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INTRODUCTION 

This booklet is designed to provide certain data from 
toe various components of the Juvenile Justice system in 
South Carolina. Its purpose is to provide factual data to 
questions that are frequently asked .. Additionally, it is 

,intended to highlight the fact that many misconceptions 
exist concerning juvenile involvement with the Criminal 
Justice System. 

Another function of the booklet is to encourage the 
reader to pursue a particular area of interest in more 
depth. The selected findings in this booklet are presented 
in a simple, non-technical manner. For more detailed in
formation and/or analysis on one or more components 
please contact the Division of Public Safety Programs, 
Office of Criminal Justice. 

Population information when used is the latest avail
/l 

able from the U.S. Bureau of the Census and the South 
Carolina Division of Research and Statistical Services. 

Information is based on calendar yearv 1981 unless 
specifically noted otherwise. 

TERMS USED IN THIS BOOKLET 

Part I Offenses are considered the most serious.' "rh?y are crimes against 
persons or property. 

Part II Offenses are also criminal in nature but are deemed less serious. 

Part III Activities, Generally, do not involve criminal o'f!enses, but 
consist of responses to call for public service. 0 

Indt.l~ Crimes, which includes all Part I offenses except Manslaughter by 
negligence, is used as a basic measure of crime. The index crimes were se

lected for use as an index on the basis of their serious nature, their frequency 
of occurrence and the reliability of reporting from citizens to law enforce
ment agencies. 

Offenses are: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Murde~,: The willful killing of a human being. (includes volun- ; 
tary ~r non-negligent manslaughte~r) 

Forcible Rape: The carnal knowledge of a female through the 
use or threat of force (dQes not include statutory rape). 

, " 
"f 

Robbery: Unlawfully obtaining the property of another by forctj 
or the threat of force. Robbery occurs in the presence of a 
victim. 

4. Aggravated Assault: An unlawful attack upon a person for the 
purpose of inflicting severe bodily injury. 

5. Breaking or Entering: The unlawful entry of a structure to 
commit a felony or theft. 

6. Larceny: The unlawful taking of the property of another wi}l1-
'" \ I out the use of force or fraud. ' 



I. : 

• 

7. Motor Vehicle Theft: The unlawful taking of a motor vehicle. 
Motor Vehicle Theft includes alleged joy-rides. 

I) 

8. Arson: The willful and malicious burning or attempts to burn, 
with or without intent to defraud, any structure, vehicle; private: 
property or public property of any.,kind. 

Index Crim~s are commonly divided into two categories for the purpose 
of comparison. The categories are violent and property crime. 

VIOLENT CRIMES 

Crim~s of violence include murder, rape, robbery and aggravated 
assault. Violent crimes involve the element of personal confrontation 
between the victim and the offender and, because of their nature, are 
generally considered to be more serious than nonviolent crimes. 

PROPERTY (NONVIOLENT) CRiMES 
, .. 

Property crimes include the offenses of breaking or entering, 
larceny, motor vehicle theft and arson. While these offenses generally 
do not involve personal danger to the victim, the value of property 
lost is many times greater than in violent crimes. 

JUlJe~, as used in this report is defined as an individUal under seven
teen years of age. 

Adult, an individual seventeen years and ol.der. 

)) 
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PART I OFFENSES 

Murder 
Mansla~ghter 

Forcible Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated Assault 
Breaking or Entering 
~arceny \ 
Motor Vehicle Theft 
Arson, Burning 

PART II OFFENSES 

Simple Assaults 
Forgery and Counterf~iting 
Fraud 
Embezzlement 
Stolen Property: Buying, Receiving, Possession 
Vandalism 
Weapons: Carrying, Possession, Etc. 
Prostitution, Etc., Sex OffenEes 
Drug Law Violations 
Gambling 
Offenses Against Family 
Driving Under the Influence 
Liquor Law Violations 
Drunkenness 
Disorderly Conduct 
Vagrancy 
All Other (Except Traffic) 
Curfew and Loitering 
Runaways 

JUVENI LE PLACEMENT AND AFTERCARE SECTION 

Acts Agaipst Persons 

Acts Involving Property 

Acts Against Public Order 

When the primary result, is personal injury 
or harm to another person. 

Where the primary result is dllmage or loss of 
private or public property. 

Where the primary result is disruption of the 
routine or security of the community or family. 
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Status Offense 

'Status offense' means any offense which would not be a mis
demeanor or felony i'f committed by an adult, suc!;l)as, but not limited 
to,. incorrigibility (beyond the control of parents), ttl.lancy, running 
away, playing or loitering'in a billiard room, playing a pinball machine 
or gaining admission to a theater by false identification. 

i{;,! 

D" 

Reception and Evaluation Center of the Departm~nt, of Yoyth 
Services 

Offers a comprehensive diagnostic service for courts and other service agen-
(:' , 

cies throughout the State. Services include comprehensive medical and 
psychiatric examinations, as well as psychological, educational and vo~tional 
assessments. '.1 

Juvenile Detention 

Temporary care of juveniles in physically restrictive facilities. This does not 
constitute "arrest" but "custody". In South Carolina, with the exception of 
Charleston, jails serve as detention facilities. 

Family Court 

Family Courts of South Carolina generally have exclusive jurisdiction over 
minors uoder the age of seventeen. South Carolina Code Section 14-2,1-510 
provides that the family court "shall have exclusive original jurisdiction and 
shall be the sole court for initi~ting action" concerning a child who "is 

0~ \ I .. 

aileged t9 have violated-or atterrlpted to violate .any State or local law or 
municipa't ordinance ...... " >--::' 
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DID YOU !GNOW: 

, l': JlNENlLES REPRESENT APPROXIML\TELY 28.0% 
1 
j, 

(f THE SOOTH CAROLINA POPULATlOO AND 

ACCOONTED FOR 6. 5%(f THE ]981 ARRESTS 

INFOR~TION SOURCE: 
~r.IM: IN SOUTH CAROLINA 
~. S. BUREAU OF lHE CENSUS 

12 

IJ 

POPULATION 
" I " < 

. , 

72.0% 
..... "f 

i 
I ' ' 
I , 
! " 

ARRESTS 
j.,' 
I" , 

93.5% 

ADULTS 
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DID YOU KNOW: 

ARRESTS FOR INDEX* CRIr~S DURnil ]981 

INVOLVED JlNENIl£S ]7.5% (f THE Tlr£ 

*INDEX CRIM:S INCLUDE: MJRDER, RAPE, ROBBERY, 
AG~VATED ASSAULT, ·BREAKING.oR ENTERING, 
LARCENY, MlTOR VEH I CLE THEFT, AND ARSON 

INFORM\TION SOURCE: 
CRI M: IN SOUn-l CAROLINA 

14 

COl 

PERCENTAGE OF ARRESTS FOR INDEX CRIMES IN 1981 

FOR ADULTS AND JUVENILES 

0 

97.4% 2.6% 

MJRDER r I 
91.6% 8.4% 

RAPE 

91.9% 

ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAU~TI ... __ 96_._1% ______ 3"._1% 

BREAKING 0R 
ENTERING 

LARCENY 

75.7% 

80.9% 

73.7% 

KlTOR VEHICLE THEFT ..._.-------

81.6% 

ARSON 

ADULTS 0 JUVENILES 

15 
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I=< ..... 

24.3% 

19.1% 

26.3% 

18.4% 
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DID YOU KNOW:' 

~ ACC(lJNTBJ FOR 84.1% (f THE ARRESTS 

FOR INDEX CRIr£S IN ]981. 

(, 

INFOR~TION SOURCE: 
CRlfvE IN SOUTH CAROLINA 

16 

0, 

ARRESTS BY SEKFOR INDEX CRIMES 
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DID YOU KNOW: 

DURING ]981t AHlJT 1 '00f (F EVERY 20 ARRESTS \'J 

() 

5.0%) FOR VIOLlliJ* CRIrES UNOLYBJ A JlNENII£ 
!Ji 

*VIOLENT CRIrvE:S INCLUDE: MJRDER, RAPE, i~OBBERY, 
AND AGmAVATED ASSAULT 

1/ I ,,\ 

/ .! ~\ 
I 

' .. -', , .... J',) 

INFOR~TIONSOURCE: 
CRI M: I N ~OLm-l CAROLINA 

'e 

TOTAL' ARREST FOR VIOlENT CRIr'1E 6,~qg 

JlNf]II£ ARRESTS FOR VIOLENT CRIMES :JJ7 
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DID YOU KNOW:, 

:> 

APPROXIML\TELY 1 OUT OF EVERY 5 ARRESTS 

, 

<21.0%) FOR PROPERTY* CRIflES HNOLVED 

A JlNENILE IN 1981 

, () 

h 
11 ' 

" !, ' 
INFOR~TION SOURCE: 

CRI fv'E IN SOUTI-I CAROLINA 
I 

r 
I 

I' 
I 

20 ;1 
1, 
~----------........ 

d 

o 

Q 

( 

JlNENI LE ARRESTS FOR PROPERTY CRIMES 4,759 

i' TOTAL ARRESTS FOR PROPERTY CRIMES 22,699 
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DID YOU KNOW: 

JlNENIlES ]5 - ]£ YEARS (f AGE ACWJNTED FOR 

OVER 1 oor (f EVERY 2 JlNENILE ARRESTS FOR 

,0 
! .' 

PN INDEX CRIr£DURIf'll ]981 
<!l i 

; \ > 

l; : 
f) ( ;, 

,) 

,'-(\ 

'" 
'>. '/ 

(, 

I~ 

INFOR~TION SOURCE: 
CRI fJE IN SOlml CAROLINA 

o 

o 
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ARRESTS BY AGE FOR INDEX CRIMES 

OODER 10 Y'FJillS OW 
2.6% 

, " 
\, .j' 

27.8% 

13.0% 

10-12 YEARS OLD 

o 
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DID YOU KNOW: 
() 

JlN8HLES ACCOONTED FOR 3.7% (f ALL ARRESTS 
o 

FOR PART 11* CfFENSES DURH'l3 1981 

*SEE DEFINITION PAGE 
\',' 

(] 

a 

c 

INFOR~TION SOURCE: 0 

CRI M;' IN SQUlH CAROLINA 
o • 

24 
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TOTAL ARRESTS FOR PART II CRIMES 

'j 

JlNENI LES ARRESTED FOR PART I I CRIMES 

: \1 

4,219 
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" DID YOU KNOW: 

DURING ]981, APPROXlw\TELY lOUT (f EVERY 

, . 

22 ARRESTS (4.5%) FOR DRUG ARJSE VIOLATlOOS 

INvoLVED A JUVENILE 

'b 

o 
o 

(.> •. ~ 
INFORMATION SOURCE: 

CRr fvE I N SOUTH CAROL I NA 

o 

26 

II 
.,~.~.~,.-••... : .. -.:,w __ .~_ ....... ; ......... _ .. .:.,~_ .. ~.~,,> "7 

o 

TOTAL ARRESTS FOR DRUG ABJSE VIOLATH~S 10,135 

o 

JUVENILE ARRESTS(POR DRUG ABUSE VIOLATIONS 456 
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DID YOU KNOW: 
'. 

IN 1981, 24.8% OF THE JlNENILES DErAINED 

- -='----=~·:----===-=--===--=·=---.,~==-l --- -

I 
D • 

JUVENILES DETAINED DURING 1981 

75.2% 

ALL OTHER OFFENSES 

o 
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DID YOU KNOW: 
-

IN ]981, 24.8% (f THE JUVENILES DETAINED 

* a LEGISLATION HAS BEEN ENACTED lHAT PRa-tIBITS 
lHE PLACING OF STATUS_OFFENDERS IN JAILS 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY I, ~82 

o 

i 

I 

JUVENILES DETAINED DURING 1981 

D 75.2% 

ALL OTHER OFFENSES 

I '. !. ; 
i 

I 
i ' 
: 

I 
I 
! 

I 
_.L... '-r
I 
\.--" 

,I 

;,' 
I 
I 

'II) 



\ 

" . 

You KNOW: 
, . 

THE NlJvllfR (f JlNENILES DErAINED IN 1981 

~ DECREASED B{ 32 c 7% FR(}1,.mJ~ 
I: 
1 

* DETENTION SCREENING BY THE DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH 
SERVICES BEGAN IN JANUARY 1981. FELONY CASES 
REQUIRE CONCURRENCE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT TO 
RELEASE 

oj 

," 

INFORM\TION SOURCE: D 
24 HOUR DETENTION SCREENING EVALUATION 

32 

1<) 

DETENTION CHANGES FROt1. 1980 TO 1981 

VIOLENT 

SOER~rO-US FfRUP-E'ffTY -

MlNOR'PROPERTY 

, TRAFFIC 

STATUS 

NO CHARGE 

AVERAGE REDUCTION 

% CHANGE 

-28'.9 
.. 

_372~72-

D -30.8 

1'-37.8 

-43.0 

- 9.8 

-32.7 

f' r 0 
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DID YOU KNOW: 

FFW\l£S ACCQlNrED FOR 24.6% OF THE 

JUVENILES DEfAINED DURING 1981 

I::' 

l INF-ORfvti\TION SOURCE: 
S. C. DEPARTM:NT OF CORRECTIONS 

\ 
34 
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JUVENILES DETAINED DURING 1981 
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DID YOtJ KNOW • 
• 

71.7% (f THE JlNENILES DEfAINED IN 1981 

\'ERE AGES 15 JlMJ J6 

INFORf't4ATION SOURCE: 
S. c. DEPARTtJeNT OF CORRECT I ONSo 

" 

. ! 
\ 

o. 

,;::1-

(, 

1..," 

AGES OF'JUVENILES DETAINED 

10-12 YEARS OLD 

22.6% 

13-14 YEARS OLD 

UNDER 10 YEARS OLD 
1.1% 

15-16 YEARS OLD 
-:"~ 
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DID YOU KNOW: 

DURlf{] FY ]981, 

AHllT 1 oor (F EVERY 5 JUVENILES Al11ITfED 

TO THE RECEPtlOO MID E.VAWl\llON CENTER vAS 

A STATUS CfFENDER 

o • 

o 

INFOR~TION SOURCE: 
S. C. DEPARTM:NT OF YOlflH SERVICES 

40 

JWENILES ADMITT8J TO 11-IE R&E CENTER 

STATUS OFFENDERS 

o 

79.2% 

NUMBER AIJ.1ITI'ED TO THE R&E CENTER 1,439 
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DID YOU KNOW: 

THE AVERAGE rnILY JUVENILE POPULATlOO AT 
d :r .', ; 

THE 3 STATE INSTITUTlOO SCHOOLS INCREASBJ 

I 

1\' 
INFOR~TION SOURCE: 

S. C. DEPARTfIfNT OF YOUTH SERVICES 

. 
\ 

42 

AVERAGE .DAILY JlNENILE POPULATIOO FY .1900 . 535 

AVERAGE DAILY JlNENILE POPULATION FY.1981 568 

o 

43 i 
[. 
.\ ,~ 

() 



.... , 

r 

() 

""i' 

o ;t1 

,"=, , 

\) 11 
;, 

,) 

, {) L: ' 
h~ , 

J 
tl ' 

I 
I, 

i , 
-1 

\,\ 

DID YOU KNOW: 

THE AVERAGE lB~TH (F STAY IN INSTIMlOOS 
o ' 

DECREASED FR(}1254 Jll\YS' IN FY ]900 TO ~ 

rnys" Q\HXJT 8.2 fvl)NTHS) IN FY ]981 

INFOR~TION S~~RCE: 
s. c. DEPARTm OF YOUTH SERVICES 

o 

AVERAGE LENG111 OF STAY IN INSTITUTIONS 
,?'" 

DAYS 
260 

250 

240 

230 

220 

FY 1980 FY 1981 
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DID YOU KNOW: 

• 
DURIr«1 FY 1981, 

31.3% OF THE JlNENlLES A1}1IlTED TO THE NlfJIlER (f I NSTIlUf 100 AlfIISSIONS IN FY 1981 . 005 
Ii 

3 STATE INSTIlUfIONS m REAlJIlISSIOOS 
NlfJIlER (f REA1l1ISSIOOS 252 
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INFORfvV\TION SOURCE: if 

SIC. DEPARTM:NT OF YOUTH SERVUJEs 
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DID YOU KNOW: 

F/lJ\lI LY CaJRT REFERR,ALS ACCOUNTED FOR 27% ,?(f 

All. CASES REFERRED m ACCEPTED Bf THE YClJllI 

BJREAU IN FY ]981 
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DID YOU KNOW: 

51.9% CF FEW\I..£ INtM REFERRAlS WERE 

FOR STATUS CfFENSES IN FY 1981 
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INFORMATION SOURCE: 
o,~ J p &A STATISTICAL. REPORT 
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FEme INTAKE REFERRALS IN FV .19S1 
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ACTS AGAINST PROPERTY, 
PUBLIC ORDER & OTHER 

(, 

43.2% 

STATUS OFFENSES 
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DID' YOU °KNOW,:" 

IlJRING FY 19811 ACTS AGAINST PERSa~ 

REPf{SENTED 6.9% (f All JlNENI LE 

·mRRAl.S 
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INFORMATION SOURCE: 
J P & A STATISTICAL REPORJ 
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JlN~ILE REFERRALS 
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~S ACC(lW'ED FOR 83.1% (f ll-IE INTAKE 

REFERAALS FOR CRIMINAl: aTENSES DURI NG 

FY 1981 
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,,' " INFO~TION SOURCE: 
J P & A STATISTl~ REPORT 
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REFERRALS FOR CRIMINAL OFFENSES 

NU~1lER OF ~1ALES REFERR@J 

TOTAL NUf'1 IER OF REFERRALS FOR 
D CRIMINAL OFFENSES 
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3 cur o(f EVERY 4 JlNENILE INTPKE F 
o NUM 1fR OF f'lALE I NTAI<E REFERRALS 
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REFERMLS IN FY 1981 \f:~ ~1ALES 
TOTAL NUM I£R OF I NTAKE REFERRALS';' 
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INFORMATION SOURCE: 
J P & A STATISTICAL REPORT 
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DID YO'U KNOW: 

lA~ ENFORCElV'ENT AGENCIES \~ERE THE SOORCE 

~I 

(F 62.8% (f lHE REFERRALS IN FY 1981 

INFORMATION SOURCE: 
"J P & A STATISTICAL REPORT 
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SOURCE OF REFERRALS 
~ ---! . 
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sTATE AGENCIES 
! 1.2% 

(l " 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 

12.9% 

CITIZENS/ 
NEIGHBORS 

!) 

,PARENTS/ 
GUARDIANS 
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SOU RC.ES 

Crime In South "Carolina, 198.1 South Carolina Law 
En'forcement Division 

~o Census of Population and Housing, issued March 
~ 1981, U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census 

South Carolina Department of Corrections, Juvenile Detention 
Data 

24 Hour Detention Screening EValuation, Rob McManus and 
Priscilla Moore, July 30, 1982. 

Report'to the People, South Carolina Department of! Youth 
Services, .1980-1981 

Statistical Report, South Carolina Department of Juvenile 
Placement and Aftercare, 1980, 1981 
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