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INTRODUCTION 

The Juvenile Court Report pr~sents data collected 
durtrig calendar year 1982 thrOugh the Juvenile "Court 
Reporting (JCR) Program conce)..ning YOU1",g pec.pIe who wet"e 
processed by courts with Juvenile Jurisdiction in the State 
of Nebra~ka. These include 90 county courts and the three 
separate 3uvenile courts of Douglas, Lancaster, and Sarpy 
c.:;lunt ies. 

The JCR prQgramwas in.stituted in 1971 by tHe 
Nebraska Commission on Law Enfor~ement and Criminal Justi~e 
lhere~fter ref~rred to as the Commission). Tb~lprogram is 
based on thE:> U.S. Departmentctf

b 
Healtl1"v"Ea"'Jcitt ion, ay,d 

Wel fat"'e' s Juveni Ie Court Stat ist ics Sei~ies begun lin 1927. 
In 1973 this program was assumed by the National Cen;~er f.or 
Juverd Ie Just ice under a ~ Brant ft"Clm the Law EYlfl,~rcemerlt 
A5sistan~e Administration,· th~ parent agency o~ this 
C':.r;lmis~ion.The National CeYlter compiles ~I,~t iClrla1 
stat 1St ics ':'11"1 JUVE'l"li Ie del ir,ql.tency ~sing data from\.state 
t"epot't ll",g ;:J"""'grams such as tine ('!.:tIne. in Nebrask.a. 

In Nebraska, the Commission uses data obtained 
thrcll.tgh the JCR program as' a basis for its funct le,r, clf 
J'.werI'Ue Justice pj,anniYlg. The pl'''ogr-am is elrse. used as a 
sour-ce of information for agencies a~dindividuals dealin9 
with Juvenile delinquency and related issues. Readers are 
reminded that upon request tel the Commission, speci fic 
!n~ormation collected in the program can,be provided. While 
this report presents a large al'l1c".lntof~"data. desct"ibing the 
characteristics elf young persoYls who enter the Nebt"aska 
CIJUt"t system, interpl'''etat ion" of the informatioYl is beyorld 
its sCI;:.pe. 

The many COlll"lty and Juveni le cl;)urt Judges, clerks, 
pre.bat iorl staff, and ot~el'''." court pet"sonnel de5e1'''v~ 
t"~-r-ogYlitioYl for their time and effot"'t involved il"l collecting 
ancreporting case information. Withl;:lut their' cooperation, 
this ~ublicatior. would not be possible. 
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JUVENILE COURT REPORTING PROGRAM 
\1 

On~ of the 'primary purposes of this report is to 
pt~vicJe informat.ion that accurately .reflects the level of 
Juvenile crime in the State of Nebraska. In this report, 
the particular indicator. used is the flow of Juveniles 
through the Nebraska Juvenile court system (see Figure 1)~ 
The sources of the data are the three separate' Juvenil~ 
celut~ts o.'f Dc.ug las, 0 Li\YICcilSte,,", and Sat"'PY COlll'lt 1 .. es and the 
cou~ty courts in the remaining 90 counties. Neither the 
district courts nor" the Municipal c~urts in Lincoln and 
Omaha report Juvenile case data to the Commission~ Di.strict 
court cases usually involve older Juveniles ~ppearing for 
serious offenses and the volume ·of such cases is small 
cQ~pared to thehumb.r of Juvenile c.ses handled in Juv~nile 
and county courts. In addition, the Co~mission does no~ 
collect data on Juvenile traffic offenses or citations. 

, Ii~ 
The 9~, courts 'report cases disposed of to ~he 

Commission monthly. For each individual Juvenile. case 
dis.positic1rr, the court fills ciut a Juvenile C'::Jurt 
Statistical F\f't"'m as shoWYI iYI Figure 2. The fo.IlowiYlg 
sectioYls of the form are required infe.rmation on all cases: 
A. Cc.urt Code, E. Age at Time of Refer'ral, F. Sex, G. Ethhic 
Group, H. Date of Referral, L. Re~son Referred, M. Manner 
of Handling, N~ Date of Disposition, and Q. Dispd~ition. 
The remainder of the form,is optional, however, the courts 
al'''e encouraged to include 'as . much iY'ijformaticln as they 
possibly can. In the tables contained I in , this" report, 
refererrces to rnissl.Ylg., data mean that. n.::Jt all COlll"lt ies 
cClmpleted the section(s) of the fQr-m beiYIQ discussed. . 

o A JuveYtl Ie Cc.urt Stat istical FOl'''m IY'lstt"'uct ion 
Manual, which is intended to explain how to complete the 
form, is available to as~ist per-sons responsible for its 
complet i.:m. 

At this time, the Commission has Juvenile cour-t data 
from all count ies from 1974

c 
tht"ough 1981 al'ldsorne part iat-"'] 

dat a ft"orn 1973. 

It is irnpor-tant.to riote that the -iY'Ifc'l'"'rnat iell'l 
des-cr~bed inc this report pertains to 9i§BQ§iiig!!§ of 
Juvenlle cases by county and Juvenile court~during calenda~ 
year 1982, c3Yld not to !:~f~!:!:i!l§ during. that period." The. 
case may have beeYI "referred tel thecc".trt duri ng 1982 Cit' 

previously. Thus, an accurate count of the number of 
referrals for a givery period is not possible because a 
statistical form' is not received until a' final displ::Jsition 
irr the case has been determined. 
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JUVENILE COURT, REPORTING PROGRAM FLOW DIAGRAM, 1982 

\) 

------------.--------~-----.~----------------
SOURCE O~ REFERRAL 

------~---------------.------'---------------
Law Enfclt"cemeY'lt 

" ScMclctl 
S'::Jcial Agel"'tcy 
Pt"clbat iOYI Office 
Parents, Relatite* 
Ot her COllt"'t~· . 
COl.ll"lty Attc.rney' 
Other .;. 

TOT A L 
(;. 

2022 
111 
274 

~;11 

297 ,-
365 

1669 
228 

5037 

40.1r. 1 
2.2r. I 
5.4r.. I 
1.4r. I 
5.91- I 
7.2~ I 

33.1r. I 
4.5r. I 1 ' \\ 

100.0r. 
------------~------~-----------------------

I 
I ... 

--~--------------

" 

! D~TENTION I I 
COURT INTAKE 

I I NO DETENTION I 
01_---~----------1-----1 1-----1---------------1 
I 1308 . 26. 7r. I" J I I 3594 73~31- I 

, _______ t ___________ _ 

~---~--------------
I WITH PETI'LtO~_ I" " I 
I-----------~-~~lr=~~~-I 

I I . "NO PETITION c i 
FILING !-----I---------------I 

4001 78.4r. I I I J 1103 21.6r. I 

c· 

~-----~------------' 

" 

--------~--~----------~----------------------

DISPOSITION " 
-~----------------------------------~-------

WaiVed t,j Ct"iminal c..Clll~t ~ .:. {. 1 r. I 
Dismissed: riot proven 583 11.4r. I 
Dismissed: wat'ned 417 8.21- I 

I Case held open 654 12.81- I 
I R,br-mal Pt"obat ion 1~83 31.01- 1 

I R~ferred ~lsewhere 640. 12.5~ I 
I Fine/Restitution 179 3.51- I 
I Other-No custody transfet" 200 4.01- I , VCII.d;h Deve lopmeYlt Cetlter 206 4.01- I 
I Cust.::>dy tCI Agency 522 10.21- I 
I Custody to individual .54 1.1~ I 
I Othel''' custc.dy transfer; 63 1.21- I 
I I 
I T 0 T A L 5104 100.0~ J 
------------!"'----...:--------------------------'-
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2. Jail 0' Dohce sUilion .. 1111 no se_a,. 
'acilitle. 
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~~ 
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281ack 
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O""n ... appllc."..,o Col" IUW"U •• a"" adull. ( .. eluding "aflle) 
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25 Or"'"11 W""alnIO.'Clled: ltd olla" .. 
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Offan .. , llIOllcalll. only to ju •• nilaa (a.clucl,nll "IIliCI 
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32.Ttul~, 
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51. Neglect 
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:11 0"'., ___________ _ 

52. OlglnCl.nl " 

The foUaw,"o Qu •• llon, r.f.r to Il.tus I' tim. 0' r.'.rra .. 
,{ 

NEED F,OR DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES OJ U. lII_al al.lua 01 nelu," puI .. I. 
01 Parents married Ind Ihllng l00atn., Indlcaled, Indlc.tea 

and OUI nal NOI. 
prOYlded Ivatl.cte. '"ttle.led 
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"'ealcel 
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REFERRAL BACKGROUND 

" 
A: JLlv.enile, may c.:rrne ;Jnd~r the J'.ll',·isdictil:IY'I c.f a 

Juven~le court or a county court sitting asa Juvenile 
C':'Ul'~t ·,i 1"1, Nebra~ka if it is det erm i Yled tha,t he ,;)r- she is 
described 11"'1 Sec.fions 43-21212(1) <) thl"I:,u!;ih 43-21212(6) clf the 
Reissue Rey~sed Statutes of Nebraska, 1943. For purpo$es of 
the JI.lveY',ile CCII.ll·"'t Rep,:rr'til"lg Pr':lgr'am" the fl:,lll;)wing secti.:trls 
a~'e f.\ppfieable:, '""", 

" 

"(1) •• arIY child I.mder' t~e age ':1)'"' eighteen yeaY's, Nilo is 
h.::.meless en' destitute, I:ir 'withl:tut jJ,.'qper sUPP':Ol'"t 
ti:tr"ol.lgh t·ll:r faltlt .:I-F his pat"';!:Yr~, guat"di~f.\rl, ,:tt" cl.lstodiar.; 

" 

"(2) ••• any child undir the 'age of eighteen years (a) who 
is aband.ct'fled by his pcwe.:(It, 'gt.tat'dian; C'l" cl.lst.:rdian; (b) 
whp ,lacks proper.parent~l car~,by reason of the faults 
':If :'ab)its e.f his pat"ent;". gl~tat"dial"l, c.~"' custc,diaY'I; (c) 
whose pal'"'eY'lt" 9 1.la\'''d:i. an, or cust.:odl.em l"leglects ,:rr1' 
r'efl.lses" ~r.:1 pt"Qvi"de Pt"'I;:'Pif" 1:,""' Y'ieceSSal"y SIJbsi sterlce, 
edl.lcat hm, I:')'"' c.ther·'. cat"'e\iz-J.recessen'y fc.r the health, 
Ol':lt";als, .:11''' ~..,ell-bl;?ing Q'f"'such chile:!; (d)wh.:.se o en' e 1"'1 t, 
gu'al"cHan, clrc:ust.:,dian neglects Cit" r'eflJses tl:' Pl'''.:.vide 
special care madenece~sary by the men~al conditt~n of 
the chTld.; Cit' (e) 'wh':1 is in a sit'I.\arciQY'1 .:Ir" erlgages in 
an occupation dangerous to life or limb or injurious to 
the '1eaH;h r.:lr"m':'t~als 1:lf such child; , ' , 

II (3) -(cd ••• any chj Id tmclet" -!;r,e age I;)f six:teerl yeat"s at the 
time· he ~has violated any law of the state or any city 
CIt" vi'lJ.age c,ll'''di)''lc\rlCe amc.until"lg tl:1 an ofrerlse clther" than 

,) . 
a feleny, traffjc offense, or ~arking violation; 
(b) ••• arlY c:hild lll"ldet ... the age e·f eight,e,en years at the 
ti~e he has Violated any la~ of the sta~e constituting 
a felony; and (c) ••• ~ny c~rld sixteen or seventeen 
y~ar$ of age at the time he h~s (i) violated a state 
law or any city or villag~ ordinance aMounting to an" 
offense o~her tha~ a felony or parking violation, and 
(ii)... any child under sixteen years of age at the 
time he has committed j traffic offense. 

"(4) ••• .,\l"'Iy child Lrndet" the age '':If,eighteen yeat"s (a) whcl, 
by t"eaSI;)I"II:.f beiY'I9 way!:"'ard ot" habitl.lally disobedient,' 
is I.lY'I~or(trt:llled by his pal'''eY'lt, Yl.la'r"crr~ Cit" cS'i:lst,:rdian; 
(b) whc. is hab i tf.la 11 y t t"l.Iant fr':rm sch,:II:ll l:ri':'~, honle; ,:r1''' 
(c) who deports himself ~o as to injure ~r endanger 
set"iously the rlll:)l'''alss N'" health c.,fhimself Ot ... other"s;," 
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For purposes of thi. report, referrals to Juvenile 
court are classified into three categories: major offenses, 
r"i nCar offenses, aY'ld neg lect /dependent cases. Major offeY'lse 
refet"'l'''als are coded on the Juverd Ie COllt"t Stat ,~st',vical Form 
(see Figure 2) under section L. as responses 01 through 28. 
The major offense referrals are typically regarded as 
"delinquency" offeY'lses. Minor offense referrals are COded 

o in categories 31 t~rough 39. Minor offenses are often 
...... efet .. t .. ed t,;) as "status" 'Jffenses aY'ld ..... ept .. esent offenses 
applicable only to individuals under 18 years of age. 
Negl~ct/dependent referrals are coded as 51 or 52. 
"Neglect" o ... 'efet .. s tc:o Juveniles desct"ibed in Sect ion 43-
202(2), while "dependent" ... ~efet"s to JI_lveniles described in 
Section 43-202(1), Nebraska R.R.S., 1943. The usage of 
these terms was retai Y'led after the defi ni t i'JY'ls Ijf "neg le,ct" 
and "dependency" wet"e t'erOI:lved from theJ'.1veni Ie clJde in 
1978. 

o Non7felony mot~r 
infraction data ,are no~ 
p\""esented in this' ... "epm .. t. 

vehicle-t"elated 6ffense 01''' 

collec~ed in ~he JCR prog~am or 

Aft(~t .. a case clJroes tlJ the C.:IIJt .. t'S atteY'lt iCln, a 
decision is' made, whethet" tCI himdle the case lll"llJfficially 
(wi thl;)ut pet'i"t ·ic,,".) .:. ... " .:.fflcially (with pet it iCln). MI:,st 
cases handled without petition are generally disposed of by _ 
the court intake staf~lby one of several options. Many of 
these ';)ptioY'ls at"e the same as t~1J:lsefor. c~ses h,:"n~led with 
petition. If it is decided to file a petltlon (slmllar to a 
I'cclmplaint II itT-ail adultD case) with the clerk of the cl::aUt"t, 
the procedure is most often performed .by .the county 
attorney. After a petition is filed, a he~rlng 1S conducted 
for ~he Juvenile by a Judge; no Jury 1S p~esent. The 
hearing . proceeds in an informal man~er, applYlng the rules 

:c!f evideY'lce us.ed by district c':)'.lt .. ts in civil tt'ials withol.1t 
a Jllt·y." The Judge wi 11 dec"ide the case wi thone of ma1'lY 
disposition options. ~ 
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There. we,:"e 5, ~04 Juvenile. court refe'rt'als l'''eported 
to. the Comm1ss10n 11'1 the Juven1te Court Reporting Program 
WhICh reached final disposition in '1982. " Of these, 4001 
(78.4~) were handled with petition while 1~03 (21.6~) were 
handled without petition. . 

Referrals for major offense categories accounted for 
58.4~ or 2,981 of the total number of cases. Minor offense 
referrals comprised 29.3~ a1'ld 1,498 of ~he tota~ while 625 
neg~ect/dependent cases (12.2~ of the tot~l) were' reported. 
Breakdowns of the reasons for referral are given in Tables 
1, 2, and 3 for major, minor, and n~glect/d~pendent ~ases, 
respectively. S 

Theft under $100, burglary, a1'ld mi~demeanQr criminal 
mischief, respectively, were the three larges~ major offense 
refel'''r'al' cate~;I'Jl'·ies.·' Appro)(imately 1 iYI 6 Juveni Iss 
referred for major offense~ were in these cat~gories. For 
status offenses, minor in possession was the most frequent 
with about 12~ of all referrals in this category~ 

,., 

About 27~ of Juvenile referrals were, det4ined or 
plac~d in" a Jail f~cility, detention home, o~ foster or 
g~'()UP homependiY'lg dispositicln of the case. About 3~ "(140) 
clf . a~ 1 refet"rals were held, at least "tempot"ari ly, in a, Jai I 
faCIlIty. The largest majority (82%) of those detained or 
held, h':1wever, were placed ina deteY'lt ioY", f,:lstet .. , 01''' gt"IJup 
h'jme., 

D 
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<MAJOR OFFeNSE FR~QtJENCIES, 1982 '0 
-." 

~, /J 
--:..-----------!--..;.--------------~----------~~~---.-~ 
OFFENSE TV~E • FREQUENCY, ~ OF TOTAL 

\ (. ., 

-----------~ .. ------~--.;;;;....;.'-----.. ----~-----------~---
Murder, 
Man~laughter 
Assault' f and 2 
Assault 3 
Sex Assault °1 
Sex Assault 2 
Robbel'''Y 0 ",' 

Drug Laws (Felony) ,~ , 
Drug Laws (Misdemeanor} 0 

Arson (Felony)0 ~ , 
Al'''son . (M i sdem~anor) " 
Burglary '" ~', 
Unauthorized Vehicle Use 
.,Theft over $1000. " 
Thefto $300-$1000 
Tt~eft I.mder:: $300 
Theft -under"·$100' 
Criminal Mi'schief(Felony) 
Cr"imi nal Misch ief (Mi sd) 
<T~spas:siy.g "'; 
"F.:trget"y (Felony) 

"F:,'o,rgery JMisdeme~nor) 
Weap~"ns Laws_ (Fe'iony) 
Weap.;:)ns Laws <Misdemeanor) 
OWl (3rd O·ffe.'fIse) 
Di~turbing the Peace 
'Other Felony" 
Ot herM i s,pemeanor 

= 

T 0 TA L 

o 2 cO 

3 
22 

, 152 
10 
25 
,;37 Q 

23 
148 
~~,1' 
,8 

421 
110 

Q 48' 
100 
178 

(. 

780 
37 

,229 
189 
" 16 

30" 
" 09' 

5 11 
4 

101 
47 

236 

2.981 

o 

o 

(. 10 
• l' 
'.7, 

5.1 
D.3" 
".8 

,j.,l.2 
w8 

5.0 
'f) .4' 
(" .'~ 

;, .,:" 

14.~,1 
307 
1.6", " 

o ~ 3. 3 0 

., 5~ 9 
26.2' 

1.2 
7 .. 7 
6 .. 3 

1> .5 

.,.2 

.,J 
3.4 
1 .. 6 " 
7.9 

100 •. 0 

'-::.

----------~--~----~--~----------~--...... ----..... -------
'," 

" (.1 

o 
(j 

-;11 

() 

q 

" 
o 

{) 

o 

,;. 

n 
G' 

\ ~ ,t 

! 
I 
I 

1 
I 

<oj j ,) 

! 
! 

" +," _ ....... ",>_ '",,-c.,.., .. ~.,:,...:.:+.~..::...,:~~:.::.,.:;::: ... : ... ~:.:.,;::.v..:~:;.';;~ .... :"""""' ... ,~~_ ., 

u 

(( 

o 

o 

'<;\ 

MINOR ,'b'FF:ENSf FREQU~Nt I ES; 1.982 

\) 
~. -" ~ 

-------~:o-----,, __________________ c::_. ________________ _ 

OFFENS~ TYPE FREQUENCY ~ OF TOTAL 
~----------~-7---~-~~----~--~----~~---~-----~~-~-~ 
Running Away' 
tt"u~Y'lcy 

tb 

Curfew Violation 
Ungovernable Behavior 
Possession/Drinking Alcohol 
Othet" 

T d T 'A L 

88 
.175 

42 
446 
600 
147 

1498 

. 5. 9.~ 
11.7 ,': 
2.8. 

29 ... 8 
40: 0 
9.8 

10141·0 
~ 00 ~ ~ .. 

-----,--~--~o:--------~------~---------------~,------.... 

;:() 

....,,' f 
<~";:, • 0"~ j 

NEGLECT IDEPENDENT' REFE·RFAt. FREci;,iJ~~I!:rES'~d ;;':~B2 
" - "<' L/ (""; ..::-/1t"C.1 '. 

• j , 

'Y:3--~ ... ..:-~---~------~--------"--:_---.,;.7~--~J:'~::~}~--;--
REF'FERAL FJlEQUENCY " OF TOTAL c-
------------~ __ ~;,;;;.;;;~:::,..;ii;~\,;;;__=-:,sr~.,;,:; ... ...:;:;:'_ _______ ~-----.:... ___ :__._ 

Neglect 
Dependent 

TOT A L 625 

79.2 
20.8" 

100.0 

~ ,,~. 

----------------------~--------------------------
() 

,IJ 

0(' 
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The category of. maJor offenses may be subdivided 11I\. '.f 

!~~~ns::a!~:~ns~a:~~;~~:~ ~f~:. ~·:~i~s:~. ag~~~:~s~:rs~~:i~~~~ 0 t! •·•· •. 1 
"persons, whJch includemu~"der~ manslaughter, assaIJlt,se)(ual . "~.~ :.;.~! 
assault, and robbery, comprlsed about 8" of MaJor offenses : I 1--j 
and about S~ o~ all refe~"ral<s. Propet"ty offenses such as " 11 ~ 
theft and ~orget"y const i tu'ted the la,."gest pro port ion of i J 1 I 
major and total referrals, representing about 42" of all r \ 1 

"'''~fert''als al'",d 72" of' maJor offense refert"als. Other maJor 11 i 
~eferrals which cbuld not be categorized as offenses against 'I \' 
pe ... "so,:"s or a's p","oP~t;"t.y offel'"lses, such as Driving Whi Ie ' 1 ! 
I~:p)<l,?ated 0 ~DWI>, "" Disturbin~ the Peace, and drug II-
vl~llat lons, composed the ... "emall'"lder of ma lor ,"'f#\i!)"""'~'<l"';:''.''''~'.-'''~'\-J;:'''''i''O''''J",.Al 1 
refet"rals (10 ~") -"nd a ....... 11" 01: ""11 4: ~"."H),,'!tJ3·'\~-b""0'-k""" .-.... '-U '1'~J'''Q'''' " 

" " " , ", ". '" '"'' ..• ",," .• , "" ." " ,,'" ". " "1M
., .• , ..,." . ':" - " ""r"e", ell'''''''"''''' . V I 

o C! ' 

" 
REASO~ REFERRED, 1982 

1\
I' 
I· 

o 

-~---------------------------------~--------------~-----" 
REASON REFERRED 'Frequency" of Total "of Major 
---------:"~~---------------------------~------------... --~ ..... 
All MaJot" Offenses 

a. Persons 
b. Property 
c. All other 

Mine.r Offenses 
~~\ 

Neglect/Dependent 

TOT A L 

2981 
251 

2157 
573 

1498 

625 

5104 

58.4 
4.9 

42.3 
11.2 

29.4 

12.2 

100.0 

="'" 

100.0 
8.4 

72.4 
',19.2 

100.0 

--... ---~---------.--~---------------~'"'!-----... -----..:~------:...-

," 

('J 

a 

-lZ ... 

o 

c 
, 
1 

J} 

II 
l ~ 

I J ~ 

t 
! 
I ,:-,> 
I 
1" 
i 

, ) ~ '" '" ~ .-
'" 

! ~ 
.., 

,j. 

,;j 
I, 

., il 

._.~",~ ... ~.A;"'~~-:::.-.... ~..:::,:'.:::::::~~~.=~'"Z'C;:'::"""""'~t~,,", __ ,,_,..,,~~=~=~"::"'-=t:~::;-~:-..1,~r.:";;'H~'r;u:.~.::>~ ......... _....,........"~ _____ "",,t, 

Major, minor ahd nsglect/dependent disposition 
. trends are illustrated in Tjble5,. along with percentage 

changes for each yemr frOM 1976 dto 1982. e The positive 
Change f~om 1979 to 1981 in. the numbsr of maJo~ offense 
dispositions reversed a decreasing trend since 1975. 
However,o in 1982 all three categories of re~errals showed a 
decrease. One possi ble interpretat if.);' 6l this decrease is 

o tha~ :e~.u~r Jurisd~ctic'ns owere ~e~orting or that some 
J I.lt"'lsd lct 10ns ehaynfed thel r POllCl~S or procedures for 
fClt"mal handling 01' Juveniles in Juvenile court. 

c.' 

" Q 

, '~ 

JUVENILE COURT DISPOSITION' 'TRENDS, 1976-1982 

-----------.--------~---.... ------.~---~---------::------
DISPOSITION 

YEAR 
... \MAJO.R 

OFFENSES" 
MINOR 

OFFENSES 
NEGLECT/ 
DEPENDENT 

---------------------------'-------.----------------

'1976 3684 1212 463 

" chg 
,:; 

1977 . 3502 1182 428 
() ." ehg ( -4.9) ( -2.5)' -7".6) 

\) 

1978 \? 2896 96.2 493 

" chg (-17.3) ( .... 18.6) ( 15.2) 
(,1 

(~ 

1979 2862 1045 G 551 

" chg ( -1. 2~ 0(' 8.6) • ( 11. 8) 
~ " 

&1980 2992 1161' ' 540 
." .. ,chg' 0;:'(1 ; - . ( 4~ 5) ( 11. {) ( -2.0) 

0 

Co 
co 

1981 3439 15't,5 698 

" chg ( 14.9) ( 33.1) ( 29.3'> 

1982 '0001 c. 1 ;ogo 625' '""''''Q~ 
.., g ,:;~.:-;,~ 

" chg (-13.3) -3.0) 0 (-10.5) 

~--..;.---... ------------..:.-----~----],.".---:.~---....... -----.... 

<0 

,11 ' 

\~, 

{r) 

IJ 

", .~, 

<0 

'~ 

() K 

() 
'-" ()' 
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The number of minor (status) andneglect/dependent 
referrals tOJ,uvenile courts in Nebraska has remained 
relatively stable $ince 1976. The. seemingly large 
percentage changes for some yeal""s masR the relatively small· 
changes in the absolute number of minor and 
neg lect /depe,ndent cases for a given year. 

It should also be noted that these aggregate figures 
represent the state as a whole and te.nd to obscure changes 
that may have occurred over time in individual Jurisdictions 
or groups of Jurisdictions in the referral, intake, 
scheduling, and processing policies that are applied to 
individual cases. 

As will be explained in another section of this 
report, allstate 'total data , .. are' heavi lywighted toward the 
J uveni Ie cOllrts of Douglas, L,ancastel''' and Sarpy count ies. In 
fact,> about'~56" of all dispositions were repol' .. ted from these 
ce".tnties. this does Y'lot . imply, h'::.wevel':,;t,that the data. are 
unrepresentative of the state as a whol~~ but that about ,45" 
of thg states estim.ated Jl.lvenile p,?pulat.ion live in these 
counties. Also, nearly all of t~e states's Juvenile 
population is represented in cOl.ln~ies which report in the 
JCR program_, .. 

~ 

(J 

o 
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Table 6 includes e figures showing the sources of 
referrals to Nebraska Juvenile courts for major, minor, ~nd 
neglect/dependent cases. The largest number of m~Jor 
offense referrals (55_> were from law enforcement agencles~ 
Referrais from county attorneys comprised the next largest 
categor~ (852 or 29~) of sources of referral. These 
ranking. are reversed for status offenses where about 25~ of 
referrals were from law enforcement agencies while about 34~ 
were referred &y the county attorney. Approximately half 
of neglect/depende",.t l'''eferl'''als wet:oe fl'''c.m co •. mty a·t;tl:I'r"l'~eys 
while about 40_ were from social agencies. Law enforcement 
agencies refel'''red only about 4'1- of all Y'.eglect/depend~;nt 
cases. 

I~Ql§ § 

SOURCE OF COURT REFERRRLS,· 1982 

,----:.-----------------------------~'-------------------------

SOURCE OF. 
REFERRAL 

MAJ'OR 
OFFENSES(~) 

MINOR 
OFFENSESC'1-) 

NEGLEC71 
DEPENDENT('t.) 

----~---------------------------~-------------------------

Law Enf,:'l'''cement 1630(55.2) 365(24.9) "-
" 

27 ( 4.4) 

Sch.:u::.l 3'( .1> 107( 7.3) 1 ( .2) 

Social Agency 4( .1> 25 ( 1. 7) 245(39.6) 

Pl'''c,ba'c iCin Office 2( • l) 65( 4.4) 4( .6) 

n 
~arents,R~l~tives 4( .1> 218(19.0), i5( 2.4) 

.' 
Othel''' C'::'Ut"t 296 (10.0) 54( 4.4) 5( .8) 

~' ." 
Cc:.i.mty Attorney 852(28.9) 504(34.4) 313(50.6) 

Othel''' 0 161( 5.5) 58( 4.0) 9( 1. 5) 

T o T A~[ * a9~2 (100.0) 1466(1~0.0) 619(100.0) 

--------------~----------------------------~----~-----------

~ Does not include 67 caSes with' missing data~ 

One 1'l1:~sul'''e of> I"ecidivisrn in JllVe'i"li Ie il'wolvenler.t in 
the criminal' JIJst ice system is the ""I.lmOel''' c·f pl' .. icn· ... t .. ef~t ... t ... ~!s 
~o Juvenile court for~ given Juvenile. For a~l Juvenlle 
cases disposed of during 1982, about ~ne-thlrd had0bee~ 
referred to the court previoUsly. The largest group OT 
JI.tvehi les (823 or 17~ ,::.f the total ) had beer. l'''efet''\'''ed 'I;.::. 
~ourt Just once previously. 
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Talbl.~ l' pr'esents detailei~ informat ion on prior' 

referrals for maJor' and minorv offense refet--rals and 
neglect/dependent cases. ° It $hould" be noted that this 
informatiorl is based on" records ofa particular Juvenile 
court Jurisdiction for"'_ given Juvenile case andqtay nl:Jt 
accurately reflect referrals to court for 'the JIJvenile in 
question in other Juridictions.. ~ecatise.of thi~, ~he da!~ 
probably represent a cClnserva~ 1 ve est lmate w:/.th l' egard",_ 
prior court refer-rals. In additlon, data on the nature of 
previous I'''efet;~als is not coll.ected al' .. d it"is t~e\'''efo\'''e nl:,t 
possible toident,i fy repeat offen~ers fot". ce,:"ta,ln ,offen~e: 
or ,i types of,: referrals.. .,Th~. 1nfo""mat 1ljr, 11"1 _ Table 7 ~'-Ies 
indicate howeyer, that a slgn1 flcant m.unber of J Llvenlles ,.\ 
have app~ared ~reviously in Juvenile court for one reason or 
~nother. 

II 
I~Ql~ Z 

TOTAL PRIOR REFERRALS BY REASON FOR REFERRAL, 1982 

---~------------------------.----- ... -----------.... ---------------.::.------~ . Total Prior Referr'als . 
REASON REFERRED ------------------------------------0 TOTAL 

o 1 2 3 4 '\, 5+ 
---------~------~-~--,~-----------------------------~------~------.-----

() 

All MaJor Offer.ses 
17 4 10 237 Persons 0 

141 43 22 a. 
b. Property 1284 39'2 159 93 61 ' 113 2102 
c .. All other 324 91 49 21 12 40 537 

Minor Offenses 1017 226 78 31 12 32 1396 

Neg lect/Dependent· 521 71 17 2 0 1 612 
0 

3287 823 325 164 89' 196 0 

" 4884 T 0 T A L* 

" of tCltal (67.3) <16.9) ( 6.7) ( 3.4) ( 1.8) 4.0) (100.0) 
r; " "='" ~,=="~" ,I 

--------~-------------~------~-~-~-~~--~~----------~--~-----------~---
0 

* Does not include 220 cases with .mi,ssing data. 
0 
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Informat ;.on on" juveni Ie court d\SpoSi t i(:ln activity 
is contair.ed.)~in Tables'S and 9. Once a Juvenile c~se has 
peen refet;'red to court, the h.earing and adJudicatior, pt"':.cess 
has ~aken place, and a fina! disposition is determined, the 
court submits a Juvenile Court Statistical Form to the 
Commission. I 

The dispOSition outcomes listed irl Table S s'_\mmat~ize 
the types of determinations which may be made in most 
Juvenile cases. In general, there are three possible 
outcomes, desct"ibed on the repc1rt i ng fOt"m: the case, fRay be 
waived to criminal court (only 3 of the total 1982 cases) 
it r;nay be dismissed because of ir,slJfficient gt"olmds (ab,:tlJt 
11~ of the 1982 total>,or q final detet"minati'jl'", May be 
l'~eached based on the sl.lbstay,t i;:.at ion I:.f a c,:Jmplaiy.t ay,d/ot" 
petition (the remaining 89% of cases were in this category)~ 
If the court determines that there is evidence to 
substantiate the complaint and lor petition, a :~ecision 
regarding legal custody of the Juvenile maybe reacKed. Of 
these cases, arid aCl'''l:Jss all ,."easl:w,s f:;),." r~;efel'''l"''al, 
approximateI¥ 17" involved a ~ransfer of l~gal cus~ody of 
the J uveni la' tl:' or.e of the Youth De"re1c'pmsnt Cel'"itel'''s''::I)"'' 
some other agency or individual. Th~ remainipg 83% of 
Juvenile cases whiCh were not dismissed or waived to 
criminal court involved no transfer of 'legal custody, b~t 
rather the imposition of a senten~~ such as pr9bati0n, 
restitution, or a fine. determination 

The largest number of cases referred to court for 
maJor offel1ses resl,llted, in a dispc'sition of f,;:tt"01al pt"ctb'atior, 
(31"). This was also true for status/oFfense reFe~rals, of 
wh ich 30" resul ted in a d.i sposi t ion ~bf formal pt;'c,bat ior •• 
the mo.st frequent di?position category! f.jt .. neglect/depel'",cer:t 
referrals was transfer of custody t.o a pllbl ic agency. 
ApproNimately one in three neglect/dependent reFerrals ~era 
irr this dispc,sition ccategc1ry. The propc't .. tic.rl o,f cases 
dismissed was nearly equal for both major and minor (st~tU$) n 

offense 'refert"l.als: about 20" of cases ir. belth these 
categories were dismissed. Sligh,ly fewer (17%) of 
neglect/dependent referrals were dismissed. 

f! 
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JUVEN,ILE COURT DISPOSITIONS, 1982 
C' ~(; 

__ ~ ___________ -,, __________ ":~:';' __ ~l_~:" ______________ ~ _______ ~ ________ ---------

DISPOSITION MAJOR 
Number 

REFERRAL CATEGORY 

MINOR 
Number 

NEGLECT/DER 
Number" 

TOTAL 

Number 
----~-------~---------~---------------------------.--~-------~----------------

Waived to Criminal 
COllrt 

Dismissed 

Dismissed; wa~~ed 

Hold open without 
further' act ion 

t=:.:)rmal Probat iort" 

Referred to another 
Agem~y or Ind i vicfual 

Runaway r~turned 
, c' 

Fine or restitutioh 

Other 

3 ( .1> 

400, (13.4) 

213 ( 7. 1) 

524 (17.6) 

1121 (37.6) 

210 ( 7·.0) 

1 ( (. 1) 

86 ( 2.9) 

96 ( 3.2) 

I LEGAL ~USTODY TRANSFER TO: 
Youth Development 
Center 

PIJbl i c Agency or 
Department 

193 ( 6.5) 

82 ( 2.8) 

0( - ) 

140 ( 9.3) 

143 ( 9.5) 

126 ( 8.4) 

(l 449 (30.0) 

228 (15.2) 

12 ( .8) 
Co 

93 ( 6.2) 

74 4.9) 

13( ;, 9) 

132 

Private Agency or 
Department 26 ( .~) 0 56 ( 3.7) 

Individual' 4 ( .1) 10 ( .7) 

Other 22 .7) 22 1.5) 

TOT A L 2981 (100.0) 
Ji 

1498 <100.0) 

o ( - ) = 

43 ( 6.9) 

61 9.8) 

4( .6) 

13 (2.1> 

202 

o 

o 

17 

o 

(32.3) 

- ) 

- ) 

2 •. 7) 

- ) 

212 (33.9) 

14 2.2) 

40 6.4) 

19 ( 3.0) 

625 (100.0) 

.j" 

:3 ( .1> 

583 (11.4) 

417 ( 8.2) 

654 (12.8) 

1.583 (31. 0) 

640 (12.5) 

13 ( 

1'79 ( 

18i" ( 

206 

.3) 

3.5) 

3.7) 

4.0) 

426('8.3) 

96 ( 1.9) 

54 ( 1. 1 )".i,' 

63 

5104 (100. 0) 

:\:1(1 . 

----------------~---------------------------------------------~~ _______ ~-~- "'i 
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Detailed processing times for~uvenile court' 
refert~als are presented in Table 9. ,About 4 in 1'0 of all 
Juvenlle I:ourt I:ases (38.4") were disposed of with'1.n 30 days Of . referral. This proportion was low~r for 
neglect/dependent referrals (16" within 30 days) andh{gher 
for" sta:tus offense referrals (45" within 30 days). ' 

,I 

Table 9 ----- -
ELAPSED TIME IN DAYS BETWEEN 

REFERRAL AND DISPOSITION, 1982 

~---------------------------~-~~--------~---------------------
REFERRAL REASON T i file Bet ween -----____________ ' _______ .1.) ___ _ 

keferralo and MaJor Minor Negle-t/ TOTAL (~) 
Do 'to .. I i· lSPOSl Ion Offense Offense Dependent 
-------------------------------------------------------------
o day,s 

" ~? 

1 7 d4Ys 

8 - 14 days 

15- 30 d:ays 

II 31- 60 days 

61- 90 days 

"91-180 days 

181+ days 

99 

240 

323 

526 

790 

418 

351 

198 

2945 

89 

98 

172 

311 

352 

158 

182 

124 

1486 

3 

20 

18 

61 

165 

90 

149 

117 

191 (3.8) 

358 (7. 1> 

513 (10.2) 

8'38 (17.8) 

1307 (25.'9) 

666 (13.2) 

682 (13.5') 

439 (8. 7) 

5'4'54 (100. 0) 

-----~-----------~----------~-------------~--:-~~~~~-~~~:~-~.---~ 

* Does riot include 50 Cases with mis~il",g data. 

o 
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In general, maJor offense referralswer.e processed 
More q'uickly than minor and rleg le.ct/dependeYlt ,,'eferral sand 
minor offense 'referrals were p""9ce~"sed:' soone,,' than 
neglect/dependerlt cases. The average "(m~an) elapsed t im.e 
between referral and di$position fot" major oJffenserefer,,'als 
was near 1 y 64' days. The saMe I, stat i st i cs . fCJr m 1 r,or and 
n~glect/dependent referrals were 74 and 135 days, 
respectively. There was also less variation in'the elapsed 
time between refe.r,,'al and" disposition for maJor of,fe'nse 
referralts than for minot' and neglect/depey,dey,t referrals. 

1 ¢ 

o 

FIjI'" the entire 5,054 cases f'?1owhich data was 
avai lable for ~ 9Sa, the o~erall average t l.me betweeYI date of 
referral and date of disposition was about 76 c days. 0 
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AGE 

~ " 
Information concerning th~ageOof Juveniles referred 

" , t~ cou~t is presented" in Tables 10 and 11. The' vast 
maJorit~ (79~) of all Juveniles under 10 were referred in 
the'negle6t/depen'd~nt category. In fact, nearly 60~ of all 
n,~glectl:dependent rt:!.ferrals were under age 10 • Th,!2 undet' 1,O 
agegro\~p as a whole, however, repres,~mted only abl:)IJt9r. of 
all Juvet~ile referrals. Juveniles uy,der age 10 wer'e rnl:;:.st 
likely t,O ,be referred to court, in stat IJS clff'ense arId 
neglect/d~pendent cases • 

CJ 

Th~ 15 year-old ~nd 16 year-old,age groups had the 
largest p~opartion of referral. for major offense 
categories: together, 46~ of all major offense referrals 
i nvol ved, these - age 'g1"oups. The same was true of stat us 
offense cases: about 46" of all 'status ,:)ffense refer,,"als 
involved 15 and" 16 year-olds. 

In general, older Juveniles were referred for more 
serious offenses. Nearly two-third~ (64") of Juveniles 15 
and over wet'e referred G for maJor offenses and abl:II.lt one
third (33") for status offense. Simi lari ly, abc.u"t':JY'le-hal f 
(1009) of those under 15 were referred for maj'or offenses 
wh~le about 23" (462) were referred for status offenses. 

AsTable 10 shows,. nearly' 
neg lectldependsntreferrals were unde'" 
remainder of Yleglectldependent referrals 
fairly evenly across age catego~~es. 

;:\ 

60" of all 
10 years old. The 
were :distributed 

Across all referral categ'jries,. the 16 year-,=-ld age 
group accounted for the largest number of referrals (22~) 
followed by 15 year-olds which spolprised r,eat'ly., '2m"c.f all 
referrals to Juvenile courts. -
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REASON REFERRED BY AGE, ,. 1982 

---------------~-~---~-~--------------------------~----------------'.:.0 D 

AGE 

REFERRAL. CATEGORY 
----------.----, .... ------~------------------

MA.JOR 
.NumbeY' " 

MINOR 
NumbeY' 

NE6LECT/DEP 

" 
TOTAL 

.-------------------------------~.~--------------~-~---------:----~~--J~ . 

Urlder 10 

~0 

11 

1· ... .::. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

58 1.9) 

33 ( 1.1) 

83 2.8) 

139 ( 4 .. 7) 

277 1 9.3) 

419 (14. 1> 

625 (21.0) 

746 (25.0) 

599 (20.1) 

T~ T A L* . 2979(100.0) 

t··- . 

41 ( 2.7) 

14 .9) 

17 ( h1) 

53 3.5) 

106 ( 7 .. 1) 

.231 (15.5) 

351 (23.q) 

345 (23.1) 

336 (22 .. 5) 

1494(100.0) 

368 (59.5) 467 ( 9.2) 

284.5) 75 1.5) 
r'. 

27., ( 4.4) 127 2.5) 

30 4.8) 222 ( 4.4) 

38( 6.1) 421 ,( 8.3) 

37 6.0) 687 (13.5) 

35 5.7) 1011 (19.9) 
o 

36 ( 5.8) 1127 (22.1> 

20 3.2> 955 <18.8) 

619(100.0) 512192 (11210.0) 

----------~---~----------------------------~------~-----~-----------

* Dl::oes 'riot iYIC~lude 12 cases with missitlg data. 

Table 11 provides dispos~ ticlt. data fot' the age 
gY'oups of 11 and undeY', 12 to 13, 14 to 15, and 16 to 17 
yeaY's old. OldeY'Juveniles (16 to 17 yeaY's old) wet'e OlC.st 
likely to receive formal probation,while yOUYl~er" Ji.iveniles 
(nearly 50.) weY'e most often referY'ed to another agency or 
were placed inothe custody of a public agency OY' department. D 
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DISPOSITION BY AGE, 1982 

o 

------~-~----~-------~--------~----------~-------~---------------~----------
11 & undeY' 12 to 13 14 to 15 16 to 17 

DISPOSITION , --------~- -----~..,----
NumbeY' NumbeY' NumbeY' Numbet~ 

,. {) 

(j'! 

_____ ~-_..:. _______________ ~ ____ ._.~ _____________ .... ___ ..... ___ ~--____ "" _____________ ...J"k..~_~ ~0 
I,' 

Waived to CY'iminal 
C';)l..n"t 

o ( -) 
<:0 

~Q~Eb81~I ~QI §Y§§I8~I18IsQ 

Dismissed .. 0 

Dismissed; wat'ned 

Hold open without 
furtheY' actio~ 

'\\ . F c.t~tl1a 1 PY'c.bat lon . . . 

Referred to another 
Agency or Individual 

Runaway Y'et I..tt'ned 

Fine or restitution 

Othet~ 

61 ( 9. 1) 

77 (1 i. 5) 

52 ( 7~8) 

(8.4) 

1615 (24.8) 

o -) 

3 ( .4) 

26 ( 3e g) 

LEGAL CUSTODY 1"RANSFER TO: 
YOIJth Deve 1 opment 
Centet 0 -) 

Pllbl ic ~gency or 
Depat~tmer,t 

Pri va~e Agency ';)Y' 

Depat .. tmeYlt 

Individual 

OtheY' 

TO T A L* 

,~, /} 

. 'J 

159 (23.6> 

14 2.1) 

30 ( 4.5) 

25 (3.7) 

669 (1,00~'0) 

o ( -) 

64 ( 9.9)"" 

"". () 

48 ( 7.5) 

94 (14.6) 
, 

201 (31.3) 

a9 (13.6) 

3 ( ,j .5) 

" 8 ( 1.2) 

,21 3.3) 

1"4 2.2) 

59 ( 9,.2) 

25 ( 3 .. 9) 

c 7( 1. 1> 

10 ( 1.5) 

643 (100~)0) 

3( .2) 

216 <12. 7) 

129 (7.6) 

212 (12.5) 

593 (34.9) 

164 9.7> 

8 .5) 

44 2.6) 

74 4.4) 

!180 ( 4.7) 

113 ( 6.7) " 

38 2.2) 

13 ( .8) 

11 ':( .6) 

1696 (100.0) 
o 

:3 ( • 1) 

o 

:1 

240 (11.5) 
H 

160 ( 7.7) 

295 (14.2> 

731 (35. 1) 

2 ( • 1) 

1245.9) 

66 ( 3.2) 

112 

9· ... .::. 

19 

4 

5.4) 

4.4) 

,~ 9) 

.2) 

/I 

.,;1 7 .8) 

20a2 C100. 0) 

------""!'---~------------~-... -~---"---7-------------;~-------------..;;..------\-'""7.~----
* Does not include 12 cas~s with missing d~ta 
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SEX " 0 

!I 

~II MOt'e than two' a,nd one~hal\ftifl1es as marlY males j~et",e 
~refer'red to, Juvenile ~ourt$ in Nebraska than fe!llales irl 
1982. T~e 3,688 males comprised about 78~ of ~ll referrals 
while 1!43~ females comprised the remainder. 

The pro port ieln of male referrals is even h ighe.t"' fl:lr 
major offenses where about 4 of 5 referrals were male. 
Minor and neglect/deper.d,ent referral~wer~ mOI'"'e neal"'ly equal 

, in the proportion of male and female dis~osition~. About 
56~ of minor offense referrals were male ~hile the 
perce~tage of males ~nd females referred for 
neglect/dependent ~easons w~s near1y equal. 

~ 

, Males were refe"'t"ed for major offer.ses rlearly three 
.~ times as often as fo,., minor offense's. Fer.1ales wet"'e 1'I11:1,.'e 

likely to be referred.: for minor offeMse and 
neglect/depen~ent reasons. Overall, more than two-thirds 
(68~) of male referrals were for major offenses while only 
':Ine-thir"'d (32~) .;:.f female refet~rals wet"e fl::.r major offer.ses. 

;-( .~o 
~i As Table 13 indicates,the most frequent disposit;;ican 

categ,:n"'y fl:lrboth males and females was fl:at"mal "p,."'c,bat il:lr.: 
about one-thh"d of male t"efe,.'x'·als res'~lted i1". probatiJ:.r. 
whi le neal'''ly oYle-quartet' of ferna.1e refel'''l'''als ~"'esl.ll ted (I'" 
probation. It should be noted, however, that the 
proportions of males and females referred for maJor and 
neglect/dependent reasons were quite .different and this 
would have a.direct ~ffect on the proportions of males and 
females in the varil;:'us disiJc,siti,c,n categ,:.,.,.:res. 

Isalg 16 
REASON REFERRED BY SEX, 

-----------------------------~-----~---------------------------
REASON RfFERRED MALE (~) FEMALE (~) TOTAL (~)" 

\C 
--~------~-----------------------------------------:-'---~-~~~~--.-

Major Offenses 2510 (68.4) 471 (32.8) 2981 (58.4) 

Minor Offer.ses 8:42 (23.0) 1498 (29.3) 
Ii d? 

316 ( a.~) 309 (2L 5) 625 (12.2) 

T 0 T:~ A L 3€,6S(100.0) 1436 <100.0)" 5104 U00 .. )ZI') 
- . Y ~i~ I' 1.1L 

-------------~-----------------------~~--~~-------n------~~~---

o 
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D DISPO~~ON BY SEX, 1982 
\~ 

(l 

iJ 

o 

-----~-~-------~--------------------------------~~---~--~~--------
MALE 

DI5POS!ITION --"--------
Numbel''' " 

FEMALE 
---------" 
Number 

TOTAL 

Number 
--------~ .. ';'----~-----------------~-----~:~--------~---~~-~----------

Waived to Criminal 
-Court 

Dismissed 

3 ( .1> 

421 (11.5) 

COMPLAINT SUBSTANTIATED 
NO-TRANSFEij-OF-CEGAC-CiJSTODY: 

'\ . 

D i sm i ssed ; " warned 

Hold open ~ithout 
further" act ion 

1] 
Formal Probatio~ 

Referred to another 
Age,r'cy or Ir.dividual 

r.:;;::, 

Runaway returned 

Fihe or re$titution 

Other 

278-' ( 7.6) 
'.' 

l) 

~\" 517 <14. 1) 

1252 (34·. 1) 
I, 
I;, 
\1 

407 (11. i:U -

4( • 1) 

125 

122 

3.4) 

3.3) 

LEGAL C}JSTODY TRANSFER TO: 
YOIJth Development 
Center 0 183 {S.0) 

. 0 

Public Agency or 
Depart ment . 

Private\Agency or 
Department 

Ind ivi dual 

Othet"' 

TOT A L 

230 (6 .. 3) 

61 1.7) 

28 ( .8)" 

37 1.0) 

3668 <100.0) 

o ( -) 

162 ,<11.3) 

139 ( 9.7) 

137 ( 9.5) 

331 (23. 1) 

233. (16.2) 

9 .6) 

54 ( 3.8)' 

65 4 .• 5) 

23 ( 1.6) 

.!I 

35 

26. IJ 1.8) 

26 ( 1..8) 

1436 <100.0) 

3 (" • 1) 

58~ (11.4) 

654 <1;;.8) 

1583 (31.121) 

640 (12.5) 

13 .3) 

179 3.5) 

187 3.7) 
'j 

206 (..0) 

426. 8.3) 

96 1.S1) 

541. 1) 

63 1.2) 

5104 (100.0)" 

. a 

-~--... ----:~---~.--------------------------------------~-....;:.----~----~--
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ETHNIC GROUP 

Data collected by the Commission on the ethnicgl'"'clI.lp 
.::cr t~ace I';)f young pet"sons "referred to 'Juveni Ie cc •• ..r('t incl uded 
the categories of ~hjte, black, Native American, Hispanic, ~ 
Oriental, and "other". It should be noted that the 
pt"c'portic,n of min.,;)t"ity gl'''OUP juveniles i1"l Nebras),l.a's. 
pc.pulat ion is quite small outside cOI.mt ies such as D':".fglas, 
LaY',cast7r, Sarpy, ano Scotts Bluff. As aresl.tlt, me,~s!-lr:\es~, 
of dellnq,!;leney .:u\1':Jng ethnic gt"oupsinthe sta't!:!f~;~).?e· 
difficult t.::c estimate. The information contained,ir\ Ta;b'IE2" 
14 does,sl.lggest, h,jwevet", that there is sOnlevariatio\'l"an~i.:;'rt!H 
l'''acial gJl'~OUPS in the pro port ion of ~"efel'''rals for' maJclr,'l~ 
minor, and neglect/dependent reasons: "~ 

,~~ .:.~.,::"I" 

-s 
"~" i~ 
~,~ "fl" 

';'.., .~ 

REASON REFERRED BY=:THN~,S GROUP, 1982 
\. \;.1 
G .t ~ 

~ :, 

----------------~------------------------------------.... ------~l~~-----"'~.-
ETHNIC 
GROUP 

REFERRAL CATEGORY' . ~ 
-~~~~----------------------------------

MAJOR MINOR NEGLECT IDEP TO.TAL~"'~ 
", 

N1.Jmber 'to N I.Irn bel''' 'Yo • NIJmber (';:,'to • NI.lmbet""r . 1-
c-' ~------------7-------------------------------------------:::::'"~1~~.""-..t--..:,-

'" White 02479 (83.2) 13C:0 (88.1) 484 (77.;) 4 .... 8.,..'··~(8~ ~) .::. ,.""J ' ..:!I. ':I I 

o 0 

Black 84 (13.4) 
' .. : 

414,( 8. l( 264 8.,9) 66 ( 4.4)0 
o 

Nat ive Am. :i_'( 
132\\ "~e 77 ( 2.6) 23 (~3. 7) .. " 

" '\' 
Hispanic 107 ( 3~6) 42 ( 2.8) 13 ( 2. 1 t\:;.,~ " 162 ,( 3.2) 

Oriental 6 ( .2) 4 .3) 04 .6) 

Other 
,<J 1\ 

99'1- ;U9}' 
. ,~'.~ >.-. -<.,,' 

48 ( 1.6) 34 2.3) 17 ( 2.7) 

TOT A L 
,\ 

2981(100.0) 1498(100.0) 
(j J!·c, "~oi:; 

625 (100.0) ,_c5104 Q,'0'0.(0) 
\~ -~.' ,(\ 

--------~~----------~--------------....:~---~------.... -------·'!""".:.<~------.:.~~...;.~L .. 
, t~. ,tr~~ ~<i;. 

"~I 

I~) 

= 

f~, I 
-.11 t 

G' , ~,:' j' f.?i 
('." .~ .. I 

II 0 

t: '\ 
( 1 
r '.,'1 
I t .1 

\\,1 
~ 
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LIVING ARRANGEMENT 

II' Table 15 presents informat ion c8nce'rning.Ji'h'e liv'ing 
arrangements of Juveniles at the time of referral. For 
maJor and minor off~nsereferral~, the most common li9ing 
situation=wa~ at home with both parents; apprl~ximately 40 'to 
of Juveniles referred in these categc,rifis lived at home with 
bClth parents. =--J:.he next lal'''gest category of maJ.~r and minor 
I:.ffense referrals was of Juveniles l'iving at home with the 
mc.ther only. 

REASON REFERRED BY LIVING ARRANGEMENT, 1982 

-------------------------------------------------------------~----------
REFERRAL CATEGORY 

LIVING 
ARRANGEMENT 

-------------------------------~r-----o MAJOR MINOR NEGLECT/DEP 
Number 'to Number ~ Number ~ 

Bot h pal'''ent s 1021 (40.6) 

Mother ,jnly 708 (28.2) 
" 

114 4.5) 
o 

Mother~stepfather 211 8.4) 

71 ( 2.8) 

Relatives 86 3.4) 

" Foster7Group home 1~4 ( 4.5) 
~ 

Institution ,76 ( 3.0) 

Independer,)t 30 1.2) 

Other 

59 ( 2.3) 

T 0 TA L* 
D 

C' 2515 <100. 0) 

510 (42.9) 

315 (26.5) 

48 ( 4.0) 

123 (10.3) 

33 ( 2.8) 

34 a.9) 

9 ( .8) 

5 .4) 

13 ( L.1) 

43 ( 3.6) 

1189(100.0) " 

111 (20.7) 

237 (44.3) 

35 

27 

5 

28 
'J 

6.5) 

~.0) 

.9) 

5.2) 

76 (14.2) 
..;~: 

o ( -) 

2 ( .4) 

8 ( 1.5) 

6(1.1) 

535 (.100.0) 

TOTAL 
Numbel''' 1. 

16.42 (38.7) 

1260 (29.7) 

197 ( 4.6) 

361 8.5) 
o 

109 ( 2.6) 

148 ( 3.5) 

,246 

85 2.0) 

46 1.1) 

108 2.5) 

4239 (100.0) 

'~ ~----------------------.;...~-... ----------------~--.-----~--------"l:,.----------~ 
• 0 

~ D&es not include 8~~ cases with mis5i~gdata 
o ~ 
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Appl'''oximately oYle-third of all refet"rals to °JI.lveni Ie 
c':'llrts ;'1"1", 1982 came fronl (J single-pa.rent families. Fot" 
Yleglect/depende'!t referl'''als the pr"oportion Was evey, higher": 
ab·~ut oYle-half of all refer"rals we~"e fr,::.rn single'-pa.rent 
families: It is significant t00 note that for the 1,185 
maJor and . minol''' offense referrals fl'~l:tm siYlgle~pat"eYlt 
f ami 1 i es, §§~-~~!:~-f!:2!'!L!ingl~_m9!b~n:_f~mili§!; wh i 1 e' OY,l y 
14,,"wet"e fr.::.m siYlgle father fami l~es. . 
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SEPARATE JUVENILE' COURT.S 

Referrals to the separate Juvenile courts pf ~ 
DO'.tglas, Lancaster, and Sat"PY counties c':Jnstitituted Ylea~ly 
51,," of all Juvenile court ~eferrals 'acro~~ the state1 
howe\?,.er, these count ies represent only ab':Jut 45" of the 
state' 5 tota16 Juveni Ie populat i'on. LaYlcaster C.::.tJY'lty 
Separate JuveYI i 1 e Caurt processed nl.:tred is p.::.s i t ions ( 1, 546) 
than any other JUrisdiction, while Douglas and Sarpy 
counties foll.~wed with 902 and 432,I'''espect i vely. lot sn.:,I.lld 
be noted that the,informationpresented in Tables 15 and 17 
,,(as jJwell as all ':Jther data in this repi:t\'~ot) is based on 
counts of ~i!Q2§i!i~n! during 1982 rat~er than referrals 
during 1982, and therefore provides only a partial estimate 
of the activity of" the[:tJtlvenile c.:tUrt. It is likely t!:at 
the intake activity of JI.lVeydle c.:tl.lr.ts involved many mc·\,"'e 
yc'uY'lg persons dl.lt~il"lg.a giv~ri yea .. " than are reflected ~i'n 
these disposition statistics. . ~ 

~ . 
The procedures' involved in referral . t.:. J'.lveY'li le 

court may vary ~cross JUt"isdi6t iOYIS and infl1lence the number 
of cases reported in the Juvenile Court Reporting Program. 
In addition, the policie~ of prosecutors, Juvenile service 
agencies, and Judges may vary in different Jurisdictions, 
influencing the nature and n~mber o~ Juvenile ~eferrals 
repor'ted'to the C':'fIlmissi':Jn.. As aY', example, lithe ~threec 
separa~e Juvenile courts i" Nebra~ka have some differen~es 
it·, Pt",:ccessiYlg pt"'ocedl,lres which t"'esu~t in diffet"ing r'eportlYlg 
l'"'esLtl ts. 

The 'oug~as County Attorney's office acts as the 
C':'Ul'"'t i'rltake f,:I\" all J,.lveY'iile "t"eferr"ctls in Dou.glas cO'.ll"d;y .. 
il-. i s r.,eaYIS that the '5nly J 1.~veY,i Ie cases t'epot'ted t.:. the 
CC'fl1l'11is'si':IYI at'e tno?s .which at;'e filed with petition by the 
CI::II.\rfby Att.:.rney' $ ,:.ffice. 

In La~caster Courity, th~ Ju~enile probation offic~ 
serves the court inta~e fu~ction~ Cases that come to the 
att\~Ylt ior' c,'F the J Ltver,i Ie prcc!:lat ic.ri cl'Ffice (t"egar"d less c.f 
the 'source of referral) a~e reported tot~e COMmission. 
CA.ses 'formally dispc,sed of by the CCd.ll""t ~"apt"esent· those 
filed with petiti.:,n., while cases !-taYldled il"lfc,rmally by the 
Juvenile probation office represent cases handle~ without 
petition. . 0 

In Sarpy C';".IY'lty, the pr.~cessiY'!gc.f refet"rals to 
Juvenile cQurt is similar to that in Lancaster coun~y. T~e 
Juver,i le pt",:"bat ion c.ffice of the cc'Ut't haY'I(:Hesthe iYltake 
function and t~ose cases filed with~Dpetition are formally 
dip,:,sed ,::.f by the cOI.\rt •. Cases 'handled iYr:lf':;)t"'mally by the 
probati.:tn .;:.ffice -!\P'e n':Jt t"epcll· .. ted btsi'tOMe ~Coml'llis~ii::.n. 
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Di fferences among the three sepat"ate J'Jveni Ie courts 
in the receipt of referrals are indicated in Table 16. 
Plt~ou~~ the largest proportion of referral$ in the three 

" J'.lvel"dle CCIUt'ts wa,s t'eceived,,,frciM law enfot"cement agencies, 
,,"" the pE!t~Cerlta~es vary great ly: 80~ of Sat ... py c.:aurlty's 

t~efe,.'rals were ft"'j:J1'l1 law errFol"'cemeY':t agenci.es, whil~ only,/, 
about35~ of Lancaster county's referral$ were from the same 
source. Doug!as county ~ada larger proportion of referrals 
~ro~ ~ocial agencies than either of the other t~o courts. 

The distribution ad disposition categories in the 
t~ree ~ep3rat~ Juvenile courtg is p~ese~tedin Table 17~ 
;!jey'~ 0'11 en'" e several" c:i-Fferel"lces anll:arlgthe COllt ... ts in the 
jigtribution of dispositions. This is mosb likely due to 
t!j€! vat":;i ng types clf cases referred t.:aeach court and the 
t:'::ll.'l:"t'·~ O .... t·1 pol icies arlo p~~pt ices. 

-;)1 

SOURCE OF REFERRAL IN DOUGLAS, LAM;:ASTER, SARPY 
SEPARATE JUVEN!LE COURTS, AND ALL OTHER COUNTIES, 

1982 ~ 

" 

---~----------------:""":-.--:------------.~-----------------------------~-------

SOURCE OF 
RE:F~:;:RRAL 

DOUGLAS 
COUNTY" 

" LeNCASTER 
COUNTY 

SARPY 
COUNTY 

ALL OTHER 
COUNTIES 

-----------------~---~-~---------------------~--------------------------

403 (44.8) 

35 ( 3.9) 

18S (20.9) 
{J 

o 

Prcibation Office o - } 

Pat"erlts, Relat ives 143 >( 15."9) 
I' 

Other Cctl.\rt 
D 

C.jl.ll"j'f.:y Attorrley 

Othe.,,, 

TOT A L 

114 OZ.7) 

15 ( 1.7) 

1 ( • 1) 

899 <100.0) 

558 (36.2) 

55( 3.6) 

4 ( .3) 

55 ( 3.6) 

, 99 

224 (14.5) 

444 (28.7) 

107 ( 6.9) 

1546(100.0) 

346 (80.3) 

10 ( 2.3) 

15 ( 3.5) 

12 ( 2.8) 

37 S.6) 

1 .2) 

o 0 7 ( 1.6) 

3 .7) 

431 <100.0) 

715 (33. 1> 

11 ( .5) 

67 3. 1) 

4 ( .2) 

18 

26 

.8) 

1. i:::) 

1203 (55.7) 

117 ( 5.4) 

2161(100.0) 

-----~-~--------~~-~-------~-------.----------------------~--~---~---~~--
ill·< * Doe~ not include 67 cases ~ith missing data 
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Ii21§!Z 
DISPOSITIONS IN DOUGLAS, LANCASTER, SARPY 

SEPARATE JUVENILE COURTS AND ALL OTHER COUNTIES, 
19~2~ 

. 
-------------------------------------------------~---------~----------------

DISPOSITION 
CATEGORY 

DOUGLAS 
COUNTY 

LANCASTER 
COUNTY 

SARPY" 
COUNTY 

ALL OTHER 
COUNTIES 

Number ~ Number ~ Number ~ Number ~ 

--~-----~--------------------------~------~---------------------------------

Waive~ to Criminal 
Com"t 

Dismissed 

Dismissed; war~ed 

H.;)ld Qpen° wi th.;)ut 
f'.\rther" act iCI'l"1 

~ormal Probation 
g, 

Referred to anotner 
Agency or Individual 

Pine or restitution 

Other~ 

121 "( -) 

26 2.9) 

o -) 

280 (31.121) 

6 .7) 

o -) 

9 1.0) 

2 ( .2) 

~ESAL CUSTODY TRANSFER TO: 
youth Development 
Center 5121 ( 5.5) 

PI.IO 1 i c: Agency Ot" 
Department 

Private Agency or 
'Depat"t ment 

Individual 

Othet" 

T 0 TAL 

182 (20.2) 

80 8.9) 

35 ( 3.9) 

2( .2) 

902 <100.0) 

121 ( -) 

, 
108 ( 7.121) 

82 ( 5.3) 

623 (4121.3) 

246 <15.9) 

352 (22.8) 

'3 
!7 

.6) 

121 ( -) 

9 ( .6) 

33 

84 5.4) 

o - ) 

o ( 
o ( -) 

1546(100.0) 

2 ( .5) 

52 (12.121) 

11216 (24.5) 

1 .2) 

!35 (31 . . 3) 

" 78 (18. 1) 

121 -) 

1 

8 

24 

o 

o 

:3 

.2) 

1. '3) 

5.1) 

5.6) 

- }' 

• 7) 

43201210.121) 

1 ( <. 1) 

193 ( 1. 7) 

211'3 ( 9. 1) 

3121 ( 1. 3) 

922 (41.5) 

21214 9.2) 

4 .2) 

169 

168 

136 

16 

19 

58 

7.6) 

7.6) 

4.5) 

6. 1) 

• 7) 

.9) 

2224 <11210.121) 

---------~--... ----~-----------~-~------~-,--'~---------------~------~----~-!""-- .... 
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!a~bs a 
C.oUNTY ARREST AND JUVENILE: COURT DATA, 1'982 

, -------~f-~----~----~-------------------~-----~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~S~~~~~~~-----
;/1\\ JUVEN I LE JUVEN I LE ---------------------.... --------------

COUNTY ~ 9 POPULATI.oN ARRESTS MAJ.oR MINOR NEGLECT I TOTAL 
~0-17) .oFFENSES OFFENS,ES DEPENDENT CASES 

I, _' " - -

--------~---------~-----~---~---------~--------~----------------------------~-

ADAMS 8137 
qNTELOPE 2585 
ARTHUR 

id' 
136 

BANNER 269 
BLAINE 270 
BOONE 21800 
BOX BUTTE 406~ 
BOYD 806 
BROWN 1247 
BUFFALO 9117 
BURT 2309 
BUTLER 2631 
CASS 6150 
CEDAR 3708 
CHASE 1461 
CHERRY 1906 

" CHEYC:NNE 2766 
CLAY 2335 
COLFAX c 2799 
;::UMING 3534 
CUSTER 3788 
DAKOTA 5419 
DAWES 240;:: 
.DAWSON 671'4 
DEUEL 667 
DIXON 2120 
DDDGE 10037 
DOUGLAS 115538 
DUNDY 698 
FILLMORE 2146 
FRANKLIN 1068 
:=RONTIER 1010 
FURNAS 1570 

" G' 

0 

162 
1 

10 
9g. 
'-

21 
165 

10 

56 
'3 
1 

16 
106 

6 
33 
38 
23 
59 
66 

189 
2 
7 

168. 
2897 

1 
11 

2 
11 

1 ... 

C) 

62 37 0 99 
,6 0 2 8 

0 () 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0· 
7 18 0 

.. ~ 0 25 
17 15 5 37 

2 0 0 2 
4 7 3 14 

29 9 0 38 
1 7 1 ., 9 
5 22 1 28 

46 16 16 78 
4 1 ,,0 5 

11 0 0 11 
0 :,. 0. 0 0 
7 18 6 31 

13 4 5 22 
9 27~i' 2 38 
8 2 0 10 

13 11 ~. .::. 26 
6 4 0 10 

85 86 7 178 

2 0 .... 
.::. 4 

20 12 1· ... .::. 44 
514 193 195 902 

0 1 0 1 
19 37 0 56 

2 0 0 2 
4 .5 1 10 

o 

~------~~-~--~~~-----~-------------~~--~~--------------~----------~-----------
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COUNTY ARREST AND JUVENILE COURT D~TA, 19.92 
(continued) 

tl 
,. ~',.) , • ~:;,i".. ___ ,-____ ... __________ ~_ .... __ ~_~~ _____ -,:r--________ _ 

----------~-------,--------------- '" JUVENILE COURT DISPOSITIONS 

JUVU:::L-~TILI~EON J~~~~~~~ -;'~~n~-~----~~~~~----~~~~~~~~---~2~~~ i Q 

COUNTY' pap M , ,OFFENSES OFFENSES DEPENDENT CASES c· .~ (0-17) __________________ -
--.... -~---~~-~--....:.---~:..-------------------- ...... -.-... -------~----~-~ . ~ . , 

G~GE 
GARDE~ 
SARFIELD 
GOSP:::~ 
SRANT 
GREELEY 
:··!~LL 

HA:v1!L'ON 
l-lARLA:'J 
HAYES 
YITCHCOCK 
HOLT 
HOOKE~ 
HOWARD 
JEFFERSON 
.JOHNSON 
Ki;,ARNEY 
KEITH 
l-'.EYA PAHA 
KIMBALL 

.KNOX 
LANCASTER 
C!NCOi-N 
LOGAN 

" :_oUp· 
MADISON 
'YIcPHERSON 
MERRICK 
'vIORRILL 
NANCe: 
NEMAI-:A 
NUCKOLLS 
DTOE 

6.138 
658 
640 
591 ' 
267 

1077 
14355 
2818 
1.0S6 

393 
1146 
4201 

261 
2079 
2346' 
1369 
1933 
2725 , 
3a5~ 

14A-0' 
3300 

47064 
11192 

309 
241 

8.599 
161 

2746 
1751 
1394 
2075 
1816 

·4099 

279 
1 

3 
3 

580 
~4 

5 

7 
20 
10 

6 
32 

4 
13 
78 

1 ,f 

'23, 
2-Z f) 

2305 
383 

5 
~_c-.== _____ 1 

21-2 

34 
5 

!B2 
6 

79 

34 

o 
5 
o 
9 

175 
16 

o 
6 

o 

4 
o 

1 

17 
103i.a 

'" 59 
o 
1 

41 
1 

4 
5 
6 

25 

o 

28 

o 
o 
.0 
o 

104 
9 

o .... .::. 

o 
4 
4 

21 
322 

o 

11 
o 

.. 3 
18 
~ 

13 

11 

o 
o 
o 
o 

29 
o 

o 
o 
1 
o 

3 
185 

o 
o 
o 
7 
o 

o 
0. 
1 

o 

73 

5 
o 
9 

JtZ18 

IZI 
8 

7 
9 

1 

4~ 

1546 
84 
o 
4 

59 
1 

7 

38 

-------------~---------~-~-------------------~------~~-----~--------~---------
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Ia~bs e 
COUNTY ARREST AND JUVENILE COURT DAiA, -1982 

(contil"l~ed) 

-------~---------------------------------------------~------------------------- . 
JUVENILE COURT DISPOSITIONS 

------...::~--~-~-----------------------" ,,-,,JUVENIL~ JUVENILE 
POPULATldN' ARRESTS 

(0-17) .. 
MAJOR' MINOR NEGLECT/ TOTAL 

c',) 

OFFENSES OFFENSES DEPENDENT CASES 
COUNTY 

------------------------------~----------------~------------------------------

PAW~~t::s: 
pc::mUNS 
PI-tELPS 
PIERCE 
~LATTE 

POU{ 
~ED WILLOW 
RICHARDSON 
ROC~{ 

SALIl\;E 
SAR'JY 
SAUNDERS 
SCOTTS BLUFF 
S:::WARD 
3:-!E:i I DAN 
SHER:V:A:-.: 
SI.OL!X 
STANTON 
THAYER 
THOMAS 
THURSTON 
VALLEY 
WASH INGTDN .. 
WAYNE 

. , ~.JEBS:TER 
=Wf';f::E!ER 

YORI-<: 

G' ":~.:".'! .. : 

TO TAL 

909 
l029 
2638 
2485 
9002 
1820 
3494 
2806 

715 
324a 

3062l 
5559 

11580 
4200 

'i;l 2173 
1.251 

51'13 
2227 
1941 

297 
245121 
,f~53e 

.. ' ~ <'" :4652 
12317 
j". 

1258 
, 352 
4114 

.41'8035 

12 

233 
28 
8~ " 
74 

73 
1042 

75 
263 

71 
44 

9 

2 
24 
o 

26 
20 
1.6 

5 

225 

10708 

,-~~ 

4 
1 
8 

.25 

24 
7 
3 

16 
274 

128 
20 
14 
o 
o 
1 
2 

10 
3 

16 

. .., 

.::. 

e981 

o 

1 

~) 2 o 
29 

'±.' 

6 
8 
1 

19 
112 

13 
62 
26 
10 

121 
4" 

10 

4 
43 

5 

121 
121 

24 

1498 

o 
2 
1 
o 
o 

5 
8 
IZI 
o 

46 
14 
26 

7 
1 

1 

3 

1 n 

o 
6 

625 

6 
4 

11 .-. .::. 

54 

35 

4 

432 
58 

216 

o 
6 

13 

16 
47 
24 

3 

5104 

c~ ___ ~ _______ ~~--------~--------~---------------------________ ~_---------~-----

- Data not available. 

~l'''t'est data fl"",:,m ·1982 Nebrasw.a Urli form Crime R~pOl'"ti. 
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