. 
Appeals from administrative agencies 
except Utilities Commission,lndustrial 
Commission, and Commissioner of 
Insurance . 

Jury trials_ 

j 

T 
Criminal 

DISTRICT COURT (32) 
126 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions $5,000 or less, 
domestic relations, divorces. 

-M;,.;lpmeanors, felony preliminaries. 
-Juvenile. 
Jury trials in civil. 
No jury tri.ls in criminal. 

Ci 

,-

Civ il 

] 

Courtof 
last resort 

lntermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
geoeral 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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NOBDl CAIIIlLINA SUl'Rl!HE romrr 
Court of last resort 

7 just:ices 
February 3, 1978 to February 5, 1979 

Beginning Filed 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Dissent in Court ,of Appeals ............................... . 
Substantial c~nstitutional question •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Petition for discretionary revie" of decision 

of Court of Appeals, allo"ed ............................ . 
Petition for discretionary revie" prior: 

to determination by Court of Appeals, allo"ed •••••••••••• 
Petition for Ilrit of certiorari, allo"ed ••••••••••••••••••• 
Other statutory appeals of right ........... •• ........ • .... • 

Total ............ • .. • ...... • .... • .... • .... • .. • .. •• .. • .. • .. ·,,. 
Cr:l1rlna1: .............................................. Life sentence 

Death sentence ............................................. . 
Dissent in Court of Appeals ............................... . 
Substantal constitutional question ....................... .. 
Petition for discretionary revie" of d~cision 

of Court of Appeals, allo"ed ............................ . 
Petition for discretionary revie" prior to determination 

by Court: of Appeals, allo"ed ................... 0 ....... . 

Petition of'llrit of ceJ:tiorari, allowed .................. .. 
Other statutory appeals of right .......................... . 

Total ....•........ "0' •••••••••• ••••••• .. ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ,appeals .................................. '., ............ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Habeas corpus allowed ................................... .. 
Supersedeas allowed ............................................................... . 
Mandamus (civil) allowed ................ •••••••• .. •• .... .. 
Mandamus (criminal) allowed .............................. . 

Total ................... • "t .... • .. •• ...... •• ........ •• .... •• .... • ................ • .............. .. 

Disciplinary: 
Board of law examiners .................................................................. . 
Judicial standards commission ...... •• ......... • ...... • .. • 

'Iotal ................. • .... •• .. •• .. • .. •• .... • .. • .. •• .... •• 
Advisory opinion: 

On mandate from U.S. Supreme Court ............................ . 
Total .......... • ...... •• .. • .... •• ........ •••• ...... , .. •• .. • .. 

Requests to appeal: 
Civil: 

Discretionary review to review Court of Appeals ........... , 
Discretionary revie" prior to decision by 
,,"Court of Appeals ...................................... . 
Petition for Ilrit of certiorari .... , ................... .. 
Mandamus (civil) ........................................ . 

Total ............. ••·•··· ........ ···•·•··· .. ··· .. •• .. · .... · .......... ·· ... . 
Criminal: 

Discretionary review to -revl.ew Court of Appeals ............... . 
Discretionary review prior to decision by 

Court of Appeals ...................................................... . 
Pet.ition for writ ljf certiorari .... ' ............................ .. 
Mandamus (criminal) ..................................... . 

Total ............ • .......... •• .... •• ...... • .. • .. • .... •• .. • 
Other: 

On mandate from U.S. Supreme Court .................. • .. .. 
Habeas corpus ........................................................... .. 
Supersedeas ........................................................... t .... . 

TO~~a:.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: 
Total other cases ............................................................. . 

Total cases ............................................................................ .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

review .............................. Applications for further 
Other matters: 

petitions acted on--petitions docket ••••••• 
petitions acted on-appeals docket ........ • 

Other motions and 
Other lIlotions and 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

--X-

X 
X 
X 
X 
X' 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

lilA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

lf7A 

3lfi 

N/A 

N/A 
.21.! 

N/A 

21 
5 

(34)e 

( 7)e 
( l)e 

3 
29 (42)e 

66 
3 
6 

11 

(14)e 

( l)e 
( 2)e 

1 
87 (l7)e 

116 (59)e 

( 1) 
( 0) 
( 0) 
( 0) 
( 1) 

0 
3 
3 

( O)e 
3 ( l)e 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

0 
X 
X 
X 

422 
425 ( 1)" 

541 (60)e 

N/A 

N/A -lY._A __ 

N/A 
Total other proceedings ................................................... .. 

-----------------
Manner of disposition 

Civil. 
55 Opinions rendered ................. 8 

Cases dismissed or withdraw .... .. 

Criainal 
-W-

10 

Total· 
"TI4 

18 

.. 

Disposed 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

148 (34)e 

5 ( 8)e 
8 ( 6)e 
1 ( o)e 

162 (48)e 

126 (14)e 

1 ( o)e 
25l( 2)e 

1 ( O)e 
153 (16)e 

( O)e 
5 ( l)e 

15 ( o)e 
20:~ l)e 

335 (65)e 
X (65)e 

487 (65)e 

24 

158 
166 

348 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

--X, 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

~ 
X 
X 

N/A 

:jfA 
N/A 

N/A 

f."~. 
", I, 
i..IA 
lilA 

• N/A 
'N/A 

N/A 
HIA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

If!A 

50g1 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

NlA 

I 
"'~\" 
Ii ~ 

\: ( 

i,1 

I 
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North Carolina Supreme Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are know to be included in the total but \lere not available by category. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitions for discretionary revie" granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a tiling is not counted for 

the appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. The lIUmber of granted petitions appearing in the filed 
column "ill usually differ from the number appearing in the disposed column because petitions allowed during one term may not be docketed 

" as appeals until the following term. 
fBeginningc'pcnding figure for the 1978 court year does n"t equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figures are as given in the unpublished reports. 
gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 

Pending figures are incomplete. All data are as given in the unpublished reports. 
iData are not complete: ' 

Pending data for total cases do not: include requests to appeal. 
lSpecial source or revision in the data: 

This figure "as corrected by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

Source: Clerk of the Supreme Court, Supreme Court Caseload Statistics, Spring Term 1978; Fall Term 1978 (Raleigh, North Carolina)(unpubUshed). 
Statistics are from the unpublished reports except that t.otals have been computed where necessary, and correcti,)ns were made during 
data verification. 

NORTH CAIIOLINA romrr OF APP]tAL5 
Interaediate appellate entirt 

9 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, ;f978 

'/ 
Begj,nning Ii' 

peuding 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil and appeal of administrative agency case ••••••••••••••• NIp. 
Crilll:lnal. ......... _ ...... _ .................... t ....... _ ...................... . N/A 

tl/A 
--wTA 

Unspecified ................................................ .. 
Total appeals .. _ ....... t ••••••• t ............... t •• t t ........... t. _ .. .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
'Requests to appeal: ......................................... . 

Petitions It ............. _ •• _ t ................................ , ......... . 

Total other cases ..................... t .............................. _ ....... . 

Total cases ~ N/A 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Motions and petitions ................... _. t ................... t,., •• __ 0 

Total other proc.eedinga ............... L .................... t ................... . o 

Manner of di~position 

Filed 

6971 
4771 

~ 1,174 

~l 

1,525 

1,086 

Disposed 

546j 
489 

98 
1,133 

-1.!l1 

1.446 

1,086 

1,086 

Requests 

*"=~=-;-':'-', . .:.A:lp:J:p:;:e"'a~l:"s=-;--:--::-:--... ' to appeal 
Civil and cgency . ~ Totel 

Written opinion •• ~ ................. , •• 546 4891,035 
W!thdra"al, dismissal, or transfer •••• X l' 95 0 
Granted ......... t,._" _ ........ t ........ ',. ••• _ .. 

Denied ••.• _ ............ _ ....... , t .... _ ... . 

Remanded .. . /, ............... !' ...... _ ••. ;"!' •• _ ...... . o " 0 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
.Blank space • Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court • 
N/A • This case type is handled b~, the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this caoe type are known to be, included in the, total but were not available by ca.t"llory. 
- - Not, applicable. 

37 
272 

4 

End 
Pendiog 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

lfTA 

N/A 

__ 0 

o 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Civil appeals disposed figure includes appeals\~rOO1 the Insurance Commissioaer, the IndustJ;'ial Commissi"n, and the Utilities Commission, as 

"ell as cJ.vll appeals.' 
There are no case filings that "ere. unspecified. These .:ases are cases disposed 'Jf by d1smis~al but: othelvise unidentifiable. 

lSpecial"source or revision in datu: 
The filing data for appeals caS\;S were suppiied by the clerk of the court duriog data verification. 
i'iling and disposition data for requests to ,!ppeal "ere ,supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data ver:lfication. 

mIl)f'1.rmation on disposition type or trial data: 
ifine 1,035 opiniens disposed of 1,038 cases. 

',");ource: Administrative Office of th~ Courts, North Ca~,Ql1na Cou~ts! 1978 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1978). Statistics are from the annual 
report and unpublished data provided by the clerk of the ,court except that totals have been computed where necessary, "nd additions 
"ere supplied by the adminf,strative office of the courts and the cle~k of the court <luring data verification. 

'" 

.j 
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NORm CAROLINA SUPERIOR. roURT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

32 districtB, 58 regular and 8 special judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Eatatea ••. 0. 0 •••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 

Other civil: 
Special proceedingsaj ........................................ . 

Total ciyil ..................................................... . 

Crilainald : 
Felony ........................................................ . 
Appeal of trial court case: 
Misdeme~ nor tria'l de novo ........ 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ............. " ................................... . 

Grand' ttl,tal ....................... o ••••••• , •••••••••••• 0 " ••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

14,660 
45,706fl 

20,003£h 

80,369f 

10,694 

~ 

18,448 

98,817£ 

Filed 

11,541 
32,602 

27,078 

7l,2~1 

30,576 

22,702 

53,278 

124,499 

Disposed 

10,910 
30,841 

27,272 

69,023 

29,113 

21,684 

50,797 

119,820 

Criminal dispositions 

Civil ........ 
C:riJ:rlna1: 

Felony ..... 
Appeal ••••• 

Total ....... 
Grand total ••• 

Jury 
611 

2,034 
1,457 
3,491 
4,102 

Non-jtll:y 
3,954 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Total 
4,565 

N/A 
N/A 
Il/A 
N/A 

Age of pending cases 

Under 30 days ......... . 
30 to 60 days •••••••••• 
61 to 90 days ......... . 
30 to 90 days •••••••••• 
91 to 180 days ........ . 
1!ll days to 1 year ... .. 
1+ to 2 years ........ .. 
Over 2 years ..••••••••• 
Average age (days) ••••• 

Civil 
----s53 

(n) 
(n) 

1,738 
2,147 
3,489 
3,751 
3,3·;)7 

49~.4 

Felony 
1,821 
1,937 
1,501 
3,438 
2,589 
2,235 
1,509 

565 
~08.8 

~ 
1,628 
1,569 

96.> 
2,531 
1,897 
1;463 

951 
302 
1112.4 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

By plea .............................. . 
Dismissal by d1.strict attorney •••••••• 

Time from filing til dispOsition 

Number of cases disposed in: 
Under 30 days .................. . 
30 to 60 days ................... . 
61 to 90 days ................. .. 
30 to 90 days .................. . 
91 to 180 days ................ .. 
181 days to 1 year ............ .. 
1+ to 2 years •.•••••••.••.••.••• 
Over 2 years ••••• 0 •• ,) 0 •••• ' •• 0 •• 

Average time (days) ........... .. 

f!!£ 

\ 627 
~,(n) 
- (n) 

1,513 
1,263 
2,114 
2,805 
2,594 

516.2 

5,130 
7,056 
4,948 

12,004 
6,431 
3,598 
1,404 

546 
128.3 

Appeal 

4,579 
5,054 
3,469 
8,523 
4,779 
2,419 
1,082 

302 
121).9 

N/A a This case typ" is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

aC~t:rt jurisdicr.ion: 
Estate and special proceedings cases were disposed by the clerks of the Superior Court. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is ,:ounted with the filing of 'a petition or complaint. 

End 
pending 

15,285 
45,4671 

19,815 

{!2,567 

12,157 

~ 

20,929 

103,496 

Felony 
15,707 

9,801 

~ 

10,336 
(n) 
(n) 

22,040 
12,473 
8,131 
5,29l 
3,442 

N/li. 

The criminal case unit of count is not conaistent statewide. Cases are counted according to what the courts have in fact treated as casee .. \\. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. )I 
A non-jury trial is counted at the poinr. when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs, 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the e.'ld pending figure for the 1977 court yean 
Figures are as given in the annual repo~t. 

.hFigure was computed: ./ 
Beginning pending figure was calci)1ated using filed, disposed, and end I"'nding figures. 

jExplanation pf data included in tho/'category: \~, 
Special proceedings include such matt,!,rs as petitions in foreclosure, involuntary' commitments to mental hospitals, adoptions, condemnations 

of real property for public purposes, and incompetency of persons to manage their l'erson.!il financial a~.fair". 
ISpeeial source or revision in the data, ,. . 

These figures were corrected by the administrative office of the courts during ~ta verification. 
nInformation time !.nterval or age of pending data: " 

/> Civil data for 30 to 60 days and 61 to 90 days are included iPc the total figure lbted as 30 to 90 days. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Nortb Carolina Courts,. 1978 (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1978). Statistics are frao the annual 
report except that totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions were ma4"',~uring data verification by the administrative 
"ffice of the courts. .~ 

" 

Civild : 
Law: 

NORTIl CAROLINA DISTRICT roURT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

32·districts, 126 judges 
January I, 1971.1 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

General civil .............................................. .. 
Small claims .. " .............................................. . 

Filed 

43,197 
171,612 

Disposed 

DOliestic relations ....... 0 .... •. , ............................... '" ..... 0 •••• 0 

33,551 . 
18,161 
20,646 ~~ 

39,796 
169,275 
45,913 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Crim/'iilld : 
O,{~l~~\crill1ina1: 

\ lIl<)lIi·\'tor vehicle ............................................ . 
) .; 

TOi.J2:)lt'imlnal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

72,358 

48,501 

48,501 

Hotor vehicl,,", ................................................. , 88,543 

Tot,\;i. traffic .................................................. . 88,643 

Juveniled : 
Criminal-type offense: 

Capital ..................................................... . 
Other felony .......................... , .... , ................. . 
}lisdemli\Anor • ' ......... , ... 0 .............. 0 .. " ~ ........ , ........... 0 ............ ,: 

N/ ... 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Probation v~!>lation ........................................ .. 
Total. 0 ..... • '1 .••• 0 •••••• 0 .......................... 0" 0 ............ . 

Status offense: 
Truancy 0 ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• c. •••• 0 •••••••• 

Other undisciplined •• " ..................................... . 
Total ..• 0 ••• 0 ••••• 0 ••• 0 •••• 00 ••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 ••••• ('1. 

Non-offense: 
Dependent .... " .......... , ................................. .. 
Neglected ••..•.• ,~ ........ , •••••.•• 0 •• 0 ••••••••• , ••• , •••••••• , ••• 

Total ............ ; .. 1 ......................................... . 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

Total juvenile ................. , ........ , ......... "............ N/A 

Grand total................................. ................ ..... 209,502ft 

Civil: 
taw ................ . 
SII4l.l claims ...... .. 
DOIIes tic rcla t.ions 0 0 

Total .... !, .......... . 
Criminal ............. . 
Traffic .............. . 

Total .............. ~ ... 
',,/ 

:!!!!7.. 
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59 
390 

390 

Non-jury 
U::,725 

39,292 
52,017 
36,738 
37,263 

126,018 

By magistrate 

161,153 

161,15.~ 
~) 

161,153 

Time from filing to disposition 

Number of cases disposed in: 
Under 30 days 
30 to 60 days 
6r to 90 days 
30 to 90 days 
91 to 180 days •••••••• 
181 days to 1 year •••• 
1 to 2 years ......... . 
2 to 4 years •••••••••• 
Hore than 4 year, ••••• 
Average time to 

£!..Y!!. 
144,066 

(n) 
(n) 

62,6:19 
18,618 
11,096 

8,308 
8,761 
1,496 

~ 

228,0491 
66,4661 
22,0001 
88,4661 
20,2771 

7,0571 
4,9911 
1,749 

(n) 

524,459 
165,346 
40,580 

205,926 
48,379 
15,346 

5,584 
2,093 

, (n) 

Total 
1:1,056 

161,153 
39,351 

213,560 
36,738 
37,263 

287,561 

896,574 
N/A 
N/A 

357,031 
87,274 
33,499 
18,883 
12,603 

N/A 

disposition (days) •• , 102.0 43.9 39.1 N/A 
i\ 

Age of pending caseD (~~yn) 

Lav 
Und/lr 30 'days ...... "......... 2,925 
30 to 60 clays " .. ,............ (n) 
61 to 90 days ........ ,........ (n) 
30 to 90 days ................. 5,214 
91 to 180 days ...... ' ......... 4,859 
181 days to 1 year............ 6,535 
1+ to 2 years................. 7,904 
2+ to 4 yearn ...... .,......... 5,396 
Over 4 years ......... ,........ 1,808 
Average time (days) ., ••••••• ,' 479.9 

Small clai"'" 
Civil Civil" 
p~nding appealed 
before from 

magistrate magistrate 
7,620 162 

(n) (n) 
(n) Cn) 

4,385 318 
2,453 318 
2,576 519 
2,722 454 

722 501 
~O 39 

172.2 433.8 

264,120 

360,401 

815,857 

815,857 

28 
3,397 
6,794 
1,883 

12,642 

994 
2,792 
3,789 

2,488 
2,710 

~ 

21,629 

1,462,007 

254,984 

350,589 

350,589 

801,787 

801,787 

x 
.X 
',X 

X 
12,245 

X 
X 

3,934 

2,954 
3,448 

~ 

22,581 

1,429,941 

CriJ:rlnal dispositions 

Plea of guilty ......................... . 
Preliminary hearing ................... .. 
Waiver ••.••• 0 •••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Dismissed.,,-, district attol:ney •••••••••• 

Traffic dispOSitions 

Plea of guilty ........................ .. 
Preliminary hearing o. 0 0 •• .,. •• 0 ••••••••••• 

Waiver .•..••..•. ,' •••••.•••••.........•. 
Dismissed by district attorney ......... . 

Juvenile dispositions 

Retained D!smssed 
3,212 
1,41l 

Crimina1-type offense 
Status offense •••••••• 
Non-offenae: 

----g;O:j3 

Dependent ••••••••••• 
Neglected ••••••••••• 

Total. .... " ......... , 
Total ................ .. 

Do:oeotic 
relationa 

2,443 
(n) 
(n) 

4,116 
3,506 
4,466 
5;375 
2,980 
1,158 

449·3 

Other 
criminal 

16,843 
7,708 
4,526 

12,234 
8,247 
9,042 
8,810 
3,137 

en) 
221.3 

2,523 

2,231 
2,663 
4,894 

16,450 

Traffic 
40,452 
16,979 

8,126 
25,105 
14,932 
11,646 

8,764 
1,814 

(n) 
136.8 

723 
785 

1,508 
6,131 

335 

End 
pending 

36,952 
20,498 

~ 

81,494 

~ 

58,313 

102,713 

102,713 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

242,520i 

130,667 
20,340 
45,383 
72,417 

165,680 
1,703 

484,685 
83,250 

Total 
12,245 
3,934 

2,945 
3,448 
6,402 

22,581 

(continued on next page) 
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Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X a The data for this case type are kno~"n to be included in the total but were 
- a Not applicable. 

dCase definition or, unit: of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

North Carolina District Court (continued) 

c 
not available by ca tegory. 

Ihe criminal case unit of count is not consistent statewide. Cases are counted according to what the courts have in fact tr.eated as cases. 
A juveaile filing :1,s an allegation contained in a juvenile petition. J,uvenile dispositions are the number of adjudicatory hearings on 

juvenile petitioii's. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is s,",orn. 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeg:!.nning pending figures for the 1978 court year do not equal end pending figures for the 1977 court yenr: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

Inata are not complete: 
Grand total pending iigUl~es do not include juvenile cases. Grand total filed and disposed include all categories. 

lSpecial source revision in the data: 
CriJoinal. time from filing to disposition figures were supplied by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

nlnformation on time interval or age of pending data: 
Data for all civil case categories for the 30 to 60 and 61 to 90 days classes for age of pending and time interval chart. are given in the 

30 to 90 days classification. 
Criminal and traffic cases taking more than 4 years between filing and disposition are included in the 2 to 4 years class. 

Source: Administrat.ive Office of the Courts, North Carolina Courts. 1978 (Raleigh. North Carolina: 1978). Statistic. are from the annual 
rep"rt except that totals have been computed where necessary. and revidons we~e made by the administrative ofHc" of the courts 
dudng the process of data verification. 
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NORTH DAKOTA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices .' 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdir.tion in civil and 

criminal matters from District Courts 
and County Courts with Increased 
Jurisdiction. 

COUNTY COURT 
WITH INCREASED 
JURISDICTION (15) 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

j 

-Civil actions under $1,000, Small 
claims under $1,000, Criminal 
jurisdiction in probate, testamentary 
and guardianship matters. 

- Misdemeanors. prelimlnarv hearings. 

I 
Appeals de novo. ' • I 

, Jury trials... , 

t 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
19 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-All civil actions exclusive over $1,000. 
- All criminal felon'y cases. 
- Misdemeanors, 
~. Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials,. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (184) COUNTY PROBATE 

COURT (3S) 
,-cOUNTY JUSTICE 

COURT (38) 
38Judges 

17Zjudges . 
. Jurisdiction:' 
~" City ordinance violations. 

No jury trials. 

t.. Indicates route of ~ppeal, 

38 Judgcs 
Jurisdiction: 
- Probate, guardianshIp, and other 
testamentar~. matters. 

/;'i 

., Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $200 except 

boundary or title disputes. Small 
claims under $500. 

- Misdemeanors, prelimini),ry hearings. 

: ,jury trials} 
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HORTH IlUDTA SUPB.EIIE roURT 
Court of last resort 

5 j .... tices ' 

1/ 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1918 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : ••••••••• ',~-'~: •••••• , •• 
Cr:1minal. ........................................ 'ry" ........ . 

Total appeals ................................... ill .. ,yo ...... . 

Other cases: Ii 
Original proceedings: /'1 

Original jurisdicU"n: I 
Habeas corpus, mandalhus, prohibition .... .. v ............ . 

Disciplinary matter: 
Disciplinary .......... ,',' ................................ . 
Judicial Qualifications Commission •••••••••••••••••• 'i •••• 

Total ........... ' .................. 0 ..................... .. 

Advisory opinion: 
Certified questions ..................................... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Certiorari .. , ',~" .................................................... ~1 ............ .. 

Writs reques'ting original j,!risdiction ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••• ; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ........................................................................... .. 

Total cases ....................................... ' ........................................... tI ........ .. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. . 
Motions .......... ~ ....................................................................... ,', ........ .. 

Total other proceedings", ....................................... . 

"eginning 
pending 

o 

o 
o 
o 

0\\ 
o 

o 
N/A 
N/A 

--01 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

213h 
61h 

271ih 

N/A 

3 
1 
4 

N/A 
4i 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

--41 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

Time interval (average days) 

Manner of dispositionm 

Written opinion •• ,!' • ••• • • ••• 133m 

Boldfacl' heading,s indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of coun,t: 

From filing .mtry of judgment to notice 
of appeal .................................................... . 

From notice of appeal to decision •••••• : •••••• 
From notice of appeal to complete record •••• 
Prom complete record to appellant's briefs .. 
From appellant's briefs to appellee's briefs. 
From at issue (base ready for calendaring) 

to hearing ......... ~-;; ...•••.••••....••...• , '" 
Fr~ hearing to decision ............. / .•...••.. 

Disposed 

127 h 
41h 

-rr8h 

N/A 

3 
1 
4 

N/A 
4i " 

N/A 
7 
7i 

---rIi 

38 

~ 
4l3~~ 

41 25 
206h 21lh 
44 38 
43 46 
32 30 

38 43 
49 54 

End 
pending 

N/A 

o 
o 
o 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

--01 

N/A 
~ 

il 
il 

N/A 

A filing in North Dakota is not reported (for statistical purposes) until the case has been argued before the court; therefore, figures 
reported are lower than actual court workload. 0 

hFigure l/lla" computed: . " 
Filing figures for appe~l~ were computed by subtracting beginning pending figures from total caselosd figures given in the annual report. 
Disposed figures were calJ~lated from filed and pending figures given in different editions of the annual report. 
Time interval from notice ~f appeal to. decision data were calculated by adding the five ca~egories included in the chart. 

iData are not complete: " 
Beginning pending figures for total other cases and total cases do not include writs requesting original jurisdiction. 
Filed figure for total original proceedings does not 'inc,+ude original juriadictlqn or advisory opinions. These s~me case types are not 

included in total other cases or total cases filed either, nor are requests to appeal cases. " 
Disposed figureO for total'original' proceedings docs not include original jurisdiction or advioory opinions; disposed figure requests to 

appeal does not include certiorari cases. None of these case types are included,. in total other casea or total cases, either. 
Total other"cases and total cases pr.nding at the end of the year do not include original jurisdiction, advisory opinions, or reques,ts to 

appeal cases. . " 
*Spedal source ,pr revision in cltita: 
- Beginning pending figures for appeals were taken from the 1977 snnual rep~'rt where they arc given as end pending figures for' the 1977 court 

year. 
End pending figures were taken from the 1980 annual report where they arc given ,as b~ginning pending figures for the 1979 court year. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data." 
Supreme Court opinions in North Dakota are re!larded as issued when the opinion is signed and filed with the clerk. 

, In 6ddition to the 133"majority op~nions, there were 21 special concurring a~d 24 dissenting opinions. 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, 1977, 1978 (Bismarck, Nort'h Dakota). Statisties are from the anDUal reports 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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NORTH IlUDTA DISTRICT roURT 
Court of general jurisdJ,ction 

7 districts, 19 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 
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Beginning Filed Disposed End ____ -: ________________________________________________________ ~p~e~n~d~i~n~g~ ________ ~ ______________________ ._,_--------------------~p~ 

Civild : 
Tort: 

Other tort: 
Damages .................................... " ..................................... .. 

Contract: 
Collection action .•...•• I •• I •••• ~ • I ••••• I ••••••••• I " I •••• I, • 

Real property rights: 
Real estate matter •• I ., • I I "' of I ••• I I I •••• .... ' •••••••••••• I "' •••••• 

D .. estic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

llt'vorce I •••• I ••• 1," I ••• I I ••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••• I ••••• 

Supportl CUB tody: 
Support proceedings .............. , ........................ . 

Adoption ........................... : ........................ . 
Other d .. estic reliltions: 

Termination of parental rights ............................ . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Estate: 
Guardians hipl conserva tors hipl trus teeship: 

Trusts "'!' I •••• I •••• 1.-" "" I I ••••• I ••••••••• "_I I •••••••••••• 

AppealS: 
Appeal of administrative agency case: 

Appeal administrative hearing ............................. . 
Appeal of trial court case: 

Appeal other ............................................. .. 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Extraordinary writ: 
Special remedy ........................... , ................... . 

Other civU ................................................... . 

Total civil 

Crillinal d: 
Felony: 

Felony A .................................................... . 
Felony B .................................................... . 
Felony C . I •••••••• I ••••••••• I ••••••• I ••• " •• " • I •••••••• I •••••• 

Total ............................................... ' ........ .. 
MisdClle&nor: 

Misdemeanor A I •••••• I I •••• I ••••••••••••••• I I • I •••• I ••••••• I • ,; 

Misdemeanor B • I ••• I ••• '~ •••• I I •• I •••• I ••••• I, •••••••• I ••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Appeal. ........................................................ . 
Extraordinary writ: ' 

Special remedy .•.•.••....•. ~ .•..•. I ••••• " I •••••••••• " ••••••• 

Otlle.r criaiM1 :I. ... :; ................................ ' ••••• I •• ,~ ••••••••••• 

Total c,r1minal •• I ••••••••• I ••••••••• I •••••••••••• ! • ••• I, •••• , •• I I 

Traffic: 
9ther traffic violation: 

Infrac,~ions ••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••• I •••••••••••••••• I 

Juvenile traffic offenses •..•.•.•.••.•• , ••..•..•.•• I ••••••••• 
Total •••. , •..••.••. •. , •..•.....••.••• I •••••••••••••••••• I • ~ •••• 

Total trafftc .................................................. . 

Juven1le~: ,,:', 
Crt.inal-type offense: 

Delinquency ............ " ................................... . 
Statua offense: 

Unruly ...................................................... . 
Non-offense: 

Deprivation ............................................. ' .... . 
Other jlryenile: " 

Other special ptocecdings ................................... . 

Total juvenile ................... , ............................ .. 

Grand total •• I I ••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 'oJ ••••••••••••• I" ••••••• 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
X 

N/A 
X 

N/A 

X 

X 
X 

X 
__ X_ 

4,640fhi 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
:! 

"X 
X 

X 
__ X 

X 

X 
N/A 

~ 

X 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

4,954fh1 

732 

3,095 

501 

2,422 

1,973 
487 

62 
4,944 

35 

59 

72 
131 

83 
~k 

9,975 

24 
155 
737 
916 

13 
9 

22 
56 

12 

-2!. 
1,057 

o 
518 

.2!!!. 
518 

2,82~ 

2,487 

329 

-1Q. 

5;709 

17,259 

739 

2,914 

489 

2,484 

1,509 
475 

X 
4,468i 

15 

70 
(I 

45 
115 

101 
~27k 

9,268i 

18 
119 
697 
834 

15 
11 
26 
76 

16 

~ 

'987 

o 
X 

__ X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

__ X 

Xk 

" 
17 ,758 

X 

X 

X 

X 

x 
X 

N/A 
X 

N/A 

X 

X 
X 

X 
__X 

5,26511 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

x 
__ X 

X 

X 
N/A 

~ 

X 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

(continued on next page) 
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~d North Dakota District Court 

Jury Non-jury Total 

Criainnl diSPr{,sit:1ons 

Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 131 
~e of pending cases If 

" jJ Criminal •• ., •••••••••• 355 15 no 
Jury trial: Clv11D over 18 months ••••.•••• '", ••. 

, ........ ., .... ,.. "i::':'O'"" Conviction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 355 
Acquittal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15 
Acq uit tal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

Dismissel. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 159 .~ 
Pos tconvlction remedy ••.••..•...••...••. 5 
Change of venue ••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 8 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 332 

~j/' 
-0

/

--:'-'. 

Boldface, headings indicate the classifications used by the IlCSP. 
lI/A - This case type is handled by the court but th~ data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted at the filing of " petition or complaint:. '. 
The· criminal case unit of count is the caae number assigned to the information or i~d1;;tment. 
The juvenile case unit of count is the number of referrals. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to verdict. 
.\. non-jury trial is counted when conte. ted. 

( 
) J 

f 

fBeginning. pending figure for the 1978 court year does ,'lot equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figure is as calculated from data given in the annual report and .upplied by the admini.trative office of the court. hFigure was computed: Ii 

Beginning pending data were computed from filing and di.positions given in the annual report and end pending dat!' .upplied by the admin-istrative office of the court during data verification. ,! " 
iData are not complete: .. _. 

Total d...,atic relatiOllS and total civil disposed figures do not include otller d...,stic relations cases. 
Pending figure. for total civil cases do not include other dnaentic rclaU"""" or estate "".e data. 
Grand total pending figues do not include other dcaestic relations, estate, juvenile traffic offe'!"e., or' juvenile data. kAdditional information: 

Cases 
1,330 

173 

Included under other civil are 162 foreign judgment cases filed and 155 di.po.ed. 

" Of the 6,464 juvenile, juvenile traffic, and termination of parentel. rights ca.es di.po.ed, 1,039 were disp~.ed formally, 2,996 informally, and 2,429 were di.po.ed by counselling or adjustmel.\t. 
ISpecial .ource or revision in the data: 

7 ~\ 

End pending figures were suppl:f.ed by the administrative 
nInformBtion on time interval' or age of pending data: 

Trus t ca.es pen,\ing are not inclu~.ed in the civU age of pending case. da ta. 

'\ 
office of the cour,;.)dur!ng data verification. 

Source: North Dakota Judicial Council, Annual Report, 1978 (Bi.marck, North Dakar,). "Statistics are from the annual report ex~ept that totals 
have heen computed where necesRary, and additional data were .upplied by the administrative office af the court dur~ng data verification. 

o 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------*-------------------------------------------~<r~ 

NOIlTB DAlOTA OOllN'rY l'IIOlI.UB ooiiu 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

38 COUDtiea, 38 judges 
January I, 1978 to Dec_ber :n, i978 

------~-----~------------------------~--------------------------~B~e~g~ln~n~1~ng---------------F-i-l-ed--------------------------, .. ----~~----
pendilll! CivUd: Disposed End 

Estate: 
Probate/vilIs/intestate: 

Probate ....................................................................................... '!' ............ .. 

Guardianship/conservatorship/truateeship: 
Guardianahip/conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ . 
Hental health: 

Mental health hearings ••••••••••••••••• , .................... . 
Emergency commitments .................................................... ,. ........................ .. 

Tetal ........................................................ . 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Grand total ...................................................... 

N/A 
N/A 

21..! 
N/A 

lI/A 

Boldface heading. indicate the clas.ification. used by the 11CSP. 
N/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCaae definition or unit of count: 

A civil case i. counted with the filing of a petition or coopiaint. 
iData are not complete: 

1,624 

163 
1,787 

N/A 
N/A 

21..! 
1,787i 

l,78~i 

1,369 

103 
1,472 

30 
17 

~ 
1,519 

',1,519 

pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Total civil a~ grand total filed figures do hot include .... ntalbe;Uth caaes. 
Mental health case. are included in the disposed figuren. 

Source: North Dakota Judjcial Council, Annual Report. 1978 (Bi.marck, North Dakota). Statistics are frQll the annual repert 
except that totals have been computed where nece.sary. 
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NOilTH IloU.OIA OOUNTY OOUU VITH DlCRRASED JUlUSDICTIOH 
Court of l!.ited jurisdiction 

15 counties, 15 judges 1978 
January I, 1978 to Dece.ber 31, 

C1vUd : 

Law: •• 

S~!~~·::::::,:::::::::::::,::::,:::::::::::::::::::::::::: .. 
Estate: 

Probate/vill./ intestate: 
Probate ................................................... . 

~uardianship/coMervatorship/tru.tee.hip: •••• , ••••••••••• 
. Guardian.hip/con.ervator.hip ••••••••••••••• 

Total 7~ ............. ,~ ........................................... , 
Hental health: ld" ' ................ . Mental health hearing. he ................ . 

Emchgency commitment ••••••••••••••••••• o.o.o. .. o. .. o.o.o.o.o.o.o..o. .. o.o.o.o.o.o. 

Total ....................................................... .. 

Total civil ................................................... .. 

Crildnald : 
H.isdeaeanor o.o.o.o. .. o. .... o. .. o.o.o..o.o. .. o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o.o. ... o. ••••••• o. •••• o.o. ........... . 

PreUirlnory hearing: .................... ' ......... .. Felony ....................... . 

Total criminal ..•. ~."""" ....•......•...•.....•............• ,I. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation:, .. 

Noncriminal t.raffic ....................... ' ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic .•..••.•••.•.........................•.....•.•..... 

Beginnicg 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

_.lY.!!, 

N/A 

N/A 

~ 

N/A 

21..! 
N/A 

Filed 

2,529 
4,305 

1,695 

244 
1,939 

N/A 
N/A 

~ 

8,773i 

11,784 I 

~ 

12,953 

~ 

N/A 

N/A Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _._._._._._.-.-•• -.-.--------------c------ 21,726i 

:traffic disposi tiona 

Otber 
Convictions ................ . 
Acquiltals ................ . 
Di.mi.sal ................. . 

he 1 .sification. u.ed by the NCSi'. 
Boldface heading. indicate t deb

a 
th ourt but the data are unavailable. 

N/ A - This ca.e type is handle y e c , 

traffic violation 
59,201 

334 
13 

dCas~definition or unit: of count; '. of a etition or complaint. 
, ... , A civil case i. counted with the fil~ng n~mber a •• igned to the information, indictment, or complaint. _/ The criminal case unit of count 1s t ~ .. ~ase 
iOat!l are not complete:fi ~ not includ'.. mental ooalth ca • .,s. 

341 

End 
Dispo.ed 

pending 

2,359 N/A 
4,265 N/A 

921 N/A 

203 N/A 
1,124 N/A 

656 N/A 
298 N/A 
95?k NjA 

8,705 N/A 

9,469 N/A 

~ ~ 

10,409 N/A 

59.548 21..! 
59,548 N/A 

78,662 N/A 

Total civil ~iled gures a h traffic case •• 
Grand total filed does not include mental healt or id ifi d 

kAdditional information: c includes 3 .. ental health cases from Well. County, which were not further, ent e. The total number of mental health c8.es disposed 

Source; North Dakota Judicial 
that totals have b.en 

(Bi.marck, North Dakota)., Stati.tics are from the annual report except Council, Annual Report, 1978 ,< 
computed whero riaccssary. 
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NORm IlAl(OTA mmmr JUSTICE mORT 
Court of l!.ited jurisdiction 

38 counties, 38 judges 
January I, 1978 to .Dec_ber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

ChUd : 
Law: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Saall. c1aiJas ..................... " .......................... .. 

Total civil 

Crildnal.d : 
IUsd ......... or ................................................... . 
PrellAiDary bearing: 

Felony .;;;o;,~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 0 . .........•..•••••.•••. 

Total criminal .................... 00' .......................... .. 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Noncriminal traffic ......................................... . 

,Total traffic ................ ; ..... ; ........................... . 

Grand total ...................................................... . 

N/A 

--1!!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

--1!!.A 
N/A 

--1!!.A 
N/A 

N/A 

Traffic dispositions 

Filed 

40 
l,09li 

l,131i 

4,398 

'C;:~ 

4,709 

~ 

N/A 

5,840i 

Other traffic violation 
Convictions ............ 27,322 
Acquittals ............. 303 
Dismissals ••••••••••••• 39 

Boldface headings indicate the 'classifications used by the NCSP. 
!I/A - This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dease definition or "unit of count:: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned to the information, icdictment, or complaint. 

'-lData are not complete: 

.. 

Disposed End 
pending 

" 
39 N/A 

1,026i ~ 

l,065i N/A 

3,779 N/A 

--.ill. ., N/A 

4,033 N/A 

27,664 ~ 
" 27,664 N/A 

32,762i N/A 

No S1Imll. claiJas data were available from the court in Hettinger County. They are cot included in small clailas, total civil, or grand total 
" filings or dispositions. 
Grand total filing figure does not include traffic case.. Traffic cases are included in the disposed figure. 

Source: North Dakota Judic;!,al Council, Annual Report, 1978 (Bismarck, North Dakota). "Statistics are from the annual ieport except 
that totals have been computed where necessary. 

----~----------------------------------------------------------------------------------~----i 

NOII7H IlUOTA KUHICIPAL mORT 
Court: of l!.ited jurisdiction 
184 aunicipaUties, 172 judge\) 

January i\ 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 
d\ 

Beginnina 
;1 pending 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: Cc 

Criminal traffic ............................................ . 
Noncriminal traf fic ............................................ " ••••••• 

Total .................................... ' ................... .. 

Total traffic ...................... _ •• _. "." _" -••••••••• _ •••• _ ••. ). _ 

Grand total ..... \ .................................... , .......... . 
I, 

N/A 
N/A 

Jl.! 
N/A 

N/A 

~--------~--~~':'~,----------

Traffic dispositions 

Filed 

ilIA 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Non-jury td~l: 
Other traffic violation 

Criminal Noncriminal Total 
Convictions ••••••••••••• ~ ""3";635 39, 762 43,397 
Acquittals ............. .. 

Dismissals ••••••••••••••••• 
216 1, 027 1,243 

38 70 108 

Boldface headings indicate the. class1ficaeions u.sed by the NGSP. 
N/A - This case 'type is handled by the, court, but the data are unavailable. 

(.1 

Disposed 

3,889 
40,859 
44,748 

44,748 

44,748 

I, 

" 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Nortl1 Dakota Judicial Council. A~nual Report. 1978 (Bismarck, North D&kota).. Stati8t:f~;t;J ace fran the annual ~eport except that l~otals 
have been computed where" nee~ssary. 
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OHIO COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
71ustices 
jurisdiction: 
_ Final appellate jurisdiction over all 

lower courts. 
_ Constitutional questions and questions 

of great general or public interest. 
_ Appeals from Board of Tax ~ppeals 

and Public Utilities CommiSSIOn. 

COURT OF APPEALS (11) 
\ 

44 judges jJ 1\ 
Jurisdiction: 1/ 
_ General appellate review of judgr)'lent 

of lower courts.; ! 
_ Appeals from Board of\~:xAp9(,als. 

.~ t 
COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (88) 
314 judges 
jurisdiction: . 
_ Ci\'il actions over $500. ExclUSIve 

domestic relations and probate 
jurisdiction. . 

_ Exclusive felony .,nd most seraous 
criminal jurisdiction. 

_ Exclusive juvenile j\lrlsdiction. 
_ Appeals from most"administrative 

agencies. 

Jury trials. 

I MUNICIPAL COURT (no) 
'\'" 

1881udges 

COUNTY COURT (59) 
59 judges 
jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 

... Civil adions under $10,000; ~x ... 
clusive fordble entry .1Ild detainer, 
and small claims. 

,... Civii actiuns under $500, exclusive 
forcible enlr)' and detainer, ane! 
small claims. 

- Misdemeanor, traffic, felony 
preliminarIes. 

_ Misdeme",ors, traffic, municipal 
ordinance, felony preliminaries. 

Jury Irials, 

COURT OF CLAIMS 
1 judge sits on temporary assignment 
jurisdiction: ' , 
_ ElSclusive jurisdiction in civU actions 

against the state and over claims 
removed from other courts to 
Court of CI,1ims. 

Jury trial except i~ claim against state. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

jury trials. 

, 

MA VOR'S COURJ (690) 
690 judges (maYors) , 
Jurisdiction: • 
_ Minor criminal cases, mainly tr.,ffic 

violations. 

No jury trials. 

] 

Court of 
last 

resort 

In ler;;'edia te 
appellate 

court 

COllrt of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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OHIO SUPREIIE COUII.T 
Court of last resort 

7 jusl:ices 
January 1, 197il to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Cases: 
AppC;als: 

Pursuant to allowance ............................................................................. .. 
Origina ting in Court of Appeals ............................. . 
Conflict ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Capital punishment .......................................... . 
Appeal of adminisr.rative agency case: 

Tax ....................................................... . 
P.U.C.O. , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ....................................................... . 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ...................................................................................... .. 
Other original actions .................................. . 
Power siting committee .................................................................... .. 

Total .................................................... . 
Disciplinary .............................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Requests to appeal; -::-::., 

Motion for leave to appeal ................................ . 
Motion to certify ......................................... . 

Total ................. ; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total other (::ases ...................................... •. ~ .............................................. .. 

Total cases ................................................................................................ ,. ...... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N!A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

"NJA 

N/A 

N/A a This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Filed 

56 
22 

7 

38 
30 
68 

153 

46 
112 

2 
160 

14 
174 

548 
718 

1,266 
1,440 

~91)n 

(91)e 

1,593 (91)e 

Disposed 

132 
59 
17 
21. 

30 
31 
61 

290 

46 
117 

2 
165 

14 
179 

565 (30)e 
665 (61)e 

1,230 (91)e 
1,409 (9l)e 

j) 

End 
pend.f.ng 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

"NJA 

N/A 

Motions to certify and motions for leave to appeal that have been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing 
is not counted for the resulting appeal. These granted motions are the numbers appec:ring in p<'.rentheses. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1978 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OHIO COUII.T OF APPEALS 
Intermediate appellate court 

11 districts, 44 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Criminal ................................................... . 

Total appeals . ~.' ....... I .............................................. .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Miscellaneousj ........................................... . 
Total other cases ........................................... . 

Total cases ................................................................ . 

Beginning 
pending 

2,578f 
1,827f 
4,405£ 

4,628f 

Manner of dispOSition 

,Full opinion •••••••••••••• 
Per curiam. ................... . 
Dismissal ................ . 

CIvil appeals 
2,076 

683 
1,389 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

.Crinnal appeala 
1,213 

718 
664 

Filed 

4,365 
2,568 
6,933 

613 
6IT 

7,546 

Miscellaneousj 
218 
139 
266 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court 'Year: 
Figures are as given in the a"nual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions, 
Figures are as reported in the annual report. 

D1eposed 

4,148 
2,595 
6,743 

623 
6IT 

7,366 

Total 
3,507 
l,54C1 
2,319 

345 

End 
pending 

2,776g 
1,800 
4,576g 

213 
---zIT 

4,789g 

jExplanation of.,.data included in 1:he category: 

Miscellaneous cases include habeas corpus, original actions,,, appeal";) of administrative agency cases, and appeals from the Court of Claims. 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1978 (Columbus, Ohio). Statistics are from the aLlnual report except that 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

\1 

OHIO COURT OF COHMON PLKAS 
Court of general juris~iction 

88 counties, 314 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

C1vnd: 
Tort: 

Other tort: 
Personal injury ......................................... '" .••...• 
Wrongful c!~~t;:h •••••• ~ ••• , •••••••••••••••.••••. ~;;-;.;.;:"'" ..... , ••••• 

fatal • ~ ...................................... " .......................... . 
D ...... tic relations: ' 

Adoption ••••••••••••••.••••••.•••.••••••••.••••••.••••••.••••• 
Other doaestic relations: ' 

Domes tic r~la tions ........ ": .......................... •......•.. 
Birth records • •. ~ •••...•••• ": ............... '.~"""""" ........ .. 

Total .................. , ................................................ .. 
Total., ................. '~T' ••••• , ..... ~ ... ................... • ' •.••• 

Rotate: . 
Probate/vills/intestate: ~1. 

Decedents' estates . ~ .............. ';"; .•.•.•••. ' .................. . 
Probate civil act.ions .•.. . ' ................... , .................. . 
Hinorts settlement .............. 'I. ......................... , .......... . 

Total ........ ~ •••...•..••••..•. ' ....... ~ ..................... '" ........ 10. 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship and testamentary tr\Jsts .......................... . 

Total ........................................ ~ •. , .•. '" ... ! l" .......... It .. .. 

Mental health: 
Mental illness and retardat.f.on •..•••• , ...... • , ...................... . 

Appeals: 
Appenl of adainiotrstive agency c8se: 

Workmen's compensu tion .. ; .......................................... .. 
Appropria ti.ons .. ~ ..................................... "t ................... . 

Total ........................... If ........ ' . ." ............... ;. ~ ••••• , • 

Other civil: 
, Name change ••• ••••••••••••••• 11 ••••• ••••••••••••• t; •••••••• ~ ••• 

All other civil ............................ l. ................... ~ •••••• 
Total .••••.•.•••.•••.....••..••.•.•.•••• ;h~ ............. ••.••• 

" . "', 

Beginning 
'pending 

23,383£ 
N/A 

23,383£:1. 

N/A 

26,570f 
N/A 

26,570i 
26,570i 

43,700f 
3,655 

N/A 
47,355i 

21,413f 
68.761l£1 

N/A 

1,742f 
.573 

2,279 f 

N/A 
31,410f 
31,410i 

1\ 
\ c 
"-\f 

Filed 

21,007 
580 

21,587 

7,049 

87,348 
2,729 

90,077 
97,126 

62,478 
5,2/,7 
1,425 

69,150 

8,330 
77 ,480 

7,586 

1,849 
629 

2,478 

3,074 
45,427 
48,501 

Total civil. •••.. "~~ .•.....• '.~ .•...•... ~ ................ , ......... '\'-, 152,410fi 254,7~8 

Disposed Enci 
pending 

20,239 24,151 
b46 NiA 

20,885 24,151gi 

6,673 N/A 

86,070 2;:',848 
2,723 N/A 

88,793 27,848i 
95,466 ?7,848gi 

60,536 44,454g 
5,303 3,4968 
1,314 N/A 

67,153 47,950gi 

6,277 22,6798 
73,430 70,629gi 

7,589 N/A 

1,539 2,052 
681 485 

(~,22\1 2,537 

3,Gil1 N/A 
44,861 31,976 
47,942' 31,976 

247,512 l57,14l8i 

(continued all next page) 
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Ohio Court of Common Pleas (continued) 

Crilrlnald : 
Felony: 

Criminal 

Total criminal 

Juvenil.e: 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 

Triald 

6,583f 

6,583f 

19,773f 

178,766£1 

31,575 

31,575 

210,539 

496,872 

30,603 

30,603 

206,258 

484,373 

Cirtl dispositionsm 

~g 

7,555g 

24,034 

188,75OZi 

Cirtllll: Personal Domestic 
relations 

Agency All other 
Personal injury ••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 968 2,087 

11,048 
3,055 

11,048 
~ appeal civil 

Domestic relations ...................... . 
Appea1: Dismissal without prejudice •• 

Dismissal with prejudice ••••• 
2,077 
9,693 

702. 
1,324 

21,868 341 8,033 
Appea1 of adlIlinistrative agency case ., 172 249 

9,094 
22,478 

421 
9,627 

24,151 

784 11,091 
All other civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 533 Default ...................... . 100 10,422 

Total •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,673 Transfer ••••• ~ ••••••••••••••• 
Contested •• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 
Pretrial ••••••••••••••••••••• 

126 2,612 
Crillli:lal : 53,154 

JU!~~~ :::::::::: ~':::::::::: :::~::::::::: 1,938 
2,006 3,944 3,388 448 3,076 

Grand Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,611 
12,564k 12,564 
37,048 40,659 

Age of pending cases 

Over 6 months 
Personal injury ••••••••••••• NI A 

Over 12 months 
N/A 

Over 24 months 

Wormen I 5 compensation •••••• N/ A 
Appropriations •••••••••••••• 161 
Other civil ••••••••••••••••• NIA 
Crinnal •••••••••••••••••••• 156 

527 
N/A 

9,298 
N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

2,181 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

filA = This case type is hsndled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Crinnal dispOsitions 

Guilty plea •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed with prejudice ••••••••••••••••• 
By unavailability •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer ................................. . 
Nolle prosse ....................... :,1 ••••••• 
Pretrial •• " •••••••• It ....................... . 

'rhe criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figures for. the 1978 court year do not equal the e • .d pending figures for the 1977 court year. 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as gi"{en in the annual report. 

inata are not complete: 
Pending data were not: reported for all cirtl cstegories. Only those reported are included in the total. 

kAdditional information: 
In addition to the juvenile court trials reported, 87,513 hearings before a judge and 200,560 h~,~rings before a referee were held 

in juvenile cases. 
mcategories for disposition type or trial data: 

17 ,767 
432 

1,565 
1,224 
3,885 
1,786 

Cirtl trial and disposition information includes only personal injury, appeal of administrative agency case, and other cirtl cases. 
/\ 

Source: Office of the Administrative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1978 (Columbus, Ohio). 'Statiatics are"fran the annual report except thst 
totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OHIO COlJllTY CODaT 
Court of l1~ited jurisdiction 

59 c~,~t8, 59 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cbild: 
Tort: 

Other tort: 
Personal injury and property damage ...................... .. 

Contract ................................. ' •••••••••••• " •••••••••• 
S-..u. claiaa ................................................. .. 
Real property rights: 

Forcible entry and detainer ................................. . 
Other cirtl ................................. , ................. . 

Tot",\ civil,. c ..................................................... . 

Cr1aiual. d: 
~d..-eanor: ............ ~ ..................................... . 
Prelt.inary bearing: .......................................... . 

Felony ...................................................... . 

'rotal {rimin'll ................................................ .. 

J 
Traff';~: 
"l)I:"'!/DUI: 

/' • Operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated •••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

113f 
1,146f 
l,81Of 

824f 
~f 

4,805f 

2,613f 
608f 

127 
3,648 

12,944 

2,079 

~ 

20,690 

21,924 
3,375 

25,299 

8,767 !l Other trafnc: violation: 

lil\l Tot::a:::fcf~C"" .................................... '" ........ .. 

l\ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
'I' 

l,430f 

~f 

5,710f 

134,378 

143,145 

I' . 1/ Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••• \'t. •••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••• 13,736f 

Tria1d 

Tort ............. ,......... 2 
Contract ••••••••• )~... • • .... 2. 
Ileal property rights •••••• 4 
Other civil ............... 2 

Total...................... 10 
CriJdnal: 

Hisd .... eanor ••••••••••••••• 89 
Traffic: 

DWI/DUI ................... 117 
Other trafnc: violation .,. 37 

Total... ................... 154 
Grand "total ................. 253 

Civil dispOSitions 

Pretrial ...................................... . 
Dismissal for want of prosecution •••••••••••••• 
Other dismisaals ............................. .. 
Transfer to other judge ........ ' .............. .. 
Default hearing by judge ' ..................... .. 
Default hearing by referee ................... .. 

Tort 
--0-

8 
35 
o 

101 
o 

Contract 
--2-

183 
511 

2 
2,868 

16 

33 
107 
113 
152 
405 

1,940 

917 
2,251 
3,168 
5,513 

189,134 

35 
109 
117 
154 
415 

2,029 

1,034 
2,288 
3,322 
5,766 

S.,,11 

~ 

719 
3,313 

40 
9,15,9 

31 

Real 
property 
rights 

4 
109 
782 

3 
1,511 

6 

I 
if 

Disposed 

179 
3,691 

13,262 

21,971 

22,003 
3,642 

25,645 

9,084 

134,507 

143,591 

191,207 

Other 
civil 

--3-3-

81 
480 

2 
1.542 

15 

Total 
--3-9 

1,100 
5,121 

47 
15,181 

68 

347 

End 
pending 

538 
1,065g 
l,439g 

2,054g 
318g 

2,372g 

1,070g 

3,864g 

4,934g 

10,678g 

Crinnal dispositions Trafnc: dispositions 

Hisd ....... nor 
Plea .............................. 9,209 
Pretrial ••••••••••••••••••••••• ;.. 207 
Dismissal for wllnt of prosecution.. 1,299 
Other dismissals :.. ............... 3,593 
!ransfer .................... ;..... 50 
Violations Bureau ••••••••••••••••• 3,743 
Preliminaty hearing--bound over ••• 
Waiver of preliminary hearing, 

b,ound over ••• " ••••• , ............ . 
Unavailability of accused •• ~ •••••• l,87~ 

l'reliJdnary 
hearing 

232 
712 

1,885 

578 
235 

Total 
9,209 

207 
1,531 
4,305 

50 
3,743 
1,885 

578 
2,108 

Ple~ .............................. 
Pretrial ......................... . 
Dismissal for want of prosecution •• 
Other dismissals •••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer ................ , ........... . 
Violations Bureau ................. . 
Unavailability of accused ........ . 

DIII/Dur 
~, 

332 
148 
386 

15 

321 

:~' 

:::. 

Other 
t"af£1c 

violations 
49,893 

174 
819 

1,500 
34 

66,019 
13,780 

Total 
56,741 

506 
967 

'1,886 
49 

66,019 
14,101 

('continued on next page) 

" 



~~~-r~~,~------"------------------------------------------------ ------------------r---~------------------

348 

Ohio County Court (continued) 

'"I 
Age of pending cases 

Over 1 month 

Civil: 
Tort •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '. ••••••• ..................... N/A 
Contracts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NI A 
S-n. claDs •..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NI A 
Real. property rights •••••••••• ,1 .. ·. ................. ....... N/A 
Other civil ............................................... N/A 

CriDina1: 
Misd.,..,anor ............................................... NI A 
Prelillinary hearing ....................................... 82 

Traffic: 
DWI/DOI ................................................... NI A 
Other traffic violations .................................. NI A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
-- = Not applicable. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Ove" 6 montho 

N/A 
N/A 
55 

N/A (! 
N/A 

153 
(n) 

77 
221 

The criminal case unit of .count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trisl is counted when the jury is sworn. 

Over 12 months OVer 24 montha 

N/A 10 
106 " (n) 
(n) (n) 

3 (n) 
25 (n) 

(n) (n) 
(n) (n) 

(n) (n) 
(n) (n) 

A non-jury trial is counted when the first wi.tness is sworn. Hearings by, administrative judges and referees arc. not included as non-jury 
trials. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year doesCnot equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report .. 

gChange in pending does not equai the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as report'2d in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data. included in the category: 
Filed figures i';clude both reactivated cases and original filings. 

mCategories for disposition type or tdal data: ' .. 
" Civil trials do not include 9,159 hearings by judge in sma1l claims ca,ses. /1 

nTime interval or age of pending data:" /I 
Contracts, forcible entry and detainer. and other civil cases pending over 24 months are included with those pending ~fer 12 months. 
SmalL claDs, ~deaeanor, and traffic cases pending over 12 months, and over 24 months are included with those pendi"\\.over 6 months. 
Prelillinary bearing cases pending over 6 months. over 12 montha. and. over 24 months are included with those pending ol!e"ll 1 month. 

, ~ 
Source: Office of the Administrative Director. Ohio Courts Surunary 1978 (Co1umbuG. Ohio). Statistics are from the annual report except that 

totals have been computed where necessary .. 

(j) O~O mORT OJ! CLAIIISa 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

1 court, 1 judge sits on teaporary assignaent 
January I, 1978 to Dec_her 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adain1.strative agency case: 
4-dministrativ';.,::. ~ ............... .., ................................................................ .. 
Judicial ~ ._"'':-;; .............................. ,,-:'_.oo ........ _ ... O' .-O' .. O' ........ .. 
Victims .of crimesa ........................ O'.~: ....... O' ..... O' ... O' .... O":' ... O' ... . 

Total ........... O'O'O'O' .. O'O' .... O'O' ... O' ........ O'O' ....... ~ ........... O' ...... O'. 

Beginning 
pending 

344 
297 
558 

1.199 

Total ci~Tl .................................... .o ................ ~ 

Grand total ................ t-.: ................................... 1.~99 

Filed 

483k 
263k 

1.243 
1.989 

1.989 

Disposed 

422 
328 

1..239 
1,989 

1.989 

Civil dispositions 

Non-jury Total 
46 

Settlement ..................... ,., ........... O".O' .. O' ....... O'.. . ...... 129 
Civil 45 ' Administrative determination ••••••••••••••••••• ; •••• ~79 

Boldface headings indicate the c4ssifications used by the NCSP. 

End 
pending 

405 
232 
664g 

1,3018 

1.301g 

aCourt jurisdiction: "I 
All cases where the' amount of the claim exceeds $1.000 must be determined by a judge. Where the amount of the .c1aim is between $ioo.Oland 

$999.99. the claim is determined by a judge unless a wal!qer is filed •. ,All claims from $O.OQ to $100.00 and a 1 claimli' between $100.of and 
$99~.99 where the right to trial has been waived a'te administratively determined,oby the clerk or deputy clerk tof the Court of Claims. ' 

Jurisdiction over victims of crime cases was givell to the C<lurt as of December 28. 1976. ." f. : .. 

dCase definition or unit of count: " ~ 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or eomplaint. . . 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. " 
A non-jury trial is ,counted when the first. witness is sworn. 

kAddition j,nfbrmation: 
Filings include reinstated cases. " 

Source: Offlceof the Administrative Director. Ohio Courts Summary 1978 (Columbus, O~io)~ Statistics are ,from the annual ~~t except· that" 
totals have been computed where necessary. .. • - .. ~ 

I 

'r 

o 

, .', . f(/' 
,~' ; 
: .... \) 

Tort: 

OHIO KUNICIPAL mnT 
Court rM Uaited jurisdiction 

110 courts, 188 judges 
January 1, 1978 to IlaclSber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

.Personal injury and property damage ........................ .. 8.716f 
50.021f 
11.152f 

Contract ......... '.' ........................................... . 
Saall. claims ................................................. .. 
Real property rights: 

17.931 
171.166 

77 ,671 

Disposed" 

17.484 
163,578 

74.904 

349 

End 
pending 

9.151g 
57.583g 
13.820g 

14.228g 10.490f 
~f 

Forcible entry aod detainer ................................. . 
Other civil ........................ • .... • ....... ••• .. • ........ • 

52.854 
18,176 

49.095 
17,300 ~g 

!focal civil ................................................... .. 87.034f 

Criainald : 
Misdeaeanor ................................................... . 19.5$,5f 

,J, 
Preliainary bearing: 

3,O'35f 
Felony ................... ;' ...... • .. ••••••••• .... •• .. •••• .... • 

Total criminal" ................ • .. • ...... • .......... • .. • ........ • 22.591f 

Traffic: 
DWI/DOI: 

Operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated •••••••••• " ••••••• 
Other traffic·violation: 

8.773f 

40,348f 

49.121f 

Traffic ........... , .......................................... . 

. Total traffic ................................................. .. 

Grand total ...................................................... ;'1, 

Civil-: 

158,746f 

Triald 

Tort ..................... .. 
Contract .................. . 
Real property rights ••••••• 
Other clvil .............. .. 

Total •• { .,.~ ........... '\ ............. . 
Criainal: 

Misdemeanor ............... . 
Traffic: 

DWI/DOI ................... . 
Other traffic violatic.n •••• 

Total ................ •• .... .. 
Grand total .................. . 

144 
188 

39 
33 

404 

823 

563 
150 
713 

1.940 

Civil dispositions 

Pretrial ............ 1' ..................... ;; .............. . 

Dismissal for want of prosecution ••••• ' ••••••••• 
Other dis~lssals .......... O' ................................. .. 

Transfer to other judge ............................... . 
Default hearing by judge ..................... .. 
Default hearing b)' referee ..................... ' 

Criainal dispositions 

, Preliainary 
IU.sd.,..,anor Hearing 

Plea ............................ .. I) 
Pretrial ......................... . 

Tort 
~ 

1.409 
5.44) 

2'46 
5.620 
2.119 

COntract 
-;:T.6il 

10.362 
31.980 

640 
87.621 
24.375 

337.798 

238.138 

38,251 

276.389 

52.068 

1,1:94.086 

1.246.154 

1.~60.341 

1.466 
4.791 
1.105 
1.158 
8.520 

12.128 

3.756 
15.475 
19.231 
39.879 

SJOalllr. 
claims 

4.961 
18.607 

927 
18.077 
32.332 

1.610 
4.979 
1.144 
1.191 
8.924 

12.951 

4.319 
15.625 
19.944 
41.819 

Real 
property 
rights 

504 
7.408 

11.415 
159 

14.996 
13.469 

322.361 

233.600 1 

37.051 

270.651 

51.322 

1,182,723 

1.234.045 

1.827.057 

Other 
civil 

----:331J 
955 

4.463 
88 

9.207 
1.066 

Traffic dispositions 

Total 
5.412 

25.095 
71.908 

2.060 
135.521 

73.361 

Dismissal for want of prosecution •• 

123.451 
8.450 
!f.598 

34,134 
1,1,14 

10.170 

Total 
123.451 

8.450 
7.()l2 

44.304 
844 

19.477 
12.958 

c'. 
Plea ............................. . 

DWI/DUI 
36.883 

2.218 
500 

2.552 
306 

I)ther 
traffic 

violations 
426.604 

3.848 
3.697 

40.392 
496 

582.155 
109.906 

Other dismissals ................. . 
;transfer ................................. to 

Viola tions· Bureau ..... io ................. . 

p'~eliminary 'hearing--bound over ••• 
. Waiver of p~eliminary hearing. 

bound over ..... '\;\~' ............. , ... 
Unn'"ailability of accused ••••••••• 

... 844 " 
19.477 

28.695 

12.958 

10.478 
2.031 

co-
10.478 
30.726 

Pretrial ......................... . 
Dislilissal fot' want of prosecution •• 
Other dismissals ................. .. 
Transfer ....................... •• .. • .. •••• • 
Viola tioUl! Bureau ...................... . 
Uriav!jilability of accused ........ . 4,544 

Age 6f pending cases 

~~" Over 6 months' 
Civil: 

Tort ................................. , .................. . 
,Contract ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• O' ..................... . 

SlIall c:lailu ........................................... .. 
Ileal property rights ..................... k' ........... .. 
Other civ;f,l ....... ••• .. ·,·· .. • .... ••• ...... 'ir~'»············· 

Criainal: . . ) /) 
Hisdelleaoor '" .... ' ............... ~ .. ': •••••• ~ .. ,- '. 'It .... ''/' .. , .......... .. 
P~nary. hearing ..................... { ... ~ ••••• , ...... . 

Traffic: (j , 
DIll/DUI ....................... '.' •••••••• / ...... ~ ........ . 
Other traffic violatioos ............... ';, .............. .. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
410 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
927 
N;A 
N/A 

714 
(n) 

96 
1.073 

Over 12 months '\Over'24 months 

n N/A 245 
2.207 (n) 

(n) (n) 
325 (n) 
334 (n) 

(n) (n) 
(n) (n) 

(n) (n) 
(n) (n) 

102.241g 

23.806g 

4.222g 

28.028g 

9.498S 

51.336g 

60.834g 

191.103g 

Total 
463.487 

6.066 
4.197 

42.944 
802 

582.155 
114.450 

(continued on n""t pag"')' 
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Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - 'this case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
- - Not applicable. 

dCasR definition or, unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the nUmber of'defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury, trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

Ohio Municipal Court (continued) 

A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
trials. 

Hearings by administrative judges and referees are not included as non-jury 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 c~urt year does not equal the end panding figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and disposii!ons: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the catego,y: /) 
Filed figures include both reactivated cases' and Original filings. 

kAdditional information: 
In addition to the small clams dispositions repo';i:ed on the chart, 835 small claiJos cases transferred were sent to the regular civil 

docket. 
''''Categories for disposition type or trial data: 'r 

Civil trials do not includE! 18,077 hearings by judge in small cla1llls cases. 
nUm;, interval or age of pending data: . 

Contract, forcible entry and datainer, and other civil cases pending over 24 months are included with those pending over 12 months. 
S.a1I'cIm.s, lrlsdl!lle8Ilor, and traffic cases pending over 12 months and over 24 months are included with tbose pending over 6 months. 
Prelilrlnary bearing cases pending over 6 months, over 12 months, and over 24 months are included with those pending over 1 month. 

Source: " Office of the Adm1;lis trative Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1978 (Columbus, Ohio). 
totals have been computed where necessary. 

OHIO &YORS' COURT 
Court of llaited jurisdiction 
690 courts, 690 judges (ayors) 

Jsnuary 1, 1978 to Decl!IIlber 31, 1978 

li 

Statistics are from ~he annual report except that 

There were no data available for cases handled In the Mayors' Court for 1978. 

() 

r 

-::;:::<'-:: 

)) 

'----------------1)' .. ------"'" .-

OKLAHOMA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

COURT OF APPEALS (2) 
6judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Disposes of appeals assigned to it by 

the Supreme Court. 

COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Heaxs all protests against allegedly 

illegal levies. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction over all civil 
o cases. 

Civil 

COURT OF 
CRIMINAL APPEALS 
:3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction in 

criminal cases. 

Criminal 

DISTRICT COURT (25) 
64 district, 77 associate district 
and 48 spetial judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unlimited original jurisdiction over 

all justiciable "I,atters. 
- Civil actions, probate, domestic 

relations. 
- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
- Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

COURT OF BANK REVIEW MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL 
COURT OF RECORD (2) 
2 judges 

3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals from final orders by Banking 

Department Commission or by 
Banking Board. 

Jurisdiction: 
- City otdinance violations with fine 

less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. ' 

~J ______________________ ~u 
Jury trials if possible fine greater 
than $50. 

t, 

WORKERS' 
COMPENSATION 
COURT* .. 

7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Compensation daims in industrial 

accident cases. 

Indicates route of appeal. 
" 

Indicates':.~signment of cases': 

MUNICIPAL COURT NOT 
OFRECORD (167) , 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordin~nce violations with fine 

less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. 

Jury trials if possible fine greater 
than $35 or imprisonment. 

\\ 

] 

] 

351 

Courts 
oflast 
resOl t 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

Jurisdiction 

+ 
I 

;ThJe nlame of the Workers' C~~1p';,nsation Court was changed from the Stilte Industrial Court and the~\umber otj~dges serving increased fr,o, m 5 to 7 
on u y 1, 1978. . ", .. 
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OKLAllOllA SUPllI!llIf COURT" 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
January I, i978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

CivUj 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ 

Other cases: 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
--1' 

- Original prOceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,...... X 
Requests to appeal: 

Civil: 
Certiorari •••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other casesj •••.•••.... f' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total casesj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Disposition of requests for certiorari 

IIrit granted •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 38 
IIrit denied ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 134 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the/NCSP. 

N/A 
--Xi 

l,346i 

Filed Disposed 

621 (38~e 524 
621 (38)e " 524 

219 196 

i89 134 (38)e 
408 330 (38)e 

1,029 (38)e 854 (38)S 

Status of pending cases (12/31/78) 

Cases at issue but not assigned ••••••• 18 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be' included in the total, but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: ,_ 
The Supreme Court is the court of last resort for civil cases. 

End 
pending 

X 
--X-

X 

N/A 
--Xi 

l,5048i 

eCases not included in the total to avoid dc>uble counting: , 
Petitions for certiorari that have- been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is \hsposed; a filing is not counted for the 

resulting appeal.. These granted petltion~ are the numbers appearing in parentheses. I) 
gChange in 'pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: I;" 

The imbalance is cause::! by certiorari data not being included in the pending figures.Y~gures are as given,)in the annual report. 
iData are not complete: " 

Total other cases and total cases pending figures do not include certiorari cases pending. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Civil appeals are originally filed in the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court then .. assigns some of these caso>s to the Court of Appeals for 
disposition. Therefore, cases assigned, disposed, allCi pending ,in the Court of Appeals have been deducted from the Supreme Court's appeals 
category and utilized as caseload figures for the Court of Appeals. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1978 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

I) 

Sta'tiaticB are from the 8{~6ual report 
"/ 

" 

I 
l 

o 

OKLAllOllA COURT OF CI!IIUHAL APPBALSa 
Cf)Urt of last resort 

3 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Dec .. ber 31, 1978 

353 

End 
cases~:----------------------------------------------------------~~~~--------------~~~--------______ ~~~~ ______________ £P!en;d~i~n~g 

Appeals: 
CriDlinal "".,'" 011 .................. ••••••••••••••••••••••••• "" 

Postconvictio~ reaedy: 
Pos tconviction ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus .............................................................................. .. 
Mandamus ............................................................................................. .. 
Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advisory opinion: 

Reserved question of law ... <j ....................................................... .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reque5ts to appeal: 

Postconviction remedy: 
Postconviction .................. . ,," .......................................... , ................ .. 

Criminal: 
Certidrari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 
SenteQc~" ~~~~~~ .. ~;; ........................................................................... .. 

Review of suspended sentence .' ....................... ' ............................. .. 

Total other cases ............................................. 

Total cases ...................................................... 

Disposition ~f cases 

Affirmed ••••••••••••••••• 
Affirming cenial ••••••••• 
Modified and affirmed •••• 
Reversed ................... . 
Dismissed •••••• ;; •••••••• 
Granted •.•••.•••••••••••. 
Denied ••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••• 

Opinion 
H7 

o 
32 
31 

9 
o 
o 

249 

Order 
--1-

64 
o 
6 

72 
75 

117 
335 

Total 
178 

64 
32 
37 
81, 
75 

117 
584 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 'c, ;1' -' ~',,-, /:;Y 
X a The datu for this case type ar known t b i 1 d d j"~ /?/ 

e 0 e nc u e in the" total, but were not available by -"at~;(6ry. 
aCourt jurisdiction: 

X 

X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

x 

X 
X 

__X 

X 

382 

The Court of Criminal Appeals has exclusive appellate jurisdiction :I, i 
eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: -n cr minal cases. It is the court of last ,esort for criminal cases. 

Postconviction cases gran~ed are not counted as disposed wltil the !:esulting appeal i d ,-
associated a 1 Th d s isposed; a new filing is not counted fO,r, the ppea. ,ese grante cases are the numbers 'appearing in parentheses. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judici"ry 1917 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. Statistics are from the annual report 
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Cases: 

OKLAIIONA roURT OF APfEALSa 
Inter.ediate appellate court 

2 divisions, 6 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Beginning., 
pendinrr Filed '" Disposed End 

pendin.lL 

Ap~s: 
Civila ....................................................... 129h 449 462 116h 

Total appeals ................................................. --r29h """449 ~ -rI6h 
-----------------------------------------------

Total eases ..................................................... " 129h 449 462 116h 

Boiclface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

SCourt jurisdiction: 
Cases are assigned to the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court. The Court of Appeals hears only civil cases assigned to it and has no 

original jurisdiction. 
hFigure was computed: 

Beginning pending figure was computed from data given 1n the annual report on the assumption that there were no pending cases in the Court 
of Appeals prior to 1971, when the court officially originated. 

End pending figure was computed from filings, disposi tions, and beginning pending.' 

Source: Adminiotrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1978 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). 
except that totals have been computed where necessary .. 

Statistics are from the annual report 
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OK!.AllOIIA DISTRICT roURT 
Court of general j~risdiction 

25 districts: 64 district, 77 associate, and 48 special judges 
Jgnuary 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Tort: 

Auto tort: 
Auto negligence ........................................... . 

Other tort ................................................. .. 
Total ........................................................ . 

Contract: 
Contractual .................................................................................................. .. 

Saall claims: 
Possession of personal property ............................. . 
Possession of real property ................................ .. 
Other small claims ............ , ...................................................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
Real property rights: 

Lien or mortgage Loreclosure ................................................................ .. 
Real property ............................... : ............... . 
Approval of conveyance of Indian lands ...................... . 

Total .......................... , ...................................... , ................... .. 
DOIIestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce .................................................. .. 
Separate maintenance ................................................................ . 
Annulment ........................................................................... " ..... . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Support/custody: 

f(/ Rec.iprocal support--incoming ................................................. . 
Reciprocal support-outgoing .............................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Adoption .......................................... ," ................................................ .. 
Other domestic relations: 

Paternity proceedings ..................................... . 
Other domestic ............................................ . 

Total ............. 0: ................................................................. " ............ .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: 

Probate/wills/intestate: 
Administration of est .. tes and probate proper ••••••••••••••• 
Determination of death of joint or life tenant ••••••••••••• 
Other probate ............................................. . 

Total ..................................................... .. 
Gusrdianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guard~anship and conservatorship .......................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mental health ................. ; .............................. .. 
Appeal: 

Appeal of sdainistrative ... agency case: 
Appeals from administrative tribunals .................... .. 

Extraordinary vrits: 
Injur.:c.tion t quo warranto, ~andamust habeas corpus ................ . 

Other civil ................................................... . 

Beginning 
pending 

4,814£ 
3,882f 
8,696f 

24,673f 

1,431f 
2,252 

68,605f 
72,288 

l,887f 
2,910 f 

58 
4,855£ 

21,392 
834 
214 

22,440 

3,709 
1,290 
4,999 
1,133 

200 
o 

200 
~28, 772 

13,838 
588 

65f 
14,491 

3,769 
18,260 
l,103f 

651f 

Tots! civil ...................................................... 168,482 

r.:riainitl d: 
Fe1ony:\\ \\ 

Crime against person.... .................. ................... 5~799£ 
Crime against property ........................... " ...... "~_'''' 121631f 
Other felony ............................................ : .... 'e,Oc 7 /560f 

Total ............................................. , .. ~,~.,.,!;. • • • .. is :990£ 
Misdemeanor: 

Other misdemeanor ...... "" .............. " .......................................... .. 
Appeal: 

Appeals from city-funded courts ...... , ...................... . 
Pootconviction re.edy: 

Felony postconviction appeals .................. , ............ . 

Total cr,tminali ................................................ . 
Traffic: 

,. DWI/DUI: 

Driving while intoxicated .................................. .. 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ................... ................ " ....... " ............. " ............. . 

Juvl\nile: 
Cria1nitl-type offense: 
Juvenile delinquency ............................ ~ ................................... ... 

Status offense: " " 
Childr~n in need of ~uPle:vision ......... " ........ "- ........................ .. 

lion-offense: 
Depe~dency and neglect •••• ill .............................. t ............... . 

Other juvenile ............................................... .. 

Total juvenile .................... _ ............................. . 

18,508f 

1,067£ 

_ iliA 

45,1,65£1 

6,964 f 

40,643 

47,607f 

3,275f 

l,272 f 

l,723 f 
__ 3 

6,273£' 

Grand totali ............... ~ .................. "" ................. 267,927£1 

Filed 

4,220 
2,842 
7,062 

21,924 

2,301 
7,591 

67,906 
77,798 

2,895 
4,842 

426 
8,163 

32,437 
513 
327 

33,277 

2,479 
763 

3,242 
2,828 

110 
187 
297 

39,644 

9,066 
2,915 

153 
12,134 

1,770 
13,904 

2,620 

1,051 

1,526 
7,328 

181,020 

4,380 
9,737 
8,048 

22,165 

36,069 

589 

~ 

59,348 

12,051 

197,001 

209,052 

4,379 

1,262 

2,384 

~ 

8,141 

457,561 
II 

,355 

Disposed End 
pending 

5,077 3,957 
3,392 3,332 
8,469 7,289 

26,190 20,407 

2,416 1,316 
6,876 2,967 

86,133 50,378 
95,425 54,661 

2,806 l,973g 
4,691 3,061 

397 87 
7,894 5',1218 

37,302 16,527 
626 721 
369 172 

38,297 17,420 

2,928 3,260 
777 1,276 

3,705 4,536 
2,443 1,518 

79 231 
39 148 

118 379 
44,563 23,853 

10,871 12,033 
2,914 588g 

127 90g 
13,912 12,711g 

2,383 ~3 ,156 
16,295 15,867S 

2,894 829 

1,192 510 

1,497 1,368 
9,898 5,275 

214,317 135,.,180g 

5,037 5,142 
9,543 12,825 
5,917 9,691 

20,497 27,658 

35,091 19,486 

467 1,189 

~ ---.JY.A 
56,419 48,333gi 

11,257 7,758 

190,322 47;322 

201,579 55,Q80 

3,816 3,838 

1,169 1,365 ... 
1,827 2,277g 

-2.!. ~ 

6,8'63 7,548g 

479,178 246,141 

(continued on next page) 
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Oklahoma District: Court (continued) 

Trial or contestd 

Civil: 
Tort: 

Auto tort .................. . 
Other tort •••• , .••••••••••••• 

Total ••• (i •••••••••••• , ••••••• 
Contrect •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small c1aillls •••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights •••••••••• 
Doaestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution •••••••• 
Support/custody ••••• ' •••••••• 
Adoption •••••••••••••••••••• 
Other doaes tic rela 1:10us •••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 

J!state: 

613 
638 

1,251 
1,748 

U,265 
1,906 

5,018 
368 

76 
19 

5,481 

Crblina1: 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••• 
Misdemeanor •••••••••••••• 
Appeal ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI •••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation •• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Cr:lmina1-type offeuse •••• 
Status offeuse ••••••••••• 
Non-offeuse •••••••••••••• 

2,266 
3,105 

83 
5,454 

1,618 
tl,678 
13,296 

Civil dispositionsm 

On demurrer, abatement, or motion 
to dismissm •• • ,~ •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

On pretrialm •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Doaestic 
relatious 

Without contest ......................... '21,318 
Dismissal by court or by partiesm ....... 4,985 
By decree or approved settlement ........ 13,973 
By order or settlementm ................. 835 
By decree or order after trial .......... 5,385 
By decree or gUilty plea ................ 48 

Criminal and traffic dispositions 

Total 

4,908 
851 

171,383 
4,985 

13,973 
835 

5,385 
48 

"" Probate/vilIs/ intestate ••••• 
'''Guardianship/ conservator-

186 

'ahl,/trusteeship ••••••••••• 51 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• 

2,175 
538 
663 

3,405 

~ 

H1sdelll.eanor, 
appeal, and 

traffic Total 
190,453 
21,441 

Total ••••••••••••• i.......... 237 
Mental health ••••••••••••••••• 143 
Appeal........................ 239 
Extraordinary writ •••• ,....... 418 
Other civil ••••••••••••••••••• 1,433 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 24,121 

Guilty plea .................. . 
Dismissal by state .......... .. 
On demurrer, motion. to quas h, 
or dismissal by court ...... .. 

On nolo contendere plea ...... . 
Bond forfeitures ............ .. 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••• 43,486 

Age of pending cases (12/31/78) 
Over 

0-12 months 12-24 months 24 montha 
Civil 81,326 31,500 22,311 
Crblina1 and traffic: 

Felony ••••••••••••••••• 
Misdemeanor and 

appeal •••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic •••••••••••••••••• 
.Juvenile ••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••••••••• 

12,081 

9,966 
22,047 
27,558 
4,954 

135,793 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
- = Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case i,; counted vith the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal ca~e unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 

6,618 ' 

4;;185 
10,803 

9,543 
1,145 

53,015 

8,959 

6,669 
15,628 
17,979 

1,449 
57,430 

A trial or contest is counted if tried to completion. ;' <~ I 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal tliii end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as given ,in the .,nnual report. 

iData are not complete: 

9,712 
6,680 

2,223 
187 
16sm 

180,741 
14,761. 

10,236 
9,603 

27,26]m 

12,459 
9,790 

27,432m 

Total criminal and grand total pending figures do not include pending figures for felony pos tconviction appeals. This category is included 
in the filing and disposition totals. 

mcategories for disposition type or trial data: 
On demurrer. abatement, or motion to dismiss, and pretrial are dispositions for aoto tort. DOIl""1lutO tort, property rights, contract, 

administrative, extraordinary writs, and other civil cases ooly. ,," " 
Dis .. issal, decree or approved settlement, decree or order after trial, decree or guiLty plea, and by order or settlement are dispositions 

for dOllestic re1at:Lous cases only. 
Bond forfeitures are not included in the disposed figures of the previous psge. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1978 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary, and corrections were made by ,the office of the administrative director of the 
courts during the data verification. 

C:Lvild : 
Appeal: 

1I01!Kl!11S' ~I aiuuk 
Court of lbdted jnr:Lsd:LcU ...... 

1 court, 1c judges 
.January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Appeal of adIIinistratlve agency case ••....••.. " •••• "" •• " ••••• N/A 

N/A Total civil " • " •• " ••••• " " " " '! ••• " ••••• " ••••• " • '! • ~ • " ••••••• " ••• " ••• 

Grand total ..................... , ............................... ". N/A 

Boldface ,headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
tl/ A - Tbis case type is handler! by the court, but the da ta are uoavailable. 

"Filed 

, N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed 

10,851 

10,851 

10,651 

End 
pending 

ii/A 

N/A 

N/A 

') 
" Ie 

I 
I 

t 
I. 

" 

j 
~ 
~ 
'j 

,t 

1 

11 

/1 
",;1 

t' I if 
oJ 
! 

)1 

;1 

1 

J 

Ii (::7 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The special jurisdiction is limited to injuries to an employee arising out of his employment. 

CJudge information: 
The nU!llber of judges sitting on this court was increased from 5 to 7 on July 1, 1978, as a part of the court reorganization. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A case for this court is a new claim or an ancillary proceeding to an existing claim. 

kAdditional information: 
Prior to July 1, 1976, the name of this court was the State Industrial Court. 
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Source: Administrative Director "f the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1978 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Cly:L1d : 

, OKLMIOHA OJUIlT OF IIAHK REVIEW 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 3 district judges serve 
.l"anuary I, 1976 to December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Appeal: 
Appeal of sdlliuatrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11f 

Total civil ..................................................... 11f 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

__ 6 5 ~ 
5 Ug 

-------------------------------------------
Grand total ........................................... , .......... . 6 

Boldface he"dings iudic"te the classifications used by the NCSl'. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pendieg figure for the 1.977 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
, Figures are as given in the annual report. 

5 11g 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the, Jadichry 1978 (Oklahdma City, Oklahoma). 
except that totals have been com\()Uted where neces8~ry. 

Sta~istics are from the annual report 

if 
OKLMlOllA OJUIlT OF TAX REVIE1I 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

1 court, 3 district. judges serve 
.January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Clvild : 
Appeal: 

Appeal ~,aclainistrative agency ca.!,e ........................ . 

Total civil .................................................... . 

Grand tot;l .............................. : ...................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dease",definitiou or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

o 

o 

o 

A eivil case is counted vith the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

__ 0 

o 

o 

Disposed 

~ 

0 

0 

End 
pending 

0 

0 

0 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary 1978 (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

OKLMIOIIA I!DHICIPAL CIlIHIlIAL OJUIlT OF RECORD 
Court of lbdted j'urisdictlon 

2 courts, 2 judges 
Janua~ I, 1976 to Decea~er 31, 1978 

There were no data for cases handled in the Municipal Criminal .Court of Record for 1978. 

OKLMIOHA IIDHICIPAL OJUIlT NOt OF RECORD 
Court of lbdted jurisdiction 

167 'courts 
.January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court Not: of Record for 1978. 
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DI$TRICT ~OURT (23) 
51 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $3 000 
small claims. " 

-Misdemeanors (fine less than 
$3,000, sentence less than 
1 year). traffic, feluny 
preliminaries. 

Appeals de novo. 

Six-man jury trials. 

1\ 

OREGON COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
'J justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Ce~t~orari review of Court of Appeals 

decIsions. 
- Direct appeals from Circuit Courts on 

certain civil cases. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction Over 

criminal, constitutionality of city 
~hart:r or ordinance, probate, 
Juve~lle, guardianship, domestic 
relahons from Circuit Court. 

- Appeals from administrative agencies. 

-
CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
75 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Certain 
civil 

cases. 

TAX COURT 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 

I, 

I; 
I' 

- General jurisdiction over civil not 
granted exclusively to another 
court. Probate. 

- Appeals from county boards of 
equalization and Oregon Department 
t,f Re lenue. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

In termedia te 
appellate 

Court 

Courts of 
general - General jUrisdiction over criminal 

not granted exclusively to another 
court. ,r juri~dictiDn 

- Juvenile. 
Appe~ls de novo: 

Jury trials, 

t 
COUNTY COURT (9) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive probate in 
6 Counties. 

-Exclusive juvenile in 
7 counties. 

JUSTICE COURT (44) 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-Civil actions under $1,000, 
small claims. 

-Misdemeanors, traffic, 
felony, preliminary hearings. 

Jur.y trials, 

J 
r----1..L.....-__ ,

MUNICIPAL COURT 
(182) 
181judgcs 
Jurisdiction: 
-Exclusive jurisdiction over 

• municipal ordinances. Traffic. 

Jury trials. 

----------------~--

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

Indicates route of appeal. 

~-! 

! , 
I 

! 
I 
! , 
J' 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I , 
! 

\) 

"I 

J 
:j 

1 
~ 
1 

1 
1 

OREGON SUPREHE COURT" 
Cuurt of last resort 

7c justices 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Appeals from Circuit Court .................................. . 
Court of Appeals review allowed ............................. . 
Tax Court appeals ........................................... . 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: , 
Original pr.oceedings ................... '/: ............... . 
Bar proceedings ...................................... ,/1 ................................ .. 

Total ......... ; ...................... ,.~ .................. . 
Requests to appeal ........................................ - .. " ...................................... .. 

Total other cases ................ " ........ " ............................................... 4o .... .. 

Total cases • 4o,' ................... " •• 1 ~ ...... :~./) ............................................... .. 

Hanner of disposition 

Written opinion ....................... 264 
Dismissed or otherwise disposed 
without opinion ...................... 208 

Time interval (average days) 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 

85 
--X 

468 

Notice of appeal to date case at issu~, ........................ 207 
Date case at issue to final decision .......................... 133 
Notice of appeal to final decision ............................ 340 

Filed 

28 (45)e 

76 
82 

153 
4081 
566 

594 (45)e 

Disposed 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

339l(45~e 
X (45)e 

811 (45)e 

Disposition of appeals" 

Affirmed 
Reversed 
Modified 
Dismissed with opinion .......... . 
Miscel1aneousm ................................. .. 

130 
81 
29 

8 
16 

Ii 
Status of pending casesj (12/31/78) 

Ii Not at issue ...................... . 
"\ At issue .......................... . 
\\..,Under advisement .................................. .. 

359 

28 
35 
79 

End 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

--X 

X 
X 
X 

L091 
--X-

251 

"~-----------------------------------------------~-------------------------------
Boldface headbi:,,\indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X m The data fot/this ca." type a'Ce known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Court of Appeals assumed jurisdiction over all civil appeals from the Circuit Court on January 1, 1978. 

cJudge information: 
There were 7.5 full-time equivalent justices for 1978. Court of Appeals judges served six months on the Supreme Court during 1978. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitions for review granted are not counted as dispositions until the appeal is disposed; the filing of the resulting appeal is not 

""ounted. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in psrentheses. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Status of pending cases _data are given for appeals and original jurisdiction cases only. 
ISpecial source or revision 'in data: . 

Figures for request to appeal cases were revised by the office of the state court administrator during data verification. 
mCategories for disposition type or trial data: , I) 

Disposition of appeals chart includes data only fran cases decided by writ Len opinion. 
Hisce1,!aneous appeal dispositions include cases of mandamus, other origin.1 proceedings, and bar proceedings. 

Source: Office of .he State Court Administrator, 2.5th Annual Report ReIat! ~ to J~didal Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). Sources of case data are available. Statistics are from the annual report except. that totals have been canputed where 
necessary, and revisions were made by the office of the state court administrator during data verification. 

,:,1 

, 
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OREGON mUllT OF APPl!ALSa 
Interaediate appellate court 

10c judges 
January I, 1978 to DeceRber 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: ,) 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cr:lJdnal: 

Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '., •••• 
Traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of adainistrative agency ease: 

Workmen1s compensation .................................... . 
Administrative agency review •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Corrections disciplinary review .......... .................. . 

Beginning 
pending 

x 

x 
X 
X 

Filed 

980S 

1,313 
104 

1,417 

215 
209 
212. 

End 
Dispp_s_ed _______ pr.e=n"'d"'i"n~g'-

X 

X 
X 
X 

x 

X 
X 
X 

f;~ 
"\ (.; 

.'1 
.'1 

"':1 
··'H 

":rl 
d 
~:.~ 
1;1 

I m~~ 
.
,.j 

Parole board review ............................................................ .. 
Total ..................................................... . 

Postconviction remedy: 
Postconvictions and habeas corpus ................ ;; ....................... .. 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

40 
676 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X ~ 

X 0 ~ 
1,024 '3,1~~ 2,68!1 ,.l~44!1 fJ Total appeals ............................................... . 

---------------------------------------~~~~~ ~ 

2,684

k I~l? ,."~li:J ~--~i'.l i Total cases ....... .: ................................................................................ . 1,024 3,106 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals- ) . 
; 1 { 

Decision by opinion .... , ................. S101 
Per curiam and meMorandum decisions ...... _. 558 

Affi1T~d .................... 1,4251 ~/ I ~ 
Reversed .................... 433 - I '! 

Bench decisions ........................ :. 450 
Dismissed/transferred ••••••••.•••••••••••• 7121 

Modified" ........ •••••••••••• 7
2

3
6 

fl' 
Dismissed on merits ••••••••• 
flisccllaneous ............... 15 ! J ;~ Consolidation ............................ 154 

Time interval (average days) 

Notice of appeal to date case at issue ...................................... .. 
Date case at issue to final decision ......................................... . 
Notice of appeal to final decision ......................... .. 

;-1 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Crilaival 
n~ 

531 
190 

All other 
appealo 
--usr-

681 
196 

Total 
l33 

59 
192 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
The Court of Appeals assumed jurisdiction over ~l Circuit Court civil appeals on January I, 1978. 

cJudge information: 

Status of pendinlj cases (12/31/78) 

Not at issue .... , .......... 1,1391 
At issue,_................... 127 
Under adVi:"ement ••••••••••• 180 

There were 9.5 full-time equivalent judges for 1978. During 1978, Court of Appeals ,judges served six months on the Supreme Court. 
kAdditional ioformation: 

" In 1978, the court heard orai arguments for 1,635 cases, and an .. dditional 199 cases were submitted to the court on the 1:ecord and 
attorney's briefs. 

lSpee1al source or revision in data: 
Revisions in figures for dispositions of appeals and the status Of pending cas"s were supplied by the office of the state court 

administrator during data verification. 
BreaKdowns for time interval data we1:e supplied by the administrative offic .. of the. court during data verification. 

mlnformation on disposi tion type or trial data: 
Beginning with the 1977 data, this ana1ysi~ includes cases closed by consolidation. 

Source: Office of'the State Cour.t Administrator, 25th Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administra~ion in the Courts of Oregon, 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). Sources of case data are availabl",. Statisties are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where 
nece~sary, and additions and revisions were made by the state court' administrative office during data verification. 
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" olll!GOiI CIRCUIT mUllT 
Court of general jnrisdiction 

20 circuits, 75c judges 
January,·l, 1978 to DeceRber 31, 1978 

Cirlld : 
I.a1ik ........................................................... . 
Equity" ...................................................... .. 
Daaeatic relstions: 

Karriage disso1ut:101l: 
Dissolution ............................................... . 

Adoptioo .................................................... . 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••• • 

Estate: 
Probate/vills/intestate: 

Dec~dentB 1 estates •.••....•....•.••..•..•...•.•••..•..••... 
Gu.rdiunship/cooservatorship/trUsteeohip: 

Guardianship ~"d conservatorship .......................... . 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Kental health: 
Mental corupetency •.••••••••••••••••..•.•. , ••••••• , •••...•.••. 

Total dvili ••••••••••••••••• , •••• , •••• 'I~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cr:lminal d: 
FelOAY: 

Criminal 

Total criminal ................................................. . 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

11,9991 
N/A 

l1,999i 

6,4911 

8,194 f 
14,685f 

~ 

42,030hi 

4,398fh 

4,398fh 

Total juvenile ................... "' ............ ,................ N/A 

Grand total ...... ,................................................ 46,428:1: 

Filed Disposed 

X X 
X X 

27,399 26,227 
1,937 N/A 

29,336 26,227i 

4,697 4,493h 

1,830 1,592 
6,527 6,085 

3,773 __ N~ 

60,562 51,979i 

16,097 14,973 

16,097 14,973 

14,523' N/A 

:.r-
9,1,182 66,952i 

Triald 
~uq Non-j!!!l. Total 

Civil.- ................. 1,227 
Crillinal (felony) ...... 1,120 

Total ................... 2,347 
Age of pending cases 

P~obate/vills/ 
CiYilD intestate 

Under 6 months ..... 16,966 N!A 
6+ to 12 months •••• 6,912 N/A 
12+ to 24 Dionths ... 4,582 N/A 
Over 24 months 1,316 N/A 
Over 36 months ••••• (I>')"" 55,~ 

Cr.iJdnal 
(felony) 
11,051 

754 
451 
266 
(n) 

3,462 4,689 
758 1,878 

4,220 6,567 

Time "interval (averase da:ls) 

Age of cases tried (filing to trial): 
Civil from date of filing: 

Marriage dissolution ................ 173.9 
All civil ........................... 346.6 

Cr:lD1nal (felony) from date -of 
arraignment ........................... 74.5 

361 

End 
pending 

X 
X 

13,1711 
N/A 

13,l71i 

6,695 

8,432 
15,127 

~ 

44,903i 

5,522 

5,522 

N/A 

50,425i 

--d: ~/ 
. ~------------------~~~ ---------~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A- This ease type is h.indled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The dat~ for this case type are k~Dwn to he included in the total but' were not available by category. I, 
cJudge information: 0 

There were 73.0 full-time equivalent judges for 1978, 
dCase definition or unit of' count: 

A civil esse is counted with the filing of a petition or aomplaint. 

c '. !h~u~~~~i:a~~:s~au~~n~;d c~~~~ !~e t~~l~::e o~U:b~t~~~!~~ed at arraignment. 

) -:,., A jury trial is counted when the jury is swor",. 
A non-jury trial .is counted when the first'witness is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal tl"j{lend I'ending figure for the 1977 court year: 
.F.igures are as calculated from data given in the" annual report." 

hpigurewas computed: 
Disposed figure for deceden'ts I estates was computed from filing and pending data. 
Beginning pending figure flOr total civil cases was computed usll'll filed, disposed, and 'end pending data for the combined categories 

of law and ~uity ("civil") given in the annual report. 
lIeginningpending figure .for crimiri~l and total criminal was computed from filing, disposition, a.nd end pending data. 

iData are not l'omplete:" '1\ 
D ..... tic relatiOllB pending lin.d disposi'Uon figures do not .include adoption cases. Filings include "II categories. 
Total civil "pellding. and .disposition fi\'~res do not. include adoption or mental health eases. Filing. s inclu.de all categories. 
Grllnd total dispOsition and pending fi2)'res do !l£t include adoption, _ental health, or juveJdle cases. Filings include all 

clltegorie.... D ~ It"" . 
kAdditional information;. ' 

:rhere were 1.5,346 law and I\<luity cases pending at the beginning of the 1978 couli::' year'; 20,926 cllses £iled, .9,667 disposed, and 16,605 
pending lit the end of the court year. , These data 'were supplied by the state court administrative office during data verification. 

lSpecial source. or revision in. the data: " 
.p"ndi"g data fur, marriage 'diasol'1tion cases Ii!'S supplied by the state court administrative office during data verification • 

.. lleginning pending figure for probate/vills/intestate cases was taken from Oregon I s 1977 annual report. 
mlnformatioi On disposition t)'Peor trial ~ata: '.' '" " " , ,<' 

Ci.u triala. only include trials for law"equity, and urriage dissolution cases. 
"nlnformntiol\"on time'interv"lo1;' age., of pend!hg data: 

Civil age of .pendillS data only include law and I\<luity and marriage diSBillutiOll cases only. , 
'The number, of civil a.nd crltinal cases pendlnl! over 36 months at:e included in the ovet: 24,!Donths category and were"not available separately. 

Source: Ofuce cif tile State"Court Administrator, 24th. 25th Antlllal Report Relating to'Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oreson, 1977, l' 

1978 (Salem, Oregon). Statistics are from thaannual report except that totals have been computed "here necessary, and additional data 
wet:e supplied by the state court ,\,nministrati"" office during data v"rification. 
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OUCOR TAX OOORT 
Cour~ of seneral jurisdictioua 

, 1 judse 
JaniJary I, 1978 ~o Dec_ber 31, 1978 

Child: 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adainistrative agency case: 
'Regular Division ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••• 
Small Claims Divis ion •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total c.1.vil ........................................................... 
0'\\ 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Civ.l-l,<lispositions 

Regular Division 

Beginning 
pending 

Total 

Filed 

85 
53 

138 

138 

133 

Disposed 

85 
53 

~-
138 

138' 

Time interval (median mo~ths) 

Age of cases terminated: 

End 
,pending 

84 
40 

124 

124 

124 

On the merits •••••••••••• ',' •• 62 
Dismissed or settled ••••••••• 23 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• ,~ ••• "85 

Small Claims Division 
:;0 
23 

---w-
46 

138 

Regular Division •••••••••••••••••••• 14.0 
Small Claims Division ••••••••••••••• 9.5 

53 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Reourt jurisdiction: , 
Data from the Oregon :r~'--~ourt are included in'the general jurisdiction charts because ORS 305.405 designates the Tax Coort as 'a coort of 

general jurisdiction '''HMn the substantive areas defined by ORS 305.410. 
dCase definition or unit of count: '='~ 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or canplaint. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 "oort year: 

Figures are as given in .the annual report. 

Source: Office of the State ,Court Administrat;Jr, 25th Annual Repor~ Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics~j are frOQ the annual report except that totals have been canputed where necessary. 

OUCOR DISTRICT OOORT 
Cour~ of liait.ed juriadiction 

23 counties, SIC judges 
January 1, ,1978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

Law: 
Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

S.all clailiis ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " 
Estate: ' 

Probate/vills/intestate: 
Decedents' e~tates ............... ,; .............. ~ ................... . 

Toral civil ............................... , ....... ~; ............. ~ ..... . 

Beginning 
pending 

12,259f il 
8,217fh 

143 

20,619fh 

Criminsld : '" 
Preliainary hearing: 
Felony ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 897hk 

Other crUoina1: 
Misdemeanor a!"i violation offenses ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,,20, 889hk 

TIltal crilJdnal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 

Total tr:dfic ........... ·····t·,,···· .-4o •• !' ................. '! ••••••• 

Grand total ............... , .................... '~':!""'''' .. ,'..... 104,447fh 

Under (Ii months ....... ~J . !', 
6+ to' 12 months ••• "1" •• :' 
Over ~2 _months' •. , ... ~ • "' ..... . 
Over 36 months ......... . 

Law 
7,598 
4,,218 
1,693, 

(n) 

Age of pending cases 

SlIall 
cla1.s 

9,081 C:o 
1,596 

314 
(n) 

Q 

Picobate/villa/ 
inteatat.. 

0, 

N/A 
N/A 

"NIl. 
3 

Filed 

31,600 
43,,422 

----.£ 
75,039 

9,220 

, 64,499 

73,719 

455,151 " 

603,959 

}11 

Prelitinary 
hear1'Qg 

746 
133 
130, 
(n) 

() " 

Disposed 

30,350 
40,648 

71,131 

9,108 

55,842 

64,950 

438,279 

574,360 

Other 
critinsl 

21,181 
4,711 
3,6~; 

(11) 

Traffic 
58,953 
10,327 
9;634 

(n) 

End 
pending 

13,509 
10,991 

,24,577 

"l,009k 

" 29,546k 

30,55Sk 

78,9l4k 

134,046 

I;;' 

o b 

f 

I 
j 

) 

I , 

j 

I 
I 
( 
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Oregon District Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N-i.~;' This case type is bandIed by the court" but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: () 
A total of 50.5 full-time equivalent judges se;:ved in, the court during the year. 

dCase definition or unit of count: , " 
A civil case is counted wIth the filing of a petition or complaint. 

, TRe criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court, year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figures are as computed fran data given in the annual report. 
hFigure was compu ted: 

Decedent's estates disposition figure was canputed fran filings and pending data. 
Begillning pending figures were computed fran filings, disposition., and end pending data. 

kA~ditional information: 
The felony prelitinary hearing pending figures do not include 23 cases classified as'inactive fran Multnanah Coonty. 
The other critinal pending figures do not include 4,605 cases classified as inactive in lhiltnanah Coonty. 
The traffic pending figures do not include 23,328 cases classified as inactive in Multnanah Coonty. 

nYnformation on time interval or age of pending data: 
The number of law, saall claims, preliminary hearing, other critinal, and traffic cases pending over 36 months are included in the over 12 

months category and were not available separately. 
I 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, '25th Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon,li1978 (Slllem, 
Oregon)." Statistics are frm the nnnua!,. repo~t eltcept that, totals ,have been canput7d where necessary. 

OJW:OR OOUJl'rl OOUII.T4 
COurt of limited jurisdic~ion 

,~ counties, 9 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

CiYild: 
Dcaestie relations: 

Adoption ................................................... .. 
Estate: " 

Probate/vills/intestate: 
Decedents' {lstates .......................................... . 

Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 
Guardianship and conservatorship ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••• ~~~\ .-' .................................................... . 
Mental health:' 
Ment~l competency •• ~. ~ •• ~ •••••.••••••• " ............... ', __ •••••••• 

Total civili 

Juveniled ;, 

Total juvenile " ............................. , ................... . 
Grand total i .......... ~ ................ 4o ~ ••••••••••••••••••••• ' ...... .. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A-, 

2201 

175h 
395 

lilA 

Age of pending cases 

Over 36 months 
Decede~ts' estates •••••••••••• 64 

Bo1dbce, headings indicate the classifications ,used by the NCSP. 
Ii/A" This case type ~s handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

21 

97 

31 
128 

,,0 
--;;-

149 

133 

282 

Disposed 

N/A: 

127h 

20 
147 

"N/A 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
Four counties" handle both civil and juvenile esses, two handle only civil, and three "handle only juvenile esses in the Coonty Court. 

dCase def!l.niUon or unit of count: c\ 

A civil case is counted with the flUng of a petition, or complaint. 
A juvenile ,case is counted with the filing of a. petition. 

hl!lgure was computed: 
Decedents' eststes disposed figure was canputed from Uling and pending figures. 

iData are not c'omplete,i 'l' 
Total ciYil' pending and dl.sposition figures do not include data for adoption, and .... ntal health cases. Filings include data for all 

End 
pending 

N/A 

190 

186 
376 

'N/A 

376i 

lilA 

'I categor.ies. -. 
Grand total pending and disposition, figures <\0 not inc:lude data 'for adoption, mental canp,~tency, or juftOnile cases. Filings include data 

for all "ategories. 
lSpecial source or revision tn dats: 

Beginn1ng pending flgure fer decedents' estates was obtained fran Oregon's 1977 annual report. 

Source: Office of 'the State Coui;\ Administrator, 24th, 25th Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon, 1977, 
~ (Salem, Oregon).. Stat1s,;tcs are fran the annual ,reports el(cept that totsls have been canputed where necessary'. 

" 
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OREGON .JUSTICE mORT'" 
Coart of liaited jurisdiction 

44 courts, 44 judges 
January 1, 1978,to Dec.,.ber 31, 1978 

ChUd : 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
S....u c:1sims •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total c:l. viI ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 

Criainal,d: 
Hisde.eanor: 

Offenses ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .'~ •••••••••• 

1: otal criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traff.!.c: 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total i ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 

Beginning 
pending 

553fhi 
l,214fhi 

1.767fhi 

l,552fhi 

l,552fhi 

15,423fhi 

18,742fhi 

A civil, case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

l,l02i 
~i 

3,670i 

7i~~~ 

7,638i 

145.846i 

157,154i 

The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment. 
fBeginning pending figures for the 1978 court year do not equal the end pending figure for the 19'-7 court year: 

Figures are as calculated fran data given in the annual report. 
hFigures were computed: 

Beginning pending figures were computed from filing, disposition, and end pending data. 
iData are not complete: 

Disposed End 
pending 

936i 719i0' 
'2,494i 1.288i 

3.430i 2 • .o07i 

6.571i 2,619i 

6.571i 2.6l9 i 

l43.930i l7.339i 

l53.931i 21.965i 

Only 30 justice courts, out of a total of 44 courts, reported data for 1978. Incomplete data were reported for the courts in Madras. 
Jefferson County; and Nmyssa and Jordan Valley, Malheur County., Courts begin to report di\,t,l' as they are added to the statistical 
reporting. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator. 25th Annual Report Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon', 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are froin the ',,,,nual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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OREGON MlJNICIPAL mORTi 
Court of liaited jur.!.sdlcUoD 

182i courts, 181 judges 
January I, 1978 to Dec.".ber 31, 1978 

Criainald : 
OrdJ.nanc:e 1If.o14tion: , 

Beginning 
pending 

Other cases ., ............................................. \\ .. ~fhi 
I! ,~:» 

Total criminal ............................................... -((. 5,821fhi 

Traffic: 
Other traffic vio14tioo: 

Major traffic offenses' ..................................... .. 
Hinor traffic offenses .. IO •••••••••••••• ',' •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .............................. : .......................... . 

Total traffic ................... ' ............................... . 

Grand t"otal ••••••.•••••••••.••••••.•••••••••.•..•••••••.•••.••.•• 

5,822fhi 
28 119fhi 
33:941fh i, 

33,941fhi 

39,762fh1 

Tria1di 

Filed 

(:J 21,206i 

21,206i 

13,555i 
172,141i 
185,696i 

185,696i 

206,902i 

Crildnal ................... ,....................... 3, 946i 
Traffic: 

Major traffic offenses .......................... . 
Minor traffic offenses •. 10 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• J' ••••••••••• 
Total ............................................. .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the case number assigned at arraignment. 
A jury trial is cciunted when the jury is sworn. 

4,161i 
22,306i 
26,467i 
30.413i 

A non-jury tria~ is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
fBeginning penC:ing figure for the 197·8 court year does not equal the end pending figure.o for the 1977 'court year: 

Figures are as calculated from data given itl the annual report. 
hPigure was c ... puted: 

Disposed 

20,375i 

20,375i 

12o,355i 
164,493i 
176,848i 

176,848i 

197,223i 

365 

End 
pending 

7,022i 
35,767i 
42,789i 

42,789i 

Beginning pending figures were computed from fi11ng, disposition, and end pending data. 
iData are not complete: 

Only 108 Municipal Courts reported data 'for 1978. Partial reports were recei'led fran the municipalities of Canyonville, Central Point, 
Chiloquin. Dundee, Fairview. Gresham, Hines, Huntington, Irrigon, Mi1ton-Freewster, Mt. Angel, Prairie, Riddle and Sesside. Courts begin 
to report data as they are added to the statistical rep,?rtl.ng system. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrater, 25th Annual Report, Relating to Judicial Administration in the Courts of Oregon; 1978 (Salem, 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears direct appeals in felonious 

homicide, right'to public office, Probate 
or Orphans Court matters, contempt, 

r cases, and questions of constitu
tionality of a statute. Other appeals 
are discretionary. 

- May assume plenary juri5diction over 
any matter in any court at any stage 
of the proceedings if it is a question 
of immediate public importance. 

.l 
COMMONWEALTH COURT 
9 judges' 

consti~~ionality 
of statute. 

Felonious homocide. 
Right to public office. 
Contempt, probate. 

SUPERIOR COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 

- Original jurisdiction in civil actions 
involving the commonwealth or any of 
its officers. 

- Appeals from administrative agencies, 
local government, eminent domain, 
and non-profit corporation matters. 

Suppression of a 
district attorney. 

Right to issue public 
debt. 

Decisions of Orphans 
CO,urt rVision. 

- Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over 
Court of Common Pleas except those 
directly appealable to Supreme Court 
or Commonwealth Court. 

- Non-governmental equity appeals. 

" Not,O", COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS (59) 

corporations. 
Government. 

309 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Eminert domain. - Original jurisdiction in all civil 
matters. Orphans Court Division 
handles probate. 

- Original jurisdiction i1pll criminal 
matters. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction in juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

__ ~I::I ___ n --. J 
PHILADELPHIA 
MUNICIPAL COURT 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Landlord and tenant, assumpsit and 

trespass claims under $1,0(10. 
- Criminal offenses with less than 5-year 

sentence. Motor vehicle laws. Pre
liminary hearings except for homicide 
and rape. 

• No jury ,trials. 

PHILADELPHIA 
TRAFFIC COURT 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: , 
- Exclusive jurisdiction of all summary 

offenses under the motor vehicle" 
law. 

No jury trial. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

DISTRICT JUSTICE 
COURT (555) 
555 justices of the peace _ 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil ma tters under $2,000. 
- Offenses with fille under $500 and/or 

sentence up to 90 days. 
Preliminary' hearings in most criminal. 
Some motor vehicle cases. 

No jury trials . 

PITTSBURGH CITY 
MAGISTRATES 

, 6 magistrates 
JUrisdiction: 
- Matters relating to the health, safety, 

or welfare of any place of human 
habitation. 

- Misdemeanors and m'lmicipal or
dinances (fine less than $500 or 
~entence less than 90 days). 
Felony preliminaries. E~c1usive 
jurisdiction over all summary offenses 
under the motor vehicle iaws. 

No jury trials. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

courts 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

(i 

l\~\ 
"'l i .t I I 

11) tJ 
,I • I, 
:( 
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PENNSYLVANIA SUPRI!IIE WORT 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January I, 1978 to Dec.,.ber 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals ....................................................... . 
Total appeals ............................................... .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
Requests, .to appeal: 

Petitions for allocatur .................................... . 
Total other cases ..................................................................................... .. 

Total cases .................................................................. . 

Other proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Miscellaneous petitions ..................................... . 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
If/A 

N/A 
If/A 

N/A 

Total other proceedings ........... ".............................. N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Filed 

818 (155)e 
818 (155)e 

1,126 
1,126 

1,944 (155)e 

1,262 

1,262 

Majority opinions ................ 384m 
Per curiam ....................... 197 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. ",) 
N/A - This case type is handled "by the court, but the data are unavail\\ble. 
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Disposed End 
pending; 

N/A N/A 
N/A ,If/A 

N/A (155)e N/A 
N/A (155)e N/A 

N/A (155)e' N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 
Petitrons for allocatur that have been granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not counted for the 
1\ resulting appeal. These granted petitions for allocatur are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

mInformation on type of disposition or Crial data: 
In addition to the 384 .majority opinions written there were, 93 concurring opinions, 14 concurring and dissenting opinions, 230 dissenting 

opinions, 1~ opinions in support of affirmation, 23 opinions in support of reversal, and 1 separate opinion written. 

Source: Administrative Offfce of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1978 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are fran the annual 
report except that ~otaIs have been computed where necessary.' 
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PENHSYLVAliIA SUPERIOR OOlJRT 
Intermediate appellate court 

7 judges 
January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 

Cases: , 

Ai~~:~s a;;~~i; . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ': : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 

Ot~e~ ~n:~s ~rOCeedingS ....................................... .. 
rg ..................... .. Requests to appeal ................. ~,' • 

Total other cases .......................................................................................... .. 

Total cases ........................................... ~ ........................................................ .. 

Othel: proceedings: 

Other matters: ..................................... . Miscellaneous petitions 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
---wi 

NfA 

NfA 

1978 

),/A Total other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _._._._._._ •• _._._. ____________________ _ 

Manner of disposition 
)/ 

Filea 

4,495 
4,495 

4,4Y5 

4,074 

4,074 

Written opinions filed ........... ' 2,416 

Disposed 

" N/A 
---wi 

N/A 

N/A 

NfA 

End 
pending 

NfA 
---wi 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the cl~SSiiiC~!:S u;:: ~s!h:,,~;:~~y mayor may not be handled by the Coort. 
Blank space = ~ot enough i~~r~~ o~h s curt 'but the dats are unavailable. 

Nf A = This case type is han e eo, (Phiiadelphia, Pennsylvania).' Statistics are fran the annual 
Ad inistrative Of~ic" of th" Penns'Ylvania Courts, 1978 Annual Report 

Source: re;oit except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

PENHSYLV AIiIA OOll!llllllKAL'IR OOlJRTS 
Inter.ediate appellate court 

9 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Appeal of trial court case: ........................ . 
Appeals fr om Court of Common Pleas '. 
Traneff!rs from other courts .............................................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Appeal of adaiaistrative agency case: 

Direct administrative ,appeals ............................ .. 
Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 

Original proceedings: . .. .............. .. o iginal jurisdiction .c." ................ . 
Req:"sts to apped .' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases ........................................................................................ .. 

Total cases .......................... " .............................. ~ ................................ '" .......... .. 

NfA 
NfA 
NfA 

NfA 
---wi 

NfA 

---wi 

NfA 

-----------------
Manner of disposition 

llritten opinions handed down .. , .......... .. 
~ Withdrawn, disc.ontinued ...... , ............................. .. 
Remanded, tranoferred, or dismissed ....... . 
Dismissed for lac.k of prosecution ................. .. 
Stricken from list ...................... .. 
c,on~.,~lldaFed .......................................................... .. 

696 
84 

780 

2,054 
2,834 

363 

--m-

3,197 

769 
39 
23 
o 

18 
151 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. or may not be handled by the c~rt. 
nf ti is known. The case category may 

Blank space = Not enough i orma on but the data are unavai,.lable. 
NfA ~ This case tl1pe is handled bY the court, 

" 

aCoun jurisdiction: 
The Commonwealth Court of the Canmonwealt'h of Pennsylvania. only handl!,s cases involving officials or offices 

N/A 
N/A 
NfA 

NfA 
---wi 

, NfA 

If1A 

NfA 

,) 

End 
pending 

NfA 
NfA 
NfA 

\1 NfA 

I TNlA 

NfA 

---wi 

NfA 

Ad inistrative Office of the Pennsylvania Cou!'ts, 1978 Aimual Report 
Source: re;ort excel't that totals have been computed where necessary. 

) Statistics are from the annual (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania " 

~n 
---------.""'~ .... =--"""""'-~---..... ----.,. .. ,~ 

PEIIHSYLVAHu OOURT OF OOHlllH PLEAS 
CoUrt of general jurisdiction 

59 courta, 309 judges 
January 1, 1,978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

CbUd : 
D.-atic relations: 

Harr1ase diss olutioo: II 
S.!!~~~/~~~;,.i;; ..... " . ''j' ................. '" ........ o' •••• 

Ad~:~i~y.::::::::::::::: 1':::::::: :.::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Other da.eatic Telations: 

Domestic relations ........................................ . 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••• '" ........................ '" ••• 

Ratate: 
Probate/villa/inteatate: 

Orphans' c.ourt audits ................................. ~ .. """ .................................. .. 
!!ental. beaJ.th ................................................. . 
Other cbU: 

Civilj •• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Arbitration ••••••••••••••• , .... , •••••• , ....................... . 

Total ................. ~ ...................................... . 
Total civil ....................................................... 

Cr:t.1na1d: 
i~onY/ai.de8eanor: 

Beginning 
endin 

15,861 

958 
864 

7,585 
25,268 

1,401 
330 

21,074 
15,993 
37,067 

64,066 

Criminalj ................................................... 23,511 Appeal: 

Miscellaneousj ................................ .............. 2,126 
Poatconvicticn reaedy: 

PostconViction appeals .............. ""........................................................... ~ 
Total criminal 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• \1 ................... . 

26,279 

Jonenile: 

Total juvenile ................................................ . 
6,272 

Grand total ..................................................... 
96,617 

Filed 

41,784 

6,386 
6,549 

56,151 
110,870 

19,616 
9,025 

20,279 
26,316 
~,595 

186,106 

60,331 

11,387 

37,365 

369 

Disposed End 
end in 

39.797 17 ,848 

6,137 1,207 
6,283 l,128g 

54,909 8,827 
107,126 29,010g 

19,551 l,46b 
8,792 597g 

19,921 21,432 
28,395 13,914 
48,316 35,346 

183,785 66,419g 

54,343 25,339g 

10,706 2,807 

--.El ~ 
65,672 29,009g 

37,750 5,887 

296,033 287,207 101,3l5g 
Triald 

:!!!El. Non-jur.r !2.tal 
1,898 3,717 5,615 

Civil dispositionsm 

Settlement .................................... .. 
Criainal (felonyfaisdemeanor) dispositions 

Civil- ............... . 
Cr1a1nal (felODY/ 

aiade_or) •••••••• 
Total ••••••••••• ; •••••• 

G 

3,055 
4,953 

4,850 
8,!'67 

7,905 
13,520 

Hearing--settled ..... ,,, .................. .. 
Stricken .................... . 
Transferred to arbitratio!l •••• 
Other ............ i ......... .. 

Boldface headin!!s indicate the claSSifications used by the NCSP; 

dCase defini tion or unit of count: 

9,669 
1,818 

794 
1'-'105 

'920 

A civil case is c~nted with the filing of a petition or canplaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury triel is counted if tried to verdict. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). 

gChange in pending does not equal toe difference between filings an!! dispositions: 
Figures. are as given in the annual report. .0 

Guilty pleas ................... . 
Noll';' prossed .................. . 
ARD (rehabilitation program) •••• 
Rule 1100 ...................... . 
D,tsposition in lieu of trial 

(rehabilitation program) •••••• 
Grand jury dismissals ••••••••••• 
Other .......................... . 

23,477 
8,594 

10,062 
410 

105 
355 

3,435 

.:lBxplanatioh of data included in ',the category: 

Civil under other cIvil includes trespass, fts~umpsit, equity, and miscellaneous civil cases that .are crunted when the case is placed at issue as ready for trial. 

Criminal under felooiy/ai.deae.nor includes feioOies, a1sde.eanors, and trial d~ novo for appeal. 
Miscellaneous appeal. include cr1ainal appeal. fran District Justice Courts and other miscellanerus crurt actions. mcategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trial and civil diSPOsition data include only dVil"cases in the ciVil category. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1978 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are fran the annual 
report except that totals have beeu canputed where necessary. 
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PIIILAllKLPBIA !IllIIICIl'AL aJDRr, PENNSYLVAIIIA 
Cou'ct of lillited jurisdiction 

1 court, 22 judges 
Janusry 1, 1978 to Dec ... her 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Filed Disposed 

Real property rights: 
Landlord and tenant .................................................................................. .. 

Other civi1: 
Code entorcementj ........................................................................................ .. 

Total civil 

Criirlnald : 
Misdemeanor: 

Criminal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Private complaintsj ......................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 
PreliJrlnary hearing ........................................... . 

Total cri!llinal ................................................ .. 

5,260 

1,165 

~ 

11,015 

3,858 
o 

3,858 

~ 

4rS,~4 

26,043 27,504 

18,073 18,458 

25,597 25,730 

69,713 71 ,692 

30,960 29,005 
10,277 10,277 
41,237 39,282 
10,954 10,983 

52,191 50,265 

Grand total ....................... , ......................................... ' ....................................... .. 15,949 121,904 121,957 

Non-jury triald 

Crillinalla ............ 3,793 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Criminal dispositionsm 

Guilty pleas ................... . 
Nolle prossed .................. . 
ARD (rehabilitation program) •••• 
Grand jury dismissals ••••••••••• 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). There are no-' jury trials in this court. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions; 

2,525 
13,139 
9,430 

o 

.' End 
pending 

3,799 

780 

~ 

9,036 

5,506g 
0 

5,506 

~ 

6,553g 

15,589g 

This was due in pal!'t to the placement of 511 records in deferred status and the reinstatement of 127 other records during the court year, a 
. net change of -290 cases. Figures are as given in the annual report. 
JExplanation of data included in the category: 

"Private complaints" are criminal complaints filed by a private dtizen; "criminal" complaints are filed by the police. 
Code enforcement pertains to violations regarding housing, property; etc. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
This figure was corrected in the Pennsylvania 1978 Annual Report. 

mCategories for disposition type or trial. data: 
Criainal trials and criainal disposition types are only for the criminal category listed as misdeaeanor: criminal cases. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1978 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are fran the 
annual re~lort exr.ept that tot'als have been computed where necessary. 

'l'8lLADKLPHIA TRAFFIC aJUB.T, PENNSYLVAliIA 
Court of llllited jurisdi~tion 

1 court, 6 judges 
January 1, 1978 .. to Deccaber 31, 1978 

Trafficd : 

Total traffic 

Grand total ..................................... " .............. .. 

Beginning 
petlding 

N/A 

N/A 

,I Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is hsndled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count.: 

Filed 

1,213,270-

1,213 ,270 

The traffic case unit of count is the "umber of defel1dants on the information, indictment:, or complaint. 

Disposed 

578,978 

578,978 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1978 Annual Report (Philadelphia, PennsYlvania)~ 
,;eport except that tota:ls have "been computed where necessary. 

Stati~tics are from the annual 
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Civild : 
Law: 

PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT JUSTICE COUB.T 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

555 c;ourts, 555 justices of the peace 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil complaints ............................................ . N/A 

N/A Total civil 

Criminald : 
Ordinance violation: 

Non-traffic citations ...................................... .. 
Preliminary hearing: 

Misdemeanor/felony complaints ............................ ; ... 
Ocher crillinal: 

Summary cOOlplaints 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

163,556 

163,556 

227,824 

90,338 

115,818 

433,980 

Total -.:raffic N/A 1,069,492 

Grand total N/A 1,667,028 

, 'Non-jury triald 

Civil ............................... . 
Crillinal ............................ . 
Traffic ............................. . 

Total ................................ . 

Criainal dispositions 

37,014 
44,369 
77,089 

1!!.8,472 

Ordinance Preliminary 

Non-jury trial: 
Trial conviction ..................... . 
Acquitted ..................... • 1 ... • ' ••• 

Guilty plea ............................ . 
Substantive defective •••••••••••••• • c •••• 
Withdrawal of prosecution ••••••••••••••• 
Unable to locate ...................... .. 
Settled at or befor.e trial ............ .. 
Bound to court at preliminary hearing ••• 
Dismissal at preliminary hearing •••••••• 
Waiver of preliminary hearing .......... . 
Declared fugitive ...................... . 
Other .................................. . 

violatioo hearing 

14,316 
13,064 

129,550 
1,400 

14,921 
9,329 
2,126 

3,822 

3,180 

13,263 

4,'240 
29,202 
12,611 
16,032 

2,335 
3,034 

Other 

~ 

10,949 
6,040 

48,273 
274 

11,451 
7,572 
6,819 

1,809 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A - This case type is handled by the court, but the "data are unavailable. 
-- - Not applicable. 

dCase definitions '~r unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or com;>laint. 

25,265 
19,104 

181,003 
1,674 

39,635 
16,901 
13,185 
29,202 
12,611 
15,032 
2,335 
8,665 

Disposed 

158,289 

158,289 

188,528 

83,897 

93,187 

365,612 

954,021 

1,477 ,922 

Civil dispositions 

Settled at or before trial ••••• 
Judgment by default .......... .. 
WithdrJlwal of complaint •••••••• 
Dismissed without prejudice .. .. 
Closed--no service ............ . 
Other ......................... .. 

Traif.!" dispositions 

Non-jury trial: 
Acquitted ................... . 
Trial conviction ............ . 

Guilty" plea ................... . 
Substantive defect ••••••••••••• 
Withdr,mal of prosecution •••••• 
Unable to locate .............. . 
Other ......................... . 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or canplalnt. 
A non-jury trial is counted if tried to completion (decision). 
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End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

33,341 
72 ,696 
2,727 
4,731 
5,761 
2,019 

37,862 
39,227 

781,324 
7,194 

31,448 
34,122 
22,844 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1978 Annual Report (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual 
report except that totals have peen computed where necessary. 

PITrSBUB.G8 CITY HAGISTJlATES aJDRr,PENNSYLVAHIA 
Court of linted jurisdiction 

1 court, 6 aagistrat:es 
January 1, 1978 to DecCllher3l, 1978 

There were no data available on the number of cases hsndled in the Pittsburgh City Magistrates Court in 1978. 
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PUERTO RICO COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: . . ' 
_ Reviews judgments and decIsIons of 

Court of First Instance', and case~ on 
appeal or review bef",re the Superior 
Court. 

_ Reviews rulingo of the Registrar of 
Property and rulings of certain ad
ministrative agencies. 

SUPERIOR COURT* (11) 
89 judges 
Jurisdiction: . . 
_ Civil actions over $10,000, achons In 

connection with taxes, eminent 
domain, and divorce. 

_ Felonies and misdemeanors (except 
those vested in District Court). 

_ Cases concerning minors. 
_ Review rulings of administrative 

agencies (except those r?viewable by 
Supreme Court). J 

Jury trials in criminal cases; non-jury in 
criminal and civil. 

,', , 

DISTRICT COURT* (38) 
98 judges 
Jurisdktion: 
_ Civil actions under $10,000, except. 

those matter~ in which cognizance IS 
given to the Superior Court. 

_ Certai)' misdemeanors and violations 
of municipal ordinances. 

No jury trials; non-jury in criminal and 
civil. 

t f 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
36 judges 
Jtirisdictiom 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
24 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

- Civil investigations. 
_ Probable cause hearings. search .war

rants( summonses, warrants of Im
prisonment, warrants to release from 
jail, and bails. " 

No trials. 

Indicates route of appeal. . .. 
'The Courtof First Instance c~nsi,~ts of two d,VIS,ons: 

the Superior Court and the DIstrict Court. ' 

- Civil investigations. 
_ Probable caUse hearings, search war

rants, summonses, warrants of im
prisonment, warrants to releasef~om 

\ jail. and bails. Violation.s of ~uOlclpal 
ordinances. Accepts gUIlty pleas. 

No trials. 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

i 

\ 

I'UBIl.TO RICO SUl'REHE OOUll7 
Crort: cI. kst: resort: 

7 just:ices 
July 1, 1977 t:o Juoe 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals, 

CJivil ............................................ : .......... . 
CrWnal .................................. ""r'" ............ . 
Appeal of adainist:rative agency eaBe: 

Agency decisi"n reviews: 
Ind'lstrial Commission •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Registrar of property .................................. .. 

c, Labor Relations Board ................................... . 
Board of Electors ....................................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (.~ ••••• ~ •••••• 
Tot~l appeals ' ....................................... ' ......... . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdict:l.oo: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus •••••••••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Quo warranto •••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Writ of prohibition ..................................... . 

Total .................................................... . 
Discip1iDa~ .. tter: 

Professional conduct (against lawyer) •••••••••••••••••••• 
Bringing of charse (against judge) ...................... . 
,Complaints of Puerto Rico' Bar Association •••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••• ( , ••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• ' •••••••••••••••••••• 
'Adriso~ opini~ cases: " 

Certifications .......................................... . 
Total ...................................................... . 

Requests to appeal.: 
F.~traordinary reviews: 
""'--Certiorari •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '" "" • "'. "' •••••••• 

Civil reviews •••••••••••• "' •• "' ••••••••• "' ••• "' •• '" '" •••••• '" .,. 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ':',' •• )'\; ............... . 

Total other cases •••••••••••••••••• '" •• '" •••• '. "' •••• '" ••• '" ........ . , t I 
\,~ 

l.'otal cases 

t;' 

Status of pending caseD (6/30/78)1 

Beginning 
pending 

16 
0152 

2 
2 
7 
1 

12 
---reof 

0 
1 
4 
0 
5 

14 
2 
0 

16 

0 
21 

~~/ 

63 
125f 
188f 

-w9f 

389 

Case.!!l in process 
Submitted to be resolved 

Appeals: 
Civil ...... '.............. 2 
Cr1Jl1nal ••••••••••••••••• 11 
Agency................... 1 

Total ••••••••••••••• '! ••• Il. 14 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction •••• 0 
Discip1iDa~ .. tter •• ;... 0 
Adv1so~ opinion ••••••••• 2 

Total ••••••• "' •••• "' ••••• "'.. 2 
Ileques t8/:0 sPI>eal ••••••••• 17 

Total cases •• "' ... "'........... 33 

3 
47 
22 
72 

4 
18 
o 

22 
153 
247 

Di~positiol1 of cases 

Al!l!eals 
~ ,Criaf.nal ~ ~ 

Affirmed ............... '1 135 16 158 
Reversed ................ 4 17 12 33 
Modified ..... , .......... 0" 11 0 11 
Dismissed .............. 24 40 1 65 
Wrft denied ............ 0 0 26 26 
Other .................. 1 12 4 17 

Total, " 36 ill 59 TIll ................... 
~ 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSI'. 

Filedj )i Disposed 

25 
121 

42 
8 

19 
1 

70 
---m-

9 
7 
0 
3 

19 

10 
0 
1 

11 

5 
35 

365 
520 
885 

----mi 

1,136 

35 
215 

30 
10 
17 

2 
59 

---no 

9 
8 
0 
3 

20 

7 
2 
0 
9 

3 
32 

363 
540 
903 

935 

1,245 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion ................. 66 
Per curiam .............. 33 
Without opinion ......... 1,146 

Civil All other 

~ cases ~ 

16, 8 182 
72 78 183 
51 11 73 
10 4 79, 

374 27,2 672 
17 22 56 

540 395, 1,245 

- ;;:::::.:; 
fBeginning pending figure f00he 1976 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year. 

Figures are as given/...!?fhe annual l·eport. 
"jExplanstioo 00",:,~~ciuded in the category:, 

Filed figures i~ elude new filings and res tored cases. 

373 

End 
pending 

5 
58 

14 
0 
9 
0 

23 
---a6 

0 
0 
4 
0 
4 

17 
0 
1 

18 

2 
24 

65 
105 
170 

--r94 

280 

, /1' " Source: OfUc'7~Court Admi~tstriltion, Annual Rel!0rt 1977-1976, (Ha/:o Rey, Puerto Rico: 1919) (manuscript). Statistics are from the annulil 
reporr' except that~totals have been computed where necessary. Trsnslation assistance was supplied by the court' '\!lministrativ~ ,office 

_, durl,n~ data verification. 
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374 D 

>', 
POERro nco SIJl'EIUOIl couu v 

Court of general. jud.sdictiOll 
11 districts, 89 judges 

July 1, 1977 to ,June 30, 1978 

CivUd : 
Law: 

T!~~~~ ~~~n~:~~~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~'~~,~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Contract: '~ 

Contract executions .................................................................. ~ .............. .. 
Contract ratification .............................................................................. .. 
Note cancellation ..................................................................................... ' .. 
Specific performance to contract ........................................................ .. 
Contract cancellations ............................................................................ .. 
Action of nullification ••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Affidavits revision •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 
Dissolution of corporation or firm .................................................... .. 

Total ..................... ; •••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
R"l)! l'roperty rights: /. 

Property ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '"<II • ••••••• 
Transfer of farm title ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Claim of rights •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Expropriation ••••••••• ,. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
Daaestic relations: 

Marriage dissolution: 
Divorce~j ............. -............................................................. . 

Other aClDestic relations ..................... ~ ....... ~ ........................... .. 
Total ••••••••••• ; ••.••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal.: 
Appeal. of administrative ngency case: ., 

Taxes ..................................................................... ' ............... .. 
Appeal. of trial court. case: 

Appeals ••••••••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writs •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Otbel" r.iv'U: 

Other special proceedingsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
License to bear arms ....................................................................... .. 
Disability ••••••• ;' •••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
Other act~onsj ....................................................................... . 

Total ..... : •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ T ota1 civil 

\criminald : 
Felony •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

, \ Misdemeanor ........................................................................... . 
~ Pl:elilllinarJ hearing ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
, Appeal : •••••••••••••••.•••• '0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total crim1-na1 ........................................................................... j, .. . 

Juveniled : 
Cr1m1naJ.-type offense: 

Beginning 
pending 

2,559f 
278 f 

2,837f 
7,721f 

16 
3 

149 f 

119f 
62f 

127 
o 

14f " 
490 

5,193£ 
6 

390f 
2,431f 
8,020f 

9,402f 

4,718f 
14,r20fl 

(j) 
211fi 

l,261f 

2,842f 
2,090£ 

7f 

2,036f 
6,975f 

41,635f 

10,268f 
7,884f 

58 f 

---..ill 
18,210f 

Charges ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "... •••••••• l,449f 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••.•••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 61,294f 

Trial.dl 

1,950 
202 

2,152 
3,564 

6 
o 

,,305 
35 
37 
61 
o 
1 

445 

6,826 
1 

596 
670 

8,093 

'i;U,770 
11,331 
32,101 

265 

(j) 
265i 

1,108 

9,706 
35,614 

16 
1,287 

46,623 

94,351 

10,212 
9,001 

731 

~ 

"19,944 
\'l \.J 

~ 

5,595 

119,890 

Disposed 

2,333 
d14 

2,647 
4,687 

6 
2 

267 
63 
61 
81 
o 
4 

486 

7,51.0 
6 

577 
1,188 
9~281l 

22,151 
9,054 

31,205 

304 

(j) 
304 i 

1,641 

9,858 
35,776 

14 
1,540 

47,188 

97,439 

12,246 
10,19), 

646 

---Ul 
23,083 

6,085 

6,P85 

126,6071 

CiVil dispositionsl 

End 
pending 

'2,176 
166 

2,342 
6,598 

14 
1 

187 
91 
38 

107 

" 0 
11 

449 

1.,509 
1 

1,~~5 
6,832 

8,021 
6,995 

15,016 

172 

(j) 
172i 
728 

2,690 
1,928 

:~. 9 

1,783 

~ 

8,221g 
6,694 

143 

--.U2. 
15,058g 

~ 

959 

54,56411 

Settled Dismissed Transfers Uncontes€ed Otherm 
Civil: 
L~v •• :~ ................... , •••••• , ••••••••• 

Total 
,r;:? , Law •••.......• ~~, ......•.•• ~" 9,16 63 150 1,166 

Tort •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 
Contract: ............................................. , 
Real property rights •••••••••••••••••• 
Daoestic relations: 

lIarrlage di .. solution •• , ••••••••••••• 
'Other daaestic relations •••••••••••• 
Total •••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal: 
Appea10f administrative agency case 
Appeal of trial. court case •••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writs ••••••••••••••••••• 
Other r.ivil •••••••• , ................. . 

Total, ................................ . 
Crimioal: 

Felony...... •••••••••••••• •••••••••••• 338 
Misd.,..",nor •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 34 

Total •••••••••• !....................... 372 
Grand total •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' 362 

371 
.505 

76 
699 

3,214 
735 

3,949 

124 
(j) 
124i 
247 

1,166 
7,337 

2,148 
.2,147 
4,295 

11;632 

371 
505 

76 
899 

3,214 
735 

3,949 

124 
(j) 
124i 
247 

1,166 
7,33.7 

.2,"486 
2,181 
4,667 

12,004 

Tort .................... . 
Contract ................... . 
Beal. property rights •••• 
Daaesl:1c relaticn.Q: 

lIarriage dissolution., 
Ol:her docesl:ic 

relations •••••••.••••.• 
Total ................. . 

Appeal.: " 
Appeal of administl"a

tive ngency case ••••• 
Appeal of" trW . court 

case ................. ' .•• ~ , 
Total ................ !':~\ ~ •. > 

ExtraorciJ.nary writs ••••• ' 
Other civil •••••••• , .... 

·Total,.' e1vil •••••••••••••• 

,1,224 1,6Q6 
41 118 

1,029 3,004 

14 5,733 

.700 ('3,2~1 
714 8,964 

1.0 50 

(j) 
"10i 

84 
888 

4,318 

(j) 
50i 

749 
3,724 

19,~33 

162 ,)68 1,607 
15 55 257 
80 2,107,.; ,.061 

.257 

1,070 
1,327 

1 

(j~i 
32 

30" 
2,007" 

4,945 

2,062 
. 7,007 

,78. 

(j) 
78i 

128 
39,249 
48,862 

~\ 

11,262 

1,991 
13,193 

165 

Wi 
165 
048 

3,020 
23,119 

, 
r 
1 
I 
1 
I 
( (.\ 

I » 

j' 

I 
i 
I 
1° 
I 

1\ 
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Puerto Rico Supel"ior Court (continued) 

Cdminal dispositions 

Preliminary 
KisdeaeaIloor )Y>..aring ~ 

Jury trial: 
Convicted •••••• ';" .......... ~\ .••.• 
Acquitted ••••••••••••••••••••• 

o Non-jury trial: 
Convicted ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted ................... ; •• 

Guil ty plea ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ,conviction •••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••.•• 
Transferred ................... ~ • O;i. ,-' 

Prob.-lble cause found •••••••••••• 
No probable cause found ••••••••• 
Other .... , ........ . 0 ................ . 

1,1581 
9901 

4,8911 

,.6,164 
'3,791 

147 

111 
231 

862;1. 
1,2851 
2,7951 
3,636 
3,912 

136 

Age of cases at disposition: Time interval (months) 

less than 
3 months 

Civil........ 45,553 

less thsn 
1cmonth 

"Criainal. 335 

Juvenile 

less than 
1 .month 

300 

3-6 
months 
4,362 

1'-2 
months 
-.m:-

1-2 
months 
1,212 

6-9 
months 
2.,156 

2-3 '; 
months 
-.m-
-2-3 

months 
1,226 

9-12 
months 
1,146 

3-4 
months 
57iO 

3-4 
months 
4'f4 

12-18 
months 
1,206 

4-5 
months 
467 

4-5 
months 
--zor-

18-24 
months 
520 

5-6 
months 
379 

5-6 
months 
~ 

24 m.enths 
and over 

1,256 

6-9 
months 
85'7 

6-7 
months 
-7-7-

Age of 'pending cases 

Civil 
CriJdnal •• '.' 

6 months 
and under 

18,996 
6,003 

6 months 
tn 1 year 

7,024 
1,671 

1-2 
years 
5,978 
1,509 

o 2-3 
years 
2,571 
1,174 

3-4 
years 
1,381 
1,247 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
-- - Not applicable. 

dCase definition 'or unit of count: 

4-5 
years 

859 
1,094 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition' or ",omp1aint. 
The criminal case unit" of count ia the number of cilarges. 
The juvenile caso unit of count is the numRer ·of "'-.J:>arges filed. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict Ol" decision;' 

5-6 
years 

595 
676 

9-12 
mom:hs 
390 

7-10 
months 
""TIiI 

6-7 
yezrs 

4 1 
529 

2,0201 
2,2751 
7,6861 
9,820 
7,703 

283 
243 243 
221 221 

12-15 
months 
22il 

10-13 
months 
---sr-

7 yea~s 
and over 
---,oz-

586 

( 
(( 

15-18 
months 
lii8 

13-19 
months 
-9~ 

18-21 
months 
-4-6-

21-24 
months 
---rr-

19-25 25 "months 
months and over 
~ l77 

24 months 
and over 

105 

(f.i 

I'"~ 

fThe beginning pending figul"e for the 1978 court yeal" dOes .not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: ;-;:', 
Figures are as given in the annual report. .. Ii '" ,;. 

iData are not complete: r " 
Civil appeal.a"tota1 figures do not include appeal. of trial. court cases. APP,.e. al of, .. t~,f.al\.t! ... \l"., cases data are included by~category with 

other civil .data for caae10ad inventory, tl"i-l'l, and disposition data. .. 
jExplanation of datil included in' the category: I, 

"f'iled figures .includeoriginaJ,. filings, transfers, and reopened cases • 
Appeals of triU court" caso.s are included according to .the caso type for caseloa,d inventory, trial, and disposition data. The nllmber of' 

al!i"'41a filed in each category WIIS given, llUt th~ number of dispOSitions and pendings could not be separated. 
Oth~r special pl"oce!,dings inclu:ie declal"ation of heir, confiscation, permission of law, and recovery. 
Other actions. include declaration of private title., nullity of fraudulent trespass, and supplem~ntary orders issued to impugn the do',"')'ent. 

lSpecial source or rf,lvisi~n in the dats:" "." ' 
Breakdolffis for 'trial, civil disposition data, and c;riainsl juryc and non-jury trial, disposition data ,,into categories were supplied by the 

administ.l"ative office oftlJe 'court d~~ing data verification. 
Grand total cases "disposed figure was corrected by the court. admJnistrative office during data ..verification. 

'mcategories for disposition type or trial data: ;, 
.' Civil non-jury ·tria:isare. 'the .number of .contested cases concluded. ,.;! 

ApJ!C&l. ~ trial court C&Be dat;a are included acording to the case type for civil trial J!,nd civ~.;t disposition data. 

~burce; Office of Court Administration, Annual Report 1977-1978 (Hato Ray, 'Puerto Rico: 1979). Statistics are fran 
that total' hsv.e been canputed where necessary. Translation as~,istaoce .and add:l.fiona;!. data were supplie!! by 
office of tho court during data. verification. .~~ 
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l'lJEJml RICO DISTRICT. OODB.T 
Court of liaited juriSdiction 

38 cOllrts,98 judges" 
.July"l, 1917 to .June 30, 1978 

Civil.d : 
1.av: 

'Debt collections ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wages ....... o.o. .. o. ....... o.o. ..... o.o..o..o.o. •• o. ••• o..o..o.o. ••• o. ......... '.o. .. o. ... .. 

Total • ~,.o. o. •••• o. ....... o. .......... o. o.r~ .......... rto. ••••••••••• o. ........ ' ••• o.. 

Tort ••• ; ••••••••••• '.' •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••• ,: ••••••• 
Real property rights: '" ' 

Property ........................................................ . 
h ...... Uc relations: 

Family relations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: l) 

Appeal of ada1nistra~Ye agency case: 
Taxeu •• o..o.o.o. •••• o.o. ... o.o. .... o.o. ••• o..o.o.o. •••• o..o. •••• o.o. .... o. .. o.o. •••• 

Other civil: 
Special proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••• ,,:, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil .................................................... . 

CriJdnald : 
lIisde.eanor: 

Criminal categories ......................................... . 
Ordinance violation: 

Infractions of municipal ordinance,s except traffic o. ..... o.o..o..o.o. 

l'relia1nary hearing .... ; ..................................... .. 

Totalncriminal •••• ' ............................................. . 

Traffic: 

Total traffic .;, ................................................. . 

Grand total •••• o..o..o. .......... o. ............. 1 ••••••••••••••••• eo ........ . 

Beginning 
pending 

14,005f 
. 58af 

14,593f 
, 1,754f 

550f 

367f 

1,015f 
630f 

l,645f 

18,912f 

97£ 
10,228f 

20,774f 

10,93&f 

50,624f 

34,869 
959 

35,828 
1,925 

729 

2',932 

4 

3,601 
1,090 

, 4,691 

46,109 

'41,284 

270 
15,081 

56,635) 

49,601 

152,345 

(~\ 

Civil. dispositionsl 

Disposed 

34,683 
982 

35,665 
2,004 

880 

2,996 

4 

3,580 
1,218 
4,798:, 

46,347 

43,445 

318. 
15,628 

59,391 

52,353 

158,091 

Non-jury Total.. Settled Dismissed Transfer~ Uncontested ~ 
C:Lvil.:· 

Law .............. ' ....... .. 
Tort: ..................... . 
Real property rights •••••• 
Daaestic re1&tions •••••••• 
Appeal: ",,' !} 

Appeal of adainistrative 
sseney case .. o. •• o. ..... o. .... 

Other civil. •••••••••••••••• 
Total, •••••••••••••••••••••• 

CrWllal ••••• " ............. .. 
Traffic •••••••••• ' ••••••••• ; • 

Traffic dispositions 

Non-jury trial:" 
Convicted •••••••••••••••••• 
Acquitted" .................. . 

Guilty plea ...... ~ .... ~." .. . 
Total conviction ••••••••• , •••• 
Dismissed ................... . 
Transferred ••.•• ' .. o. ... o. ........ o. •• 

2,685 
293 
105 
428 

0 
1,007 
4,518 

N/A 
N/A 

2,700 
2,916 

31,794 
34,494 
11,247 
. 3,696 

2,685 " 
293 
105 
428 

0 
1,007 
4,518 

N/A 
N/A 

Law ................... 1,400 18,918 850 
"'''Tort ............... ' ••• 419 88g 99 

Red property rights '.' 53 453 31 
Da.estic relations .... 5 132 41 
ApPeal: 

Appeal of adainistra-
tive ageocycaae ••• ,0 '2 1: 

Other civil 135 1,327 124 
Total .................. 2,012 21,712 1,156 

\ 

Criainal dispositions 

\ 

Miadeae.ulor and 
Ordinance ·_"iolati ... 

Non-jury trial: 
Convicted ••••••••••• ~ • to 

Acquitted ............. . 
Guilty'plea ............. . 
Total conviction .•••••• '," ,. 

.Dismissed .............. ;.' 

2,755 
6,419 

12,972 
15,727 
19,071 

Transfe1fred .............. . 810 
Transferred to Superior 
Court on misdemeanor , ••• 

Nolle prosequi ......... .. 
Probabl.ecause found" ••••• 

o 

3,634 10,853 

" i~; 499 
220 

2,073 745 

1 0 
1,473 l,n9 
7,4~,1 ' 14,056 

:Prelhlinaty 
bu!!!!l ~ 

2,755 
2,398' 8,817 

12,972 
15,727, 

1;193 .20,264 
810 

240 .?40 
2.515 2,519 
7,336 7,336 

End 
pe'nding 

14,191 
565 

14,756 
1,675 

399 

303 

3 

1,036 
502 

1,538 

18 ,674 

8,288 

49 

~ 

18,018 

8,.186 

44,878 

F 

"\~(' 

l ) , t 
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Puerto Rico District Court (continued) 
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
11/.11. - This "case type is handled by the court but the data were unavailable. 
-- - Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted "'ith the filing of a pet~tion or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdi<:t or decision. 

fThe beginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year. 
Figures are aB(\~iven in the annual report. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Filed figures include original filings, transfers, and reopened cases. 

ISpecial source 01;' revision in" the data: 

.Breakdowns for civil. trial and dispo.sition data were supplied by the administrative office of the coort during data verification. 
mcategories for disposition type or trial data: 

Civil non-jury trials are the number of contested civil cases concluded by trial. 

Source: Office of Court Administration, Annual Report 1977-1978 (Hato Rey, Puerto .Rico: 1979) (manuscript). Statistics are fran the annual 
report except that totals have been canputed where necessary. Translation assistance and additional data were supplied by the 
administrative office of the court during data verification. 
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FUERro RICO .JUSTICES OF TIlE l'I!ACE 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

." 36 judges 
.July I, 1977 to .June 30, 1978 

There were no data available for cas"'es handled by toe .Justices of 'the l'eace for 1978. 

PUERro RICO NIINlCll'AL OOUET 
Court of lllllited jurisdiction 

24 judges 
.July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978 

There were no data availahle for caSes handled by the Municipal Court for 1978. 
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RHODE ISLAND COURT ,JtS'TEM, 1978 

SUPERIOR COURT (4)' 
17}ustices '.l 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $5,000, equity, con

demnations, naturalization. 
- Extradition. Exclusive felony 

jurisdiction. " 
- Zoning Board appeals. 
Appe"ls de novo. 

Jury trials. 

.Certiorori._ 

MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
JurisdidYon: , 
- Misdemeanors, municipal ordinance 

violations, traffic. ~. 

No ju,ry trials. 

t indicates rQute of appeal • 
" '\) 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

-;:-,;' 

- Final civil and criminal appellate 
iurisd,idion. ' , 

j 

(I 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction:. 
- Civil actions under $5,000, small 

claims under $500, mental health. 
Housing code violations. 

- Viola tion offense?, misdemeanors, 
felonyarrai8nments. 

- Administrative agency appeals. 

No jury trials. 

PROBATE CpURT (39) 
39 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
" General probate jurisdiction, adult 

cases relating to juveniles, non-support, 
paternity, 2,;joption, and guardianship, 

{) 

J 

() 

'\:, 

j .,,> 

FAMIL Y COURT (4) 
9judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic relations, nonsupport, 

paternity. ,,'"" 
- Adultcrimes'against juv,eniles. 
- Juvenile delinquency, dependency, 

mental health~ and t.raffic. 

._---------,...... -""---- -_. 

] 

" 

Court of 
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RHODE ISLAIIIl SU'PIIEIIE OOlJU' 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
'1 October 1, 1977 to September 30, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 
Civil 
Family Court .............................................. . 

Total ...................................................... . 
Criminal ........... , ................ ~ ........................ . 
Appeal of adainistrative agency esse: 

Workmen's compensation •.••.••.••.••••.•.•..••••..•..•..••• • '. 
Total appeals ................................................ .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous petitions ....................... : .......... . 

Total ~,'."" ,;' •• I~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• 
Disciplinary: 

Bar disciplinary ................... ;' .................... . 
Advisory opinion ................ (j ........................ . 

Total ....................................................... . 
Requests to appeal: , 

Certiorari ...........•.... ' •.......•....... , •..........•.... 
Total other cases ........ , .......... ; ......................... .. 

~, /1 
Total cases ........... ~ ............ \: ...................... • J! ... .. 

Other proceedings: 
o'i:her matters: 

Federal certification ...................................... .. 
Petitions on bar exams ............................•.....•.•.. 

Total ........................................................ . 

Total other proceedings ....................................... .. 

Boldface heading~ indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
ij)X 

X 

X 
X 
XC 

X 
X 

521
J 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A = This case type is handled by tbe court but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

148 
31 

179 
82 

26 
287 

17 
151 
32 

131 
0 

45 

113 
Us 

445 

311 
121 

...Q.l 

15 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
"Rule 16 (g)" cases are motions to affirm a lower court decision--no basis for appeal. 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: i' 

379 

Disposed End 
pending 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
-X- X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

'X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 

408h 558 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Filing figures for miscellaneous petitions,' bar disciplinary, and other proceedings were supplied by th" administrative office of the courts 
d.fdng data verification. 

Source: .Administrative Office of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary. 1978 (Providen~e, Rhode Island). Statisdcs are fran the annual report 
except tha't totals hav<- been computed where neceSS!lry, and additional information was supplied by the administrative office of the 
courts during data verification. 

v" 
\\ 

v'· 

\~, , 
i 
I 

,·1 
! 
I' 
M 

i 



If 

380 

BlIODE lSLAiID SllPRBIoiI. aiUllT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

4 counties. 17 justices 
January 1. 1978 to DeceRber 31. 1978 

Civlld : 
Appeal: 

Appea1 of trial ,court case: 
Civil appeals 1 ............................................. . 
Probate appeals •••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.-Total ........................................................ . 
Other c:i vll: 

Civil ....................................................... . 
Miscellaneous petitions .......................................................................... .. 

Total ........................................................ . 

T o.tal c:i viI ..................................................... ,. 
Crillinal d: 

Felony: 
Indictment:s .................................................................................................. .. 

Hisde-meanor .................................................................... "" .................. Ii ............ .. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
NIA 
N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

442 
63 

505 

5.6171 
613 

6.290 

6.795. 

2.396 II 
4941 

Appeal .................................... " ................... . 

N/A 
N/A 
NIA ~l 

Total criminal .. 'I .......................................... :~ ................ """ """ ...................... .. N/A 

Grand total ....................................................... N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the iIICSP. 
NI A = This case type is handled by the court but the da ta are unavailable. 

" .' 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil cade is counted ~ith the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit "f count is the number of indictments. 

lSpeclal source or revision in data: 
Civil appeal fUing figure was obtained from District Court data. 

3.181 

9.976 

Misd"*""1or fUing figure was. supplied by the Rtate court administrative of,fice during data verification. 
Crillinal appea1s .filing figure was obtained from District Court data. 

Disposed En&! 
pending 

UIA N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A c:!J N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A .,N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts. Report on the Judiciary, 1978 (Providence. Rhode Island). Stlltistics are fran the annual report 
except. that totals have been computed where necessary. and revisions were made by the administr.ative office of t' h d i da 
verification. e courts ur ng ta 

o 'II 
;) 

t) 

\L 

-. 
'~I 
~; 

1i-" ~ I 
'Ijf 

~' 1\ ,,.. 11 i ~_,i 
"\ I I~ 

I 
I 

lIBJlIiI ISLAliD DlS'IRItT aJUIlTi< 
Court of Ualted jurisdiction 

8 divisiana. 13 judges 
January I, 1978 to Dece.ber 31. 1978 c 

hrlld : 

\\ Law: \\1 Regular civil .•........•.•••..• -..... II •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.~s-u elau. •.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
'~ . 
TO~ civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

, C 
CriIliul.~"dy 

lI1acte.eanorj •••• • ' •••••••••••• It ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliainuy bearills: 

Felony •• ; ••• "; •••••••••••••••••••••••• '" ••••••••••••••••••••• 
':0. 

Total criminal 

Trafud: 

Total trsfficj 

Grand totali 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

N/A 

tl/A 

Non-jury triald 

Civil (law) ......... 2.741 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
HIA • This case type is handled by the court but the data are unsvailable. 
-'. Not applicable. 

dease .definition or' unit of c~,: 
A civil case is counte<l y.it:. :,h!. filing of a petition or complaint. 
TbI:! criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or canplaints. 

Filed 

22.394 
6.802 

29.196 

25.545j 

5.912 

31.457 

----
0) 

60.653 

381 

Disp0ged End 
pending 

17.413j N/A 
5,382j N/A 

22.795 N/A 

26.954j N/A 

~ N/A 

34.146 NIA 

(j) N/A 

56.941 NIA 

A non-jury trial is counted. at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. CrimineJ. trials include 
. changed pleas. 

jExplanatiOll of data included in the category: 
Civil law disposition figure is the sum of trials and judgments after default. 
S..u cla1u disposed are the sum of s.a11 c:labul hearings. defaults. and settlements. 
Traffic: cases not handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division are included with. the misdeaeanor data. 

kAdditional information: 
Host traffic (motor vehicle) violations are handled by the Administrative Adjudication Division of the Department of Transportation and 

therefore are not included in figures given. " 

Source: Administrative Office of 'the Courts. Report on the Judiciary. 1978 (Providence. Rhode Island). Statistics are fran the annual report 
except that totals have been computed where necessary. 
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RHODE ISLMID FAllII.Y <lnmT 
C~rt of limited jurisdiction 

4 counties, 9 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

Domestic relations: Jj 
Marriage dissolution: 

Absolute diVorce ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adoptil)11 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 
Other domestic relations: 

Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••• , •••••••• 

Total civil· .......................................................................................... .. 

Juven.i1e: 
Criminal-type of£ense: 

Wayward/delinquent ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offense: 

Dependency, neglect, and abuse ........................................................... .. 
Otber juvenile: 

Child marriages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other •.••.•••.••••••••••••..•.•.•••••.•••.•••..•••.•.•••.• , •• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
)\ 

Grand total •. ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• '.' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

"" 

N/A 
N/A, 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

WA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments or complaints. 

Filed 

4,569 
4,31 

134 
5,134 

5,134" 

6,400 

420 

28 
40 
~ 

6,888 

12,022 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

, N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A' 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A. 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Admini~~,rative Office of the Courts, Report on the Judiciary, 1978 (Providence, Rhode Island). 
except ~hat totals 'have been co:nputed where necessary. 

St~;tist1cs are fran the 8aInlsl report 

RHODE ISfoAND 1IIIIiICIPAL OOORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

2 courts 
January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 197~ 

There were no data available ~,or Cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1978. ,The Municipal Courts are local courts operated 
independently by two cities. 

RHODE ISLAIiD PROBATE OOURT 
Court: of limited jurisdiction 

39 courts, 39 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the P;:,obate Court for 1978. The Probate Court function is handled by independent probate 
judges chosen and paid by each" of the 39 cities and towns. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate''juri~diction over all cases 

originating in Circuit. Family, or 
County Courts. 

t 
,. CIRCUIT COURT (16) 

25 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Civil actions over $100 (may vary to 

$1,000). 
- Felonies. misdemeanors (except if 

heard in inferior courts). 
- Juvenile (if no Family Court). 

FAMILY COURT (16) 
46 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Family support, and protection. 

Adoption, divorce. 

Jury trials. 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over delinquent, 
neglected, orabandoned children. 

PROBATE\~OURT (46) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Est"tes, business of minors and in
" competents, guardians, trustees, 

mental commitments. 
- Juvenile (If no Family Court). 

No jury trials. 

f" Indicates route of appeal. 

COUNTY COURT (8) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Civil actions under $7,000 (but may 

vary to $25,000). divorce, adoptions. 
- Some accept guilty pleas, some hear 

certain feloni'es. 

Jury trials. 

t 

t 
.MAGISTRA TE COURT (322) 
322 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law and landlord-tenant under $2.00 

(but may liary to $1,000). 
- Criminal with fine less than $200 " 

or sentence less than 30 days, Felony 
preliminaries. No criminal jurisdiction 
if there is a County Court. 

I) 

Jury trials. 

t 

CIVIL AND 
CRIMINAL COURT (11) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Law and equity under $1.000 (but 

may vary to $300,000). 
- Some have limited criminal jurisdic

tion. others hear all biil serious 
felonies (sentence less than 10 years). 

Jury trials. 

t 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (82) 
82 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations, 

criminal with fine less than $100 
and sentence less than 30 days. 

Jury trials. 

] 
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SOIlTll CAIOLIHA suPamm QIIIRT 
Court of last resort 

5 justices 
Janusry I, 1978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

~~r:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: 
PoatcODnctiOll re.edy: 

Postconviction .................. ~ .................................................................... .. 
Total appeals ........... , .................................. ' ... 

Other cases: 
OrigiDal proceedings: 

Original. jurisdiction ..................................... . 
Disciplinary .atte" ....................................... . 

Total ................ , ..................................... . 
llequenll to appeal ......................................... .. 

Beginning 
pendin!! 

o 
o 
o 

428' 
208 

8 
22 
30 

Total other cases ........................................... .. --0" ~ 

Total cases .......................... !' .............................................................. ~ ............ .. 714 

Other proceedings: 
Other _tters: 

Mot1~.ns .t, ••••••••• · •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• __ 0_ --.lli. 
Total oti~er proceedings ....................................... .. o 423 

Manner of disposition 

Regular opinions .................... 274 
Rule 23 (memorandum opinions) ....... 171 

Total ................................ 445 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not De handled by the court. 

dCase definition Ot· unit of count: 

Disposed 

X 
X 

X 
--X-

X 
X 
X 

--X 

~ 

413 

End 
pending 

x 
X 

X 
-X-

X 
X 
X 

--X 

,294 

A cas" is counted in this court only when it is docketed. Notices of appeal are filed on many cases that are never docketed. There were 
1,095 notices of appeal filed with this court during 1978. 

~igure was computed: 
The number of cases d:rsposed was computed by subtracting the number of cases pending at the end of the year from the number pending at the 

beginning of the' year and filed during it. 
jExplanation of 'data included in the category: 

Civll. appeals include "straight" and Rule 29 appeals and appeals of cases from the Family Court. 
Crt.ina1 appeals include regular and "no merit" appeals. 

lSpecial source or revision in tile data: 
The beginning figures were taken from an unpublished report from the office of the clerk of CQurt concerning the 1977 caseload, in which 

these figures were given as t'he end pending figures for 1977. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the clerk of the Supreme Court. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that. totals have', been 
computed where necessary. i i' 
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SOUTH CAIlOLIHA CIRCUIT OlURTS!. 
Court of general jurisdictioo 

16 circuits, 25 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 30, 1978b 

Total civil 

Criainald : 

Beginning 
pending 

16,969f 

Felony/Ilisdellleanor: 
Criminalj ........... .......................... ..... .......... 9,232£1 

Total criIIiinalj ................................ 'O •••• 'O .... \j .... •••••••••• 

Grand totalj ........................................... , ......... . 26,201f 

Triald 

Civil •••••••• ', .............. 854 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 

28,300 

30,30Bl 

30,3081 

58,60B 

, Civil dispositions 

Disposed 

27,947 

30,868 

30,868 

58,815 

Settlement ...................... 1,744 
Voluntary dismissal ............. 7,364 
Involuntary dismissal/nonsuit ••• 1,419 
Default ......................... 5,59B 
Transfer to other court ............... 2,483 
Final order ..................... 5,949 
Other disposition ••••••••••••••• 2,536 

385 

End 
pending 

17 ,322 

8,672 

8,672 

25,994 

The Circllit Court in South Carolina is divided into two pa/:ts: civil cases are heard in Court.. of Canmon Pleas, criJoinal cases in the Co"rt 
of General Sessions. 

bparticular court; or reporting system information: 
On July I, 1978 nine County Courts were phased out, and all cases pending in 'them were transferred to the Circuit Court. 
The reporting period for this court changed in 1978 fran the calendar to the fiscal year. As a result, there is a 6-month overlap for this 

court between data reported for 1977 and 1978. 
dCase definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of indictments. 
A trial is counted if the case is concluded by trial, and judgment on the verdict has been rendp,red and filed. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1977 cour;: year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1976 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report and additional infprmation. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Criminal data for fe1ooy/lllisde .. mnor, total criminal, and grand total include criJoinal cases handled in the CoUnty Court and Civil and 

, Criminal Court. 
l.~pecial source or revision in data: i 

"'" Criainal beginning pending and filed figures were supplied by the court administration office during the data verification process. 

The Judicial Depa:rtment of South Carolina, Annual .. Report 1979 (Darlington, South Carolina). Statistics are from annual report except 
that totals have been computed where necessary, and addit.~onal data were supplied by the administrative offic" of the court. 
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Civfi!l,,-

SOUTH CAI!OLINA:::.m1l!f.OC m.uua.,~;A!Q).\·.CLVIL)AIiD CRDIINAL allJU 
.1;,0001'".t!:of. 'll!rl.tcodo,jU£isdil"!:<lon 

Sb courts."Bc;tllJ:llge8;,J.).1.cour~8Hll judges 
da-uly !J.,~9Ji7t tOJJiiDe13P; '~97S6 

!.!eginning 
pending Filed 

Tot;~l~civil ............. 't . .;.'~.-;'!. ••••••.• ~ •••••••••• ~ ... ~.:.~ •••••••••••• ••. • 10.955"". 

o 

Disposed 

..17 ,361 .... 

End 
pending. 

TOEa.l, •. criminal .......... , ••. :" ..... ~ .......... ,::,-";,.,,: ............. ":t~kL 

. tlr;;~~·;',.,i'l:., 
.. vOJH'·t.m"l-;..:!,i .. 1.~.\~:.~L\-: 

.... (k) ••• ••• (k). '.' •••.• I. ;::H~) 

~~~-----------------------------------------

398 

, .... ~ , , .. , ., -" ... ,', 

. . ':'1', 

10:.' .... 

7 ~ ......... ~ , • -

.. " ... ~ . 
.: : "', .. ~ " 

Boldfa."e headings indi.cat.e the classifications used by the NCSP. 

... ·17.361i · ..... 

............ "" ... ~ ~ , ~ ...... " 

Civil dispositions 

Settlement .... "i •. '·,;·.... ........ 933 
Voluntal.'}' dismissal· ••••••••••••• 2.102 
Involulltary. dismissal/Ilonsuit, " .. ;·)1,-096 
Default ......................... 4,176 
Transfer to other court .................. 3,875m 
Final order ..................... 1,608 
Other disposition ............... 3,173 

aCourt jurisdiction: . :<1 ~'f, _~ , .• ~, ~ ;-;, : J, ,< .. -, : ;1 .• -1 i - ~ 
On July 1, 1977. all cases involving domestic relations or juvenile matters were transferred to the Family Court. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: ." 
, :DutilJg t.he yeat. nined:9\1I\,y,J:our~~,w!!re. phRse'Loul.: ;ID,Lal:\.·. ca~e~"pe!lliil!g in~p~m )l~.e~ ~1,'!lnsJ;l'rre~ .~o ,~/l~'Pi1;~;l,t Cou,!:. ,1>~8h!:,!,o.,,;~s 

remained in operation at the end of the period. . ,;:' ; t.! .. ' 

The reporting period for this court changed in 1978 from the calendar to the fiscal y.ear. "'I' ,{l 'req!,l~, ~here is. !' 6::-mOlJtljc,ov'!flap· for. 
this court betueen.,data 'r~porte4,for l~n·a\)d .l27~",., .,.;. "'" •... 

dCaQ~.d~~:(,n:fJ;~QI?- Qr:!lPit·of cpun1;:.. _~: "f,,"" :.L" .";: '.;,", .. - "f' •• 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complalnt. "~, .. " 
The criminal case mlit of count is the 1l1!.mber of inqictments. .. ,.,' 
A trial is counted if the case is concluded by trial. and judgment on ~I.ul. v~r!!ict·"ha!l:. b~el!.!-,e!ldere<!'Iln4·.filed.,· . 

fBeginning pending figure £or the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending.l'+gul,'''.l'!!!{: the ~977. !'ourt Yllal,'.;;;. .,. 
i This difference waa caused by. the change,oL.r",p.o"'~ing, pe~i9<!' frOlll,~al!,nd;!l; Y"al' til; f1-l'!,al: year'. f!lF c!l!lel,,'!d !,I,!,a ,f9r,~h!-s '!'''!1rt .•... 
Data are not complete: .-~."'.. ' .. :' :- _ ,'.~ '," ~'";'..;d .~.'.:.;" <'. .~." '.{ ;. ,.' ,,;: to:'" 

Data for criaina1 cases handled in thi(l court are not available here,·" , .. <:" ~ !.' '1':. ~ 
kAdditional information: !< ·".l<,· ' .. '- .. ". " 

Pen!1~!lg. ,filell .... and.disP9~ed·f!gurl'~ to,? tQta;l.cHim1.P4.;il.'" !!l!,~uc!~d < ill- the. !;t;iIIliJ!!ll., S!\!,~,i.OI! ~f ~he 9:!,r;!!~.!i;,g,9')lt~ .. dIJ~'l ch!'~t, . A ~Rhai. qf 
1,867 criminal warrants were filed. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data: 
Of the .cases·;~qm~ferre!! tl' otll!'r "!'U'i~s ... ~.,39.tg)f tpe.·ii.tl7;;· ... e," ca.s!,s t,J;l'nsge:H~1i i,!l!.a .result Cll;< ~h!'. c;;ourLloc'!Hon be~ng ph'!!!e!! .. W!ih·, 

Source" .. The.: ~lldi!'iill .. !lepa1;"tm'mt lit 'Spu~/l ~arofi"il;, Annual ,Report ·1979 ,,(DarH\lgtO!l._·, ~.Qut,h .. q!l.l;o~"a) .•. Stl!~~ti!1-!l !l1-'e fl,'.QII! .~h.e. "!lnU~t ;~pl'r, 
except .. ~!Ja~._~o~~ .~y~ gee!l-C9JD.p~t;~~· wg~~e·cge~es~4U,· ~ ,_ ._ !::i;~ • ,:~.7; ,,_t. 

"j\ ________________ a. ____________ ~ ____ ~ __________________________ ~------__ ----------________________________ ------~--~..,-.~ r~. 
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"SOtrrB1CAlQL1IIAi FAllILY.W1m4!" 
C""""t.of.,~t~ j~~ct,1.OIr 
, ... '16;·~ourtit •. ,46 .judgu, :,,' 
·.J'!l-T 1;;,.:l9}-7.J:1' ,June:J30.o' 1975b 

"i Beginning 
. pending. 

1!idld : 
D .... tic relati .... : 

x..rr1a&e cI1 ... ul"tion: 
Divorce •••••••••••. ; ••••••••••••••••••••• ; •••••••••••••••••• 
J.egal separation i •. , ".,., •••••••••• , ••••••• : •. ~._."' ........ ,. •••••••••• 
Annulment •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................ , ...................... . 
Sapport/cuatody. 

;~::~~ :::: :'::::::: ::::::::::::::::::: ::.: :<: :<::::::::::::::: 
• Visitation •••••• ;~ ........ ; ••••••••••• :.~ ••. ~ ............... . 
Total ............................................... •• •• ; ••••••• 

Adoption.· ......................... •• ... •• : ...... '. ~ •••••••••••••• 
Other d .... tie relatioaa: 

Paternity ................................................. . 
Termination of parental rights ........................... .. 
All other categories ....................... ~',.,'" .: ................ . 

Total ....................................................... . 
.Total .............. ,.. ........................... : .............. . 
Other c:ivU: ' 

Change of name •••• , ........................... '0- .;. ' ............... . 
Correction of birth record ................................. .. 

Total ................... .-•••••••• .-............. ; ......... ; •••••• 

Tl'tal c:i1'11 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffie: 
Ot!>er uaffi.c violatioo:. . • 

'JJuvenile-t'rai:f1c:'law Viol:at1:tl. ............ ; .;."~:~\;-::.~'! ••••.•••• 

Total traffic 
-, ~ • >, < , • '., • • ~ .'. .. ,: ............................ ~ ..... ~ ...... ,,-, ............. . 

JlIYeaile: 
Cr1a1ilal. -1:Jpe affe ..... : 

x 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

___ X 

X 

__ X_ 

X 

Delinquency .................................................. X 
Felony ....................................................... X" 
H1sdeaeanor ............................. -, .' •••.•••• ' •• ', ••.•.• !II ........ ,-.. x.,' 
Drug law •••• ·••••• •••••••••••• •••• ••••••••••••••• •••••••• ••••• X 

Tl'tal ......................................... ,............... X 
.ao-off ..... e: 

Neglect prl'ceedins ........................................... X 
Abandoruaent; proce,dins ... , ............ ' ........................... :.. X 

Total •••••• : .... : .......................................... ". X 
Other jDYeDil .. : . " .. 

Hental coa:mitlDent of minor.. ........ ................. ........ "X 
Habeas corpus .............................. ,~...................... X 
Other ............. ~ .......... ,~ •• " •••••••••••••••.• -:,~.:-•• , •.•••. ~ •• ( •• ~.:.::'i,,~",." X 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• o ••••••••• " ••••• ~ •• ',~' ___ X 

Total juvenile ....................... ; ........................ .. X 
•. '!' M< .• ' :", l.· j 

Grand tl'tal ..................................................... . 18,648f 

Filed 

X 
X. 
X 
X 

X 
"X' 

.X' 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

,X 
X 

", __ X 

X 

__ X_'., 

le' 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

.x 
Xc. 
X 

X· 
X 
.xc 
X 

X 

63,161 

Disposed 

14,303 
.768, . 
282 

15.353 

2,373 
., 8'.298""'. 

'518' 
11,189 
1,546' 

133 
118 

.13,537 

13.,788 

942 
51 
~ 

42.869 

,,2,5:3 

" .. 2 573 
• • ~ I J 

3,356 
4.301 
3,96.0. 

398 
. l2,015 

178 . 
21 

199 

51 
9 

3,-277 
3,337 

15.551 

60.993 

(387 

End 
pending. 

.-;" ):',' '~x. 
X 

'X 
X 
X' 

.Xc 
.•• X 

X 
, , ' , '~-i .. " 

X 

X, 

X 

X 

_. __ ,_X 

X 

X. 
X 
X, 
X 
x . 

X 
X 
X 

X 
' •• >" ,X: 

.X 
; x, 

X 

20,816 

....:.:.;,...;._::.:..;....:..;.:;-=-....:.:.:...:.....:.=-....:.:....:.:.....:.:..:!::.::,::.:··::..·..:::.....:.~.::.. __ ;,...;..:.::.;::..;......::......:.:....:·...:;. __ 2"_·.:.::.;_-=--....:.:.-::..;....::......:.:.---~.:.::.;-.:....:..-------.---------------

Boldface headinss indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X _ The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

'I' 

aC""rt jurisdiction: ..... ;')J'" <~,,,' .''!' .• :., '. 
On July 1, 1917. all cases "pendins' in the County Court .invl'lir'ing·,donie.sUe:relations>and juvenile III.!lttera were transferred to the Family 

Court. '.\' 
bpar:icular court I'r reportins information: 

Thol 'reportins period fl'r this court cl-.anged 
this court between data reported,. fl'r. 1977 

dCaae definitil'n or unit of cc.unt: 

\:".,:~ ~ "~'.~: ,;,. ... \(~, t ~ •.. I· 

in 1978 from thn calendar to the fiscal year. As a result,- there is s 6-month overlap for 
and' 1978. ",. 

'A civil case· is 'counted 'vitii"the' ·filing of a"petit101l'l'r' complaint.· .~. 
fBeginnins figure fl'r the 1978 court year does Mt equal the end pendins figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 

Source: The Judicial Department of South Carolina, 'AnnualReport 1979 (Darlington, S~uth Carolina). 
except tl)at totals have been co..puted wht!re neces8ary,~ .. it'd:.;t.~t1"f';'~ :\·,H.; l;'-:'J :i':';;"':~ i 

.':~~ Llif,~1,'1tt. fJ',~i::,'l ;) ~-~.:"" 

Statistics were fraIl the annual report 

o. '" 
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':,~ SOU'Ill ~LDIA. JW:ISTBArE mmcr 
~''''' Court of l.iaf.ted juriooictioo 

~c:;-~22 cwrts. 322 I08gistrates 
JanWi"'~~, 1978 to ,Deceoaber 31. 1978 

'~ 

Civ:nd : 
Law: 

Civil 

Total civil 

Criclnal. d: 
Hisd~nor: 

Ron-traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
l'rel:t.iDary bearing ............................... "" .......... ") 

Total criminal .................................................. 1 
~-? 

Traffic: 
DWI/DUI: 

Driving under the influ"nce ................................ .. 
Otber traffic violatloo: 

Other ................. , ................................ , ..... . 

Total traffic ········i:;·················· .. ········ .. ············ 

Grand total 

Triald 

"'iieginni1'll 
pending 

,,20,449 

:W,449 

x 

X 

X 

24,635i 

,,< 

o 

Filed Disp~~i,d 

101,963 109,443 
c 

101,963 109,443 

64,HiO X " 
14,199 ,14,091 

78,959 i 

10,97(; X 

399,917 X 

410,883 X 

591,815 599,398k 

Jury 
386 

2,796 
3,182 

Non,..jury 
55,298 

253,814 
309,112 

Total 
55,684 

256,610 
312,294 

C~nal dispositions (prellaf.nary bearing) 
Civ:n •••••••••••••••• 
Criminai and traffic • Nolle prosequi ........... . 

Total ................ . Bound over .oo .............. oo ... .. 

Discharged ............... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used' by the NCSP. " 
N/A = This case type is handled 'by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total bUE were not available by category. 

dC( ',e definition or unit of count: '., 

709 
10,475 
2,907 

End 
pending 

12,969 

12,969 

X 

---1Y.!:. 
Xi 

0 

X 

__ X 

X 

16,944gi 

:~ civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or c«lllplaint. 
\ fhe crimil1al case unit of coont is the number of indictments. 

\t trial is counted if the case is concluded by jury, and judgment\ on the verdict ha~" been rendered and filed. All cases not con61uded by jury 

t tria~ are considered non-jury trials. '-' .!.- i 

~ gC; nge in pending d. oes not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
his is caused by the misaing data for prellaf.nary bearing cases. ' 

'1 iDa ta are not comp;tete: 
'fotal criminal and grand total pending figures do not include data forpreliainary beari"ns \"lses. 

kAdditional informatioa: 
The Magistrate Court also issued 102,111 arre,at aJ:d 1,668 search warrants. 

, r Source: Unpublis,"~~data provided by the Sot.th Carolina Court Administration Office.~:.,Statistics are"ftom the unl?,.~.bliShed data except· ~jmt" 
totals hav~ been canputed where necessary. l..~ 

o 

SOllTli'CAlIOLINA l'IlOilATE mUB.T 
Court of l.iIIlited jurisdiction 

°46 courts' 
January 1, 1978 Co D~ceRbef 31. 1978 

":! /j 
There were no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court fpr .. 978. 

'o) 

SOUTH CAJll)LINA HllH1CIPAL' mmu: 
Court of liIIIited juJ;isdict:iOll 

82 courcs. 82 jlidges 
January 1. 1978 Co Dec_ber ~l." 1978 

, 
There were no da~ available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1978. 

1\, 

1 

LI', 

SOYTHDAKOT A COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

~ 

SUPREME COURT 
(I. 5 justices 

\\~ Jurisdiction: 
" Appellate jurisdiction. Original and,. 

,r,emedial writs. , 

" J 
-: 

" 

c' 

\\ 
'';, 

'J 

::r;.' :) 

.:'.\ 

CIRCUIT COURT (8) 

CIR,CUIT COURT (8) LAWYER MAGISTRATES LAY MAGISTRATES 
36 judges Division of Circuit Court Divisiol) of Circllit Court 
Jurisaiction: 6 full·time and 16 part-time magistrates 871ay magistrates, 6i of which are also 
- Civil actions, domestic relations. Jurisdiction: clerks of court. 

probate. G - Civil actions under $2.000. ,:, Jurisdiction: 
- Felonies, misdemeanors. Small claims. mental health. - Ci'lil actions and small claims under 
- Juvenile. - Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, $500 (uncontested) •.. 
Administrative appeals. preliminary hearings. Committing - Guilty pleas for misdemeanors and or-

Jury trials. 
magistrate, search warrant. arrest dinance violations. Preliminary 
warrant. Serve as coroner. hEarings, search warrant, arrest war-

Jury trials. rant. Serve as coroner. 

No jury trials. 

,~, 

I 
t" Indicates route of appeal. 

G 

o 

.~ 

] 

389 

Court of 
last 

resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 
, 
I 

! 
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'2';:'\(>sOOiilii'ilil'A£SuPuHstmm")'::, IA Ifr 
.t; ~..1 \~.: c&ftu.iJi'hBrieiot~ '..'"""J;j;.iX~1);"'\",,9. 

S justices 
January 1, 1978 to DeceJIber 31, 1978 

.. ------~,~:~,------~--------------a-----------------_r;~--~~-'-"-~~·:~--'~~~~B~e~"g~~~~F-~;,~n=:~~·~J~~~~t~J~:~~·~~;=;;~':~~;)~~~:;:~l-ead------------------------------------~E~ 
pending . • Disposed pending 

Cases: ;.::~ ~ ";.:' . ..- -;~ i .. , 
0Appeals: \l~ !:":.::~:i;~,~ :~l·;~J:~·!~~, ·;~.iI'!'::~, _.:",,==,.., 

Total appeals •• • t:.: ....... ....................... . ( .. ~~::,::"::,:.-._,_~~:~~:~",,,:~29j{3 )el 

Other cases: 1\ 
X 

OrlglDaljurilhticU<in: , 
0rigiDa1 proceedings: i' 

Ilabeas corpus ••••••••• ; .... ,..... •••••••••••••• •.•••••• •••• X V. X 1 X 
Mandamus •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• '..... X M X ), X 
Prohibition ..............................................X " X 2 X 
Bail ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X Y X 0 X 
Writs ....................................... ". ••••••••• ••• X ~ X 0 X 
Certificat~ of probable cause •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X I X 1 X 
Execution stay ........................................... X, "X '0 X 
Certiorari .:............................................. X I X 1 X 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••••• "..................... X • X 2 X 

Total................................ ••••••••••••••••••••• X X 8 X 
Disciplinary: _ 

Attorney sus}ienaion •• ~ .. ~-\.e;:;-;".~::;"~~-;-'~"'~"i-:~;.'7l" •• ......... .". .... · •• ,.. .. -."' ..... ~~?.~~~~:::..:~~.:7..v.t,~~"-:::c:II\~-;!!:'~OC'~-::~..::=.-="!l;:."d..~~~~':t".r.~~_X 
Adrisory "PiIrljClll ••••••• ¥: ................ '>' •••• , .. .. .. .. • .. • X Xl. 1C 

~;:;t;' ~~. ;;~; ....... t:~:..~_::,=:,::· .~:.~:~:,::.:~~:::::.::~'""~~:._=~ __ =.,,~ __ ~ __ ~",,'~ . '-r'" Hr
9
1Y j[,/ r! J_)5:1:' IT 

Petition for 'fllowance of. appeal .. ·,~'i·rl.,Si·(·~~')f .. t,:.jv;.::·d ---2.H!dH21:)tSI; ;;23:~;~;" p-~" . ·-~ib:Cn·~s·~~;:,";:·;:'·:i:'~~'x 
Total other cases ; ........... ; ................................... I X' 50' r \ ·25 '(.3)e.LJ - , •. ] J¥ .. l,. X 

,::"' ~::f::':""'"'' +:.: ::', :;:':.: ... : ... ;;.:.~:::~::. !. ',;;fi ""~""': ::f'.:d: i..'" (Jl"'... .. "A+ 
Rehearing request!! • •••••••• i ... , ... ~ .. ~.·.~·,.~ .. :: ... ,·.,i .... ".':·:!;,;·,'·'',","', .:,:.1 '·'N/i."""" '''''". ..!. ""271', I 281 ,;"'N,/i,' 

~ , 'lI':/~;{':'i' '," , 
Total other·.proceedings ..... j.' ....... ; •. ;,,:.:.;'.}' •.• i· •• ;~ .•• ~" •• ;.; ... ~';.. • a ;,\, ." ''''271 ':"",,: "~.-,' 281 'N/~ 

.I t"" \~.''; ':0: ~ .~ ",::'!:. 11 

t ~ 
Mannei! of disposit:ion . ',,, ,i'. i "St';~u~' Of"p~nding cases1 (12/31178) • 

Opinion '"' ...... :::-;~'.~ ... ;.:'~::=:7~;:7::~~t"i5~'.,.'?'-~·~~,w;.t1¢~=''=:~1''''==..'*'""Io-~ ... '"Nbt""'"readr"fo~·ctile!lda~.v ................ ~"~159<:.,.""""Y.;~+~~"'·,...d; 
Order of dismisaal or denial ••••• 128=' . Readyfo~ argument/submission •• , 41 

" Submitted and pending •• ;'k..... • 60 
Suspeuse ...................... '.. .. 3 

Boldface headings indicate the classi£i:cations· used by the NCSP. 
N/A D This "ase type is handled 'by the "ourt, but the data are unavailable., 
X - Tpe data I'or this case tYl'e are known to be included itl the total but were not availabl~by category. 

eCa~es not include.din the total to avoid double counting: 
Petltions £"r 'hl,lbwance of appeal granted are not counted as disposed until the appecl is disposed; a filing is not crunte4 for the 

.. ~l. These granted petitions are the IUlmbers appearing in, parentheses. 
£J!eginning pending figure for the,1978 court year does not equsl the end pending figure fat h.1' 1977 court year: 

'II'" difference is due to the addiUon of .infonnation on the ri'umbe'" of cases other than appeals ,that .were ~ctive during 1978. This 
information was not available prior to 1978. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: " 
, Appeals filed figure includes reins tated appeals. 0 

'mca,tegories for disposition type or' triBl data: 
These 203 opinions disposed of" 244 casel.. ~~\, , 
T~here we,re,;~7 cases "disposed o,f. by tlle 128 yorders Of'~miSSal or .denial.. 

Source: ,State Court: Administrator' .. Office, Benclmark: Bil'nni1l1 Report of th~. South Dakota Unified Judicial System, FY 1918 and 19.79 (Pierre, 
South Dakota: llecember, 1979) and unpublished datil supplied by the clerk of the court. Statistica are fran the biennial report Bnd 
the unpublished data. 
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1 

a 
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- --~-~-. -'-~------~ 

.,...~,,-.t_~ 

..,..._l ,.:, .... ~,.~ ... "Y"Il '-!",",!?""Yr"'I. ~ 

N/A 

.IJ/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Disposed" 

9,623i 

2,604i 
531i 

3,135i 

End 
pending 

. N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
Ii/A 

~ 

N/A 

N/A 

______________ ~~ _____ .i __________ ~ ______________________________ ~ ______________________________________________ ___ 
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C' 

TENNESSEE COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: '. , 
- Constitutional issues, workmen s 

compensation, and state revenue 
appeals. 

- Constitutionality of a statute or " 
ordinance. 

- Review o'f other appellate court 
decisions. 

" 

-

COUR.T OF APPEALS (3,> 
9 judges' 

~~~-~&~~~A~L---,I.~ 
COURT OF CRIMIN II 

Jurisdiction: 
- Hears only civil appeals. All civil 

except those to Supreme Court. 

Workmen's compensation. 
Judgments i'1volving 
constitutional and other 
public law questions. 

APPEALS (3) 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: ,', ',. 
- Hears only criminal appeals. Case,f 

under post-conviction procedure act, 
felonies, misdemeanors. 

~~--~----~----------_I--, 

+ 
CHANCERY COURT 
(21) 
27 chancellors 
Jurisdiction: 
- Equity cases over $50, divorce, 

adoption, and civil cases (except 
tort).· Appeals of administrative 
agency cases.;, 

Appeals de novo. 

,t 
LAW AND EQUITY 
COURT (5) 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Law and equity cases over $50. 

Jury trials. 

CIRCUIT COURn30J 
58 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contracts and demands over 

$50 ($:~~b for some counties), 
divo~;landlord and tenant, 
adoption, equity,chancery. 

Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

1 
CRIMINAL COURT (13) 
26 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo, 

Jury trials. 

Gibson county.--"""'''').:a;,..----------, 
A ~ ,9 

j 

,..-------------r-----~r------"I "-"'---::\\--I:-:-1~~ Criminal. t + ~,./ A Civil a~ ~riminal. -.1 
PROBATE COURT (7) COUNTY COURT (95) )UVENI~E·~9r;~O~U=-RT=, (~1":'>:4)'" GENfiRAL SESSIONS 

d d t 15 )'uven'lle )ud"el s, 23 general. COUR'I: (92) d 81 ju gp.s an 20 coun y d 
2 judges; 1 county ju ge,5 chairmen" , session judges, ria», and eqUity ""77 full-time and 0138 part-time ju ges 
general session judges also Juri~diction: c, judge. 2 county judges, and 8 Jurisdiction: I' lId" 
serve _ Probate, administration of county executives also serve _ Civil cases under $5,OOO,lan

l
dlord an 

Jurisdiction: esrates; Jurisdiction: tenant. Recovery of persona property 
- Administration of estates, -Juvenile (if no Juvenile Court). - Adults contributing to to $10,000. Equity cases under $l,5~0. 

probate. of wills, guardianship. , delinquency of minor. Some courts hear divorce, workmen s 
NOJ'ury trial.. ';, No jury trials. _ Juvenile. '.' compensation. . 

t 

JUSTIC~ OF THEPEAC.E 
COURT (2) 
2 justices (>f the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $3,000. 

,', - Misdem!!anors (fine less than $50, .' 
sentence less than 1 year). 

No jury tri·~ls. 

Indicates route of appeaJ.'· 

c' 

II _ Misdemeanors (fine less t!:Jan $50, 
No jury trial. ,,-, sentence less than 1 year), preliminary 

hearings. ,. 
- SO~2 courts hear ju~nile. 

No iilry trial. " 

MUNICIP A-L COURT (~300) 
192 judges L 

Jurisdiction: ,". l~ . 
- City ordinance vlOlahon. (fuW less 

than $50, sentence less than .~O days). 

No jurYhials. 

o 

-

--

-

Court 
Of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 
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Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 
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Courts of 
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jurisdicfion , 

I) 

" ~ 
l 

" ~ 
j 
i 

(7-
('\ ~I \ 

"'14' \i :',1 

i ':\' 'I 

Af~ 
"I 

) 

III 1 , III 'I 
'J f,' ' 1 

" I ~~i!' 
\ 

~ 
0 '1 

393 
TEIIIiIISSEE SUPBllllE OOlmT 

Court: of last resort: 
5 just:ices 

.Tauuary 1, 1!il78 ,to Dec:e.ber 31, 1978 \~ 

Beginning Filed Disposed End -----c------~------------------____________________ . ________ ~p_en_d_i_n_g~ ________________ --------------______________________ ~p~e_n~di~Dg~ 
Cases: 

Appea1s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total appeals ............................ '.' ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other eases: (~ 

Ilequeats to appeal: 
Certiorari .......... ~ ••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• '. 

Total other cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;, 

Total Cases ...................................................... 

N/A 
N/A 

ii/A 
NTA 

N/A 

138 (82)e 
138 (82)e 

813 (82)e 

278 m---

593 (82)e 
, 593 (82)e 

Disposi tlon of cases 
Manner of disposition 

Opinions and orders ••••••••• 
"Per (curiam ................................ .. 

Boldface headings indicate"the claSSifications used by the NCSP. 

Affirmed •• •••••••• c ••••••••••••••••• 

Rever~ed ........................... . 
Reversed and remanded ••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed in part--reversed in part •• 
Reversed and dismissed •••••••••••••• 
Modified and affirmed ••••••••••••••• 
Affirmed and remanded ••••••••••••••• 
Order denying petition •••••••••••••• 
Dismissals •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded without opinion ........... . 
Transferred ........ ~ 'l.,'" ••••••••••• 
Granted ••••••••••••. ; •••••••••••••••• 
Denied ............................. . 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 

Requests 
~ toappeal 

105 
19 
46 
13 

7 
3 

14 
20 

9 
7 

31 
82 

585 
4 8 

N/ A - This !!ase type is handled by the court, but the da ta are unavailable. 
x- The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. -- - Not applic:able. 

Total 
105 

19 
46 
13 

7 
3 

14 
20 

9 
7 

31 
82 

585 
12 

eCases not included .in the total to avoid double counting: 

Petitions for certiorari granted are not c:runted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing is not crunted for the 
resulting appeal. These granted petitions are the numbers appearing in parentheses. 

lSpeCial source or revision in the data: 

The number of certiorari petitions filed was supplied by the administrative office of the court during data Verification. mInformation on disposi,t1on type or trial data: 

lri addition to the 239 majority opinions and orders, there were 14 dissents and 4 concurrences written. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are fran the annual report 
except that total.s have been canputed where nec~ssary, and additional data were supplied by the administrative office of the crurt during data varification. 

~ 
(f 

" \\ 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

lilA 



Ii 

Case.s:." ".\ ~~_~', ~.!" '. 
ApP,'lllls ::;:~~e ;6<" 

'Civil •••••••••••••••• • •••••••• , •••••••• "t.,.,: ..• , ......•..... 
Total appeals ........................... ' ••••• ~ .• /"":'.' .................. . 

O~~u:~:s ~o apPe4i.~?-.~:., ••••••••••••••• n •• ~:.\:; •••••••••••••• 
Total other cases ................... !;I ......................... > •••• 

.-.I.J ...................................................... 
., ~;, '~':1 :'" ' . " •• ',' 
'C '----'-Mannercc ofC'dis p AS! ti on 

, 9~;lnio.riS:~1in'lmp.1.e ord.ers ••••• 752 
.·~~P~'l· cur.rB#:~-::.~ ••. ~'.·"-.~~'?F~·:'. ":." .:~ .. ~. ~~ 

f 

.~ 

. •• '''' - ...... h!J~ ... ,'"f 

", 

~~/~ 
NJA 

ii/A 

.":!.: 

. , : :.. _" ~ i: , 

• , • , , .. '1'3'0' • • • •• • •• , ...... , .. 800' •••• , " • 

730 8liii 

. 730:·'··· ' .. " " """ • BOO" ." •• '. 

Disposition of appeals 

Affi~~~~~~;:~~·!~);~ .:~ :'~::~:i ...•.. ~ ........... .. 
i"':,:'~~' Rey~:~~? ~.~ .. ·<~·t t!~{t,," ·rL~:~ .~!;:.:!{.''', ~<:"."."""." 

t::t' ,Reversed and reman~e~ ., ...... ' .•• :~ ~ ............... . 
AfHme;(J,;i part' and ieVi"r~ed" in part .. 
Reversed and dismissed ••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded .............................. . 
Modified and affirmed , ••••••••••••••••• 
Af firmed and remanded ................. . 
Order denying petition ••••••••••••••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismisslld " ............................ .. 
Transferred ........................... It ........... . 

384 
39 
82 
31 
28 
27 
34 
45 
28· 
15 
74 
13 

Bo].dface headings, indicat~,'t'he classifications' used' by"th" NCSP· ... · .• , 
Blank space - Not' enough ihformation' ia kno;";'::' 'rbl,;' cas;, categorY' may' 01' may 'n~t be handled by the crurt.' 
N/A =·!J:his case ·type .. is .. handled, by .. the"court" but>- the··data "are-' unavailable ..... , 

aCourt: jurisdiction: 
This court has civil jU,fisdiction on1y'~, 

~'~~'. ~' .•. ~t_. 
• ' I .J ,'~ (. '. 

-,:'.",' 'UI' '\'-".J 

~' ~:. ~~~~.d c'l~:I 
~ •• ;,::,('I 't. ":'(,,' ,.,.,1,-,) :~ ;.i ib J'c><,-.~ 

~';:'; ~,u.~ .~, : i.i:"l· .... ,d'S ~ : 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are fran the"~A~~~r~~pofi;r· .... -.... 
except that totals have been canputed where necessary. : ' ;".. i.'; ~:' t qi«'{::~ lD'~' .. _ .:-: ~ ~~..:~;, ~ '.,;,,: f i~' .. h i : .. ;;:" ,; )i"i i "+.'!'~ 'r 

: ...... :.,' ,.:.L','. ;.<; :~'-:~"\::i :,) .. j[. .~r.':").!"(!r-. ,cd ;:: ~;, ... : ... . ;;J' ',"1'. ;':<dT'",::', ~'~·,.t,·!!"t·..,_ .;,; <.T_-l,tt1</1 

~ U '-':'y~i.,!I ,r _J .... ~·U'-l·l 

.. ':.;' '1. ,', .;. •• ):"'. ,·s;..,." ~ I,:t' ~ 
:. " ;:. ~:, :E"~~·;-.:'iI 'd;1 

:,;. , ~ ,. ~~" 1:," .,. i) 

.':: ... , --::~ ... : .. ~, : .. <';~~'~e"~);~,.,_ '1tt,'"~, • '~, '. ~ •. r..~' • 

I 
I' 
i 

! 
\ 
I 

l'lmmsSiiE raiotT':lor:£OIiDIIIIAll~APPEALs\l':jU~;,' 
liit!ehio1cilat:eiappe11ar:e 'il!oU"~;; 

G~,~tl).Jt. i)~ ~3,--icIiVl·810D8 • .t9~"jWJges'Sc ~tJ.t!;:.P:l:~,:" H: 
.J~ry !L. ~1!J78"1:6 Dece.l!ier ,31 p19781 

Beginning.,J" 
u. __ pend:[ng.J.~ 1 

Cases:' 
Appeal.: 

i'Cr:1Ja1na.l •• " ••• ~' •••• ~: ......................... ~l~:.}of~"' •••• "'.'''' 
Total appeals ••••••• ~ •••••• :' ..................................... . 
'. ,', :,~,:: S 

Other cases: 
'Orig1Da1 proceed11188 i 

Original juriad1etion: 

'Ileq~;~:r t~' ~~d': ~:::::::::::::::::::::: :~:F:~;:::::::::::: 
Total other cases ................................ ;l~ •• ' .............. . 
>' , ';0;';>:, ' ~: 

Total cas eo ••••••••••••••••••• 0,1 ................ : ~~~" ~ ............. . 

N/A 

-NTA 

NIA 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

:0ii"Gi:J 
,jy,,'X 

• ......... · ... 685, •• ' ........ ' ........ X ....... '. ., I ', •. ,· .• :",<,.,N/A 
~ ----x :3;,,~~IA:) 

:;:rr·'i·~:...Jrl·T. !l.i ~ ~'::-;;-,I-! 
X ;!I{.#~ ~:t,it~\··!:::J;~· 'Ji;f,ll-.. N/:;' 

'" ........ ,.,694 •. 
_______ -..;,""-,.-__ ":..:':..:._":..:':..:.:..:''''.''' ... " ....... c .. " ........... ~ ............ " ~ ......... ~ n:ol:J.,~::::;~>;·~ 

/; •••• ~ ..... ~""'.""'" .... ' ~. s .. ~ ... t ~ ..... ~ ~ i'";ll'i;.i;j£.~~!Jl '.lfju~:;':';:'tb ""'!~.!:i';:'~' 

<. ~J,~ 

., Manner of disposition, ,~'.~. ~'-:. 

Opinions and orclers •••••••••••• 
Per curiam ..................... ~ • 

733m 

25 

Boldface headinga indicafe the classifications usi.(i. by the NCSP. 

i, 

l, 
!. 

• ~" ... , .... '4O ............. Disposition .. of ~cases •• , .. , ~" •• ~ , 'r;~:"!t T 

~9~£·:;-~~-" 
Affirmed ......... '.-~.'!"l· .... : ... i:~~.:·r,; \~~Lft.Y\~ ~~"~~J' ·{j7.~qlj.!e:aL.n,.,"J.u:~~ 

••• ~,.Revet'sed .••••••••••••• , ••••• , •• "'~ ••• " ~~ .. 2 ..... ~.-~·r,'i· 
Reversed and r~anded ............ ,................ 3~J ":t,:'3:i ,,:,!:!J:tj.~~ 

.. " ..... Affirmed . in. part ,anqJ rev.erBed:;-t'Q.·~pa~t". !.!',';"l _,t~t·": '.~' 'L,;'_ ~'~ 
, "' ..... Reversed. and. di~missed ............... , ........... < 12 ..... ~ ", .. I !>.f';.'i" 
.. _. '"' • Remanded ............................................ ~ .17 fi1_!':"i! .. :d" 1!.:- j~,::;,:~! 

Modified and affirmed •••••••••••••••••• 19 :.;" "I"" 
Affirmed'·,and ikmanded J:,,~ .• ·':f,)!.;:·~t~ ·'~'f.f.j~-!i'c~.r:l~{T.h ]~.1 ls<,Ht ql',. 

" ...... Order. denying; petltioW·,.\:.jil~,'.:;"·'·,';;~":" '_,"! 'I,d ,.~:."1~,--.~:-, .1. '1:,':/' 
........ Other ............................. , •• "" .. 9 ...... ;I;:!1.:. ... ~': .. 
~ " " a. Dismissed~ ........................ "'J~. ~ 1 ~.~ ... ~;v;~~ 
••••• Transferred~~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ! ..... ~ .3 .... ~ , 

t!:' ~~. -_-~: "'io!l'}'~ .: r"l:' "'l':! 

. ....... ~ ... ~ ... ~ .......... ,,~ ..... , ......... ~ ..... . 
Blank space, • Not enough information ia known. The case category mayor may not be han<\led by the crurt • 
N/A:'. This case t7pe is handled by the court, but" the data are unavailable. " '" .. , ... " .. "' .. .. . . . . . . . .. .. ~ .. ~ , .... ~ ..... 
X • The data for thia case type' are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

• '. 't I,;:~ 

8CoUrt jurisdiction: '-',." 
"This court haa criminaL.jurisdiction only. ",', " ',_. 

illInfono8tion on disposition type or trial data: 
• The~~" w .. re also 25 c6ncurrences and 16 dissents, ~1tten. 

.. •• ~.~~ •• ~ ... " ••• ~ ••• ~, .. ~ ... ~.'"'~ ........ f. •• ~ •••••• , 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report (Nashville', Tenne,.aee). Stntistics are frau the annual reJ'RI[,.:c':,;, 
except that totals have heen eomputed wh.e~e. neceasary. "{':";':: 

'H~" ." .. ~,.~.~., •• ~~.,' *~., ... ~ 
: ~'~ . ;' 

~ -, 

}o.' 
., •• l.~ 

, ,1 

.' ..... " • (4 •• ~,f ..... 

,~ .' i 

"~ 
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'it' .·!i.t, ( 
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TEJillESSEE CDlCUlT QnJII.T .um CIWWIAL CJlIJU 
Caurt of geueral jarilldf.el:iOll . '; . 

31 circuits. sae';judges; 13 circuits. 26 j~{ 
January 1. 1978 to Dec..ber 31. 1978 ',:' fj 

Cirlld• 
Tori:: 

.) Damages/torts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
COIltract: 

Contracts/debts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Resl property rights: 

Real estate ma.tter ............ ct ................................... . 

D ...... tic relations: 
Marriage dissolution: 

Divorce ................................................. ~ •••• 
Petitions modifications •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Support!custody: " , 

Reciprocal support •••..•...••.•.•...•. ~ ..................... ';'". 
Adoption ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; ••••••• 
Other dODeStiC relatioos ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .............................................. n ••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
Guardisnship/cooservatorship/truBteeship: 

Trusts ..................................................... . 
OCher estate: 

Probate/conservatorship/guardianship ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• <0 ••••••• 

Mental health •••••••••••••••• , ' ••• ',; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Appeal of adainistrative agency case: 
Appeal frOOl administl:ative hearing •••••••••••• ; •••••••••••• 
Tax matter ~.'O""""."""""""""""""""""""""""""""".o""""""""""""" 
'Worlanen's canpensation ................... ';; .................................................. .. 

Total •••••••••••••••• ; •••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 
Appeal of trial court case:' 

Appeal ftOOl lower court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writ: 
Special remedy ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other c!vil: 
Contempt proceeding, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other non-domestic. relations ................................................................ .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Cr1a1nald : 
Felony: 

Beginning 
panding 

X 

lb 
\~/ 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

l{ 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

46,985fh 

"Acts against persons ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Acts against property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Total ••.•••••••••••••••••• _ •••••••••••.• D....................... X 
HiscJe.eanor: 

Acts against public •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ___ X_ 
I;" 

~, , 
Total criminal ...................................................................................... u ............ \~.::; X 

Traffic: 
DWI/DlII: 

DWl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Total traffic 

Grand total ............................ '* .................. ~ .............................................. "'." ••• 

Civil. dispositions 

Judgment after trial •••••••••••••••• 
Default judgmanj: •••••••••••••••••••• 
Settled ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

" Di~missed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Divorce decree ... "' ...... • ' •. " ....... "' ...... . 
Adoption decree ...... " ...... '" ............... . 
Termination in probate •••••••••••••• 
Ruling of petition •••••••••••••••••• 
Summal:Y judgment" •••••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer to~"another c.ourt ............... . 
Special remedy relief .............. . 
Cite for contempt ................ " .. "' ..... . 
Other .............................. . 

5,464 
)391 

6,669 
12,987 
13,758 

633 
76 

3,538 
212 

1,052 
121 
451 
748 

0' 

X' 

66,685fh 

Eud Piled .' Disposed 
pendina 

9,686 X i X L 

2,614 X X 

920 X X 

18,926 X X 
2,362 X X 

21,288 X X 

c3,687 X X 
618 l\; X 
386 X X 

25,979 X X 

7 X X 

76 X X 
83 X X 

301 X X 

54 X X .. 
16 X X 

2,800 X X 
2,870 X X 

5,347 \v-~\ X X 
8,217 'lC X 

315 X X 

590 X X 
673 X X 

1,263 ___ X x· 

49,378 " 46,600 49.7631 

" 3,8761 X X 
16,301 X X 
20,177 X X 

" 
7,9711 ___ X '·itx 

-'ii! 
J I" X" X 28,148 
'",' . 

3,359 X X 

3,359 X - X 

80,885 75,3611 72,209~ 

Criainal dispositions 

Convicted after trial ............... 2,093 
Acquitted •••••••• "' •••••••••••• ;.... 774 
Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 17 ,075 
Dismissed ........................... 2,558 
Nolle prosequi ....................... 2,502 
Remanded--general sessions •••••••••• 202 
Special remedy relief ••••••••••••••• 558 
Trans fer to anot,J\er coart ••• ,....... 81 

, Unappreh"nded defendant ,:............ 724 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 2,194 

~ \~ 

r:,~ ,\1 

o 
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Tennessee Circuit Court and Criminal Court (continued) 

Boldface headings indicate the c1assl;fications used by the NCSP. 
X • The data for this,. r.ase type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

cJudge information: 
The circuit judges also hear .chancery cases in the 11 counties with no Chancety Court. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
.Ii' civil, case is counted with the filing of a petition or canp1aint. 
The criminal case. unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A jury trial is counted "hen the jury is sworn. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year. 
Prior to 1978, no pending data were available for much of the case10ad. A new statewide data collection system now pralTides canp1ete 

pending data for all case categories. Most of the dlfference between figures reported in 1977 and 1978 is due to the improved data 
collection system. 

hPigure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was canputed frOOl filed, disposed, and end pending data. 

1Specia1 source or revision in thee data: , 
These d~ta were revised by the administrative offi<:,e of the court dur~ng data ve~ffication. 

Source,: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are fran the allllllal report 
except \lthat totals have been computed where necessary, and revisions were made by the administrative office of the court during 
data verification. 

" 
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Tl!llNl!SSBE LAlI AIiD EQUIlY OOuaT 
Court of general jurisdiction 

5 courts, 5 judges 
.January 1, 1978 to Dece.ber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Filed 

CiyUd : ,'J 

Tort: 
Damages/torts ................................ :~',:::r:;::_~~:! .. :~: .~~G:.~l~ ;~':\ .. ~~r= ... :"..; ::~ ;-.~.!,~,! '1";) :!~ ~:~,!:uj.·~!J26 :" 

C ... tract: 

~on~=~~e~h~;""""""""" •••••••••••••• :r-:;,::;''Ii; ,,'i 
Real estate matters ...................... /~':; ..................................................... .. 

D..atic rcillticma,: 
X.". " 

Harriqe dissolution: 

.,. )!~ 

Divorce ~' ,x l"li8'1" .... , 

s!~~;~iii~iii~';;i:·:~;·i::;~:~f·:;1·;;~~;~~J:~~:;~~:,;ri~~E?::::IiC~':~J::;::':':~::'~~!;i!, ,',;, :}~~n,' ".;" " . 
Reciprocal support , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~,' •••••• 5 X 339 

Disposed 

~, i • 

X 

'X . x: ',', , 
it . 
f Y 

X" ' 
X Adoptioo. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,.~,;~. ;:'.' ~·';.'J'-~x~'t .• L-;:'; t"::"~'i2r" I. •. -~~? "y·,- .,_+::~,.,' 

Other d-.tic relaticma •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••• ' .. ". ·'- .... 35· , E;::!: ................................................................................ \·l:~·~·.,·:; ·J..~· ... ·t·;·i ··~·_;a, -;:, ~,~:_'_~;L~i :1. _, . ;1,.t ,,- 1t.. 1:: ~.J~?,2.;" 
"''X 

:m~~i~~~~i1i7£~~~1i~~:/i·'1':f:~::':{';.~';~1~':~::) .,~·~T;.tc.:;~~: ~:-:~~ ,:.; ',,.. 
~=~QC:~::~:~:: :.:~:~:;~,:~:.::~.:~~~:;.;~~;.:. :.:.: ::~,~,~::;~~ -;~~,~;"~ .. :: :~::-::-~._=~~L.=-~~~,.:: .. ~:.z~:.~.~.~ .~l~.~~~.~~". 

lfental health ................................................. X 63 
Appeal: 

Appeal of IldainiBtrative agency caae: 
Workmen's cmpensation •••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••• 
Appeal from administrative hearil'lg •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

x 
X 
X 
X 

Tax matter ............................................... . 
Total ..................................................... . 

Appeal. of trial court case: 
Appeal from lower court;) ••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
X 
X 

Extraordinary writ: 
Special remedy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

Other eiYi1: 
Contempt •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• X 

X 
__ X 

Other non-domestic relations .............................. .. 
"Total ....................................................... . 

Total civil ................................. ' ••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 3,862fh 

Cirll dispositions 

Judgment after trial .. ~................ 282 
Default judgment. ...................... 70 
Settled ............................ ,... 272 
Dismissed ............................. 784 
D1,vorce decree j). ...................... 1,197 
Adoption decree ... ' ... ' ............. '.... 94 
Termination, of probate •••••••••••••••• 136 
Ruling on petition.. .................. 208 
Swmnary judgment ••• ".................. 9 
Transfer to snother court ••••••••••••• 210 
Special remedy relief ................. 29 
Cite for contempt ..................... 41 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '.... 95 

Boldface heading" indicate the clasaUicatiollS UE.ed by the NCSP. 

215 
3 

10 
228 

106 
334 

30 

82 
76 

~ 

3,868 

3,868 

X - The data for this case type are known to be induded in the total but were, not available by category. 

'aCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the fHing of a 'j>etition or complaint. 
A j'ury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 

,it 

"l{' 
, ,,' 

.,;-.. 
. 'X" ", 

{ 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

__ X 

3,427 

3,427 

-: '1 

i "".~-

:. .... , 

End 
pending, 

x 

';'.' 

: . ~ X 

X 
X" 

'X 
,x: 

X 

X 
X 

... X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
~ 
4,303 

I.i 4,303 

fBegiuning pending figure for the 1978 court year does nota equ£'1 the end pendi" figure for the 1977 court year: 
'Prior to 1978, no pending dat.a were available for much of the caseload. A nel', statewide"Jlata collection system now provides complete 

pending data for all case categories. Host of the difference between"the figures reported in 1977 and 1978 is due to the improved 
data collection system.. .0" .:-r-\:r . <) 

"Figure was computed: 
Beginning pending figure was canputed fran filed, disposed, .and e&t pending data. 

'-\S' 
Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme 

except that totals have been 

. , Q 
Court of Tennessee" 1978 Annual Report '(lIashville, Tennessee,)' 
canputecl where neces~ary. 

(,I 

Statistics are from the annual report 

o 

.;.t.:.) 
"¢o 

(( 
I 

1.1 

~) Tl!llNl!SSBE alA!iCBU OOllRT 
.(·THU;).Cciriri:;.W:geii'erif~tCidi~fibn 

'21i i:bl.iil:b.,.: cJivlill&ba~' 27e'~liancellors 
c,~,~ .. J"anlia'ry ~l '1'978't;;'bl;c .... ber'3i~',·i978'" ,,>, 
,1'i~!! lj. ... :.: 'lY;r:£Z;"'?o~1~ .1 ~i ~t\'t!1 fl.J ·i-:Lt.,:;t':'z!t. 

Tort: 
Damages/torts ..................... " ......................... . 

C ... tract: 
X 445 ,', :T.tC!.~:;~~:~:~~~:2~;:.~~:~~~.'i· 

.: Contracts/debts •••••••••••••••••••••• !' .. '.;J.'~ •••••••••••••••••• 
~W property rights: ,::.' 

, ..... ~ ~ : ~ :: ~ !4~~: ~: .: ~ :: ::::: ~ ~I~'~.t, : .. ~~ ~ . ;;'G' ~,._~~~;,:~;1;7 X X 
fl ,~ 

.','Real estate matters ••••••••• " ••••••••• !;,,~: •. , •••••••••••••••••• 
Da.estlc relations: 

• ~,r ~... . or",. ,·X f "Y'>-yj.r ~~~,.~ ~ •. ~,~.>,.:~ .. !,:;r~ X 
•• tC~ ...... " •• 4> ~·;,'fll~ .. :-: .. - _..-

x 1;746 .. 

/": .~rriage c1iBBolut~oD: ! ~_' 
l_~:: Divorce ••••••• ' ........................ ' ............ ., ••••••••••• X 

X 
X 

> .t.,.d"P' "15~556F- d~ •• ·· .. " :.'.:~l~::si::X,-.:c ~~.,::-~!;::<:;(t:, ~:-ij~'..x 
···, .. • .. · .. '" .. 1'689" ,.,,"," ... , .... ·X"·"· . "';"X !',,: Petitions modifications ............. ;,:.\ .'":, ........ ,, ....... .. 

"'Tota1 ........... ";-;.: ......... " ••••••• : ..................... . 
_.·Support/custody: ~I <j '< \. ' 

17;245 X ;,?,Ii 
~~" ...... ~~~ •• ''',. ..... $,.~~,.c~~· 

....-., ... -Reciprocal. -support,--••.•••.•.•• '.-." •• -•.••• 'l'.;' .-." •• ' .... "' •• ' •• ·it .. ,," ........ .- •• ' 

Adoption .................................................... . 
i"Other dcaestic. relations ••••••••••••• ~ ~:... •.•••••••••••••••••• 't' ~~ 
Total ............................................... ~),', •.• ?, •• "',~ •• ,"' ••• h" 

X 
X 

.,X 
.x, 

106 
1,365 
'. '198' 

18,914 
Bstate: 

Probate/vills/intestate: c· ~,';:';:,,;, '." ; .. ~~!_~.,!.'::i ~. 
Probate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '~ ................ .. 

Guardi8nahip/conservatorship/truGteesbip: ", ,-" ••• 
Trusts ••••••••• .; ••••••••••••••••••••••••• '~,'~! .. : •• .r~ •• ·.·1 •• ~.'.~.;" ~, 

~~~:i ~;j,·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::f:~~:::::,::::::::::.::::~:.:,., . 
Appeal: f, 

Appeal of adainistrative agency case: 
.. Wor.~~n ~B, C;:~'pe!l~~.~1::5?~ • ~ .•. ~ .•.• ~ ~."- ••• ,.~ ••.• '! •••. " •.• ~!, ••• ! •. !..V ... U.,'A ,_ .. 

Appeal froon administrative heart-ng ........................ . 
Tax matted;--••••••••••••••• ~ .......... " ....................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• '; ................................ . 
Appeal of trial court case: ". ,.;. , 

Appeal from lover court ...................... I ............... . 
Total ••• '." ••••••••••••••••••••• " .............................. . 

Bxtraordinary writ: 
Special .remedy ............................................... . 

Other eiYi1: 
Contempt ..................................................... . 
Other~:.no~~domestiC:r relations ;.,:'.;.:':' .... 1.:;'~ •• ' ••••.• '"' •.• ~ ... m' ....... ~ .• ,-:...:,.:' 

Total: •••••• " •••• , •••• : •••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••• 

X 1,295 . ... 
X" .. '" ,'" .... <1 52 

1,347 
575 

• '<OX 
X, 

.... x 
X 
X 
i 

X 
X ..... ~ .;, ~ ' .. 

~, 

X 

. ..... 
.2,340, . 

135 
·.;tbi:" ·U.' 

rj :.!J;i6!6~~,·~~,'~~:.~'q 
37 

.."."",~,7}};,.,. ('; 
71)8 

300 
' .. "1;467 ;"'.' 
,'" 1~767";'" 

··,.'r 

X 
X 

"X" 
X 

X 

x 
X 
X 

"X·· -." 
X 

'i·;;~;·r 
, , .~.; ~ J .-:. 

" .~ 

l( 

X 
',-,;"X' 

~ 

., J 

" ~;: I. 

X 

',;~~" 
X 

X 

x 
X 
X 

X 
""il" > 

X 

"CC "~'2i;8i6'" 

Grand total 26,324fh 

Civil dispositious 

Judgment after tria~ ••••• f ................ . 

Default judgment ......................... . 
Settled ................................. .. 
Dismitised ••••••••••• f' ..................... . 
Divorce decree ••••••• " •••••••• II ............. . 
Adoption decree ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Termination of. probate ••••••••• ~~ •••••••••• 
Ruling on petition ...................... .. 
Summary judgiaent ••••••• 'I" ••••••••••••••••• 
Transfer to' another court ................ ~. 
Special remedy relief .................... . 
Cite for contempt ••••••• : ••••••••••• \' ••• f" •• 
Other .................................. f •••• 

32,663 

3,297 
711 

2,791 
7,255 

10,782 
1,247 
1,150 
1,707 

109 
91 

194 
452 

1,385 

;l ~/ 
Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. ... " 
X - The data for this case ,type are 'k?own to be included in the total but were not av8!lab1e' by category. 

CJud8e information: 

31,171 27,816 

Circuit judges hear chancery cases in the SpeCial 11th and 17th Chancery Divisions. Chancery cases in Dyer snd Gibson Counties are heard 
by the judge of the Law and Equity Court since there is no Chancery Court in either of these two counties. 

dCase definition .or unit of count: . . 
A civil" case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. " 

fBeginningpending figure for the 1978 court year does not equsl the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
Prior 'to 1978, no pending data were available for much of the caseload. A new, state!iide data collection system now provides cauplete 

pending data for all case categories. 'Host of the difference between figures reported in 1977 and 1978 is due to the :Improved data 
collection sys tem. 

hFigure was canputed: 
Begi~ning pendJng figure was computed from filed, diaposed, lind end pending data • 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee', i978 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are fran the annual report 
excep,l' that totals have been canputed wherenecessllry. 
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rRIiIIBSSD GEIIIlRAL SK!lSIOIIS lDUII'fl 
Court « lialted jurisdiction' 

92 counties;~' 77 full-t:me and ~ 38 part-t:lJoe judges 
.JaDUaI:y I, 1978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

Child: 
D.-.tic relatiOll8: 

Harria&e dissolution: 
Divorce ••.. • i~. IO ............................................ . 

Petit10ns modifications •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Support/custody: 
Reciprocal support; ......................................... . 

Other d.-.tic relatiOll8 •••••••••••••••••••••••• ;:~7Y ....... . 
Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' ••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N;A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ",".. N/A 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NI A 

Civil dispositions! 

Dismissal 
Divorce decree •.•..•.•....•••..•.• 
Ruling on petition •••••••• ~ ••••••• 
Transferred ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cite for contempt ••••• ; ••••••••••• 
Otil!'r ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings indicate the classifi"ations used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This esse type is handled by the 1!ourt, but data a~e unavailable. " 

Filed 

2,6931 
99i 

2,7~21 

01 
461 

2,8381 

2,8381 

2,8381 

388 
l,908 

l68 
12 
29 
19 

X - The da'ta for this esse type are inc'lude,j' in the tlltsl but wer" not available by category. 

dease definition or unit of count: 
A civil esse is counted with the filing of a petition or canplaint., 

iData are Dot ,complete: 
Data were reported for only 14 out of a possible 92 COUlets. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1978 Annual Report (Nashville, Tennessee>. .. 
except that totals have been ,computed whe.re necessary. 

t 

II 

Disposed End 

~ 

)( N/A 
X N/A 
X N/A 

X N/A 
X N/A 

2,524i N/A 

2,5241 N/A 

2,5241 N/A 

Ir' Statistics are fran the annual rep Ir: 
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TanSSD PROBATE OlUIIT 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

7 courts: 2 judges, 1 county judge, and 5 genersl sessiOllB 
.Jall!"'ry I, 1978 ta Deceo.ber 31, 1978 

judges serve 

There were 'no data available for cases handled in the Probate Court for 1978. 

TENNIlSSEE mUN'IY mUIIT 
Court of liaited jurisdiction 

95 counties: 81 judges, and 20 county chaimen serve 
.ranuary 1, 1978 to Dec_her' 31~, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the County Court for 1978. 

TEllllBSSEE .JUVENILE mUllT 
Court of liai,ted jurisdiction 

14 cour'ta: 1.5 juvenile judges, 23 general[,sesdon judg~a, 1 lsw and equity judge, 2 county judges, and 8 counlY ezecul:ives serve 
.January,·.!, 1978 to Deceaber 31" 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Juvenile Court for 1978. 

TEllllBSSD .JUSTICE OF THE PEACE mUIIT 
Court of limited"jurisdiction 

2 courts, 2 justices of the peace 
.Ja~ry 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

There were ~~ data available for cases liandled by the Justice of the Peace Court in 1978. 

TEllllBSSEE KDBICIPAL mUIIT 
Court of lillited jurisdiction 
~ 300 cou~tB, 192 judges Ci 

.Jauuary I, 1978 to Dece.ber 31, 1978 

There were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1978 • 
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PROBATE COURT (7) 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Probate matters: 

TEXAS COURT SYSTEM, 1978, 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF CRIMINAL 
APPEALS 

.:~ 

9 judges 
Jurisdiction: Final appellate jurisdiction in 

civil and juvenile cases. - Final appellate jurisuiction in 
criminal cases . 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
(14) 
51 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil appeals. 

f} 

Civil Cri';inal 

DISTRICT COURT (299) 
299 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $500, divorce, title 

to land, conte'sted elections, probate. 
- Felonies. 
- Juveni,le. 
Appeals de novo in probate. 

Jury trials. 

~ 
Probate 

C~··I Ii" 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
COUNTY COURT (254) 
254 judges." 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $200, and under 

$1,000. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction of mis

demeanors with fine greater than 
$200 or jail sentence except w,here 
there is Criminal District Court. 

Appeal~ de novo. 

Six-man jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT* 
(~1/000) 

,~~1,000 judges 
, Jurisdiction: 

- Exclusive jurisdiction,over municipal 
ordinance vfblations. Misdemeanors 
with fine .less than $200. 

Jury trials. 

0 

CRIMINAL DISTRICT 
COURT (10) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Felonies. 

COUNTYCOUIU AT LAW 
(94) 

,. 94 i~dges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000. Varied 

limited jurisdiction over civil. 
- Varied limited jurisdiction over 

criminal. 
Appeals de novo. 

Six-man jury triil •. 

.& 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE ., 
COURT* (931) " 
9,3ljudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $500 
- Criminal cases with fine .less 

than $200. Preliminary 
hearings. 

, Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of a'ppeal. 

'Some Municipal ana Justice or'thePeace Courts may appeal to the District Cpurt. 
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Courts' 
of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 
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TEXAS SUPREIIB COURT" 
Court of last resort 

9 justices 
Janusry I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Cases: 

Beginning 
pending 

Appeals: 
Cirtl ........................................................ : X 

Total appeals ............. :.. • • ... • • ..... ...... .... .. .... • .... .. --X 

Other cs,ses: ,', 
O~1gi~~, proceedings: 

Original ,jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus •••••••••••••• , .. ~ .............................. ,'! ....... .. 
Mandamus;( ..................................................................... .. 
Prohibition ............................................ .. 
Injunction, • "oo ....... oo .... oo .............. ;0 ............................ (, 

Total ............................ , ....................... .. 
Requests to appeal: 

Motions for leave to file petitions for writ of: 
Mandamus (civil) .......................... ' ............. .. 
,Mandamus (c!,iminal) ..................................... . 

;~~%I~l:~i~;a~ .:::::::::: :~:::: :::: ::: ::::::::::::::::: ::::: 
Total •••••••••. j ••.••••• " ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 

Applics,tions for writs of error .......................... .. 
Total ................... ~ •••••• D ........................... . 

Total other c:ase~ .................................................... ', 

,:'To~t.#l cases •• ~ ..... ~ ................................................................ .. 

Other proceedings: " 
Rehearing requestsj .......................................... .. 
Other matters :" 

Kiscel1aneou£, motions ........................................................ , ..... .. 

Total other proce~dings ..................... ' .................. .. 

X 
o 
o 
o 
X 

2 
43 
o 
o 

45 
171 
216 

--X 

258 

37 

37 

Filed 

23 (68)e 
, 23 (68)e 

4 
4 (19)e 

123 
34 

174 
3 

174 
869 

, ).,043 __ _ 
1,047 (19)e 

1,070 (87)e 

353 

~ 

436 

Disposed 

104 
104 

2 
14 
o 
4 

20 

.105 15)e 
73 o)e 

7 5)8 
3 o)e 

189 ( 20)e 
802 ( 97)e 
991 (117)e 

1,011 (117)e 

1,115 (117)e 

83 

449 

Manner of dispositiolL Disposition of cases 

WrItten opinion ......... 97'" 
Per curiam .............. 40 

~tatus of pending cases (12/31/70) 

Set for submission ................ , ........ .. 
Und~r submission •• ,.; .......................... .. 

9 
23 

Boldfs,ce headings indicate the classifiCations used by the NCSP. 

Civil 
appeals 

Affirmed Court of Civil Appeals ........................ 18' 
Affirmed judgment of trial court ....................... 4 
Reversed judgment of trial court ........ '.......... ...... 0 
Reversed Court of Civil Appeals, affirmed trial. court •• 33 
'Reversed anl reinanded' to trial court ••••••••••••••••••• 19 
Reversed .and remanded to 'court of Civil Appeals •••••.••• 12 
Reversed and rendered .......... oo .. ~r ....... ~ .. .. .. .. • . .. • .. .. .. .. . .. • .. .. .. .. 9 
Dismissed as moot ............ '; ...................... '" 5 
Wr,1ts _Brante'd ............ I~ ......... "J • ............ ~ ............... . 

Rebtor dischllrged (withdrawn by petitioner) ••••••••••• 

X • The' chta for this case type are known to be included in the total but "",re. not available by category. 
-,7 - NQ.t :f!Fplicable~ 

SCourt jurisdiction: 
The Supreme Court is the court. of last resort for civ1.l cases only. 

eCases not included in the, total to avoi\f double counting: 

403 

End 
pending 

X 
--X 

"X 
o 
o 
o 
X 

5 
4 
2 
o 

11 
141 
152 

--X 

184 

24 

24 

Original 
jurisdiction 

o 
16 

2 

'Motions for leave to file petitions for "Tits of' mandamus, habeas corpus. or prohibicion. and applications for writs, of error when grsnted 
are not counted,s,s disposed cases until the associated Original jurisdiction cases or appeals are disposed. S;1milarly, a filing is not 
counted for th<\ resulting original jurisd!ctiOll case or lIppeal. These granted petitions and applications are the numbers appearing in 
parentheses. ,~ 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 
Rehearing J:eq'ueats include motionv for rehearing of causes. motions for rehearing of applications f~r writs of error. and motions ''for 

." rehearing of motions for leave to filepeUtion. " 
kAildit10nsl iltformation: . 

Of ,the 366 motions for rehearing disp~'sed, 10 were granted. 
mtitforms,tion on d~sposition type .or .trial data: c ,< 

The CQuJ:t also filed 20 dissp.ntipg opinions and 7 concurring opinions. 
';" 0, 

Source: Texaa Judicisl Council, '50th Annual Report: 1978 (Austin, Texas: May •.. 1979). Statis.tics are fran the annual report except that totals 
have been canputed wh\!re ·necessary. 
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TEXAS mUltT Ol'canruw.. APPEALSa 
Court of last resort 

9 judgea 
January I, 1978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Cri.dnal: 
Criminal 
Reinstated criminal •••• , ................................. .. 
Applications .[or writ of habeas corpus, etc., granted •••••• 

Total appeals ................................................ . 
cf 

Other cases: 
Requests to appea1: 

Habeas corpus and mandamus ...................................... .. 
Total other cases .................................................... . 

"~I 

x 
X 
X 

1,904 

Total cases ............ .......................................... l,939f 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ............................................. __ 0_ 

Total other proceedings ..... ; .. '., ......... ~ .. " ........... ;'.:. .. • 0 

Manner of disposition 

Other Other 
Appea1s ~ .proceedin~ Total 

Signed opinion ........... . 
Per curiam .... ~ ............... . 
With written order •••••••• 

5l6m 
2,208 

8 X 
"30 

X 

Status of pending ';ppesla (12/31/78) 

Under submission on rehearing •.....•..•. ' 
Under original submission ••••• c •••••• '" • 

Unsubmit ted cases, •••• ,. •••••••••••••••••• 
Pending on motion for rehearing ••••••••• 
Appeal to U.S. Supreme Court .......... .. 

21 
409 

1,903 
13 

6 

516 
2,238 

68 

Boldface headings indicate the classif·ications used by the NCSP. 

Fileel Dis.posed 

3,005 
133 

3,138 (l17)e 

X 
X 
X 

2,652 

1,734 

., 1,734 
1,425 (l17)e 
1,425 (l1Ue 

4,872 (l17)e 4,077 (117)e 

374 374 

374 374 

Disposition of cases 

~ 
Affimed .............................. , .. 1,958 
Refomed and affimed ..................... 60 
Dismissed ............................ ,';... 188 
Reversed and remanded .................. .- ....... ~. 122 
Rever~'r'd ..................................... 9 
Remanded to trial court for hearing on 

'Punisiunent ....................... . ~' ........ . 
Abated ................................... . 

., Rev~,rscdr<.and dismissed .............. ~ •..••• 
Reversed and bail granted ................. . 
Granted with opinion ; ••••.••.••. " •••••••. 
Granted in part, denied in part •••••••••• 
Granted with order ..................... .. 
Denied ............ ~). ~ ... .., ................. , ........ .. 
No action ...... a ................................ .. 

Hearing ordered .................................. . 

6 
123 

4.3 
o 

74 
3 

48 

Blank space a liot enough information is known. The case category may 
X a The data for this case type are known to be included in the total 
- = Not applicable. 

or may not be handled by the court. 
but were not available by ca tegory. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
" The Court of Criminal Appeals is the court of last resorc for l!rbdna.l, r,ae"s only. It 'has no original jurisdiction. 
eCasesnot included in the tota1 to avoid double counting: , 

f) 

End 
pendin.s. 

X 
X 
X 

2,507 

2,734 

__0, 

o 

Requests 
tQ appeal 

30 

99 
o 

18 
1,312 

55, 
o 28 

Applications for writ of habeas corpus, etc •• when granted, are not counted as di~PQsed until 1:/le associated habeas corpUG al'peal is 
diSposed; a new filing is not counted for the reGulting appea1. The applications .. granted are the figures appearing in parentheses. 

NinetY-nine_of these granted applications were disposed of with ;rritten opinion. . 
fBeginn1.ug pen'"'ing figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the .end pendinr; figure for the 1977 court year: 

Figures-qfre 85 given in the annual report. _" 
hl'1gure was computed:' " 

End pending figure was computed frqm filing, disposition, and beginning pending data. 
under consideration at year end. 0 

o 
'l,'here were 91 of ,the '227 Ilabeas corpus petitio"!! 

mInfo=ation on disposition type or torial data: ., 
The court also filed 90 dissenting opinions, 26 concurring opinions, and 18 opinionS dissentiDg in part, concurring in part. 

Source: Texas Judiciai Council, 50th Annual Report 1978 (Austin; Texas: Hay, 1979). St"t1st~cs are from the annual report except that .cotals 
have been computed where necessary. 

o 
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c, TEXAS mU.il.7S OF CIVIL APl'EAJ.Sa 

IDtenoediate appellate court 
14 divisiODS, 51c justices 

January I, 1978 to Dece.ber 31, 1978 

405 

Beginning Filed Disposed End 
________________________________ ~ __________ ~ ________________ ~p~e~n~d~iEnig_________________________________________________________ pending 

Ca.ses: 
Appeals: 

C$_vil ...................... •• .. • ............ •••••••• .. •• .. ••• 
Total appeals .......... , ...................................... . 

Other case.s: 
Original proceedings ........................................ . 
I!.equests to appeal ............ • ... • .... • .. ••• .... • ......... .. 

Total other cases ............... ~ ... It ...... r. ........................ . 

Total ca.ses ............... , ......... , .................... o. .............. . 

~J 

Manner of dispo.ition 

Written opinion ••••••••• 1,729'" 
Per curiam .............. 103 

,'. 
Time interlT.!!.J!'verage, months) 

'oj 

Filing to disposition .•••••••••••• 6 

Age of pending ·ca.ses 

Under 6 months .................. 1,009 
6+ to 12 months .................. 283 
Over 12 months .................. 13 

1,080 
1;080 

Affimed 

2,172 
2,172 

2,fn 

(.1 

Dis(ositionUof ap~."j.alS 
~) 

l,948k 
1,948.>< 

1,94Sk 

....... ' .................................. . 
Reversed and rendered ...................................... . 
Affirmed in part, reversed and rendered .tn part ., 
Reversed and remanded .................................. .. 
Affirmed in part, reversed and remanded in part •• 
Modified and affirmed or modified • , .•••••••••••••• 
Partially affimed .............................. . 
Dismissed with opinion .......................... . 
Dismissed without opinion ....................... . 
Otherwise disposed. with opInion ••• , •••••••••••••• 
Oth~.rwise disposed without opinion ••••••••••••••• 

I 

Civil 
--s56 

H9 
22 

343 
34 
53 
o 

117 
190 
162 

61 

1,304 
1,304 

.,1,304 

0~' --------------~~--------------~--------------------
Boldfa:;)e, headings indicate the class!fications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space a Not enough information is known. The case mayor may not be handled by the c"urt. 

aCourt jurisdiction: _ 
The Courts of Civil Appeals have civil jux:.isdiction only. 

cJudge information: and Fourteenth Courts in Houston., and the Fifth Court (;\,n ,Dallas waS increased 
On December I, 1978 the number .0£ justices sitting on the First J 

from three to six, for a total of nine new judges. 
kAdditional infomation: . 

During 1978, 39 cases ,!~re . granted a rehearing after disposition. 
added to the number tiled to avoid double ;:ounting of cases. 

These cases ~~e subtracted .fran the total number disposed and were not 
,--;' 

mlnfomation "on disposition type or tr~,a1 data: 
The,l,729 majority opinions included 1,533 in cases 

appeals, and 35 other opinion~,' In addition, the 

on the merits, 55 refusing rehearing, 38 granti:>g rehearing, 68 dismissing 
court filed 19 concurring, and 45 di~s"nting opinions. 

Source: Texas Judi'ciial Council, 50th Annual Report 1978 (AUstin, Texas: 
have b,~en computed whez;e neces~I~'rY" 

May, 1979). Statist;ics are from the annual report except that totals 
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TEXAS DISTRICT CXlUR'r AND clwmw. DISTRICT CXlUUi 
, Court of generiil. jurisdiction 
299 courts, 299 judges; 10 courts, 10 judges 

January I, 1978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

Civild : 
TorI:: \j 

Auto tort: 
p'ersonal injury .. a(., ................................................................................ .. 

iJcaeatic relations: 
'Harriage dissolution: 

Divorce .......................... ~-;. ........................................................ i';" .... t. ........ .. 

Annulment ......................................................... . 
'Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other d.-stic relations: 
Nonadversaryj •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••• :; •••••••••••••••• 

Total ................................................................. ~ ...................... ;; .................... . 
o' Appea1: 

Appeal of ad:inistrative agency case~ 
Workmen:ts cOIl1pensation ............................ ~ .• """""""""""""""" .' ... .. 
Tax •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writ: 

Habeas corpus ." ........................................................................................... .. 
Other civil •••••••••••••••••• ',,. ••••••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ..................................................... 
Crininald : 

Felony: 
'Cdminal categories ••••••••••••••• ; •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Misdemeanor ................... ' ••••••••••••••••••••• " • , •••••••• , •• 
Postconviction re.edy: 

Pos tconv1ct10n habeas corpus ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criJrlnal: 

Contempt, extradition .' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' ••• 
'Bond forfeitures ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;'. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ......................................... "' ........ . 
Juvenile: 

CriJrlnal-t:ype offense: 
Delil)quency ••••••••••••••••• ; ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 

Status offense: ". 
Child in need of supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••• 

Total juvenile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total .................... ~ .............. ~ ................................... . 

Beginrdng 
pendingi 

29,813£1 

81 388fi 
'953fi 

82,341i 

12,018fi 
94,359fi 

8,997fi 
58 790fi 
67: 78)fi 

l,Onfi 
121,275fi 

314,326fi 

53, 165fi 
6,012£1 

492fi 

, 608fi 
8,157fi 
S,765fi 

68,434£1 

x 

x 
X 

5,244fi 

16,5801 

129,292i 
1,5941 

130,886i 

20,716i <-

151,602i 

8,502i 
19,6651 
28,167i 

5,3541 
94,424i 

296,127i 

71,421i 

7,4781 

l,652i 

9761 
4,696i 

~i 

86,223i 

8,9231 

1,3621 
~i 

'12,329i 

394,6791 

'. f· ~ r 
i 

Disposed 

127,319i 
l,668i 

128,987i 

19,729i 
148,7161 

7,4151 

l8,173i 
25,5881 

5,440i 
80,391i 

275,417i 

76,587i 
.. 6,L08i 

1,5321 

907i 
3,826i 
~i 

88,,960i 

X 

X 
___ X 

12,952i 

377,329i 

End 
pendin~; 

31,llli 

83,3611 
879 i 

84,240i 

13,005i 
97,245:1: 

10,084i 
60,282i 

'70,366i 

l,006i 
135,308i 

335,036i 

47,999i 
7,382i 

612i 

677i 
9,0271 
~i 

65,697'1 

X 

X 
X 

1!,621i 

Trialdi Civil dispOsitionsl 

o 

~ i 
\ 

Civil: 
Auto tort •••••••••••••••• 
D"""stic relations: 

Harriage dissolution ••• 
Other •••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal: 

Agency ••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil •••••••• ~ .••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criainal: 

Felony ..... , •••••••••••••• 
H1.sde.ea.nor .......... 'j .•••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••• 

Directed 
Jury Non-j"ry ~ Total 

732 

113 
26 

139 

518 
1,445 
2,834 

2,906 
15 

2,921 
265 

6,020 

1,303 

96,169 
15,364 

111,533 

2,679 
"20 409 
135:924 

1,139 
2 

1,141 
6,931 

143,996 

16 . 

207 
43 

250 

13 
251 
530 

58 
1 

59 
73 

662 

i 
I 

2,051 

96,489 
15,433 

111,922 

3,210 
22,105 

" 139,288 

4,103 
18 

4,121 
7,269 

150,678 

Auto 

E2!E. 

Default judgment ••••••. 439 
Agreed judgment ••••••• ·4 ,~57 
Canl'lete summary 

judgment •••••••••••• 77 
Dismissed for want of" 

prosecution ••••••••• 2,378 
DiRmissed by pla1ntiff 4,467 

"Removed to federal 
court .................. . 

Transferred--plea/ 
privilege ••••••••••• 

Other •••••••• ! •••••••• 

22 

203 
1,088 

D ..... Uc relatiilaa Appei1 
Harriqe -

di.8olutioo .. ~ ~ 

23,931 
7,783 

63 4,826 
896 4,874 

19 132 

1,306 
1,101 

3 

4,249 
7,377 

7 

OthDr 

£!.vi--! !2!!!. 
9,952 14,380 
9,733 ,,20,060 

1,610 1,838 

15,517 
15,905 

230 

47,381 
36,633 

270 8 

171 
607 

174 
734 

92' 1,521 
819 4,718 

2,161 
7,966 

. ~ . 
.I' , 

,) 

/ I 
(/ 
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'rexas District Court and Criminal District Court (continued) 

Criainal disposition.i 

Jury trial: 
Convlction •••••••••••••• 

. Acquittal ••••••••••••••• 
Directed verdictm: 

Acquittal •• , ••••••••••••• 
Non-jury trial: 

Conviction ................... .. 
Acquittal ••••••••••••••• 

GuU ty plea ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissal, insufficient 

evidence •••••••••••••••• 
Othei" dismissals •••••••••• 
TraIlsf,u on change of 

venue .............................. .. 
Transfer to County Court 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSE." 

Felony Kisde.eanor 

2,376 
530 

58 

762 
377 

43,862 

5,732 
22,351 

292 
355 

8 
7 

1 

1 
1 

2,693 ,) 
1,290 

1,182 

18 
907 

Total 

2,384 
537 

59 

763 
378 

46,555 

6,914 
23,533 

310 
1,262 

X - The data·' for this .case type are known tn be included in the total but were not available by category. 
- - Not applicable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civU case is counted with the filing of a petition or canplaint. 
The criminal case unit of count 1s the number of defendants on the information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. ~ 

A non-jury trial 1s counted at the point when an c;pening statement or the ir.troduction Of any evidence occurs. Guilty pleas in criminal 
cases after the start of a non-jury trial are not counted as trials .. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equ",l the end pending figu.re for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

iData are not complete: " 
The data were compiled from 2,988 out of a possible 3,048 monthly county reports from the court. No reports were received fran Culberson, 

Freestone, Kendall, Robertson, or Upton during the 1978 court year. 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Filings include new cases filed and ather cases reaching docket. 
Dcaestic relations "nonadversary" category includes adoptions. change of name, occupatitlllal drivers 1 licenses, dependent and neglected 

children decisions, and removal of disability of minority. 
mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Directed. verdict cases are counted as jury trials" on the tables in Part I of this report. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 50th Annual Report 1978 (Austin, Texas: May, 1979). Statistics are fran the annual report except that totals 
have been computed where necessary .. 
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TeAS CXlIIIITY CXlUIlT Ar LAW, CXlIiSrIl'UrI~1iAL CXlIIIITY CXlORT, AIiD PROBArE CXlOR i 
Court of 11aited jurisdiction T 

94 courts, 94 judges; 254 courts, 254 judges" 7 courts, 7 jud 
·January 1, 1978 to Dec_ber 31: 1978 ges 

Law: 
Other c1vilj 

Tort: .................... '" .•••.••••.••.•••.•....•••• ,. 

Auto tor": '} 
Auto damage Cmtract: .............................................................................................. .. 

Suit on debt """ .............. , ••••••••• 
Real property rights:' ...................... . 

Condemnation •••••••••••••••••• 
Estate: .............................. . 

Probate/vills/loteatate: 
Probate .. ,,' ..................................................... 

Total ciVil ......................................... ~ ........................................................... .. 

Criainald : 
H1sd.,.."."or: 

Worthless checks 
MJrijuana .............. :::::::::::::::::::::: ............................................ .. 
Other criminal ...................... . 

A!;;tj.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::: ::: ::: 
Tota! criminal .................................................. 

Traffic: 
DWI/DOI: 

Driving While intoxicated .................................... 
Total traffic 

,-, 
................................................... 

Juvenile: 
CrilainaJ. -type offense: 

Delinquency .................... . 
Status offense: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Child in need of supervision .................. ~ ............................................ .. 
Total juvenile .............................. ~ ................................................................. .. 

Beginning 
endin 

56,955fi 

14,612fi 

39,349fi 

l,720i 

~ 

112,636fi 

62,684fi 
13., 715fi 

109,580fi 
185,979fi j 

---..ill. 
185,979fi 

49,295fi 

49,295£1 

x 
___ x 

l,308fi 

Filed 

., 47,2l2i 

9,429i 

29,242i 

"370i 

57,574i 

143,8~7i 

30,987i 
24,542i 
83"436i 

138': 965i 
65,762i 

204,727i 

976i 

~i 

l,211i 

Disposed 

49,396i 

8,63Si 

23,385i 

441i 

30,056i 
25,929 i 

151,857i 
207,842i j 

---..ill. 
207,842i 

" 90,791 

90,791 

x 
,, ___ X 

990i 

End 
end in 

15,402i 

45,206i 

l,649i 

63,669gi 
12,333gi 

106,862gi 
l82,864gi 

---..ill. 
182,8641" 

x 
_, __ X 

Grand total ...................................................... 
l,529 i 

-:::~:----------___ ~lli_ 
349,218fi 437,861i I 

~di 

Civil: ~ , Non-jurz ~ 
Law .................... .. 
Tort:: 671 2,478 

Auto tort ............. .. 
COIltract .'~."""""" •. """ 'lo .. 10 .... .. 

Real propert)·"""'~ht,v •••••• 
Total ..................... . 

Crillinal .................. . 
Traffic: 
, Dlii/DOI .................. . 

Grand total ................. .. 

149 
79 

9 
908 

1,122 

930 
2,960 

Criainal dispositionsi 
!..) 

Jury trial: 

444 
1,111 

10 
4,043 
2,132 

412 
6,587 

Conviction .................. , .... . 
Acquittal ....................... .. 

Non-jury tri .. ~: 

3,149 

593 
1,190 

19 
4,951 
3,254 

1,342 
9,547 

648 
474 

381,484i 34&,021gi 

Civil dispo$itionsi 

Default or agreed judgments ••• 
DiSmissed .............. ;; ... .. 
Other ........................ . 

~ 
23,882 
20,921 

1,444 

Auto 
tort 
3,420 
4,345 

281 

Contract 
12,662 
8,915 

618 

Traffic dispo~i 

Jury trial: 
ConViction ................ : ...... (. 

Real 
property I' 
dghts' ')otal 

296 <0,260 
84 _ 44,265 
42, 2,385 

Conviction ...................... .. 
Acquittal ........................ . 

N 
Acquittal ................... " .... .. 

,1,066 on-jury trial: 

506 
424" 

" 

~leas of 8,ullty/nolo contendere ••••• 
iSmisned ' .......................... . 

1,066 Conviction ....................... .. 
79,505 Acquittal ..... , .................. .. 
99,428 Pleas of guilty/nolo contendere ..... . 

226 
186 

71,792' 
15,867 
1,790 

Ii 
Other ............................. .. 025,655 UoihSmissed ........................... . 

--_____ - _____________________ ~ _____ ....:: ___ ~:t:er ............................ , .. . 

\ 
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Texas Countz Court at Law, Constitutional Coontz Court, and Probate Court (continued) 
/../,"I 

Boldfac,/headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A ./'rhis case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by catellory. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information or complaint. 
A trial is counted' if tried to verdict or decision. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 
The number of cases pending is adj'!sted by computer to reflect transfers and other year-end input. 

gChnnge in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Crillinal appeals pending and disposed figures are reported in the misd..-anor categories. Cr:lJrlnal app"als filed are reported separately • 

As a result, neither misd..-anor or criminal appeals figures balance. 
iData are not complete: 

In the calendar year 1978, clerks in 244 counties reported data for all 12 months, 3 others reported fewer than 12 months' c.ctivities, and 7 
submitted no reports at all. On a statewide basis 2,943 monthly county reports were received out of a possible 3,048 for the 12-month period. 

No data were received from Fayette, Foard, Jasper, Lamar, Palo Pinto, Roberts, and Upton Counties. No criminal data were reported by. Culberson 
County. " 

Total civil and grand total disposition and pending figures do not include estate cases. Filings are for all categories. 
jExplanation of data included in the ':category: .. " 

"Other civil" include~ all of Harris County (Houston) activity which was not reported in the four detailed civil categories. 
!I1sdeaeanor totals include appeal dispositions and pending cases. Appeal filings are separated fran the misdemeanor cases. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 50th Annual Report 1978 (Austin, Texas: May 1979). Statistics are froo the annual report except that totals have 
been compu ted where necessary" 

TEXAS ",,~!:IPAL CXlORTi 
Court of lill.ited jurisdiction 

l,OOOb courts, 1,000 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Cdm1nald : 
lUsde.eanor: 

Beginning 
pending 

Non-traffic ................................................ ! . _ N/A 

N/A Total criminal k 

Traffic: 
Parking •...••••...••.••.•.••. Q •••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

~ Other traffic, violation .. ., ................................... . 

Total traffic ................... : .............................. ;' N/A 

Grand total 

Trialdi 

~ 
Criminal (aisd..-eanor) •• , 893 
Traffic· (other traffic 

violation) ............. 1,759 
Total ..................... 2,652 

Non-jury Total 
62,847 63,740 

325,457 
388,304 

327,216 
390,956 

N/A 

Cda1nal dispositionsi 

Jury trial: 
Conviction 5,27 
Acquittal .......... 366 

!lon-jury trial: 
Conviction ......... 54,448 
Acquittal.......... 8,399 

Dismissed ............ 45,412 
Bond forfeitures 70,794 
Payments of fine ..... 163,321 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A 0 This case type is handled by the court, but ,the" data are unavailable. 

bparticular court or reporting system information: 

Filed 

435,088i 

435,088i 

2,626,420i 
2,336,556i 

4,962,976i 

5,396,064i 

~Iorlthly reports were ·requested from the 214 cities with a 1970 popUlation of over 5,000. 
dCase definition 01; unit of. count: • ' 

The criminal cas'l unit of count is the num,ber of defe'lilants ~n the cOmplaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

Disposed 

343,267i 

343,167i 

l,506,187i 
2,110,503i 

3,616,590i 

3,959,857i 

Traffic dispositionsim 

Jury trial: 
Conviction . f, ... I; ... ...... .. 

Acquittal .... ., .... .. 
Non-jury trial: 

Conviction .......... . 
Acquittal .......... .. 

Dillmissed ...... ;' ...... . 
Bond f orfei tures 
Payments of fine ••••••• 

1,158 
601 

271,230 
54,227 

323,670 
182,290 

1,477,327 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

ipata are not complete; \' '.' 
Data· reported here represent 2,322 ~Iunicipal Court monthly report's out of a possibl .. 2,568. Data ineludes only courts in cities .. with a 1970 

populat~,on of 5,000 or greater. Data for the entire year were submitted by courts in 186 cities, incomplete data were submitted by courts 
in 14 Cities, and the remaining 14 cities submitted no data for the 1978 court year, a reporting raCe of 1)0 percent. 

kAdditiol1Bl information:' 
There were 3,922 felony complaints accepted ,and 14 e>tamining trials conducted. 

mlnformation on disposition type or trial data:' " 
Trial atu:! disposition ,data for traffic cases includ,e only other traffic violation cases. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 50th Annual Report 1978 (Austin, Texas: lfay, 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except "t~t totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

{~j 
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Cbil.d : 
I.orir: 

TEXAS JUSTICE OF THE 1'I!ACE COURTi 
Court of llnted jurisdiction 

931 courts, 931 judges 
January 1, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

C1vil suits •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total civil 

Crinnal.d : 
HisdeJOeaDor: 

Non-traffic 

Total criminal 

Traffi<:: 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Filed 

198,317i 

198,3171 

364,149i 

364,1491 

Disp'O"~'<i 

144,7631 

144,763i 

270,1461 

270,146i 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••• 00 ............................... .. N/A l,175,613i 

Grand total 

Trialdi 

Civil (law) ............. . 
~ 

458 
588 

2,921 
3,967 

Crlainal. (lIisd ..... snor) ••• 
Traffic ................ .. 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Crinnal dispositionsi 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ................. .. 
Acquittal .................. .. 

Non-jury trial,: 
Conviction .................. . 
Acquittal ................... . 

Dismissed' ..................... . 
Bond forfeitures ........ ' ..... .. 
Payments of fille .............. . 

Non-jury 
52,635 
44,650 

152,990 
250,275 

308 
280 

40,818 
3,832 

67,071 
5,107 

152,730 

Total 
53,093 
45,238 

155,911 
254,242 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 

N/A - This case type 1s hendled by the court, hut the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition. 

\~ 

The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the complaint. 
A trial is counted if tried to verdict or decision. 

1,738,0791 l,474,408i 

Civil dispositions1 

1.aV 
Set~lement •••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ............. .. 

~I 46,268 
45,402 

Traffic dispositions i 

Jury trial: 
Conviction ................ . 
Acquittal ................ .. 

Non-jury trial: 
Conviction ................ . 
Acquittal •••••••••••••••••• 

Dismissed .................... . 
Bond forfeitures ............ . 
P"yments of fine ........... .. 

2,197 
724 

146,354 
6,636 

58,217 
14,626 

830,745 

iData are not complete: 
Data reported here represent 8,655 Justice of the Peace Court monthly "eports rut of a possible 11,172, a. ,reporting rate of 77 percent. iI,. 

Sour.ce~ Texas Judicial Council, 50th Annual Report 1978 '(Austin, Texas: May, 1979). Statistics are from cthe annual report except that tot':~k! 
have been computed where necessa'ry. 

" 
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UTAH COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

i'. SUPREME COURT 

Those appeals 
allowed by the 
Supr~me Court 

JUVENILE COURT (5) 
Sjudges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Jurisdiction over adult misdemeanors 

committed against children. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over delin
quency, dependency, neglect for 
juveniles under age 18, juveniletra(fic. 

1\ 

CITY COURT (17) 
25 judges 
J urisdictiom 

5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Reviews final judgments of District 

and Juvenile Courts. Equity cases on 
questions of both law and fact. Law 
ca.ses on questions of law only. 

- D,rect review of some state 
administrative rulings . 

. ' - General review of lower .court cases 
appealled to District Court On 
constitutional issues only. 

- All appealled civil actions over $100. 

-
DISTRICT COURT (7) 
24 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Original civil. Civil adions. 
- Original criminal. Felonies 

misdemeanors. ,. 
Appeals are h'1~rd de novo. 
Jury trials. ' 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURT (210) 

- Civil actio~s under $2,500. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over citv 
. ordinance violations. Misdemeanors 

"'"lS.1 judges 
J urisdictiom 
- <;:ivil actions under $750. No real 

property or tax cases. telony preliminiaries. ' 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

- Small claims up to $400. 
- Class Band C misdemeanors and 
inf~actions.Wnes less than $300 and 
senlences less than'6 months). 

- Traffic cases. u 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

" 
Courts of 

limited 
jurisdiction 
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Cases: 
Appeals: 

g!:i~'::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::i:::::::::::: : 
Post canvict:ion reaedy: 

Post conviction ........................................................................ . ' ........... .. 
Appeals of administrative agency cases: 

Administrative agencies .................................. .. 
Juvenile: ':) 

Juvenile courts ...................................................................................... .. 
Interlocutory appeals 

Total appeals 
........................................ ................................................. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Original writs ....... " ................................ .. 

Disciplinary aatter: 
Attorney discipline or application to bar •••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Reques ts to appeal ..... , .................................... . 

Total, other ~ases ............................................. 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1'. 

Othel: proceedings: 
Other matters: 

Law and motions ......................... ", ................... . 
Total other proceedings ......................................... 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
NlA 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion .................... . 
Dismissal .................. . 

399 
236 

'I 

Filed 

356 
131 

23 

51 

8 

16 

11 
27 

625 

'328 

Boldface headings indicate the cLgssifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space ~ Not enough information is known. The esse cate 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data ar!O~~a:Il~~l may not be handled by the court. 

X = TN he data for this ,case type are known to be included in the total but e~ere not available by 
- = ot applicable. category. 

Disposed 

x 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

--X 

X 

X 
X 

--X 

635 

328 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the clerk of the court' during data ver.tf1cation. 
t.otals l-.ave been computed where necessary. Statistics are {rom the unpublished data 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

!f1A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

~xcei\~hat 
==~----------------------------____________________ ~~)~i __ _ 

jl 

[) 

I 
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UUIl DISTRIct 1XI000T 
Court of general jurisdiction 

7 districts. 24 judges 
July 1. 1971 to June 30. 1978 

Child: 
Tort: 

Pers enal injury •••••••••.....•••.••••• rl ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Keal property rights; 
Eminent domain ............................................ .. 

D.-at1c relatiOll8: 
Harriage dissolution: 

Divorce ••••••••.•.••••.•.•.•....•.••....•..••.••...•....•. 
Estate: 

Probate/villa/intestate: 
Pl:obate ................................................. .. 

Hent:a1 health ................................................ . 
Appeal. ....................................................... . 
Extraordinary writ: 

Writsj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil: 

COIIIpi;'intsj ................................................ . 

Total civil 

Cr:lJlinal d: 
yel.cay/aisd ........ or: 

Criminal categories ....................................... .. 
Appeal ....................................................... . 

Total cdminal 

Grand total- .................................. i ................ .. 

Tr1ald 

Beginning 
pendinll 

X 

X 

X 

2,844 
X 
X 

X 

X 

22,212 

x 
X 

23,473 

Jury Non-jury ~ Civil disposition~ 

Civil ............• 275 
Cria1ncl (pel.atly/ 
aisd..-anor) ..... 367 

Total .............. 642 

2.206 

199 
2,405 

2.481 

566 
3,047 

Clerk judg;oent ., ...... 
Summary judgment •••••• 
Defaults ............. . 
Dismissed ............. . 

Boldface headings indicate the classificatioDs used by the NCSP. 

854 
764 

9,887 
6,609=, 

Filed 

872 

141 

10,371 

3,426 
870 
217 

652 

11,993 

28,542 

2,812 

~ 

3,444 

31,986 

Disposed 

X 

X 

X 

2,774 
834 

67 

X 

X 

24,270 

2,691 
~ 

3,305 

27,575 

Cri!rlnal dispositions 

Pleas of guilty ......... ' ......... .. 
Dismissed .••..••••••.•••.•••••••••• 

It • The data for this case type are known to 00 included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A "civil cas" is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informat:f,ons, indictments., or com'~laints. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. ,', 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pending figure for, the 1978 court yeal: does not equal the endpenjing figure for the 1977 court year: 
Figures are as given in the annual report. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between filings and dispositions: 
Figures are as given in the annual ~eport. 

jExplnnation of data included, in the categ~r.y: 
Complaints (other ciT.ll) include filings not set forth in other categories, e.g., Uni,form Enforcement of Support Act. 
Writs confain such matters as writs of review, prohibition, coram nobis, and habeas corpus. 
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End 
pending 

X 

J( 

X 

3,496 
X 
X 

X 

___ X 

26,299g 

X 
___ X 

l,425g 

27,724g 

Felony/ 
msd""""nor 

1,604 
521 

Source: Utah Judicial Council, Annual Report, Utah Courts .~uly I, 1977-June 3D, 1978 (Salt Lake City, Utah: 1978). Statistics are from the 
'annual report except that totals have "been computed where necessary. 
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um CITY ClllJll.Ib 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

17 courts, 25 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

Civil.d : 
Sm.all claiIIls 
Other chU: 

Complaints 
New trials 

''rotal ...................................................... .. 

Total cidl ........................................... < ... ;.< .'. 

Criainald : 
Hisdemeanor: 

Statej ................................... '., ................. . 
Ordinance violation: 

City ..................................................... . 
Preliminary bearing: 

Felony preliminary •••••••••••••• _, ......................... . 
Other criJrlnal: 

New trials .' ................................................ . 

Total criminal ........... _.~ ................................. .. 

Trafficd : 
Parking ...................................................... . 
Other traffici:violationl 

Moving .... ~ ........... , .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-moving ................................................... . 

Total ............ ',' .1,i ...................................... ,I ••• 

Total traffic .............................................. ~ .. . 

Grand total .......... , .......................................... . 

Civil ........ 46 
Crildnal ',... 220 
Traff,',;" ...... 239 

Total.'........ 505 

Non-jury 

2,521 
3,601 
6,719 

12,841 

LBr.<in:inal dispositions 

Guilty pleas ................ . 
Bail forfe.Lture ............. . 
Dismissed ................... .. 
Bound over ................... . 

Total 

2,567 
3,821 
6,958 

13,346 

9,141 
2,937 
5,444 
2,329 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by th~ NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/Ii. 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N(,A 

N/A = This case type;!is hand'led by the COIICt., but the data are un'!yailable. 

,) 

Filed Dbposed 

9,758 X 

21,064 X 
246 X 

21,310 ___ X 

31,068 26,063 

9,168 X 

20,078 X 

(j) X 

69 ___ X 

29,315 23,672 

323,049 X 

126,891 X 
38,636 X 

165,527 X 

488,576 382,643 

548,959 432,37,,8 

Civil dispositions 

Dismissed .................. . 6,666 
11,670 

761 
4,399 

'Defaults .................. .. 
Summary judgments ••••••••••• 
Clerk judgment •••••••••••••• 

Traffic dispositions 

Guilty pleas : ............... 46,984 
Bail forfeiture ............. 319,862 
Dismissed ........... ,;....... 8,039 

X = The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available ,by category. 

ff '.' bparticular court or reporting system information: 
The City Court was repealed effective July I, 1978 and raplaced "by the Circuit Court. 

dCase definition or unit of cqunt: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or cooplaint. 
The criminal case unit of c;.ount is the number of informatj.ons, indictments~ 01." c~pla1nts. 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Ii 
I 

1\ 1 I, 
V ;1 v--

The traffic. cas" unit of count is the number of citations issued, regardless of the number of violstions contained in each citation. 
A jury trial is counted whe" the jury is sworn. " 
A non-jury trial is counted at the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

iDeta are not complete: 
The gx.;and total cases disposl"d figure only includes traffic cases. 

jE'!pbnation of data included, in the cat,egory: 
Data were not available for civil and cr1a1.nal dispositions. 

S~at,e case filings include felony preliainary bearings and state misdemeanors. 
i\ 

Source: Utah Judicial Council, .\llnual Re»ort, Utah Courts July 1, i977-June 30, 1978 (Salt Lake City, Utah: 1978). Statistics are frem the 
annual report except that: totals have been cemputed where necessary, and additions were made

c 
by the office of the state court 

administrator during ver~ficntion. 

:1 
, \ 
I' 

r-,t ' I .' 
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IJTAIl .JUVIDIILII:' Cllmrr 
Court of liIlited jurisdiction 

5 districta, 8 jndges 
January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

CriJainal.d: 
Hisdeaeanor: 

Adult referrals ........................................... .. 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic--juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic ..................................... " ............ . 

Juvenil,,: 
Criminal-type offense: 

·,triminal ••......•.•••••..•..••••.•.••••..••.•.••••••.•.•.... 
Status offense ............................. ' ................... " 
Non-offense: 

Dependency. neglect, abuse .•............. ~ .•.........•.•.••• 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

-EL/':.. 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

,:<Total juvenile........... ....... ....... ....... ............. .... N/A 
~j 

Grand total ............. co....................................... N/A 

I 
Boldface hendings indicate the classifics tions used by the NeSl'. 
N/A = This case type is handled by the court, but the data ar .. unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit ot count: 

287 

287 

14,494 

14,494 

L5,252 
6,382 

1,733 

23,367 

38,148 

The criminal case unit of count is the number 
jExplanation of data included in the category: 

of informations, indictments, or. complaints. 

Filed figures are the number of referrals. 
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Disposed End 
pending 

~, N/A 

N/A N/A 

~ ~ 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

~ N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of Juvenile Court, Juvenile Court for the State of Utah, Annual Report, 1978 (Salt Lake City, Ut3h). Statistics 
are from the annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

(\ 
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UUIl JUSTICE IXltmTi 
Court~ of liaited jurisdiction 

210 courts; "'181 justices /Jf the peace 
JuIy'l, 1977 to June 3D, 1976 

Ci.vil.d : 
S....:u claiJas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ', ••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil. ••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,0; ........ . \' 

Hisde.ea.nor ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prel.:iai.nary bearing •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• " ••••• 

Total criminal ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ',' 

Trafficd : 
DIII/DUl ••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ParJd.ng ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffi.c violation: 

License violations ••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Speeding ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 
Other Moving •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other Non-moving ......................................... . 

Total ..................................................... . 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

Total traffic.................................................. N/A 

Grand total .................................................... . N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type is handlec1 by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the nUlIlber of complaints filed. 

Filed 

3,306i 
~i 

3,620i 

17,9801 
~1 

18.268i 

3,0051 
1O,6~7i 

l2,782i 
83,919i 
19,696i 
30,661i 

l47,058i 

160,760i 

182,648i 

The traffic case unit of count is the number of violations contained within each citation. 
inata are not complete: 

Monthly statistical repol'ts were submitted by 161 of the 181 justices of che peace. 

\J 

Source: Utah Judicial Council, Annual Report, Utah Courts July 1977-June 1978 (Salt, Lake City, Utah:" 1978). 
report except that total~ have been CODlputed where necessary. 

Disposed End 
'Jpending 

N/A N/A 
N/A NJA 

N/A 
" 

N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

0 

N/A II/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A " 
N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

Statistics are fran the annual 

r,t .. n 

-1 

\ 
\ 

:) 

VERMONT COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

PROBATE COURT (19) 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction over 

writs of error. 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
8judges 
Jurisdiction: 
~ Civil actions over $200, title to 

real estate, domestic relatior,s. 
- Original criminal (mostlpf<ilony). 

qltry t,rials. ./"' 

DISTRiCT COURT* (15) 
11 judges 

" 

~ 

- Exclusive probate, guardianship, and 
adoption jurisdiction. 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions under $5,000 (except 

title to real estate). 

t IndiCates route of appeal, 

- Criminal cases with penalty less tha.n 
life imprisonment. 

- Exclusive juvenile juri~diction. 

Jury trials. 

] Court 
"of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdicHon 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

"The Dislr.ict Courtwa~ created a,s a court of limited jurisdiction but since its creation has steadily increased .its scope to 
inclmie almost all criminal, business except for homicides and casiis where the sentence may be Ilfe imprisonment. 

G 
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VEBHOHT SUl'KJ!IIIS OOllU 
Cwrt of )ast resort 

5 justices 
July 1. 1977 to June 30. 1978 

Ca~es: 
Appea1a: 

Cirll.: 
Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• 
Small claims •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
URESA ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 
Probate ..•.•.••••.•..•.• " •..•.•••••••••••••••••••••.•....• 

T,otal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••• 
Cr:bd.Dal.: 

Criminal· ......................................... c •••••.•••• 

Traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bail •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
POItcODylction remedy: 

Postconviction .............................................. . 
Habeas corpus ............................................. . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ., •••••••••••••••• " 
JUftllile •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals •••••••••••••••••••••• "~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
OrigiDal. proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas c.orpus ........... w ........... • K •••.• '" ............... . 
Extraordinary relief •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other .................................................. . 

Total ................................................... . 
Disciplinary _tter ...................................... . 

Total ..................................................... . 
Requests to appeal. ......................................... . 

Total other cases ........................................... . 

Total cases •••••• , .•••••.•...•.••.••..••.•••••••••••.•...••• ~ ..• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Hotiona requesting reargument ............................... . 

Total oth"r proceedings ........................................ .. 

Manner of disposition 

t>riginal. 
~ proeeedinp., Total 

Written opinion .......... . 
·.Per curiam .••.•.•••..••••• 
By "ourt order .......... .. 
Stipulation by parties 

101m 

. 31 
92 

122 

1 
1 

10, 
o 

Age of pending cas es 

102 
32 

102 
122 

Beginning '.' 
Jlendingb 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

28f 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
2 

--2 

289 

Original. proceediDgl! 

Under 6 months .................... 151 
6+ to 12 months ................... 69 
12+ to 18 months ............... .... 38 
18+ to 24 months .................. 17 
24+ to 30 months .................. U 
30+ to 36 months .r;".............. 4 
O,!,er 36 months ... ,. ........ '," ..... L 

;.1 

.0 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 

r/' 

Filed Disposed End 
pending 

271 
o 
o 
o 

271 

260 
1 
1 (0 

263 

x 
X 
X 
X 
X 

57 
5 
3 

65 

70 
,,2 
1 

73 

"X 
X 
X 
X 

5 
2 
7 
5 

2 
3 
5 
5 

X 
X 
X 
X 

348 346 -mS n 

2 
7 
1 

10 
1 

11 

2 
8 
1 

11 
1 

12 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
1 

--rr -U --1 

359 358 292g 

~ 

19 

~ 

20 

Disposition 'of app;;"ls 

Written aod per curiam opinions: 
Affirmed ................................. 52 
Affirmed with instructions ••••••••••••••• 1 
Affirm,ed with modifications .............. 0 
Reversed .••.••••••••••• " .............. '"..... 7 
Affirned in part, reversed in part ••••••• 5 
Dismissed ... , ..... '........ .. .... ...... ... 4 
Reve.rsed and remanded '" ••..• '"... . ••. •••.••. 43 
Reversed aod remanded wi th ins tructions.. 0 
Dismissed aod cause remanded ••••••••••••• 1 
Remanded with instructionY ............... 0 
Affirme<l and remanded .............. ~. • ... 0 
Vacate<!., and judgment made by court ••••••• 0 
Cer,tified questions ·answered. ............. 3 
.¥acated a~ remanded •. I ••••••••• ~ •••• ,. '".. 7 
Judgment vacated ......................... 4 
Judgment vacated and cause dismissed ••••• 2 
Remanded ..... ;........................... 2 
Reversed and "vacated • '" ........ ~ ••• '"........ 1 

1 

1 

Bo1.dfacp, headings indicate the classifi,eations used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for"<this case, ty~" ar~ knOWn to be included in the total bufl were not av~i~able by category. 

gChange in Pending does not equsl the difference between filings and disp'asitiOns: 
Figures are as g1 v~n 1'!l the annual report. 

mInformation on trial or type of" disposition data: 
There w .. re also 4 dissenting and 1 concurring in part, dissenti~. in part opinions written. 

"I 

o 

Source: Office of the Court Adm1.nistrator, judicial·Stlitistics for Year Ending June 30. 1978 (Mon~pelier, Vermo:lt). Sources of case data 
are available. Statistics are from the annual report except t~t· totals have been cotlputed"where necessary. .-

o 
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VERNOHT SUPERIOR OOUR'tb 
Court of general jurisdiction 

14 counties, 8 judges 
July 1. 1977 to June 30. 1978 

419 

Beginnin~ Filed Disposed End 
~~~ __________________________________________________________ JP~e~n~d~i~nRg~ __ ~ __________________________ ~~~::=-____________ ~p~e~ 
Child: 

Lav: 
Civil 

D.-stic relations: 
Other da.estic relations: 

Matrl,monialj ............................................. . 
Appeal: 

Miscellaneousj •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writ: 

Habeao corpus •.••.•.........•••••.•.••.....••....••••.....•. 

Total ciyil ................................................... . 

Crildnald : 
Felony ........................................................ . 
Kisdeaeanor •..•... " •••.•..••......•..•.••.•.....•.....•.••..•. 
Appeal. ....................................................... . 
P08tc.ao.victioo. re.edy ••.••.•.....• ~ •.••.....••..•.••.•.•.•..•. 

Total criminal ..................................................... . 

Grand total •.•••.•.•.•..•.•.••••..••.•..•.••...•..•.........•..• 

4,285f 

2,433£ 

402f 

__ 5 

7,125f 

25 
1 

(j) 
__ 7 

33 

3,335 

3,194 

332 

6,892 

33 
4 

(j) 

~ 

82 

6,974 

3,413 

2t9~'3 

366 

31 

6,733 

76 

6,809 

2,704 

368 

5 

7,284 

20 
, 3 
(j) 

~ 

39 

7,323 

Civil dispositions 
DcaestieD 

!:!!!. relations Appealj ~ 
Criainal dispositionsm 

Plea •••••••.• <............ 7 
'Cirll-: De'fault judgment 447 

243 
22 

1,954 
184 

1 

3 
45 

450 
288 

22 
2,559 

195 
1 

2,253 
240 

Dismissed ............... 14 
Lav ............. .. 
Appeal!j .......... . 

n 
11 
84 

489 
121 
610 

562 
132 
694 

Consent judgment Nolle prosse ............ 0 

Total .............. .. 
Summary judgment 
Dismissed bef ere trial •• 
Dismissed after trial ••• 

Change of venue ......... 6 
430 175 

11 
Extradition ............. 3 

Criainal.- (felonyl 
aisdeaeanor) •••••• 

Grand total •••••••••• 
9 

93 
1 

611 
10 

704 
Transferred- ..•.••.•••••• 
Granted ................. . 
Discontinued and othl!r •• 

2,253 
240 

Age 'of pend.ing cas~ 

D~.elJt1c iii 
"Lav relaUoD8 Appea].j Fel""" Hisdl!llellnor 

"Under 3 months ' ........................... Ii (Ii) (n) (n) 4 ~ ---3-'--
3+ to 6 months .......................... 11 (n) (n) (n), 9 0 Ii 
6+ to 12 months .......................... ~ (n) Cn), " (n) 1 0 I: 
U, nder 12 months .................... "., .. ":)' 2,212 ~,066 212 5 0 I' 
12t to 24 months .................... " .. \.' l,4!;3 ' 558 il7 1 0/1 

24+ to 36 months .................. "I'" ~1'llj" 4::6 79 33 0 Or! 
Over 36 months ....................... 1... . . 11.6 1 ~ 0 Ol! 

__ .,--__ -' _____________ ---'- \I i' i:-! __ ,----'-;--_______ ~ __ ____!Ii 
~\l:!, n. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the 1iCSli if 
- • N,ot applicable. ," '\ i ,:, I: 

dCase definition or unit flf coUftt: 1\ 1'1 

A civil case is, counted with the filing of a petition or col~pl.tjint. \ 
The criminal case unit of c,ount is the number of il).formatioils ',lr indictIDents.' 

: A jury tdal i. counted if the jury hailds down a verdict. " II ' 
, A non-jury trial is COUll ted 1£ tried to decision. il :,' '\ 

fBeginningpending figure for the 1978 court year does not equ~: ~'kh end peroding lligure for th:. 1977 .i:ourl: year: 
The difference represents adjustm~.nts msde during till! year t.o icounts fre .. Benilington aod G'rand Isle Ceuntieo. 

jExplanation of data. inc~uded in tho category: r 'I' i ' 
Matrimo,,'ial cases indlude divorce, annulment, and support/cuail'OIIY. caseD. ' 
Miscellsne"us cases include both civil and criainal "ppeals al ~'ell as some h.~eas corpus,jlnd p"";tco,victicD r....t,. cases. 

kAdditi~nal information: ,. ";i:/ 
Crilili ... l casos pending under three months includes one miBdelb~anlJr 'i:ase. 

.,,'"Categories for disposition type or trial data: I: I :: I' : 
Civil trials include data only for law and appeal eliseR. IJ \' I~ I 

Crildnal. disposition and trial ~ata are only given for fcl.OIIi' : a~ lI/1ed .... l1nor (\I\~es, and :Clo not :'include an;r appeal .lata. 
nTime interval or ege of pending data: 'III .' , .. ,I 

The data for civil, matrimonial, and miscellaneouo c,llseo undldj 3 mOllth., 3+ tQ-~"1"onths, 1111d 6+ 110 1,2 montb. iii age .ire include~ 
lis ted as 'under 12 months. I, I ~.-/ 'I 1\ 

in the total 

,j l! " I, 
Sout",c: Office of the Court Administrator, Judicial Sl:atis~ics' .:for YII·at Ending Junie 30, 1978 (Iiontpel,ier, VC11!moot). Stntistica ace fratl the 

annual report ex~ept thst totals ,hav .. been caitputed Whiilr' e ne/F'i:ary , ,! ,'"" I 
-_ .... __________ .;.'A ___ ~" ,I.: ,,.;,_,I! ..... _ ...... " , ..... __ '1 II 'J 

-'iflir-' '~J--I·~ jli--'--\i~'--' 
':1 1/ 11\ c" 

! ' 
.',i,", III/ ii i' li!I' 

~ !, 

II 

'J 

I 
I 
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VEBIIOHT DISTRICT alUllTb 
Court of lialted jur~sdiction 

15 d.rcuits, 11 judges 
July I, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

Beginnin~ 
pending 

CivUd : 
Law: 

Civil •••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • Saall ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
D .... t:1c relat:1ona: 

Support/custody: 
Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act .••••••••••••• 

!!ental. bea;U:h: 
Mentally ill commitments •••••••••••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••• 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CrlmDald : 
Pelony •••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
IU.sd ......... or ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ............................................................................................. .. 

Traffic: 

Total traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.JuvenU.e: 

TOtal juvenile •••••••••••••••• "" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••• ',' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Triald 

2,781 
2,012 

1,767 

71 

6,631 

1 030f 

3:154f 

4,184f 

2,750 

198 

13,763f 

Jury Non-jury ~ 
CivU·: 

Law ................ 16 229 245 
Saall claias ....... 0 392 392 

Total ............... 16 621 637 
Criainal ............. 137 75 212 
Traffic ............... 9 360 369 

Grand total ........... 162 1,056 1,218 

Age of pending cases 

Under 3 montha 
3+ to 6 montha 
Under 6 montha 
6+ to 12 months •••••• 
Under 12 months •••••• 
12+ to 24 montha ••••• 
24+ to 36 montha ••••• 
Over 36 montha ••••••• 

Civil (law) 
(n) 
(Ill) 
(n) 
(n) 

1,442 
511 

91 
46 

Pelony 
475 
126 
601 

74 
675 

27 
4 
4 

IU.sde.eanor 
1,169 

270 
1,439 

162 
1,601 

57 
4 
3 

1I01dface headings indicate the ·classifications used by the NCSP. 

desse definition or unit of count: 

Traffic 
(n) 

(n) 
1,796' 

154 
1,950 

11 
8 
8 

Filed 

3,225 
6,252 

708 

10,613 

2,654 
16,533 

19,186 

71,121 
() 

1,097 

102,017 

Disposed 

3,916 
6,416 

2,308 

448 

13,088 

2,760 
17,197 

19,957 

---" 
71,894 

1,054 

105,993 

Civil dispositions 
Law: 

Voluntary dismissal •••••••••••• 
Default judgment ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed by judge ••••••••••••• 
Transferred •••••••••••••••••••• 

Saa11 claias: 
Settled/discontinued/ 

dismissed/summary judgment 

Criainal dispositions 

Jury trial: 
Guilty plea •••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury trial: 
Guilty plea •••••••••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea. before trial ••••• , ••• 
Dismissed by court ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed by attorney 

for the state ................................... .. 
Transferred to Juvenile Court •••• 
Change of venue ........ ~ ........................ .. 

Traffic dispositions 

Plea"' .............................. .. 
Nolle prosequi ••• , ••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Referred to Department of Mator 
Vehicles (noncompliance) •••••••• 

A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations, indictments, or complaints. 
A jury trial is counted if tried to ",rdict for civil and traffic cases; if drawing of jury begins for. criainal cases. 
A non-jury trial is counte!! if tried to decision for civil and traffic cases; if trial begins for criainal cases. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year;: 
These diff"rences reflect adjustments "",de to pending figures for the Orleans and Windsor" Circuits. 

:"'Categories for disposition type"r trial data: \9 
Civil trials include ooly date for law and saall claiaa cases. 

nTime intervals or age of pending data: ' 
CivU age of pending cases under 3,.months, 3+ to 6 months, under 6 months, and 6+ to 12 months are liste~ as under 12 montha. 
Traffie age of pending csses under 3 montha and 3+ to 6 nonths are l1s~ed as under 6 ,months. 

End 
pending 

2,090 
1,848 

167 

--2!:, 

4,156 

923 
2,490 

3,413 " 

1,977 

241 

9,787 

1,696 
1,600 

364 
11 

6,024,., 

24 

1 
14,249 

678 

(1,554 
238 

1 

59,887 
1,249 

759. 

9,630 

I! 
')1 
I 

Source: Office of tlle Court Administrator, Judicial Statistics' for Y~~r Ending' June 30p' 1978 (Montpelier, VermOtlt). Statistics are from the 
annual report except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

Q 

1 

~ 
I 

:.\ l 
: it 
~ A'/-
~//l 

VERIIOHT ROBATE alUllTb 
Court of lilllf.ted jurisdiction 

19 circuits 
July 1, 1977 to June 3D, 1978 

Civild : 
Doaestic relations: 

Adoptions .................................................... . 
Other dlaestic relations: I' 

Pre-marriage matters ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ...................................... ;' ................. . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Decedent es ta tea •• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Testamentary trusts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ..................... " ................................ . 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianship .............................................. . 
Other estate: \, 

Gifts to minors ..................... c ..................... . 
Cemetaries •••••••••••••••••••••• ':' ••••• ,' •••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ........................................................ . 

Mental health: 
Alcohol and drug commitments ............................... .. 

Other civil: 
Change of name ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vital records •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ........................................................ ~ 

Total civil 

Grand total ........................... ~:-......................... . 

Beginnin~ 
pending 

114 

o 
114 

4,311 i 

1,977 
6,288 

3,49~i 

o 
o 
o 

9,786 

11 
119 

~ 

10,031i 

lO,031 i 

Number of contested hearings held 

Daaestic relations: 
Adoption .......................... 29 

E,atatc: 
Decedent estates and 

tea tamentary tru,s ts •••••••••••••• 75 
Guardianships .. ,; .................. 35 

Mental health ....................... 1 
Total .............. ' ................... lliO 

Boldface headings" indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is cou.nted with the filing of a petition or c~plaint. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

531 

676 
1,207 

2,010 
95 

2,105 

1,023 

2 
1 
3 

3,131 

2 

145 
377 
522 

4,862 

4,862 

Disposed 

II 
518' 

676 
1,194 

l,632i 
95 

1,727 

689 

o 
1 
1 

2,417 

2 

146 
387 

~ 

4,146 

4,146i 

421 

End 
p~nding 

127 

0 
127 

4,689i 
1,977 
6,666 

3,832i 

2 
0 
2 

10,500 

10 
109 

~ 

lO,747i 

10,747i 

Cases filed pr,~,~r to Janusry 1; 1970 ,which were disposed during the year were added into the filings as reopened cases. There were 173 cases 
reopened durl1ng the court year for this reason. 'C 

iDa ta are not comple te: 
Figures for pending cases do not include hearings, held for cases commenced prior to January 1, 1.970. 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator, Judicial Statistics for Year Ending June 30, 1978 (Montpelier, Vermont). 
year ending r:~port except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

5 tatis tics are fr an the 
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t Indicates route of appeal. 

Ii 

I II 
I, • I' '. 

VIRG~!NIA~!OURT SYSTEM, .1978 

il II 
Ii ,il ' ' I, ,I 
'i 

[ SUP~EME COURT 
;I justices, 
.1uris&ttion: 
- Final appellate jurisdiction. 
,- Judidal, censure, retirement, and 

remllval. " 
---1~ 

'I , , 

~:.::.: 

" 
CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
107 judges 
jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $1,000. Cases in 

Which the state is a party (in the 
City of Richmond). , 

- Criminal cases for which persons ,can 
be sentenced to the state penitentiary. 

Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

~ 

" 

DISTRICT COURT (32) 
155.4 full-time equivalent judges 
J urisdictiun: 
- Civil actions under $5,000. 
- Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

traffic, felony preliminaries. 

, No jury trials. 

l 
~, 

Court 
oElast 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

1.':) 

13 

\::. 

o 

VIllGDIIA SIIPJIJ!IIE IXIUlI.T 
Court of last resort 

7 justices 
January 9, 1978 to January 5, 1979 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Petitions to appeal granted: 
Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cr:bunal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ." ••••• .-
Pootcoovicticn re.edy: 

Habeas corpus ...................... ~i ...................... , ••••••• 
Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Original jurisdiction: 
Habeas corpus ............................................ . 
Mandamus .................................................. . 
Prohibi tion •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ReqUests to appeal: 

Petitions to appeal: 
Withdrawn •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civi.t ........ " .......................................... . 
Criainal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction re.edy: 

Habeas corpus .......................................... . 
Total ...................................................... . 

Total other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other matters: 

Orders to shOW' cause or respond ............................... (i 

Extensions of time ........................................... . 
Toeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other proceedings ........................................ .. 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

701 

2281 
3001 

141 
5421 

---mI 

748 

N/A, 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Filed 

(170)e 
( 67)e 

( o)e 
(237)e 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

1,846 

1,846 (237)e 

87 

2801 
3241 

~ 

691 

Manner of disposition Dispositl.on 0: cases 

Written opinion 149 Affirmed ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
By order. ............ 81 Reversed, remanded, etc. • ....... . 
Withdrawn ........... 47 Denied • :.1 ....................... . 

Withdrawn •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldtace headings indicate the classifications uBed by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • The data for this case type are"known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 
-- • Not applicable. 

eCases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

76 
73 

423 

Disposed End 
pending 

X X 
X X 

X ,X 
230 -r92g 

'Zl9 X 
45 X 

7 X 
271 ll4 

47 
444 (170)e 171 
858 ( 67)e 277 

81 ( O)e Zl 
1,430 (237)e 469 
1,701 (237)e 5ii3g 

1,931 (237)e 7758 

90 N/A 

2801 
3241 N/A 
~ N/A 

694 N/A 

Requests O"~inal 
to appcsl jurisdi~ 

1,383 234 
47 

Petitions to appeal granted are not counted as disposed until the appeal is disposed; a filing ir. not counted for the appeal. The number of 
granted petitions to appeal appear in parentheses. 

gChange in pending does not equal the difference between f,!lings and dispositions: 
Figures are as reported in the" annual report. 

lSpecial source or revision in data: ,', 
Beginning pending figures for other cases were taken from the 1977 annual report, where they are listed as end pending figures for 1977. 
Filed and disposed figures for other matters were supplied by the clerk of the court during data verification. 

SOUli,ce: Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court, State of the Judiciary Report ,1977 and State of the Judiciary Report 1978 (Richmond, 
Virginia: 1978 and 1979). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals' have been cc:uputed where necessary. 
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VIRGINIA, CIRCUIT OOUII.T 
Court of general jurisdiction 

31 circuits, 107 judges 
January I, 1978 to December 31, 1978 

Civild : 
.; Law: 

Other law •••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights: 

Condemnation ................................................................................................ .. 
Equity: 

Other chancery ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
D...",tic relations: 

Harriage dissolution: 
Divorce ...................................................................................................... .. 

Appeal ........................................................ . 

Total civil ............... •• .... ••••• ...... ••• .... • .... •••• .... • 

Crillinal d: 
Felony ...................... • .... •• .. • .... •• .. • .. •• .. • .... • .. •• 
Hisd'f"""?:'or ................................................... . 
Extraordinary writs 

Habeas corpus .............................................................................................. .. 

Total criminal .......... • '; .................................................................................... .. 

Grand total .............................................................................................. "' .......... .. 

Triald 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

x 

X 

X 
___ X 

90,2381 

8,5411 

6,2891 

---2!1 

14,8681 

105,1061 

Filed " 

24,383 

950 

11,835 

32,190 

~ 

71,975 

29,354 
23,267 

~ 

53,083 

125,058 

Civil dispositions 

Disposed 

21,726 

964 

10,3ll 

29,956 

~ 

64,715 

27,933 
22,207 

~ 

50,539 

115,244 

Jury Non-jury 
Civil 

~ 

Settled/dismis"';.al 
Default judgment ••••••• 

Law 
12,110 

1,115 
1,829 

Real property 
rights ~ 

Harriage 
dissolution 

2,421 
Law .................... 1,356 
Real property rights .. 172 
Equity ................ 25 
Daaestic relations: 
Harriage dissolution 74 

3,533 4,889 
122 294 

2,Oll 2,036 

16,062 16,136 
681 

Case purged •••••••••••• 

394 
o 

16 

Criw.ina1 dispositions 

2,867 
54 

753 
12 

1,058 

End 
pending 

X 

X 

X 

'X 
___ X 

n 
97,1198 

9,969 
7,351 

~ 

17,422 

114,920 

Appeal ~ 
787 19,1~9 

77 1,258 
154 2,471 

AppMl ................ 135 
Total .................. 1,762 

Criminal: 

546 
22,274 24,036 

Felony 

1,077 
4,5ll 

12,057 
1,591 

Misde
meanor 

1,650 
1,068 
2,874 
8,670 
1,163 

I!xtraordiilary 
writ Total 

Felony ,I ••••••••• • •• ••• 2,001 6,696 8,697 
Hiad"""",nor ........... 718 6,064 6,782 

Withdr,swa1 prior to trial ••••••••••• 
Dismissed without trial ........ " ... . 

Extraordinary writ .... 80 80 
Total .................. 2,719 12,840 15,559 

Nolle Prosequi ....................... 1' . 
Guilty plea prior to trial .......... . 

Grand total .............. 4,481 35,114 39,595 Other ............................. .. 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the'llCSP. 
N/ A = This case type is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this esse type are known to be included in the total but were 
- = Not applicable. " 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of charges. 

not available by category. 

A jury tritil is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is cQunt-ed at. the point when an opening statement or the introduction of any evidence occurs. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

12 
216 

91 

T;662 
2,361 
7,385 

20,727 
2,845 

i .1 
\I 

Figures are as given in the annual report. 
lSpecial source or re\\"ision in the data: 

Beginning pending figures for the 1978 court year were taken fran the 1977 annual report where they are given as end pending figures. 

Source; Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court, State of the Judiciary Report 1978 (Richmond, Virgini,,: 1979). Statistics are fr~ 
the report except that totals have been computed w.here pecessary. 

... 

VIRGINIA DISTRICT OOORT 
Court of limited jurisdiction 

32 districts, lSS.4c full-tiae equivalent judges 
January I, 1978 to Deceool>er 31, 1978 

Civild : 
Dc.estic relations ............................................ . 
Other civil. 

Civil ...................................................... .. 

Totsl civil 

Crillinal d: 
Other criw.inal: 

Criminal .................................................... . 

Total criminal 

Traffic: 

Total traffic 

Juveuile: 

Total juvenile 

q_~and total .................................................................. . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the 'NCSP. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Ii/A· This case type is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information: 

Filed 

49,343 

407,168 

456,511 

285,840 

285,840 

903,646 

126,709 

1,772,706 

Disposed 

43,75!! 

390,339 ' 

434,097 

269,700 

269,700 

866,405 

115,350 

1,685,552 

425 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The court is also served by magistrates. There are 409 positions authorized, 241 of which serve full-time. During the 1978 court year, 
they issued 278,859 arrest warrants, 178,920 bonds, 35,410 summons, 3,572 search warrants, 189,630 committals and releases, 154,596 
civil warrants" and handled 23,981 prepayments of traffic infractions and 8,687 prepayments of class four misdemeanors. 

dCase definition or unit of count: ' " 
A civil case is counted with the filing of a petition or canp1aint. 
The criminal case ,unit o~ count is the number Of charges. 

Source: Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court, State of the Judiciary Report 1978 (Richmond, Virgip~a: 1979). Statisti~ are from 
the annual report except that totals h<ive been canputed where necessary. 
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WASHINGTON COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

t 

Constitutionality 
of statute. 

Conflicting statutes 
or rules of laW. 

MUNICIPAL AND 
POLICE COURT (240) 
Jurisdiction:' il~Cc 
- Municipal ordinance violations (fine 

less than $500, sentence less than 
6 months). 

- Not of record. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices, ·l~~qp1missioner 
Jurisdiction: '~\>, 
- Hears direct appe~ls wherein.actions 

of state officials are involved, where 
constitutionality of a statute is ques
tioned, where cohfliciing statutes or 
rules of law are involved, or where 
the issue is of broad public interest. 

- Aggr;eved party has right of review 
when reversal in Court of Appeals is 
not unanimous; otherwise review is 
discretionary. 

, 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
16 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Hears appeals from lower courts ex

cept those in the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court. 

SUPERIOR COURT (28) 
111 judges 
Jurisdiction: . 
- All civil matters except small claims. 
- Exclusive jurisdiction over probate~' 

divorce, and annulment. 
- All criminal matters except minor 

criminal. 0 

- Exclusive jurisdiction over juvenile. 
Appeals are heard de novo. 

Jury trials. 

t t 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (2) DISTRICT COURT (73) 
2 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil a~tions under $1,000, small 

claims. - Civil actions under $1,000, small 
Claims. 

- Misdemeanors (fine less than $100, 
sentence less than 30 days), traffic, 
preliminary hearings. 

- Misdemeanors (fine less than $500 
and/or sentence less than 6 months), 
traffic, felony preliminaries. 

- Not of record. 
- Not of record. 

~J~u~r~y~t~ri~a~ls~' ______________ ., ______ -J 
Jury trials. 

Ii 

',I 

] 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Intermediate 
appellate 

court 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

,II 'I 
i! ' 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

427 

WASHINGtON SOPREIIE O!I1IlT 
Court of las t resort 

9 justiceac 
Janua~ I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

End Beginning 
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................................................... .. 181 130 
Criminal .................................................... . 50 46 

Total appeals •• I ............................................. ~.-.,.) 

129 
54 

183 ----nr 176 
\ __ J 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

DiSciplinary ... tter ....................................... . 
Requests to appeal: 

Petitions for review: 
Civil .................................................. .. 
Criainal ............................................... .. 

Total ................................................... .. 
Personal restraint petitions ............................. .. 
Notices of discretionary review ........................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

10 

177 
160 
337 

12 

171 
185 
356 

5 
130 
491 

5 

58 
60 

118 
2 

30 
150 

Total other cases ............................................ . 

69 f 
68 

137f 
6f 

37 f 
180f 

lii7f 

1 
123 
461 

4IT ---sD3 l55 

Total cases •••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 411 654 

Manner of disposition 

Petition" 
Appeals for review Discre-

Disci- Personal tionary 
£!:!!!! ~ ~ plinary £!:!!!! Crimi .... l restraint ~ ~ 

Opinion ............. 125 25 150 11 33 43 2 5 244 
Order: 

Denied ............ 7 6 13 0 151 123 2 81 370 
Dismissed ......... 21 5 26 1 1 5 1 42 '76 
Transferred ....... 28 14 42 0 0 0 0 2 44 

Time intervaln (median months) 
'. 

Filing of notice of appeal to date perfected 9.0 
Date perfected to date argued..... .................. 5.0 
Date argued to filing of opinion .................... 5.0 

Status of pending appeala (12/31/78) 
Civil Criminal 

Not ready for settingn ............................... . 49 --1-8--
Ready for settingn ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 ;1 
Set for heaX'ing ..................................... . 27 6 
Opinion/order in process ............................ . 26 19 
Opinion/ order filed (awaiting remittance) •••••••••••• 24 1 

Boldface headings Indica te the classifications used by the NCSP. 

cJudge information: 
In addition, one cODlblissioner serves the Supreme Court. .. 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figure for the :1'977 court year: 
Figures were revised by the clerk of the Supreme Court. " 

nlnformation on time interval or age of pending data: 

734 

I 

Ii 

Total 
----,;r 

6 
13 
45 
25 

331 

These data include pn1y those appeals which were filed directly in the Supreme Court. Appeals which were filed originally in the Court 
of Appe'als and were later certified or trsnsferred to the Supreme Court required an'llverage of 1.5 months more to perfect and process. 

A case is not considered ready for setting in the Supreme Court until the opening brief of the appellant and the answering brief of the 
respondent BX'e filed, and the Supreme Court has made a determination that the case presents issues 'chat are proper for Supreme Court 
review. 

Source: Office of the Admtnistt'ator for'the Courts, 22nd Annual Report 1978 (Olympia, Washington). Statistica are fran the annual report 
except that totals hsve 'been ,canputed 'where n"ceoBary. 

----------------------=---------------------------------------~-----,-------
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WASa:mG-rOH OOUR'r OF APPEALS 
Interaediate appellate court 

3 divisions, 16 judges 
.JanuaQ' I, 1978 to Dec .... her 31, 1978 

caBe~~v:l.1 .......................................................................................... ~ .................. .. 
CriJdnal. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: 
Original pre><:eed1ngs: 

Personal restraint petitionsj ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal: 

Motions for discretionary review •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tot.al other cases ........................................................................................ .. 

Total cases ...................................................................................................... .. 

Beginning 
pendingj 

2,275f 

--------------------

Filed 

1,122 
696 

1,818 

142 

133 
275 

2,093 

Disposed 

1,145 
625 

1,1'70 

153 

150 
303", 

2,073 

Manner of diaposition Time interval (median months) 

Appeals Other 
-C-:L-vi~l:l!.l!c~r:lDd:na1~:-::;---;;T;:o:;:t::aTl cases Total 

Published opinion ........... .. 
Unpublished opinion ••••••••••• 
Order: 

237 165 402 --ur- """"ii'2'iJ 
251 295 546 14 560 

Filing of notice of appeal to date perfected •••• 
Date perfected to date argued ••••••••••••••••••• 
Date argued to filing of opin:Lon •••••••••••••••• 

Denied ..................... . 182 182 
Dismissed .................. . 578 129 707 79 786 
Transferred ............................... .. 79 36 115 10 125 

Status of pending case (12/31/78) 

Not ready for setting •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ready for setting •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Set f or hearing ........................... . 
Opinion/ order in process ••••••••••••••••••• 
(awaiting remittance) ..................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classificat!.ons used by !:he NCSP. 
- a Not applicable. 

Appeala 
~C~i-vi'"'l;:.<.r.;;:Cr=iJ.mi~::Cna"'l' 

5~6 
178 
217 
138 
142 

392 
113 
210 
112 
128 

Original 
proceedings 

45 
12 
2 
1 
2 

Requests to 
OIppeal 

32 
2 
7 
5 

11 

1 th d pending figure for the 1977 court year: 

Div. 
I 

4.0 
7.0 
3.0 

Div. 
II 

6.9 
9.0 
1.5 

fBeginning pending fiigvUe~e i!O~h!h:n!~!~ ~::~=t y::~ ~~;~e:~t a:1~:tmen~s e~ade to the caseload during the year Figures are as g _ • by the clerk of the court. 
hFigure was computed: 1 d d (, 

, Disposed figures were computed from pending and fi e ata. 

iE lanation of data included in the category: ' motions, and CrR '7.7 cases. 
xP Personal restraint petitions include habeas 'corpus, writs and 

Pending figures include cases awaiting remittance. 

End 
pendingj 

1,221 
955 

2,176 

71 

48 
IT§k 

2,295 

Div. 
III 
6.4 
7.0 
1.3 

Source: ) Statistics are fran the annual i f.eport: ~I 22nd Annual Report 1978 (Olympia, Washing~on • I'" ~ I Office of the Administrator for the
d 
courht~~ ~n:=e:,!;c~e'-s!!s~ar~y~~==-=-=:"=" .. ,I· :i, 

except that total. hav\, been compute we. _.!~:-' 

~==~~~~--------------~ 

·.1 
I 

WASIUIiG'roN SUPRRIOR OOURT 
Court of general jurisdict.:Lon 

28 courts, III judges 
January 1, 1978 to DecE!llber 31, 1978 

Civild : 

r·~eginning 
"".r pending 

Tort .••.•••• 4o ................................................... . 

ClXltract: ' r.:) 

Commercial/contract ....... 4o ......................................... . 

Real property rights: 

Property rights ............................................. . 
Do.estic relations: 

Adoptions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other daoestic relatiaca: 

Domestic relations ........................................ . 
Total ................................................................. . 

Estate: 
Probate/wills/intestate: 

Probate ................................................................. . 
Guard:Lanship/conservatorship/trusteeship: 

Guardianships ............................................. . 
Other estate: 

Other probate matters •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ....................................................... .. 

Appeal: 
Appeal of trial court calle: 

Lower court appeals ............................................... . 
Mental health ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ., ••••••••••••••••• 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Filed 

6,882 

21,679 

3,468 

3,146 

41,659 
44,805 

10,933 

1,937 

669 
13,539 

549 
3,334 Other civil ................................................... . 

Total civil 

N/A 
N/A 

-!!l.A ~ 
..................................................... 

N/A 103,946 

Criai""l d: 
Fel.onyj: 

Crime against personj ........................................ N/A 
Crimeagains t property j ...................................... NI A 
Liquorlnarcotics ••••••• ·,i .. ••••• ••• ·......................... N/A 
Other criminal ............................................... N/ A 

Total......................................................... N/A 
Appeal of trial court case: 

2,528 
4,432 
1,513 
2,695 

11,168 
De novo appeals from lower courts o .................. ·~............. N/A 

Total criminal 
~ 

................................................... N/A 14,278 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ............................... ......................... .. 
N/A 17 ,406 

Grand total ....................................................... 
N/A 135,630 

Triald 

'Jury 

Civil'" •••••••• " •••••• 1,065 
Crilldnal ............ 1,925 

Total ••••••••••••••••• 2,990 

Non-jury 

7,381 
690 

8,071 

8,446 
2,615 

11,061 

Civil dispositionsm 

Dismissed--failure to prosecute •• 
Dismissed--other reasons ........... . 
Default judgment •••••••••••••••• 
Change of venue ....................... . 
Summa ry jucgment .................. . 
Agreed and trial judgment ••••••• 
Other ................................... . 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

4,393 
13,338 
18,545 

540 
1,454 

20,848 
13,296 

Disposed 

x 

x 

x 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
N/A 

_. __ X_ 

84,067i 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X_ 

13,817 

N/A 

97,884i 

Cdlilinal dispositions 

Dismissed/acquitted ......... .. 
Judg ~ent and sentenced ............ .. 
Deferred/ suspended sentence ... . 

N/A a This case type is hand:ted by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The dats for this case type are known to be included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCaee definition or unit of count: 

A civil case is counted with the fiUng of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on t~ information or indictment. 
A jury trial is counted when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is r.ounted when the first witness is sworn. 

iData are not complete: 

Total civil disposition figure does not include mental health cases. 
Grand total disposition figure does not include mental health or juvenile cases. 

jExplanation of data included in the category: 

Although there is dual jurisdiction, it is assumed that all misdl!llU!anor cases are filed in limited jUl;isdiction courts. 
Therefore, all original criainal cases filed in the Superior Court are felony cases. 
Crime against person category includes homi",tde, assault, sex offenses, and robbery. 
Crime again6t propertr category includes burll'lary, larceny, and forgerY' 

mInformation on disposition type or trial data: 

Civil trial and type of disposition da ta do not include adoption, estate, or mental health ,,,!ases. 
« 
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End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

---.E!A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

---.E!A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

4,009 
5,114 
4,694 

Source: Office of the Administrator for ,:'lha Courts, 22nd .Annual Report 1978 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are fra" the annual report 
except that: totals have been computed" where necessary. 
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WASHINGTON KUNlCIPAL AND POLICE COURTk 
Court of lilllited 'jurisdiction 

240 courtsk 
January I, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Criminal. d: 
Ordinance violatio,,: 

Beginning 
pending 

Criminal..................................................... -1!.!.A 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NIA 

Traffic: 
Parking: 

Parking citations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 
Other traffic violation: 

Traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -1!.!.A 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Ni A 

Grand totlll •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NIA 

Filed 

..£,160 

47,160 

'474,664 

251,842 

726,506 

773,666 

Disposed 

NIA 

NIA 

N/A 

NIA 

NIA 

N/A 

.£!!!inal. dispositionskl 

CriIII1.nal ••••••••••••••• 
Traffic •••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 

96 
166 
264 

11,160 
22,154 
33 "H4 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

11,256 
22,322 
33,578 

N/A a This ease type is handled by the court, but the data are unavaUable. 

I.' 

Bail forfeitures •••••••• ,....... 10,686 

Traffic" dispositionskl 

8ail forfeitures ••••••••••••••• 156,183 

X a The data for this ease type' are known to be included in the total but were not ,available bY category. 

dCase ciefinition or unit of count: 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of defendants on the information, indictment, or canplai"i:. 
A jury trial ~_s counted when the jury is sworn. 

End 
pending 

NIA 

NIA 

N/A 

NIA 

NIA 

N/A 

A non-jury trial is counted when the first witness is sworn. 
kAdd1tional information: 

Municipal and Police Court figures do not inclu~e those Municipal Court cases (municipal 
are processed by District Courts, which contrac'i::'with municipalities for this purpose. 
with the District Court. 

(, '~ 
o.'CIinanc~~ violations and traffic violations)' ,that 
One hunc!.:ed tve"ty-nine municipalities contract 

lSpecial source or revision in the data: 
Cri:aJ.nal. and traffic case disposition data and trial data were suppliec! by the administrative office of the courts during data verification. 

~Source: Office of the Administrai'qr for the Courts, 22nd Annual Report 1976 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are fran the annual report 
except that totals have been c!r,iluted where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the Office of the Administrator for the 
Courts during data verificatioQ" " 
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WASHIIIGTOII DIS1'IICT COURT AND JUSTICES OF 'IlIE PEACSk 
Court, of liIII1.ted jurisdiction 

73 district courts, 2 justices of the peace 
January I, 1978 to Dec .. ber 31, 1978 

ChUd: 
Law: 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
S...u c1aillls ........... , ••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil 

Cn.inald : 
Kisdeaesnor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliainary bearing: , 

f~ Felony preliminary .......................................... . 

/':"\ 
~',' "i)81 criminal ................................ \ ................ . 

\~.!;1tfflc: 

Total traHic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 

Triald 

Beginnin!: 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

NIA 

NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

NIA ,. 

Jury 
48 

Non-jury Total 
4,524 4,572 

Filed 

51,023 
21,456 

n,479 

70,311 

~ 

77 ,835 

603,864 

754,196 

Disposed 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

Crilllinal dispc';itione1m 
Civil .'c .................................... . 
Cr1~l "Ball forfeitures at preliminary hearings 

Distritit Court workload •••••••••••••••••• 
Mu;'icipal Coure workload ••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tratfi!!: 

305 
36 

341 

9,190 9,495 
4,769 4,805 

13,959 14,300 
Traffic dispositionslm 

44,091 44,741 

Elid 
pending 

NIA 
NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

14,340 

District Court workload •••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal Court workload ••••••••••••••••• 

650 
252 
902 

13,398 13,650 Bail forfeitures ••••••••••• ' ................ 348,926 
Total •••••••••••••• ,",' • ;' ••••••••••• , •••••• 

cGraed. total • c:; ..•.......................... 1,291 
57,469 58,391 
75,972 77 ,263 

Boldface heaC!ings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NIA • This case type is handled by d,e court, but the data are unavailable. 

dCase .. definition or unit of count: 
A civil CBse is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count: is the numb~er of defelldants on the informati'on, indictmel1t, or canplaint'. 
A jury trial is cOUI1t<>d when the jury is sworn. 
A non-jury trial is counted, when che -firs t '''ltness is sworn. 

kAddition;al information: " 
Dia.trict Court and Justicu of the Peace data include Hunicipal Court eases that are processr:~', _:'y District Courts, which contract with 

municipalities for this purpose. 
ISpec1al source or revision in data: 

Data for trial information for crlainal. and traffic cases handled in the Municipal Court were supplied by the Office of the Administrator 
fer the Courts during tha data verification process. 

mExp1anatioD of data ():luded in the category: 
CrUdnal. and traffic dispositions include figures for bail forfeiture listed under both the court business of the District Courts and of 

Municipal Courts that contract with the District Courts. 

Source: OHice of the Administrator for the Courts, !.2nd Annual Report 1978 (Olympia, Washington). Statistics are fran the a,,,-,ual report 
except that totals have been ccmp\lted where necessary. and additions were made by the Office of the Administrator for the,r,Courts during 
data verification. 
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WES'F VIRGINIA C€JURT SYSTEIVl, 1978 
(7)" " 

t 
MAGISTRATE COURT (55) 
148 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Small claims and landlord-tenant 

under $1.500. 
- Misdemea:lOrs and trafficwi!h fine 

less than $1,000 or sentence 
less than 12 months. Felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

1\ 

t Indicates route ofappeal. 

G 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate j!lrisdiction in civil matters 

over $100, in cases involving constitu
tionality or a law, and in felony and 
misdemea'nor cases from Circuit 
Court. 

'I' 

CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
57 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $100. 
- Unlimited original criminal 

jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novO. 

Jury trials. 

t 
MUNICIPAL COURT (54) 
54 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- MiLdemeanors, traffic1 ordinance 

vioIations. 

No jury trials. 
.' 

(r:: 

Court 
oflast 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdktion 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

i
"'o •• "~~"" 

" 
I 

, 

f 1 

1 

I:) 

c: 

Cases: 

WEST ¥lIGUlA SIJl'UIIE mou f1I APPMLS 
Cel .. :t of la.,t reaort 

.. 5 jual:ice. 
J.ouary I, 1978 to Dec~r 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending Filed 

--0(257)e 
Appelll.s ...................................................... . 
'~otal appeals • '.~ " ~ " " " • " • ,. •• ,. • ,. ,. • ,. •••• ,. ,. ,. •• " •••••• ,. • " •••••• ' ,. ,. ,. ,. 

Other casesk : 
. 0riaiua1 proceedi,..: 

0d&iua1 jurbdicl:i... • ................................... . 
Add.ory "Pial ... : 

,Certified question ....................................... . 
Total ...................................................... .. 

ieqlW!8t. to appeal: 
Regular writs ............................................ . 
Certiorari ••••••• ,. •••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ...................................................... . 
Total other cases .,..,.. ' •• ,. ••••••••••• ,. " " " " " " " " " " " .-" " " " " " " " " " .. " 

•• (J ••••••••••••••••••••••••• <!' •••••••••••••••••••••• 

X 

X 
3 

X 
X 

43 
-"7i6 

61 

371 

5h 
376 

X 
X 

3:17 
713 

713(257)e 

Disposed 

201 

371h 

5h 
376 

162(177)e 
1( 5)e 

163(182)e 
539(182)e 

740(182)e 

Disposition of other ~ses 

Hanner of disposition (matured caoes) 

\\ Written and per cudam opinion .............. 191 
Dismissal/withdrawal ........................ io 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the Nesp. 

Granted ............ . 
Dealed ............ .. 
Withdrawn ......... .. 
Not considered 

Or1&inal 
jurbdicti ... 

140 
,~ 230 

1 
o 

Blank space· Not enough information is known. The case category mayor may not be handled by the court. 
X· Tile data for this COOl! type are known to be included in the total, bilt were not available by category. 

Ceases not included in the total to avoid double counting: 

Advhory 
"Pial ... 

5h 
Oli 
o 
o 

ieque.t. to 
appeal 

182 
161 

1 
1 

433 

End 
pending 

---rr 

X 

X 
3h 

X 
X 

35h 
-"3s 

109 

Reque.ts to appeal that have been granted are not counted as disponed until the appeal is disposed; a filing 1s not counted for the 
renulting appeal. These granted requests to appeal are the numbe~s appearing in f'arenthesen. 

flleginning pending figure for the 1978 court year does not equal the end pending figurJror the 1977 court year. 
Figure as computed fran the unpublished data. 

hUgure was computed: 
Pending fiiiisr .. " were computed fran dioposed, filed and other pending figureo. 1 
Figureo for aUYisory oplnion cases were computed fr~ figures given for or1&lD81 iArisd1ction cases in the unpublished data. 

kAdditionsl information: 
Weot Virginia doeo not have an autocatic appeal in either civil or cr:1\ainsl csoes. Case accounting provided by the court consists of 

accounting fot: petitions for appeal _filed and acted upon. Data are not maintained regarding 8,pealo: as a separate category. 
Orln1no1 proceedill3a are heard on a diocretionary basis. ' 

Source: Unpubliohed data provided by the administrative office of the courto. Statistics are fr .. the unpublished dac. except that totals 
have been computed vhere aecessary. -,I 
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OJ,., 

WIST VIJ.GUIA cacurr muu 
Court of ..... ral. jurill4ictio::l 

31,c1rcaita, 57 jadaea 
.J ..... ry 1~ 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Cirtld : 
Dc.utic relatioaa: 

MoptioM .................................................. . 
lleatal bealtb: 

Mental hygiene ....................................... ~ ...... . 

~~ of &llaiDiatratift -.sue,. eaae: ~ '~! 
Otller ~~~rat1ve ................................ • ;t' ",:" .,. 

Civil ........................... • .. •••••••••• .. •I(- ....... ··· 
K18cellaneous cases ........................................................ ·{t .... & .............. .. 

Total ................................. 1 ••••••• ',:' ·ll···· ...... . 
Total civil ........... ' ........................................ . 

Crlaiuld: 

Total criJdna1 ................................................ . 

.JUYCalle: 

Total juvenile ............................................... .. 

Grand total .................... " ............................... . 

BeginnIng 
pending 

453h 

37,487h 
574h 

,38,061h 

39,291fh 

ll,l11fh 

53,499fh 

Boldface headinga indicate the" classifications used by the NCSP. 

,dee.e definition or,~ unit of count: 
A. civil CBae is' counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Filed 

33,059 
1,348 

34,407 

37,042 

10,897 

6,115 

54,054 

Disposed 

1,205 

1,062 

903 

30,689 
979 

31,668 

34,838 

6,178 

6,251 

47.267 

The crill1nal case unit of count is t"'1. nuaber of indictments or warrants iSBued. 
fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 courtoyear does not "qual end pending figure for the 1977 court year: '~=-"";' 
, Beginning pending figures were calculated from f11"d, disposed, and end pending data given in the unpublished data. 

bFigUre vas coaputed: 
Beginning pending figurea were calculated from filed, disposed, and end pend~pg data. 

--- ------

End 
pending 

286 

,364 

45 

39,857 
943 

40,800 

41,495 

15,830 

2,961 

60,286 

ni 1 ffi f th rts Statistica are f rom the unpublished data except that totals 
Source: Unpublished data provided by the adll1 strat ve 0 "'" 0 e cou • 

have been co.puted where necesaary. 
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WEST VIRGINIA NAGIStIAD alUilTAl 
,Court of liadted jurisdiction 
55 courts, 148 ugiBtrlltes 

.JaBUary 1, 1978 ,to Deceaber 31, 1978 

435 

____________ n~--==--______ --______ ~! __ ~~~~ __________________________________ ~ __ 

Beginning 
eending 

End 

Total ciHl N/A 

Crillinal d,: 
Misdemeanor .................................................... '\ NI A 
Preliainary hearing: 

Felony ..... 'Co ..................... , ........ ,.................. ..:s!iA 
" '/ 

, Total criminal ........................................ ; ........ ~ NI A 

Tr~~~: ~raff1C violation: ' J~~ 
Traffic and D.N.R.j .............. ,' .................. :, ........ 1 ~ 

Total traffic ....................................... n ......... / N/A 

Filed, 

36,635i 

118,548i 

11,I23i 

129,671i 

111, 486i 

III ,486i 

Disposed 

38,524i 

91 ,8511 

~1 

100,8931 

, 115, 711i 

115,711i 

pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

~~' ----------------------------------------~----------------------------
Grand total ................................................................................... .. N/A 227,7921 255,1281 

() 

Boldface headings indicate the classific"tions used by the NCSP. 
N/A This case type is handled by the ctlurt, but the da~a are unavailable. 

aCourt jurisdiction: 
This court was establiShed Jtinuary 1, "1977, replac~ng the existing Justice of the Peace Courts throughout the state. 

dCase definition or uqJt of C,ount: ,~i " 
A civil case is counted with the £1110),\ of a pcd\fon or a cOl1lplaint. 
The crilDinal unit of count is the number of warrants issued. 

iData are not complete: ' 
Nine out of twelve reports were receive~ from Lewis and Webster Counties. 
Totlll traffic filed and grand total file'~ figures do not inclUde traffic data fran Kanawa County. 
Total dvll field and, grand total field figures do not include civil data fran Kanawa County. 

jExplanation of tlata included in the category:, 

N/A 

"D.N.R." are cases, primarily traffic vioiations, oC~urring in state parks under the jurisdiction of tfle Department ,of Natural Resources. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the admim\strative office of the courts. Statistics are fran the un(lubl1slled data except that totals have 
been computed where necessary. \\ 

WEST VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court of lllli~~ jurisdiction 

54 court.. 54 judges 
January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

There Were no data available for cases handled in the Municipal Court for 1978. 
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WISCONSIN COURT SYSTEM; 1978 

t 
CIRCUIT COURT (26) 
54 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Original civil (except probate, 

small claims). 
- Original criminal. 
- No juvenile jurisdiction. 
Appeals. 

Jury trials. 

Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Final appellate jUl'isdiction over all 

courts in state. 
_ Limited original jurisdiction in cases 

of statewide concern. 

t 
COUNTY COURT (70) 
127 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
_ Unlimited civil. Exclusive probate 

1-01 .... ----------4 jurisdiction. 
_ Unlimited criminal (except in Mil-

Ii 

MUNICIPAL JUSTICE 
COURT (219) 

waukee Coun\y, only misdemeanor). 
- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

Jury trials. 

219 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Misdemeanor:; and municipal or

dinance violation with fine less than 
$200, sentence less than 6 months. 

No jury trial. 

l: 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Courts of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Court of 
limited 

jurisdicti(m 

I 

I 
l 

.' IJ . 
I 

\ 
:\ 
r 

I 

i 
,J 

() 

WISCONSIN SUPKEKE COURT 
Court of Jast resort 

7 justices 
July 1, 1977 to July 1, 1978 

Cases: 
Appeal .. : 

Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CrWoo.lk •••••••• : ......................................... .. 

T!ltal appeals ................................................ . 

Other cases: \1 
Origiosl proceediag8: 

Origioo.l jurisdiction: 
Habeaa corpus •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mandamus ••••••••••••• I ••••••••••• I ••••••• I ••••• I I' I I ••••• 

Prohibition ••• '; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certior"a?i •••• I I •••••••••••• I' •••••• I ••••• I • I. " •••••••• I 

Stay ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Miscellaneous I •••••••••••• I •• I I ••• ~ I • I • I ••••••••••• I •••• I 

Original aeti_ons ............. I ••••• , •• I.' •• I.' ••••• I •••••• 
Total ........ ' ............................................ . 

DiacipUoary ..................................... , '" ... . 
Total ...................................................... . 

Request. to appeal: 
Poatcouwictioo reaedy: 

Habeas corpus ., 1'1 I •••••••• I I' ••••• I •• I •••• I' ••• I •••• I •• I 

Mandamus "';'" I. I I •• I ••••• I I •••••• I.' I •••• ' •••••••• I ••••••• I 

Prohibition •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Certiorar,i ••• I. I •• '" ••• I •• I ••••• I' ••••• " • I ••••• I •• I •••• 

M1sc:ellaneous •••••••••• I I. '; • I' •••••••••••••••• ,I" • I •••• I 

Total I .......... I ••••••••••••••••• I 1'1 ••••••••• I •• I.' I ••••• 

Total other cases •••••••••••• I •• I I ••• I.' .................... I •• 

Total cases 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requests: 

Motion for rehearing I ••••••• I, I •••• I I.' •••••••• ,. I .............. '. 

Other matters: 
Motions .1 .... II I ................... I I •• I •••• I ....... 1.1 •• I' I •••••• 

Foreign bsr admissions, bar exam, and diplOl1l8 ............... . 
Petition to appoint counsel on denial of 

postconviction motion •••••••••••••••• I ••••• I. I I I ......... I •• 

Total " ....... : .............................................. . 

Total other proceedings ........................................ . 

Beginning 
pending 

5n f 
170 

-mr 

o 
o 

,,0 
o 
o 
o 
Of 
Of 
Of 
Of 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

--Of 

742 

Ie 

Filed 

x 
X 
X 
X 
J( 

'X 
X 
6 

12 
18 

U/A 
N/A 
U/A 

iN/A 
./ N/A 

j N/A 
--nii 

913i 

34 

N/A 
M/A 

N/A 
N/A 

341 

Disposed 

527 
141 

668 

3 
16 
22 

2 
28 
23 

4 
98 
10 

108 

23 
17 

1 
0 

21 
62 

170 

838 

32 

J89 
583 

1,007 

437 

End 
pending 

nOll 
252& 

-gng 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

--0 

9728 

Hanner of disposition Disposition of appeala Disposition of original proceedings 

Total 
Published written opinion -m 
~ublished per curiam ••••••••• 26 
UnpubUshed per curiaCl ••••••• 101 
Terminated w.ttho\lt apini;;<i ••• 292 

Civil 
182 

76 
'221 

Crillionl 
--a-8-

Total Granted ................. 3 
Affirmed .............. . 
Reversed •••••••••••• ,., '1- 21 

271i'"" 
97 

247 
18 

Hodified and affirmed .,. 1 
Discipline imposed •••••• 10 

Dismissed ............. . 
Affirmed/reversed •••••• 
Affirmed/dismiased ••••• 
Affirmed/modified •••••• 
Vacated ••••• I I .......... . 

(\ ' 

16 
2 
9 
7 

26 
2 
o 
3 

\1 1 

2 
12 
8 

Time interval (median months) 

Docketed date to filing dl/te of appellant's brief •••••••••••• 
Filing date of appellant's brief to filing dnte of 
• tespondent' s brief I." ............... I .... I ~ ................ ~ ..... . 

Filing date of resp~ndent's brief to dote of submission ..... . 
Date of submission to date of decision ...................... . 
Date of decision to date of remittitur ... ~ ••• I. I ••• I ........... . 

Totsl time-docketing date to date of remittitur ••••••••••••• 

"Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NI A • This case type is handled by the court, but the data nre unavailable. 
- • Not applicable. 

Civil o~~nions 

2.30 

1.23 
16.07 

1.37 
2.07 

23.90 

Crillionl opinions 

1.40 

1.67 
13.57 

1.83 
" .70 

I~ 20.07 

fBeginning pending figure for the 1978 cQUrt year does not equal the end pending figure for the 1977 cQUrt year; 
The figures are 8S reported in the 1977 annual report. ,-

gChange in pending does not equal the diff..,rence between filings and dispositions: 
Figure. are as given by the admiftistrati ... e officiO of the court. 

iDsta are not caapletel 
'r,otal·other easeo filed and total cases filed fiures do not include requesta to apFt'u cases filed'. 
Total other proceedinga filed only inclUde the number at motions, ~or rehellring filed. 

jExp14nation of data included in the categorYI 
CSV!l apl'OIo.l. filed include two reinstated cases. 
CrWiJ~l appeal. filed include one reinstate cases. 

kAddit10nal in1'ormation: 

Total 

Purauant t,o a new procedure adopted at the beginning of the 1976-H term, "no merit" cases are now docketed as ~egu1ar 
clerk I't cO'~rt. Thtlre were 65 of those cases docketed in FY 1977-78. 

Source; Fii\urllS were supplied ,by the administrative ofUce of the coUrt dudng data verification. 

o(!inions 

2.07 

1.33 
15;83 
1.37 
1.97 

23.07 

a 
crilllinal cases by the 

,1 
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438 (} 
WISCONSIN CIaCUIT COUi.T AIID alUIITY COUi.Tb 

Court of general ~iadictiDD 
26 circuits, 70 counties; 181 judges 
January I, 1978 to Dec_ber 31, 1978 

Tort:: 
Otber tort: 

Pers anal injury •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Money judgment and repossession •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• ." ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
SIIalI c:1a1as: 

Contested small claims ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rigbts: 

Real property ••••••• , .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.' D...,stic relations: 

llarriage dissolution: 
Divorce .......... ,..,.,.,.,..,.·····,.,.··,.·················,.·,.·,.·,.,.·,. • 
Annulment ..... ,..,.,. ••••••••••••••• ,. ~, •• ,. ....... ,. ............................ .. 
Legal separation ............................. ;) .......... ,. .................................. .. 

Total •••••••• • •••• ··················"'···················· •• 
Supp"rt/custody: 

Reciprocal support .................................. ,jo .............. ,. ............................ .. 

Enforcement .............................................................................................. .. 
Total ••••••••••••••••• •••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Adoption •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' ••••••••• 
Otber da.estic relationa: 

Paternity/illegitimacy ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Modification ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Termination of parental rights ••••••••••••• ,: ••••••••••••••• 
Other family ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••• ••• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
Total ••••••••••••••• •• •• ••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Estate: 
'Prt>bate/vills/intestate:" 

Estates ............................................................... ,. .................................. .. 
Guard1aush1p/conservato~ahip/trusteeship: 

Guardianships ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '."" 
Trus ts .... t,,' ................................................................................................ .. 

Total •••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• 
Otber estate: 

Other proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••• 'L ••••••••••..••••••• 
Total ............................................ •• ...... •• ...................... •• ........................... . 

!!ental health: 
Protec.tive placement .......................................... .:> .................................... .. 

Commitments .................................................................................................. .. 
Total.' •••••••••••••••••••••• • •• ••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal: 
Appeals and reviews .......................................... . 

Extraordinary writ: 
Writs ......................................................... '."" .'5 ......... ' ............................... .. 

Otber civil: 
Property ..damage aqd contracts .............................................................. .. 
Other civil ........................................................................ , ........................ . 

Total ........................................ ···1'······· .. ······· 

Be&inning 
pending 

a,890 
10,811 
19,701 

17 ,806 

1,923 

22,375 
165 
552 

23,092 

3,348 
379 

3,727 
389 

5,047 
46 

275 
2.218 
7.586 

34,794 

15,910 

15,837 
9,339 

25,176 

843 
41,929 

322 
408' 
730 

1.097 

227 

10,408 
5,928 

~ 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• C>.... 134,543 

Crt.J.na1 d: 
Felony •••.••••••••••••••• ••••••• 0 ••••••• ••••••••••••••• , •••••••• 
K1.ade.eaDor ....... It ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Otber cr1a1nal: 

Contested forfeitures •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _>, ••• 

II 
Total criminal •••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• ,':l:)" •••• 

Traffic: 
DVI/DUl: 

Driving while 'intoxicated •••••••••••••••••••••••• 10 ........... . 

Otber traffic violation: 
Other contested tr4ffl~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••• I' ••••••••••• 

Juvenile traffic ................................... II, ••••••••• 

Total ••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

70tal traffic ................................................... . 

(~ 

II 

",8,205 
8,936 

~ 

19,824 

2,737 

31,104 
N/A 

~ 
33,841i 

Filed 

7,330 
11,254 
16,584 

64,925 

2,593 

23,882 
135 
224 

2,\,241 

3,531 
349 

3,880 
1,764 

7,549 
52 

1,275 
2,165 

11,041 
40,946 

18.156 

3,109 
776 

3,885 

5,510 
2Z·,551 

695 
2,302. 
2,997 

942 

240 

,17,140 
12,488 

~ 

188,406 

15,855 
19,624 

~ 

~2, 977 

8,051 

74,521i. 
3 

~ 

82,579 

Disposed 

6,689 
9,084 

15,773 

62,308 

1,910 

19,111 
112 
234 

19,457 

1.805 
211 

2,016 
'1,530 

7,414 
27 

1,095 
1,236, 
9,772 

32,775 

16,173 

2,347 
563 

2,910 

4,855 
23~938 

144 
1,936 
2,080 

841 

197 

14,895 
11,411 

~ 
166,128 

14,106 
17 ,490 

~ 

38,305 

6,265 

65,316 
2 

~ 
71,583 

End 
pending 

9,5638 
13,0108 
22,5738 

20,4138 

2,6398 

27,1268 
195& 
5678 

27,3811S 

5,082g 
'5198 

5.601& 
644& 

5,154& 
698 

455 
3,152& 
8,8300 

42,9638 

17,98BS 

16,622& 
9.55~& 

26,177S 

1,532& 
45,697g 

873 
775& 

1,6488 

1,227& 

277& 

12.6900 
7,043& 

~3~ 
1;" 

157,. fllS 

10,007& 
ll,12S1! 

~ 

24,601S 

4,51S1!" 

40,35BS 
N/A . 

,. 40,35881 

44,87311i 

,i 
,I 

I 
I 

11 

JUYeDf.le: 
Cr1a1nal-t:ype off"nae: 

Delinquency/offenses ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,179 
Status affenae: 
• In need of supervision ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 822 
Ron-offenae: 

Dependency and neglect ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 698 
Other juvenile: 

Other matters ................................ ,.................. ___ 2_9 

Total jUYeDf.I" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total 

D ..... tic relaticoa •••••••••••• 
Batate •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civilj •••••••••••••••••• 

Total., ••••• , .................... . 
Cr1a1nal: 

Felony •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
lU.aCIe.eanor ••••••••••••••••••• 
Otber criainal. •••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Traffic: " 

DWl/DIll ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Otber adu.lt traffic ••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
JUYenile: 

Cr1a1nal-type offense ••••••••• 
Statu. offense •••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile •••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Grand total •••••••••• '" • Ii '" ••• '" ••• 

18 
76 
1 

494 
589 

315 
177 

23 
515 

176 
301 
477 

22 
1 
2 

25 
1,606 

3,125 
10,398 
1,350 
2.974 

17,847 

1,147 
1,494 

965 
3,606 

1,457 
10,368 
11,825 

1,315 
'373 
473 

2,161 
35,439 

4,728 

192,936i 

3,143 
10,474 

1,351 
3,468 

18,436 

1,462 
1,671 

988 
4,121 

1,633. 
10,669 
12,302 

1,337 
374 
475 

2,186 
37,045 

439 

Wisconsin Circuit Coort and County Court (continued) 

15,466 14,551 4,097g 

7,750 7,392 l,17S1! 

4,020 3,810 909g 

---..ill. -E!... ___ 4_4 

27,578 26,080 6,22S1! 

341,540 232,8698 i 

Time interval (average dsys )i 

Average age of cases at disposition: 
Civil: 

S.u.1 claiaa ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
D ..... tic relationa ••••••••••••••••• 
Estate ••• '" •• '" ...... '" '". '". '" '" •• ,"" ...... 
Other civil •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cr1a1nal: 
Felony •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Niad...eanor ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Otber cr1a1na1 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: 
DIll/DUX ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other adult traffic ••••••••••••••••• 

JUYenile: 
Cr1a1nal-t:ype af fell8e ••••••••••••••• 
Status affeue •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenilej ••••••••••••••••••••• 

118 
311 
521' 
277 

133 
102 

80 

103 
98 

55 
34 
46 

~ending cases (months)i 

Less 
~ ~ ~ 3 to 4 4 to 5 5 to 6 6 to 9 9 to 12 

Civil: 
s...u ela1aa 
D.-stic relations •••••• 
Estate •••••••••••••••••• 
Other, civllj •••••••••••• 

Cr1a1nal: 
Felony •••••••• ' ••••••• '"~ 
Kiadeaeanor ............ . 
Otber crt.J.na1 •••••••••• 

Trdf1c: 
DIll/DIll ................ . 
Other adult traffic .... .. 

JUYenil,,: 
Crt.J.aal.-type offenae ••• 
Status affenae •••••••••• 
Other juvenllej ••••••••• 

913 
1,381 
1,246 
2,160 

577 
628 
340 

485 
2,608 

488 
244 

99 

793 
1,928 
1,310 
2,105 

553 
592 
297 

4~6 
2,339 

403 
112 

59 

776 
2,033 
1,381 
1,951 

494 
563 
181 

449 
1,882 

322 
92 
51 

604 
1,772 
1,223 
1,726 

443 
413 
160 

356 
1,721 

240 
60 
3~ 

774 
1,757 
1,173 
1,554 

485 
367 
150 

309 
1,456 

210 
55 
26 

593 
1,680 
l,23~ 
1,634 

379 
342 
157 

297 
1,378 

175 
28 
46 

Boldface headings indicate the claasifJ;!<fations used by the NCSP. 
N/A - This case type is hand}.ed by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

bpartlcular court or reporting system information: 

1,736 
3,958 
3,166 
3,962 

880 
708 
329 

572 
2.583 

382 
116 

92 

1,614 
3,449 
3,224 
3,504 

727 
565 
298 

440 
1,843 

372 
154 
127 

12 to 

....!L 
1,275 
2,283 
2,045 

II 2,787 

648 
435 
304 

286 
1,405 

345 
124 
116 

15 to 

2.L 
1,43; 
2,125 
1,746 
2,473 

709 
541 
335 

243 
1,638 

454 
96 
83 

18 to 

.2L 
1,1,58 
3,235 
2,838 
3,349 

749 
751 
384 

454 
2,013 

264 
82 
58 

Over Average nge 
2i.. .J.!!!.onths) 

Z,120 15.1 
8,866 20.3 

\\5,114 79.4 
10,508 19.9 

1,224 15.2 
1,595 17.1 

534 15.2 

188 8.6 
1,040 9.0 

49 8.4 
12 7.9 
20 9.4 

Statistics' are collected separately by Milwaultee County, which is nO:: a part of the otherwise statewide information system. Milwaukee County 
data wore included in the easeload inventory chart, but no data from Milwaukee County were available for inclusion in the trial, age of 
pending, or ti .... interval charts. 

dCase definition or unit of cOUnt: 
A civil case is counted with the filing of .. petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations or indictments. 
A juvenile disposition 1a counted with tho disposi.t1on of a formal petition. 
A trial ia counted when any,tesUmony is taken. 

iDa;:a are not cOOlplete: 
Pending figures for oI:ber ndnc Yiolat1on, total traff.f.e cases, and srand total cases do not include juvenile traffic cases. 0 
As a result of the existence of tl!O separate statistical information systems (see footnote b), data from the courts in IUlwBukee C\?nty are 

not available to be included in trial, age of pending, ,or ti .... interval charts. 
jRxplanat~on ~~ data included in the category; 

Cases inc:luded in the "other civil" categ,in' for trial, age of pending, snd time interval data are torta, real prClperty rishts, ..,n~ 
health". appeala, I!lltraordinary writa, and otbel' elvll cases for all areas of the sute except for Nilwnukee County (see footnote b). 

Cases included in the 'other juvenile" category for trial, age of pending, and time interval charts are dependency a"li neglect and otber 
jUYen1le CAses for all areDS o( the state mu:ept for Nilwaultee County (see foottiote b). ' 

Sou~ce: Unpublished ~ata supplied by the Office of the Administrator .~ the Courts. Statistics are from the unpublished data except that totals 
have been computed where necessary. 

.. 
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WISCONSIN KURICrPAL JUSTICE COUiTi 
Court of, u.ited jurisdicl:iOll 

219fJcourta, 219 juaUceac 
January 1, 1978 to Deceaber 31, 1978 

Beginning 
pending 

Total criminal......... ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Traffic: 
ParkiDg •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NI A 
Other traffic 'fiolaUoaa: 

Traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Total traffic ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• NI A 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• N/A 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NlA - This case type is handled by tb; court, but the data are unavailable. 

cJudge information: 

Filed 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Disposed 

19,615i 

116,711i 

79,373i 

196,084i 

215,699i , 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

One hundred and sixty three municipal justices reported statistics for 1978. The municipal justice an spends ave~age of 2 1/2 hours on the 
bench and another 3 hours on related court work each week. 

dcase definition or unit of court. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of complaints. 

insta are not cClllplete: 
Data were reported for 163 of the 219 court locations. 

Source: Data were supplied biA:the office of the state court administrator during data verificatioo except that totals have been CClllputed ,where 
necessary. 
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WYOMING COURT SYSTEM, 1978 

(r 

JUSTICE COURT (34) 
34 justices of peace 
Jurisdiction: __ 
- Civil actions und!!r $l,OOO'except 

title,.to real estate. 
- Misdemeanors (fine less than $100, 

s.en,tence less than 6 months), pre
hmmary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route ot appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- General appellate jurisdiction in 

civil and criminal cases from District 
Court. 

- Original jurisdiction to hear extra
ordinary writs. 

DISTRICT COURT (9) 
15 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General jurisdiction in civil. 
- General jurisdiction in criminal. 
- Exclusive juvenile code jurisdiction 

(excluding ordinance and traffic 
Violations). 

Appeals On taped recorcis, 

Jury trials. 

1 
MUNICIPAL COURT (31) 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exc!usive juri,ldiction over municipal 

ordmance violations (fine less than 
$2()0, sentence less than 3 months), 

Jury trials. 

Court 
of last 
resort 

Court of 
general 

jurisdiction 

Courts of 
limited 

jurisdiction 

'Q 
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WYOlIING SIll'IU!HE muar 
Court of last resort 

5 juati"ea 
January 1, 1978 co Dece.ber 31, 1978 

'rr 

------------=-----------------------------------------~------.. B~e:g~i~n;nring~------------~~-----a----------~~----~------------~E~n!d'----
pending Filed Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appea1a: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Crialnal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total appeals .............................................................................................. ,. .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ................................. ~_~ •••••• 

Total other cases ........................................................................... ~ .......... .. 

x 
X 

--X 

x --x-

Total-cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 122 

107 
40 

-W 

10 
-W' 

157 

Manner of disposition 

Opinion •••••••• 97m 

Time intervsl (average months) 

Docketing to maturity •••••••••••••••• 4.0 
Maturity to argument .................................. 2.1, Order.......... 42 
Argument to opinion •••••••••••••••••• 3.2 

Disposition of cases 

Dismissed ••••• ~ • • • • • • • • 42 

X 
X --x 

X 
--X 

147 

X 
X --x 

1I 
--X 

132 

Status of pending cases (12/31/711) 

Not matured .................................................... .. 
Matured ••••••• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Set ., ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Under advisement .............. ,. .......................... .. 

Boldface headings indicate the clas.fifications used by the NCSP. 
X D The data for this case type are known to be included in the total but vere not available by category. 

mInformation on disposition type or trial d"ta: 
The 97 opinions closed 105 cases. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the clerk of the Supreme Court and the Office of the Court Coordinator. Statistics are from the 
unpublished :lata except that totals have been computed where necessary. 

(; 

o 

o 

/ 
4!1 

7 ' 
28 
48 

(I 

i) 

-------------------
/1 

Civild1 
Eatate: 

Probate/willt1/inteatate, 

ImlHIliG DISTRICT mURTi\\ 
Cour!; of general jurl,,,dicr.lon 

9 districta, 15 judges 
January I, 1978 to Deceabe,.; 31, 1978 

Beginni~ 
pending 

Probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• 
Other civil •••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '. 

N/A 
3,808 

Crillinllld : 
l'lilony: 

............................. / ......................... . 3,808£1 

Criminal •• ,. 10 10 •• 10 • 10 '! • " •• ,. ••••• ,. ••• 10 10 10 ,. • ,. ,. •• 10 •••• ~ ...... ,. 10 •••• ,. •• , ~i 

604i To~al criminal 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile 

Grand total 

" 

Civil •••••••••• 
Criainal. ••••••• 

Total ••••••••••• 

.:!!!!l. 
56 
60 

116 

Triald 

Non-jury 
, 2,346 

252 
2,598 

Total 
2,402 

312 
2,714 

Boldface headings indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

N/A 

4,412i 

Civil dispositionsi 

Defac'lt •••••••••• 3,378 
Dismissal •••••••• 3,312 
Other............ 86 

N/A • This case type' is handled by the court but the data are unavailable. 

Filed 

2,1901 
9,393 

11,583 

_1,404 

1,404 

957 

13,944 

X • The data for this case type are known to !Ie included in the total but were not available by category. 

dCase definition or unit of count: 
A civil csse is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
The criminal case unit of count is the number of informations. 

,., The trial definition is not consistent s~atewide. 
illata are not complete: 

Total civ:ll pending and disposed figures do not include any estate data. 

Disposedi 

N/A 
9,178 

9,178i 

l,355i 

l,355i 

N/A 

10,533i 

Criainal dispositions 

443 

\\ 

End 
pendingi 

N/A 
4,023i 

4,023i 

653i 

653i 

N/A 

4,676i 

Guilty plea ••••••••••••• 600 
Dismissal ••••••••••••••• 366 
Other................... 77 

I' Grand total pending and disposlld cases do not include any eatate or juvenile data or cases filed before 1974 for any other case type. 
'lSpacial source or'revision in the data; 

.atate filing figure was supplied by the office of the court coordinstor during data verification. 

Source: Unpublished data supplied by the Office of the Court Coordinator. Statistics are from this unpublished source except that totals hsve 
been computed where necessary, and additional data were supplied by the office of the court coordinator dud'll data verification. 

liYIIIIIRG JUSTICE muar 
Court of lla1ted jurisdiction 

34 courta, 34 :lustices of the peaee 
.January 1, 1!!78 tn Deeeaber 31, 1978 

There were no data available for cases hsndled in the Justice Court for 1978. 

wm~ IIJIIICIPAL miJu 
Court of ll11f.ted jurledictioo 

31 "ourta 
January 1. 1978 to Dac_bar 31, 1978 

There wara no data available for c •• e8 handled in the Huni"ipel Court for 1978. 
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Append!x A: technical discussion of estih,ation procedures , " 

A. Calculation of Missing ana Incomplete Data .. 

'~Least squares 'regression ~:as used to estimate 
the total volume of filings Ilnd dispositions in 
trial and appellate courts for 1978. The proce
dure follo"/ed is similar to the one" that was used ., 
to estimate the national totals for the 1976 and 
1977 editio'ns of the Annual Report. The same or a 
reduced number of independent variablea in eacl~ 

regression equation were used to predict 1978 fil
ings and dispositions as were identi£.illd by the 
extended study conducted for the 19i6 J;\nd 1977 
Annual Reports. The coefficients of each',1 regres
sion equation were estimated, using all complete 
state-level "caseload data. Puerto Rico alid Guam 
were not included in the estimation p't-ocedure or 
in the 1978 estimated national totals that were 
subsequently developed. 

Jf 

past. For those states with no filing data, the 
estimate of the filing figure from equation (1) 
was used as the independent variable in equation 
(2) • 

Whether or not complete'data were available for 
the state, estimates of its filings and disposi
tions were calculated using these equations so that 
the reader can make an evaluation of the quality 
of the." estimation equations. The estimates for 
each ei°tate are given in Table A. These numbers' 
st,'puld be)compared to the actual filings and dis
positions for each ,state that are given in the 
second and third columns of Table 2 in Part I' of 
this report. 

Intermediate Appellate Courts 

Filings = -22.5 + 1.03 x 1977 

Dispo~'ttions -111('+ 1.03 x 

intermediate (3) 
appellate court 
fi.fings 
~ 

197~ 
intermediate 
appellate court 
filings 

As was the case with the court of last resort, 
almost all states reported complete data fot: fil-

Toe criterion~sed to identify which variables 
best predicted the caseload figures was the coef
ficient of variation (R2) which t~ells what per
cent of the variation iIi the variable being pre
dicted is explained by variation in the independent 
variables. The coefficient of variation can have 
any value between 0% and 100%. The c!lmbination of 
independent variables and variable transfonnat:\ons " 
that produced the highest [:2 for each data ele
ment being predicted was chosen as the predictive 
equation for that data element. The equations that 
were developed to' estimate the 1978 national totals 
are <tisc~ssed below. .. _i!!g~ and dispositions in their: intermediate appel

late courts. The me,thod used to estimate the fil
ing and disposition 1Tolume f.or courts of, last re
sort was used here, also. Of the 27 states with 
intermediate appellate courts in 1978, only two 
did l"ot report complete filing data and two did 
not ~;;port disposition data. Population figures 
were co also rejected as acceptable for estiniatiJ:1g 
filing figures for ''intermediate appellate court~.' 
(Th'4 R2 value W/lS '22%. ) Previous year filings 
were found to be good'~ predictors of" current year 
filings ,(R2 value of 99%) "for f,intermediate ap
pellate{ c()llr!;s, as was found with courts of last 
resort. The new predictive equation (3) was 'cal
culated using,ddata from 24 states. Data from the 
new intermediete ~,ppel1at'e court in Kansas, the 
Court of ~ppeals, ~ere not included in the estima
tion of equation (3) since that court' was created 
during 1977 and therefore only had filirlg "data for 
the 6-month period. 

Appellate Courta 

Courts of last resort: 

Filings -2.5 + 1.04 x 1977 court of last 
resort filings 

',I 

Dispositions 75 + .90 x 1978 court of (2) 
~ last resOrt filings 

The number of missing data poi'ats that it was 
necessary to estim'ate with this pair of equations \I 

w~s smail'. COlllplete filing dat.a were supplied by 
1r',42 of the 51 pc;>ssible states and dispositions were 
,.1 given for 45. Only two states were unable to sup

'ply complete data for either' filings or disposi-
tions. 

In previoi.ls y.ears, appellate filings were found 
to be c'losely related to population figures. 'The 
coefficient between est:,imates of, 1976 population 
and filings in the court of las!: 'resor!: in 1976 was 
.90; the R2 value in 1976 was 81%. In ,1977 it 
dropped to 54%. But for' 1978 it dropped even 
lQwer,to 'h5%. This value was judged to be unac
,eeptably lot~, so another variable to predict cur-

(J rent yearap,pellate filings ~as needed. CUrrent 
year appellate filings were found to be c1o~'ely 
related to appellate filings ,for the preceeding 
year. U.sing 1977 filings in courts of last resort 
to predict 1978 filings, we calculated an R2 
value of 98%. The ,new predictive equation for 
filings in court's of last re,sort is given as e'qua
tion(l) and wasuiled !:o estimate fil/)lg figures 

~,for the nine' stat~~s that provi~ed incomplete 
,data. DispbBj.tions were estimated from current 
year filing figures. ,as they had been done in the 

The state-by-sta~e estim~tes for filing and 
dispositions in intermediate appellate cour!:s, 
based on equations (3) and (4), are given in .Table 
A. 'rhey may be compared to the actual data given 
in columns eight and nine ~f Table 2 in:; Part I of 
this report. 

if 
Trial Courts 

Data. for trial courts were es~,imated by case 
category: dvil, criminal,traf!ij.c, and juve
nile. Far fewer states reported complete data for 
general and for limited jurisdiction courts than 
for app~llate courts. 0. As a result, the estimates 
of theriational totals of cases filed and. disposed 
in trial courts are not as accura~e as thosegiv~n 
for appellate courts. 

: Preceding page. blank 
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TABLE A: Estimates of filings and dispositions in courts of last rescfrt and intermediate appellate courts in 1978 by state 
,> 

" 
Court(s) of 

State Filed 

Alabama •••• '~ ••••.••••••••••.•• 848 

Alaska ••.••••••. ••••••••••• ;' •• 637 

Arizona ••••••• ••••••••••••••• • 1,003 
Arkansas •••••••••.••••••••••••• 721 

California •••••••••••.•••• ~··· 4,013 /;" 

Colorado ••••••••••• ; •••.•• ;" ••• 764 
Connec ticu t •.•••• , •.•••.•••• , •. ~' 906 

Delaware ••.••••.•••••• ·;······ • '377 
District of Columbia •••••• •••• 1,409 

Florida ••••••••.•• ··••••••••• • 2,348 

Georgia ••••••••••••. ••••••••• • 1,558 

Hawaii .•••••••• • •• ·•••••·•••• • 327 

Idaho •..••• •••·•••••••• .,:y •••• 388 

Illinois •••••••••••• ••••••••• • 1,186 

Indiana ••••••••••••• ••••••••• • 494 
Iowa •..••••••••••••. '~ •••.••.•• 1,282 
Kansas •.•••••••.•••.•••••••••. (b) 
Kentucky ••.••••.•••••••••••••• " 480 
Louisiana ••••• ;' •••••••••••••.• 2,361 

Maine •••••••• •··••••••••••••• • 393 
Maryland •••.•••.•••••••• •••• •• 580 
Massachusetts •••.•••••.••••••• 1,374 
Michigan •.••••.••••••••••••. • • 1,565 

Minnesota .•.•••••••• ·•·••·••• • 1,042 
MississiEEi •••••.••.••••••••••• 829 
Missouri •..••••••••••.••..•••.• 693 

Montana .••••••••• ·········,·· • 487 

Nebraska •••••••••••• •••• 1 ••••• 
635 

Nevada ••••••••• ••••••••••••·• • 1,137 

New Hameshire ••••••••••••••••• 326 

New Jersey ••••.•••.•••• ' •••..•• 1,657 

New Mexico •• ''0 ••••••••••••••••• 657 

New york ••••••••••.•• ••••••·• • 3,514' 

North Carolina •••••••••••• •· •• 483 

last resort 

Diseosed 

672 
639 

1,070 
598 

3,668 
839 
886 
398 

1,234 
2,528 
1,423 

410 
379 

1,194 
,'1 492 

~ 
1,409 

(b) 
765 

2,228 ~ 453 
599 

1,305 
1,540 
1,075 

768 
625 
538 
643 

\\ 
998 
352 

1,558 
66,0 

3,2'21 
559 

Intermediate appellate courts 

Filed 

1,223a 

2,096' 

11,873 
1,189 

9,998 
2,227 

4.,553 
936 
391 
(b) 

.2,010 
2,512 

I , 62~;c/:--
1,22d 

j;?;S,476 
;7 

2,242 

6,204 
616 

9,330a 

1,137 

Disposed 

1,201a 

2,139 

12,610 
1,'042-

9,749 
1';951 

4,437 
812 
270 
705f~ 

1,Wa' 
/:if,'349 
;:Y --

1,584 
971 

5,300 

2,21'4 

6,176 
444 (I 

9,509a \\ 
1,461 

" 
·---"""8:-",-::"2""'87,.-------,-:;7,-,'66"9.---o 'j) North Dakota •••••••.•••• ••••• • 1,91 246 

'Ohio ••••••••••• • •••••••••••••• 1,579 2,243 

Oklahoma ••••••.•••.••••• ·.·.'· • 2,086a 

Oregon ••••••.•••••••• •••••••• • 921 
P,ennsylvania •..••••••••• ' ••••• 1,613 

Rhode Island •••••.••.•••••••••• 443 

South Carolina ••..••••••••••• (/ 505 

South Dakota •••••••••••.••••. :) 298, 

Tennessee ••••••••••.•• ••••••• • 914 

Texas •.••..••.. ·••••••• ·r···· 5,971a 

Utah ••••••••••••••••••••• 1 ••••• 659 
Vermont .••.••••.••.•••.•••• •·• • 377 
Virginia •••.•••••••••••••••••• 2,013 
Washington •••••••••••••• "'., ••• 663 

West Virginia ••••••••.••. : •••• 898 

Wisconsin •••••••••••• •••••••• • 940 
Wyoming •••••••••• '; •••••••••••• 150 

828a 

755 
1,540 

473 
714 
325 
803 

5,395a 

634 
396 

1,728 
660 
713 
916 
2.15 

388 351 
~ 2,450 3,091 
. 6,603a 6,697a 

o 

l,545a 

2,059 

2,086 

1,357a 

2,128 

2,047 

_ = Not ,app1icab~e. These st~tes do not have an intermediate appellate court. 

aData for the two courts of last resort in Oklahoma and in Texas ~nd for the two intermediate c.;::, 
appellate courts in Alabama, New York, P.ennsylvania, and Ten,nessee were added to'gether 
before they were an·alyzed.· ,. - . 

~hese data from Kansas were not included in the analysis and no estimates were made for them. 4n 
intermediate appellate court was created in the middle of i977, so intermediate appellal:e c'ourt 
data for 1977 represented only 6 months of activ"i,ty. The jurisdiction of the Kansas court of 
last resort was ,changed as a result d'f the creation of the new court, So those 4ata between the 
two years were' not comparable. Actual data reported for these courts were \lsed in the 
calcu.lation. of the) national total filing "and;disposition figures. 
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civil: 

Filings 11,190 + .056 x total state 
expenditures 

(5) 

Dispositions -10,310 + .98 x trial court (6) 
civil filings 

Equation (5) is based on data from 21 states, 
while eq!;lation (10) is based on data from only 
14. Data from California were excluded "from equa
tion (6) when a graph of the da);a demonstrated 
that the relationship between filin~s and disposi
tions in California was very diffefent from the 
relationship that existed in other states. Since 
the filing and disposition volume in California is 
much greater than it is in other states, it would 
have had an 'undue h,fluence on the estimates had 
it been included in equat ion' (6) • Including Cali
fornia would artificially increase the R2 value 
but would also increase the error in the estimate 
of the number of \filings in all of the other 
states. Therefore, California was excluded from 
the development of equation (6) and no estimate of 
civil d:lspositions in California is given in Table 
B. 

The estimates of the volume of c iv:i,l filings 
'and dispositions in trial courts in all states but 
California are given in Table B. These figures 
may be compared to columns eighteen and ninet~,en 
in Table 18 in Part I of this volume. 

criminal: 

Fili~gs 34,768 + .037 x total state 
,population 

Pispositions 231 + .92 x trial court (8) 
criminal filings 

Equation (7) was based on data from 17 states, 
whi Ie -. equation (8) was based on data from 15 
states. 

The estimates of criminal filings and disposi
tions for all states ar~ given in Table B and may 
be comp'ared to columns eighteen and nineteen in 
Table 30 in Part I of this voiume. - . 

Traffic: D 

Filings = 4,484 + • .26"x state popUlation (9) 
living within standard 

'<"'- metropolitan statisti
cal areas (SMSA pop) 

Dispositions'" 7,485 + .93 x trial court" (10) 
traffi-: filings 

The procedure,: used to estimate the number of 
traffic cases filed and disposed during 1978 was a 
modification of that used for 1976. A few states 
include parking cases as '8 part of their traffic 
caseloadj most do not. In order to 'prevent those 
few ~t~tes that include parking cases from inflat
ing the estimates for states that do not 'include 
parking cases in. their caseload, parking cases 
were subtracted from th~J traffic caseload where 
possible before the regression equation was e'Sti
mated!? The states rep~:rting complete traffic data 
from which parking cases' could be' eliminated were 
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California, Hawaii, Illinois, and New Jersey. 
Eqt-1at'io'n (9) was estimated with complete traffic 
fi.'fling data (minus parking cases) from 17 stiltes, 
while, equation (10) was est imated with complete 
dispositions minus flarking cases from 14·. The 
estimates given for traffic cases in Table Bare 
for all traffic cases except p,trking. When the 
estimates of the number of tr~ffic cases filed and 
disposed during 1978 were calculated, all known 
parking data ".' were added back into the total, 
whether they were complete or not. Since the data 
estimated and giveii in Table, B do not include all 
traffic cases, they are not directly comparable to 
any of the tables contained in Part I of this 
report. 

Juvenile: 

Filings = -7,578 + 20.9 xJSMSA pop (11) 

Dispositions = 5,712 + .95 x trial court (12) 
juvenile filings 

Complete juvenile data were reported by more 
states than were data for any other category of 
trial court cases. Filing estimates were based on 
data from 33 states; disposition estimates were 
based on data from 22. However, theR2 value 
for measuring the adequacy of 'che estimat'ion equa
tion was lower for' juvenile filings than it was 
for any of the other equations. This is probably 
a reflection of the different way es,ch state counts 
juvenile cases. Equation (11) produced negat':ve 
estimate's of the numbers of the case filings for 
two states, because of the large negative inter
cept term and the s1,Dall number of people who live 
in SMSAs' in those two states. When calculating 
the estimate of the total t.amber of juvenile cases 
filed, complete data were available for both of 
the states, so the national total estimate was un
effected by tho"e two estimates. 

B. Calculation of the Estimates of National Totals 

For each of the twelve categories of dat~ 
represented above by an est imation equation, an 
estimate >:of the national total volume was calcu
lated. The best' estimate of the individual figure 
for each of the twelve categories of data was 
identified for each state. Complete data were 
used when they were available. Where complete 
data were not available, the estimate of the 
actual figure that was generated by the appropr~j
ate estimation equation was used. Actual figures 
or estimates for all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia were added together to produce the esti
mates of the national totals. For traffic filings 
and dispositions, parking cases that had been re
moved from analysis at earlier stages of the esti
mation procedure as discussed above were added in
to the total of other traffic cases to produce the 
estimates of filings and dispositions for all 
traffic cases. Finally, the: estimates of total 
filings were added together by level of court to 
produce estimates of the total number of cases 
filed in, all appellate courts "and i.n all trial 
courts. Total dispositions for appellate and 
trial courts\\ were produced in a similar manner. 
The estimates of caseload volume 'for appellate 
courts is given in Table I and for trial courts in 
Table 14 in Part I of this volume. ' 

I~l~; ".~ 
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TABLE B: Estimates of filings and dispositions of civil, criminal, traffic, and juvenile cases in trial courts in 1978 
by state 

Traffica Juvenile 

~ ttlt~ __________________ ~ile<! ___ Disposed ____ ..!:!±~ __ Disposed _____ ~_~led ___ J!.ispose<! _____ Jiled __ Dispo~ 

Alabama .............. , 178,848 165,070 176,322 161,825 597,420 562,3/,8 24,282 23,202 
Alaska..... .....•. .•.. 95,132 13,127 49,573 18,802 50,488 87,866 1,296 1,238 
Adzona............... 133,492 120,593 127,734 117,296 453,020 428,234 20,132 19,237 
Arkansas.......... .••• 96,034 83,861 117,507 107,923 219,679 211,515 11,615 8,769 
California ....••...••. 1,447,394 (b) 877,997 728,532 (b) (b) 87,392 100,547 
C,olorado .....•...... :-:- -- 1.5J~801---TI4;-rsr- - 136,927----r2S;nr- 556,272 524,T.n- ~sr- 16,036 
C:onnecticut. ..••...•.• 231,819 193,199 '149,037 83,797 705,273 307,242 27,059 14,193 

g~;~;~~~·~f·~~i~~bi~:: 16~:~!~ l!r:~~~ ~~:~6~ ~~:~~~ i~~:~:~ 1;~:~:; ,,~:~~~ ::~~~ 
Florida ..•.... ,........ 372,681 457,992 371,927 302,699 1,891,145 1,988,967 .;.,b~'254 ~? !.2.§.~ 
Georgia.:-~:-~:-::-:-:- 223,188 208,550 229,930 210,955 743,609 698,123 '> 2.,,993 7:,338 
Hawaii. ... ..•••.....•. 106,358 22,693 69,067 37,257 188,499 189,564 ',C:: ::~,'),n~- 7,411 
Idaho. ..... ...•.. ..•.. 52,766 36,927 68,403 27,009 43,587 205,64~ " "604 7,563 
Illinois.............. 551,734 666,017 456,918 474,941 2,341,981 2,390,103 55,681 27,885 
Indiana............... 215,516 201,027 235,838 216,370 971,328 909,621 33,106 23,302 
Iowa:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-~~ --162,319---130;718-- --14z~9---- 162,469--- --z79;739-J:84,"sn:- -- 14,129 5,919 
Kansas................ 129,431 116,611 120,904 111,036 282,039 255,595 14,220 24,816 
Kentucky.............. 176,761 152,465 168,088 187,063 407,783 231,430 18,698 32,597 
Louisiana............. 223,978 209,324 185,146 169,912 644,702 606,262 25,528 24,393 
Hain~~~~~~~ __ 76,234 ___ 6~ ~!.~ ____ 69,82~ _____ ~,122 __ ~~ 2,859 5,112 
Haryland.............. 358,916 341,646 190,278 126,081 900,789 642,059 31,594 23,377 
Hassachusetts......... 474,449 454,939 246,803 226,419 1,270,862 1,187,818 38,983 50,747 
Hichigan.............. 546,826 525,912 374,511 343,460 1,913,636 1,784,804 49,591 47,386 
Hinnesota............. 253,933 238,699 182,635 167,611 663,359 623,590 26,007 24,850 
Hississippi........... 118,769 106,155 126,627 116,281 169,075 164,516 9,208 8,799 
Missouri. .. :-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:- --l9O~4f2---1 72,947- -214, 608 --196,913--- ---7<)4,"980--- 745, fJ35 -2 9,209 --17;7157 
Hontana. .... ...•. ....• 55,925 44,530 63,825 58, 725 5~,,043 56,749 1,539 1,471 
Nebraska.............. 87,403 60,041 92,401 84,914 .... .18),')132 77,571 9,910 4,469 
Nevada. ... ... ..... .••. 57,392 45,969 61,314 56,424 '1'4Z~495 139,829 7,793 7,446 
New Hampshire......... 55,982 44,586 67,775 62,345, 75,502 86,896 4,199 4,102 
NewJersey.~~ 440,263 446,342 -306,356- 345;054 1,723,232-1:07s;888 46,666 88,272 
New Hexico... .•.•••••• 74,034 62,288 80,993 74,459 109,015 87,990 5,799 3,64'2 
New Yo~k ••....••...... 1,541,152 1,500,958 4,381,058 4,015,348 4,013,447 3,735,037 75,266 71,919 
North Carolina........ 340,131 318,528 246,655 379,356 649,302 765,225 25,647 20,667 
~~~~ __ ~~~ __ 37,4~~ ____ ~!.~ _____ !l2~__ _ 61,989 __ 65,O~ ____ 2d~~~~~ 
Ohio.................. 504,573 592,994 433,326 39,938 2,192,725 2,044,013 (b) 201,176 
Oklahoma.............. 141,446 128,393 142,318 130,66" 414,428 392,391 18,913 7,779 
Oregon................ 155,493 142,167 127,439 117,025' 375,580 356,311 17;627 14,004 
Pennsylvania.......... 588,628 400,933 472,831 433,567 2,418,142 2,253,372 56,703 35,703 
Rhode Island.......... 83,8~9 71,913 70,101 64,477 224,279 2~5,787 11,820 11,294 
Sout~caro1ina::::-::-:-:- ---rJ~ 119,76S--- ---r4'i;044- 134,993 364,590 346,103 -17,251 16,434 
South Dakota.......... 48,253 37,007 60,207 55,409 54,066 57,699 1,635 1,562 
Tennessee............. 273,000 257,396 199,508 183,075 702,973 660,382 27,002 25,801 
Texas................. 509,030 488,849 533,122 488,822 2,653,528 2,471,991 59,764 57,106 
Utah •....•.....••••••. ___ .26,62~ ____ ~,83~ ____ ~~~ __ 1,8,2~ ______ ~~~ ___ ~~ __ 2~~~ ___ 22,328 
Vermo~:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:- 39,735 11,623 53,155 17,890 4,484 73,539 0 1,048 
Virginia.............. 348,593 507,928 299,587 310,844 866,797 846,760 (b) 121,074 
Washington............ 215,516 162,694 178,242 127,871,690,194 1,243,105 26,684 16,632 
West Virginia...... ...'101,789 89,505 105,656 97,062 175,975 170,924 9,556 5,843 
Wisconsin............. 299,176 174,442 205,747 188,792 756,388 709,992 28,300 26,352 
Wyo~!~.:.~:.~.:.:.~.:.~~~~!.--__ 2.~~~ __ ~~, 82~ ______ 2.0' 681 _____ 46 ~~~ _____ ~~L __ 2~~~ _________ ~ ____ 914 

aTraffic estimates do not include parking cases. 
bNo estimates are given for these figures since they were not included in the predictive equation. The actu~l num~~rg 

were used for the compilation of the 1978 estimates of the natiolllll filing totals for these types of cases. 

---------

I 

r 

'

1 
! 

All the repc1rted est imates of the national 
total caseload f~gures given in Tables 1 and 14 
are actually the midpoints of ranges of numbers 
each of whi.;h contain the actual number it i~ 

"meant to est;.mat.e. As such. the estimates are 
reported as round: numbers in Tables 1 and 14 and 
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should be considered as "ballpark" estimates of 
th: actual data. They may be compared to the mid
p01nts of the ranges that were reported as esti
mates o~ the total .:aseload in trial and appellate 
c?Urts.1n the 1976 Annual Report and to the nuulbers 
g1ven 1n the 1977 Annual Report. 

" ' 



452 

Appendix B: Sources of 1978 state court case~oad statistics 
COURTS OF 

STATE LAST RESORT 

Alabama ••••• Annual Report, 1978 
(unpublished) 
(The AdmlnlsTr.Tlve Director 
of T~~ Courts) 

AI.sk • •••••• AI.sk. Court System, 1978 
Ann.u::1 Report (Administrative 
Oll"'ector of the Courts) and 
memo from clerk To Justices 
of Suprene CourT ent I Tied 
"Supreme Court ActIvIty 1978" 

ArIzona ... ••• The Arlzonll Courts, 1978 
Judicial Report (Arizona 
Supreme Court) 

Arkansas •••• Fourteenth Annual Report. 1978 
Judicial St.tlstlcs (Executive 
Secretary, Jud 1 c' a I Depart
ment) 

Call fornla •• 1979 Annual Report of the 
Admlnlstr.tlve Office of the 
Callfornl. Courts (Judicial 
Council of Co Ilforn la) ond 
unpublished data provided by 
the Adm I n I strot I ve Off I ce of 
the Courts 

Colorado •••• Annual StaTistic,.! Ii.port of 
the Colorado Judiciary 1971-78 
IOfflce of the State Court 

Connecticut • 

Delaware •••• 

Adm r n I str ator) 

BIennial Report of the Con
nectIcut JudIcIal Department 
1976-1978 (Chief CourT Admini
sTrator, Judicial DeparTment) 

1978 Annua I Report of the 
Delaware Judlcll'lry (DIrector, 
Administrative Office of The 
Courts) 

District of 1978 Annu.1 Report (JoinT 
Columbl. •••• CommIttee on Judlcl.1 Admlnl

sTr.tlon In the District of 
Columbia and Executive Officer) 

Florida ••••• Florida Judlcl.1 System Sta
tistical Report 1978 (Office 
of State Courts Admlnlstratprc) 
and Supreme Court of F lorr de·\ 
January and June Terms, 1978 
(unpublished) (Clerk of the 
Supreme Court) 

Georgi. ••••• Unpublished d.t. provided by 
the Clerk pf the Supreme CourT 
and "Ana I ys f 5 of the clIses and 
enumeratIons of error decided 
by tt,e Supreme Court of 
Georgi." (J.A. WelnTr.ub and 
P.A. Meriwether) 

Guam •••••••• 

INTERMEDIATE 
APPE~LA TE COURTS 

AnnUli I Report, t 978 
(unpublished) 
(The AdminiSTrative Dlr~r.tor 
of the Courts) and unpublish
ed dat. provided by the clerk 
of the Court of Civil Appe.ls 
.nd 1-he Court of Criminal 
Appe.ls 

The Arizona Courts, 1978 
JUdicial Report (Arizona 
StJpreme Court) 

1979 Annu.1 Report of the 
Administrative Office of the 
Callfornla CouMsTJua','cl.1 
Couner I n~ ~I Ifornla) and 
unpublished data provided by 
the Administrative Office of 
the Courts 

Annu.1 StatlsTlc.1 Report of 
the Colorado Judlcl.ry 
1977-78 IOfflce of The St.te 
~dm'nlstrator) 

GENERAL 
JURISDICTION COU'lTS 

Annual !leport, i978 
(unpublished) 
<The Adm I n I stroT I ve 0 I rector 
of the Courts) 

Aloska Court System, 1978 
Annu.1 Report (Admlnlstr.tlve 
Director of the Courts) 

The ArIzona Courts, 1978 
Judlcl.1 Report (Arlzon. 
Supreme Court) 

LIMITED 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

Annuol ReporT, 1978 
(unpublished) 
<The Admlnlstr.tlve 
o lrector of the Courts) 

Alaska Court System, 1978 
Annu.1 Report (Admlnls
tr.tlv .. Director of the 
Courts) 

The Arlzon. Courts, 1978 
Judlcl.1 Report (Arlzon. 
Supreme Court) 

Fourteenth Annu.1 Roport, t 978 Fourteenth Annu.1 Report, 
Judlcl.1 StatiSTics (Execu- 1978 JUdlcl.1 St.tlsTlcs 
tlve Secr~tllry, JudJcllll (ExecutIve Secretllry, 
DeparTment) Judlcl.1 Dep.rTment) 

1979 Annu.1 Report of the 
Administrative Office of the 
C.llfornl. Courts (Judlcl.1 
Councl' of CalifornIa) and !/ 
unpub) Ished d.t. provided b)':' 
the Administrative Office of 
the Courts 

AnnU.' St.tlstlcal Report of 
The Color.do Judiciary, 
1977-78 (Office of the St.te 
~dmlnl str.tor> 

8lennl.1 Report of the Con
necticut Judicial Dep.rtment 
1976-78 (Chief Court Admlnl
str.tor, Judlcl.1 Dep.rTmenT) 
.nd unpublished dot. provided 
by the Office of the Chief 
Court Adm I n I strator 

1978 Annu.1 Report of the 
Del •• are Judiciary (DIrector, 
Admlnlstr.tlve Office of the 
Courts) 

1976 AnnUa' Report (Joint 
Committee on Judlcl.1 Admini
stration In The District of 
Columbl •• nd Executive 
Officer) 

1979 Annu.1 Report of the 
Administrative Office of 
the c.1I forn I. Courts 
(Judlcl.1 Council of 
Callfornl.) .nd 
un pub II shed d.t. prov I ded 
by the Administrative 
Off I ce Cit the Courts 

Annual st.{ilstlc.' Report 
of the Col';".do Judlcl.ry, 
1971-78 (Office of the 
StiiteCOurt Admlnlstr.tor) 

Blennl.1 Report of the 
Connecticut Judlcl.1 De
p.rtment 1976-78 (Chief 

.. J Court Adml n I strator. 
Jud I c 1.1 Dep.rtment) and 
unpub II shed d.h prov I ded 
by the Off I co of the 
Chief AdmlnlsTr.tor 

1978 Annu.1 Report of the 
Del.w.re Judlcl.ry 
IOlrector, Admlnlstr.tlve 
Office of the Courts) 

Florid. Judlcl.1 SysTem St.... Florid. Judlcl.1 System St .... Florid. Judlcl.1 System 
St.tlstlc.1 Report 1978 
10ff Ice of St.t.. Courts 

Tlstlc.1 Report 1978 (Office tlstlcal Report 1978 (Office 
"f State Courts AdmlnlsTr.tor) of St.te Courts Admlnlstr.tor) 

Unpublished d.t. provided by 
the Clerk of the Court of 
Appe.ls 

Fifth Annu.1 Report 
(Admlnl.tr.tlve Office of the 
Courts) 

1978 Annu.1 Report (Superler 
Court'of Gu.m) 

Fifth Annual Report 
(Administrative Office of 
the Court.) 

I -- Indicates th.t The st.te has no court aT this level. (continued on next p.~e) 
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" , 
COURTS OF ! J I NTERMED I ATE GENERAL LI M ITED 

STATE LAST RESORT 'I APPELLATE COURTS JURISDICTION COURTS JURISDIcTION COURTS 
--------------~.,~':-----.:.:.....:.::::.::.::..=~-----..:::.:.:..:.::.:.::.:.:..:.:.:....::=:.:..---.--==:.:.::::.:.:::-=:=::.::..--

H ••• II •••••• STate of HawaII: Annual Report 
1977-1978 (Administrative 
o I rector of the Courts) 

Idaho ••••••• The Id.ho Courts 1978 Annual 
Report .nd Appendix (Admini
STrative Office of the Courts) 

illinois ..•. 

IndIana ...... 

lowlI •••••••• 

Kansas ••••• ~ 

1978 Annu.1 Report of the 
Supreme Court of Illinois 
(Admlnlstr.tlve Office of the 
Illinois Courts) 

1978 Indl.n. Judlcl.1 Report 
(Division of St.te Court 
Admin I stratlon) 

1978 .nd 1979 A"ntJol St.t I s
t I c.1 Resports (Court 
Administrator of ,The Judicial 
Deparj'ment) 

Annua I Report on the Courts of 
Kansas, Ju I y I, 1977 through 
June 30, 1978 (Office of 
Judicial Admlnlstr.tlon) 

Kentucky •••• Annu.1 Report, 1978 
(Administrative Office of the 

Louisiana ••• 

Courts) 

Jud I c lal Counc II Annual Report 
with 1978 Statistics .nd 
R<>lated D.t. (Judlcl.1 Admin
IsTrator) 

M.lne ••••••• A~nu.1 Report 1978 (Adminis
Trative Office of the Courts) 

Maryland •••• Annual Report 1977-78 
(Administrative Office of the 

"Mlissachusetts 

Courts) 

Unpubllshed d.t. supplled by 
the Supreme Judlcl.1 Court 

~llchlg.n •••• Annual Report 1970-79 
(St.te Court Administrator> 

Minnesota ••• 

MIssissippi. 

UnpUblished d.t. supplied by 
the Office of the State Court 
Admlnlstr.tor 

12th .nd 13th Annu.1 St.tls
tlc.1 Reports 1977, 1978 
(ExecutIVe AssIstant, Supren:e 
Court) 

1978 Annual ReporT of The 
Supre"", CourT of Illinois 
(Admlnlstr.tlve Offlc" of the 
illinois Courts) 

1978 Indl.". Judlcl.1 Report 
IOlvlslon of St.te CourT 
Admin I str.tlon) 

1978 Annual STatlsTlc.1 
Report (Court Adm I n I strator 
~ Judlcl.1 DeporTment) 

Annua I Report on the Courts 
of Kansas, Ju Iy 1, 1977 
through June 3D, 1978 IOfflca 
of Judlcl.1 Admlnlst':-atlon) 

Annu.1 Report, 1978 
(Admlnlstr.tlve Office of 
the Courts) 

Judlcl.1 Council Annu.1 
Report with 1978 STatistics 
.nd Related D.t. (Judicial 
Adm I n I strator) 

Annua' Report 1977-78 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Unpub II shed d.t. supp II ed by 
the Supreme Judicial Court 

Annu.1 Report 1978-79 (State 
Court Administrator) 

-- I nd I c.tes that the st.te h.s no CO"Jrt at th I s I eve I 

STote of Howoll: Annu'.' STate of HawaII: Annu.1 
ReporT 1977-78 (Admin I stratlve Report 1977-78 (Admin I s-
Director of the Courts) .nd tr.tlve Director of the 
unpubllsth.'<i dl!t~ provided by Courts) 
the Office of the 
Adml"Js~rlltlve Director 

I d.ho Courts 1978 Annu.1 
Report (Admlnlstr.tlve Office 
of the Courts) 

1978 Annu.1 Report of the 
Supreme Court of illinois 
(Administrative Office of the 
Illinois Courts) 

1978 Indl.na Judicial Report 
(Division of State Court 
Admin I stratlon) 

1978 Annual StatiSTical 
ReporT. 10'. Judiciary (Court 
Administrator of the JUdicial 
Department) 

Annua I Report on the Courts 
of K.nsas. July 1,1977 
through June 3D, 1978 IOfflce 
of Judicial Administration) 

Annu.1 ReporT 1978 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Judlcl.1 Council An.u.1 
Report with 1978 Statistics 
.nd Rel.ted Data (Judicial 
AdmIn I stra1'or) 

Annu.1 Report 1978 (Admlnls
Tr.tlve Office pf the Courts) 

Annu.1 Report 1977-78 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts) 

Annu.1 Report--The Office of 
the Chief Administrative Jus-

1978 Indian. Judlcl.1 
Roport IOlvlslon of St.te 
Court Adm I n I strot I on) 

Not available 

Annua' ReporT. 1977 
(Administrative Office of 
the Courts) 

JUdicial Council Annual 
Report wiTh 1978 Statls
~elated Data 
(Judlcl.1 'Administrator) 

Annu.1 Report 1978 
(Admlnlstr.tllre Office of 
the Courts) 

Annual ReporT 1971-78 
(Administrative Office of 
the Courts) 

Annu.1 Report--The Office 
of the Chief Admlnlstra-

tlce of the Trial Court, 1978 tlve Justice of the Trial 
(Chief Administrative JUSTice) Court, 1978 and 1979 (Chief 

'Administrative Justice) 

Annu.1 Report 1977-78 (State 
Court Admin I str.tor) " 

Unpub II shed data supp II ed by 
the Off Ice of the State CourT 
Arlmlnlstrator 

First Annu.1 Report 
"(MississippI Judlcl.l) 
Council 

Annu.1 Report 1977-78 
(St.te Court 
Admlnlstator> 

Unpub II shed d'at. supp II ed 
by the Off I ce of The 
State CotJrt Administrator 

First Annu.1 Report 
(Mississippi JUdicial 
Council ) 

(continued on next p.ge) 

il 
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Sources of 1978 state court caseload statistics (continued) 
STATE 

MIssouri 

COURTS CF 
LAST RESORT 

Judicial Department of 
MissourI Annual StatIstical 
Report 1978, .(Off I ce of the 
State Court Administrator> 

f.bntana ••••• 1978 Annual Report (M::>nta!l8 

SUpreme Court> 

Nebraska •••• The Courts of Nebri!lska 1978 
(Off I ce of the State Court 
Administrator> and unpublished 
dota provided by the Clerk 

, - of the Supreme Court 

UnpUblished data provided by 
the Administrative Office of 
the Courts 

New Hampsh 1 re SeventeenTh B I enn I a I Report 
of the Judl=lal Council of the 
state of New Hempsh Ire 
·(Ch.lrman, JUdicial Council> 

New Jersey •• Annu.1 Report 1977-78 
(Administrative Director of 
the Courts) 

New Mexico •• Annual Report 1978 (Judicial 
Department of the State of 
New Mexico} 

New York •••• First Annual Report 1979 
(Chief Administrator of the 
Courts) 

North 
ellrol fna 

Supreme Court Case load 
Statistics, Spring Term 1978:: 
Fall Term 1978 (unpublished) 
(Cf!"f"k, of Supreme Court) ~\ 

North Dakota. Ann". I Reports, 1977, 1978 
(North Dakota JUdicial 
Council> 

Ohio •• •••••• Ohio courts Summary 1978 
(Office of the Administrative 
Director> 

Oklahoma .... Rerert on the Judiciary 197B 
(Administrative Director of 
the Courts> 

Oregon •••••• 25th Annual Report Relating to 
Judicial Administration In the 
Courts of Oregon, 1978 
IOff I ce of the State Court 
Administrator> 

INTERMm I ATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

Judicial Department of 
Missouri Annual Statistical 
Repc,rt 1978 (Off I ce of thd 
Stete Court Administrator> 

Annu. I Report 1977-78 
(Administrative Director of 
the Courts) 

Annual Report 1978 (Judicial 
Department of the State of 
New Mexico} 

First Annual Report 1979 
(Chief Admlnlstrotor of the 
Courts) 

G:NERAL 
JUR I SO I CT I ON COURTS 

Judi cia I Department of 
Missouri Annual Statistical 
Report 1978 (Off I ce of the 
State Court Admlnlstratod 

1978 Annual Report 
(Montana Supreme Court) 

The Courts of Nebraska 1978 
(Off Ice of the State Court 

LIMITED 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

Ii 
I, 

judicial Department of 
Missouri Annu'l Statisti
cal Report 1978 (Off Ice 
of the State Court 
Administrator> 

Not available 

The Courts of Nebrask8 
~ (Office of the st.te 

Administrator> and unpubllsh.d Court Administrator> and 
data prov I ded by the Off Ice unpub II shed data prov I ded 
of the State Court Admlnls- by the Office of the State 
trator Court Administrator 

Unpub II shed data prov I ded br Not avallab I e 
the Clerk of the 2nd District 

Seve·)teenth Biennial Report 
of the Judicial Council of 
the State of New Hampshire 
(Chairman, Judlcl al Councl J) 

Annu.1 Report 1977-78 
(Administrative Director 
of the Courts) 

Annual Report 1978 (Judicial 
Department of the State Qf 
N~w Mexico) 

First f,nnual Report 1979 
(Chief Administrator of the 
Courts> 

Seventeenth B f enn I a J 

Report of the Judicial 
C~uncll of the State of 
New Hampshire (Chllirman, 
Judicial Council) 

Annu.1 Report 1977-78 and 
Proceed I ngs I n the 
MunJclpel Courts. Sept I. 
1977 to Aug. 31, 1978 
(Administrative Director 
of the Courts) 

Annua I Report. 1978 
(Judicial Department of 
the State of flex I co) 

First Annual Report 1979 
(Chief Administrator of 
the Courts) 

North Carolina Courts 1978 North Carolina Courts 1978 North Carolina Courts 1978 
(AdmInistrative Office of the (Administrative Office of the (AdminIstrative Office of 
Courts) and unpUblished date Courts> the Courts> 
from Clerk of Court of Appeal s 

Ohio Courts Summary 197B 
(Office of the Administrative 
Director> 

Report on the Judiciary 1978 
(Admlnlstr.tlve Director of 
the Courts) 

25th Annual Report Relating 
to Judicial Administration In 
the Courts of Oregon, 1978 
(Office of the State Court 
Administrator) 

Annub I Report. 1978 
(North Dakota JUdicial 
Council) 

Oh I 0 Courts SUlmi;;ry 1978 
(Office of the Administrative 
Director) 

Report on the Judiciary 1978 
(Administrative Director of 
the Courts> 

24th and 25th Annual Reports 
Relating to Judl"lal Adminis
tration I n the Courts of 
Oregon, 1977 and 1978 
(Off I ce of the State Court 
Administrator> 

Annual Report, 1978 
(North Dakota Judicial 
Council) 

Ohio Courts Summary 197C 
(Office of the Adminis
trative Director) 

Report on the Judlcl.ry 
1978 (Administrative 
Dlr&etor of the Courts) 

24th and 25th Annuol 
Reports Re lat I n g to 
Judicial Administration 
In the Courts of Oregon, 
1977 and 197B (Office of 
the State Court Admlnls
trotor) 

-- Indicates th.t the state has no court at this le1el (cont I nued on next page) 

-~-----~~----.- --------

STATE 

Pennsylvanle. 

Puerto Rico •• 

COIJRTS CF 
LAST RESORT 

1978 Annual Report 
(Administrative Office of the 
Pennsylvania Courts) 

Annua I Report 1977-78 (Off Ice 
of Court Administration> 

Rhode Island. Report on the Judiciary, 1978 
(Administrative Office of the 

South 
Carolina 

South Dakota. 

Tennessee ••• 

Texas ••••••• 

Courts> 

Unpublished data prOVided by 
the CI erk of the Supreme Court 

Benchmark: Biennial Report of 
the South Dakota Unified 
Judicial System,FY 1978-
1979 (State Court Admin
Istrator's Office> and unpub
II shed data prov I ded by the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court 

1978 Annual Report (Executive 
Secretary, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) 

50tb Ann"a I Report 1978 
lTexas JUdicial Council> 

Utah •••••••• UnpUblished data provided 
by t~e Clork of the Supreme 
Court 

Vermont ••••• 

VirgInia •••• 

Wash I ngton •• 

West 
Virginia 

Wisconsin ••• 

JUdicial Statistics for Year 
Ending June 3D, 1978 
(Of f I ce of the Court 
AdmInistrator) 

State of the Judiciary Reports 
1977, 1978 IOfflce of the 
Execut I ve Secretery, Supreme 
Court> 

22nd Annual Report 1978 
(Office of the Administrator 
for the Courts) 

Unpub II shed data prov I ded by 
Administrative Offlco of the 
Courts 

Unpub" s"~d data proV I ded by 
the Office of the Administrator 
of the .::curts 

Wyoming ••••• Unpublished data from the 
C I ark of the Supreme Court and 
the Off I ce of the Court 
Coord I nator 

I NTERMED I ATE 
APPELLATE COURTS 

1978 Annual Report 
(Administrative Office of the 
Pennsylvania Courts) 

1978 Annual Report (Executive 
Secretllry, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) 

50th Annual Report 1978 
(Texas Judicial COUncil) 

22nd ARnual Report 1978 
(Office of the Administrator 
for the Courts) 

- Indicates that the state has no court at this level. 

G:NERAL 
JURISDICTION COURTS 

1978 Annua I Report 
(Administrative Office of the 
Pennsylvania Courts) 

Annual Report 1977-78 (Off I ce 
of Court Administration> 

Report on the Judi cl ary, 1978 
(Administrative Office of the 
Courts> 

Annual Report, 1979 
!The JUdicial Departmant of 
South Carolina> 

Benchmark: A B I ennual Report 
of the South Dakota Unified 
JUdicial System, FY1977-1978 
(State Court Administrator's 
Office) 

1978 Annual Report (Executive 
Secretary, Supreme Court of 
Tennessee) 

50th Annual Report 1978 
(Texas Judlcl.1 Council) 

AnnUli I Repo/~. Utah Courts 
July I, 1977-June30, 1978 
(Utah Judlr lal Council) 

JUdicial Statistics for Year 
Endl ng June 3D, 1978 
(Off I ce of the Court 
AdmInistrator) 

State of the Judiciary Report 
~ (Office of the Executive 
SecretarY, Supreme CotJrt) 

22nd Annual Report 1978 
(Office of the Administrator 
for the Courts) 

Unpub II shed data prov I ded 
by the Administrative 
Off I ce of the Courts 

Unpub II shed dat. prov I d.d by 
the Off I ce of the 
Administrator of the Courts 

Unpub II shed data prov I ded by 
the Off I ce of the C?Jrts 
Coord I n.tor 

LIMITED 
JUR I SO I CTI ON COURTS 

1978 Annual Report 
(Administrative Office of 
the Pennsylvania Courts) 

Annual Report 1977-78 
(Off I ce of Court 

.Adml nlstratlon) 

Report on the Judiciary, 
1978 (Administrative 

OffTce of the Courts> 

Annua I Report, 1979 
(The Judicial Department 
of South Caroll na> 

1978 Annu.1 Report 
(Execut've Secretary. 
Suprema Court of Tennessee) 

50th Annua I Report 1978 
lTexos Jud I clal Counc II) 

Annua I Report. Utah Courts 
July I, 1977-June 3D, 1978 
IUtah Judlcl al Council) 
end Juven' Ie Court for the 
Stat .. of Utah, Annual Re
port, 1978 (Administrative 
O~Juvenlle Court) 

.Judlclal Statistics for 
Year Ending June 3D, 1978 
(Oft I ce of the Court 
Administrator> 

State of the Judiciary 
Report 1978 10 ff I t e of tho 
Execut I ve Secreta'. ''I , 
Supr"me Court> 

22nd Annual Report 1978 
10ft I ce of t~e 
Adml n I strator for the 
Courts) 

Unpub II shed data prov I ded 
by the Administrative 
Office of the Courts 

Unpubllsh.d data provided 
~y the Off I C'.I of the 
Admlnl~trator of 1heCourts 

Not avallab Ie 
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS 
National Court Statistics Project 

\\ USER EVALUATION 
State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report, 1978 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dear Reader: 

The National Court Statistics Project is interested in your comments .and 
suggestions about this report. We have provided this form for whatever 
opinions you wish to express about it. Please cut out both or these pages, 
staple them together, and mail to the preprinted address. 

Thank you for your help. 

1. For what purpose did you use this report? 

2. For that purpose, the report- [J Met 

[J Met some of my needs [J Met 

3. How will this report be useful to you? 

[J Data source 

[J Teahing material 

[J Reference for article or report 

[J General information 

[J Criminal justice program planning 

i( 

.' 
~ 

.' 
most'of ,my needs 

none of my needs 

[] Other (please specify) ----

rJ °Will not be useful to me 
(please explain) -------

4. Whicp Rarts of the report, if any, were dif~icult to understand or use? 
How cohid they be improved? 



." 

i ~ 
) ( 

I------------~(r~~\~'~:·----~~~~~------~ 
.~.. \1 t f th text or table notes, that are not 5. Can you point out specl. ~~, 'Par s 0 e ,I 

clear or t,erms that need,:(o )e defined? 

c '~ t 
T~~' 
(i[ "i 

r 
6 • .Are there ways this repor,{ could be improved that you have not mentioned? 

~ ~ 

7. Please suggest other topics you would like 'to see 
reports using state court caseload data. 

8. In what capacity did you use this rePC1rt? 

[J Researcher [] Educator 

'4:J Criminal justi~e agency employee 
,', 

II 

addresHed in future 

(' ./ 

il . 

Student \\ 

C] Gover.nment other than criminal justice - Specify 

.I] Other - Specify 

------~-----~----::-" ------" 
" 

(I 

I--------------~~·----~------~·------~------~------.------------

9. 

\' 

.. 

10. 

,'I 

II. 

;~ 

" 

12. 

" 

" 

" 

If you used this report as a governmehtal employee, please indicate the 
level of government. 

.' 

[] [J [J " 

Federal County Other - Specify 

[J [] I' 

S.tate Municipal ,::, 
.. 

U you used this report as a criminal justice agency employee, please 
indicate the sector in which you work. 

eJ Law enforcement (police) [J Corrections 

[] Legal services and prosecution [J Parole :\ 
\~, 

[] Public or private defense services [J Criminal justice planning 

[J Courts or court administration 0 Other criminal justice 

[J 
agency - Specify type 

Probation 

If you used this report as a criminal justice employee, please indicate 
the type of position you hold. Mark all that apply. 

r; , 

[] Age:ncy or institution administrator [J Program or project manager'" 

[J General prog~am planner/evaluator/ [J Statistician 
analyst 7 ' [] Other - Specify 

[j 
~" 

;~=--

Budget planner/evaluator/analyst .' 

e] \'.' 

Operations or management planner/ 
evaluator/analyst I .. 

Additional commentf:; .', 
---<-- " 
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National Court Statistics Project 
National Center for State Courts 
300 Newport Avenue 
W~lliamsburg, VA c

:: 23185 

(fold here) 

Please 
Affix 

Postage 

-------------~-~-------------------------~---~-----~--~--------------~--------
(fold here) 

, (Optional) 

Name Telephone ( ) 

Number and street 

City State , Zip 
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