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INTRODUCTION 

This publication comprises copies of the first 100 statistical 

bulletins; Australian Prison Trends, which have been published by the 

Australian Institute of Criminology each month since May 1976. The 

consolidation of these bulletins is, to some extent, of historical 

interest, as it places in convenient form a large collection of 

otherwise scattered statistical information, but it also may be of 

interest in that it demonstrates how a statistical collection develops 

and extends over time. Thus this publication can be seen as a case 

study of an evolutionary approach to the improvement of criminal 

justice statistics. 

The idea of producing a monthly collection of Australian 

prison statistics came from a seminar on penal measures conducted by 

the Institute in early 1976 at which reference was made to the 

differences in imprisonment rates (prisoners per 100,000 population) 

between Australian jurisdictions. Several prison administrators were 

participants in this seminar and they suggested that the figures that 

had been quoted were out of date. More importantly, they offered to 

supply more up-to-date statistics for their own jurisdictions. 

Following further informal discussions and some correspondence a 

simple data collection sheet was designed and circulated. At that 

time all. that was collected was the daily average numbers of male and 

female prisoners in gazetted institutions for adults for the relevant 

month in each jurisdiction. These figures were r~produced and, after 

the first issue, converted into imprisonment rates in Australian 

Prison Trends, which, for the first twelve months was circulated only 

to the prison administrators themselves. Also during the first year 

of publication an attempt was made to show changes over time in the 

size of the prison populations. Some brief interpretative comments 

were included in most issues. 

After a year of publication, and with the agreement of the 

administrators, circulation was widened to include the Chief Justices 

in each State and Territory and a small number of research organisat­

ions. This monthly publication aroused considerable interest, 

especially in the imprisonment rates, and during the second year the 

collection was extended to include basic information on the numbers of 

unconvicted prisoners on remand for the first day of each month. 
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Initially the remand statistics were published simply as crude numbers 

and as a percentage of the total prisoners for each jurisdiction, but 

some administratora pointed out that this gave a misleading picture, 

particularly for those jurisdictions with low imprisonment rates. 

Hence, from 1 November 1977 (issue No. 18) the remand figures were 

also presented as rates per 100,000 population. 

Also approximately at that time, with the co-operation of the 

Federa.l Attorney-General's Department, 1.t became possible to list the 

Australian Capital Territory as a separate jurisdiction, even though 

the majority of A.C.T. prisoners were (and still are) held 1.0 New 

South Wales prisons. From August 1978 a further refinement was made 

which allowed the (then not inconsiderable) numbers of Northern 

Territory prisoners who were serving sentences in other jurisdictions 

to be identified. Thus, as it evolved, the collection became as much 

of interest to judges and magistrates as it was to prison administ­

rators. The imprisonment and remand rates were increaSingly being 

seen as a direct reflection of sentencing and bail decision-making. 

As a supplement to an issue of Australian Prison Trends in 

1979 a prison occupancy survey was conducted. This showed that while 

the overall prison occupancy rate was 88.9 per cent, the rates 

(excluding the A.C.T.) varied from 65.3 per cent in Tasmania to 103.4 

per cent in Western Australia! Even though this survey was more 

difficult to undertake than anticipated, it probably should he 

repeated from time to time. 

Some small improvements were made to the collection in late 

1978 by adding information about work release and attendance centre 

programs, but in July 1980, again with the co-operation of the 

Federal Attorney-General's Department, the numbers of Federal 

prisoners in each jurisdiction were added. Initially these data were 

included each quarter, but later they were included each month. From 

November 1980 information was added on the numbers of sentenced 

prisoners received each month in each jurisdiction. Theoretically, 

this additional datum can be used, together with the daily average 

numbers of prisoners, less remandees, to calculate the average time 

served under sentence in each jurisdiction. 
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No further significant changes have been made to Australian 

Prison Trends in recent years, but the extent of the development of 

this series can be readily seen by comparing earlier issues with the 

most recent. This development illustrates the interaction of supply 

and demand with regard to criminal justice statistics. In this case 

it was the suppliers of the information, the prison administrators, 

who frequently demanded that more information be included in the 

monthly bulletins. Furthermore, particularly following the public­

ation of synopses of the monthly data in the Institute's quarterly, 

Reporter, outside interest in the series increased and this led to a 

demand for more and better information. 

The data from Australian Prison Trends have been cited in many 

publications, including reports of the Australian Law Reform 

Commission, and undoubtedly there is now a much wider public under­

standing of the numbers of people in prison in Australia than there 

was, say. ten years ago. But perhaps of even greater importance is 

the fact that Australian Prison Trends prompted the development of a 

number of parallel criminal justice data series. These inc1ude 

Juveniles under Detention, which commenced as a monthly pub1ication in 

January 1977 under the direction of Dr Satyanshu Mukherjee, but became 

a quarterly publication in January 1982 after negotiations with 

Welstat, the agency with whom the work is undertaken and which is 

responsible to the Welfare Ministers' Conference. Another series, 

National Probation and Parole Statistics, now renamed Australian 

Community Corrections Data, was initiated in 1978 under the direction 

of Mr Ivan Potas. This is a monthly publication which is complement­

ary to Australian Prison Trends. (Both of these more recent 

collections have also expanded considerably since their humble 

beginnings.) Finally, a quarterly publication, Prison Statistics for 

Asia and the Pacific was started in May 1980. This contains basic 

data from fifteen countries in the region and is closely integrated 

wich the work of the Annual Conference of Correctional Administrators 

for Asia and the Pacific. 

Possibly the most important consequence of the monthly 

publication of Australian Prison Trends has been the development of 

annual censuses of all Australian prisoners. Pressure for this 

deve10pment came from a number of directions. A conference of. Chlef 
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Justices in 1980 asked if the Institute could do more to explain the 

differences in impr.isonment rates by identifying the different types 

of prisoners in each jurisdiction, and a meeting of correctional 

administrators the following year recommended to the Conference of 

Correctional Services Ministers that a uniform national prison census 

be conducted in collaboration with the Institute. Censuses have been 

conducted on 30 June 1982, 1983 and 1984 with the results being widely 

recognised as invaluable for both planning and further research. A 

parallel census of persons undergoing community-based corrections is 

in preparation for 1985. 

The detailed negotiations and administration of these censuses 

is now undertaken by a body named the National Correctional Statistics 

Committee which is responsible to the Conference of Correctional 

Services Ministers. This committee meets once or twice a year and 

comprises representatives of all corrections departments, the 

Australian Bureau of Statistics and the Institute. The committee also 

has an advisory role in relation to the Institute's monthly and 

quarterly data collections. 

This brief statement of the development and impact of 

Australian Prison Trends should not leave the impression that there 

have been no difficulties along the way. There has generally been an 

extremely high level of co-operation from the staff of corrections 

agencies, but occasionally gaps have appeared and errors have been 

detected. Wherever possible corrections were noted in the subsequent 

issues. The 100 issues of Australian Prison Trends reproduced in this 

volume include these omissions and corrections, warts and all. 

Nevertheless, it must be the case that this consolidated collection 

contains a unique source of data for the criminal justice researchers 

in Australia. 

D.B. 

November 1984 



Publication dates of Australian Prison Trends Nos. 1 to 100 

No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 ** 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

Period covered 

May and June 1976 
July 1976 
August 1976 
September 1976 
October 1976 
November 1976 
December 1976 
January 1977 
February 1977 
March 1977 
April 1977 
May 1977 
June 1977 
July 1977 
August 1977 
September 1977 
October 1977 
November 1977 
December 1977 
January 1978 
February 1978 
March 1978 
April 1978 
May 1978 
June 1978 
July 1978 
August 1978 
September 1978 
October 1978 
November 1978 
December 1978 
January 1979 
February 1979 
March 1979 
April 1979 
May 1979 
June 1979 
July 1979 
August 1979 
September 1979 
October 1979 
November 1979 
December 1'979 
January 1980 
February 1980 
Match 1980 
April 1980 
May 1980 
June 1980 
July 1980 

** Includes prison accommodation survey 

Date of publicatio~ 

30 July 1976 
2 September 1976 

27 September 1976 
25 October 1976 
18 November 1976 
23 December 1976 
26 January 1977 
28 February 1977 
23 March 1977 
11 May 1977 
25 May 1977 
30 June 1977 

3 August 1977 
30 August 1977 
22 September 1977 
21 October 1977 

2 December 1977 
17 January 1978 

7 Februaty 1978 
24 February 1978 

5 April 1978 
27 April 1978 
24 May 1978 
3 July 1978 

25 July 1978 
24 August 1978 
29 September 1978 
26 October 1978 
29 November 1978 
10 January 1979 
24 January 1979 
26 February 1979 
26 March 1979 
27 April 1979 
23 May 1979 
22 June 1979 
31 July 1979 
2/. August 1979 
25 September 1979 
25 October 1979 
27 November 1979 
14 January 1980 
25 January 1980 
28 February 1980 
24 March 1980 
24 April 1980 
22 May 1980 
27 .June 1980 
29 July 1980 
27 August 1980 



No. 

51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

100 

2. 

Period covered 

August 1980 
September 1980 
October 1980 
November 1980 
December 1980 
January 1981 
February 1981 
March 1981 
April 1981 
May 1981 
June 1981 
July 1981 
August 1981 
September 1981 
October 1981 
November 1981 
December 1981 
January 1982 
February 1982 
March 1982 
April 1982 
May 1982 
June 1982 
July 1982 
August 1982 
September 1982 
October 1982 
November 1982 
December 1982 
January 1983 
February 1983 
March 1983 
April 1983 
May 1983 
June 1983 
July 1983 
August 1983 
September 1983 
October 1983 
November 1983 
December 1983 
January 1984 
February 1984 
March 1984 
April 1984 
May 1984 
June 1984 
July 1984 
August 1984 
September 1984 

Date of publication 

25 September 1980 
30 October 1980 
24 November 1980 
23 December 1980 

5 February 1981 
25 February 1981 
30 March 1981 
29 April 1981 
29 May 1981 
6 July 1981 

30 July 1981 
4 September 1981 

23 September 1981 
26 October 1981 

9 December 1981 
27 January 1982 

3 February 1982 
10 March 1982 
31 March 1982 
30 April 1982 
28 May 1982 
2 July 1982 

30 July 1982 
31 August 1982 
30 September 1982 
26 October 1982 
30 November 1982 
24 December 1982 

1 February 1983 
2 March 1983 

29 March 1983 
27 April 1983 
31 May 1983 
29 June 1983 
28 July 1983 
25 August 1983 
29 September 1983 
31 October 1983 
28 November 1983 
17 January 1984 
25 January 1984 
29 February 1984 
28 March 1984 

2 May 1984 
25 May 1984 
29 June 1984 

2 August 1984 
31 August 1984 
28 September 1984 
29 October 1984 



NO. 1 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
10·18 Col bee Court, PI, "'P. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

30 July 1976 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS 

With the co-operation of aii prison administrators in Australia the 
Institute has produced the first 'fact sheet' of prison statistics. 
Monthly statements are planned. 

Daily average numbers of persons held in custody for 

Ma~ 1976 June 1976 

Males Females Total Males Females Total 

N.S.W.* 3503 110 3613 3/~58 101 3559 

VIC. 1557 31 1588 1573 36 1609 

QLD* 1462 27 1489 1496 34 1530 

S.A. 698 16 714 662 14 676 

W.A. 964 44 1008 933 44 977 

TAS. 285 4 289 288 II 292 

N.T. 202 4 206 194 3 197 

AUST. 8671 236 8907 8604 236 8840 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** including a small number of periodic detainees 

COMMENTS 

1. If the above statistics are compared with the daiiy average prison 
populations for the year 1973-74 (not reproduced here), it appears that 
N.S.W. is the only jurisdiction to have experienced a significant 
increase, while decreases are noted for VIC., S.A., W.A. and TAS. The 
figures for QLD and TAS. appear to have remained relatively stahle. 

2. For Australia as a 'iThole, there are now more than 400 fewer prisoners 
than the total daily average of 9077 recorded for the year 1973-74. 

3. Even though there are significant differences between jurisdictions, 
for Australia as a whole, female prisoners comprise approximately 2.6 
per cent of the total. 

4. More detailed analyses of the statistics will be attempted in the 
future as more data become available. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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NO. 2 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
10·18 Col bOil Court, PI: l'It>. AC.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28, Woclnn. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 TI!hH)I,lplllC: AlJSTCnlM 

2 September 1976 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS 

This is the second monthly anJllysis of prison populations in Austral1a 
which the Institute has produced 'ilith the co-operation of all prison 
administrators. 

The daily average number of persons held in custody during July 1976 with 
changes in totals sinee May 1976 are : 

Jul;! 1976 

~ Females ~ fhanges sj,nee Ma;! 1976 

N.S.W.* 3408 95 3503 - 110 

VIC. 1524 36 1560 28 

QLD** 1513 31 1544 + 55 

S.A. 697 16 713 1 

w.A. 929 46 975 33 

TAS. 278 4 282 7 

N.T. 181 1 182 24 

AUST. 8530 229 8759 - 148 

* including A.C.T. prlsoners 
** including a small number of periodic detainees 

It can be seen from the above figures that all jurisdictions ex~ept 
Queensland have experienced a decUne in prison numbers over the perlod 
May/July 1976, and that for the country as a whole there has been a 
decrease in the total number of prisoners of 148 over this two-month 
period. The bulk of this decrease has occurred within the male group of 
prisoners, with female numbers decreasing by only a total of seven. 
Females continue, however, to ~epresent approximately 2.6 per cent of the 
total. 

(cont'd over page) 
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July figures have been used to cflleulflte the .Imprlflonment rlltl'fl (prlfloncrfl 
per 100,OUO of the popuilltlon) for ellch .lurlflclletlon ;lfl followfl 

Prisoners General Populatlon** ImprlHonment Rate 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W.* 3503 5034* 69.6 

VIC. 1560 3699 42.2 

QLD 1544 2017 76.6 

S.A. 713 1244 57.3 

W.A. 975 1144 85.2 

TAS. 282 410 68.8 

N.T. 182 99 183.8 

AUST. 8759 13647 64.2 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** Mean population estimated as at 30 June 1976 (provisIonal) 

The above table indicates that considerable dIfferences still exIst between 
jurisdictions in the use of imprisonment, although it is notable that the 
rates for the Northe~'n Territory Clnd Western Australia have declined 
significantly since 1973-74 whe~ they were 209.2 and 103.8 respectively. 
It is also to be noted that the current Victorian rate of 42.2 is the lowest 
for any State found over the last decaci~. 

As the data emerging from the monthly analysis of prison figures is of 
considerable general interest, it is proposed that a summary of the trends 
bw included from time to time in the Institute's quarterly Newsletter. 
Provided none of the contributing prison administrators have any objectIon, a 
summary of these trends will probably be included in the December 1976 
issue. 

Compiled by David BIles 
AssIstant Director (Research) 

' .. 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

P.O. BOX 28, 

WODEN. A.C.T. 260G 

TELU'HONL:-f.t-l!:"n·,.~'N"''''+1; !J;> '111 
TlLf.CI 111\ i'l III,: I\usn 1:1~.1 

10·16 COLBEE COURT, 
PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606. 

27 September 1976 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 3 

The daily average number of persons held in custody during August 1976 
with changes in the totals since July 1976 and the imprisonment rates 
ure : 

August 1976 
Changes since Imprisonment 

Males Females Total July 1976 'Rates 

* N.S.IV. 3433 102 3535 + 30 70.2 

VIC. 1495 30 1525 - 35 41.2 
** QLD 1520 36 1556 + 12 77.1 

S.A. 677 14 691 - 24 55.C) 

IV.A. 964 50 1014 + 39 88.6 

TAS. 272 5 277 5 ()7 .6 

N.T. ' 177 2 179 3 180.5 

AUST. 8538 239 8777 + 14 64.3 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** including a small number of periodic detainees 

Cmlr--lENTS 

1. For the first time since the calculation of these statistics began 
in l-lay 1976 thore is nolV a slight T;endency towards j ncrease in the 
total number of prisoners in Australia. National totals have been 
May 8907, June 8840, July R759, August 8777. 

2. As can be seen from the figures above, the totals for three jurisdh:tions 
have increased but those for the others hllve either substantially or 
slightly decreased. 

3. The overall increase of 14 is largely accounted for by the increase in 
the daily average number of female prisoners from 229 to 239. 

4. The changes in imprisonment rates si.nce July }g7G .'re veTY slight, but· 
it is notable that the current Victorian rate of 41.2 is the lowest 
found in reccat history for any Australian State. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Ass:i ;stan t Di rector (I~es<.:a I'ch) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGV 

P.O. BOX 2B. 

WOD~N. A.C.r. 26116 

fELEPHONE: 81 1583-84.811598.822111 
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 

J\USTRAUAN PRISON TRENDS ~ NO.4 ---.-.-._------

Itl III (UlllU_ COUll I, 

PHilliP. A.C.T. 2(;06, 

25 O\;tober 1976 

Tile daily nVCTa!;c> number of pC1'slm~ hI.! ld in (;ustody durin~ Sl~ptcmbcl' 
1976, with chnngcs in thC' total, since J\U);1J5t 197{) ami ~lay lQ76 ai'O : 

Scptcmbt::r 1976 (to nearest '~hole 
J1UmbcT) 

t--lulcs females Total --'---
* N.S.I': . 346d. 100 35M + 29 

VIC:. ]41)7 33 1520 5 
'..\-'k 

QUI 152() 31) 15(11 + ,0, + 75 

S.;\ . 67·1 Ie, l)!JO 24 

N.h. !J% .1!.i 985 - 29 - 2'; 

'1'1\S. 283 5 2g8 + 11 1 

N.T. 182 3 185 + 6 21 
--.----

AUS'l'. 8552 2<1'1 87% i' 1!J -11 i 
---------

*' inc] uu ing /\. C. T. P ri ;ioncrs 
** incluJing a SlIIa11 lltlmh~r of periodic detainees 

UsIng the above totals [or each jUl'i5uiction, thu following i.iIIprisGlJm.)nt 
rat05 , Ci, c. pri!;llJ1CrS p;.:r 100 I 000 of the popula t iO:i} huve lJe'~n ca lct.l ated 

N.S.IV. 

VIC, 

QLD 

S.A. 

W.A. 

TAS. 

N 'T' ... 
AUST. 

'h* 

PriSOnC1.'3 
(u :'>3.!~ove) 

3564 

1520 

15M 

69(} 

985 

288 

185 

8796 

Genernl Pupulation* 
_Jin t:hoUS:l:'J~;<;L_ 

5059 

3719 

2027 

1250 

1153 

412 

100 

13718 

** 

**"1. 

11111'1 1 scon",·:'n t Rn tes 

70.4 

'iO.9 

77.2 

55.2. 

s;, .'1 

69.9 

185.0 

M.l 

* Forward Esth:lutcs of POI>ulati<)J1 as at 30 SlJPt.. i9i6 (sul).h'ct to rr.:ViS.10Jl) 

H Including A.C.T. pr.isol:ers ~iDd populahon (11: thousands, th~ estimat<:d 
populadon for N.S.W. is 4849 and for A.C.T. 21D) 

'1<** The disc:l'e;::.lncy bet:,'C'en tl;:i s tot:!! an,1 tn·:;- ;,t:1~ nf the COl!lr(Jll~'nt:> is due 
to t;H~ l'ounding of t.ho.'! components to. the lH .. :n'cst 1000 
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From the above data it con be seen that there i5 a recent overall 
tc.:ntlency tOll'Ul'lls :I sj igilt inc:rc.:ase in PI'.iSOIl Jlll'l.l',~l'S bLit that the 
AustruU.un tOlHl is still consilkl'ably 10\\'u1' thaJl the total flIt' ~Iay 
1976. lIighly significunt t1iffercnccs in :imprisol1lilullt rates nrc also 
.still apparent. 

Compiled by Dnvitl Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRAUAN !I'JSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

P.O. aox 28. 10·16 COLBEE COURT. 
WODEN. A.C.T. 2606. 

TELEPHONE: 81 1583·1.14.8115\'8 
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 

PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606. 

18 November 1976 

AUSTRAr.IM~ PRISON TRENDS - NO. 5 

The daily average nUJl1bm' of pe.l·sons (to the nearpst whole number) held 
in custody during October 1976 with changes in the totals since 
September 1976 and since May 1976 are : 

October 1976 
--.;;...... .• _----_._ .. -'-----------: 

Changes since Changes since 
Males Females Total SeP.E-=-.1976 May 1976 ----

* N.S.IV. 3446 99 3545 - 19 - 68 

VIC. 1477 34 1511 9 - 77 
-/.:* 

QLD 1525 30 1555 !) + 66 

S.A. 685 20 705 + 15 9 

lX.A. 953 43 996 + 11 - 12 

TAS. 281 5 286 2 3 

N.T. 175 5 180 5 - 26 
.---

AUST. 8542 ?36 8778 - Ie -17.9 
-------._ .. -

From tlw above data it can be scen that ollly small c:h.mgcs have occurlod 
in Pl'iS()h popultlU ons from September to October 197(, . Thl! tt'tab fOl' 

aU jurisdictions over t l1C six-month period from May to October 1976 nrc 
shown beJow : 

Monthly Totals of Daily Average Prisoncl's 

tiay June ~u}y August ~t... Oct. Average 

* N.S.W. 3613 3559 3503 3535 3564 3545 3553.2 

VIC. J 588 1609 1560 1525 1520 1511 1552.2 
** QLIJ 1489 1530 1544 1556 1564 1555 1539.7 

S.A. 714 676 713 691 690 705 698.2 

W.A. 1008 977 975 1014 985 996 992.5 

TAS. 289 292 282 277 288 286 285.7 

N.T. 206 197 182 179 185 180 188.2 

AUST. 8907 8840 8759 8777 8796 8778 Se09.5 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** including a small number of periodic detainees 

Compiled by David Hj I os 
Assistant Director (R(~! .. ~c: .,"(;11) 

., 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

P.O. BOX 2B. 

WODEN. A.C.T. 2606 

TELEPHONE: B1 1583-84,81 1598.822111 
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 

10·16 COLBEE COURT, 
PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606. 

23 December 1976 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TltENDS - NO. 6_ 

The dnHy averugc numhc r of persons (to the m'urc:;t whole number) Iwld 
jn custody dud lIg November 1976 with changes in the totals !;ince 
Octoher 1976 nnd slnC:l' May 1976 are : 

November 1976 

Changes since Changes since 
Males Females Total Oct. J.9'16 May 1976 

* N.S.IV. 3263 110 3373 - 172 - 240 

VIC. 1434 33 1467 44 - 121 
*'k 

QLD 1523 29 1552 3 + 63 

S.A. 673 19 692 13 22 

W.A. 976 37 J 013 + 17 + 5 

1'A5. 285 4 289 + 3 Nil 

N.T. 173 7 180 Nil 26 

AUST. 8327 239 8566 - 212 - 341 

* including A.C.T. pr.isoners 
** including a small number of periodic detainees 

From the above table it can be seen that the month of November \~as 
marked by a dramatic decrense in the number of prisoners in Australia, 
the decreasE' being pnrticu1'Jrly C'v:idcnt jn N(!w Soutll Wales. Over the 
seven-month }ledod since May J.976, it can be ~ecn -chat t.he-re have been 
significant decreases ill prison numbers in Ne\~ South Wales, Victoria, 
South Aus-::ralia and the Northern Territory. 

Using the abovll totals for each jur:i:;ciiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (1. e. prisoners per 100, GOO of the population) have b(:cn 
calculated : 

(cont'd over page) 
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* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

** ** N.S.W. 3373 5059 66.7 

VIC. 1467 3719 39.4 

QLD 1552 2027 76.6 

S.A. 692 1250 55.4 

lq .A. 1013 1153 87.9 

TAS. 289 412 70.1 

N.T. 180 100 180.0 

*** AUST. 8566 13718 62.4 

* Forward Estjmates of Population a~ at 30 Sept. 1976 (subject to revisjon) 
** Including A.C.T. prisoners and population (In thousands, the estimated 

population for N.S.lV. is 4849 and for A.C.T. 210) 
*** The discrepancy between this total and the slim of the components is due 

to the rounding of the components to t.he nearest 1000 

It is of interest to note that the overall Australian imprisonment rate of 
62.4 for November 1976 is the lowest that has been found since these rates 
have been regularly calculated. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
1018 Col bun Cuurt, Ph illp. A.C T :'HOG 

P.O. Box 2B, Wlldl'll. A.C T 2Gl1n 

Teluphollu. 822111 ]\'IU!II"plllc: I\US] CfllM 

2 September 1976 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS NO.7 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during December 1976 with changes in the totals since November 1976 
and since May 1976 are ; 

December 1976 

Changes since Changes since 
Males Females Total Nov. 1976 Ma~ 1976 

N.S.W.* 3434 102 3536 23 77 

nco 1395 31 1426 41 - 162 

QLD** 1415 21 1436 - 116 53 

S.A. 646 19 665 27 49 

W.A. 1014 36 1050 + 37 + 42 

TAS. 280 2 282 7 7 

N.T. 177 6 183 + 3 23 

AUST. 8361 217 8578 - 174 - 329 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** including a small number of periodic detainees 

CORRECTION TO A.P.T. NO.6 

After the publication of Australian Prison Trends No. 6 of 23 December 1976 
we were informed that the New South Wales statistics contained an error : the 
number of male prisoners for that State for November 1976 shouln have been 
3449 and not 3263 as shown. This correction has been taken into account In 
compiling the table above. 

COMMENTS 

The figures for December 1976 indicate that the downward trend In prison 
populations for most jurisdictions, and for Australia as a whole, Is 
continuing. The national total of 8578 prisoners is the lowest recorded 
since May 1976 when thIs collection system started. 

Imprisonment rates based on general population figures have not been 
calculated on this occasion, pending receipt of accurate population 
statistics. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINC)LOGY 

10·18 Col bee Court, PI' "'p. A.C.T. 2606 
P.O. Box 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Teleph()ne: 822111 TcICCjr,lph,<:: AUSTCRIM 

28 February 1977 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS NO.8 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during January 1977 with changes in the totals since December 1976 
and since Hay 1976 are : 

Januarx 1977 

Changes since Chan~es since 
Males Females Total Dec. 1976 Max 1976 

N.S.W.* 3403 99 3502 34 - III 

VIC. 1370 29 1399 27 - 189 

QLD** 1470 28 1498 + 62 + 9 

S.A. 632 19 651 14 63 

W.A. 1060 45 1105 + 55 + 97 

TAS. 261 3 264 18 25 

N.T. 186 7 193 + 10 13 

AUST. 8382 230 8612 + 34 - 295 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** including a small number of periodic detainees 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated 

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W.** 3502 5092** 68.8 

VIC. 1399 3729 37.5 

QLD 1498 2036 73.6 

S.A. 651 1255 51.9 

W.A. 1105 1168 94.6 

TAS. 264 412 64.1 

N.T. 193 103 187.4 

AUST. 8612 13795 62.4 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 Dec. 1976 (subject to revision) 
** Including A.C.T. prisoners and population (In thousands, the estimated 

population for N.S.W. is 4880 and for the A.C.T. 212) 

(cont'd over page) 
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COMMENTS 

1. 1~e total number of prisoners in Australia has shown a slight 
increase from December 1976 to January 1977, with Queensland, Western 
Austraiia and the Northern Terrilory reporting larger numhers. AJ i other 
jurIsdictions showed decreases for the nlonth hut these were generally 
small. 

2. S:tace May 1976 there has been a significant decrease in the overali 
number of prisoners, particularly in Victoria and New South Wales, with 
Western Australia and, to a lesser extent, Queensland showing lncreases. 

3. The overall Australian imprisonment rate of 62.4 is a decrease from 
65.3 in May 1976. The exceptionally low Victorian rate of 37.5 excludes 
young offenders in the age range 17 to 20 years held in Youth Training 
Centres and it is estimated that there are approximately 195 detainees in 
this age group. If this were included in the Victorian prison figures ,_ 
the Victorian imprisonment rate would be 42.7, stlll the lowest in 
Australia. 

4. Work is proceeding on the compilation of statistics of children and 
young persons in residential, correctional and remand centres and the firt;t 
consolidated statement will be availablee shortly. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINC)LC)CY 

10·18 Collllle Court, 1'1' I',p, A.C.T. 2£iOG 
P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Tclcphone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

22 March 1977 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS NO.9 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during February 1977 with changes in the totals since January 1977 
and since May 1976 are : 

Februarx 1977 

Changes siI}ce Changes since 
Males Females Total Jan. 1977 Max 1976 

N.S.W.* 3462 101 3563 + 61 50 

VIC. 1438 29 1467 + 68 - 121 

QW** 1496 25 1521 + 23 + 32 

S.A. 649 22 671 + 20 - 43 

W.A. 1094 43 1137 + 32 + 129 

TAS. 242 3 245 19 44 

N.T. 186 8 194 + 12 

AUST. 8567 231 8798 + 186 - 109 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** including a small number of periodic detainees 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction) the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the populatIon) have been calculated 

Prisoners General Population* 
(as above) (in thousands) 

Imprisonment Rates 

N.S.W.** 3563 5092** 70.0 

VIC. 1467 3729 39.3 

QLD 1521 2036 74 .. 7 

S.A. 671 1255 53.5 

W.A. 1137 1168 97.3 

TAS. 245 412 59.5 

N.T. 194 103 188.3 

AUST. 8798 13795 63.8 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 Dec. 1976 (subject to revision) 
** Including A.C.T. prisoners and population (In thousands, the estimated 

population for N.S.W. is 4880 and for the A.C.T. 212) 

(cont'd over page) 
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COMMENTS 

1. The statistics for February 1977 indicate a marked reversal of the 
trend towards smaller prlson populations which has been found in recent 
months. All jurisdictions except Tasmania showed increases over the 
previous month, with the most notable being found in Victoria and New South 
Wales. 

2. When the February 1977 figures are compared with those for May 
1976, however, all jurisdictions except Western Australia and Queensland 
show decreases. The increase in prisoner.s for Western Australia has been 
particularly marked. 

3. When the Fehruary 1977 figures are converted into rlltp.s (per 
100,000 of the population) increases are found for ali jurisdictions except 
Tasmania, with the overall Australian rate increasing from 62.4 to 63.8. 
The equivalent rate for May 1976 was 65.3. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



P.O. BOX 28. 

WODEN. A.C.T. 2606 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

TELEPHONE: 81 1583·84,81 159a. 82 2111 
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 10 

10·16 COLBEE COURT. 
PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606. 

11 Mar 1977 

TIle daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held 
in custody during March 1977 with changes in the totals since February 1977 
and since May 1976 are 

March 1977 
Changes since Changes since 

Males Females Total Feb. 1977 Mal 1976 

* N.S.W. 3446 99 3545 18 68 

VIC. 1456 33 1489 + 22 99 
** QLD 1467 28 1495 26 + 6 

S.A. 659 19 678 + 7 36 

pr.A. 1080 44 1124 13 + 116 

TAS. 225 5 230 15 59 

N.T. 198 10 208 + 14 + 2 

AUST. 8531 238 8769 29 - 138 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** inc1uuing a small number of periodic detainees 

Usjng the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
Tates (i. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

** ** N.S.W. 3545 5146 68.9 

VIC. 1489 3769 39.5 

QLD 1495 2128 70.3 

S.A. 678 1271 53.3 

W.A. 1124 1188 94.6 

TAS. 230 410 56.1 

N.T. 208 104 200.0 

*** AUST. 8769 14017 62.6 

* Forward Estimates of Population us at 31 March 1977 (subjoct to reviwion). 
** Induding A.C. T. prisoners and population (In thousands, the estimated 

population for N.S.~/. is 4938 and for the /\.C.T. 208). 
*** The discrepancy bet\~ecn this total and the sum of the components is due 

to the rounding of "the components to the nearest 1000. 

(cont'd over page) 
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COMMENTS 

1. Statistics for March 1977 show a slight overall decrease in 
prison populations, with small increases being sho~n in Victoria, Nortilern 
Territory and South Australia. Compared with May 1976 the only jurisdiction 
to show a significant increase is Western Australia. 

2. The proportion of all prisoners who are female remains stable at 2.7 
per cent. 

3. The changes in imprisonment rates since February 1977 have generally 
been small, with the exception of the Northern Territory, where the rate has 
reached 200.0, which is more than three times the national average. It will 

. be noted that some of the changes in rates are due to the revised population 
figures now being used. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

P.O. BOX 28. 

WODEN. A.C.T. 2606 

TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84. B1 1598.822111 
TELEGMPHIC: AUSTCRIM 

10·16 CUl.DEE COURT, 
PHILLIP A.C.T. 2(306. 

~5 May 1077 

AUSTRALJAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 11 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest wholo lHnnher) held 
in custody duri.ng Aprll 1977 Idth changes in the tot:J.ls since March 1977 
and since !-lay 1976 are 

AEril 1977 - Changes since chun gess"i nee 
Males females Total Mar. 1977 _M<.IY 197'L_ ----

* N.S.IV. 3423 97 3520 25 93 

VIC. 1435 33 1468 21 - 120 
** QLD 1521 22 1543 + 48 of 54 

S.A. 691 15 706 + 28 8 

W .. A. 1035 49 1084 40 + 76 

T}\S. 224 4 228 ... 61 ~ 

N.T. 192 9 201 7 5 

------- _ .. -..- ... -.. - - ._-
AUST. 8521 229 8750 19 - 157 

--------_ .. -------_._---
* including A.C.T. prison(.'1'5 

** includi.ng a small number of Pf!yj odic detainees 

Using the 'lhovc totals fOT each jurisdiction I the followinf; j IIIprisonmo:.:nt 
rates (i. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the popu1utj on) have 1;Q(:ll c.tll\;Lllatcd 

* Prisoners General Population ] mpl-isonlllcnt Rate5 
(as abo\'~) __ ~tj;ollsanu~) _ 

** ** N.S.W. 3520 5146 68.4 

VIC. 1468 3769 39.0 

QLD 1543 2128 1'2.5 

S.A. 70G 1271 55.6 

IV.A. 108/1 1188 91.3 

TAS. 228 ,110 55.6 

N.T. 201 ] Ot~ 193.3 

---------. ---------_. 
*** AUST. 8750 14017 62.ll 

_ ... _. -_ . .. _ .. _-------
* Forward E~t luwt es of Pop';laU all as at :n ;'1., noh 19T? (s!lhj clo t !·o rcvisj on) . 

*1, InchHljng A.C.T. Ff;.S,HW1·S and populati(>ll (In t!wu",lJ1ds, the c5tlm:n:cLl 
population for N.S.il'. .15 ·i938 m.J Cor the' '\ C.T. 208) 0 

*** The; di.3crepilll::y ik'.\~;:(;,1 t.his total awl. Lite ,-,u:r. of tiJl.:' COJnP')l!(llt~ .i 5 due 
to -ell!! °ro' . .tl1cling of the c0r:111onellt:s 1:0 th.;- 1l~ili.'')5t 1000. 



* N.S.\'!. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

'iI.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

AUST. 

2. 

CO~JMENTS 

1. The statisti.cs for April 1977 again show a slight overall decrease, 
there being on average 19 fewer people in prison than in ~Iarch 1977. 
Compared with May 1976 there are now 157 fC\~er prisoners in Australia. 

2. The April imprisenment rate for the whole of the country is 62.4, 
equal to the lowest rate found since May 1976. 

3. As the data collection system has now been in operation fuX' twelve 
months, a summary of the imprisonment rates for each month for each jurisdiction 
is given in the table below. 

May June Jul. AUf!. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. !-E:.' 
71.8 70.7 69.6 69.9 70.4 70.1 70.3 69.9 68.8 70.0 (,8.9 68.4 

42.9 43.5 42.2 41.0 40.9 40.6 39.4 38.3 37.5 39.3 39.S 39.0 

73.8 75.8 76.6 76.8 77.2 76.7 76.6 70.8 73.6 74.7 70.3 72.5 

57.4 54.3 57.3 55.3 55.2 56.4 55.4 53.2 51.9 53.5 53.3 55.6 

88.1 85.4 85.2 87.9 85.4 86.4 87.9 91.1 94.6 97.3 94.6 91.3 

70.5 71. 2 68.8 67.2 69.9 69.4 70.1 68.4 64.1 59.5 56.1 55.6 

208.1 199.0 183.8 179.0 185.0 180.0 180.0 183.0 187.4 188.3 200.0 193.3 

65.3 64.8 64.2 64.0 64.1 64.0 63.8 62.5 62.4 63.8 62.6 62.4 

* Includjng A.C.T. prisoners and population 

Compiled by Oavid fiiles 
Assistant Dircctor (Rcsearch) 
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P.O. BOX 28. 

WOOEN. A.C.T. 2606 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84. 81 1598. 82 2111 
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 12 

10·16 COLBEE COURT, 
PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606. 

30 June 1977 

The daily average nUlJlber of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during May 1977 with changes in the totals since April 1977 and since 
May 1976 are ~ 

May 1977 

Changes since Changes since 
Males Females Total AEr. 1977 May 1976 

* N.S.h'. 3473 117 3590 + 70 23 

VIC. 1436 34 1470 + .2 - 118 
** QLD 1496 25' 1521 22 + 32 

S.A. 707 21 728 + 22 + 14 

h'.A. 1010 45 1055 29 + 47 

TAS. 233 2' 235 + 7 54 

N.T. 187 7 194 7 12 

AUST. 8542 251 8793 + 43 - 114 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** im:ludlng a small number of periodic detainees 

Using the abpve totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprjsonmcnt rates 
(i.e. prisoners per lC1'O,OOO of the population) have been calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population ImprisoJUnent Rates 
(as a~_ve) (in thousands) 

** ** N.S.W. 3590 5146 69.8 

VIC. 1470 3769 39.0 

QLD 1521 2128 71.5 

S.A .. 728 1271 57.3 

W.A. 1055 1188 88.8 

TAS. 235 410 57.3 

N.T. 194 104 186.5 

*** AUST. 8793 14017 62.7 

* Forward Estimates of PopulatJon as at 31 March 1977 (subject to revision). 
** Including A. C. T. prisoners and popultltion (in thousands, the estimated 

population for N.S.W. is 4938 and for the A.C.T. 208). 
** .. The discrepancy between tId s total and the stUn of the components is due 

to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000. 

(cont'~ over page) 
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COMl ... mNTS 

,1. The statistics for May 1977 show a sligl~t tendency towards increase 
in pri,son populations, with an overall rise of 43 prisoners. The main increase 
:\.n numbers has occurred in New South l~ales, with lesser increases being noted 
for South Australia, Tasmania and Victoria. On the other hand, the numbers 
have f(llien in QueenSland, Western Australia and Tasmania. 

2. Some administrations have al.ready included in their monthly returns 
infm;mntion 011 prisoners on remand. It is hoped that this information will 
be 3vai] able from all jurisdictions in the next return. It will then be 
included in 'Australian Prison Trends'. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Ilirector (Research) 



P.O. BOX 28. 

WODEN. A.C.T. 2606 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

TELEPHONE: 81 1583·84, 81 1598, 82 2111 
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 13 

10·16 COLBEE COURT, 
PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606. 

3 August 1977 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during June 1977 with changes in the totals since May 1977 and since 
May 1976 are : 

June 1977 

Changes since Changes since 
Males Females Total May 1977 Mal 1976 

* N.S.W. 3409 105 3514 76 9!} 

VIC. 1475 31 1506 + 36 82 
** QLD 1475 20 1495 26 + 6 

S.A. 709 28 737 + 9 + 23 

\\'.A. 1022 45 1067 + 12 + 59 

TAS. 247 4 251 + 16 38 

N.T. 175 6 181 13 25 

AUST. 8512 239 8751 42 - 156 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** including a small number of periodic detainees 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated : 

1< 

Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) -

** ** N.S.\\'. 3514 5146 68.3 

VIC. 1506 3769 40.0 

QLD 1495 2128 70.3 

S.A. 737 1271 58.0 

W.A. 1067 1188 89.8 

TAS. 251 410 61.2 

N.T. 181 104 174.0 

*** AUST. 8751 14017 62.4 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1977 (subject to revision). 
** Including A.C.T. prisoners and population (in thousands, the estimated 

population for N.S.\\'. is 4938 and for the A.C.T. 208). 
*** The discrepancy between this total a. 'd the sum of the components is due 

to the rounding ~£ the components to the nearest 1000. 

(cont'd over page) 
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COMMENTS 

1. The statistics for June 1977 again shol'/' an overall decrease in 
prison populations, there being on average 42 fewer people in prison than in 
May 1977. Compared with May 1976 there are now 156 fel'i'er prisoners in 
Australia. 

2. The general imprisonment rate for the whole of the country is 
62.4, equal to the lowest rate found since l>fay 1976. 

As at 1 June 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand is shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners PCl.'centage 
Prisoners on Remand of Rcmandecs ---------

N.S.lV. 3646 428 11.7 

VIC. 1505 197 13.1 

QLD 1521 66 4.3 

S.A. 733 148 20.2 

W.A. 1051 122 11.6 

TAS. 240 22 9.2 

N.T. 190 15 7.9 

AUST. 8886 998 11.2 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Direc:tor (Research) 



P.O. BOX 2B. 
WODEN. A.C.T. 2606 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84,811598.822111 
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 14 

10·16 COLBEE COURT. 
PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606. 

39 August 1977 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody du:dng July 1977 with changes in the totals since .June 1977 and since 
May J976 arc: 

July 1977 

Changes since Changes sillce 
Males Females Total June 1977 June 1976 

-J.' 
N.S.W. 3437 100 3537 + 23 76 

VIC. 1492 35 1527 + 21 61 
*'k, 

QW 1478 18 1496 + 1 + 7 

S.A. 726 28 754 + 17 + 40 

!'I.A. 1066 44 1110 + 43 + 102 

TAS. 257 2 259 + 8 30 

N/f. 167 8 175 6 31 

----
'AUS1. 8623' 235 8858 + 107 49 

1, inc.]udinp, A.C.T. prj soners 
** i ncludir, i! a, sma] 1 number of periodic detainees 

Using the :!bOV0 totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonlllent rates 
(1. e. pri~;\m{'.r$ per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated : 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rate.s 
(as above) (in thousands) 

~.* ** N.S.W. 3531 5146 68.7 

VIC. 1527 3769 40.5 

QLD J496 2128 70.3 

S.A. 754 1271 59.3 

W.II.. 1110 1188 93.4 

1'II.S. 259 410 63.2 

N.T. 175 104 168.3 

*** AUST. 8858 14017 63.2 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1977 (subject to revision). 
** Including A:C. T. prisoners and population (in thous.mds, the estimated 

population for N.S.W. is 4938 and for the A.C.T. 208). 
*** The discrepancy be'tween this total and the sum of the components is due 

to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000. 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

COW<1EWTS 

1. The total number of people in prison for the ,~hole country 
during July 1977 shows a surprising increase of 107 over the previous 
month. All jurisdictions, apart from the Northern Territory, have recorded 
incrcases with the largest occurring in Western Australia. 

2. The increase in the daily average number of prisoners has 
resul t~d in the national imprisomnent rate moving from 62.4 to 63.2. 

3. Since June 1977, Australian prison trends has included data 
on prisoners on remand as a percentage of the totals. These data show 
considerable variation bet\~een jurisdictions in the proportion of remandees. 
This va dation seems to be unrelated to the differences in imprisonment 
rates. For the count1'y as a whole J 10 per cent of prisoners are on remand. 

As at ::. July 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
werG on remand is shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees 

N.S.W. 3681 435 11.8 

VIC. 1505 123 8.2 

QLD 1571 72 4.6 

S.A. 721 133 18.5 

I'I.A. 1122 104 9.3 

TAS. 260 22 8.5 

N.T. 168 17 10.1 

-------. 
AUST. 9028 906 10.0 
-_ .. ----_. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

P.O. BOX 2B. 

WOOEN. A.C.r. 2606 
10·16 COLBEE COURT. 

PHILLIP. A.C.T. 2606. 

TELEPHONE: B1 15B3~84. 81 1598.822111 
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 22 September 1977 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 15 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during August 1977 with changes in the totals since July 1977 and 
since May 1976 are : 

August 1977 

Changes since Changes since 
t<!a1es Females Total July 1977 Mal 1976 

* N.S.W. 3446 101 3547 + 10 66 

VIC. 1493 37 1530 + 3 58 
** QLD J494 18 1512 + 16 + 23 

S.A. '154 29 783 + 29 + 69 

IV-A. ]J16 50 1166 + 56 + 158 

TAS. 257 4 261 + 2 28 

N.T. 157 5 162 13 44 

AUST. !-I 717 244 8961 + 103 + 54 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
*~ includjng a small number of periodic detainees 

Usjng th~ above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated : 

* Prisoncrs General Population Imprisonment 
(as above) (in thousands) 

"'* ** N.S.IV. 3547 5172 68.6 

VIC. 1530 3788 40.4 

QLD 1512 2141 70.6 

S.A. 783 1277 61.3 

IV.A. 1166 1201 97.1 

TAS. 261 412 63.4 

N.T. 162 107 151.4 

AUST. 8961 14098 63.6 

ratcs 

Rates 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1977 (subject to revision). 
** Including" A.C.T. prisoners and population (in thousands, the estimated 

population for N,S.lV. is 4959 and for the A.C.T. 213). 

(cont'd over page) 
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As at 1 August 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand is shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage 
, Prisoners on Remand of Remandees 

N.S.W. 3705 433 11.7 

VIC. 1534 155 10.1 

QLD 1579 73 4.6 

S.A. 764 146 19.1 

W.A. 1160 109 9.4 

TAS. 253 18 7.1 

N.T. 169 24 14.2 

AUST. 9164 958 10.5 

COt;!MENTS 

1. Following an increase of 107 prisoners from June to July 1977, 
there has boen a further increase of 103 prisoners in August. The Australian 
totv.l number of prisoners is now higher than at any time since May 1976 when 
this data cellection started. Over the total 16-month period, increases have 

. occurred, most- notably in Western Australia, but also in South Australia and 
QtlC:'~nsland. All other jurisdictions have shown decreases. 

2. The national imprisonment rate has increased to 63.6 from 63.2 in 
the previous l!1onth. It should be noted that the most recent rate is somewhat 
depressed by the use of new population estimates which have become available. 
By contrast, the July rates were relatively inflated for the same reason. 

3. The proportion of prisoners on remand has increased to 10.5 per cent, 
and s,l!;i1ificant llifferences between jurisdictions in the proportions of remandees 
contlm'{l to be noticeable. 

4. Efforts have been made to identify the daily average numbers of A.C.T. 
prisoners who are serving their sentences in New South Wales, but these efforts 
have not yet been successful. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



P.O. BOX 2B. 

WODEN. A.C.T. 2606 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

TELEPHONE: B1 1583-84.81 159B. B2 2111 
TELEGMPHfC: AUSTCRIM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON 'I'nnNDS - NO. 16 

10·16 COLBEE COURT. 
PHILLIP. A.C.T. 2606. 

21 October 1977 

1110 daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole numbet) hold in 
custody during September 1977 with changes in the totals sinc.:tl A\I!1ll~t 1977 
and since ~lay 1976 are : 

SeEtember 1977 

Changes since Ch,mgos since 
Males Females Total Aug. 1977 ..2!2Y J~?6_ 

* N.S.W. 3456 98 3554 + 7 59 

VIC. 1476 33 1509 21 79 
** QLD 1503 26 1529 + 17 + 40 

S.A. 754 22 776 7 + 62 

IV.A. 1078 44 1122 44 + ] 14 

TAS. 247 8 255 6 34 

N.T. l51 5 156 6 50 

AUST. 8665 236 8901 60 6 

* including A.C.T. prisoners 
** including rl small number of periodic detainees 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following jmpdsonmcmt rates 
(Le. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have Qeen calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population Impr.!.sonmPllt Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

** ** N.S.I'I. 3554 5172 GR.7 

VIC. 1509 3788 :~9 .8 

QLD 1529 2141 71.4 

S.A. 776 1277 GO.8 

W.A. 1122 1201 93.4 

TAS. 255 412 61.9 

N.T. 156 107 145.8 

AUST. 8901 ltl098 63.1 

* foorward Esdmutes of Population as at. 30 September 1977 (subj ect to revision). 
** lncludillg A.C. T. prisoners and populotion Un t.housands, the estimated 

population for N.S.IV. is 4959 and for the A.C:f. 213). 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

As at 1 September 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportjon of these who 
l~ere on remand is shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees ------

N.S.IV. 3705 431 11.6 

VIC. 1531 149 9.7 

QLD 1636 102 6.2 

S.A. 791 141 17.8 

W.A. 1133 103 9.1 

TAS. 267 26 9.7 

N.T. 173 30 17.3 
..... _--

AUST. 9236 982 JO.6 

CO~1J\mNTS 

1. It can be seen from the data given above that there has heel) (!. 

general tendency towards decrease in Australian prison population!:. T.tis 
has applied to all jurisdictions except Queensland and New South Willes. The 
overall number of prisoners is now almost identical to that foullu in May 1976 
when this data gathering system commenced. 

2. There has been a corresponding decrease in the impr.isonment rates 
during September, with the overall Australian rQ1:e falling frolll 63.6 to 63.1. 

3. As a matter of more general interest the data included in earlier 
publicadons of Australian Prison Trends has been analysed to 0xtract annual 
daily averages and imprisonment rates for. each jurisdic.tion. These 1Il:C gIven • 
below for the year July 1976 to June 1977 

Prisoners ImprisofJIlI(,JI t:.. ~l.!~~ 

* ** N.S.IV. 3540 69.5 

VIC. 1484 3C).8 

QLD 1523 74.8 

S.A. 694 55.:-1 

IV.A. 1050 89.9 

TAS. 263 63.8 

N.T. 188 182.5 

------
AUST. 8742 6~~ .4 

')0 including A.C.T. pr:i.soners 
1,* including A. C. T. prisoners Hnd population 

Compiled by David Biles 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 17 

10-16 COLBEE COURT. 
PHILLIP. A.C.T. 2606. 

2 December 1977 

The duily average number of persons (to tlVJ nearest whole Illllilber) held in 
custody during October 1977 with changes in the totals slnce Septl'tllber 1977 
and since May 1976 are : 

Octobe~ 1977 

Changes since Changes since 
Males Fomaies Totnl SeEt. 1977 _May 12~ 

* * N .S.IV. 3482 101 35[;.3 + 55 4 

VIC. 1474 37 1511 + 2 77 
** QLD 1463 30 1493 36 + 4 

S.A. 735 26 761 15 + 47 

IV.A. 1105 47 1152 + 30 -I- 144 

TAS. 226 7 233 22 56 

N.T. 139 5 144 12 62 

A.C:r. 35 1 36 

AUST. 8659 254 8913 + 2 4 

* These changes do not take account of the fact that A.C.T. prisoners in 
N. S. W. are n(\w shown separately. 26 of the 36 A. C. T. prisoners were 
actually in N.S.W. 

** Including a small number of periodic detainees 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the fo11ol'iing imprisonment rates 
(1. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the populat ion) have been calculated : 

* Prisoners GeneL'al Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in tl1ousands) 

N.S.W. 3583 4959 72.3 

VIC. 1511 3788 39.9 

QLD 1493 2141 69.7 

S.A. 761 1277 59.6 

IV.A. 1152 1201 95.9 

TAS. 233 412 56.6 

N.T. 144 107 134.6 

A.C.T. 36 213 16.~ 

AUST. 8913 14098 63.2 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1977 (subj oct to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

As at 1 October 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction amI the proportion of these \'1ho 
were on remand is shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees ----- -----

N.S.W. 3721 424 11.4 

VIC. 1540 147 9.6 

QLD 1618 89 5.5 

S.A. 763 130 17.0 

ILA. 1131 102 9.0 

TAS. 235 14 6.0 

N.T. 151 25 16.ti 

A.C:r. 31 7 /,2.6 ._-_ ... _--
AlJST. 9190 938 10.2 

.---

COMMENTS 

1. With the cooperation of officers of the Attomey-Gencrul's Department 
in Canberra and of the Assistant Director - CorrectioJls for the Au!;tl'alian 
Capital Territory, this issue of 'Australian Prison Trends for the first time 
includes statistics relating to A.C.T. prisoners. This addition means that 
nll Australian jurisdictions arc now included and the Ne\~ South !Vn les totaJ s 
have consequently been adjusted. In ortler to presr~l've cont.i.nuity, however, 
for th is issue only, 110 adj ustment has been, made to the indica t iOIl of ch:tnges 
since September 1977 or since t.!ay 1976. 

2. The overall number of prisoners in Australia has rr~lIIainc:~1 relllarkably 
stable throughollt October, even though some jurisdictions have shown increases, 
lIotably New South Wales and Western Australia, while most OthOl'S have shown 
decreases. Since May 1976 Western Australia has recorded the l.m'~est increase 
in numbers. 

3. With the inclusion of the A.C.T. in these data, a remarkably low 
imprisonment rate of 16.9 can be seen for that jurisdiction. The calculation 
of the separate rate for the A.C.T. has resulted in an apparent :illcrease in the 
rate for New South Wales. If A.C.T. prisoners and population had heen included 
within New South Wales as previously, the imprisonment rate for that combined 
jurisdiction would have been 69.8 as compared to 72.3. 

4. It is of some interest to note that the percentage of A.C.T. prisoners 
on remand is considerably higher than the percentage fot' any other juristliction. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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PIolILLIP. A.C.T. 2606. 

V January 1978 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during November 1977 with changes in the totals since October 1977 
are : 

November 1977 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Oct. 1977 

N.S.W. 3460 112 3572 11 

VIC. 1464 30 1494 17 
* QLD 1472 31 1503 + 10 

S.A. 733 26 759 2 

W.A. 1111 49 1160 + 8 

TAS. 227 7 234 + 1 

N.T. 143 5 148 + 4 

A.C.T. 40 1 41 + 5 

AUST. 8650 261 8911 2 

* Including a small number of periodic detainees 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the follbwing jmprisonment rates 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3572 4959 72.0 

VIC. 1494 3788 39.4 

QLD 1503 2141 70.2 

S.A. 759 1277 59.4 

W.A. 1160 1201 96.6 

TAS. 234 412 56.8 

N.T. 148 107 138.3 

A.C.T. 41 213 19.3 

AUST. 8911 14098 63.2 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1977 (subject to revision) 
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2. 

As at 1 November 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand is shown in the table belO\., : 

Total Prisoners Percentage ' Remandees per 100} 000 
Pridoncrs on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3579 415 11.6 8.4 

VIC. 1481 107 7.2 2.8 

QLD 1571 84 5.4 3.9 

S.A. 781 135 17.3 10.6 

W.A. 1148 77 6.7 6.4 

TAS. 232 20 8.6 4.9 
N.T. 147 17 11.6 15.9 

A,C.T. 40 12 30.0 5.6 

AUST. 8979 867 9.7 6.2 

COr,1I>lENTS 

1. The t.otal number of prisoners in Australia hus remained ut almost 
exactly the same level from October to November 1977, with a slight decrease 
in Victoria being compensated by slight increases in Queensland and Western 
Australia. 

2. The column showing changes in numbers since May 1976 has been 
discontinued nO\~ that A ,C.T. statistics are being shO\m sepul'ately. This 
chunge has distorted comparisons for N.S.IV. Long-term trends will be 
included from t.ime to time in future issues of Austl'uliun Prison Trends. 

3. An extra column has been added to the table on pa&e 2 dealing \dth 
remand prisoners. In this the number of remandees per 100,000 of the general 
population is shown, and this may be compared with the percentage of rcmandees 
in the total prison population for each jurisdiction. 

Compiled by David Biles 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 19 

10·16 COLBEE COURT. 
PHILLIP. A.C.T. 2606. 

7 February 1978 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during December 1977 with changes in the totals since November 1977 
arc;; : 

December 1977 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Nov. 1977 

N.S.W. 3371 111 3482 90 

VIC. 1462 29 1491 3 
* QLD 1415 21 1436 67 

S.A. 701 24 725 34 

W.A. 1088 50 1138 22 

TAS. 226 8 234 Nil 

N.T. 160 8 168 .;- 20 
** A.C.T. 43 1 44 + 3 

AUST. 8466 252 8718 - 1.93 

* Including a small number of periodic detainees 
** 35 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.IV. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisollment rates 
(i, e. prisoners per 100 ,000 of the population) have been calculated : 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.IV. 3482 4982 69.9 

VIC. 1491 380L 39.2 

QLD 1436 2150 66.8 

S.A. 725 1284 56.5 

IV.A. 1138 1210 94.1 

TAS. 234 412 56.8 

NoT. 168 108 155.6 

A.C.T. 44 211 20.9 

AUST. '8718 14158 61.6 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 December 1977 (subject to revision) 
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2. 

As at 1 December 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand is shown in the table belO1~ : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3525 420 11.9 8.4 

VIC. 1508 144 9.6 3.8 

QLD 1650 88 5.3 4.1 

S.A. 737 90 12.2 7.0 

W.A. 1145 86 7.5 7.1 

TAS. 239 27 11.3 6.6 

N.T. 142 19 13,4 17.6 

A.C.T. 38 8 21.1 3.8 

AUST. 8984 882 9.8 6.2 

COMMENTS 

1. The total number of prisoners in Australia sholVed a fairly dramatic 
fall in December 1977 following steady increases since June. The total daily 
average of 8718 is the lowest since Jan\Jury 1977. The only jurisdictions to 
SllOW increases over the previous month were the Northern Territory Dnd the 
Australian Capital Territory. 

2. The overall Australian imprisonment rate (daily average number of 
prisoners per 100,000 of the population) for December 1977 was 61. 6 . This j s 
the lowest rate found since this data gathering system was started in May 1976. 

3. At 1 December 1977 the number of prisoners on remand showed a slight 
increase over the previous month, but remandees continued to comprise less than 
10 per cent of all p~isoncrs and the number of remandees per 100,000 of the 
population was constant at 6.2. 

Compiled by David Biles 
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1\1lSTr~I\LII\N PRISON TRENDS - NO. 20 

10·16 COLBEE COURT, 
PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606. 

24 Februllry 1978 

The daily avorage number of persons (to the nearest whole num))cJr) held in 
custody during January 1!J78 with changes in the totals since December 1977 
a:rc : 

JanuUl'y 1978 

Mules Pema1es -----
N.S.W. 3352 108 

VIC. 1448 26 
* QLD l536 32 

S.I\. 691 21 

liLA. 1110 50 

1'AS. 225 7 

N.T. 153 13 

A.C.T, 47 1 

AUS1'. 8562 258 

Total 

3460 

11174 

1568 

712 

1160 

232 

16fi 

48 

8820 

** 

Chnllges :;ince 
Oe(:. 1977 

22 

17 

... [32 

13 

... 22 

2 

2 

+ 4 

+ 102 

.. J:ncluding a smull number of periodic detainees 
.* 38 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N,S.W. prisons 

Using the above totals fol' euch j urisd iction, the fo 11 owing i IllprisOflment rates 
(1. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been cnlcu Latm[ : 

• Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) Un thousands) ---------

N,S.W, 3460 4932 69.S 

VIC. 1474 3801 38.8 

QLD 1568 2150 72.9 

S.A. 712 1284 55.5 

W.A. 1160 1210 95.9 

TAS. 232 412 56.3 

N.T. 166 108 153.7 

A.C.T. 48 211 22.8 
------

AUST. 8820 14158 62.3 

• Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 Decembel' 1977 (subject to revision) 
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2. 

As at 1 .January 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) mnnbers of 
pri!3oner!3 ill custlJdy i.n each jur1<;diction and tho proportion of these who 
were on 1'emanu arc shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Rem:llldl}es pOl' 100,000 
Pri.soners on Remand of RCIII:lnuoes 2L(;C~I£'!:f.IL.!~21~~!~1:..!:5~ ----- ------ -------

N,S.IV. 3265 302 9.3 6.1 

VIC. 1471 149 10.1 :',9 

QLD 1571 81 5.2 3.8 

S.A. 688 103 15.0 8.0 

W.A. 1139 85 7.5 7.0 

TAS. 229 23 10.0 5.6 

N.T. 157 30 19.1 27.8 

A.C.T. 46 11 23.9 5.2 

AlJST. 8566 784 9.2 5.5 

COI<IMEN'fS 

1. Following the comparntively low numher of prisoners noteu for 
December La77, the uaily average fo1' .January 1978 has shOlm a striking increase 
of 102. This overall increase is almost cnti rl'ly title to changQs j II ·Queensland 
and Western Austral ia, while most other juri sdictions reported sUlal L decreases. 

2. The overall Australian jmprisonlllC'nt rate (uaily average per 
lOO,OOO 01' goneral population) has increasod froJll 61.6 to 62.3, but the Victorian 
:rate of 38.~ is the lowest found for any State since 1976. 

3. POlllalq prisoners comprise 2.9 pel' cent of the total uaiLy average, -
and it is interesting to note that this pCl'centage has slowly .i nC.l'eased since 
May 1976 when this data gathering system sturted. 

Compiled by David Biles 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

5 April 1978 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 21 

The daily avernge number of persons (to the nearest whole .number) held in 
custody during February 1973 with changes in the totals since January 1978 
are : 

Pebrlwry 1978 

Changt.!s since 
Males Females Total Jan. 1978 

N.S.W. 3462 118 3580 + 120 

VIC. 1472 32 1504 + 30 
* QLD 1539 38 1577 + 9 

S.A. 704 2t\ 728 + 16 

W.A. 1110 52 1162 + 2 

TAS. 223 7 230 2 

N.T. 161 9 170 + 4 
** A.C.T. 46 2 48 

-----
AUST. 8717 282 8999 + 179 

* Includjng a small number of periodic detainc.:es 
** 38 prisonel's jn this total wore serving sentences in N, S. W, pr:i sons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following jmprisonment rates 
(i.e. pl'isoners per 100,000 of the population) ha~e been calculutcd : 

~: 

Prisoners General Population Imprjsonment Rates 
(as _~l?.0ve) (in thousands) 

N.S.\'l. 3580 4982 71.9 

VIC. 1504 3801 39.6 

QLD 1577 2150 '73.4 

S,A. 728 1284 .56.7 

W.A. 1162 1210 96.0 

'fAS. 230 412 55.8 

N.T. 170 108 157.4 

A.C.T. 48 211 22.8 

-..---.-
AUST. 8£199 14]58 63.6 

* Forward Estimates of Populatioll [IS at 31 December 1977 (subject to revision) 
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2, 

As at 1 February 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisd~.ction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand arc shown in the table below : 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

W,A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T, 

AUST. 

COMMENTS 

Total 
Prisoners 

3575 

1520 

1572 

535 

1187 

234 

152 

44 

8819 

. 
Prisoners 
on Remand 

505 

126 

100 

114 

97 

24 

30 

8 

1004 

Percentage 
. of Remandees . 

14,1 

8.3 

6.4 

"21.3 

8,2 

10.3 

19,7 

18.2 

11.4 

Remandees per 100,000 
of General Population 

10.1 

3.3 

4.7 

8,9 

8.0 

5,8 

27.8 

3.8 

7.1 

1. The Australian daj 1), average numher or prisoners rOl' February 1978 
is t110 highest found since tId s data collect ion system startcl] j n May 1976, 
but the imprisonlllent rate! of 6:'>.6 )W5 been exceeded on a IlIll11her 0 r )))"ev j OllS 

occasjons. IncTenses jn prison populations arc noted for all jurisdictions 
except Tasm,mia and the Australiun C,lpi tal Territory. These j nereases arc 
in stark contrast to the low figures recorded for Decemher 1977. 

2. It is noted that there has been n significant increase in t.he 
number of female prj soners and they now comprise 3.1 per cent of the Austra U an 
daily average. This proportion has vreviously varied between 2.5 and 2.9 per 
cent. 

3. A further notable change js the increase in the proportion of 
prisoners on remand from 9,2 per cent to 11.4 per ~ent since the previous 
month. Increases in the numbers of remandees are seen partIcularly in New 
South Wales and South Austl'aliu. 
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Director: William Clifford· 10·lB Col bee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
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Telephone: B22111 Telegraphic' l\USTCRIM 

27 April 1978 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 22 

The daily average number of pc':'sons (to the. nearest whole number) held in 
custody during March 1978 with changes in the totals sinc!l February 1978 
are : 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Feb. 1978 

N.S.W. 3558 125 3683 + 103 

VIC. 1526 35 1561 + 57 
* QLD 1580 29 1609 + 32 

S.A. 733 30 763 + 35 

W.A. 1161 52 1213 + 51 

TAS. 230 6 236 + 6 

N.T. 155 5 160 10 

A:C.T. ** 54 3 57 + 9 

AUST. 8997 285 9282 + 283 

* Including a small number of periodic detainees 
** 41 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences 

in N,S,W. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(1. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated : 

General Population * Prisoners Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) . (in thousands) 

N.S.lV. 3683 4994 73,8 

VIC. 1561 3811 41.0 

QLD 1609 2164 74.4 

S,A. 763 1288 59.2 

W.A, 1213 1218 99.6 

TAS, 236 413 57.1 

N,T. 160 111 144.1 

A.C.T. 57 214 26.6 

AUST. 9282 14213 65.3 

* Forward Estimates of Pnpu1ation as at 31 March 1978 (subject to revision) 
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2. 

As at 1 March 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below' : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand . of Remandees of General POEu1ation 

N.S.W. 3832 544 14.2 10.9 

VIC. 1545 154 10.0 4.0 

QLD 1572 116 7.4 5.4 
. 

S.A. 765 131 17.1 10.2 

W.A. 1173 87 7.4 7.1 

TAS. 246 25 10.2 6.1 

N.T. 164 18 11.0 16.2 

A.C.T. 54 14 25.9 6.5 

AUSl'. 9351 1089 11.7 7.7 

COMMENTS 

1. For the third month in succession there has been a signIficant 
increase in the dnily average number of prjsoners, with the March totn1 of 
9282 being the hjghest found since May 1!J7G. The current Austru.1l.un 
imprisonment rate of 65.3 is equal to the highest found over the same period. 

2. Attention is drawn to the fact that the imprisonment rates for 
each juri sdiction have been calculated on the basis of forward estimates of 
population for 31 March 1978. These estimates arc slightly higher than 
those used in the previous three months. 

3. The number of prisoners on remand has shown an increase, this 
being particularly noticeable in the four largest States, with South Australia 
and New South Wales having proportionately very high numbers of remandces. 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Colbee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
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2!l May 1978 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 23 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during April 1978 with changes in tho totnls since March 1978 are 

AEril 
Changes since 

Males Females Total Mar. 1978 

N.S.W. 3593 130 3723 + 40 

VIC. 1506 36 1542 - 19 
* QLD 1526 29 1555 - 54 

S.A. 705 26 731 - 32 

W.A. 1176 52 1228 + 15 

TAS. 230 5 235 1 

N.T. 151 4 155 5 
** A.C.T. 47 2 49 8 

·AUST. 8934 284 9218 - 64 

* Including a small number of periodic detninees 
** 36 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following iml!risorunent rat<:s 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 6f the population) have been calculated : 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.IV. 3723 4994 74.6 

VIC. 1542 3811 40.5 

QLD 1555 2164· 71.9 

S.A. 731 1288 56.8 

W.A. 1228 1218 100.8 

TA5. 235 413 56,9 

N.T. 155 111 139,6 

A.C.T. 49 214 22,9 

AU5T. 9218 14213 64,9 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1978 (subject to -revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

As at 1 April 1978 the actual (as 'opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
\'lere on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Pr.isoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population . 

N.S.IV. 3745 543 14.5 10.9 

VIC. 1557 140 9.0 3.7 

QLD. 1596 106 6.6 4.9 

S.A. 750 138 18.4 10.7 

W.A. 1223 125 10.2 10.3 

TAS. 230 22 9.6 5.3 

N.T. 144 21 14.6 18.9 

A.C.T. 48 13 27.1 6.1 

AUST. 9293 1108 11.9 7.8 

COMMENTS 

1. For the first time this year a reduction in the daily average 
number of prisoners is to be found in most jurisdictions and for Australia 
as a whole. The only exceptions where increases are noted are New South 
Wales and Western Australia. The decrease in numbers for the month is 
particularly noticeable in Queensland. 

2. The overall Australian imprisonment rate has fallen from 65.3 
to 64.9, but the rates for the individual jurisdictions remain in the saine 
rank order as previously, with the extremes being represented by the two 
Territories. Among the States the I~est Australian rate is now over 100, 
a level which has not been found since this data collection system started 
in May 1976. 

3. In contrast with the overall trend, there has been a slight 
increase in both the actual numbers and the rate of persons on remand. 

4. As this system has now been going for two years, an additional 
graph has been constructed showing the national trends in actual numbers 
and imprisonment rate over this period. A copy of this is attached. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Colbee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C:r. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

3 July 1978' 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRBNDS - NO. 24 

The duily average number of peroons (to tho nearcot whole number) held i,l 
custody during May 1978 with changes in the totals since April 1978 arc ; 

May 

Changcs since 
Males Females Total AEr. 1978 

N.S.W. 3568 123 3691 - 32 

VIC. 1557 36 1593 + 51 

* 9.LD 1523 29 1552 3 

5.A. 704 24 728 3 

W.A. 1191 58 1249 + 21 

TAS. 230 4 234 1 

N.T. 152 7 159 + 4 

** A.C.T. 48 2 50 + 1 

AUS'.r. 8973 283 9256 of- 38 

* Including a small number of periodic detainees 

** 41 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisono 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, tho following imprisonment: r.atos 
(i.~. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

It 
Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3691 4994 73.9 

VIC. 1593 3811 41.8 

QLD 1552 2164 71.7 

S.A. 728 1288 56.5 

W.A. 1249 1218 ].02.6 

TAS. 234 413 56.7 

N.T. J.59 111 143.2 

A.C.T. 50 214 23.4 

AUST. 9256 14213 65.1 

It Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1978 (subject to revision) 



2. 

As at 1 May 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these 
who were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoner:;; Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Rcmandees of General pOEulation 

N.S.W. 3639 436 .12.0 8.7 

VIC. 1582 110, 7.0 2.9 

QLD 1555 105 6.8 4.9 

S.A. 730 138 18.9 10.7 

W.A. 1235 "129 10.5 10.6 

TAS. ' 236 16 6.8 3.9 

N.T. 154 38 24.7 34.2 

A.C.T. 52 14 26.9 6.5 

AUST. 9183 986 10.7 6.9 

COMMENTS 

1. Compared with the previous month there was a slight incroase in 
the daily average nwnber of prisoners in 1\ustralia in May 1978. 'l'he most 
striking increases were noted ~n Victoria and Western Australia, 

2. The overall imprisonment rate of 65.1 is not significantly 
different from the rates found in the previous three months, but a slight 
reduction in the percentage of prisoners on remand is noted. 

3. Some prisons administrations are il1eluding information in their 
returns on the numbers of offenders on work 'release, etc. For May 1978 
there were 27 prisoners on work release in New South Wales and six in Victoria. 
At the same time, there was an average of 109 offenders serving attendance 
centre orders in Victoria. It would be appreciated if other jurisdictions 
with comparable progrpjns could supply similar data. , 

Compiled by David Biles 
1\ssistant: Director. (Research) 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIJV\INOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

~5 July 1978 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON THBNDS - NO. 25 

,Th(' dally average nUJ\1bcr of persons (to the nearect ",hole number) held in 
cusl;:uc1y duril1g ,June 3.978 w:i.th chatlgcs in tho totn1s sincc M(lY 1978 arc 

June 

CIH1l19CI> since 
Males Fcmwlen ~.'ot:nl ~l' 19713 

N.S.\-1. 35% 122 3677 - 1<1 

VIC. 1569 37 1606 
"'" 

13 
1; 

QIJD J.%9 33 1602 + 50 

8.A. 737 21 750 + 30 

W.A. 1159 62 1221 28 

TAS. 250 11 254 + 20 

N.'l'. 163 8 171 + 12 

A.C.'!'. 42 2 ** 44 6 
.------

IIUS'!' • 9044 289 9333 + 77 
------------

at 1.11cluc1il1,] n 5JTI(111 l1tunbp:c of pnr.iod i.e cJota;i nt~(':J 
'k-/< .36 pr.is()n(.~rs (incll.1iLi ng 1 fC)FIlc.l.le) in this loLHl were r;crviJl9 :a:n Lnn(!p!;; 

in N.S.W. prihona 

Us.Lng i;lll! d!love totull: for each jm::illd:ictioll, tlln fol1()will~J :1JIl}lJ',;mJlllTl"nL l:ill:(,:: 
(i. e. primmors pw: 100 I 000 of tllc' pC)i>nli.ll:.i.on) Iwvc 1)('('11 c;!h:uld b·d ': 

* Prioollcrs CancraJ. J!op111a l:iol'1 !lIIpr j Honlltcm L HiJ t(:r; 

(<I '!...3.l.!."JVC!) ~ ):1},~~1!2:'22- ._----,.-
N. ~~. 1'1. 3677 5007 73.4 

VIC. 1606 3822 112.0 

QLD 1602 2172 73.B 

S.n.. 758 1292 58.7 

W.lI. 122J. J.225 99.7 

TI'IS. 254 4lt:l 61. tl 

N.'l'. 171 112 J 52.7 

l~.C. 'I'. 14 215 20.S 
-_._-. ____ 0- ---_ .... _. 

AUS'f. 93'L" 142!i9 65.5 
----_._-----,--- .. -_ .... '---
'" J:'orward EI;tilnat.oB of POl'1l1'lt:i.(JrI as at 30 .:rUlle! 19713 (subjoct to J:ovir:iop) 

(cont' (1 tWm: Pil~JO) 



2. 

As at 1 June 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdict.ion and the proportion of these 
who were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3738 547 14.6 10.9 

VIC. 1603 136 8.5 3.6 

QLD 1562 93 6.0 4.3 

S.l>. 603 137 22.7 10.6 

W.l>. 1252 96 7.7 7.0 

',['1\S. 241 20 8.3 4.8 

N.T: 166 39 23.5 34.8 

; .. C.T. 39 7 10.0 3.3 

.1\US'l'. 9204 1075 11. 7 7.5 

COt>lMENTS 

1. The daily averages for JUllO J 970 compared wj th t.ho prc.'VioulJ month 
have generally shown incroasc!), with mov('mcmt.s in the opposi.l:(! d;i.Tcction 
be.; lISi fOlmel in New South Walc:; I Wcs'(:orn 1\u:;(:1:"<.1J iii and l:hc) 1\UlJU:,(] i till CUjI.i.l.dl 

'l'lJrri tory. 'l'hc! l1.:l.t:i.onal c1a:L l.y ilvcrage h<l:J inc;.'rcaset1 by 77 pri~:ollt.!l:·r: dl1r;i lI~J 
the month. 

2. 'l'heso chulIgeG llUVO iIlt:rcilsNl 'Lho l1a1~ional imprj l)OJl1IlC'1l t rate from 
65.1 to 65.5 and it is noteel l:JJai: thc! currc'llt rates hav~ JX~(:ll cnJ.culatC(l Ol1 

the basis of revised po]!ulation estimal:el:l. 

3. In many jurisdictions Gmall numbertl of r>r i.soncl:s on \'Iork raleas£;! 
programs arc incluc'lcrl in the claily average number of priBollers. Some of 
these figures are: nine in Victoria, 45 in ~'IF.'ste:rn Austl·alia, and approx.-
imately 65 in New SotlLh \'Iales. Exclmk,d from 'l:he prisoner stoltistj cs were: 
122 offcnders in Victoria servjng attcndnncc~ centre orders and 16 offclldei:s 
in New South \Vales on the Work Release II (Homo Relcase) pro~p:ilm. 

Compiled by David nJ.lcs 
Assistant Director (Rel;e<ll"ch) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

Di(ector: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

.24 August 1979 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 26 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during July 1978 with changes in the totals since June 1978 are : 

July 

Changes nince 
MaleE!. Females Total lJune 1978 

N.S.W. 3577 116 3693 + 16 

VIC. 1611 40 1651 -I- 45 

* QLD 1579 38 1617 + 15 

S.A. 782 21 803 -I- 45 

W.A. 1149 66 1215 6 

TAS. 279 2 281 + 27 

N.T. 169 7 176 + 5 

** A.C.T. 41 4 45 + 1 

AUST. 9187 294 9481 + 148 

* Including a small number of periodic detainees 
** 35 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total \'lere serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(1. e. prisoners pcr 100,000 of the papulation) have been calculated : 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisomnent Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3693 5007 73.8 

VIC. 1651 3822 43.2 

QLD 1617 2172 74.4 

S.A. 803 1292 62.1 

W.A. 1215 1225 99.2 

TAS. 281 414 67.9 

N.T. 176 112 157.1 

A.C.T. 45 215 20.9 

AUST. 9481 14259 66.5 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 June 1978 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

As at 1 July 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these 
who were on remand are shown in the table belo\q : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3698 513 13.9 10.3 

VIC. 1649 136 8.3 3.6 

QLD 1609 109 6.8 5.0 

S.A. 802 153 19.1 11.8 

W.A. 1233 101 8.2 8.2 

TAS. 272 24 8.8 5.8 

N.T. 172 39 22.7 34.8 

A.C.T. 42 10 23.8 4.7 

AUST. 9477 1085 11.5 7.6 

COMMENTS 

1. The trend towards increasing prison populations noted for every 
month to date in 1978 continued in July. The increase of 148 prisoners in 
the national daily average over the previous month is particularly striking. 
Both the total number of 9481 and the national rate of 66.5 arc the highest 
recorded since this data gathering system began in 1976. In the seven 
months since December 1977 th~ total daily average has increased from 8718 
to 9481, or 7.6 per cent. 

2. The differences between jurisdictions in the use of imprisonment 
continue, but the tendency towards increase is relatively uniform in all 
States and Territories. 

3. In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release 
programs are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of 
these figures-a;,e~even in Victoria, 42 in Western ~ustralia and 62 in 
New South Wales. 'Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 
133 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders and 17 offenders 
in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic:. AUSTCR 1M 

29 September 1978 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS ~ NO. 27 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during August 1978 with changes in the totals since July 1978 are 

August 

Changes since 
Males Females Total JulX 1978 

N.S.W. 3589 122 3711 + 18 

VIC. 1609 40 1649 2 

QLD 1536 35 1571 - 46 

S.A. 764 27 791 - 12 

W.A. 1165 71 1236 + 21 

TAS. 309 2 311 + 30 

* N.T. 176 8 184 + a 
** A.C.T. 42 4 46 + 1 

AUST. 9190 309 9499 + 18 

* 21 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons 

** 36 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated : 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) {in thousands} 

N.S.W. 3711 5007 74.1 

VIC. 1649 3822 43.1 

QLD 1571 2172 72.3 

S.A. 791 1292 61.2 

W.A. 1236 1225 100.9 

TAS. 311 414 75.1 

N.T. 184 112 164.3 

A.C.T. 46 215 21.4 

AUST. 9499 14259 66.6 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 June 1978 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

As at 1 August 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these 
who were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3698 562 15.2 1l.2 

VIC. 1640 160 9.8 4.2 

QLD 1573 91 5.8 4.2 

S.A. 777 136 17.5 10.5 

W.A. 1195 87 7.3 7.1 

TAS. 312 42 13.5 10.1 

N.T. 208 26 12.5 23.2 

A.C.T. 43 11 25.6 5.1 

AUST. 9446 1115 11.8 7.8 

COMMENTS 

1. With this issue of Australian Prison Trends an additional 
refinement has been added whereby Northern Territory prisoners serving 
sentences in other jurisdictions have been added to the Northern Territory 
figures and subtracted from the jurisdictions in which they are being held. 
As indicated in the footnot~s to the first table, 21 N.T. male prisoners 
were serving sentences in S.A. and two male and two female N.T. prisoners 
in N.S.W. For the past several issues of Australian Prison Trends a similar 
adjustment has been made for A.C.T. prisoners held in N.S.W. 

These adjustments have the effect of slightly under-reporting 
the actual numbers of prisoners held in N.S.W. and S.A., but the true totals 
can be readily obtained by adding the figures shown in the footnotes. 

2. The overall statistical picture for 1978 reveals a slowing down in the rate of increase ''lhich has been seen since January 1978. The most 
striking changes are a decrease in the Queensland numbers and an increase in 
Tasmania. 

3. In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release 
programs are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of 
these figures are: four in Victoria, seven in Queensland, 41 in Western 
Australia and 71 in New South Wales. Excluded from the prisoner statistics 
'IoTere: 143 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centr~ orders and 17 
offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. 80x 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

~6 October 1978 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 28 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during September 1978 with changes in the totals since August 1978 

SeEtember 

Changes since 
Males Females ~ AU~. 1978 

N.S.W. 3595 129 3724 + 13 

VIC. 1588 35 1623 - 26 

QLD 1578 35 1613 + 42 

S.A. 769 27 796 + 5 

W.A. 1165 75 1240 + 4 

TAS. 322 4 326 + 15 

* N.T. 178 6 184 No change 

** A.C.T. 39 3 42 4 

AUST. 9234 314 9548 + 49 

* 20 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons 

** 34 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons 

are 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated : 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3724 5019 74.2 

VIC. 1623 3833 42.3 

QLD 1613 2175 74.2 

S.A. 796 1294 61.5 

W.A. 1240 1231 100.7 

TAS. 326 415 78.6 

N.T. 184 113 162.8 

A.C.T. 42 217 19.4 

AUST. 9548 14297 66.8 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1978 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

As at 1 September 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General pOEulation 

N.S.W. 3729 531 14.2 10.6 

VIC. 1657 170 10.3 4.4 

QLD 1570 93 5.9 4.3 

S.A. 802 135 16.8 10.4 

W.A. 1257 97 7.7 7.9 

TAS. 313 25 8.0 6.0 

N.T. 180 18 10.0 15.9 

A.C.T. 42 9 21.4 4.1 

AUST. 9550 1078 11.3 7.5 

COMMENTS 

1. An increase in the daily average number of prisoners is noted 
once again for the month of September 1978. The only jurisdictions to 
record slight decreases wer~ Victoria and the Australian Capital Territory. 

2. The September national imprisonment rate of 66.8 is the highest 
recorded since this system was established in May 1976. It is, however, 
considerably lower than the equivalent rates for the 19605 and early 1970s. 

3. In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release 
programs are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of 
these figures are: two in Victoria, five in Queensland, 42 in Western 
Australia and 61 in New South Wales. Excluded from the prisoner statistics 
were: 143 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders and 15 
offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Colbee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. 80x 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone; 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 
29 November 1978 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 29 

The daily i1vc>rage number of persons (to the nearest whole n\wber) held in 
custody during Oct.ober 1978 with changes in the totals since Septcmbel' 1978 

October 

Changes since 
~ Females Total Sept. 1978 

N.S.W. 3638 132 3770 + 46 

VIC. 1543 32 1575 48 

QLD 1582 41 1623 + 10 

8.A. 773 29 802 + 6 

1'1.A. 1179 72 1251 + 11 

TAS. 330 4 334 + 8 

N.'f. 178 6 184* No change 

A.C.T. 39 5 44** + 2 

AUST. 9262 321 9583 + 35 

* 20 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
4 (including 2 femaJ es) in N. S. \0[. prisons 

** 34 prisonE'rs (including 4 females) in this total '\'lere serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons 

ara 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(Le. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3770 5019 75.1 

VIC. 1575 3833 41.1 

QLD 1623 2175 74.6 

8.A. 802 1294 62.0 

W.A. 1251 1231 101.6 

TAS. 334 415 80.5 

N.T. 184 113 162.8 

A.C.T. 44 217 20.3 

AUST. 9583 14297 67.0 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1978 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

As at 1 Octobar 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General ,PoEulation 

N.S.l'1. 3750 479 12.8 9.5 

VIC. 1578 178 11.3 4.6 

QLD 1614 95 5.9 4.4 

S.A. 798 140 17.5 10.8 

W.A. 1216 95 7.8 7.7 

TAS. 336 27 8.0 6.5 

N.T. 188 15 8.0 13.3 

A.C.T. 38 7 18.4 3.2 

AUST. 9518 1036 10.9 7.2 

COMMENTS 

1. The trend towards increasing prison populations noted for every 
month, except April, in 1978 continued in October. In the 10 months since 
December 1977, the total daily average has increased from 8718 to 9583, or 
9.9 percent. Increases in prison populations are noted for all jurisdictions 
except Victoria, which showed a decrease, and the Northern Territory, which 
recorded no change. 

2. The overall imprisomnent rate of 67.0 is not significantly 
different from the rate found in the previous month, but a slight reduction 
in the percentage of prisoners on remand is noted. 

3. In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release 
programs are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of 
these figures-are: 54 in New South Wales, two in Victoria, 12 in Queensland 
and 50 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 
16 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program 
and 144 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

Director: William Clifford 10·1B Col bee Court, Phillip. A,C.T. 2606 
P.O, Box 2B, Wodeh. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

10 January 1979 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 30 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during November 1978 with changes in the totals since october 1978 
are : 

November 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Oct. 1978 

N.S.W. 3706 133 3839 + 69 

VIC. 1551 31 1582 + 7 

QLD 1545 34 1579 44 

S.A. 772 32 804 + 2 

W.A. 1253 64 1317 + 66 

TAS. 332 4 336 + 2 

* N.T. 185 9 194 + 10 
•• A.C.T. 38 6 44 No change 

AUST. 9382 313 9695 + 112 

• 19 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
4 (includiny 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons 

•• 32 prisoners (including 5 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3839 5019 76.5 

VIC. 1582 3833 41.3 

QLD 1579 2175 72.6 

S.A. 804 1294 62.] 

W.A. 1317 1'231 107.0 

TAS. 336 415 81.0 

N.T. 194 113 171. 7 

A.C·.T. 44 217 20.3 

AUST. 9695 14297 67.8 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1978 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

As at 1 November 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General pOEulation 

N.S.W. 3837 564 14.7 11.2 

VIC. 1569 136 8.7 3.5 

QLD 1600 88 5.5 4.0 

S.A. 808 156 19.3 12.1 

W.A. 1253 95 7.6 7.7 

TM. 328 32 9.8 7.7 

N.T. 193 16 8.3 14.2 

A.C.T. 41 10 24.4 4.6 

AUST. 9629 1097 11.4 7.7 

COMMENTS 

1. The Australian daily average number of prisoners of 9695 and 
the imprisonment rate of 67.8 for Novew~er 1978 are the highest recorded 
since this data collection system began in 1976. 

2. Increases in prison populations are noted for all jurisdictions 
except Queensland, which showed a significant decrease, and the Australian 
Capital Territory, which recorded no change. The most striking increases 
found are those in New South Wales and Western Australia. 

3. In rnany jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release 
programs are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of 
these figures are: 44 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, eight in Queensland 
and 41 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 
16 offenders in New South Wales on tha Work Release 11 (Home Release) program 
and 141 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

4. The differences between jurisdictions in the numbers of prisoners 
on remand, shown above, suggest that the Australian Capital Territory, South 
Australia and New South Wales have proportionately more prisoners in tilis 
category than the national average. When considered as proportions of the 
general population, however, the jurisdictions with higher than average numbers 
of prisoners on remand are the Northern Territory, South Australia and New 
South Wales. In these jurisdictions the high numbers of remandees may be 
due to delays being experienced in the higher courts or may also be due to the 
differences in bail policies. For whatever reason, it is suggested that the 
high numbers of remandees in these jurisdictions are a cause for concern. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 31 (AMENDED) 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during December 1978 with changes in the totals since November 1978 
are : 

December 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Nov. 1978 

N.S.IV. 3697 132 3829 10 
VIC. 1533 31 1564 18 

QLn 1482 36 1518 61 

S.A. 717 27 744 60 

W.A. 1216 59 1275 42 
TAS. 310 4 314 22 

* N.T. 188 8 196 + 2 
*'1/ 

A.C.T. 36 3 39 5 

AUST. 9179 300 9479 - 216 

* 19 prisoners jn this total wel'e serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.IV. prisons 

** 28 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdjction, the following imprJsonment rates 
(i. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the popc:lation) have been calcul ~ltod : 

Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rntos 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.IV. 3829 5031 76.1 

VIC. 1564 3845 40.7 

QLD 1518 2182 69.6 

S.A. 744 1298 57.3 

W.A. 1275 1238 103.0 
TAS. 314 416 75.5 

N.T. 196 114 171.9 

A.C.T. 39 219 17.8 

AUST. 9479 14343 66.1 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 December 1978 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RBLEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 40 in New South IVales, one in Victoria, six in Queensland 
and 48 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics' were: 
17 offenders in Ne\~ South Wales on the Work Release II (l-lome Rele,ase) 
program and 131 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 December 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) nwnbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of those who 
were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3830 503 13.1 10.0 

VIC. 1598 136 8.5 3.5 

QLD 1547 85 5.5 3.9 

S.A. 776 141 18.2 10.9 

W.A. 1305 67 5.1 5.4 

TAS. 338 37 10.9 8.9 

N.T. 187 13 7.0 11.4 

A.C.T. 45 18 40.0 8.2 

AUST. 9626 1000 10.4 7.0 

COMMENTS 

1. For the first time in eight months the total number of prisoners 
in Australia in Decemher 1978 showod a decrease. This decrease is found in 
all major jurisdictions. A reduction in numbers in the month of December has 
been noted in previous years and may be uue to releasing practices over the 
Christmas/New Year holiday pel'iod. 

2. If December 1978 is compared with Del~elllber 1977, this one-yeur 
period has seen a national increase ;in the daily average numbo:r of prisoners 
of 761 or 8.7 percent. The national imprisc/nment rate has increased over 
this period frolll 61. 6 to 66. L If this trend contj nues into H)79, l)rilW)) 
administrators throughout Australia will face increasing managoment problems. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 32 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during January 1979 with changes in the totals since December 1978 
are: 

January 

Changes since 
Mules Females ~ Dec. 1978 

N.S.W. 3693 129 3822 7 

VIC. 1473 29 1502 - 62 

QLD 1525 35 1560 + 42 

S.A. 703 24 727 - 17 

ILA. 1229 57 1286 + 11 

TAS. 284 2 286 - 28 
* N.T. 161 8 169 - 27 
** A.C.T. 32 3 35 4 

AUST. 9100 287 9387 - 92 

* 19 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in 
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons 

S.A. prisons and 

. ** 25 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons 

. Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the fOllowing imprisonment rates 
(i. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated : 

Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands2 

N.S.W. 3822 50;31 76.0 

VIC. 1502 3845 39.1 

QLD 1560 2182 71.5 

S.A. 727 1298 56.0 

W.A. 1286 1238 103.9 

TAS. 286 416 68.8 

N.T. 169 114 148.2 

A.C.T. 35 219 16.0 

AUST. 9387 ·14343· 65.4 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 December 1978 (subject to revision) 
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2. 

WORK RELEASE AND A1TENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small nwnbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average nwnber of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 37 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, seven in Queensland 
and 42 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 
16 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) 
program and 113 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 January 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) nwnbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3801 520 13.7 10.3 

VIC. 1502 140 9.3 3.6 

QLD 1527 88 5.8 4.0 

S.A. 692 112 16.2 8.6 

W.A. 1354 61 4.5 4.9 

TAS. 293 16 5.5 3.8 

N.T. 183 14 7.7 12.3 

A.C.T. 32 6 18.8 2.7 

AUST. 9384 • 957 10.2 6.7 

COMMENTS 

1. The daily average nwnbers of prisoners for January 1979 were generally 
lower than they were for the previous month, with relatively small increases being 
found only in Queensland and Western Australia. Compared with the most recent • 
peak month of November 1978, these data represent an Australia-wide reduction of 
308 prisoners. 

2. The January 1979 Australian imprisonment rate of 65.4 compares with 
67.8 found in November 1978. The current rate, however, is still considerably 
higher than was found for any month during 1977. 

3. In most jurisdictions there has been a reduction, both in absolute 
numbers and in percenfage terms, in the numbers of prisoners on remand. The 
decrease in the numbers of remandees in South Australia has been the most noticeab 
but relatively high numbers remain in the NOi'thern Territory and New South Wales. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Colbeo Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telophone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

2.6 March 1979 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 33 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during February 1979 with changes in the totals since January 1979 
are : 

Februarl 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Jan. 1979 

N.S.W. 3738 134 3872 + SO 
VIC. 1534 36 1570 + 68 

QLD 1548 42 1590 + 30 

S.A. 738 28 766 + 39 

W.A. 1276 65 1341 + 55 

TAS. 285 3 288 + 2 
* N.T. 203 11 214 + 45 
** A.C.T. 28 3 31 4 

AUST. 9350 322 9672 + 285 

* 19 prisoners in this total wore serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
4 (including 2 females) in N .. S. W. prisons 

** 24 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonnient rates 
(Le. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have beon calculated: 

N,S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 
S,A. 

W,A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

Prisonors 
(as above) 

3872 

1570 

1590' 

766 

1341 

288 

214 

31 

9672 

* General Popu1a~ion 
(in thousands) 

5031 

3845 

2182 

1298 

1238 

416 

114 
219 

14343 

Imprisonment Rates 

77.0 

40.8 

72.9 

59.0 

108.3 

69.2 

187.7 

14.2 

67.4 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 December 1978 (subject to revision) 
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2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 39 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, seven in Queensland 
and 44 in Western Australia. Excluded £rom the prisoner statistics were: 
16 offenders in New South \Vales on the Work Release II (Home Release) 
program and 116 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 February 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3881 607 15.6 12.1 

VIC. 1546 148 9.6 3.8 

QLD 1559 106 6.8 4.9 

S.A. 757 158 20.9 12.2 

W.A. 1411· 95"- 6.7 7.7 

TAS. 278 12 4.3 2.9 

N.T. 211 22 10.4 19.3 

A.C.T. 36 14 38.9 6.4 

AUST. 9679 1162 12.0 8.1 

COMMENTS 

1. After two months of successive decreases in Australia's prison 
populations, the statistics for February 1979 record striking increases in 
all jurisdictions except the Australian Capitai Territory. The monthly 
increase of 285 to the daily average number of .prisoners in Australia has 
pushed the nationul imprisonment rate up from 65.4 to 67.4. The increases 
in numbers have proportionately been greatest in the Northern Territory and 
Western Australia. 

2. Apart from this overall increase, the numbers of prisoners on 
remand on 1 February 1979 increased in all jurisdictions except Tasmania. 
On that date, 12 per. cent of all prisoners in Australia were on remand. 
The numbers of remandees as a proportion of the general population were 
highest in the Northern Territory, South Australia and New South, Wales. 

3. With the next publication of Australian Prison Trends it is hoped 
to attach the results of a prison accommodation survey from which it should 
be possible to calculate the 'occupancy rates' of each prison system. The 
assistance of prison administrators in compiling these data is gratefully 
acknowledged. 

Compiled by Daviti Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 34 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during Ivlarch 1979 with changes in the totals since February 1979 are 

Ma'l;'ch 

Changes !;ince 
Males Females Total Feb. 1979 

N.S.l'I. 3775 129 3904 + 32 

VIC. 1562 36 1598 + 28 

QLD 1587 47 1634 + 44 

S.A. 744 29 773 + 7 

W.A. 1259 71 1330 11 

TAS. 288 3 291 + 3 
* N.T. 208 8 216 + 2 
** A.C.T. 31 4 35 + 4 

AUST. 9454 327 9781 + 109 

* 19 prisoners in this total were servini~ sentences in S.A. prisons anti 
4 (inclutline 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons 

** 26 prisoners (including 4 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment r1!tcs 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners General Population *. Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.lV. 3904 5065 77 .1 

VIC. 1598 3851 41.5 

QLD 1634 2182 74.9 

S.A. 773 1293 59.8 

W.A. 1330 1241 107.2 

TAS. 29J. 416 70.0 

N.T. 216 115 187.8 

A.C:r. 35 221 15.8 

** AUST. 9781 14385 68.0 
, 

* Forward Est.llllncs of Pop\llation as at 31 March HJ'19 (subj ect to revision) 
-1,'* The clisc'l;'eptlllcy between this total and the sum of the cOlnponents is clue 

to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000. 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

NORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jUrisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 39 in New South Wales. 10 in. Queensland and 40 in Wes'tern 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 16 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 122 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 March 1979 the actual (as opposed ,to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandecs of General Popula tiem 

N.S.lV. 3888 587 15.1 11.6 

VIC. 1590 127 8.0 3.3 

QLD 1609 116 7.2 5.3 

S.A. 764 127 16.6 9.8 

N.A. 1472 . 139 9.4 11.2 

TAS. 293 31 10.6 7.5 

N.T. 233 23 9.9 20.0 

A.C.T. 33 8 24.2 3.6 

AUST. 9882 1158 11. 7 8.1 

COMMENTS 

1. All jurisdictions except Western Australia have reported increased 
numbers of prisoners for March 1979 compared with the previous month. The 
national increase in the daily average nwnber of prisoners of 109 is, hOl~evcr, 
consj derably smaller than the increase of 285 found in the previous month. 
111e national imprisonment rate (based on updated forward estimates of population, 
for March 1979 was 68.0 compared with 67.4 in the previous mon th and 61.6 in 
December 1977. 

2. Notwithstanding the overall increase in the number of prisol1ers, 
111e proportion 
'I'11511\(lnia, but 

the numbers of remandees have relllained rC:!latively constnnt. 
of prisoners on remand has increased in Western AU!itralia and 
there lias ueen a decrease in South Australia. 

3. 
survey as 
supplied. 
have been 

It has not been possible to complete the planned prison accommodat:i on 
difficulties in interpretation have occurr.ed with soll1e of the data 

'll1e results of this survey will. be circulated as soon as the prohl em: 
resolved. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 35 

'111e daily average number of persons (to the nearest whOle number) held in 
custody during April 1979 wi th changes in the totals since March 1979 arc 

AEril 

Changes l;iJlce 
Males Females Total Mar. 1979 

N.S.IV. 3745 137 3882 22 

VIC. 1543 33 1576 22 

QLD 1605 42 1647 + 13 

S.A. 749 24 773 No change 

IV.A. 1418 85 1503 + 173 

TAS. 286 4 290 1 
* N.T. 222 9 231 "" 15 
'k* 

A.C.T. 38 4 42 "" 7 

AUST. 9606 338 9944 ~. 163 

* 19 prisoners in this total \~ere serving sentences in S.A. pri~ons and 
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.N. prisons 

** 27 prisoners (including 4 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.IV. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following impl'isonmont rates 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated : 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3882 5065 76.6 

VIC. 1576 3851 40.9 

QLD 1647 2182 75.5 

S.A. 773 1.293 59.8 

IV.A. 1503 1241 121.1 

TAS. 290 41.6 69.7 

N.T. 231 115 200.9 

A.C.T. 42 221 19.0 

** AUST. 9944 14385 69.1 

* Porward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1979 (subject to revision) 
** The discrepancy bet,~een this total and the sum of the components is due 

to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000. 

(cont 1 d ovor pago) 
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2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In mnny jurisdictions small numbers of prisonel's on work xclease programs 
are included in the daily average nwnber of prisoners, Some of these 
figures are: 40 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, 10 in Queensland 
and 39 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics 
wore: 14 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) 
program and 137 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 April 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on rellwnd are shown in the table belOW : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,0 
Prisoners on Remand of RelllD.ndees of General Ponl1ati 

N.S.N. 3911 561 14 . .3 11.1 

VIC. 1609 166 10 • .3 4.3 

QLD 1640 116 7.1 5.3 

S.A. 804 140 17.4 10.8 

IV.A. 150.3 162 10.8 13.1 
TAS. 301 22 7 . .3 5 . .3 

N.T. 221 20 9.0 17.4 

A.C:r. 36 9 25.0 4.1 

AUST. 10025 11% 11.9 8 . .3 

COMMENTS 

1. The overall increase in the numbers of prisoners shO\~n for April" 
1979 compared with the previous month may, to a large extent, be due to the 
fact that for the past five months the Wester.n Austra1i:.1Jl Department of 
Corrections has supplied daily averages which understated the true situatiOll 
The source of this error, which did not apply to the numbers of prisoners 
held on the first day of each month, has been located and corrected. 

2. Apart from the abnormal West Australian figures, sHght decrease 
in prison numbers we:l'e reported for New South Wales and Victoria. 

3. There has been virtually no change in the proportion of 
prisoners on remand at 1 April 1979 compared with the provious montl1, but 
significant differences between jurisdictiolls remain, 

4. 111e results of a prison accommodation survey have been compiled 
and are attached. 

Compiled by DllVid Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



--- --~ _.-----_._--..,.....-. 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Dlroctor: William Clifford 10·18 Colboe Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
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Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

:'~ May 1979 

PRISON ACCOM~IOOATlON SURVEY 

In oarly Murch 1979 all prison administrators in AustraU a Woro asked 
to supply to the Institute basic information on the numbers of cell and 
dormitory beds available in each State and Territory. It was not possible 
for the Ne\~ South IVnl('~; [)('lHlrtll1C'nt of Corrective Services to supply this 
information, due to the different terminology used in that State, but all 
other administrators were able to do so. It was ascertained by tOh'pholle 
that in New South Wales in May 1978 thoro was prison accolltmodaU on fOl' 3977 
male and 120 female prisoners in either single or shared accollullollation units. 

Administrators were asked to specify. cellular or dormitory accolllJllodntion 
for malo and felilale prisoners in terll1s of maximum, mediUm or minimuill securi ty 
rating. In lIIost cases this information IWS suppl;i.ed, but as SCClIri ty ratings 
are arbit1.'lIry and may vary from one jurisdic.tion to nnother, tht' stllIlIIlary of the 
findings belOW refers only to single cells and dormitory beds for Inales nnd 
females. 

Table 1: Prison flcGommouation in flustralia as at 1 ~Inrch 1979 

MALB 

Single ('ells 
Dr.))'Jui tory bous 

Total malo 

FEMflLIl 

Single cells 
Dormitory bods 

Total female 

TOTAL 

N.S.IV. 

3977 

Vic. 

898 
912 

1810 

6 
61 

120 67 
'II'll 

4097 1877 

* excluding N.S.IV. 
** as at Mn)' 1978 

1623 815 
1'16 276 

1769 1091 

11 
32 

74 
4 

43 78 

1812 1169 

IV.A. 

962 
324 

1286 

81 
56 

137 

1423 

Tas. 

'126 

'126 

23 

23 

449 

N.T. 

127 
117 

2'14 

16 
6 

22 

266 

fI.C.T. 

12 

12 

6 

6 

18 

Aust. 

10615 

* 217* 
159 

4% 

11111 

From this table it call be seen that Tasmaniu js the only Stnte to have 
estnblishcd a fully cellular system, while Victorj:l seeills to provlde pl'oportlolln t.ely 
Illore dormitory accommodation than uny other jurisdiction. 

Using the total accolllJJlOuutl,oll figures shown in Table I and the data given 
in AustraUan Pr'ison PN,ndo No. ;;4, Idth adjustments Illaue to reflect the 
jurisdictions in which 1'risoneJ.'s were actuully being held as opposed to where 
they liere sentenced, it hus been possible to calculate loccupancy rates I for 

(cont'd oVer puge) 



2. 

each prison system. These rates arc shown in Table 2. 

Table 2: Prison Occupancy in Australia as at 1 March 1979 

Total Total 
Accommodation Number of Percentage 

Available Prisoners Occupancy 

N. S.I'I. 4097 3918 95.6 

Vic. 1877 1590 84.7 

Qld 1812 1609 88.8 

S.A. 1169 783 67.0 

I'I.A. 1423 1472 103.4 

Tas. 449 293 65.3 

N.T. 266 214 80.5 

A.C.T. 18 7 38.9 

Aust. 11111 9882 88.9 

This table shows that while the overall Australian prison occupancy rate 
is 88.9 per cent, these rates (excluding the A.C.T.) vary from 65.3 per cent 
in Tasmania to 103.4 per cent in Western Australia. 

'Ole data given jn the above table arc as supplied to the Institute by 
Australian prison administrators. As prison accommodation is, to some extent, 
a flexible concept, it is possible that some administrators may wish to submit 
amended figures. Certainly, the question must be asked: how docs Western 
Australia accommodate more prisoners than it has room for? 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUSTMLIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 36 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during May 1979 with changes in the totals Since April 1979 are : 

May 

Changes since 
Males Females Total AEr. 1979 

N.S.W. 3715 139 3854 28 

VIC. 1570 37 1607 + 31 

QLD 1574 40 1614 33 

S.A. 744 26 770 3 

IV.A. 1407 78 1485 18 

TAS. 303 5 308 + 18 
* N.T. 233 10 243 + 12 
** A.C.T. 43 3 46 + 4 

AUST. 9589 338 9927 17 

* 19 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons 

** 32 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.IV. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(i. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated : 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3854 5065 76.1 

VIC. 1607 3851 41. 7 

QLD 1614 2182 74.0 

S.A. 770 1293 59.6 

W.A. 1485 1241 119.7 

TAS. 308 416 74.0 

N.T. 243 115 211.3 

A.C.T. 46 221 20.8 

** AUST. 9927 14385 69.0 

* F01'\qard Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1979 (subject to revision) 
** TIlO discrepancy between this total and the sum of the components is due 

to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000. 

(cont'cl over page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work rl;!lease progralns 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 39 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, nine h Queensland 
and 35 in lVestern Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics 
were: 11 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) 
program and 154 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 May 1979 the actua1 (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction ancl the proportion of; these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below : 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.IV. 3875 546 14.1 10.8 

VIC. 1619 145 9.0 3.8 

QLD 1631 101 6.2 4.6 

S.A. 782 142 18.2 11.0 

IV.A. 1474 133 9.0 10.7 

TAS. 294 28 9.5 6.7 

N.T. 241 22 9.1 19.1 

A.C.T. 47 18 38.3 8.1 

AUST. 9963 1135 11.4 7.9 

COMMENTS 

1. The month of Ma.y 1979 hus been one of very 1.ittle significnnt 
change in prison populations compared with the previous month. Small 
increases or decreases arc seen for each jurisdiction resulting in an 
ovel'all decrease of 17 prisoners in the month. The national ilnprisonment 
rate has remained virtually unchanged. 

2. There has been a small decrease in the numbers of prisoners on 
remand in May, but the Northern Territory, New South Wales, South Australia 
and Western Australia all have significantly more remandees than the national 
average. 

3. It is now three years since this monthly collection was started 
and in that period \~e have seen a decrease in prison numbers until Decemher 
1977, \d til a gC)l1era1 tendency to increase sin ce that date. 

Compiled by David niles 
Assistant Director (Resoarch) 

.. 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court. Phillip, A,C,T. 2606 

P,O, 80l( 28. Woden, A,C,T, 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

31 July 1979 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 37 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during June 1979 with changes in tho totals since May 1979 are 

.1ullQ 
Changes since 

Males Females Total May H)79 

N.S,IY. 3~92 147 3839 - 15 
VIC. 1598 35 1633 + 26 

QLD 1627 40 1667 + 53 

8.A. 756 32 788 + 18 

IV.A. 1411 74 1485 No change 
TAS. 302 3 305 3 

* N.T. 248 11 259 + 16 
** A.C.T. 46 2 48 + 2 

AUST. 9680 344 10024 + 97 

* 21 prJsonors in this total I~ere serving sentences in S.A. pl'isons and 
3 (inCluding 1 female) in N.S.IV. prisons. 

** 36 prisoners (including 2 [olllalos) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.IV. prisons. 

USing the above totals for each jurisdlction, the following imprisonment rulos 
(i.e. prisonors 1'01' 100,000 of tho population) Ilave been calculatod : 

Prisoners General Population I mpl'i S oilmen t Rates 
(as above) (in thollsnm]<;) 

N.S.W. 3839 5078 75.6 

VIC. 1633 3858 42.3 

QLD 1667 2186 76.3 

S,A. 788 1293 60.9 

IV.A. H85 1244 119.4 

TAS. 305 417 73.1 

N.T. 259 117 221.4 

A.C.T. 48 223 21.5 

AUST. 10024 14416 69.5 

* Forward Estimates of Populnt.j i)]} as at 30 Juno 1979 (subj ect to revision) 

(cont'd oyer page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisonel's. Some of these 
figures al'e: 47 in NC!\~ South Wales, one in Victoria, 10 in Queensland 
and 37 in WUBtCl'/l Australia. Excluded from the prisoner stlltistics 
were: 9 offenders in New South Wales on the \\fork Release II (llome Release) 
program and 152 off.enders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 June 1979 the actual (as oppoBed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shOlm in the table below : 

Tt>tal Prisoners Percentage Remandces per 100,000 
Prisoners on Reman'!. of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.I'{. 3817 462 12.1 9,1 

VIC. 1607 131 8.2 3,4 

QLD 1631 101 6.2 4.6 

S.A. 786 144 18.3 11.1 

W.A., 1485 127 8.6 10.2 

TAS. 309 "6 8.4 6.2 

N.T. 269 13.0 29.9 

A..C.T. 46 12 26.1 5.4 

At/ST. 9950 1038 10.4 7.2 

COMMENTS ----
1. The increases in prison populations for most jurisdictions for 
.Jullc 1979 have l'esultcd in a national daily average for the month of over 
10,000 prisoners. This is the highest total found since this data collection 
started in t·lay 1976 and may be compared with the national total of 8,578 
found ill December 1976. 

2. The national imprisonment rate of 69.5 for June 1979 is also the 
highest found over this period. 

3. A more p~easing feature of the current data is the fact that 
there has been a slight reduction in both the absolute numbors and the 
prop0J.·tions of prisoners on remand n.t 1 June 1979 compared with the precedi.ng 
months. . 

Compiled by David Biles 
ASlOistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O, Box 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

24 August 1979 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 38 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during July 1979 with changes in the totals since June 1979 are: 

July 

Changes since 
Males Females Total June 1979 

N.S.W. 3689 137 3826 • 13 

VIC. 1638 43 1681 + 48 

QLD 1636 42 1678 +11 

S.A. 780 29 809 + 21 

W.A. 1416 78 1494 + 9 

TAS. 291 3 294 - 11 
* N.T. 246 13 259 No change 
** A.C.T. 49 2 51 + 3 

AUST. 9745 347 10092 + 68' 

* 20 prisoners in this total 14ere serving sentences in S .A. prisons and 
3 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisons. 

**37 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the follO\~ing imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3826 5078 75.3 

VIC. 1681 3858 43.6 

QLD 1678 2186 76.8 

S.A. 809 1293 62.6 

W.A. 1494 1244 120.1 

TAS. 294 417 70.5 

N.T. 259 117 221.4 

A.C.T. 51 223 22.9 

AUST. 10092 14416 70.0 

* FOTl4ard Estimates of Population as at 30 June 1979 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTBNDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 52 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, 10 in Queensland 
and 30 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 
9 offenderr. in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) 
program and 150 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 July 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Remandees 
per 100,000 

Total Prisoners Percentage of General 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees Po~ulation 

N.S.IV. 3839 517 13.5 10.2 

VIC. 1669 125 7.5 3.2 

QLD 1710 110 6.4 5.0 

S.A. 804 136 16.9 10.5 

IV.A. 1481 122 8.2 9.8 

TAS. 305 17 5.6 4.1 

N.T. 260 34 13.1 29.1 

A.C.T. 59 11 18.6 4.9 

AUST. 10127 1072 10.6 7.4 

COMMENTS 

1. For the second month in succession the daily average number of 
prisoners in Austrnlia has been greater than 10,000 with a slightly higher 
national totnl being found in July 1979 compared with the previous month. 
The jurisdictions recording the most significant increases during the 
month were Victoria and South AustrC2lia. 

2. The national imprisonment rate (daily average prisoners per 100,000 
population) has reached 70 for the first time since this data collection 
started in May 1976. Significant differences in imprisonment rates for 
different jurisdictions are again noted, and, at a speculative level, it is 
suggested that the high rates in some jurisdictions may be contributing to 
the problems of prison management. 

3. Over 10 per cent of prisoners. in custo~y at 1 July ,1978 were on 
remand and this proportion seems to remain relatively constant 
notwithstanding the absolute numbers of prisoners. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

. P.O. 80x 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

25 September 1979 . 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TIUlNDS - NO. 39 

The daily average number of persons (to the. nearest whole numher) held in 
custody during August 1979 with changes in the totals since July 1979 are: 

.. Males 

N.S.W. 3610 

VIC. 1672 

QI,D 1584 

S.A. 793 

W.A. 1411 

TAS. 284 

N.T. 245 

A.C.T. 44 

August 

Females 

131 

56 

41 

31 

72 

5 

11 

3 

Total 

3741 

1728 

1625 

824 

1483 

289 

256 

47 

* 

** 

Changes since 
July 1979 

- 85 

+ 47 

- 53 

+ 15 

- 11 

5 

3 

4 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
AUST. 9643 350 9993 - 99 

* 19 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
3 (including 1 female) in N.S.IV. prisons. 

** 35 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were s\9rving sentences 
in N.S.IV. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the follOl·ling imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.lV. 3741 5078 73.7 

VIC. 1728 3858 44.8 

QLD 1625 2186 74.3 

S.A. 824 1293 63.7 

IV.A. 14d3 1244 119.2 

TAS. 289 417 69.3 

N.T. 256 117 218.8 

A.C.T. 47 223 21.1 

AUST. 9993 14416 69.3 

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 Junc 1979 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners, Some of these 
figures are: 62 in Now South Wales, eight in Queensland and 34 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: nine offenders in 
New South IValeson the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 153 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance (~entre orders. 

As at 1 August 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandccs per 100)000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remnndees of General Population 

N:S.IV. 3813 542 14.2 10.7 

VIC. 1707 124 7.3 3.2 

QLD 1632 94 5.8 4.3 

S.A. 809 126 15.6 9.7 

W.A. 1482 144 9.7 11.6 

TAS. 296 23 7.8 5.5 
N.T. 247 28 11.3 23.9 

A.C.T. 45 12 26.7 5.4 

AUST. 10031 1093 10.9 7.6 

COMlvlENTS -----
1. After two months of increases in the numbers of prisoners in 
Australia there was a significant decrease in August 1979. The numbers 
feJI in all jurisdictions except Victoria and South Austrnlia, with the 
most striking dec1'eases being found in New South iVale's and Queens land. 

2. This reduction in numbers has marginally reduced tho nat.ional 
imprisonment rate from 70.0 to 69.3 prisoners per 100,000 of t.he population. 
It is of some interest to note that New Zealand at the beginning of August 
had an equivalent rate of 87.1. 

:S. Notwithstanding the general decrease there has been a sH ght 
increase in the number of prisoners on remand. At 1 August 1979 nearly 
11 peJ.' cent of all prisoners in Australia were remandees. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIM!NOLOGY 
Director: WilHam CliifDrd 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 26, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

25 Octoher 1979 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 40 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during Septembel' 1979 with changes in the totals since August 1979 
are: 

September 

Changes since 
~lales Females Total Aug. 1979 

N.S.IV. 3544 130 3674 (,7 

VIC. 1681 54 1735 + 7 

QLD 1576 48 1624 1 

S.A.. 791 28 819 5 

IV.A. 11107 76 1483 No change 

'1'AS. 267 1\ 271 - 18 
* N.T. 238 11 249 7 
** A.C.T. 110 2 42 5 

--------.- . 

AUST. 95114 353 9897 - 96 
----
* 1ft prisoners in this total \'Iere serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 

3 (including 1 femnle) jn N.S.IV. prisons. 
34 prisoners (including 2 female I) in this total \~ere serving sentences 
in N.S.IV. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (Le. prisoners pOl' 100,000 of tho population) )wve bec-Il cnlcuJated: 

'k 
Prisoners General I'opulnt.i on Impr:i sonmollt I~ate~; 
(as abo~) (in thousands L_ 

N.S.IV. 36711 5092 72.2 

VIC. 173!; 3866 44.9 

QLD 1624 2199 n.9 
S.A. 819 1291\ 63.3 

IV.A. 1483 1248 118.8 

TAS. 27J 418 64.8 

N.T. 249 117 212.8 

A.C.T. 42 22.4 18.8 
-------------

AUST. 989'7 141\58 68.5 -_._---_.-._-----_ ... _-- ---_._---_._.-._---._----
Est.iJ.mtecl Popu] ati 011 [IS at 30 Septem1>er 1979 (subj ee t to rev i!;ioJl) 

(cont'd over pnea) 



2. 

WORK nBLllASE AND ATTFNDANCE CIlNTnB PAT/\ 

In lntwy jurisdictions small numhC1TS of prisoners on work release progl'ruTls 
urc incll1lleu in the daily averugo number of prisoTlers. SOIll() or these 
figures nrc: 50 jn New South Wnle!i, 5 in Ql1ecnslnnd and 1\1 jn Western 
ilustrl<lio. Excluded from the pri soner stat'i.stlcs were: 13 of' ('under:; ill 
No,~ South l'Ialeiml-t.he WO):k \telensc JI (llomo Rdl'nsc) pl'o~rnl\\ anti 1117 
offcnum's in Victoria serving attendance centro orders. 

An at 1 September 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily avorage) nwnbers of 
l)risollC'rs in custody in each jurisdiction and the propo1'ti01\ of t.hese \~ho 
were on r(!lllanu ,lTe shown in the table bclO\~: 

Total Prisoners Percentagc Remanuccs per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remnndees of General POl~t.:.~~!!. ----- -------

N.S.W. 3656 525 14.4 10.3 

VIC. 1745 126 7.2 3.3 

QLD 1623 98 6.0 4.5 

S.A. 819 140 17.1 10.8 

W.A. 1477 119 8.1 9.5 

TAS. 276 23 8.3 5.5 

N .1'. 252 49 19.4 41.9 

A.C.T. 42 11 26.2 4.9 

i\IJST. 9890 1091 11.0 7.5 
-------

Cmlf.lENTS -----
1. For the second month in succession the figures for SeptC'mhc)' 1979 
shol'l a sUght decreaso ill the numbe:r of prisoners in Austral.ia. Dccrevrws 
can be seen for all jurisdictions except Victoria and Western Australia. 

2. Thesl;' sligl l1'ly lOl'le:r fjgures, and revised estimate!, of the genu.rn.1 
population as at. 30 Scp~cmbo:r H)7D, have resulted .in a JllItioll:Jl im]ll',i !:;onllltlllt 
rate of 68.5, compilTed with (i~). 3 found in the previous month. 

3. It is of <;omu int:urest 1'0 note that since this <lat:1 col.loct'ioll 
sta:rted :in May l!l7(, tho .. '() lws boen (L slol'l bllt steady incrca~;e in the propo}'t.i on 
of pri'.;cme:rs who nrc female. This proportio;t \~i1::; o'rigjnally 2.6 )1C'J~ cent of 
tho total and it is now at the levo1 of 3.6 per cent. 

Compiled by Dav j u Biles 
Assistant Director (Resea1'ch) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip, A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

27 November 1979 

AUSTRALIAN PinSON TIUlNDS - NO. 41 

The daily average numher of persons (to the nearest whole numbe:r) held in 
custod), during October 1979 11ith changes in the totals since Septcmber 1979 
arc: 

October 

Changes sjnc.e 
Males Females Total Sept, 1079 

N.S,W. 3558 124 3682 + 8 

VIC. 1657 52 1709 - 26 

QLD 1562 43 1605 - 19 

S.A. 810 26 836 + 17 

IV.A. 1406 81 1487 + 4 

TAS. 272 7 279 + 8 
* N.T, 261 1.3 274 + 25 
** A.C.T. 41 2 43 + 1 

AUST. 9567 34S 9915 + 18 

* 15 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisor;:.- and 
4 (inc.luding 1 female) in N. S.IV. prisons. 

** 35 prisoners (including ? females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.IV. prisons. 

Using the nbove totals for ouch jurisdiction, the following imprisonlllent 
rates (i. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been call'ul atod : 

* Prisoners Genl!lral Popullltion Imprisonment Rlltes 
(as above) (in thOUSalll]S) 

N.S.IV. 3682 5092 7.2.3 

VIC. 1709 3866 44.2 

QLD 1605 2199 73.0 

S.A. 836 1294 64.6 

IV.A. l4S'! 1248 119.2 

TAS. 279 418 66.7 

N .1'.. 274 117 234.2 

A.C.T. 43 224 19.2 -.. __ ._--_ .. _--
AUST. 9915 14458 68.G 

._----_., .. ----
* HsHmnt.cu Popu llltion 1IS at 30 ScptclIllwr 197!) lr.llbjcct to J:evh;j on) 

(conI '(] 0'\/01' pIlgt:) 

" 



2. 

IWRK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jud:.dictions small mnnbe.r:; of pri.soners on \~ork relense programs 
arc inc llH~~. in the tin ily avel',lI:e 1111mlwr of p.ril;QnC.I's. Some 0 [ the!;e 
figures 'H'e: 46 in No\~ South WaIG:., (i in QlIecn~;]:lIlu and 48 in iVust()J:l1 
Australia. Excludeu from the pri.soner stntlsti cs \~ere: 11 offendcl's in 
Ne\~ South I\'nl;,:;sQn the 1I'0rk Release II (Ilome Reloaso) program nnd 145 
off11l1ders in Victlwla serving attonuunce centre orders. 

As at 1 October 1979 the actual (as opposod to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each juri sclictiOll unci the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown' in tho table be] O\~: 

Total Prisoners Percentnge Remandeds pOI' ]00,000 
Prisonors on Remand of Remnndees of Genera.l Populntioll 

N.S.N. 3676 532 14.5 10.4 

VIC. 1702 100 5.9 2.6 

QLD HilS 101 6.2 4.6 
S.A. 840 145 17.3 11.2 

W.A. 1497 123 8.2 9.9 

TAS. 274 20 7.3 4.8 

N.1'. 271 37 13.7 31.6 

A.C.T. 39 7 17.9 3.1 

AUS'r. 9917 1065 10.7 7.4 

COM!-IENTS ----
1. Only small changes in the daily avernge numbers of prisoners have 
occurred fronl SeptC'JIIlJer to October 1979. The natJonal impri SOllmc.mt l'ate has 
therefore remai ned virtually unch:mgecl at 68.6. The mo!;t stri king rato for 
the jurisdictions is 234.2 noted for the Northern Ter.ritoJ'Y. 

2: The statirltlcs for prisoners on relllOlnc1 have also ehangGd very 
Ii t tle, with the Northern Territory, South J\ustn1l1u tilltl New South W:lles 
conti nui ng to have the highest Tates for l'emnllds j n custody. 

Cotnplleu by Davicl Bller. 
Assjstnnt Director (Hcscarch) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 82 2111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

14 jartuar)' 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 42 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during November 1979 with changes in the totals since October 1979 
arc: 

November 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Oct. 1979 ---- ------

N.S.N. 3508 128 3636 - 46 

VIC. 1663 49 1712 + 3 

QLD 1554 42 1596 9 

8.A. 822 28 850 + 14 

W.A. 1386 77 1463 - 24 

TAS. 280 7 287 + 8 
* N.T. 235 13 248 - 26 
** A.C.T. 51 3 54 + 11 

AUST. 9499 347 9846 - 69 

* 15 Erisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
4 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisons. 

** 48 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals f01' each juri.sdiction, the fol lOl~ing imprisonment 
rates (i,e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have beon calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3636 5092 71.4 

VIC. 1712 3866 44.3 

QLD 1596 2199 72.6 

S.A. 850 1294 65.7 

W.A. 1463 1248 117.2 

TAS. 287 418 68.7 

N.T. 248 117 217..0 

A.C.T. 54 224 24.1 

i\UST. 9846 14453 68.1 

'k Estj mated Population as at 30 Septomber 1979 (suhj ect to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 
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2. 

wonK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on I"ol'k release programs 
are included in the daily average number of p'risoners. Some of these 
fi gut-csare: 50 in New South Wales, 5 in Queensland and 46 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 14 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 146 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at. 1 November 1979 tho actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custotly in each jurisdiction and the proportion of t.hese who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.I"'. 3659 504 13.8 9.9 

VIC. 1708 91 5.3 2.4 

QLD 1612 93 5.8 4.2 

S.A. 832 129 15.5 10.0 

IV.A. 1453 105 7.2 8.4 

TAS. 281 25 8.9 6.0 
N.T. 244 43 17.6 36.8 

A.C.T. 49 7 14.3 3.1 

AUST. 9838 997 10.1 6.9 

COMMENTS -----
1. Reductions in the daily average numbers of prisoners held in November 
1979, particularly in New South Wales j Western Australia and tlHl Northern Terri tory; 
resul ted in a fall in the national imprj sonment rate from 68.6 to 68.1. This 
is the lo\~est rate recorded since .Jnnuary 1979, but it is still consi c1erab1y 
higher than the rates found throughout 1977 and 1978. 

2. It is o£ some interest to note that over a period of two years (since 
November 1977) the impd sonment rates of all jurisdictions have increased, the 
most striking being for the Northern Territory (from J38.3 to 212.0) and Western 
Australia (from 96.6 to 117.2). 

3. Remand prisoners constituted a slightly lower percentage of all 
prisoners in November compared with October 1979 and there was also a fall in 
the number of rcmandees per 100,000 of the general population. Both of these 
mC'osures of the use of remand in custody are lower than the equivalent figures 
found twelve months previously. 

Compiled by Davi d j3il,es 
, Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·16 Col bee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 26. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

25 January 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 43 

The daily average number of perslJns (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during Decembel' 1979 \~ith changes in the totals since Novemher 1979 
are: 

December 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Nov. 1979 

N.S. W. 3404 122 3526 - 110 

VIC. 1666 44 1710 2 

QLD 1533 42 1575 - 21 

S.A. 778 27 805 - 45 

IV.A. 1355 61 1416 47 

TAS. 287 6 293 + 6 

* N.T. 253 13 266 + 18 
** A.C:f. 52 3 55 + 1 

AUST. 9328 318 9646 - 200 

* 15 prisoners in this to1:a1 were serving sentepces in S.A. prisons and 
4 (including 1 female) in N.S.IV. prisons. 

** 46 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following impl':i sonment 
rates (1.. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Hates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3526 5114 68.9 

VIC. 1710 3877 44.1 

QLD 1575 2206 71.4 

S.A. 805 1297 62.1 

\V.A. 1416 1255 112.8 

TA5. 293 419 69.9 

N.T. 266 118 225.4 

A.C.T. 55 226 24.3 

AUSl'. 9646 14512 66.5 

* Estimated Population as llt 31 December 1979 (subject to reviflion) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small nwnbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average nwnber of p~isoners. Some of these 
figures-~ 57 In New South IVales, 6 in Queensland and 36 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 18 offenders in 
New South IValCs"On the Wod; Release II (Home Release) program and 131 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 December 1979 the actual (us opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these \~ho 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3547 441 12.4 8.6 

VIC. 1720 62 3.6 1.6 

QLD 1595 90 5.6 4.1 

S.A. 844 132 15.6 10.2 

W.A. 1410 79 5.6 6.3 

TAS. 295 19 6.4 4.5 

N.T. 274 46 16.8 39.0 

A.C.T. 52 6 11.5 2.7 

AUST. 9737 875 9,0 6.0 

COMl-IENTS 

1. The decrease in prison populations in December 1979 noted for all 
major Australian jurisdictions has reduced the national imprisonment rate to 
66.5, almost exactly the same figure as found in December 1978 but considerably 
higher than the 61. 6 found in December 1977. Decreased prison numbers have 
been found each December for the past four years and are thought to be due in 
part to eal'ly discharges being granted over the holiday period. 

2. A relatively constant phenomenon is the difference in imprisonment 
rates bet\~eon jurisclicti ons. 'fhe Northern 'ferri to~y rate is more than nine 
times the rate for the A. C. T. and, in the States, the Western Australian rate 
is nlOre than two-and-a··half times the Victorian rate. 

3. At 1 December 1979 there were proportionntely fewer prisoners on 
remand than in the prec(:ding months but there were still significant differences 
between jurisdicti()ns in both the percentages of remandees and the remandees 
per 100,000 of the relevant populat.ions. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Colbec Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 82 2yS FJ1i¥~M~~: ftHrcTCRIM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 44 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during January 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year arc: 

Januarl 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Dec. 1979 Jan. 1979 

N.S.IV. 3397 130 3527 + 1 - 295 

VIC. 1635 45 1680 - 30 + 178 

QLD 1523 43 1566 - 9 + 6 

S.A. .747 25 772 - 33 + 45 

W.A. 1367 67 1434 + 18 + 62 

TAS. 278 5 283 - 10 3 
* N.T. 24S 9 254 - 12 + 85 
** A.C.T. S9 2 61 + 6 + 26 

AUST. 9251 326 9577 - 69 + 104 

* 14 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. pri~ons and 
4 (including 1 female) in N.S.IV. prisons. 

** 53 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.IV. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3527 5114 69.0 

VIC, 1680 3877 43.3 

QLD 1566 2206 71.0 

S.A. 772 1297 59.5 

W.A. 1434 1255 114.3 

TAS. 283 419 67.5 

N.T. 254 118 215.3 

A.C.T. 61 226 27.0 

AUST. 9577 14512 66.0 

'#,. E!:.timated Populatlon as at 31 Dccenlbcr 1979 (subject to revision) 

( cont 'd over page) 
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2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release progra..'!ls 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 45 in New South Wales,S in Queensland and 35 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 21 offenders in 
New South Wa.1es on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 133 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 January 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these Vlho 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Po~ulation 

N.S.W. 3441 510 14.8 10.0 

VIC. 1667 156 9.4 4.0 

QLD 1547 95 6.1 4.3 

S.A. 765 119 15.6 9.2 

W.A. 1412 67 4.7 5.3 

TAS. 289 23 8.0 5.5 

N.T. 263 33 12.5 28.0 

A.C.T. 57 5 8.8 2.2 

AUST. 9441 1008 10.7 6.9 

COMMENTS 

1. Prison populations genera11y continued to fall in January 1980, 
with the most notable decreases being found in South Australia and Victoria. 
The overall imprisonmen t rate of 66.0 is not significantly different from 
the equivalent rate found for January 1979. 

2. Not\~ithstanding the overall decrease in the number of people in 
prison, the proportion who were on remand at 1 January 1980 increased from 
9.0 percent to 10.7 percent in one month. The number of rcmanclees per 100,000 
of the general population also increased from 6.0 to 6.9. This change is 
thought to be due to the closure of the higher courts for the holiday period. 
The increase in the number of remand prisoners is particularly noticeable in 
Victoria. 

3. 1m. addition to this issue of Australian Prison Trends, which 
will be continued in the future, is a column showing the changes in prison 
populations over a 12-month period as \~e 11 as changes from the previous month. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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10·18 Coillce Court. ['I '''po A.C.T. 2606 
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Telcpnone: 822111 Telucicapillc: AUSTCR 1M 

24 March 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 45 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during February 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

W.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

February 

Males Females Total 

3473 

1659 

1536 

794 

1396 

272 

246 

56 

9432 

136 

48 

53 

24 

71 

4 

9 

2 

347 

3609 

1707 

1589 

818 

1467 

276 

255* 

58** 

9779 

Changes since 
Jan. 1980 Feb. 1979 

+ 82 

+ 27 

+23 

+ 46 

+ 33 

+ 

7 

1 

3 

+ 202 

263 

+ 137 

1 

+ 52 

+ 3 

12 

+ 41 

+ 27 

16 

* 14 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
4 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisons. 

** 50 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total werd serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(Le. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3609 5114 70.6 

VIC. 1707 3877 44.0 

QLD 1589 2206 72.0 

S .A. 818 1297 63.1 

W.A. 1467 1255 116.9 

TAS. 276 419 65.9 

N.T. 255 118 216.1 

A.C.T. 58 226 25.7 

AUST. 9779 14512 67.4 

* Estimated Population as at 3[ Dec.ember 1979 (suhject to revIsion) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small. numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 62 in New South Wales, 6 in Queensland and 36 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 22 offenders i,n New 
South Wales on the Work Release II (Horne Release) program and 124 offenders in 
Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 February 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of thes,~ who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulatlon 

N.S.W. 3549 533 15.0 10.4 

VIC. 1696 168 9.9 4.3 

QLD 1560 110 7.1 5.0 

S.A. 794 111 14.0 8.6 

W.A. 1469 68 4.6 5.4 

TAS. 277 21 7.6 5.0 

N.T. 254 28 11.0 23.7 

A.C.T 54 6 11.1 2.7 

AUST. 9653 1045 10.8 7.2 

COMMENTS 

1. During the month of February 1980 there were significant increases in 
the prison populations of all major jurisdictions compared with the previous 
month. This is thought to be due in part to the commencement of the legal year. 
in February. Similar changes have been found in each of the past years. 

2. The total daily average number of prisoners in Australia for February 
1980 was very similar to the total found twelve months previously, but the most 
recent national imprisonment rate is marginally lower. 

3. Perhaps contradicting the suggestion made in (1) above, the proportion 
of prisoners on remand and the number of remandees per 100,000 of the general 
ppopulation on 1 February 1980 were both slightly higher than one month 
earlier. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant DIrector (Research) 
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Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
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Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

24 April 1980 

AUSTRALlfu~ PRISON TRENDS - NO. 46 

The daily average ntunber of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during i'larch 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

March 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Feb. 1980 Mar. 1979 -----

N.S.IV. 3508 131 3639 + 30 265 

VIC. 1707 49 1756 + 49 + 158 

QLD 1605 50 1655 + 66 + 21 

S.A. 764 18 782 36 + 9 

W.A. .'!.456 69 1525 + 58 + 56 

TAS. 258 5 263 13 28 
* N.T. 255 11 266 + 11 + 50 

A.C.T. 50 2 52 ** 6 + 17 

AUST. 9603 335 9938 + 159 + 18 

* 13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S. A. prisons and 
4 (including 1 female) in N.S.IV. prisons. 

** 45 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdi ction, the follO\~ing imprisonnlent J.'utes 
(Le. prisoners per 100,000 of t.he population) have been calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(a5 above) (:i.n thousands) 

N.S.I'l. 3639 5114 71.2 

VIC. 1756 3877 45.3 

QLD 1655 2206 75.0 

S~A. 782 1297 60.3 

W.A. 1525 1255 121.5 

TAS. 263 419 62.8 

N.T. 266 118 225.4 

A.C.T. 52 226 23.0 

AUST. 9938 14512 68.5 

* Estimated Population as at 31 December 1979 (subj cct to J'evi si on) 

(cont'd over pnge) 
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2. 

lVORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs are 
included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these figures are: 
72 in Ne\~ South Wales, 5 in Queensland and 37 in Western Australia. Excluded 
from the prisoner statistics were: 20 offenders in New South Wales on the Work 
Release II (Horne Release) program and 127 offenders in Victoria serving attendance 
centre orders. 

As at 1 ~Iarch 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of prisoners 
in custody in each jllrisuiction and the proportion of these who were on remand are 
shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remanuees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandecs of General Po~uJ.ation 

N.S.lV. 3637 564 15.5 11.0 

VIC. 1861 149 8.0 3.B 
QLD 1620 131 8.1 5.9 

S.A. 835 108 12.9 8.3 

lV.A. 1458 93 6.4 7.4 

TAS. 271 22 8.1 5.3 

N.T. 261 26 10.0 22.0 

A.C.T. 50 7 14.0 3.1 

AUST. 9993 1100 11.0 7.6 

CO~ll\lENTS ----
1. For the second month in succession there have been signific:ant 
increases in prison populations during March in all mnj or jurisdictions except 
South Australia. The national total> however>' is only marginally higher than 
that found in March 1979. The 12-month comparison 5hOl"5 a striking difference 
between the trends in New South Wales and Victoria. 

2. Very si~lificant differences in imprisonment rates and remand 
rates continue to be noted with no sign of these differences diminishing. 

3. In the near future the Institute is to publish quarterly correctional 
statisti.cs from a number of countries in the Asian and Pacific region.· The 
Australian nationa.l. data will l)(! included in this publication. Recipients of 
Australian Prison Trends \dJ:l also be supplied with copies of this new series. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assist,mt Director (Rosearch) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Colbee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 2B, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

.22 May 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 47 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during April 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

Anril 
Changes since 

Males Females Total Mar. 1980 AEr. 1979 

N.S.\~. 3427 134 3561 78 321 

VIC. 1730 46 1776 + 20 + 200 

QLD 1630 55 1685 + 30 + 38 

S.A. 819 22 841 + 59 + 68 

lV.A. 1496 60 1556 + 31 + 53 

TAS. 270 4 274 + 11 16 
* N.T. 236 10 246 - 20 + 15 
** A.C.T. 55 2 57 + 5 + 15 

AUST. 9663 333 9996 + 58 + 52 

* 13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
3 in N.S.lV. prisons. 

** 48 prisoners (including 2 females) in this totalwere serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the ,fol1O\~ing imprisonment rates 
(i. e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.lV. 3561 5131 69.4 

VIC. 1776 3887 45.7 

QLD 1685 2214 76.1 

S.A. 841 1300 64.7 

lV.A. 1556 1262 123.3 

TAS. 274 420 65.2 

N.T. 246 120 205.0 

A.C.T. 57 228 25.0 

AUST. 9996 14562 68.6 

* Estimates Population as at 31 March 1980 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENON'ICE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdict.ions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs are 
included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these figures al"e: 
60 in Nelv South Wales> 4 in Queens land and 33 in Western Australia. Excluded 
from the prisoner statistics were: 21 offenders in New South l~ales on the Work 
Release II (llolne Release) program and 141 offendol"s in Victoria serving 
attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 April 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of prisoners 
in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were on remand 
are shown in the table belolv: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.IV. 3544 503 14.2 9.8 

VIC. 1804 115 6.4 3.0 

QLD 1667 109 6.5 4.9 

S.A. 815 135 16.6 10.4 

W.A. 1511 75 5.0 5.9 

TAS. 271 20 7.4 4.8 

N.T. 255 42 16.5 35.0 

A.C.T. 54 7 13.0 3.1 

AUST. 9921 1006 10.1 6.9 

COMMENTS 

1. All jurisdictions except New South !Vales and the Northern Territory 
have recorded increases in prison populations in April 1980 compared with the 
previous month. Compal"ed with one year ago all totals are higher except for 
those of New South !Vales and Tasmania. 

2. The national imprisonment rate for April 1980 was only slightly 
higher than that of the previous month. This slight change is due in part 
to the fact that the genera I population estimates have been updated. 

3. 111e percentage of prisoners on remand and the remandees per 100,000 
of the population have both decreased in April compared with March, but for 
South Australia and the Northern Territory the numbers of remandees increased 
over this period. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip, A.C.T. 2606 
P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 
.27 June 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 48 

The daily averago number of persons (to the neal'est whole number) held in 
custody during May 1980 with changos in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

Mal 

Changes since 
Males Females Total Apr. 1980 Mal 1979 

N.S.I~. 3427 127 3554 - 7 - 300 

VIC. 1730 47 1777 + 1 + 170 

QLD 1639 51 1690 + 5 + 76 

S.A. 834 19 853 +,12 + 83 

IV.A. 1462 56 1518 - 38 + 33 

TAS. 273 6 279 + 5 29 
* N.T. 246 12 258 + 12 + 15 
** A.C.T. 56 1 57 No change + 11 

AUST. 9667 319 9986 - 10 + 59 

* 13 prisonel's in this total were sel'ving sentences in S. A. prisolls and 
:; in N.-S.W. prisons. 

** 46 prisoners (including 1 femal<a) in this total wel'e serving sentences 
in N.S.IV. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates 
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.IV. 3554 5131 69.3 

VIC. 1777 3887 45.7 

QLD 1690 2214 76.3 

S.A. 853 1300 65.6 

IV.A. 1518 1262 120.3 

TAS. 279 420 66.4 

N.T. 258 120 215.0 

A.C.1'. 57 228 25.0 

AUST. 9986 14562 68.6 

* Estimated Population as at 31 March 1980 (subj ect to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prj soners on I~ork release programs are 
included 'in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these figures are: 
64 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 29 in Western Australia. Excluded 
from the prisoner statistics were: 31 offenders in New South Wales on the Work 
Release II (Ilome Release) program and 144 offenders in Victoria serving 
attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 May 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of prisoners 
in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were on remalld 
are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.IV. 3548 518 14.6 10 . .1 

VIC. 1801 133 7.4 3.4 

QLD 1681 122 7.3 5.5 

S.A. 859 149 17.3 11.5 
W.A. 1548 111 7.2 B.8 
TAS. 282 20 7.1 4.8 

N.T. 252 45 17.9 37.5 

A.C.T. 54 10 18.5 4.4 

AUST. 10025 1108 11.1 7.6 

COMMENTS 

1. Australian prison populations in May 1980 have changed very 
little since the previous month, the only exception being a reduction in 
numbers in Western Australia. 

2. In nearly all jurisdictions there has been an increase ill the 
numbers of prisoners on remand with the overall proportion of remandees 
increasing from 10.1 percent to 11.1 percent in a month. Jurisdictions with 
high 'remanding rates' are the Northern Territory, South Australia and New 
South Wales. 

3. In a similar exercise to this collection of Australian prison 
statistics the Institute has recently initiated data collection on a quarterly 
basis from a number of countries in Asia and the Pacific. The first 
quarterly sununary of these data are soon to be published in the Institute's 
quarterly newsletter, Reporter. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
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Telephone: 82 2111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

29 July 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 49 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custod~ during June 1980 with changes in the totals over the past lI10nth and 
over t e past year are: 

June 
Changes Sll1ce 

Males Femal es Total May 1980 June 1979 

N.S.H. 3324 125 3449 - 105 - 390 

VIC. 1711 46 1757 - 20 + 124 

QLO 1634 52 1686 4 + 19 

S.A. 849 25 874 + 21 + 86 

W.A. 1404 59 1463 - 55 - 22 

TAS. 264 6 270 9 - 35 

N.T. 258 11 269* + 11 + 10 

A.C. T. 59 1 60** + 3 + 12 

AUST. 9503 325 9828 - 158 - 196 

* 13 pr1soners 111 th1S total were serv1ng sentences 1n S.A. prlsons and 
3 in N.S.~I. prisons. 

** 48 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Pri soners General Population * Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3449 5146 67.0 

VIC. 1757 3895 45.1 

QLO 1686 2223 75.8 

S.A. 874 1302 67.1 

W.A. 1463 1268 115.4 

TAS. 270 421 64.1 

N.T. 269 121 222.3 

A.C.T. 60 230 26.1 

AUST. 9828 14606 67.3 

* Est1mated Populat10n as at 30 June 1930 (subJect to revlslon) 

(cont'd over page) 
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2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 56 in NI:::I,/ South Hales, 5 in Queensland and 27 in 11estern 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 23 offenders in 
New South Wales on the ~Jork Release II (Home Release) program and 147 
offenders in Vi ctori a servi ng attendance cent re orders. 

As at 1 June 1980 the actual (as opposed to dai ly average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Pri soners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Pri soners on Remand of Remandees of General Poeulation 

N.S.H. 3412 468 13.7 9.1 

VIC. 1759 95 5.4 2.4 

QLD 1684 119 7.1 5c4 

S.A. 855 144 16.8 11.1 

W.A. 1507 70 4.6 5.5 

TAS. 270 24 8.9 5.7 

N.T. 267 43 16.1 35.5 

A.C.T. 62 14 22.6 6.1 

AUST. 9816 977 10.0 6.7 

COMMENTS 

1. In June 1980 there was a decrease in prison populations in most 
Australian jurisdictions, with New South Wales and Western Australia being 
most notable. Compared with one year earlier the total number of 
prisoners was down by nearly 200. 

2. The national imprisonment rate for June 1980 was 67.3 compared with 
69.5 in June 1979. The New South Wales rate has fallen to 67.0 from a 
high of 77.1 in March 1979. The Victorian rate however has increased to 
45.1 from a low of 39.1 in January 1979. The most dramatic change has 
occurred in the Northern Territory where the current rate of 222.3 may be 
compared with 139.6 in April 1978. 

3. The numbers of remand pri soners have tended to fall in l"eCent 
months, but significant differences between jurisdictions can still be seen 
in these numbers. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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Telephone: 822111 Telcgr.1Ph,c: AUSTCRIM 

27 August 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 50 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during July 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

July 
Changes since 

Males Females Total June 1980 Jull 1979 

N.S.W. 3312 123 3435 14 391 

VIC. 175,4 51 1805 + 48 + 124 

QLD 1622 54 1676 10 2 

S.A. 857 29 H86 + 12 + 77 

H.A. 1411 60 1471 + 8 23 

TASo 257 7 264 6 30 

N.T. 261 13 274* + 5 + 15 

A.C.T. 53 1 54** 6 + 3 

AUST. 9527 338 9865 + 37 227 

* 13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
2 in N.S.W. prisons. 

** 44 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.H. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3435 5146 66.8 

VIC. 1805 3895 [16.3 

QLD 1676 2223 75.4 

S.A. 886 1302 68.0 

W.A. 11171 1268 116.0 

TAS. 264 421 62.7 

N.T. 274 121 226.4 

A.C.T. 54 230 23.5 

AUST. 9865 14606 67.5 

-Estl.mated Population as at 30 June 1980 (suhJect to revIs ton) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoner~ on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prlsonen;. Some of these 
figures are: 53 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 30 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 24 offenders in New 
South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 152 offenders in 
Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 July 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of prisoners 
in custody in each jurisdiction are shown in the table below. The number of 
Federal prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at that date are also shown in 
this table. 

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.liT. 3414 120 497 14.6 9.7 

VIC. 1796 26 86 4.8 2.2 

QLD 1704 28 98 5.8 4.4 

S.A. 886 14 144 16.3 11.1 

W.A. 1432 42 82 5.7 6.5 

TAS. 264 5 19 7.2 4.5 

N.T. 276 15 41 14.9 33.9 

A.C.T. 53 12 22.6 5.2 

AUST. 9825 250 979 10.0 6.7 

COMMENS 

1. The total number of prisoners In custody in AUl'lt ralia in July 1980 was 
only slightly higher than In the previous month, but considerably lower than 
a year earlier. Victoria is the only jurisdictIon to record signiflcant 
increases in the month and in the year. 

2. A new feature of this edition of Australian Prison Trends is the 
inclusion of a number of Federal prisoners in the table above. These data 
have been supplied by Dr S. K. Mukherjee who is currently pursuing research 
in this area. It will be noted that Federal prisoners comprise just over 2.5 
percent of all prisoners. 

3. The second quarterly summary of Prison Statistics for Asia and the 
Pacific was recently published by the Institute. This contains prison, 
probation and parole data from the 12 countries in the region. Copies are 
available on request. 

Compiled by David Riles 
Assistant Director (Rel'learch) 
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25 September 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 51 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during August 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month and 
over the past year are: 

August 
ChangesSTfice ------

Males Females Total July 1980 Aug. 1979 

N.S.W. 3257 111 3368 - 67 - 373 

VIC. 1740 54 1794 - 11 + 66 

QLD 1591 46 1637 - 39 + ·12 

S.A. 841 25 866 - 20 + 42 

~J.A. 1419 65 1484 + 13 + 1 

TAS. 244 7 251 - 13 - 38 

N.T. 265 16 281* + 7 + 25 

A.C. T. 50 1 51** 3 + 4 

AUST. 9407 325 9732 - 133 - 261 

* 13 pri soners in th i 5 t ota 1 were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
3 inN. S. \·1. " 

** 46 pri soners 
JJr'isons. 
(i~cluding 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.H. pnsons. 

Using the above totals for each jut'isdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i. e. prj soners per 100, 000 of the popul at ion) ha ve been ca 1 cul ated: 

Prisoners General Population * Imprisonment Rates 
{as above) {in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3368 514q 65.4 

VIC. 1794 3895 46.1 

QLD 1637 2223 73.6 

S.A. 866 1302 66.5 

~J.A. 1484 1268 117.0 

TAS. 251 421 59.6 

N.T. 281 12J. 232.2 

, A.C.T. 51 230 22.2 

AUST. 9732 14606 66.6 
---------* Estimated Populaton as at 30 June 1980 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



· 2. 

~JORK RELEI\SE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DI\TA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 54 in llew South ~Jales, 3 in Queensland and 30 in Hestel'l1 
Aust ra 1 i a. Exc luded fl'om the pri soner stat i st i cs were: 19 offender's in 
Ne\'l South HalesOilffi\\ l'lork Releilse II (Homo Release) program and 148 
offenders in Victoria 3erving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 Au~ust 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily avera~e) numbers of 
pri soners 1 n custody in each juri sdi ct i on and the proport 1 on of these who 
were on remand are sho~m in the table belo~l: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Poeulation 

N.S.H. 3387 467 13.8 9.1 

VIC. 1813 70 3.9 1.8 

QLD 1638 108 6.6 4.9 

S.A. 883 146 16.5 11.2 

H.A. 1460 89 6.1 7.0 

TAS. 253 12 4.7 2.9 

N.T. 275 38 13.8 31.4 

A. C. To 50 6 12.0 2.6 

AUST. 9759 936 9.6 6.4 

COMNENTS 

1. The total number of prisoners in Australia fell dur'ing AU!1ust 
1980, \'lith decredses being recorded in all jurisdictions except Western 
Australia and the Northern Territory. The national illljll'isonlllcnt rate of 
66.6 fOl'I\Ugust 19BO compares \'lith 67.5 for the previous 1II0nth and 69.3 
for August 1979. 

2. Female prisoners comprised 3.3 percent of the total in August 
1980, This is slightly lower than the proportion found for 1II0st of 1979, 
but is considerably higher than tho equivalent figures found throughout 
1976 and 1977. The current percentage of fema 1 e' pr'j soners in each 
jurisdict'ion is: N.S.H. 3.3, VIC. 3.0, QLD 2.B, S.f\. 2.9, H.A. 4.4, TAS. 
2.8, N.T. 5.7, and A.C.T. 2.0. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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TelcphOlw: 822111 TeluH'ilplllc: AUSTCRIM 

30 October 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 52 

The daily average number of gersons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during Septell1ber 198 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

Se~tember 
Changes Slnce 

Males Femal es Total Aug. 1980 Se~t. 1979 

N.S.W. 3213 119 3332 - 36 - 342 

VIC. 1704 53 1757 - 37 + 22 

QLD 1597 41 1638 + 1 + 14 

S.A. 824 27 851 - 15 + 32 

W.A. 1380 64 1444 - 40 - 39 

TAS. 254 7 261 + 10 - 10 

N.T. 274 13 287* + 6 + 38 

A.C.T. 53 1 54** + 3 + 12 

,l\UST. 9299 325 9624 - 108 - 273 

* 13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
** 3 in N.S.W. prisons. . 

48 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

\oI.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

Pri soners 
(as above) 

3332 

1757 

1638 

851 

1444 

261 

287 

54 

9624 

. * General Populatlon Imprisonment Rates 
(in thousands) 

5157 64.6 

3901 45.0 

2237 73.2 

1304 65.3 

1274 113.3 

423 61.7 

121 237.2 

233 23.2 

14650 65.7 

* Estimated Populaton as at 30 September 1980 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



.2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 49 in New South Wales, 6 in Queensland and 26 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 16 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 146 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 Septe~ber 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jUrisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Pri soners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3311 477 14.4 9.2 

VIC. 1766 66 3.7 1.7 

QLD 1642 101 6.2 4.5 

S.A. 865 155 17.9 11.9 

W.A. 1484 104 7.0 8.2 

TAS. 253 16 6.3 3.8 

N.T. 286 32 11.2 26.4 

A.C.T. 53 5 9.4 2.1 

AUST. 9660 956 9.9 6.5 

COMMENTS 

1. The numbers of prisoners held in most of the larger jurisdictions 
fell during September resulting in an overall decrease of 108 prisoners 
in a month. Compared v/ith one year earlier there v/ere 273 fevler prisoners 
in the whole of Australia. The national imprisonment rate for September 
19130 was 65.7. 

2. Notwithstanding the overall decrease in the number of prisoners 
in September, there has been an increase in both the number and proportion 
of remand prisoners held on the first day of the month. The rates of 
remand in custody are. significantly above the national average in the 
fiorthern Territory, South Australia, New South Wales and Western J\ustralia. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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24 November 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 53 

The daily averaBe number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during ctober 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month and 
over the past year are: 

October 
Chan8es Slnce 

Males Females Total Se[!t. 198 Oct. 1979 

N.S.W. 3104 102 3206 - 126 - 476 

VIC. 1719 55 1774 + 17 + 65 

QLD 1618 39 1657 + 19 + 5~ 

S.A. 835 28 863 + 12 + 27 

W.A. 1359 62 1421 - 23 - 66 

TAS. 241 7 248 - 13 - 31 

N.T. 262 16 278* 9 + 4 

A.C.T. 53 53** 1 + 10 

AUST. 9191 309 9500 - 124 - 415 

* 9 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
** 2 in N.S.W. prisons. 

48 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction. the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

W.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

Prisoners 
(as above) 

3206 

1774 

1657 

863 

1421 

248 

278 

53 

9500 

* General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(;n thousands) 

5157 62~2 

3901 . 45.5 

2237 74.1 

1304 66.2 

1274 111.5 

423 58.6 

121 229.8 

233 22.7 

14650 64.8 

*Estimated Populaton as at 30 September 1980 (subject to revision) 

. (cont'd over page) 



2. . 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of priSOnel"S on work release pr09rams are 
included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these flgures 
are: 59 in New South Wales, 9 in Queensland and 24 in Western Australia. 
Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 17 offenders in New South I~ales on 
Thevlork Release II (Horne Release) program and 148 offenders in Victoria 
serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 October 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of prisoners 
in custody in each juri sdi ct i on and the proportion of these .\~ho vlere on remand 
are shown in the table below. The number of Federal prisoners in custody in each 
jurisdiction at that date are also,shown in this table. 

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Po~ulation 

N.S.W. 3366 117 519 15.4 10.1 

VIC. 1762 37 48 2.7 1.2 

QLD 1640 37 80 4.9 3.6 

S.A. 843 8 142 16.8 10.9 

W.A. 1425 52 106 7.4 8.3 

TJ\S. 253 5 17 6.7 4.0 

N.T. 276 13 32 11.6 26.4 

A.C.T. 53 3 9 17.0 3.9 

AUST. 9618 272 953 9.9 6.5 

COMI~ENTS 

1. The most noticeable aspect of the prison statistics for October 1980 is 
the decrease recorded for New South Wales. Some of this decrease may have 
resulted from a High Court decision affecting parole in that State. The decrease 
in total Australian numbers during the month, which reduced the national 
imprisonment rate from 65.7 to 64.8, is totally the result of the New South Wales 
situation. 

2. For the second time, this issue of Australian Prison Trends includes 
details of Federal prisoners held in each jurlsdlctlon as at 1 October 1980. 
Federal prisoners can be seen to comprise 2.8 percent of the national total. 

3. The third quarterly summary of Prison Statistics for Asia and the Pacific 
was recently published by the Institute. IhlS lllcludes data from II countnes. 
Copies are available on request. 

Compiled by David Biies 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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23 Decelllber 1980 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 54 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during flovember 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month 
over the past year are: 

November 
Changes Slnce 

Males Femal es Total Oct. 1980 Nov. 1979 

N.S.W. 3159 109 3268 + 62 - 368 

VIC. 174t 56 1797 + 23 + 85 

QLD 1634 36 1670 + 13 + 74 

S.I\. 826 28 854 - 9 + 4 

W.A. 1365 60 1425 + 4 - 38 

TI\S. 240 6 246 - 2 - 41 

N.T. 256 17 273* - 5 + 25 

A.C.T. 54 54** + 1 No change 

I\UST. 9275 312 9587 + 87 - 259 

* 9 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and 
** 2 in N.S.W. prisons. 

50 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in fl.S.W. prisons. 
10 N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonlllent 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Pri soners General Population * Impri sonl1lent Rates 
(as above) (in thousands} 

N.S.W. 3268 5157 63.4 

VIC. 1797 3901 46.1 

QLD 1670 2237 74.7 

S.A. 854 1304 65.5 

W.I\. 1425 1274 111.9 

TI\S. 246 423 58.2 

N.T. 273 121 225.6 

A.C.T. 54 233 23.2 

AUST. 9587 14650 65.4 

* Estimated Populaton as at 30 September 1980 (subject to revision) 

(cont1d over page) 
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2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA , 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on \~ork release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. S0ll10 of these 
figures are: 57 in New South Wales, 8 in Queensland and 24 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 17 offenders in 
New South ~Ja"esWme Work Release II (Home Release) program and 147 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 November 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Pri soners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General PORulation 

N.S.W. 3}41 408 13.0 7.9 

VIC. 1793 51 2.8 1.3 

QLD 1660 81 4.9 3.6 

S.A. 858 148 17.2 11.3 

W.A. 1445 100 6.9 7.8 

TAS. 251 15 6.0 3.5 

N.T. 269 24 8.9 19.8 

A.C.T. 54 3 5.6 1.3 

AUST. 9471 830 8.8 5.7 

COMMENTS 

1. There was a noticeable increase in the total number of prisoners 
in Austr~lia in November 1980. This was largely due to an increase in New 
South Wales which followed a striking decrease in the previous month. 

2. Victorian prison populations have continued to increase slowly 
and the imprisonment rate in that State is now 46.1 compared with under 
40 two years ago. The current Victorian rate is nevertheless lower than 
the rate of any other I\ustralian State. This increase is less striking 
than that of the Northern Territory where the current rate of 225.6 is to 
be compared with rates in the range 140 to 170 found during 1978. 

3. The November figures show an overall decrease in the numbers of 
prisoners on remand and this has largely occurred in New South Wales. 
The national percentage of remandees at 8.8 is the lowest yet recorded in 
this series. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUS'l'MLIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 55 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during December 19813 with 
and over the past year are: 

changes in the totals over the past month 

December 
Changes Slnce 

Males Females Totnl Nov. 19813 Dec. 1979 

N.S.W. 3138 III 3249 - 19 - 277 

VIC. 17135- 513 1755 - 42 of- 45 

QT.D 1650 37 1687 + 17 + 112 

S.A. 8013 24 824 - 30 + 19 

W.A. 1386 '63 1449 + 24 + 33 

'1'1\8. 228 7 235 -11 58 

N.T. 274 14 288* + 15 + 22 

A.C.T. 55 55** + 1 No change 

l\IJST. 9236 306 9542 - 45 - 1134 

* 9 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. priso~s nnd 
** 2 in N.S.W. prisons. 

49 prisoners in tilis total were serving sentences in N.S.W. pr.isons. 

Using the nbovc total::; [or,' eaC!h jurisdiction, the f:ollo~lin9 imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 11313 ,000 of tile populution) huve been c.:ulculatcd: 

General Population * Imprisonment Prisoners Hates 
(,15 above) . (in thou:1andr.;) 

N.S.W. 324.9 5181 62.7 

VIC. 1755 39135 44.9 

QLD 1687 2273 74.2 

S.A. 824 13132 63.3 

W.A. 1449 1277 113.5 
I ' . 

TAS. 235 ,426 55.2 

N.T. 288 124 232.3 

A.C.T. 55 228 24.1 

l\IJST. 9542 14716 64.8 

""EsfiiiiaEea--populaton as al:TIDCc&"I~c)lJrr (sul5j(iCt Tc>WviSion) 
(cont'd over page) 



2. 

hURl< RELEASE AND ATl'ENDlINCE 'CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures ore: 59 in Nc'..., South \vales, 7 in Queensland and 24 in western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner stati~tics were: 12 offcnders in 
New South Wales on-tne Work Release II (Home Releace) program and 154 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 December 1980 the actual (as oBPOsed to daily average) nwnbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdictlon and the proportion of ti1ese who 
were on remand are shO'im in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Rcmandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3290 456 13.9 8.8 

VIC. 17fJ7 112 6.3 2.9 

QW 1679 79 4.7 3.5 

S.A. 841 132 15.7 10.1 

W.A. 1420 109 7.7 8.5 

TAB. 238 18 7.6 4.2 

N.T. 284 29 10.2 23.4 

A.C.T. 54 5 9.3 2.2 

AUST. 9593 940 9.8 6.4 

CCMMEN'I'S 

1. 'l'he daily average number of prisoners held throughout Australia 
in Deccmber 1980 was slightly lower than during the previous month, \~ith 
the most noticeable decreose occurring in Victoria. COlT1J?ared with b'lelve 

. months earlier, there were more ti10n 100 fewer prisoners In the country. 

2. In contrast with the overall picture there \Vas ,111 incrcDse in 
the nlm.'ler of remand prisoners held at the bcginnin;J of December compi'lred 
with a month earlier. The statistics still shOl'l wl.de differences between 
jurisdictions in the extent to which remand in custody is used. 

3. A revised version of the Ql10rterly SUJl1ll1iJry No. 3 of Prison 
Statistics for l\sia Dnd the' Pacific has recently been publiDhed by the 
Institute.' This contains correctional datil from 14 nations in the region. 
Copies are available on request. 

Compiled by David Biles 
, " Assistant Director (Research) 
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20 February 1981 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 56 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during January 1981 Vlith changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: . 

January _ 
Cfill!1ges Slnce 

Mal es Femal£~, Total Dec. 19130 Jnn. 1980 

N.S.H. 3134 112 3246 3 - 281' 

VIC. 1668 46 1714 - 41 + 3'1 

QLD 1658 41 1699 + 12 + 133 

S.A. 776 23 799 - 25 + 27 

W.A. 1319 57 1376 - 73 - 58 

TAS. 222 5 227 8 - 56 

N.T. 273 18 29l* + 3 + 37 

A.C.T. 49 49** 6 12 

I\UST. 9099 302 9401 - 141 - 176 

* ** 9 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.I\. prisons. 
43 prisoners in this total Vlere serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3246 5181 62.7 

VIC. 1714 3905 43.9 

QLD 1699 2273 74.7 

S.A. 799 1302 61.4 

W.A. 1376 1277 107.8 

TAS. 227 426 53.3 

N.T. 291 124 234.7 

A.C.T. 49 228 21.5 

AUST. 9401 14716 63.9 

* Estlmated Populaton as at 31 December 1980 (subJect to rcvlslon) 

(cont'd over page) 
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2. 

WORK RELEASE I\ND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on Vlork release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Son~ of these 
figures are: 51 in Ne\1 South Hales, 4 in Queensland and 19 in viestern 
I\ustralia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 17 offenders in 
NeVI South Hales on fTle 1·lork Release I I (Home Release) progralll and 146 
offender5 in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 January 1981 the actual (as opposed to dai ly average) numbers of 
prisoners 'in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at t;\at date are also sholm in 
this table. 

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remalidees per 100,00l 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Po ulatio! ---- ------------

N.S.W. 3221 129' 441 13.7 8.5 

VIC. 1715 43 111 6.5 2.8 

QLD 1652 34 89 5.4 3.9 

S.I\. 783 12 106 13.5 8.1 

\~. A. 13913 48 90 6.4 7.0 

TAS. 229 2 7 3.1 1.6 

N.T. 264 15 28 10.6 22.6 

A.C.T. 50 7 14.0 3.1 

AUST. 9312 283 879 9.4 6.0 
-- - -- ------- -- ---- ------- --- -------- - - ------ -----

COHt4ENTS 

L There Vias a striking decrease in the numbers of prisoners held in January 
1981 compared with the previous month. The most noticeable fulls occurred in 
Western Australia, Victoria and South Austral.ia.. This has resulted in a nationa 
imprisonment rate of 63.9 for January 1981, the lowest rate found since February 
1978. 

2. The n';;nhers of unconvicted prisoners on reliland at 1 Januill'y 19H1 were also 
lower tha', found one lIIonth earl i e r, v;, th correspondi ng rip-creases be'j ng recorded 
in both the percentilge of pri soners 0'1 remand and the nUlilber of relllandees per 
100,000 of the population. 

3. In this issue of Austral ian Prison Trend!:. :';,e numbers of Federal prisoners 
in each State and TerrTfory at 1 January 1981 are shown in the table above. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINC)LOGY 

Dlrectol: W,lllalll Clifford 10·18 Colbee Court, PhillIp. A.CT. 2606 
P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

30 March 1981 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 57 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during February 1981 with changes in the totals OVer the past month 
and OVer the past year are: 

Februar~ 
Changes Slnce 

Males Females Total Jan. 1981 Feb. 1980 

N.S.W. 3198 110 3308 + 62 - 301 

VIC. 1711 52 1763 + 49 + 56 

. QLD 1690 37 1727 + 28 + 138 

S.A. 813 23 836 + 37 + 18 

W.A. 1398 66 1464 + 88 3 

TAS. 234 4 238 + 11 - 38 

N. To 280 14 294* + 3 + 39 

A.C.T. 47 47** 2 - 11 

AUST. 9371 306 9677 + 276 - 102 

* . in this total serv1ng sentences in S.A. prisons. ** 9 pnsoners were 
41 pri soners in this total were servlng sentences in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners 
(as above) 

* General Population Imprisonment Rates 
. (i n thousands} 

N.S.W. 3308 5181 63.8 

VIC. 1763 3905 45.1 

QLD 1727 2273 76.0 

S.A. 836 1302 64.2 

W.A. 1464 1277 114.6 

TAS. 238 426 55.9 

N.T. 294 124 237.1 

A.C.T. 47 228 20.6 

AUST. 9677 14716 65.8 

* Estimated Populaton as at 31 December 1980 (subject to revlslon) 
(cont'd over page) 



· 2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE Dt'-
In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 60 in New South Wales, 6 in Queensland and 20 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 17 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 149 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 February 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each juri sdi ct i on and the proport i on of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Pri spners on Remand of Remandees of General Po~ulation 

N.S.W. 3295 507 15.4 9.8 

VIC. 1723 117 6.8 3.0 

QLD 1707 112 6.6 4.9 

S.A. 835 123 14.7 9.4 . 

W.A. 1409 94 6.7 7.4 

TAS. 234 15 6.4 3.5 

N.T. 307 27 8.8 21.8 

A. C. T. 44 5 1,1.4 2.2 

AUST. 9554 1000 10.5 6.8 

COMMENTS 

1. Prison populations in virtually all Australian jurisdictions increased 
markedly in February 1981 compared with the previous month. This increase 
is probably due to the resumption of normal court sittings after the 
summer vacati on. 

2. Notwithstanding this increase the February 1981 figures are generally 
lower than they were one year earlier, with New South Wales recording the 
most significant decrease. By contrast, the Queensland prison figures 
have increased considerably in the 12-month period. 

3. The Institute has recently publish~d the fourth quarterly summary 
of prison statistics for Asia and the Pacific. This contains data from 
13 countries as at 1 January 1981. Copies are available on request. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLQGY . 

Director: WlIllam Clifford 10·1 B Coillee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
PO. Box 2B, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: B? 2111 Teleqraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

29 April 1981 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 58 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during March 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

March 
Changes since 

Males . Females Total Feb. 1981 Mar. 1980 

N.S.W. 3238 123 3361 + 53 - 278 

VIC. 1760 58 1818 + 55 + 62 

QLD 1701 39 1740 + 13 ... 85 

S.A. 819 23 842 + 6 + 60 

W.A. 1386 58 1444 20 81 

TAS. 247 4 251 + 13 12 

N.T. 292 12 304* + 10 + 38 

A.C.T. 46 46** 1 6 

AUST. 9489 317 9806 + 129 - 132 

--------------------------
* ** 8 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 

40 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using th( above to~als for each jurisdiction, the follOWing imprisonment 
rates (Le. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

W.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

Prisoners 
(as above) 

3361 

1818 

1740 

842 

1444 

251 

'304 

- * General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(in thousands) 

5201 64.6 

3914 46.4 

2285 76.1 

1304 64.6 

1283 112.5 

427 58.8 

125 243.2 

~A~.~C~.T~. _____________ 46 ____________ ...:;2=3.=.0 ____ ~-_=_20~.:...::0~ ____ _ 

AUST. 9806 14769 66.4 

* Estimated Populaton-as-af-1r-March--r~~1 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 63 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 50 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 14 offenders in 
New ~outh Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 153 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 March 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3385 529 15.6 10.2 

VIC. 1845 14fl 8.0 3.8 

QLD 1756 99 5.6 4.3 

S.A. 854 123 14.4 9.4 

W.A. 1416 123 8.7 9.6 

TAS. 240 15 6.3 3.5 

N.T. 304 27 8.9 21.6 

A.C.T. 40 4 10.0 1.7 

AUST. 9840 1068 10.9 7.2 

COMMENTS 

1. For the third month in succession there has been a marked 
increase in the number of prisoners in Australia. Increased prison 
populations are noted for all of the larger jurisdictions except Western 
Australia. Despite this trend the total number of prisoners is considerably 
lower than one year earlier, especially in New South Wales. 

2. . The statistics for 1 March 1981 show !:hat on that date over 10 
percent of all prisoners were being held on remand, with the proportions 
in New South Wales and South Australia being considerably higher at 
approximately 15 percent. 

3. In the issue of Australian Prison Trends No. 57 published on 30 
March 1981 the daily average number of prisoners heroin the Northern Territory 
for February was shown as 294. That figure was incorrect as the nine Northern 
Territory prisoners serving their ~entences in South Australian prisons . 
during that month should have been ad!ied. The correct figure therefore 
was 303. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUll OF (~RIi\'1IN()1 ()Cy 

P""LIOI W,III,IIl! CIlUolt1 10 1B C"IIII'" CIIIIII, 1'11111,1'. 1\ c: I /Ii()(i 
I'll, Box /H, W"tI"1l f\. c: 1 '/(iOll 

Tuluphol1e: 822111 Tell''1I.lploll: I\USTCfliM 

29 May 1981 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 59 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during April 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

April 
Changes sInce 

Males Females Total Mar. 1981 Apr. 1980 

N.S.W. 3272 130 3402 + 41 - 159 

VIC. 1791 56 1847 + 29 + 71 

QLD 1703 38 1741 + 1 + 56 

S.A. 823 29 852 + 10 + n 

W.A. 1405 69 1474 + 30 82 

TAS. 256 3 259 + 8 15 

N.T. 291 12 303* 1 + 57 

A.C.T. 51 51** + 5 6 

AUST. 9592 337 9929 + 123 67 

* ** 6 
prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 

42 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

General Population * Prisoners Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3402 5201 65.4 

VIC. 1847 3914 47.2 

QLD 1741 2285 76.2 

S.A. 852 1304 65.3 

W.A. 1474 1283 114.9 

TAS. 259 427 60.7 

N.T. 303 125 242.4 

A.C.T. 51 230 22.2 

AUST. 9929 14769 67.2 

* Estimated Populaton as at 31 March 1981 (subJect to reviSlon) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RE.LEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 67 in New South Hales, 3 in Queensland and 22 in Hestern 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 16 offenders in 
New South Hales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 148 
offenders in Vi~toria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 April 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal 
prisoners in custody in each ju~isdiction at that date are also shown in 
this table. 

Total 
prisoners 

N.S.W. 3379 

VIC. 1831 

QLD 1755 

S.A. 857 

W.A. 1472 

TAS. 256 

N.T. 307 

A.C.T. 51 

AUST. 9908 

Federal Prisoners Percentage 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees 

121 521 15.4 

40 144 7.9 

33 108 6.2 

14 128 14.9 

36 125 8.5 

2 8 3.1 

15 31 10.1 

3 9 17.6 

264 1074 10.8 

Compiled by Marjorie Johnson 
on behalf of David Biles 

Remandees per 100,000 
of ~eneralyoPll~ation 

10.0 

3.7 

4.7 

9.8 

9.7 

1.9 

24.8 

3.9 

7.3 

Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director; William Clifford 10·18 Colbee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone; 822111 Telegraphic; AUSTCR 1M 

6 July 1981 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 60 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held ill-
custody durin.g May 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

May 
Changes since 

Males Females Total Apr. 1981 May 1980 

N.S.W. 3370 131 3501 + 99 53 

VIC. 1794 55 1849 + 2 + 72 

QLD 1693 43 1736 5 + 46 

S.A. 865 29 894 + 42 + 41 

W.A. 1376 61 1437 37 81 

TAS. 251 3 254 5 25 

N.T. 298 11 .309* + 6 + 51 

A.C.T. 54 54** + 3 3 

AUST. 9701 333 10034 + 105 + 48 

* 
** 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 

43 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3501 5201 67.3 

VIC. 1849 3914 47.2 

QLD 1736 2285 76.0 

S.A. 894 1304 68.6 

W.A. 1437 1283 112.0 

TAS. 254 427 59.5 

N.T. 309 125 247.2 

A.C.T. 54 230 23.5 

AUST. 10034 14769 67.9 

'" Estimated Populaton as at 31 March 1981 (subJect to revision) 

(cont: dover page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 63 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 26 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 19 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 153 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 May 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
of General Populat'ion 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

W.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

Prisoners on Remand of Remandees 

3427 

1861 

1751 

869 

1467 

259 

304 

50 

9988 

518 15.1 

153 8.2 

118 6.7 

125 14.4 

122 8.3 

12 4.6 

32 10.5 

10 20.0 

1090 10.9 

Compiled by Marjorie Johnson 
on behalf of David Biles 

Assistant Director (Research) 

10.0 

3.9 

5.2 

9.6 

9.5 

2.8 

25.6 

4.3 

7.4 



AUSTRALIAN .INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

Dlfector: W!lI,a'l1 ClIfford 10·18 Colbee Court, Phdl,p. A.C.T. 2606 
P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 82211) Telegraphic. AUSTCRIM 

30 July 1981 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 61 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during June 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

June 
Changes since 

Males Females Total May 1981 June 1980 

N.S.W. 3332 133 3465 36 + 16 

VIC. 1784 59 1843 6 + 86 

QLD 1681 42 1723 13 + 37 

S.A. 827 28 855 39 19 

W.A. 1333 63 1396 41 67 

TAS. 247 4 251 3 19 

N.T. 282 13 295* 14 + 26 

A.C.T. 51 1 52** 2 8 

AUST. 9537 343 9880 '- 154 + 52 

* ** 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S .A. prisons. 
45 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners * General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 3465 5218 66.4 

VIC. 1843 3925 47.0 

QLD 1723 2298 75.0 

S.A. 855 1305 65.5 

W.A. 1396 1288 108.4 

TAS. 251 428 58.6 

N.T. 295 128 • 230.5 

A.C.T. 52 231 , 22.5 

AUST. 9880 14821 66.7 

* Estimated Populaton as at 30 June 1981 (subject to 'revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK ltELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 56 in New South Wales, 4 ion Queensland and 27 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 20 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 157 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 June 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the 
were on 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

W.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees 

3477 

1851 

1727 

902 

1427 

257 

302 

53 

9996 

548 15.8 

127 6.9 

129 7.5 

126 14.0 

132 9.3 

2J 8.2 

37 12.3 

9 17.0 

1129 11.3 

Compiled by Marjorie Johnson 
on behalf of David Biles 

average) numbers of 
proportion of these who 

Remandees per 100,000 
of General Population 

10.5 

3.2 

5.6 

9.7 

1002 

4.9 

28.9 

3.9 

7.6 

Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: Will,JIll Cldforrl 10-18 Col bee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

:r~lcpholle: 82 2111 Telcqrapillc' AUSTeR 1M. 

4 September 1981 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 62 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during July 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over t~e past year are: 

July 

Males Females 

N.S.W. 3390 126 

VIC. 1758 55 

QLD 1649 411 

S.A. 789 27 

W.A. 1314 61 

TAS. 260 3 

N.T. 271 12 

A.C.T. 48 

AUST. 9479 328 

* 

Total 

3516 

1813 

1693 

816 

1375 

263 

283* 

48** 
---------

9807 

Changes sfnce-----
June 1981 July 1980 

+ 51 

30 

30 

39 

21 

+ 12 

12 

4 

73 

+ 81 

+ 8 

+ 17 

+ 

70 

96 

1 

9 

6 

58 

----------------------
** 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 

41 prisoners in this total ,.,ere serving sentences in N .S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

Prisoners General Population * Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) ---------

N.S.W. 3516 5218 67.4 

VIC. 1813 3925 46.2 

QLD 1693 2298 73.7 

S.A. 816 1305 62.5 

W.A. 1375 1288 106.8 

TAS. 263 428 61.4 

N.T. 283 128 221.1 

A.C.T. 48 231 20.8 

AUST. 9807 14821 66.2 

* Est1mated Populaton as at 3trJune 1931 (subject to revision) 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average numb(~r of prisoners. Some of these 
figuresare: 55 in New South Wales, 4 i\1 Queensland and 26 in Western 
Australia. Exclueled from the prisoner statistics were: 17 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release 11 (Home Release) program and 181 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 July 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of ~lese who 
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal 
prisoners ':n custody in each jurisdiction at that elate are also shown in 
this table. 

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remanelecs per 100, 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Rernandees of Ge n<:,,~~_~_~O_p_l.!} a t -----

N.S.W. 3529 

VIC. 1843 

QLD 1709 

S.A. 801 

W.A. 13/~8 

TAS. 259 

N.T. 295 

A.C.T. 47 

AUST. 9831 

123 545 15.4 

41 110 6.0 

33 116 6.8 

15 109 13.6 

44 122 9.1 

1 22 8.5 

14 42 14.2 

7 1/1.9 
-~---.---

271 1073 10.9 

Compiled by Marjorie Johnson 
on behalf of David Biles 

10.4 

2.8 

5.0 

8.4 

9.5 

5.1 

32.8 

3.0 

7.2 

--------"'f------

Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
10·18 Colbee Court, Phillip. A.CT. 2606 

P.O. Box 28, Wodpn. A.CT 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telu!)raphlc AUSTCR 1M 

23 September 19B1 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 63 

The claily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during August 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

Changes since 
Males Females Total July 1981 Aug. 1980 

N.S.H. 3339 140 3479 37 + 111 

VIC. 169.7 55 1752 61 42 

QLD 1627 43 1670 23 + 33 

S .A. 785 31 816 No c1lange 50 

W.A. 1306 54 1360 15 - 124 

TAS. 267 5 272 + 9 + 21 

N.T. 254 13 267* 16 14 

A.C.T. 47 4i"* 1 II 

AUS'f. 9322 - 1M 69 

* ** 5 prisoners in this total I;mre serving sentences in S .A. prisolHl. 
40 prisoners in this total "f'l~ serving sentences in N.S.H. prisons. 

USfng the above. totals for each jurisdiction, the follo\'linB imprisonment 
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

* Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates 
(as above) (in thousands) 

N. S.W. 3479 5218 66.7 .. 
VIC. 1752 3925 44.6 

QLD 1670 2298 72.7 

S.A. 816 1305 62.5 

W.A. 1360 1288 105.6 

TAS. 272 428 63.6 

N.T. 267 128 208.6 

A.C.T. 47 231 20.3 

AUST. 9663 14821 65.2 

* Estimated Populaton as nt 30 June 1981 (subject to revision) 

(rnnt'cl over uage) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In mnny jllr:i.sd:lcLions small numhers of. prisoneru on work release progr11ms 
arc :l.ncluc1C'.d :l.n the duily average number of pri.noners. SOllie of Lhese 
figures arc: l,9 in New South WnJen, 3 in Qucel1B]nnd and 2l, 1n WCHtern 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner stlltisti.cs were: II, offenders in 
New South Wales on the Hork Release II (Home Release) progeam and 195 
offenders in Victoria serving attendanr centre orders. 

As at 1 August 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3494 528 15.1 10.1 

VIC. 1769 129 7.3 3.3 

QLD 167 ~ 109 6.5 4.7 

S.A. 828 122 1".7 9.3 

W.A. 1364 95 7.0 7. /, 

TAS. 270 20 7.4 4.7 

N.T. 271 39 14./, 30.5 

A.C.T. 48 8 16.7 3.5 

AUST. 9715 1050 10.8 7.1 

cm-n-lENTS 

1. The total number of prisoners in Australia is continuing to decline 
after reaching a peak of 10,03l , in Hay 1981. In the past three months 
numbers have fallen in all jurisdictions, most markedly in Victoria, Hestern 
Australia and South Australia. Notwithstandtng this trend, in the past 
month numbers have increased in New SouLh Wales, Quec.'nsland and Tasmania. 

2. An interesting trend is noted in relation to f~mnle prisoners. 
The current 341 female prisoners constitute 3.5 percent of the totll1-
In the early years of this collection, 1976 and 1977, thin proportion remained 
between 2.5 :'1I1d 3.0 percent. Since February 1978, however, it has always 
been higher than 3.0 percent and has shown a further tendency towards increase 
in recent months. 

3. In the writer's absence on study leave from Hay to September 1981 
this statistical collection was compiled by Hrs Marjorie Johnson. Her 
efforts in this regard are warmly acknowledged. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINC)LOGY 
Director: William ClIfford 10·18 CollJcv Court. Phlillp. AC.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 TclccJraphlc: AUSTCRIM 

26 October 1981 

AustRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 64 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody dudng September 1981 \olith changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

September 
Changes Sl.l1ce 

Males Females ~ Aug. 1981 Sept. 1980 

N.S.W. 3328 141 3469 10 + 137 

VIC. 169/. 57 1751 1 6 

QLD 1653 47 1700 + 30 + 62 

B.A" 789 22 811 5 40 

W.A. 1295 52 1347 13 97 

'rAS. 260 5 265 7 + 4 

N.T. 251 12 263* 4 2'. 

A.C.T. 45 1 46** 1 8 

AUS1'. 9315 337 9652 11 + 28 

* this total were S.A. prisons. ** 5 pr.tsoners in serving sentences in 
1.0 pr.isoners in this total were serving sentenc"~s in N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (Le. prisoner.s per 100,000 of the popula tion) have been calculated: 

Prisoners General Population 
(as above) (in thousands) 

* Imprisonment Rates 

N.S.TtI. 3469 5238 66.2 

VIC. 1751 3938 44.5 

QLD 1700 2315 73.1. 

S.A. 811 1307 62.1 

v1.A. 1347 1294 104.1 

TAS. 265 428 61.9 

N.T. 263 130 202.3 

A.C.T. 46 234 19.7 

AUST, 9652 14885** 61; .3 

r:-1~still1£fi1cr-rc;pulnEon a6 at j(J 5cptcmner.-T91rr($liDJC'ct to tc-;iT.<;T~­
** The d:l.!lcTepnncy between this t(,tal ~nd the Sllm o[ till! c()l\lponcntn is 

due to the rounding of the C(lmponcilts to che J1cal.'es t 1000. 

(cont'd ovel: p:tp;P.) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Sllme of these 
fj.gures are: 55 in New South Wales, 3 in Oueensland and 26 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics l<lere: 12 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release 11 (Home Release) progrRm and 193 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 September 1981 th·a actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of. 
prisoner.s in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who ~lere 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Relllandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population. 

N.S.W. 3471 529 15.2 10.1 

VIC. 1741 120 6.9 3.0 

QLD 1663 118 7.1 5.1 

S.A. 802 120 15.0 9.2 

W.A. 1332 95 7.1 7.3 

I'AS. 265 17 6.4 4.0 

N.T. 259 32 12.4 2/f .6 

A.C.T. 45 6 13.3 2.6 

AUST. 9578 1037 10.8 7.0 

COH~1ENTS 

1. The total number of priDoners in Australia changed very little from 
August to September 1981. A small increase in Queensl:md waS more than 
compensated for by decreases in all other jurisdictions. The drop in the 
national imprisonment rate from 65.2 to 64.8 over this perj.od is explained 
mainly by the use of revised fort'Tard es timates of popul at.ion. 

2. Differences in the use of ilnFrisonment in the different l\usr:ra1.tan 
jurisdictions arc Dtill very great. but there has been a sl~ gilt tentienr.y 
over recent months for the imprisonment rates to move closer togE\th(;!r. 

3. The 6th Quarterly SUlnmary of Prison Statistics £(Ir Asia [·.nd t.he 
Pac.Hic has jU!':ll been published by the Institute. This in(:ludas data from 14 
countries in the region. Copies of the sUr.1mary are available Oll request. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY . 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Colbee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

9 December 1981 
• Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 65 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whol:e number) held in 
custody during October 19.81 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

w.A. 
TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

Mall:'s 

3319 

1670 

1671 

802 

1298 

271 

284 

47 

9362 

October 

r:emales 

144 

61 

45 

23 

55 

6 

15 

1 

350 

Total 

3463 

1731 

1716 

825 

1353 

277 

299* 

48** 

9712 

Changes s~nce 
Sept. 1981 Oct. 1980 

6 

20 

+ 16 

+ 14 

+ 6 

+ 12 

+ 36 

+ 2 

+ 60 

+ 257 

43 

+ 59 

38 

68 

+ 29 

+ 21 

5 

+ 212 

* ** 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
41 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences in 
N.S.W. prisons. 

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment 
rates (Le. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated: 

General Population Prisoners 
(as above) (in thousands) 

* Imprisonment Rates 

N.S.W. 3463 5238 66.1 

VIC. 1731 3938 44.0 

QLD 1716 2315 74.1 

S.A. 825 1307 63.1 

W.A. 1353 1294 104.6 

TAS. 277 428 64.7 

N.T. 299 130 230.0 

A.C.T. 48 234 20.5 

AUST. 9712 14885** 65.2 

* ** 
Estim~ted Populaton as at 30 September 1981 (subject to revision). 
The discrepancvd1;letweefn thifl total :;Iod the

i 
sum of the15Qmponents is due to tile roull J.ng 0 toe components to t le neares t: uu. 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

wor~ RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdict:l.ons small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
ar~ included in the duily average number of prisoners. Some of theBe 
figurc~ 53 in New South Hales, 3 in Queensland and 26 in We~ltern 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner. statistics were: 13 offenders in 
New South Hales--on-tne Vlork Release II (Home Release) program and 210 
offenrlers in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 October 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at that date are also shown in 
this table. . 

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees pe~ 100,000 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of Gp.neral Population 

N.S.W. 3475 132 546 15.7 10.4 

VIC. 1744 40 108 6.2 2.7 

QLD 1693 33 118 7.0 5.1 

S.A. 812 13 129 15.9 9.~ 

W.A. 1362 37 100 7.3 7.7 

'I'AS. 278 2 17 6.1 4.0 

N.T. 284 17 44 15.5 33.8 

A.C.T. 46 6 13.0 2.6 

AUST. 9694 274 1068 11.0 7.2 

COMNENTS 

1. All jurisdictions except Victoria and New South Hales reported increases in 
prison populations during October 1981. Over the preceding twe:.ve months the most 
notieeable increase has occurred in New South Wales, with relatively small changes 
occurring elsewhere. 

2. The distr.ibution of Federal prisoners, comprising 2.8 percent of all 
prisoners, is shown in the table above. From this table it can also be seen that 
remandees comprised 11 percent of all prisoners as at 1 October 1981. 

3. Departmental officers responsible for the compilation and forwarding of these 
data are reminded that, following the direction of the Ministers' Conference, it is 
planned to include the number of 'Sentenced prisoners received during the month' in 
all future issues of Australian Prison Trends. 

Compiled by David TIiles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINC)LOGY 

Olll!clClI: W,III<11ll Clifford 10·18 Call we Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
P.O. 80x 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephune: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 
AUSTRALIll.N PRISm TRENDS - NO. 66 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during November 1981 with changes in the totals over the past m:"nth 
and over the past year are: 

N.S.ttl. 

VIC. 

QlD 

S.A, 

W.A. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

November 

Males Females Total 

3376 

1689 

1677 

823 

1296 

252 

290 

46 

9449 

139 

62 

46 

25 

63 

6 

15 

1 

357 

3515 

1751 

1723 

848 

1359 

258 

305* 

47** 

9806 

Changes Slnce 
Oct. 1981 Nov. 1980 

+ 52 

+ 20 

+ 7 

+ 23 

+ 6 

- 19 

+ 6 

1. 

+ 94 

+ 247 

- 46 

-I- 53 

6 

- 66 

-I- 12 

.f' 32 

7 

+ 219 

* ** 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
38 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving 3entences in 
N.S.W. prisons. 

The table relow shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jud.sdiction (~Ihere supplied) during Novemoor 1981 CiS well as the imprisonment 
rates (prisoners per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

N.S.{~. 

VIC. 

Qrn 

S.A. 

N.A. 

TAS. 

~l.T. 

A.C.T. 

ADs'r. 

Sentenced 
Prisoners 
Received -----

613** 

2J.4 

116 

Daily lwerage 
Prisoners 
(as above) 

3515 

1751 

1723 

848 

1359 

258 

305 

47 

9806 

General Population* 
(in thousands) 

:~risorunent Rates 

5238 67.1 

3938 44.5 

2315 74.4 

1307 64.9 

1294 105.0 

t128 60.3 

130 234.6 

234 20.1 

1488S*',\'k 65.9 

Estimated Population as at 30 3eptember: J.9Ul (subj~t:t tc revision). 
COflprising 256 t:'j ne Q.:::Eaulters and 357 Senl:ehceu Prisoner3. 

*** 'l'he discrep:lI1cy ))'2t\.,r€~n this total and the ::;:.1111 of t.!-)0 component's is 
due to the rounding of the cOfn;?'.:menI:G to the r:c;()resl: 10nO. 

(cant'd OV0l: pag8) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE lIND A'lTENDANCE CENTRE DATl\ 

In many jurisdic.tions srw·1J. number.s of prisoners on work release progra'llS 
are included in tl':e daily .:lverage nwnber of prisoners. Sotre of these 
figures are: 60 in New South '(?a1es, 3 in Queensland and 26 in \i]estern 
Austr.alia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 14 offenders in 
New South WalesOi1EFie ylork Release n (Home Release) program and 224 
offende~s in victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

AS at 1 November 1981 the actual (as oI?posed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdic;:hon and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

TotO'.l 
Prisoners -----

N.S.W. 381S 

VIC. 1717 

QLD 1723 

S.l-.. 834 

W.A. 1372 

TAB. 269 

N.T. 300 

A.C.T. 43 

AUST. 10073 

27 January 1982 

Prisoners Percenblge RemGlndees per 100,000 
on Remand of Remandees of GeI'1..£!:.aJ. .££eulation ---- -------

S05 13.2 9.6 

117 6.8 3.0 

136 7.9 5.9 

143 17.1 10.9 

112 8.2 8.7 

12 4.S 2.8 

47 1S.7 36.2 

6 14.0 2.6 

1078 10.7 7.2 

Compi led by Marjorie Johnson 
on behalf of David Biles 

Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE ()F CRIMINOLOGY 

011 eClOI: Willlanl Cldford 10·18 Colbce Court. Phillip. A.C T. 2606 
P,O. Box 28. Woden. A C,T, 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Tclu[Jraphlc. AUSTCAIM 

AUSTRAI.IAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 67 

The daj,ly nverage number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody dur1ng December 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the Pdst year are: 

December 
--cminges since 

Hales Females Total Nov. 198] Dec. 1980 ---- ----
N.S.W. 3367 139 3506 9 + 257 

VIC. 16'18 54 1702 49 53 

Ql~!) 1660 liS 1705 18 + 18 

S.A. 815 2] 836 12 .+ 12 

W.A. 1309 60 1369 + 10 80 

TAS. 228 6 23/+ 24 1 

N.T. 268 13 28t 24 7 

A.C.T. 45 1 46** ;I 1 9 

AUST. 9340 339 9679 - 127 + 137 

* * ' 5 prisoners :I.n this total were serving sentC'.nces in S.A. prisom; • 
"38 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were scrvlng sentences in 

N.S.W. prisons. 

The table bulovl shows the number. of sentenced prisoners recelvcd in each 
jurisdiction during December 1981 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisof,ers 
pi!.r ]00,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Ave rage 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
Received (as above) (in thousands) -----------

N.S.H. 532*'~ 3506 5258 p6.7 

VIC. 301 1702 3951 43.1 

QLD 318 1705 233 /1 73.1 

S.A. 193 S36 1310 63.8 

w.A •. 265 1369 1301 105.2 

TAS. 28 234 429 54.5 

N.'r. 98 281 133 211..3 

A.C.T. 46 236 J.9.5 

AUST. 1735 9679 1.4952*** (ilI.7 

-----------~------------- -
f: Estimated l'opnlatlOll as at 31 Dcc.emilcr 1981 (subject to revision). 
,~* COr.1pr:l.sing 216 Fine ])'~1 [ilJ] tcrs and '31(, :,entul1ccd Prisoners. 

(con t' d avc): par,e) 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions smaJ.l numbers of prisoners on work release pl:ograms 
nr.c included i.n the daily average number of prjsoners. Some of these 
figu'resare: 65 in New South Hales, 5 in Queenllland and 24 in l'l€!stern 
Australia. Excluded from the pri90ner statistics were: 12 offenders in 
NevI South Halesontne Hork Release II (Home Release) program lind 2'15 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 December 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

'fotal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population -----

N.S.H. 3855 540 14.0 10.3 

VIC. 1756 132 7.5 3 .• 3 

QLD 1744 139 8.0 6.0 

5.1.. 859 146 17.0 11.1 

W.A. 1362 91 6.7 7.0 

TAS. 246 14 • 5.7 3.3 

N.T. 290 41 14.1 30.8 

A.C.T. 47 10 21.3 4.2 

AUST. 1.0159 1113 11.0 7.4 

COMHENTS 

J.. As has been found in previous years the numher of persons in custody 
during DecembeL 1981 was lower than for the pre'dous month. This is thought 
I~o be due to a number of prisoners being granted early releaSe over the 
Chri.stmas per.iod. Despite this short-term decrease, however, it is noted 
that the number of prisoners is higher than i,t was a year eat·ller. 

2. For the fi.rst tj.me this issue of Austral ian Prison Tr.ends contains 
data on tht'. number of sentenced prisoner.s r:eceT.vcaaud ng tncmonth in all 
States and the Northern Ter.d,tory. Persons sentenced in the Australian 
Cap5.te.l Terr5.tory are included in the figures for New South \..'a1.es. Hhen 
thene figures' have been p'.lblisned for some months, and thet'ef,)re thetr 
'.:eliability hD,G been establlshed, it should be possible: to ctllculate the 
'tu.rnover' fol' each Department. On the basis of the present f:lgures it 
would seem that the turnover is consIderably hi.bher in the Northern 'TerrItory 
than it is else\~hc'Ce. This may 'he due, hm~evc'(', to an abnor.mally high 
number of short sentences being imposed during December. 

Compiled by David Bnes 
Assistafit Director (Research) 

3 February 1 SS2 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRll'viINOLC)GY 
Du'ector: Wiliioin Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28. Wodell. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Teluwaflh,c: AUSTCRIM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 68 (REVISED) 

'rhe daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole numher) held in 
custudy during January 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

January 
Changes sInce 

Hales Females Total Dec. 1981 Jan. 1981 ----- ----- ----
N. S.\~. 3384 135 3519 + 13 -I- 27.3 

VIC. 1624 54 1678 24 36 

QLD 1617 42 1659 46 40 

S.A. 775 21 796 40 3 

W.A. 1260 60 1320 49 56 

TAS. 214 6 220 14 7 

N.T. 280 J.l 291* -I- 10 No change 

A.C.T. 44 1 45~:* 1 4 

AUST. 9198 330 9528 - 151 -I- 127 

-------
'" in this total were serv:lng sentences in S .. A. pri<;ons. ** 6 prisoners 

'39 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total I~ere sarvina sentences in 
tl. S. W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced pd.soners cecei vael i.n each 
jurisdic.tion during Jnnuary 1982 as well as the imprisoru.lent rates (pris()ner~) 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

W.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

Sentenced 
Prisoners 
Received 

532*'~. 

224 

230 

253 

262 

25 

120 

1646 

Daily Average 
PrisonerH 
(as above) 

3519 

167B 

1659 

796 

1320 

220 

291 

45 

9523 

General Population* 
(in thousands) 

5258 

3951 

2334 

1310 

1301 

Imprisonment Rntes 

66.9 

42.5 

71.1 

60.8 

101.5 

51.3 

133 218.8 

236~ __ ~ _________ ~19~.~1~ __ __ 

14952 63.7 

* J~stimv.tcd )lopnlat.i.on as nl 31 Decemher 19Pd (subject to l:cvision). 
** Compr;(sing 320 .Fine Pelaultt'rs and 212 ~;cl1ten~ed Priaol1e('o. 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numberH of pri&oners on work releDse programs 
are included in the daily average numher of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 62 .Ln New South Woles, 5 in Queensland ilT1d 18 in Hcstern 
Australia. Excluded from the pdsoner statistics were: 12 offenders in 
New South Hales on the Work Release n (Home Release) program !lnd 231 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 January 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction :md the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below! 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General ~ulat:ion ----- ------

N.S.H. 3517 545 15.5 10. II 

VIC. 1659 121 7.3 3.l. 

- QLD 1655 110 6.6 4.7 

S.A. 786 131 16.7 10.0 

W.A. 1324 95 7.2 7.3 

TAS. 221 8 3.6 1.9 

N.T. 269 40 14.9 30.1 

A.C.T. 43 5 11.6 2.1 

AUST. 9474 1055 11.1 7.1 

CONNENTS 

1. This revised isslle of Australian Prison Trends contains data from 
all jurisdictions and replaces the incompLete iSHue that was published on 
8 March 1981. 

2. In all jurisdictions .?y.cept N.S.W. and the N.T. there have bCI~n 
decreases in the numbers of prisoners from December 1981 to January 1982. 
The overall fall of 151 prisoners has reduced the national imprtsonmt'nt 
rate from 64.7 to 63.7. 

3. The jurisdiction with the largest change over a 12-month period 
is clearly N.S.H. where there has been an j.l1crease ill the prison population 
of over 8 per C~~llt during that: timp.. By contrast all other jurisdi.ctions 
have expl~rienced ei. ther. no chang" or slightly reducing prison populations 
dur.i.1g 1981. 

4. In the two previous issues of Australian Prison trends tht'. figures 
given for sentenced prisoners received for South Austr.alia wet:e i-ncorrect:. 
The correct fiBures are: Nov~n1ber 1981 - 273; DCI!ember 1981 - 233. 

Comp:l.led by David Hiles 
Assistant Director (Rcseorch) 

10 March 1982 



AUS rRALlAN INS-r ITUTl C)F CRIMINC)lJ)CY 

Director: WllllUm Clifford 10 18 Col boo Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
P.O. Box 28. Woden, A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic; AUSTCR 1M 
AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS ~ NO. 69 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custod~' during February 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the pagt year arc: 

Februar.l_ 
ChanBes s:i.nce 

Males Females Total Jan. 1982 Feb. 1981 ----
N.S.W. 3461 143 '3604 + 85 + 296 

VIC. 1677 57 1734 + 56 29 

QLD 1583 48 1631 28 96 

S.A. 755 15 770 26 66 

W.A. 1309 73 1382 + 62 82 

TAS. 210 4 214 6 24 

N.T. 304 11 315* + 24 + 21 

A.C.T. 45 1 46** + 1 1 

AUST. 9344 352 9696 + 168 + 19 

>\ 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
*" 39 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.VI. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners rcceivcd In c[lch 
jurisdiction during February 1982 as well as the 
per 100,000 population) based on dnily f}verages. 

imprisonment rates (pri.soners 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thouSBnds) 

N.S.W. 428** 3604 5258 68.5 

VIC. 447 173ft 3951 43.9 

QLD J18 1631 2334 69.9 

S.A. 210 770 1310 58.8 

W.A. 312 1382 1301 106.2 

TA.s. 44 214 l,29 49.9 

N.T. 89 315 133 236.8 

A.C.T. 46 236 19.5 

AUST. 1848 9696 
\ 

14952 64.8 

* Estimated Population as at 31 December 1981 (subject to revision). 
** Comprising 196 Fine Defaulters Bnd 232 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(cont'd over page) 
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2. 

WORK ltE"LEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many ,jurisdictions small nUlnbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average numher of prisoners. Some of these 
figuresare: 61 in N~w South Wales, 9 in Queensland and 23 in Hc.;tern 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 14 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 222 
offenders 1n Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 February 1982· the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at 19 March 1982 are also shown in 
this table. 

Total Federal Prisoners PercentaBe Remandees per ioo,o 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees uf General P~ulutl 

N.S.W. 3591 142 649 18.1 12.3 

VIC. 1698 35 151 8.9 3.8 

QI.D 1662 25 119 7.2 5.1 

S.A. 811 13 142 17 .5 10.8 

W.A. 1311 32 114 8.7 8.8 

TAS. 218 1 15 6.9 3.5 

N.T. 320 12 56 17.5 42.1 

A.C.T. 47 6 12.8 2.5 

AUST. 9658 260 1252 13.0 8.4 

COMMENTS 

1. The daily tlverag{~ number of prisoners in Australia inC" cellsed 
markedly 1n Febr.uary 1982 compared wi th the prevIous month, w U:h the mOB t 
sigrdficant increases being noted in New South Ihl.Les, Western Australia and 
Victoria. The national imprisonment rate increased from 63.~ to 64.8 over. 
this time. 

2.. The Institute recently puhlished pdson statistics for Asia and the 
Pacific No. 8 which contains data from 16 countries in the region. CopIes 
of tM,s are. available on request. 

3. The continued cooperation of staff in all relevant agencies in 
supplying data for Australian Prison Trends is greatly appreciated, but it 
is appar.ent that a number of agencies are e}:periencing increasing 
difHclllties in supplying the basic information within a reasonable time. 
It is to be hoped that these difficulties will not further increase in the 
future. 

31 Ndrch 1982 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

\ 
\ 
\ 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINC)LOGY 
OllCClfH: WililUIl1 Cliff old 1018 CClllit!tl COWl, Phillip A.C.I ;lGOO 

P.O. Box :1fI, W()d"'l I\.r. T ;loor; 

Tuluphlllw: 822111 TIII!!IJI,'P"":: I\U51CfliM 

AUS'rltA1.IAN 1'InsOH TRlmus - NO. 70 

The daily avcrr.p,e number of: perSO!Hl (to the nearest whole t1umbln:) held in 
cUfll:ody c1ur:1r,g j'!nrch 19U2. with chnogeo in LIlt! t:otuls over the past month and 
over the pUllt year are: 

March 
Changes ainc(!"------

Hales Females Total Feb. 1982 Mllr. 1981 ---
N.S. W. 3477 1'12 3619 + 15 + 258 

VIC. 1716 62 1778 + 44 40 

QLD 1611 4'1 1655 + 24 85 

S.A. 760 21 781 -I- 11 61 

W.A. 1367 71 1/138 + 56 6 

TAS. 218 5 223 + 9 28 

N.'?,\, 323 13 336* + 21 + 32 

A.C.T. 46 2 413** + 2 + 2 
-------- --.-------

AUST. 9518 360 9878 + 132 + 72. 
_ .. _-_._-

* 6 pr:lson(~r.s in this total were serving nentences in S .A. pri.Rons. 
** -'10 pri"lonl'l:'s (including 2 females) in this totol were servlllg ~~C'nt(mc(~s 

1n N.S.\-'. I'd Gons. 

Tile table hclO'.J hhOlJS the nllmber of sentenced priRoners rece;fv(~cl I.n ench 
jllrisd1.c:tj.I)TI dllring Harch 1982 nq well an the imprisonment rntes (priHollers pm: 
100,00U population) ha~cd on ddl1y averages. 

N.S.H. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

W.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUSl' • 

SenLenccd 
Prjsoners 
Received 

500'}o\ 

2M 

313 

364 

331 

51 

209 

Daily A~eragC! 
1'riSI)IlCrA 

( ~..!lr~l?_y!) 

3619 

177B 

1655 

78) 

1438 

223 

3J6 

Gcn~r{ll Pop111ntion'\ ImpI-lslllll1wnt Rnt.::: 
_(in t1.!<?~~!£)_ ---_._._------

51.70 68.6 

396 /1 4/1.9 

2351 70.4 

1313 59.5 

1309 109.9 

430 51. 9 

135 2'18.9 

. _______ llr. _________ 2311 __________ 20. L ___ _ 

2032 913713 15016 65.8 
......----------_._------_ ... ----- --- ... _-------- - ... ----------------_. 
* Ent:imntcd P(lp'll;lLlulI lW ,1t :,1 Hnl"{:h t9~1_ (r,uh.it'd to Ll'vlslon). 
'1<>" Comprisj.nf, 237 Fj fH.' !J1~(ltull:"'~'H '.ntl /.6~) H,'I!' "'Io"l'd l'I'J:;Ollc'r!l. 



2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Cen~re Data 

In many jurisdictions sm.all numbers of prfsoners on wor.k release programs 
are incJuded in the daily av'~rage number of pr:l.soner.s. Some of these 
figures- are: 52 in New South Wal(w, 7 in Qu~ensland and 23 in \-lestern 
AustralIa. Excluded frol11 thc prisoner statistics weI'£:: 13 offenders in 
New South Hares on the Work Re.lease II (Home Release) progl:nm llnd 228 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted 
prisoners received in Queensl1:l1ld for the month incl ude 13 perGons Ht'ntenced 
to weekend detention. 

As at 1 March 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners 111 custody in each juri.Hdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand arc! shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandecs per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remand!.'es of Gen.0.E.1I1 l'opuln tion ----

N.S.W. 3636 601 16.5 11. 4 

VIC. 1785 154 8.6 3.9 

QLD 1633 118 7.2 5.0 

S.A. 760 112 14.7 8.5 

H.A. 142/• 136 9.6 10.4 

TAS. 218 15 6.9 3.5 

N.T. 30/1 '.8 15.~ 35.6 

A. C. T. 45 7 
:-,~-

15.6 2.9 

AUST. 9805 1191 1.2.1 7.9 

cmlHENTS 

1. For th.:! second month :'.n a row there has hC'0n a marked inercasc in thc..l 
number of l\uslr:'lHnn priflonerl.l. Incrcos<"s arc seen :in 1111 ;jlld.Bdlc.:tlons, 
but arc p~rtirulnr]y noticeable 1n Western AURL~!lta Dnd Vic Lorin. ComparBd 
with twelve monl:hf: carlier the: most marked incrL'llflC lHw occurl:r!c1 in New South 
Wales. 

2. The imprisonment rates for cneh StlltP. and Terri tory :in thi::; issue 
are based on r<.!vioc:n f(lr\~nrd entilll:1tcR of pOj1u.lnti.on us at 31 :'lan'h. 'fhe 
Australian )lure:1lI of ::itatjsticn has incltcllt(!c1 that the:;e t'Htimat"C's .Lncm:pOTlIt<! 
some errors. I t is hoped that: more nccurll te popula tion (\[~ timfltN; wi 11 
be availa bl'~ ill the ncar fllCur!.!. 

3. ',rhe statIstics of F.ent;('nc,cd prisoncnJ rece.ived for I~nch -illr.i.lHllct:lon 
reveal S01110 ];"(~IIlJrJu.lhle fluctual"J.ons frolll month to month. For thir-: rc'won 
it is suggestE:'cI U1n.t: L11(~ f:l.gllres for any Bingle lnonth sholllJ 1I0t bl' \'SNt 

to calculatel:ho average length of <;uutody of pi":Lsollurs in particular. 
jurisd:l.ctionr.;. 

Compller! by Dav1 d Hi.lcH 
Assislunt Uir~ctor (Kes00rch) 

30 April 1982 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
DlrrlctrJr; William Clifford 10,18 Col bee Court, Phillip. A,C.T 2606 

P,O. Box 28, Wocl(ln. A,C,T, 2606 

TcilJph()I1H; 822111 Tnilmfilpl1l(; AUSTCRIM 

AUST~{!~IAN I:'RISOI; TRgNDS - NO. 71 

'rhe daily nverng0 number of pl~r!10nS (to the nearel:lt whole numher) hel.d 1n 
custody during April 198i: with changes jn the totals over the pust nonth I~nd 
over the pnst year arc: 

______________ A_:e.ril 
Changes-since-------

Males Females Total Mar. 1982 A~r. 1981 

N.S.IV. 3460 132 3592 27 + 190 

VIC. 1752 46 1798 + 20 119 

QLD 1615 43 1658 + 3 83 

s.A. 767 19 7B6 + 5 66 

W.A. 1338 71 lil09 29 65 

TAS. 224 7 231 + B 28 

N.T. 316 14 330* 6 + 27 

A.C.T. 46 2 48** No change 3 

AUST. 9518 334 9852 26 77 

-------
* [} pd.sollen; in this total Here serving sentences in S.A. prj sons. 

** 40 pri.!lOllCrS ( including 2 females) in this t.ota 1 Wei:e se.:ving sent~~nces 
jn N.S.W. prtsons. 

The trtble ht'lo'''' sl11)\o15 the number of sentenced prifloncrs reCl'iVl'U in enell 
,il1ri<;dJ c:tion cludng April 19132 as well as the ;i.lnprio:;olllTll'llt rnLt!1J (prj Boner.s pt'T 
100,000 population) baRed on dally averages. 

SelltenCl.!d Daily AV(!l-nge 
1',150ncr.s Prisoners General Populotioll* ImprirJomnq'mc Ra!;C'.s 
Receivl.!d (a~.3l.bov(.:) ~!'~9_~!,'lndf.:.L_ ------,'----------

N.S.W. 517'H~ 3592 5276 68.,1 

VLC. 437 1798 39M lIS .il 

QL.D 289 Hi58 23!Jl 70.S 

S.A. 307 786 1313 59.9 

W.A. 2.86 U09 1309 107.6 

TAS. 52 231 1130 53.7 

N.T. 78 330 135 2l14. LI 

A.C. T. 48 238 20. ~~ ---_ .. - ---------- ,~---

AUS'J'. 1966 9852 15{JJ6 65.1'1 

--------,-- --------,------
* gstimat:(Jd PopulnLton ;IS <It 31 )-lnrc'l! 1982 (';u!>jcc:t to I.'l!v:\sion). ** Comprising 284 Fine DC!fn1l1Lcn: ilnd 233 Sc!n! C'nc(.d 1'ril>olwr:;. 



2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbC'!rs of prisoners 01). work. release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 52 in New South Wales, 8 in Queensland and 24 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 13 offenders i.n 
New South Wales on the Ivork Releilse II (11ome Release) program and 235 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted 
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 15 persons sentenced 
to weekend detention. 

As at 1 April 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) nwnbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandccs per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Populntion 

N.S.W. 3609 619 17.2 11.7 

VIC. 1801 150 8.3 3.8 

QLD 1673 120 7.2 5.1 

S.A. 828 16'1 19.8 12.5 

W.A. 1411 116 ~.2 8.9 

TAS. 234 20 8.5 4.7 

N.T. 3111 50 14.7 37.0 

A.C. T. 48 10 20.8 4.2 

AUS'):'. 99115 1249 12.6 8.3 

cmlHENTS 

1. The total numher of prisoners in Australia in Aprl.l 1982 I"DS s.I.Jghtly 
lower than in th .. ' previous month and conslderably low(~r than one year earlier. 
The only jurisdictions to have :I.ncreased their pri.son populations .tn the pasl; 
year are New South Wales and the Northern Territory. 

2. Significant differences between jurisdictions in the general use of 
imprisonment are still apparent as are differences in the use of remand in 
custody as shown in the table above. As fat' as remand is concerned ther.e 
seems to be a general tendency towards increasing use of remand .in custody with 
12.6 per cent of all Australian prisoners being in this category in April 
1982. ' 

3. The preparation of this issue of Australia Prison Trends was greatly 
facilitated by the efficiency of the stafCoTaITContrfou'EIng agencies \oIho 
on this occasion lIere able to forward the basic data in ample time!. This is 
greatly appreciatea. 

Compileci by David Hiles 
Assistant Director (Resean~h) 

28 Hay 1982 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

1018 Colbec Court, Phillip, A,C.T. 2606 
P.O. Box 28, Wodr,n. A.C.T. 2606 

relcnhol1(): 822111 TCltlfjldphll;' AUSTCR 1M 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 72 

The daily a',erage number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during Hay 1982 with changes in the totals oVer the past month and 
over the past year are: 

May 
Changes since 

Males Females Total AEr. 1982 Ma~ 1981 

N.S.W. 3358 126 3484 - 108 17 

VIC. 1732 57 1789 9 60 

QLD 1607 43 1650 8 86 

S.A. 803 20 823 + 37 71 

W.A. 1365 70 1435 + 26 2 

TAS. 240 6 246 + 15 8 

N.T. 304 12 316* 1~ + 7 

A.C.T. 40 2 42** 6 12 

AUiiT. 9449 336 9785 1 67 249 

* 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 34 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during May 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per 
100,000 population) bqsed on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
Received (as above). (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 491** 3484 5276 66.0 

VIC. 328 1789 3964 45.1 

QLI}I 244 1650 2351 70.2 

S.A. 249 823 1313 62.7 

W.A. 267 1435 1309 109.6 

TAS. 51 246 430 57.2 

N.T. 94 316 135 234.1 

A. C.T. 42 238 17.6 

AUST. 1724 9785 15016 65.2 

1< Estimated Population as at 31 March 1982 (subject to revision). 
** Comprising 248 Fine Defaulters and 243 Sentenced Prisoners. 

<contld over page) 



2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 55 in New South Wales, 10 in Queensland and 19 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 8 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 256 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted 
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 18 persons sentenced 
to weekend detention. 

As at 1 May 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoner's Pth;centage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3462 604 17.4 11.4 

VIC. 1830 153 8.4 3.9 

QLD 1644 136 8.3 5.8 

S.A. 834 164 19.7 12.5 
I 

W.A. 1425 105 7.4 8.0 

TAS. 238 20 8.4 4.7 

N.T. 319 47 14.7 34.8 

A. C. T. 38 5 13.2 2.1 

AUST. 9790 1234 12.6 8.2 

COMMENTS 

1. During May 1982 there was a further reduction in the overall number 
of prisoners in Australia witl1 the most noticeable decrease occurring in New 
South Wales. It is 'thought that this was probably due to the early release 
,:>n licence of short-term prisoners in that State. During the month however 
there were small increases in numbers ~n South Australia, Western Australia 
and Tasmania. 

2. Compared with 12 months earlier all jurisdictions, apart from the 
Northern Territory, are seen to have marginally lower prison populations. 
This has resulted in a national imprisonment rate of 65.2 compared with 67.9 
found in May 1981. 

2 July 1982 

1 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Dlrect!)r: Williarn Clifford 1018 Colbcc Court, Phillip. A.C,T, 2606 

p,O. Box 28. W()ril:n, A,C T, 2606 

Tl:lcpIHHlI!: 872111 Tcluqr,Jpl\lf!' AIJSTeR 1M 

Aus'rRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 73 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during June 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month and over 
the past year are: 

June 
Changes since 

Males Females Total Mal': 1982 June 1981 

N.S.H. 3322 132 3454 :30 11 

VIC. 1735 56 1791 + 2 52 

QLD 1619 48 1667 + 17 56 

S.A. 778 16 794 29 61 

,W.A. 1353 66 1419 16 + 23 

TAS. 235 6 241 5 10 

N.T. 276 13 289* 27 6 

A.C.T. 42 , 43** + 9 J. 

AUST. 9360 338 9698 87 182 

------------------------
* 6 prisoners in this total "ere serving sentences in S • .fl.. prisons. 

1,* 36 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total ware servIng sentences 
in N.S.H. prisons. 

The table helow s11m,s the number of sentenced prisoners rece:Lved .in each 
jurisdicti.on during June 1982 3S well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per 
100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentencerl Daily Avel"age 
Prisoners Prisone:rs General Poptllation* lmprisonment Rates 
ReceivecJ .~as above) ~_!:.!~E..~ls_) _ ----- . __ ._----"-- - -- - .... 

N.S.W. 556** 3454 5299 65.2 

VIC. 237 1791 3990 44.9 

QLD 240 1667 2'~22 68.8 

S.A. 178 79/, 1330 59.7 

H.A. 273 1419 1331 106.6 

T,/l.S. 49 2/11 430 56.0 

N.T. 65 289 130 222.3 

A.C.T. 4J 230 18.7 
----"-----~-----------, 

---_ .. -_. __ ._----_. __ ..... _--... 
AUST. 1598 9698 15J61 64.0 

* Projected PupnJ~ticn to 10 Juno 19~2 (qubjnct to revision). 
** Comprising :JJ5 Fine Uefflltltt:.rs nnd 221 Senti1ncc,\ I'risom·n'i. 



2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are incl uded :f.n the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 52 in New South Wales, 15 in Queensland and 12 in Western 
Australie.. E)~cluded from the prjsoner statistics were: 4 offenders in 
New South 'l-lales on the Work Release II (Horne Release) program and 257 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted 
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 18 persons sentenced 
to weekend detention. 

As at 1 June 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdict.ion and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at 30 June 1982 are also shown in 
this table. 

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population ------ -----

N.S.W. 3460 129 635 18.4 12.0 
~t • 

4 

VIC. 1794 41 138 7.7 3.5 

QLD 1666 20 131 7.9 5.4 

S.A. 779 19 139 17 .8 10.5 

W.A. 1420 32 102 7.2 7.7 

TAS. 254 6 17 6.7 4.0 

N.T. 306 12 32 10.5 24.6 

A.C.T.. 42 7 16.7 3.0 

AUST. 9721 259 1201 12.4 7.9 

COMMENTS 

1. During June 1982 there was a further overall reduction in the number 
of prisoners in Australia, bringing the national imprisonment rate down to 
64.0, the lowest rate for five months. 

2. It should be noted that all "rates in this publication are based on 
revised population projections which are made by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics. These data aTe not completely compatible with population 
estimates used in previous issues. 

3. The table above includes the numbers of Federal prisoners in each 
jurisdiction. These figures are supp1i'~d to the Institute by the 
Commonwealth At torney-Genel"al' s Department. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

30 ;July 1982 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRI/\r\INOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Colbee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 74 

The daily average number of persons (tC) the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during July 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month and over 
the past year are: 

July 
Changes sTnce 

Males Females Total May 1982 June~ 

N.S.W. 3288 132 3420 34 96 

VIC. 1747 52 1799 + 8 14 

QLD 1601 45 1646 21 47 

S.A. 791 17 808 + 14 8 

W.A. 1321 61 1382 37 + 7 

TAS. 222 4 " 226 15 37 

N.T. 260 12 272* 17 11 

A.C.T. 39 1 40** 3 8 

AUST. 9269 324 9593 - 105 214 

* 6 prisoners in this total w~re serving sentences in S .A. prisons. 
** 35 prisoners (including 1 fewale) in this total were scrving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table bclow shows the number of sentcnced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during .July 1982 as well as thc imprisonment rates (prisoners per 
100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Aver~ge 
Prisonct's Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 575** 3420 5299 64.5 

VIC. 286 1799 3990 45.1 

QLD 256 1646 2422 68.0 

S.A. 302 808 1330 60.8 

W.A. 338 1382 1331 103.8 

TAS. 43 226 430 52.6 

N.T. 59 272 130 209.2 

A.C.T. 40 230 17.4 

AUST. 2859 9593 15161 63.3 

* Projected Population to 30 June 1982 (subject to revision). 
** Comprising 352 Fine Defaulters and 223 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(contld over page) 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 51 in Nell South Wales, 15 in Queensland and 12 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 4 offenders in 
New South Wales on the tvork Release II (Home Release) program and 274 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted 
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 15 persons sentenced 
to weekend detention. 

As at 1 July 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total 
Prisoners 

N.S.tv. 3434 

VIC. 1809 

QLD 1665 

S.A. 810 

tv.A. 1358 

TAS. 238 

N.T. 274 

A.C.T. 41 

AUST. 9629 

CO:1MENTS 

Prisoners 
on Remand 

609 

172 

112 

127 

95 

11 

21 

6 

1153 

Percentage 
of Rcmandees 

17.7 

9.5 

6.7 

15.7 

7.0 

4.6 

7.7 

14.6 

12.0 

Remandees per 100,000 
of General Population 

11.5 

4.3 

4.6 

9.5 

7.1 

2.6 

16.2 

2.6 

7.6 

1. Prison populations continued to fall in July 1982 with 
dect"cases being found in Hestern Australia and New South tvales. 
Australia and Victoria reported small increases. 'the national. 
r&>.:e of 63.3 is the lowest found si.nce January 1978. 

the largest 
Only South 

imprisonment 

2. There has also been 8 slight decrease in the numbers of remand 
prisoners held on the first day of the month, but this group still comprises 
12 per cent of the national total. 

3. South Austr.alia was unable to supply the number of sentenced prisoners 
received duri.ng July due to diffj,c:ulties experienced in the establiflhment of 
a computer-based J;"ecord system. This figure will be given in the next issue 
of Australian Prison Trends. 

CompHed by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

31 August 1982 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip. A.C,T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTeR 1M 

AUSTRALIAN FRISON TRENDS .- NO. 75 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during August 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month and 
over the past year are: , . 

-'-------- Augus~ __________ _ 
Changes since---------

N.S.\-I. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

W.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

Males 

3285 

1782 

1596 

821 

1328 

222 

251 

36 

9321 

Females 

138 

37 

49 

24 

63 

7 

10 

2 

330 

Total 

3423 

1819 

1645 

845 

1391 

229 

261* 

38** 

9651 

July 1982 Aug. 1981 

+ 3 

+ 20 

1 

+ 37 

+ 9 

+ 3 

11 

2 

+ 58 

56 

+ 67 

25 

+ 29 

+ 31 

43 

6 

9 

12 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S .A. prisons. ** 29 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were ser'rjng !;cntcncCR 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below Sh;~IS the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during August 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per 
100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Da:l.ly Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisontllcnt Rates 
ReceJ.ved (as above) (in thousands) -----------

N.S.W. 756** 3423 5299 64.6 

VIC. 355 1819 3990 45.6 

QLD 238 1645 2422 (,7.9 

S.A. 327 845 1330 63.5 

W.A. 307 1391 1331 104.5 

TAS. 32 229 430 53.3 

N.T. 115 261 130 200.8 

A.C.T. 38 230 16.5 ---- ---------------_ .. _-
AUST. 2130 9651 l5t6l 63.7 

* Projected Population to 30 June 19i12 (subject to revision). 
** Comprising 366 Fine Defaulter.s and 390 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(cont'd over pace) 



2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
arc included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 46 in New South Wales, 13 in Queensland and 14 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 3 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 277 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted 
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 9 persons sentenced 
to weekend detention. 

As at 1 August 1982 the.actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3403 613 18.0 11.6 

VIC. 1805 167 9.3 4.2 

QLD 1654 121 7.3 5.0 

S .A. 809 125 15.5 9.4 

W.A. 1389. 104 7.5 7.8 

TAS. 231 18 7.8 4.2 

N,'r.. 259 28 10.8 21.5 

A.C.T. 36 8 22.2 3.5 

AUST. 9586 1184 12.4 7.8 

COHHENTS 

1. The statistics for August 1982 show an overall sl:Jght increase in the 
lIumbers of prisoners in Australia compared with the previous month, t4ith the 
increase in South Australia being most noticeable. Compared with one year 
earlier, however, there is virtually no change In the total I1Lunhers. 

2. For New South Wales a footnote indicates the numbers of fine 
defaulters and sentenced prisoners who are indicated as 'sentenced prisoners 
received'. Fine defaulters arc persons received under sentence in default 
of fines with no other sentence and not remanded in custody ~or other matters. 
In June, July and par.t of August some persons on remand who were 'c\ltting out' 
fines wer.e counted. Sentenced prisoners no\'1 include prisoners in custody on 
remand who received a sentence dllring the month. Previously such prisollers 
were not counted. 

3. South Australia was again unable to supply the number of sentenced 
prisoners received during August due to dlfficultj,es associated with the 
establishment of a computer record system. It is hoped that these figures 
will be available in the near future. 

CompHed by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

30 September 1982 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 Colbec Court, Phillip, A.C.T. 2606 

P.O, Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telcphone: 822111 Telcgraphic; AUSTCRIM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 76 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during ~eptember 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month and 
over the past year are: 

September 
Changes since 

Males Females Total Aug. 1982 Sept. 1981 

N.S.W. 3279 143 3422 1 47 

VIC. 1779 52 1831 + 12 + 80 

QLD 1616 43 1659 + 14 41 

S.A. 817 19 836 9 + 25 

W.A. 1356 69 1425 + 34 + 78 

TAS. 217 10 227 2 38 

N.T. 260 11 271* + 10 + 8 

A.C.T. 42 2 44** + 6 . 2. 

AUST. 9366 349 9715 + 64 + 63 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S .A. prisons. 
'11* 31 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during September 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. . 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* 'Imprisonment Rates 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 624** 3422 5306 64.5 

VIC. 440 1831 3988 45.9 

QLD 260 1659 2402 69.1 

S.A. 299 836 1321 63.3 

W.A. 320 1425 1329 107.2 

TAS. 56 227 431 52.7 

N.T. 103 271 138 196.4 

A.C.T. 44 239 18.4 

AUST. 2102 9715 15153 64.1 

* Projected Populati.on to 30 September 19H2 (subject tb revision). 
** Comprising 268 Fine Defaulters and 356 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 49 in New South Wales, 10 in Queensland and 14 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 2 offenders in 
New South Wales on the Hork Release II (Home Release) program and 272 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted 
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 15 persons sentenced 
to weekend detention. 

As at 1 September 1982 the actual (as opposed to' daily average) numbers of 
prisont:!rs :I.n custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remr.md are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3464 648 18.7 12.2 

VIC. 1819 150 8.2 3.8 

QLD 1647 134 8.1 5.6 

S.A. 831 134 16.1 10.1 

W.A. 1411 104 7.4 7.8 

TAS. 223 13 5.8 3.0 

N.T. 279 40 14.3 29.0 

A.C.T. 42 12 28.6 5.0 

AUST. 9716 1235 12.7 8.2 

COMMENTS 

1. During September 1982 th~re was a slight increase in the numbers of 
prisoners in most jurisdictions, wIth the most noticeable increase being seen 
in Western Australia. The nati.onal imprisonment rate increased during the 
month from 63.7 to 64.1, but th", imprisonment rates have been influenced to 
some extent by difficulties experienced in obtaining accurate and up-to-date 
estimates of general population. 

2. There was a slight increase in the number of unconvicted prisoners 
on rel11c1.nd on the first day of September 1982. At that date remand prisoners 
comprised 12.7 per cent of all prisoners, or 8.? per 100,000 of the general 
population. 

3. In the last issue of Australia Prison Trends the Victorian daily 
average figures were incorrect. F;ven though the total given of 1819 was 
correct, it comprised 1768 males and 51 females. 

26 Octobel 1982 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

, 
I 
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Director: W,llram Clifford 10·18 Colllee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O, Bo)( 28, Wodun. A.C.T. 2006 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 77 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole nUlJtber) held in 
custody during Octobur 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and Olrer the past ye,lr are: 

October 
Changes since 

Males Females Total Sept.1982 Oct. 1981 ._--
N.S.W. 3324 144 3468 + 46 + 5 

VIC. 1792 57 1849 + 18 + 118 

QLD 1606 42 1648 11 68 

S.A. 815 22 837 + 1 + 12 

W.A. 1377 67 1444 + 19 + 91 

TAS. 216 10 226 1 51 

N.T. 2/\9 9 258* 13 41 

A.C.T. 5] 2 53** + 9 + 5 

AUST. 9/,30 353 9783 + 68 + 71 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 40 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during October 1982 as 'Well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daLly averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prfsoners General Population* Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 763** 3468 5306 65.4 

VIC. 282 1849 3988 46.4 

QLD 311 1648 2402 68.6 

S.A. 256 837 1321 63.4 

W.A. 339 1444 1329 108.7 

TAS. 61 226 431 52.4 

N.T. 86 258 138 187.0 

A.c:r. 53 239 22.2 

AUST. 2098 9783 15153 64.6 

* PrOjected Populat1.on to 30 September 1982 (suhject to revision). 
** Comprising 326 Fine Defaulters and 437 Sentenced 1'risoners. 

(cont'd over page) 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 38 in New South Wales, 10 .Ln Queensland and 13 in Western 
Australia. EXCluded fr.om the prisoner statistics were: 1 offender in 
New South \.Jales on the \-Iork Release II (Home Release) program and 261 
offenders in Victoria serving at tenri:'lIlce centre orders. The convi.cted 
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 20 persons sentenced 
to weekend detention. 

As at 1 October 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily aveLage) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3451 655 19.0 12.3 

VIC. 180Z 153 8.5 3.8 

QLD 1665 134 8.0 5.6 

S.A. 846 139 16.4 10.5 

W.A. 1432 118 8.2 8.9 

TAS. 231 10 4.3 2.3-

N.T. 258 27 10.5 19.6 

A.C.T. 51 14 .. _,';'' ~·1.5 5.9 

AUST. 9736 1250 12.8 8.2 

COMHENTS 

1. During October 1982 there was a sli8ht increase in the number of 
prisoners in Australia. For the first time for some months there was a 
noticeable increase in the NeH Sou th Wales figu res, ancl thls has re tl1rJlI!d New 
South Wales to almost the samr~ number held olle year earlier. By contrast, 
Victoria in October 1982 held l18 mote prisoners than a yeae earlier, and 
Western Australia held 91 more. In Queensland, Tasmania and the Northern 
Territory the numbers appear to be declining. 

2. These changell have somewhat reduced the range of imprisonment rates 
found for the variou~ jurisdictions. The Victorian rate of 46.4 is ~le 
highest it has had for. 18 months, while the Northern Territory rate of 18'1.0 is 
the lO~lest it has had for more than three years. The curt'ent national rate of 
6E •• 6, however. hilS not changed significantly over the past year, but it is 
markedly lower than the peak of 70.0 reached in July 1979. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director. (Research) 

30 November 1982 
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Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 78 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during November 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

November 
Changes-since 

Males Females Total Oct •• 1982 Nov. 1981 

N.S.W. 3384 145 3529 + 61 + 14 

VIC. 1807 50 1857 + 8 + 106 

QLD 1590 40 1630 18 93 

S.A. 824 26 850 + 13 + 2 

W.A. 1407 71 1478 + 34 + 119 

TAS. 227 12 239 + 13 19 

N.T. 234 10 241.* 14 61 

A.C.T. 45 2 47** 6 No chanrz.e __ ----
AUST. 9518 356 9874 + 91 + 68 

---- --.------~ 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 36 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below sh(IWS the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during November 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily AVE:rage 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
Received (as abo~~) (in thousand~)_ ----- ---------

N.S.W. 778** 3529 5306 66.5 

VIC. 379 1857 3988 46.6 

QLn' 304 1630 2402 67.9 

S.A. 29l 850 1321 64.3 

W.A. 351 1478 1329 111.2 

TAS. 70 239 431 55.5 

N.T. 96 244 138 176.8 

A.C.T. 47 239 19.7 

AUST. 2269 9874 15153 65.2 

-~---

* Projected Population to 30 September 1982 (subject to revision). 
** Comprising 333 Fine Defaulters and 4/.5 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(contld over page) 



2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figuresare: 40 in New South Wales, 19 in Queensland and 15 in Wes tern 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 1 offender in 
Nelo.' South viales on the Hork Release II (Home Release) program and 264 
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted 
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 17 persons sentenced 
to weekend detention. 

As at 1 November 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total 
Prisoners -----

N.S.W. 350J 

VIC. 1876 

QLD 1648 

S.A. 848 

W.A. 1459 

TAS. 229 

N.T. 244 

Prisoner's 
on Remand 

670 

185 

150 

136 

122 

10 

35 

Percentage 
of Remandees 

19.1 

9.9 

9.1 

16.0 

8.4 

4.4 

14.3 

Remandees per 100,000 
of General Population 

12.6 

4.6 

6.2 

10.3 

9.2 

2.3 

25.4 

A.C.T. 50 15 30.0 6.3 ----------------'---------------- -------
AUST. 9855 1323 8.7 

COHNENTS 

1. The number of people in prison throughout Australia continued to 
increase during November 1982, part:f.cularly in New South Wales and Hestern 
Australia. Over the past twelve months prison populations have increased 
markedly in \,[estern Australia and Victor.ia while decreases are noted for 
Queensland and the Northern Territory. 

2. Nearly all jurisdictions have alGo reported increases in the numbers 
of unconvicted prisoners on remand as at 1 November 1982 compared with a month 
earlier. It can thus be seen that at that date 13.4 per cent of all 
Australian prisoners were remandees. 

3. It is regretted that not all jurisdictions were able to supply data 
on the numbers of sentenced prisoners received during the month and 1t 1s hoped 
that these problems will be resolved 1n 1983. 

24 December 1982 

Seasons greetings 
from David Biles 

Assistant Director (Research) 
and Harjorie Johnson 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10· 18 Colbee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28. Woden. A,C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCAIM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON:rRENDS - NO. 79 

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during December 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

December 
Changes since 

Hales Females Total Nov. 1982 Dec. 1981 

N.S.W. 3377 151 3528 1 + 22 

VIC. 1793 55 1848 9 + 146 

QLD 1577 40 1617 13 88 

S.A. 781 26 807 43 29 

W.A. 1448 71 1519 + 41 + 150 

TAS. 261 22 283 + 44 + 49 

N.T. 224 10 234* 10 47 

A.C.T. 45 2 47** No chanse + 1 

AUST. 9506 377 9883 + 9 + 204 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 36 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during December 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) ba~ed on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
PrisonerB Prisoners General Populatlon* Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 738** 3528 5306 66.5 

VIC. 238 1848 3988 46.3 

QLD 268 1617 2402 67.3 

S.A. 276 807 1321 61.1 

W.A. 406 1519 1329 114.3 

TAS. 45 283 431 65.7 

N.T. 86 234 138 169.6 

A.C.T. '17 239 19.7 

AUST. 2057 9883 15153 65.2 

* Projected Population to 30 September 1982 (subject to revision). 
** Comprising 294 Fine Defaulters and 444 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(cont:d over page) 
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2. 

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners. on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 45 in New South Hales, 16 in Qucensl£tnd and 13 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 264 offenders in 
Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners 
received in Queensland for the month include {, persons sentenced to 
weekend detention. . 

As at 1 December 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal. 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at 31 December 1982 are also 
shown in this table. 

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage R'ema ndees per 100,000 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3570 147 677 19.0 12.8 

VIC. 1872 39 160 8.5 4.0 

QLD 1644 25 139 8.5 5.8 

S.A. 827 17* 138 16.7 10.4 

W.A. 1499 37 142 9.5 10.7 

TAS. 252 1 18 7.1 4.2 

N.T. 231 10 55 23.8 39.9 

A.C.T. 43 9 20.9 3.8 

AUS'l'. 9938 276 1338 13.5 8.8 

* 4 of these Federal prisoners 1n South Australia were transferred from 
the Northern Territory. 

COHHENTS 

1. The total number of prisC''1ers in Aus t ralia during Decembe r 1982 was 
virtually the same as for the previous month, but there were significant 
changes in individual jurisdictions. The numbers increased markedly in 
Tasmania (due to the large numbers of environmental protestors remanded in 
custody) and in Hestern Australia, while the numbers decreased in South 
Australia. 

2. The table above shows a further slight increase in the total number 
of unconvicted prisoners on remand. As at 1 December 1982, 13.5 per cent 
of all Australian prisoners were in this category. 

3. In this issue of Australian Prison Trends it has been possj,ble to 
give the numbers of Federal prisoners held in eadl jurisdictio!1. These 
figures were supplied by the Commonwealth Attorney-General's J"Iepartment. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

1 February 1983 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: Willi~m Clifford 10·18 Col bee Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. BOl( 28. Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 80 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during January 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

January 
Changes since 

Males Females Total Dec. 1982 Jan. 1982 

N.S.W. 3322 144 3466 62 53 

VIC. 1756 55 1811 37 + 133 

QLD 1574 42 1616 1 43 

S.A. 757 32 789 18 7 

W.A. 1437 87 1524 + 5 + 204 

TAS. 229 18 247 36 + 27 

N.T. 215 11 226* 8 65 

A.C.T. 45 5 50** + 3 + 5 

AUST. 9335 394 9729 - 154 + 201 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 33 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during January 1983 
per 100,000 population) based on 

as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population'~ Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 539** 3466 5350 64.8 

VIC. 198 1811 3990 45.4 

QLD 282 1616 2424 66.7 

S.A. 324 189 1331 59.3 

W.A. 341 1524 1333 114.3 

TAS. 26 247 431 57.3 

N.'f. 15 226 129 175.2 

A.C.T. 50 229 21.8 

AUST. 1725 972.9 15217 63.9 

'* Projected Population at 31 December 1982 derived fx:om Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.l'j')"---

** Comprising 310 Fine Defaulters and 229 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(cont1d over page) 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 45 in New South Wales, 9 in Queensland and 9 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 242 offenders in 
Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners received 
in Queensland for the month include 10 persons sentenced to weekend detention. 

As at 1 January 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3463 664 19.2 12.4 

VIC. 1813 168 9.3 4.2 

QLD 1574 124 7.9 5.1 

S.A. 774 116 15.0 8.7 

W.A. 1492 125 8.4 9.4 

TAS. 244 16 6.6 3.7 

N.T. 225 35 15.6 27.1 

A.C.T. 44 11 25.0 4.8 

AUST. 9629 1259 13.1 8.3 

COMMENTS 

1. The daily average number of prisoners held during January 1983 was 
considerably lower than for the previous month with the most marked decreases 
occurring in New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania. Compared with one year 
earlier, however, the numbers were higher, particularly in Western Australia. 

'J.. Perhaps surprisingly the total number of remandees at 1 January was 
lower than a month earlier. Higher remand figures might have been expected 
j.n January as a result of the legal vacation. 

3. It is to be noted that the estimates of: general population now being 
used are not strictly comparable with the estimates used previously. The 
difference is particularly marked for the Northern Territory and the AustraLlan 
Capital Territory where lower population estimates have produced marginally 
higher imprisonment and remand rates than otherwise would. have been the casp... 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

2 March 1983 
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Director: William Clifford 10·18 Col bee CoUrt, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 81 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during February 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

February 
Changes since 

Males Females Total Jan. 1983 Feb. 1982 

N.S.W. 3313 144 3457 9 147 

VIC. 1784 63 1847 + 36 + 113 

QLD 1610 42 1652 + 36 + 21 

S.A. 741 34 775 - 14 + 5 

W.A. 1503 93 1596 + 72 + 214 

TAS. 214 11 225 - 22 + 11 

N.T. 226 13 239* + 13 76 

A.C.T. 48 4 52** + 2 + 6 

AUST. 9439 404 9843 + 114 + 147 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 33 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during February 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 751** 3457 5451 63.4 

VIC. ·345 1847 3992 46.3 

QLD 373 1652 2413 68.5 

S.A. 334 775 1333 58.1 

W.A. 396 1596 1338 119.3 

TAS. 44 225 428 52.6 

N.T. 89 239 129 185.3 

A.C.T. 52 230 22.6 

AUST. 2332 9843 15314 64.3 

* Projected Population end of February 1983 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Compdsing 374 Fine Defaulters and 377 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(cont'd over page) 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 53 in New South Wales, 3 in Queensland and 12 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 243 offenders in 
Victoria serving attendance centre orders. 

As at 1 February 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3451 736 21.3 13.5 

VIC. 1828 178 9.7 4.5 

QLD 1611 174 10.8 7.2 

S.A. 751 107 14.2 8.0 

W.A. 1530 134 8.8 10.0 

TAS. 230 14 6.1 3.3 

N.T. 221 47 21.3 36.4 

A.C.T. 49 14 28.6 6.1 

AUST. 9671 1404 14.5 9.2 

COHMENTS 

1. The daily average number of prisoners held during February 1983 was 
considerably higher than for the previous month, with the most marked increases 
occurring in Western Australia, Victoria and Queensland. Compared with one 
year earlier the two jurisdi.ctions with much higher numbers are Western 
Australia and Victoria. 

2. In contrast to the general pattern the New South Wales figures have 
decreased to the point where in February 1983 the New South Wales imprisonment 
rate was lower than the national average. This has not occurred for over 18 
months. 

3. The number of unconvicted prisoners on remand increased markedly 
during January 1983 and at 1 February they comprised 14.5 per cent of all 
prisoners. The 1404 remandees on that date yielded a national remand rate 
of 9.?, the highest recorded rate since this element of the collection was 
added in November 1977. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

29 March 1983 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 82 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during March 1983 with changes in the totals oyer the past month 
and over the past year are: 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

S.A. 

W.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

Males 

3377 

1806 

1655 

766 

1525 

194 

2.46 

51 

9620 

Harch 

Females ----
151 

71 

49 

35 

80 

8 

12 

3 

409 

Total 

3528 

1877 

1704 

801 

1605 

202 

258* 

54** 

10029 

Changes since 
Feb. 1983 Mar. 1982 

+ 71 

+ 30 

+ 52 

+ 26 

+ 9 

- 23 

+ 19 

+ 2 

+ 186 

91 

+ 99 

+ 49 

+ 20 

+ 167 

+ 

21 

78 

6 

+ 151 

* 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 37 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during Harch 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
Received (as abov~) (in thousands) 

N.S •. W. 1004** 3528 5466 64.5 

VIC. 472 1877 3993 47.0 

QLD 396 1704 2419 70.4 

S.A. 392 801 1334 60.0 

W.A. 373 1605 1340 119.8 

TAS. 34 202 428 47.2 . . 
N.T. 153 258 129 200.0 

A.C.T. 54 231 23.4 

AUST. 2824 10029 15340 65.4 

* Frojected Population end of Harch 1983 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** CompriSing 456 Fine Defaulters and 548 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(cone'd over page) 



2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 63 in New South Wales, 2 in Queensland and 15 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 256 offenders in 
Victoria serv~ttendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners received 
in Queensland for the month include 14 persons sentenced to weekend detention. 

As at 1 March 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3518 723 20.6 13.2 

VIC. 1908 156 8.2 3.9 

QLD 1646 56 3.4 2.3 

S.A. 799 132 16.5 9.9 

W.A. 1537 13'1 8.7 10.0 

l'AS. 202 9 4.5 2.1 

N.T. 245 SO 20.4 38.8 

A.C.T. 43 10 23.3 4.3 

AUST. 9898 1270 12.8 8.3 

, . C0l1HENTS 

1. During March 1983 the total numbers of prisoners increased in all 
jurisdictions except Tasmania, bringing the national total Co over 10,000 for 
the first time since ~k'ly 1981. It is of interest to note, however, that the 
national imprisonment rate has varied between 61 and 70 since this series was 
started in Hay 1976, and the most recent national rate of 65.4 is clearly in 
the middle of this range. 

2. The decrease in the number of prisoners in Tasmania during 
brought the imprisonment rate in that State down to almost the same 
Victoria, the State which has had the .l,owest rate for many years. 
jurisdictions with imprisonment rates higher than the national rate 
were the Northern Territory, Western Australia and Queensland. 

Harch 
level as 
The only 
in March 

3. The West Australian figures reported previously for February 1983 
contained some errors. The correct figures are: Total Daily Average -
1560.1 comprising 1471.6 males and 88.5 females. On 1 Fehruary there were 
1477 prisoners in Western Australia of whom 119 were unconvicted prisoners on 
remand. For that month the imprisonment rate was 116.6 and the remand rate 
8.9. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

27 April 1983 



,AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Director: William Clifford 10·18 COl bee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 

P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 TelegrJphic: AUSTeR 1M 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 33 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during April 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the p3st year arc: 

April 
Changes sInce 

Males Females Total Mar. 1983 Apr. 1982 

N.S.W. 3362 151 3513 + 15 79 

VIC. 1808 71 1879 + 2 + 81 

QLD 1666 49 1715 + 11 + 51 

S.A. 752 33 785 16 1 

W.A. 1485 94 1579 - 26 + 170 

TAS. 197 11 208 + 6 23 

N.T. 244 11 255* 3 75 

A.C.T. 51 3 54** No change + 6 

AUST. 9565 423 9988 - 41 + 136 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons~ 
** 37 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during April 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prinoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 

(as above) (in thousands) Received 

N.S.W. 780** 3513 5482 

VIC. 267 1879 39% 

QLD 205 1715 2425 

S.A. 311 785 1335 

W.A. 332 1579 1342 

TAS. 44 208 429 

N.T. 20 255 130 

A.C.T. 54 231 

AUST. 1959 9988 15368 

* Projected Population end of April 1983 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 400 Fine Defaulters and 380 Sentenced Prisoners. 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 54 in New South Wales, 7 in Queensland and 13 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 269 offenders in 
Victoria servIng attendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners received 
in Queensland for the month include 11 persons sentenced to weekend detention. 

As at 1 April 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdidion and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3534 622 17.6 11.3 

VIC. 1873 146 7.8 3.7 

QLD 1722 168 9.8 6.9 

S.A. 781 125 16.0 9.4 

W.A. 1542 132 8.6 9.8 

TAS. 208 11 5.3 2.6 

N.T. 246 44 17.9 33.8 

A.C.T. 43 7 16.3 3.0 

AUST. 99/,9 1255 12.6 8.2 

COMMENTS 

1. Only very small changes in the numbers of prisoners in each 
jurisdiction occurred during April 1983 compared with the previous month, but 
the national total was considerably higher than it was one year earlier. 

2. The number of convicted prisoners from the Australian Capital 
Territory serving their sentences in New South W~les shown above is an estimate 
as a(:curate figures were not available from the Commonwealth Attorney-General' s 
Department on this occasion., 

3. The statfstics of remand prisoners show a remarkable increase in the 
number of remandees in Queensland compared ,with the previous month. There 
seems to be no clear explanation for this change. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

31 May 1983 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 84 

The daily average numbers of persons' (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during May 1983 with changes 1n the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: , 

Ma~ 
Chan~es Slnce 

Males Females Total A[!r. 198 Ma~ 1982 

N.S.W. 3308 153 3461 - 52 23 

VIC. 1850 72 1922 + 43 + 133 

QLD 1634 42 1676 - 39 + 26 

S.A. 760 27 787 + 2 36 

W.A. 1461 70 1531 - 48 + 96 

TAS. 203 9 212 + 4 34 

N.T. 256 14 270* + 15 46 

A.C.T. 55 4 59** + 5 + 17 

AUST. 9527 391 9918 - 70 + 133 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 45 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during,May 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 populatIon) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Dai ly Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Impri sonment Rates. 
Received {as above) { i n thous ands} 

N.S.H. 800** 3461 5497 

VIC. 305 1922 3995 

QLD 324 1676 2431 

S.A. 365 787 1336 

W.A. 379 1531 1345 

TAS. 59 212 429 

N.T. 31 270 130 

A.C.T. 59 232 

AUST. 2263 9918 15395 

* Projected Population end of May 1983 derived from Austr,lian 
Demogra[!hic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0 

** Comprising 392 Fine Defaulters and 408 Sentenced Prisoners. 

63.0 

48.1 

68.9 

58.9 

113.8 

49.4 

207.7 

25.4 

64.4 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 52 in New South Wales, 9 in Queensland and 12 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 267 offenders in 
Victoria servTng atfendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners received 
in Queensland for the month include 8 persons sentenced to weekend detention. 

As at 1 May 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Pri soners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POQulation 

N.S.W. 3489 617 17.7 11.2 

VIC. 1893 167 8.8 4.2 

QLD 1693 160 9.5 6.6 

S.A. 777 132 17.0 9.9 

H.A. 1381 146 10.6 10 .. 9 

TAS. 209 12 5.7 2.8 

N.T. 259 49 18.9 37.7 

A.C.T. 59 14 23.7 6.0 

AUST. 9760 1297 13.3 8.4 

COMMENTS 

1. Ouri n9 r~ay 1983 there Has a s 1 i ght decrease in the total number of 
prisoners in Australia, but compared with one year earlier the total is 
considerably higher. Victoria and Western Australia have recorded the 
greatest increases in this twelve month period. 

2. Notwi thstandi n9 th is avera 11 increase the nat i ona 1 impri sonmcnt rate 
of 64.4 for May 1983 is marginally 10Her than the national rate of one year 
earlier due to the general population increase. 

3. The statistics of remand prisoners have remained relatively stable, 
but the differences in remand rates are very significant. They vary from 2.8 
in Tasmania to 37.7 in the Northern Territory. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

29 June 1983 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 85 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during June 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

June 
Slnce 

Males Females Total 
Changes 

Ma~ 1983 June 1982 

N.S.W. 3314 165 3479 + 18 + 25 

VIC. 1894 70 1964 + 42 + 173 

QLD 1634 38 1672 4 + 5 

S.A. 749 24 773 - 14 21 

W.A. 1443 70 1513 - 18 + 94 

TAS. 200 8 208 4 33 

N.T. 261 12 273* + 3 16 

A.C.T. 60 2 62** + 3 + 19 

AUST. 9555 389 9944 + 26 + 246 

* 4 prisoners ;n this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 46 prisoners (including 2 f~males) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during June 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per 
100,000 popu1ation) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rate~ 
Rece; ved ~as above) ~in thousands} 

N.S.W. 750** 3479 5513 

VIC. 331 1964 3996 

QLD 482 1672 2437 

S.A. 347 773 1337 

W.A. 377 1513 1347 

TAS. 49 208 429 

N. T. 47 273 131 

A.C.T. 6 62 232 

AUST. 2389 9944 15422. 

* Projected Population end of June 1983 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarter~ (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 434 Fine Defaulters and 322 Sentenced Prisoners. 
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208.4 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

I.n many jurisdictions s'mall numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 56 in New South Wales, 3 in Queensland and 8 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 270 offenders in 
Victoria serVlng attendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners received 
in Queensland for the month include 14 persons sentenced to weekend detention. 

As at 1 June 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each Jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General POEulation 

N.S.W. 3496 633 18.1 11.5 

VIC. 1962 192 9.8 4.8 

QLD 1684 126 7.5 5.2 

S.A. 789 131 16.6 9.8 

W.A. 1466 147 10.0 10.9 

TAS. 212 13 6.1 3.0 

N.T. 257 49 19.1 37.7 

A.C.T. 61 15 24.6 6.5 

AUST. 9'927 1306 13.2 8.5 

COMMENTS ----
1. During the month of June 1983 there was a slight increase in the total 
number of prisoners in Australia, with the most noticeable increases occurring 
in Victoria and Hew South Wales. Over the past year Victoria and Western 
Australia have recorded the most significant increases. 

2. As at 1 June 1983 there were slightly ~nore unconvicted prisoners on 
remand than one month earlier. The remand figures have increased markedly 
in Victoria but have gone down in Queensland. 

3. The Institute has recently published Prison Statistics for Asia and 
the Pacific Quarterly Summary No. 13 which conta1ns data from 13 countnes 1n 
the reglon. Coples of th1S publlcation are available on request. 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

28 July 1983 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 86 

The daily average numbers of persons.(to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during u1y 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

Jul~ 
Slnce 

Males Females Total 
Chanjes 

June 198 Jul~ 1982 

N.S.W. 3318 161 3479 No change + 59 

VIC. 1939 65 2004 + 40 + 205 

QLD 1683 37 1720 + 48 + 74 

S.A. 762 21 783 + 10 25 

W.A. 1408 67 1475 - 38 + 93 

TAS. 216 5 221 + 13 5 

N.T. 244 10 254* - 19 18 

A.C.T. 60 3 63** + 1 + 23 

AUST. 9630 369 9999 + 55 + 406 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 50 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during July 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per 
100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Popu1ation* Imprisonment Rates. 
Rece; ved ~as·above) {i n thousands} 

N.S.W. 762** 3479 5528 

VIC. 349 2004 3998 

QLD 364 1720 2443 

S.A. 315 783 1338 

W.A. 325 1475 1349 

TAS. 59 221 430 

N.T. 89 254 131 

A.C.T. 63 233 

AUST. 2263 9999 15450 

* Projected Population end of July 1983 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

~* Comprising 431 Fine Defaulters and 331 Sentenced Prisoners. 
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2. 

Work Release, Ped odi c Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners 9n work release programs 
are. included in the daily' average number of prisoners. Some of these 
fi gu res il re: 43 in riel" South !-Jal es, 6 in Queens 1 and and 12 in Hestern 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 273 offenders in 
Victoria servlng attendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners received 
in Queensland for the month include 17 persons sentenced to weekend detention. 

As at 1 July 1983 the actual (as op'posed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each Jurisaiction and the proportlon of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Pri soners on Remand of Remandees of General Po~ulation 

N.S.W. 3442 640 18.6 11.6 

VIC. 2001 182 9.1 4.6 

QLD 1666 125 7.5 5.1 

S.A. 773 125 16.2 9.3 

W.A. 1520 111 7.3 8.2 

TAS. 210 18 8.6 4.2 
" 

N.T. 259 34 13.1 26.0 

A.C.T. 63 18 28.6 7.8 

AUST. 9934 1253 12.6 I 8.1 

COMMENTS 

1. During the month of July 1983 there were increases in the number of 
prisoners held in most Australian jurisdictions, but more importantly, compared 
with one year earlier, there were more than 400 additional prisoners in the 
national total. This trend seems to be more important than are the smaller 
changes observed on a monthly basis. 

2. An examination of the imprisonment rates shows that Victoria now has a 
rate of over 50 for the first time since this series was started in May 1976. 
For severa 1 months in the past Vi ctori a has had an ; mpti sonm€nt rate of 1 ess 
than 40. It is also worthy of note that, as the Northern Territory and 
Western Australian rates are slowly declining, the differences between 
jurisdictions in the use of imprisonment are now less pronounced than they were 
in the past. 

Compiled by David Biles 
i\ct i ng D; rector 

25 August 1983 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 87 

'rhe daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during August 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month 
andover the past year are: 

August 
Changes slnce 

Nales Females Total July 1983 Aug. 1982 

N.S.VI. 3379 160 3539 '+ 60 + 116 

VIC. 1905 71 1976 28 + 157 

QLD 1688 34 1722 + 2 + 77 

S.A. 751 22 773 10 72 

W.A. 1413 61 11174 1 + 83 

TAS. 216 8 224 + 3 5 

N.T. 250 8 258* + 4 3 

A.C.T. 69 4 73** + 10 + 35 

ADST. 9671 368 10039 + 40 + 388 

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 53 prisoners (j.ncluding 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during August 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Pppulation* Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 957** 3539 5544 

VIC. 378 1976 3999 

QLD 471 1722 2449 

S.A. 363 773 1339 

W.A. 339 1474 1352 

TAS. 52 224 430 

N.T. 126 258 131 

A.C.T. 73 233 

AUST. 2686 10039 15477 

* Projected Population end of August 1983 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 505 Fine Defaulters and 452 Sentenced Prisoners. 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic D~tention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 54 in New $outh Wales and 13 in Western Australia. Excluded 
from the prisoner statistics were 294 offenders in Victoria serving attendance 
centre orders, of whom 24 were pre-releasees from prison. The convicted 
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 9 persons sentenced to 
weekend detention. 

As at 1 August: 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody i,n each jurisdiction and the proportion of thene 11110 were> 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percen tage . Rcmandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Rcmandees of General Population -----

N.S.W. 3507 649 18.5 11. 7 

VIC. 1979 174 8.8 4.4 

QLD 172B 104 6.0 4.3 

S.A •. 789 127 16.1 9.5 

W.A. 1454 146 10.0 10.8 

TAS. 228 13 5.7 3.0 

N.T. 252 40 15.9 30.5 

A.C.T. 73 22 30.1 ' 9.4 

AUST. 10010 1275 12.6 8.3 

CONMENTS 

1. The recent trend to increasing numbers of prisoners has continued in 
August 1983 and the national daily average for that month of 10039 was the 
highest recorded since July 1979. The increase in New South Wales numbers 
in August may be due to the curtailment of the release on licence scheme, while 
conversely the slight decrease in Victoria may be due to the transfer of pre­
releasees from prison to attendance centres. 

2. Large differences in imprisonment rates are still to be seen, but it 
is notable that the jurisdictions with the high~st rates, Northern Territory 
and Western Australia, are slowly decreasing, while the Australian Capital 
Territory, the jurisdiction with the lowest rate, is steadily increasing. 

29 September 1983 

Compiled by David Biles 
Acting Director 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTL ()F CRIMINC)LOCY 

10·10 Cul!Jc:I: COlli t, Phillip,A.CT, ;I(jO(i 
P.O. UClX 2U, Wmh:lI. A.C.T, ~!in(j 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AliSTCrllM 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 88 

The daily Ilvel:age numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody clut;ing Septembet; 1983 \'71,tl1 changes in the totals over tht'. past month 
andover the past year are,: 

N.S.H. 

VIC. 

QLD 

W.A. 

S.A. 

TAS. 

N. '1'. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

Male.s 

3455 

1881 

1693 

1395 

743 

224 

237 

57 

9685 

September 

Females 

156 

74 

39 

58 

28 

9 

12 

3 

379 

Total 

3611 

1955 

1732 

1453 

771 

233 

249* 

60** 

10064 

Changcs Sl.nce 
Aug. 1983 Sept. 1982 

+ 72 

21 

+ 10 

21 

2 

+ 9 

9 

13 

+ 25 

+ 189 

+ 124 

+ 73 

+ 

+ 

+ 

28 

65 

6 

22 

16 

+ 349 

* 4 prisonet;R in this total were ser.ving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 46 p!."isoners (il'cluding 2 females) in this total were serving sentences 

in N. S. \~. prisOl',s. 

Tlw table below ohOlvs the number of sentenced prisoners l:eceived in each 
jurisdiction during Septernber 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

W.A. 

S.A. 

TAS. 

N.'f. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

Sentenced 
Prisoncrs 
Received -----

323 

375 

350 

297 

51 

105 

2484 

Daily 'Average 
Prisoners 
(as above) 

3611 

1955 

1732 

1453 

771 

233 

249 

60 

General Populution* 
(in thousands) 

5559 

4000 

2455 

431 

132 

233 

15504 

Imprisonment Rates 

:.. 

65.0 

48.9 

70.5 

107.3 

57.5 

54.1 

188.6 

25.8 

6/,.9 

* rrojected Population cnd of Septemb(~r 1983dm::l';C'd from t\1If;tra1:i.nn 
Dem()~r[Jph:i.c Statistics (~lIaJ:tcrly (Catalogue N(), 3101.0)-----

** ComPi:iHine !)5~ Fine. Defaul tC):S nnd If30 Sentenced l'J;iBoncrs. 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions sml'lll number.s of prisoners on ~1Ork release programs 
ar.e included in the daily avernee number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 60 in Nev1 South Hales, 5 in Queensland and 15 in Hes tern 
Australia. Excluded. from the prisoner statist1.cs were 271 offenders in 
Vic.toda scrv'Ii'ignEi':'e'ndance centre orders, of whom 29 were pre-releasees from 
prison. 'l'he convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 
25 persons sentenced to weekend detention. 

As at. 1 September 1983 the actual (as opposed to dlli.ly average) numbers of 
prisoner.D in cUfltody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand ;u:e sho\om in the table below: 

'rotal Prisoners Percentage Rcmandees per 100,000 
l'riuoners on Remand of Remandees of Generlll Population ---- -----

N.S.W. 3604 617 17.1 11. 1 

VIC. 1949 171 8.8 '1.3 

QLD 1715 '112 6.5 4.6 

H.A. 1415 138 9.8 10.2 

SCA. 785 131 16.7 9.8 

'rAS. 226 14 6.2 3.3 

N.T. 252 46 18.3 35.1 

A.C.T. 57 11 19.3 4.7 -----
AUST. 10003 12110 12.4 8.0 

---------

1. There V1as an overall increalJe in prisoner numbers ill Alwtralia during 
Sept.ember 19113. This vias laqr,~ly due to lhe increase in New South Hales, but 
there \~ere &Iltllll decreases in Victoria and ~lest:ern Al.lstr<tlia. Nevertheless, 
all jurisdJ.ctions eXCl1pt SOllth /lu!;trali,a and the Northern Territory nOH have 
lliehcr. \lumbers of prisoners than one year ago. 

2. Notlvithstnnding these changes in the actual numhe.rs the nati.onal 
impd.sonml?nt rate has changed very little over the pas t tVlelve months. This 
suggests thnt the increase in numbers over this period is almost entirely 
explainable in terms of the increase in the eencl;al popUlation. 

3. The differences but\Oleen jurisdicti.ons in inlj)risonment raten and remand 
rales are still very considerable, however, and have yet to be satisfactol;ily 
explained. 

31 October 1983 

Compiled hy DavJd Biles. :. 
/lctillg Director 

'. 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 89 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during October 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month 
andover the past year are: 

October 
Changes Slnce 

Males Females Total SeEt. 198 Oct. 1982 

N.S.W. 3541 154 3695 + 84 + 227 

VIC. 1891 71 1962 + 7 + 113 

QLD 1683 41 1724 8 + 76 

W.A. 1372 57 1429 - 24 15 

S.A. 758 26 784 + 13 53 

TAS. 225 9 234 + 1 + 8 

N.T. 265 14 279* + 30 + 21 

A.C.T. 59 4 63** + 3 + 10 

AUST. 9794 376 10170 + 106 + 387 

* 3 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 49 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during October 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
Received (as above) (in thousands} 

N.S.W. 738** 3695 5575 66.3 

VIC. 319 1962 4001 49.0 

QLD 375 1724 2461 70.1 

W.A. 310 1429 1341 106.6 

S.A. 347 784 1356 57.8 

TAS. 52 234 431 . - 54.3 

N.T. 122 279 132 211.4 

A.C.T. 63 234 26.9 

AUST. 2263 10170 15531 65.5 

* from Australian Projected Population end of October 1983 derived 
DemograEhic Statistics guarterll (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 362 Fine Defaulters and 376 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(cont'd over page) 



2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 66 in New South Wales, 14 in Queensland and 19 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 266 offenders in 
Victoria serving attendance centre orders, of whom 56 were pre-releasees from 
prison. The convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 
18 persons sentenced to weekend detention. 

As at 1 October 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Pri soners on Remand of Remandees of General Po~ulation 

N.S.W. 3716 643 17.3 11.6 

VIC. 1954 199 10.2 5.0 

QLD 1730 147 8.5 6.0 

W.A. 1384 142 10.3 10.5 

S.A. 189 144 18.3 10.7 

TAS. 237 21 8.9 4.9 

N. To 264 49 18.6 37.1 

A.C.T. 58 11 19.0 4.7 

AUST. 10132 1356 13.4 8.7 

COM~lENTS 

1. During the month of October 1983 prisoner numbers increased in all 
Australian jurisdictions except Hestern Australia and Queensland. The highest 
increases were recorded for New South Hales and the Northern Territory. These 
increases have raised the national imprisonment rate from 64.9 to 65.5 in one 
month. 

2. There was also an increase in the numbers of unconvicted prisoners 
on remand in all jurisdictions during the month and this raised the national 
remand rate from 8.0 to 8.7. At the end of October 1983 l3..4 per cent of 
Australian prisoners were unconvicted remandees. . -

28 November 1983 

Compiled by David 8iles 
Acting Director 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIJ\t\lNOLOGY 

10·18 Colbcc Court. Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
P.O. Box 28;Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 90 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during November 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

N.S.W. 

VIC. 

QLD 

W.A. 

S.A. 

TAS. 

N.T. 

A.C.T. 

AUST. 

November 

~ Females Total 

3582 

1894 

1717 

1372 

751 

235 

269 

54 

9874 

167 

66 

46 

59 

25 

9 

15 

5 

392 

3749 

1960 

1763 

1431 

776 

244 

284* 

59** 

10266 

Changes since 
Oct. 1983 Nov. 1982 

+ 54 

2 

+ 39 

+ 2 

8 

+ 10 

+ 5 

4 

+ 96 

+ 220 

+ 103 

+ 133 

+ 

47 

74 

5 

+ 40 

+ 12 

+ 392 

* 2 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 50 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prieons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during November 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 769** 3749 5590 67.1 

VIC. 411 1960 4002 49.0 

QLD 359 1763 2467 71.5 

W.A. 324 143L 1342 106.6 

s.A. 305 776 1358 57.1 

TAS. 68 244 432 56.5 

N.T. 108 284 133 213.5 

A.C.T. 59 23/~ 25.2 

AUST. 10266 
. 

15558 66.0 2344 , 
.. 

* Projected Population end of November 1983 derived from Australian 
Demoeraphic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 383 Fine Defaulters and 386 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(cont'd over page) 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
fi8ures are: 71 in New South Viales, 5 in Queensland and 16 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prj.soner statistics were 266 offenders in 
Victoria serving attendance centre orders, of whom 62 were pre-releasees from 
prison. The convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 
18 persons sentenced to weekend detention. 

As at 1 November 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who wore 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3743 584 15.6 10.5 

VIC. 1984 196 9.9 4.9 

QLD 1733 114 6.6 4.6 

W.A. 1416 142 10.0 10.6 

S.A. 809 162 20.0 11.9 

TAS. 239 14 5.9 3.2 

N.T. 279 67 24.0 50.8 

A.C.T. 63 11 17.5 4.7 

AUST. 10266 1290 12.6 8.3 

COHHENTS 

1. The trend in recent months towards increasing numbers of prisoners 
continued to be follo~led by most jurisdictions during November 1983. It is 
noticeable that for that month all jurisdictions except l~estern Australia and 
South. AustralJa had appreciably higher numbers than one year earlier. 

2. The November 1983 national total of 10266 prisoners ~TaS the highest 
recorded since t.he commencement of this series in May 1976. However, the 
national imprisonment rate of 66.0 has been exceeded on many occasions 
previously, most notably throughout the whole of 1979. Even though there are 
differences between jurisdictions, the national long-term trend in the. number 
of prisoners seems to follow fairly closely the increase in the general 
population. 

17 January 1984 

Compiled by David Hiles 
Acting Director 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

Director: Wdl,dtll G"rr~Iit" 10·18 Col bee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606 
P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606 

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCR 1M 

AllSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 91 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during December 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

December 
Changes since 

Males Females Total Nov. 1983 Dec. 1982 

N.S.W. 3492 174 3666 83 + 138 

VIC. 1896 66 1962 + 2 + 114 

QLD 1678 39 1717 46 + 100 

W.A. 1353 60 1413 18 106 

S.A. 701 24 725 51 82 

TAS. 238 8 246 + i 37 

N.T. 252 13 265* 19 + 31 

A.C.T. 58 4 62** + 3 + 15 

AUST. 9668 388 10056 - 210 + 173 

* 2 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 50 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 

in N. S. W. prisons. 

!i,<\ table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during December 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoner.s 
per 100,000 popUlation) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Impr.isonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 679** 3666 5605 65.4 

VIC. 317 1962 4003 49.0 

QLD 392 1717 2473 69.4 

W.A. 265 1413' 1343 10~i. 2 

S.A. 300 725 1361 53.3 

TAS. 64 246 432 57.0 

N.T. 98 265 133 199.2 

A.C.T. 62 235 26.4 

AUST. 2115 10056 , 15585 6/h5 

* Pro:lected Population end of December. 1983 derived from Austral:lan 
Demographic Slatist:l.cl} Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.ar-

** Comprising 339 l~ine Defaulters and. 340 Sentenced Prisoners. 

(cont'd over page) 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions' small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 76 in New South Wales, 6 in Queensland and 10 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 280 offenders in 
Victoria serving attendance centre orders, of whom 61 were pre-releasees from 
prison. The convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 
13 persons sentenc.ed to vleekend detention. 

As at 1 December 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and. the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shmm in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3590 478 13.3 8.6 

VIC. 1983 186 9.4 4.6 

QLD 1763 141 8.0 5.7 

\o7.A. 1434 143 10.0 10.7 

S.A. 759 139 18.3 10.2 

TAS. 252 10 4.0 2.3 

N.T. 275 64 23.3 L18.1 

A.C.T. 61 9 Ill. 8 3.8 

AUST. 10117 1170 11.6 7.5 

COMHENTS 

1. The total number of prisoners in Australia decreased markC'dly during 
December 1983, largely due to decreases in New South Wales, South Australia 
and Queensland, but the national total was still hi.gher than it had been one 
year earlier. Over the longer term the only jurisdi.ctions recording decreases 
vlere Western Australia, South Australia and Tasmania. 

2. The numbel: of unconvicted prisoners on 'remand at 1 Deccmber 1983 ,~as 
also lower than the equivalent figure found on.e month earlier in all 
jurisdictions except Queensland. DIfferences between jurisdictions in the 
use of remand in cu!)tody are most drmuatically shovm, however, by the remand 
ratcs (rC!1nandees pp..r 100.,000 population) which varied between 2.3 and 118.J 

Compi.led by Duvld Biles 
Act1.ng Director 

25 January 198 /t 



JfJ¥tt AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

-!!JJ~~~~r~(~l~(~t!- Director: Professor Richard W. Harding 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 92 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during January 1984 witl:1 changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

J antJa rx 
Changes Slnce 

~ Females Total Dec. 1983 Jan. 1983 

J N.S.W. 3509 180 3689 + 23 + 223 

VIC. 1855 67 ·1922 - 40 + 111 

QLD 1685 44 1729 + 12 + 113 

~l.A • 1354 60 1414 + 1 - 110 

S.A. 630 28 658 L ~ - 67 - 131 

TAS. 220 9 229 - 17 ,- 18 

N.T. 246 12 258* 7 + 32 

.t\.C. T. 51 3 54** 8 + 4 

AUST. 9550 403 9953 - 93 + 224 

* 2 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 45 ~risoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences 

in .S.W. prisons. . . 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during January 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Pri soners Pri soners General Population* Imprisonment Rates 
Received (as above) (i n thousands)' 

N.S:W. 655** 3689 5621 65.6 

VIC. 335 1922 4004 48.0 

QLD 262 1729 2476 69.8 

W.A. 311 " 1414 . 1344 105.2 

S.A. 331 658 1363 48.3 

TAS. 34 229 432 53.0 

N.T. 73 258 133 194.0 

A.C.T. 54 236 22.9 

AU$T. 2001 9953 1560~ 63.8 

* Projected Popul ation end of January 1,984 derived from Austral ian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 441 Fine Defaulters and 21~ Sentenced Prisoners.· 

10-Hl Coll)<,<, Court, Phillip,AO 2&Ob. 

Telcf'hof1c; 62 2111 
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2. 

Work Release, Periooic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 75 in New South Wales, 5 in Queensland and 15 in Western 
Australia. Excluoed from the prisoner statistics were 252 offenders in 
Victoria f,ervTii""§aITendance centre orders, of whom 72 were pre-releasees from 
prison. The convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 
7 persons sentenced to weekend oetention. 

As at 1 January 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numhers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at 31 December 1983 are also 
shown in this table. 

Total Federal Pri soners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Pri soners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Poeulation 

N.S.H. 3672 159 502 13.7 9.0 

VIC. 1913 49 188 9.8 4.7 
L ' 

QLD 1715 31 99 5.8 4.0 

W.A. 1363 28 115 8.4 8.6 

S.A. 640 16* 109 17.0 8.0 

TAS. 239 2 16 6.7 3.7 

N.T. 251 14 37 14.7 27.8 

A.C.T. 55 10 18.2 4.2 

AUST. 9848 299 1076 10 .9 6.9 

* 4 of the Federal pri soners in South Australia \'iere transferred from 
the Northern Territory. 

COMMENTS 

1. For the second month in a row the total numher of prisoners in 
Australia decreased slightly during January 1934, with the major decreases 
occurring in South Australia (almost certainly as a result of new parole 
legislation), in Victoria and in Tasmania. The national imprisonment 
rate has dropped fl'om 66.0 to 63.8 over the past two months. 

2. In addition to the overall tendency towards lower prison populat-
ions, the numbers of unconvicted prisoners on remand in most jurisdictions 
were also lower on 1 January 1984 than they were one month earlier. 

3. It is pleasing to note that this edition of Australian Prison Trends 
contains, for the first time in many months, full ini"ormabon about the 
numbers of sentenced prisoners received in each jurisdiction as well as 
basic data on the numbers of Federal prisoners. 

I 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

29 February 1984 



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 

Director: Proressor Richard W, Ilardil1g 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 93 

The daily aVel'anp. numhers of persons (to the near'est \~hol e number) hel din 
custody during February 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

, _______________ B~.r:l!~y 
--CllcTfl ~jc-s-~nTtr.(;--------

Males FClllales Total ,Jan!...l~i_~~l.?. IlJ83 

N.S.H. 3305 Hi1 3466 223 + 9 

VIC. 1873 67 1940 + 18 + 93 

QLD 1733 46 1779 + 50 + 127 

\-1. A. 1400 69 1469 + 55 91 

S.I\. 639 28 667 + 9 - lOR 

TAS. 211 9 220 9 5 

N.T. 269 14 283* + 25 + 44 

A.C.T. 62 2 64** -I- 10 + 12 

/\lIST. 9492 396 98138 - 65 + 81 

* ? prisoners in this total vlP.rC' serving scntpncps in S.A. pl'isons. 
H 43 ~rtsoners,(including 1 female) in this total were servinu sentencps 

in loS.H. pr150ns. 

The tabll' I>clov/ 5hOl'IS the IlIJlIlhcr' of sentenced prison(~rs I'£~cniv('d in ('ach 
jurisdiction dlwing rehru(1ry 19!111 as well as the ililprisonment ratr!s (prisoner's 
per lOn,ODO population) based on daily aver'ages. 

Sentenced [)aily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment I~ates 
Received (as ahove) (i 1\ thousand~)_ 

N.S .vJ. 206** 3466 5636 61.5 

VIC. 515 1940 4005 48.4 

QLD 365 1779 2482 71.7 

vJ .A. 322 1469 1345 109.2 

S.I\. 323 667 1366 48.8 

TAS. 48 220' 433 50.R 

N.T. 116 283 134 211.2 

A.C.T. 64 236 ?7.J 

AUST. 1895 9888 15537 63.2 

----------- -~-----------------

* Projected Population pm! of Fehr'uary lCJfJ4 o(!I'ived frolll Austr«lian 
])o[llo\lraphic Statistics Quarterly (Catal()~Jue No. 3101.0-y-----

** Comprising 114 Fine Defaulters and n ~entcnc~d Prisoners. 

(cont'd over pan~) ___ •• __ ~ __ ., .. __ ..... _____ w ___ .... ___ • _____ ... _____ ._. ___ .. ~ __ .............. _ .. __ ,..,. __ ..... __ ..... ~ .. _ .. ~_ ......... . 
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2. 

Work Release, Pr.riorlic Detention and Attendance Cpntre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numhers of prisoners on work r01~Hse programs 
are incluoNI in the dailY a,ver:ag(! number of prisonprs. Som8 of th(!$(' 
fiYlCres-are: gp, 'in 11I~~1 South Hales, 6 'jn OUflGIlSland andlb ill IJeslC!I'1l 
AusLraliCl. Fxclud0d fl'OIll the prisoner statist'ics ~iere 21\7 offronder's in 
Vi ctori a se rv, 119 afte-ndance tent re orders, of whom 71 vie I'e pre- I'e 1 easees froril 
prison. The convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 
10 persons sentenced to weekend detention. 

As at 1 February 19R4 the actual (as opposed to daily avera~le) nllmbers of 
prisoners in custody in pach jUI'isdiction and the proportion of th(~se who I'lere 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Pri soners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
P ri sonc>rs on Remand of Remandees of General Porul~tion 

N.S.H. 3687 556 15.1 9.9 

VIC. 1936 208 10.7 5.2 

OLD 1780 167 9.4 6.7 

H.A. 14Hi 152 10.7 11.3 

S.A. 648 115 17.7 8.4 

TAS. 219 2· 0.9 0.5 

N.T. 265 57 21.5 4?9 

A.C.T. 61 18 29.5 7.6 

AllST. 10012 1275 12.7 8.2 

Cot~MENTS 
, 

1. The rl10st stri ki ng aspect of the Fehruary 19R4 data is th0. 1 arge 
decrease in the numbers of prison0.rs in New South viales, together with the drop 
i 11 the nllmbers of sentenced pri soners recei ved in that State. These clliln~Jes 
were almost certainly dlle to a protracted industrial dispute which occurred 
during this time. 

2. In all other jurisdictions except Tasmania there were small increases 
in numbers during February. There has also been a marked increllsc in the 
nllmhE!rs of uncnnvictcd prisoners on remand in 1111 jurisdictions except 
Ta smani a. On 1 rob ruo ry remandees compri sed 12.7 percent of the total pri son 
population compared vlith 10.9 percent one month ear'lier. 

3. The Institute has just published another edition of Prison Statistics 
for' Asia Ilnd the Pacific v/hich contains data from 12 countrie's. ---CCij'i'ies ar;e--
avallable on reqlJesr.- .. 

Compiled by D'lvid Hiles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

28 11arch 1984 



JtJ!:.i"l AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 
-l!.~t~~~;tcz~~~c: Director. Proressor Richard W. Harding 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 94 

The daily average ~umbers of persnns (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody du ri ng ~la rch -19R4 wi th changes in the to\.a 1 s over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

March 
Changes Slnce 

Males F':malp.s Total Feb. lqR4 Mar. 19R3 

N.S.W. 3002 140 3142 - 324 ~ 386 

VIC. 1889 73 1962 + 22 + 85 

QLO 1737 43 1780 + 1 + 76 

W.A. 1414 67 1481 + 12 - 124 

S.A. 637 22 659 8 - 142 

TAS. 225 8 233 + 13 + 31 

N.T. 259 15 274* 9 + 16 

A.C.T. 52 1 53** - .1l 1 

A\lST. 9215 369 9584 - 304 - 445 

* 2 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in 
** 38 Nrisoners (including 1 female) in this total were 

S ./1.. pri sons. 
serving sentences 

in .S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during March 1984 as ~Iell as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Da11y Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment 
Received (as ahove) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 787** 3142 5652 

VIC. 335 1962 4006 

QLD 300 1780 2488 

W.A. 326 1481 1346 

S.A. 293 659 1368 

TAS. 82 233 433 

N.T. 113 274 134 

A.C.T. 53 237 

AUST. 2236 9584 15664 

* Projected Population end of r~arch 1984 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 324 Fine Oefaulters and 463 Sentenced Prisoners. 

55.6 

49.0 

71.5 

110 .0 

48.2 

53.8 

204.5 

22.4 

61.2 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 100 in New South Wales, 7 in Queensland and 13 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 254 offenders in 
Victoria serving attendance centre orders, of whom 52 were pre-releasees from 
prison. The convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 
1 person sentenced to weekend detention. . 

As at 1 March 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
P ri soners on Remand of Remandees of General Po~ulation 

N.S.H. 2943 513 17.4 9.1 

VIC. 1964 186 9.5 4.6 

QLD 1780 125 7.0 5.0 

W.A. 1481 155 10.5 11.5 

S.A. 672 133 19.8 9.7 

TAS. 229 8 3.5 1.8 

N.T. 281 57 20.3 42.5 

A.C.T. 49 12 24.5 5.1 

AUST. 9399 1189 12.7 7.6 

COMMENTS 

1. There has been a further decrease in the numbers of prisoners in 
Australia during March 1984. This is almost entirely due to the reduced 
numbers in New South Wales which came about as a result of additional 
remissions being granted during a protracted industrial dispute which lasted 
until 12 t1arch. 

2. Trends over a twelve month period show thL~ New South Wales, South 
Australia and Western Australia have markedly reduced their prison populations, 
while increases are shown for Victoria and Oueensland. Overall, the national 
imprisonment rate for March 1984 of 61.2 is the lowest found since this series 
started in May 1976. The differences in rates between jurisdictions are, 
however, almost as large as has been found at any time. 

2 May 1984 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Director (Research) 

Assisted by Marjorie Johnson 
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Director: Professor Richard W. Harding 

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 95 

The daiLy average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) he ld in 
custody during ApriL 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

ApriL 
Changes Slnce 

MaLes FemaLes TotaL Mar. 1984 Apr. 1983 

N.S.W. 3156 146 3302 + 160 226 

VIC. 1913 70 1983 + 21 + 106 

QLD 1772 42 1814 + 34 + 110 

W.A. 1427 67 1494 + 13 111 

S.A. 596 12 608 51 193 

TAS. 234 6 240 + 7 + 38 

N. To 262 14 276* + 2 + 18 

A.C.T. 54 2 56** + 3 + 2 

AUST. 9414 359 9773 + 189 256 

* 2 in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. pr~soners 
** 41 prlsoners (including 1 femaLe) in this totaL were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The tabLe beLow shows the number of sentenced received in each 
jurisdiction during ApriL 1984 as weLL as the 

?risoners 
imprisonment rates (p ri soners 

per 100,000 popuLation) based on daiLy averages. 

Sentenced Dai Ly Average 
Prisoners Prisoners GeneraL PopuLation* Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 776** 3302 5667 

VIC. 326 1983 4007 

QLD 285 1814 2494 

W.A. 322 1494 1370 

S.A. 274 608 1347 

TAS. 58 240 434 

N. T. 123 276 135 

A.C.T. 56 237 

AUST. 2164 9773 15691 

* Projected PopuLation end of ApriL 1984 derived from AustraLian 
Demographic Statistics QuarterLy (CataLogue No. 3101.0) 

58.3 

49.5 

72.7 

109.1 

45.1 

55.3 

204.4 

23.6 

62.3 

** Comprising 426 Fine DefauLters and 350 Sentenced Prisoners. 
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2. 

Work ReLease, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions smaLL numbers of prisoners on work reLease p grams 
are included in the dai ly average number of prisoners. Some of H ;Je 
figures are: 99 in New South WaLes, 23 in QueensLand and 12 in Western 
AustraLia. ExcLuded from the prisoner statistics were 273 offenders in 
Victoria servlng attendance centre orders, of whom 99 were pre-reLeasees from 
prison. 

As at 1 ApriL 1984 the actuaL (as opposed to daiLy average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who 
were on remand are shown in the tabLe beLow. The number of FederaL 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at ApriL 1984 are aLso 
shown in this tabLe. 

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remanciees of GeneraL PopuLation 

N.S.W. 3349 144 639 19.1 11.3 

VIC. 2017 48 163 8.1 4. i 

QLD 1815 28 131 7.2 5.3 

W.A. 1500 28 161 10.7 11.8 

S.A. 629 12* 141 22.4 10.5 

TAS. 239 15 6.3 3.5 

N. T. 275 13 42 15.3 31.3 

A.C.T. 52 12 23.1 5.1 

AUST. 9876 274 130/. 13.2 0.3 

* 4 of the FederaL prisoners in South AustraLia were transferred from 
the Northern Territory. 

COMMENTS 

1. Ouring the month of April 1984 there was a significant increase in 
the number of prisoners in AustraLia. This increase was aLmost totaLLy the 
result of h1gher numbers in New South WaLes. On the other hand the figures 
for South AustraLia have shown a marked decrease during this period. This 
change has brought the south Australian imprisonmment rate well below that of 
any other State, but not as Low as that of the A.C.T. 

2. Notwithstanding the overaLL increase in numbers during ApriL the 
nationaL figure is stiLL Lower than it was tweLve months earLier. This;s 
aLso the case in New South WaLes, Western AustraLia and South AustraLia. 

3. The data in the statistical table above incLude the numbers of FederaL 
prisoners in each jurisdiction. From this tabLe it can also be seen that on 
1 ~priL 1984 13.2 per cent of AustraLian prisoners were unconvicted remandees. 
This is a higher proportion than is usualLy found. 

25 May 1984 

Compiled by David Biles 
Assistant Oirector (Research) 

Assisted by Marjorie Johnson 
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AUSTRALIAN Pkl~ON TRENDS - NO. 96 

The ·daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whoLe number) heLd in 
custody during May 1984 with changes ;n the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

May 

MaLes Females 

N.S.W. 3021 144 

VIC. 1888 65 

QLD 1731 45 

W.A. 1457 67 

S.A. 577 17 

TAS. 235 6 

N.T. 269 13 

A.C.T. 65 3 

AUST. 9243 360 

Total 

3165 

1953 

1776 

1524 

594 

241 

282* 

68** 

9603 

Changes S1nce 
Apr. 1984 May 1983 

- 137 

- 30 

- 38 

+ 30 

- 14 

+ 1 

+ 6 

+ 12 

- 170 

- 296 

+ 31 

+ 100 

7 

193 

+ 29 

+ 12 

+ 9 

- 315 

* 2 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons. 
** 45 prisoners (incLuding 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W. prisons. 

The tabLe beLow shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during May 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners GeneraL PopuLation* Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 791** 3165 5683 

VIC. 472 1953 4009 

QLD 378 1776 2500 

W.A. 394 1524 1373 

S.A. 314 594 1348 

TAS. 71 241 434 

N.T. 111 282 135 

A.C.T. 68 238 

AUST. 2531 9603 15720 

* Projected PopuLation end of May 1984 derived from AustraLian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 401 Fine DefauLters and 390 Sentenced Prisoners. 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figllres are: 80 in New South Wales, 17 in Queensland and 9 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 285 offenders in 
Victoria serv1ng attendance centre orders at the end of May, of whom 136 
were pre-releasees from prison. 

As at 1 M~y 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the tabLe below: . 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remi:mdees of General PopuLation 

N.S.W. 3226 592 18.'. 10.4 

VIC. 1966 181 9.2 'it. 5 

QLD 1812 127 7.0 5.'1 

W.A. 1421 136 9.6 9.9 

S.A. 620 136 21.9 10.1 

TAS. 236 11 4.7 2.5 

N.T. 279 43 15.4 31.9 

A.C.T. 62 19 30.6 8.0 

AUST. 9622 1245 12.9 7.9 

COMMENTS 

1. During the month of May 1984 there was an overaLL decrease in the 
number of prisoners in Australia, which very nearly compensated for the 
increase that had occurred in the previous month. The most significant 
decrease occurred in New South Wales, but there was a small increase in numbers 
in Western Australia and in the two Territories. 

2. The most noticeable changes in the past twelve months have been the 
decreasing numbers in New South Wales and South Australia and the increase in 
Queensland. The South Australian imprisonment rate of 44.1 is the lowest 
recorded for any State for over two years. The national rate of 61.1 is also 
the lowest reco~ed since this series was started in May 1976. 

3. On 1 May 1984 the totaL number of unconvicted prisoners on remand was 
lower than one month earlier. The remand numbers decreased in nearly all 
jurisdictions, but there were small increases in Victoria and the two 
Territories. 

29 June 1984 

Compiled by David Biles 
Deputy Director 

Assisted by Marjorie Johnson 



AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 97 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during June 1984 with 
and over the past year are: 

changes in the totals over the past month 

June 
Changes S1nce 

MaLes Females Total May 1984 June 1983 

N.S.W. 2927 151 3078 87 401 

VIC. 1870 62 1932 21 32 

QLD 1790 42 1832 + 56 + 160 

W.A. 1463 69 1532 + 8 + 19 

S.A. 540 17 557 37 216 

TAS. 234 6 240 + 32 

N. T • 243 14 257* -, 25 16 

A.C.T. 60 3 63** 5 + 

AUST. 9127 364 9491 - 112 453 

* 1 prisoner in this total was serving sentence in an S.A. prison. 
** 43 prisoners (including 1 female) ;n this total were serving sentences 

in N.S.W~ prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during June 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per 
100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 821** 3078 5698 

VIC. 357 1932 4010 

QLD 352 1832 2506 

W.A. 1532 1375 

S.A. 264 557 1349 

TAS. 53 240 434 

N.T. 88 257 135 

A.C.T. 63 238 

AUST. 9491 15745 

* Projected Population end of June 1984 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 400 Fine Defaulters and 421 Sentenced Prisoners. 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions smaLL numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 62 in New South Wales, 7 in Queensland and 7 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 289 offenders in 
Victoria serv1ng attendance centre orders at the end of June, of whom 198 
were pre-releasees from prison. 

As at 1 June 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were 
on remand are shown in the table below: 

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population 

N.S.W. 3086 604 19.6 10.6 

VIC. 1933 178 9.2 4.4 

QLD 1776 104 5.9 4.2 

W.A. 1510 137 9.1 10.0 

S.A. 576 125 21.7 9.3 

TAS. 244 17 7.0 3.9 

N.T. 286 53 18.5 39.3 

A.C.T. 66 24 36.4 10. , 

AUST. 9477 1242 13.1 7.9 

COMMENTS 

1. The number of prisoners fell in nearly all jurisdictions during June 
1984, but there were changes in the opposite direction in Queensland and 
Western Australia. Compared with one year earlier the total number of 
prisoners was considerably lower with the major decreases occurring in New 
South Wales and South Australia. 

2. Significant differences in imprisonment rates betwen jurisdictions 
continue to be observed, but for June 1984 it is notable that only the Northern 
Territory, Western Australia and Queensland had higher rates than the national 
rate of 60.3. Also of interest is the very low rate for South Australia. 

3. The numbers of unconvicted prisoners on remand have changed little 
from 1 May to 1 June 1984, but there was a slight decrease in Queensland and 
small increases in Tasmania and the Northern Territory. It is also notable 
that the A.C.T. on 1 June had a remand rate higher than the national rate. 

2 August 1984 

Compiled by David Biles 
Deputy Director 

Assisted by Marjorie Johnson 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 98 

The daily average numbers of persons <to the nearest whole number> heLd in 
custody during JuLy 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

July 
Changes s, ;1ce 

Males Females Total June 1984 J.uLy 1983 

N.S.W. 2858 153 3011 - 67 - 468 

VIC. 1858 61 1919 - 13 85 

QLD 1816 38 1854 + 22 + 134 

W.A. 1408 67 1475 57 No change 

S.A. 574 25 599 + 42 - 1 <? ~ 

TAS. 229 6 235 5 + 14 

N.T. 232 12 244 - 13 10 

A. C. T. 59 2 61* 2 2 

AUST. 9034 364 9398 - 93 - 601 

* 42 prisoners (including 1 female) in this totaL were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during July 1984 as well as the 
100,000 popuLation) based on daily averages. 

imprisonment rates (prisoners per 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners GeneraL PopuLation* Imprisonment Rates 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 712** 3011 5714 52.7 

VIC. 341 1919 4011 47~8 

QLD 300 1854 2512 73.8 

W.A. 384 1475 1377 107.1 

S.A. 302 599 1350 44.4 

TAS. 71 235 435 54.0 

N.T. 83 244 136 179.4 

A.C.T. 61 239 25.5 

AUST. 2193 9398 15774 59.6 

* Projected Population end of July 1984 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 412 Fine Defaulters and 300 Sentenced Prisoners. 
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t. 
Work ReLease, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions smaLL numbers of prisoners on work reLease programs 
are incLuded in the daiLy average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 43 in New South WaLes, 7 in Queensland and 12 in Western 
AustraLia. Excluded from the pri~oner statistics were 287 offenders in 
Victoria servlng attendance centre llrdp.rs and 202 pre-releasees from 
prison at the end of July. 

As at 1 JuLy 1984 the actual (as 0pp00ed to daiLy average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdict)~n are shown in the table below. 
This table also shows the number of Fede.".l prisoners in each jurisdiction, 
and the numbers of unconvicted prisoners on remand. The percentage of 
remandees and the remand rate (remandees per 100,000) are also shown. 

Total Federa l Prisoners Percentage 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees Remand Rate 

N.S.W. 3042 102 580 19.1 10.2 

VIC. 1916 39 173 9.0 4.3 

QLD 1864 26 148 7.9 5.9 

W.A. 1539 25 117 7.6 8.5 

S.A. 564 12* 118 20.9 8.8 

TAS. 241 18 7.5 4.2 

N.T. 242 13 41 16.9 30.4 

A.C.T. 55 16 29.1 6.7 

AUST. 9463 218 1211 12.8 7.7 

* 3 of the Federal prisoners in South Australia were transferred from 
the Northern Territory. 

COMMENTS 

1. The total number of prisoners in Austr~lia again fell during July 
1984 with the national imprisonment rate coming down to 59.6. The major 
decreases occurred in New South Wales and Western Australia, while 
increases occurred dUring the month in South Australia and Queensland. 

2. This issue of AustraLian Prison Trends includes details of the 
numbers of Federal prlsoners ln each Jurlsdlction. Hopef~lly, these data 
will be incLuded in all future issues. 

3. Apologies are offered for the typing error in Australian Prison 
Trends No. 97 which resuLted in the imprisonment rate tor the Northern 
terrltory belng shown as 109.4. The correct figure should have been 
190.4. The correct figure for JuLy is 179.4, the lowest recorded for that 
jurisdiction. 

31 August 1984 

Compiled by David Biles 
Deputy Director 

Assisted by Marjorie Johnson 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 99 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during August 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month and 
over the past year are: 

August 
Changes since 

Males Females Total July 1984 AU3~ 

N.S.W. 2987 153 3140 + 129 399 

VIC. 1876 66 1942 + 23 34 

QLD 1825 39 1864 + 10 + 142 

W.A. 1426 72 1498 + 23 + 24 

S.A. 592 23 615 + 16 158 

TAS. 241 7 248 + 13 + 24 

N.T. 230 13 243 1 15 

A.C.T. 56 2 58* 3 15 

AUST. 9233 375 9608 + 210 431 

* 44 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during August 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 popu1ati.on) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners 

(as above) 
General Population* Imprisonment 

Received (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 775** 3140 5729 

VIC. 449 1942 4012 

QLD 370 1864 2518 

W.A. 355 1498 1379 

S.A. 295 615 1351 

TAS. 92 248 435 

N.T. 120 243 136 

A.C.T. 58 239 

AUST. 2456 9608 15799 

* Projected Population end of August 1984 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 459 Fine Defaulters anrl 316 S~ntpncprl Prisoners. 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 41 in New South Wales, 15 in Queensland and 8 in Western 
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 307 offenders in 
Victoria serving attendance centre orders and 162 pre-r.eleasees from 
prison at the end of August. 

As at 1 August 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction are shown in the table below. 
This table also shows the number of Federal prisoners in each jurisdiction, 
and the numbers of unconvicted prisoners on remand. The percentage of 
remandees and the remand rate (remandees per 100,000) are also shown. 

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees Remand Rate 

N.S.W. 3009 97 635 21.1 11.1 

VIC. 1949 38 172 8.8 4.3 

QLD 1868 27 129 6.9 5.1 

W.A. 1540 27 124 8.1 9.0 

S.A. 613 11* 134 21.9 9.9 

TAS. 236 2 12 5.1 2.8 

N.T. 247 11 47 19.0 34.6 

A.C.T. 56 16 28.6 6.7 

AUST. 9518 213 1269 13.3 8.0 

* 3 of the Federal ~risoners in South Australia were transferred from 
the Northern Territory. 

COMMENTS 

1. All States recorded increases in the numbers of persons in prison 
during August 1984, with the largest increase occurring in New South Wales. 
The national total for that month, however, is considerably lower than it 
was one year earlier. Over this longer period the only large increase has 
occurred in Queensland. 

2. Only small changes have occurred in the imprisonment rates and 
remand rates over the past month, but very significant differences between 
jurisdictions on these two measures are still to be seen. 

28 September 1984 

Compiled by David Biles 
Deputy Director 

Assisted by Marjorie Johnson 
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 100 

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in 
custody during September 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month 
and over the past year are: 

September 
Changes since 

Males Females Total Aug. 1984 Sept. 1983 

N.S.W. 2921 163 3084 56 527 

VIC. 1852 78 1930 12 25 

QLD 1830 47 1877 + 13 + 145 

W.A. 1384 52 1436 62 17 

S.A. 611 24 635 + 20 136 

TAS. 254 7 261 + 13 + 28 

N.T. 245 15 260 + 17 + 11 

A.C.T. 57 2 59* + 1 1 

AUST. 9154 388 9542 66 522 

* 46 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences 
in N.S.W. prisons. 

The table below· shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each 
jurisdiction during September 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners 
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages. 

Sentenced Daily Average 
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment 
Received (as above) (in thousands) 

N.S.W. 780** 3084 5745 53.7 

VIC. 377 1930 4013 48.1 

QLD 341 1877 2524 74.4 

W.A. 261 1436 1382 103.9 

S.A. 238 635 1352 47. t) 

TAS. 57 261 436 59.9 

N.T. 157 260 137 189.8 

A.C.T. 59 240 24.6 

AUST. 2211 9542 15829 60.3 

* Projected Population end of September 1984 derived from Australian 
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0) 

** Comprising 364 Fine Defaulters and 416 Sentenced Prisoners. 
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2. 

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data 

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs 
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these 
figures are: 50 in New South Wales, 14 in Queensland and 9 in Western 
Australia. 

As at 1 September 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of 
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction are shown in the table below. 
This table also shows the number of Federal prisoners in each jurisdiction, 
and the numbers of unconvicted prisoners on remand. The percentage of 
remandees and the remand rate (remandees per 100,000) are also shown. 

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage 
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees Remand Rate 

N.S.W. 3022 96 599 19.8 10.5 

VIC. 1958 36 173 8.8 4.3 

QLD 1889 29 146 7.7 5.8 

W.A. 1442 26 121 8.4 8.8 

S.A. 620 14* 141 22.7 10./1 

TAS. 257 3 19 7.4 4.4 

N.T. 234 13 39 16.7 28.7 

A.C.T. 61 16 26.2 6.7 

AUST. 9483 217 1254 13.2 7.9 

* 3 of the Federal prisoners in South Australia were transferred from 
the Northern Territory. 

COMMENTS 

1. During the month of September 1984 there was a slight decrease in 
the total number of prisoners in Australia, but compared with one year 
earlier the decrease was over 500. It is notable, however, that both in 
the short and long term the numbers have increased in Queensland, Tasmania 
and the Northern Territory. 

2. To mark the publication of this the one hundredth edition of 
Australian Prison Trends, the Institute will shortly publish a volume which 
contains the full series. This will include an introduction which reviews 
the development of this series since May 1976. Copies of this volume will 
be forwarded to the contributing agencies. 

3. As this is an historic occasion it is clearly appropriate for me to 
offer my warm thanks to all of the staff of the corrections departments 
throughout Australia who have co-operated so willingly and enthusiastically 
with the production of Australian Prison Trends for more than eight years. 

29 October 1984 

Compiled by David Biles 
Deputy Director 

Assisted by Marjorie Johnson 




