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INTRODUCTION

This publication comprises copies of the first 100 statistical
bulletins, Australian Prison Trends, which have been published by the

Australian Institute of Criminology each month since May 1976. The
consolidation of these bulletins is, to some extent, of historical
interest, as it places in convenient form a large collection of
otherwise scattered statistical information, but it also may be of
interest in that it demonstrates how a statlstical collection develops
and extends over time. Thus this publication. can be seen as a case
study of an evolutionary approach to the improvement of criminal

justice statistics.

The idea of producing a monthly collection of Australian
prison statistics came from a seminar on penal measures conducted by
the Institute in early 1976 at which reference was made to the
differences in imprisonment rates (prisoners per 100,000 population)
between Australian jurisdictions. Several prison administrators were
participants in this seminar and they suggested that the figures that
had been quoted were out of date. More importantly, they offered to
supply more up—to—date statistics for their own jurisdictions.
Following further informal discussions and some correspondence a
simple data collection sheet was designed and circulated. At that
time all.that was collected was the daily average numbers of male and
female prisoners in gazetted institutions for adults for the relevant
month in each jurisdiction. These figures were reproduced and, after
the first issue, converted into imprisonment rates in Australian
Prison Trends, which, for the first twelve months was circulated only
to the prison administrators themselves. Also during the first year
of publication an attempt was made to show changes over time in the
size of the prison populations. Some brief interpretative comments

were included in most issues.

After a year of publication, and with the agreement of the
administfators, circulation was widened to include the Chief Justices
in each State and Territory and a small number of research organisat-—
jions. This monthly publication aroused considerable interest,
especially in‘the imprisonment rates, and during the second year the
collection was extended to include basic information on the numbers of

unconvicted prisconers on remand for the first day of each month.
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Initially the remand statistics were published simply as crude numbers
and as a percentage of the total prisomers for each jurisdiction, but
<ome administrators pointed out that this gave a misleading picture,
particularly for those jurisdictions with low imprisonment rates.
Hence, from 1 November 1977 (issue No. 18) the remand figures were

alse presented as rates per 100,000 population.

Also approximately at that time, with the co-operation of the
Federal Attorney-General's Department, 1t became possible to list the
Australlan Capital Territory as a separate jurisdiction, even though
the majority of A.C.T. prisoners were (and still are) held in New
South Wales prisons. From August 1978 a further refinement was made
which allowed the (then not inconsiderable) numbers of Northern
Territory prisoners who were serving sentences in other jurisdictions
to be identified. Thus, as it evolved, the collection became as much
of interest to judges and magistrates as it was to prison administ-
rators. The imprisonment and remand rates were increasingly being

seen as a direct reflection of sentencing and bail decision-making.

As a supplement to an issue of Australian Prison Trends in

1979 a prison occupancy survey was conducted. This showed that while
the overall prison occupancy rate was 88.9 per cent, the rates
(excluding the A.C.T.) varied from 65.3 per cent in Tasmania to 103.4
per cent in Western Australia! Even though this survey was more
difficult to undertake than anticipated, it probably should bhe

repeated from time to time.

Some small improvements were made to the collection in late
1978 by adding information about work release and attendance centre
programs, but in July 1980, again with the co—operation of the
Federal Attorney-General's Department, the numbers of Federal
prisoners in each jurisdiction were added. 1Initially these data were
included each quarter, but later they were included each month. From
November 1980 information was added on the numbers of sentenced
prisoners received each month ‘in each jurisdictiom. Theoretically,
this additional datum can be used, together with the daily averape
numbers of prisoners, less remandees, to calculate the average time

served under sentence in each jurisdiction.
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No further significant changes have been made to Australian
Prison Trends in recent years, but the extent of the development of
this series can be readily seen by comparing earlier issues with the
most recent. This development illustrates the interaction of supply
and demand with regard to criminal justice statistics. 1In this case
it was the suppliers of the information, the prison administrators,
who frequently demanded that more information be included in the
monthly bulletins. Furthermore, particularly following the public-
ation of synopses of the monthly data in the Institute's quarterly,
Reporter, outside interest in the series increased and this led to a

demand for more and better information.

The data from Australian Prison Trends have been cited in many

publications, including reports of the Australian Law Reform

Commission, and undoubtedly there is now a much wider public under-
standing of the numbers of people in prison in Australia than there
was, say, ten years ago. But perhaps of even greater importance is

the fact that Australian Prison Trends prompted the development of a

number of parallel criminal justice data series. These include

Juveniles under Detention, which commenced as a monthly publication in

January 1977 under the direction of Dr Satyanshu Mukherjee, but hecame
a quarterly publication in January 1982 after negotilations with
Welstat, the agency with whom the work is undertaken and which is
responsible to the Welfare Ministers' Conference. Another series,

National Probation and Parole Statistics, now renamed Australian

Community Corrections Data, was initiated in 1978 under the direction

of Mr Ivan Potas. This is a monthly publication which is complement—

ary to Australian Prison Trends. (Both of these more recent

collections have also expanded considerably since their humble

beginnings.) Finally, a quarterly publication, Prison Statistics for

Asia and the Pacific was started in May 1980. This contains basic

data from fifteen countries in the region and is closely integrated
wich the work of the Annual Conference of Correctional Administrators

for Asia and the Pacific.

Pogsibly the most important consequence of the monthly

publication of Australian Prison Trends has been the development of

annual censuses of all Australian prisoners. Pressure for this

development came from a number of directions. A conference of Chief
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Justices in 1980 asked if the Institute could do more to explain the
differences in imprisonment rates by identifying the different types
of prisoners in each jurisdiction, and a meeting of correctional
administrators the following year recommended to the Conference of
Correctional Services Ministers that a uniform national prison census
be conducted in collaboration with the Institute. Censuses have been
conducted on 30 June 1982, 1983 and 1984 with the results being widely
recognised as invaluable for both planning and further research. A
parallel census of persons undergoing community-based corrections is

in preparation for 1985.

The detailed negotiations and administration of these censuses
is now undertaken by a body named the National Correctional Statistics
Committee which 1s responsible to the Conference of Correctional
Services Ministers. This committee meets once or twice a year and
comprises representatives of all corrections departments, the
Australian Bureau of Statistics and the Institute. The committee also
has an advisory role in relation to the Institute's monthly and

quarterly data collections.

This brief statement of the development and impact of

Australian Prison Trends should not leave the impression that there

have been no difficulties along the way. There has generally been an
extremely high level of co-operation from the staff of corrections
agencies, but occasionally gaps have appeared and errors have bheen
detected. Wherever possible corrections were noted in the subsequent

issues. The 100 issues of Australian Prison Trends reproduced in this

volume include these omissions and corrections, warts and all.
Nevertheless, it must be the case that this consolidated collection
contains a unique source of data for the criminal justice researchers

in Australia.

November 1984
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Period covered

May and June 1976
July 1976
August 1976
September 1976
October 1976
November 1976
December 1976
January 1977
February 1977
March 1977
April 1977
May 1977

June 1977
July 1977
August 1977
September 1977
October 1977
November 1977
December 1977
January 1978
February 1978
March 1978
April 1978
May 1978

June 1978
July 1978
August 1978
September 1978
October 1978
November 1978
December 1978
January 1979
February 1979
March 1979
April 1979
May 1979

June 1979
July 1979
August 1979
September 1979
October 1979
November 1979
December 1979
January 1980
February 1980
March 1980
April 1980
May 1980

June 1980
July 1980

#% Tncludes prison accommodation survey

Date of publication

July 1976
September 1976
September 1976

5 October 1976

November 1976
December 1976
January 1977
February 1977
March 1977
May 1977

May 1977

June 1977
August 1977
August 1977
September 1977
October 1977
December 1977
January 1978
Februavy 1978
February 1978
April 1978
April 1978
May 1978

July 1978
July 1978
August 1978
September 1978
October 1978
November 1978
January 1979
January 1979
February 1979
March 1979
April 1979
May 1979

June 1979
July 1979
August 1979
September 1979
October 1979
November 1979
January 1980
January 1980
February 1980
March 1980
April 1980
May 1980

June 1980
July 1980
August 1980
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Period covered

August 1980
September 1980
October 1980
November 1980
December 1980
January 1981
February 1981
March 1981
April 1981
May 1981

June 1981
July 1981
August 1981
September 1981
October 1981
November 1981
December 1981
January 1982
February 1982
March 1982
April 1982
May 1982

June 1982
July 1982
August 1982
September 1982
October 1982
November 1982
December 1982
January 1983
February 1983
March 1983
April 1983
May 1983

June 1983
July 1983
August 1983
September 1983
October 1983
November 1983
December 1983
January 1984
February 1984
March 1984
April 1984
May 1984

June 1984
July 1984
August 1984
September 1984

Date of publication

September 1980
October 1980
November 1980
December 1980
February 1981
February 1981
March 1981
April 1981

May 1981

July 1981

July 1981
September 1981
September 1981
October 1981
December 1981
January 1982
February 1982
March 1982
March 1982
April 1982
May 1982

July 1982

July 1982
August 1982
September 1982
October 1982
November 1982
December 1982
February 1983
March 1983
March 1983
April 1983
May 1983

June 1983

July 1983
August 1983
September 1983
October 1983
November 1983
January 1984
January 1984
February 1984
March 1984
May 1984

May 1984

June 1984
August 1984
August 1984
September 1984
October 1984
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ATSTRALIE 1018 Colbee Court, PI: Iup. A.C.T, 2606
i P.0. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T, 2606

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM

30 July 1976

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS

With the co-operatlon of all prison administrators in Australia the
Institute has produced the first 'fact sheet' of prison statistics.
Monthly statements are planned.

Daily average numbers of persons held in custody for :

May 1976 June 1976

Males Females Total Males Females Total
NeS.W.* 3503 110 3613 3458 101 3559
VIC. 1557 31 1588 1573 36 1609
QLD* 1462 27 1489 1496 34 1530
S.A. 698 16 714 662 14 676
W.A. 964 44 1008 933 44 977
TAS. 285 4 289 288 4 292
N.T. 202 4 206 194 3 197
AUST. 8671 236 8907 8604 236 8840

* including A.C.T. prisoners
**% including a small number of perlodic detainees

COMMENTS

1.

If the above statistics are compared with the daily average prison
populations for the year 1973-74 (not reproduced here), it appears that
N.S.W. is the only jurisdiction to have experlenced a signliflcant
increase, while decreases are noted for VIC., S.A., W.A. and TAS. The
figures for QLD and TAS. appear to have remained relatively stable.

For Australia as a whole, there are now more than 400 fewer prisoners
than the total daily average of 9077 recorded for the year 1973-74.

Even though there are significant differences between jurisdictions,
for Australia as a whole, female prisoners comprise approximately 2.6
per cent of the total.

More detalled analyses of the statistics will be attempted in the

future as more data become available.

Compiled by David Biles
Asslstant Director (Research)
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e 10-18 Colbee Court, Ft: inp, A.C.T. 2606
P.O. Bax 28, Woden. A.C.T, 2606
Telephone: 82 2111 Telegraphu: AUSTCRIM

2 September 1976

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS

This 1s the second monthly analysis of prison populations in Australla
which the Institute has produced with the co-operation of all prison
administrators.

The daily average number of persons held in ¢ustody during July 1976 with
changes in totals since May 1976 are :

July 1976
Males Females  Total Changes since May 1976
N.S.W.* 3408 95 3503 - 110
VIiC. 1524 36 1560 - 28
QLD** 1513 31 1544 + 55
S.A. 697 16 713 - 1
W.A. 929 46 975 - 33
TAS. 278 4 282 - 1
N.T. 181 1 182 - 24
AUST. 8530 229 8759 - 148

* including A.C.T. prisoners
*% including a small number of periodic detainees

It can be seen from the above figures that all jurlisdictions except
Queensland have experienced a decline Iu prison numbers over the period
May/July 1976, and that for the country as a whole there has been a
decrease in the total number of prisoners of 148 over this two-moath
period. The bulk of this decrease has occurred withln the male group of
prisoners, with female numbers decreasing by only a total of seven.
Females continue, however, to represent approximately 2.6 per cent of the
total.

(cont'd over page)
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July figures have been used to calculate the Imprisonment rates (prlsoncrs
per 100,000 of the populatlon) for each jurlsdictlon as follows :

Prisoners General Population**  Imprisonment Rate
(as above) (in thousands)

N.S.W.*% 3503 5034% 69.6

VIC. 1560 3699 42.2

QLD . 1544 2017 76.6

S.A. 713 1244 57.3

W.A. 975 1144 85.2

TAS. 282 410 68.8

N.T. 182 99 183.8

AUST. 8759 13647 64,2

* including A.C.T. prisoners
**% Mean population estimated as at 30 June 1976 (provisional)

The above table indicates that considerable differences still exlst between
jurisdictions in the use of imprisonment, although 1t is notable that the
rates for the Northern Territory and Western Australia have declined
significantly since 1973-74 when they were 209.2 and 103.8 respectively.

It is also to be noted that the current Viectorian rate of 42.2 is the lowest
for any State found over the last decadc.

As the data emerging from the monthly analysis of prison figures is of -
considerable general interest, it is proposed that a summary of the trends

bw included from time to time in the Institute's quarterly Newsletter.

Provided none of the contributing prison administrators have any objection, a .
summary of these trends will probably be included in the December 1976

issue.

Compiled by David Biles
Asslstant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

10-16 COLBEE COURT,

WODEN, A.C.T. 2606 PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606.
TELEPHONME 1 2+ S 54k 244 433, 12 2111

TELLGRAPHICS

AUSTCREM

27 September 1976

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 3

The daily average number of persons held in custody during August 1976
with changes in the totals since July 1976 and the imprisonment rates

are :
August 1976 .
Changes since Imprisonment

Males Females Total July 1976 Rates
N.s.W. 3433 102 3535 + 30 70.2
VIC. 1495 30 1525 -~ 35 41.2
qup™” 1520 36 1556 + 12 77.1
S.A. 677 14 691 - 24 55.06
W.A. 904 50 1014 + 39 88.6
TAS. 272 5 277 - 5 67.6
N.T.. 177 2 179 - 3 180.5
AUST. 8538 239 8777 + 14 64.3

* including A.C.T. prisoners
*k 1nc1ud1ng a small number of periodic detainces

COMMENTS

1.

For the first time since the calculation of thesc statistics began
in May 1976 there is now a slight tendency towards incrcasc in the
total number of prisoncrs in Ausiralia. National totals have been :
May 8907, Junc 8840, July 8759, August 8777.

As can be scen from the figures above, the totals for threc jurisdictions
have increased but those for the others have either substantially or
slightly decreased.

The overall increcase of 14 is largely accounted for by the increase in
the daily average number of femalc prisoners from 229 to 239.

The changes in imprisonment rates since July 1876 zre véry slight, but.
it is notable that the current Victorian rate of 41.2 is the lowest
found in recent history for any Australian State.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Dircctor (Rescurch)
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

1

P.O. BOX 28, 1016 COFBEL COUNte,
WODEN, A.C.T. 2606 PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2608,

TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84, 81 1598, 82 211
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM

25 Qctober 1976

AUSTRALTAN PRISON TRENDS - NQO, 4

The daily average ypumber of persons held in custody during Septembaer
1976, with changes in the totals since Aupust 1676 and May 1978 ure @

September 1976 (to neurest whole

o number)
Changes since  Changes since

Males Fewules  Total Aupust 1976 May 1976
NS 3464 100 3564 + 29 - 40
VIC. 1487 33 1520 - 5 - 08
T 1526 38 1561 v 8 + 75
S0, 674 Lo LYo - i - 24
WA, 930 49 985 - 29 - 23
TAS. 283 5 288 + 11 . - 1
N.T. 182 3 185 + 6 - 21
AUST. 8552 244 8796 » 1Y -111

* including A.C.T. prisoners
** including 4 small number of periodic detainces

Using the above totuls for cach jurisdiction, the following impriscument
rates, (di.e. prisorers per 100,000 of tlhie populution) have been catculated :

Prisoncrs General Population®  [mprisenwont Rates
fas abave) {in_thousunds) e

RS 3564 5059 70.4

ViC. 1526 3715 40.8

QLD 1564 2027 77.2

S.A. 690 1250 55,2

W.A. 985 ‘ 1153 35.4

TAS. 288 412 62.9

N.T. 185 100 1B5.0

LUST. 8796 15718 64.1

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 Scpt. 1876 {subject to roevision)
** Including A.C.T. prisoners und population (Tr thoesands, the estimated
population for R.S.W. is 4249 and for A.C.T, i) .
**% The discrepancy betwesn tnis total and tne suw of ithe components is due
to the rourdling of the components to the nearest 1000
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From the above data it can be sccen that there is a recent overall
tendency towards a slight increusse in prison numbers but that the
Austrulian totul is still considerably lower than the total for May
1976.  Highly significunt differences in jmprisonment rates are also

.5till apparent.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Reseavch)
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AUSTRALIAN !NSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

P,0, 30X 78, 10-16 COLBEE COURT,
WODEN, A.C.T. 2606. PHILLIF, A.C.T. 2606.

TELEPHONME: 81 1583-84, 81 15\'8
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM

18 November 1976

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 5

The daily average number of persens (t:o the nearest whoie number) held
in custody during October 1976 with changes in the totals since
September 1976 and since May 1976 are :

October 1976

Changes since Changes since

Males Females = Total Sept. 1976 May 1976
N.S.W.* 3446 99 3545 - 19 - 68
VIC, 1477 34 1511 - 9 - 77
Q™™ 1525 30 1555 -9 , + 66
S.A. 685 20 705 + 15 - 9
W.A. 953 43 996 + 11 - 12
TAS. 281 5 286 - 2 - 3
N.T. 175 5 180 -5 - 26
AUST. 8542 236 8778 .- 18 -129

From the above data it can be scen that only small changes have occurred
in prisei. populations from September to October 1976.  The totals for
all jurisdictions over the six-month period from May to October 1976 are
shown below :

Monthly Totals of Daily Average Prisoners

May June July August Sept. Oct. Average
N.S.W.* 3613 3559 3503 3535 3564 3545 3553.2
VIC. 1588 1609 1560 1525 1520 1511 1562.2

*k

QLD 1489 1530 1544 1556 1564 1555 1539.7
S.A. 714 676 713 691 6350 705 698.2
W.A. 1008 977 975 1014 985 996 992.5
TAS. 289 292 282 277 288 286 285.7
N.T. 206 197 182 179 185 180 188.2
AUST, 8907 8340 8759 8777 8796 8778 8809.5

* including A.C.7. prisoners
** including a small number of periodic detainces

Compiled by David Riles
Assistant Dircector (Resaarch)
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

P.O. BOX 28, 10-16 COLBEE COURT,
WODEN, A.C.T. 2606 PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606.

TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84, 81 1698, 82 2111
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM

23 December 1976

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 6

The daily averuge numboc of persons (to the ncarest whole numbpr) held
in custody during November 1976 with changes in the totals since
October 1976 und since May 1976 are :

Movember 1976

Changes since Changes since

Males Females Total Oct. 1976 May 1976
N.S.W.* 3263 110 3373 - 172 - 240
VIC. 1434 33 1467 - 44 - 121
QLD** 1523 29 1552 - 3 + 63
S.A. 673 19 692 - 13 - 22
W.A, 976 37 1013 + 17 + 5
TAS. 285 4 289 + 3 Nil
N.T. 173 7 180 Nil - 26
AUST. 8327 239 8566 - 212 ~ 341

* including A.C,T. prisoners
** including a small number of periodic detainees

From the above table it can be seen that the month of November was
marked by a dramatic dccreasc in the number of prisoners in Australia,
the decrecase being particulorly evident in New South Wales. Over the
seven-month period since May 1976, it can be scen that there have been
significant decreases in prison pumbers in New South Wales, Victoria,
South Australia and the Northern Territory.

Using the above totals for cach jurisdiction, the following imprisomment

rates (i.ec. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been
calculated :

(cont'd over page)
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*
Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates
(as_above) (in thousands)
*¥ *x
N.S.W. 3373 5059 66.7
VIC. 1467 3719 39.4
QLD 1552 2027 76.6
S.A. 692 1250 55.4
W.A, 1013 1153 87.9
TAS. 289 412 70.1
N.T. 180 100 180.0
*kk
AUST, 8566 13718 62.4

* Forward Estimates of Population as’ at 30 Sept. 1976 (subject to rcvision)
** Including A.C.T. prisoners and population (In thousands, the estimated
population for N,S.W. is 4849 and for A.C.T, 210)
*** The discrepancy between this total and the sum of the components is due
to the rounding of the components to the ncarest 1000

It is of interest to note that the overall Australian imprisonment rate of
62.4 for November 1976 is the lowest that has bLeen found since these rates
have been regularly calculated.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Direcctor (Research)
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Telephone: 822111 Telegaphic: AUSTCRIM

2 September 1976

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS NO. 7

The dally average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during December 1976 with changes in the totals since November 1976
and since May 1976 are :

December 1976

Changes since Changes since

Males Females  Total Nov. 1976 May 1976
N.S.W.* 3434 102 3536 - 23 - 77
yIC. 1395 31 1426 - 41 ~ 162
QLD*% 1415 21 1436 - 116 . - 53
S.A. 646 19 665 - 27 - 49
W.A. 1014 36 1050 + 37 + 42
TAS. 280 2 282 - 7 - 7
N.T. 177 6 183 + 3 - 23
AUST. 8361 217 8578 - 174 - 329

* including A.C.T. prisoners
*% including a small number of periodic detainees

CORRECTION TO A.P.T. NO. 6

After the publication of Australian Prison Trends No. 6 of 23 December 1976
we were informed that the New South Wales statistics contained an error : the
number of male prisoners for that State for November 1976 should have been
3449 and not 3263 as shown. This correction has been taken into account In
compiling the table above.

COMMENTS

The figures for December 1976 indicate that the downward trend in prison
populations for most jurisdictions, and for Australia as a whole, ls
continuing. The national total of 8578 prisoners is the lowest recorded
since May 1976 when this collectlon system started.

Imprisonment rates based on general population figures have not been
calculated on this occasion, pending receipt of accurate population
statistics.

Compiled by David Blles
Assistant Director (Research)
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T IRTRATIA 10-18 Colbee Court, Pt- 1p, A,C.T, 2606
P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606

Telephone: 822111 Telpgraphic: AUSTCRIM

28 February 1977

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS NO. 8

The dally average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody durlng January 1977 with changes in the totals since December 1976
and since May 1976 are :

January 1977

Changes since  Changes since

Males Females ~Total Dec. 1976 May 1976
N.S.W.* 3403 99 3502 - 34 - 111
vic. 1370 29 1399 - 27 - 189
QLD*#* 1470 28 1498 + 62 + 9
S.A. 632 19 651 - 14 - 63
W.A. 1060 45 1105 + 55 + 97
TAS. 261 3 264 - 18 - 25
N.T. 186 7 193 + 10 - 13
AUST. 8382 230 8612 + 34 - 295

¥ including A.C.T. prisoners
%% jncluding a small number of periodlc detainees

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates
(as_above) (in thousands)

N.S.W.*% 3502 5092%% 68.8

VIC. 1399 3729 37.5

QLD 1498 2036 73.6

S.A. 651 1255 51.9

W.A. 1105 1168 94.6

TAS. 264 412 64.1

N.T. 193 103 187 .4

AUST. 8612 13795 62.4

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 Dec. 1976 (subject to revision)

*% Including A.C.T. prisoners and population (In thousands, the estimated
population for N.S.W. is 4880 and for the A.C.T. 212)

(cont'd over page)



COMMENTS

1. The total number of prisoners in Australia has shown a slight
increase from December 1976 to January 1977, with Queensland, Western
Australla and the Northern Territory reporting larger numbers. Ali other
jurisdictions showed decreases for the month but these were generally
small.

2. Siace May 1976 there has heen a significant decrease in the overall
number of prisoners, particularly in Victorla and New South Wales, with
Western Australia and, to a lesser extent, Queensland showing Increases.

3. The overall Australian imprisonment rate of 62.4 Is a decrease from
65.3 in May 1976. The exceptionally low Victorian rate of 37.5 excludes
young offenders in the age range 17 to 20 years held in Youth Training
Centres and it is estimated that there are approximately 195 detainees in
this age group. If this were included in the Victorian prison figures,
the Victorlian imprisonment rate would be 42.7, still the lowest in
Australia.

4, Work is proceeding on the compilation of statistics of children and
young persons in residential, correctional and remand centres and the first
consolidated statement will be availablee shortly.

Compiled by David Biles
Asslistant Director (Research)
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Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM

22 March 1977

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS NO. 9

The dally average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during February 1977 with changes in the totals since January 1977
and since May 1976 are :

February 1977

Changes since  Changes since

Males Females Total Jan. 1977 May 1976
N.S.W.*% 3462 101 3563 + 61 - 50
VIC. 1438 29 1467 + 68 - 121
QLD** 1496 25 1521 + 23 + 32
S+A. 649 22 671 + 20 - 43
W.A. 1094 43 1137 + 32 + 129
TAS. 242 3 245 - 19 - 44
N.T. 186 8 194 + 1 - 12
AUST. 8567 231 8798 + 186 - 109

* including A.C.T. prisoners
*% including a small number of periodic detainees

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population®* Imprisonment Rates
(as_above) (in thousands)

N.S.W.** 3563 5092#%% 70.0

VIC. 1467 3729 39.3

QLD 1521 2036 74.7

S.A. 671 1255 53.5

W.A. 1137 1168 97.3

TAS. 245 412 59.5

N.T. 184 103 188.3

AUST. 8798 13795 63.8

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 Dec. 1976 (subject to revision)
%% Tncluding A.C.T. prisoners and population (In thousands, the estimated
population for N.S.W. is 4880 and for the A.C.T. 212)

(cont'd over page)



COMMENTS

1. The statistics for February 1977 iundicate a marked reversal of the
trend towards smaller prison populations which has been found in recent
months. All jurisdictions except Tasmania showed Increases over the
previous month, with the most notable beilng found in Victoria and New South
Wales.

2, When the February 1977 figures are compared with those for May
1976, however, all jurlsdictions except Western Australia and Queensland
show decreases. The Increase in prisoners for Western Australfa has been
particularly marked.

3. When the February 1977 figures are converted into rates (per
100,000 of the population) increases are found for all jurlsdlictlons except
Tasmania, with the overall Australian rate Increasing from 62.4 to 63.8.
The equivalent rate for May 1976 was 65.3.

Compliled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

P.0. BOX 28, 10-16 COLBEE COURT,
WODEN, A.C.T, 2606 PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606.
TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84, 81 1598, 82 2111

TELEGRAPHIG: AUSTCRIM ‘ 11 May 1977

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 10

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held
in custody during March 1977 with changes in the totals since February 1977
and since May 197% are :

March 1977

Changes since Changes since
Males Females Tctal Feb. 1977 May 1976
N.S.W. 3446 99 3545 - 18 - 68
vic. 1456 33 1489 + 22 - 99
™ 1467 28 1495 - 2 . 6
S.A. 659 19 " 678 £ 7 - 36
W.A. 1080 44 1124 - 13 + 116
TAS. 225 5 ‘ 230 - 15 - 59
N.T. 198 10 208 + 14 + 2
" AUST. 8531~ 238 8769 - 29 - 138

* including A.C.T. prisoners
** including a2 small number of periodic detainees

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates
(as above) (in thousands)

N.S.H. 3545 5146"" 68.9

VIC. 1489 3769 39.5

QLD 1495 2128 70.3

S.A. 678 1271 53.3

W.A, 1124 1188 94.6

TAS. 230 410 . 56.1

N.T. 208 104 200.0

AUST. 8769 14017 62.6

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1977 {subject to revi.ion).
** Tncluding A.C.T. prisoners and. populaticn (In thousands, the estimated
population for N.S5.¥. is 4938 and for the A.C.T. 208).
*+*. The discrepancy betwecn this total and the sum of the components is due
to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000.

{cont'd over page)
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COMMENTS
1. Statistics for March 1977 show a slight overall decrease in

prison populations, with small increases being shown in Victoria, Northern
Territory and South Australia, Compared with May 1976 the only jurisdiction
to show a significant increase is Western Australia.

2. The proportion of all prisoners who are female remains stable at 2.7
per cent.

3. The changes in imprisonment rates since February 1977 have generally
been small, with the exception of the Northern Territory, where the rate has
reached 200.0, which is more than three times the national average. It will

" be noted that some of the changes in rates are due to the revised population

figures now being used.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

P.O. BOX 28, 10-16 COLBEE COURT,
WODEN, A.C.T. 2606 PHILLIP A.C.T. 2606.
TELEPHONE: 81 1683-84, 81 1598, 82 2111 25 May 1977

TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM
AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. i1

The daily average number of persons (to the ncarest whole number) held
in custody during April 1977 with changes in the totals since March 1977
and since May 1576 are :

April 1977
Changes since  Changes since

Malcs Females Total Mar, 1977 May 1976

N.S.W. 3423 97 3520 - 25 - 0z
VIC. 1435 33 1468 - 21 - 120
™™ 1521 22 1543 + 48 + 54
5.A. 691 15 706 + 28 - 8
CW.A. 1035 49 1084 - 40 + 76
TAS. 224 4 228 -2 - 61
N.T. 192 9 201 -7 - s
AUST. 8521 229 8750 - 19 - 157

* including A.C.T. prisoners
** including a swall number of perjodic detalneces

Using the shove totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisommcent
rates (i.e. prisoncrs per 100,000 of the population) have been caleulated @

+*
Prisoners GCeneral Population imprisonment Rates
(as above) (in thousands)
*k * %
N.S.W. 3520 5146 68.4
VIC. 1468 3769 39.0
QLD 1543 2128 72.5
S.A. 706 1271 ‘ 55.6
W.A, 1084 1188 91.3
TAS, 228 410 55.6
N.T. 201 104 193.3
*xk

AUST, 8750 14017 62.4

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 sarch 1877 {subjcel to rcevision).
** Including A.C.T. prisopers and population (In thousands, the estimnted
population for H.S.W. is 4238 and lor the A C.T. 208}.
*%% The discrepancy beiweea this total and the sem of the componcnts is duc
to the rounding of the components to the non:est L000.

{(conu'd over page]



COMMENTS

1. The statistics for April 1977 again show a slight overall decrease,
there being on average 19 fewer people in prison than in Mavch 1977.
Compared with May 1976 there are now 157 fewer prisomers in Australia.

2. The April impriscnment rate for the whole of the country is 62.4,
equal to the lowest rate found since May 1976,

3. . As the data collection system has now been in operation fur twelve
months, a summary of the imprisonment rates for each month for each jurisdiction
is given in the table below.

May June Jul. Aug. Sept. Qct. Nov, Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr.

N.S.W.T 718 70.7 69,

6 69.9 70.4 70.1 70.3 69.9 68.8 70.0 68.9 68.4
VIC. 42.9 43,5 42,2 41.0 40.9 40.6 39.4 38.3 37.5 39.3 39.5 39.0
QLD 73.8 75.6 76.6 76.8 77.2 76.7 76,6 70.8% 73.6 74.7 70.3 72.5
S.A, 57.4 54,3 57.3 55.3 55.2 56.4 55.4 53.2 51.9 53.5 53.3 55.6
WA, 88.1 85.4 85.2 87.9 85.4 86,4 87.9 91,1 94,6 97.3 94.6 91.3
TAS. 70.5 71.2 68.8 67.2 69.9 69.4 70.1 68.4 064.1 59.5 56.1 55.6
N.T. 205.1 199.0 183,8 179.0 185.0 180.0 180.0 183.0 187.4 188.,3 200.0 193.3

AUST. 65.3 64.8 64.2 64.0 o64.1 64.0 63.8 62,5 62,4 63.8 62.6 62.4

* Including A.C.T. prisoners and population

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Dirccter (Rescarch)
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

P.0. BOX 28,
WODEN, A.C.T. 2606

TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84, 81 1598, 82 2111
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM

10-16 COLBEE COURT,
PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606.

30 June 1977

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 12

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during May 1977 with changes in the totals since April 1977 and since
May 1976 are

May 1977
Changes since Changes since

Males Females Total Apr. 1977 May 1976
N.S.W.T 3473 117 3590 + 70 - 23
VIC. 1436 34 1470 + .2 - 118
™ 1496 25 1521 - 22 + 32
S.A. 707 21 728 + 22 + 14
W.A. 1010 45 1055 - 29 + 47
TAS. 233 2 235 + 7 - 54
N.T. 187 194 - - 12
AUST. 8542 251, 8793 + 43 - 114

* including A.C.T. prisoners
*% inciuding a small number of periodic detainees

Using the abpve totals for each jurisdiction, thc following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoncrs per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisone

TS5

{as_above)

*
General Population
(in thousands)

*

Imprisonment Rates

NS 3590 5146 69.8
vIC. 1470 3769 39

QLD 1521 2128 71.5
S.A.. 728 127 57.3
W.A. 1055 1188 88.8
TAS. 235 410 57.3
N.T. 194 104 186.5
AUST. 8793 14017 62.7

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1977 (subject to recvision).
** Including A.C.T. prisoners and population (in thousands, the estimated

population for N.S5.W. is 4938 and for the A.C.T. 208).

**% The discrepancy between this total and the swn of the components is due

to the rounding of the components to the ncarest 1000,

(cont'd over page)



COMMENTS

1, The statistics for May 1977 show a slight tendency towards increase

in prison populations, with an overall rise of 43 prisoners. = The main increase
in numbers has occurred in New South Wales, with lesser increases being noted
for South Australia, Tasmania and Victoria, On the other hand, the numbers
have fallen in Queensland, Westcrn Australia and Tasmania,

2. Some administrations have alrcady included in their monthly returns
information on prisoners on remand. It is hoped that this information will
be available from all jurisdictions in the next return. It will then be
included in 'Australian Prison Trends',

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

P.O. BOX 28, 10-16 COLBEE COURT,

WODEN, A.C.T. 2606 PHILLIP, A,C.T. 2606.
TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84, 81 1598, 82 2111
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 3 August 1977

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NG, 13

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest wholée number) held in
custody during June 1977 with changes in the totals since May 1977 and since
May 1976 are :

June 1977
Changes since Changes since

Males Females Total May 1977 May 1976
N.S.W." 3409 105 3514 - 76 - 99
VIC. 1475 31 1506 + 36 - 82
Q™" 1475 20 1495 - 26 R
S.A. 709 28 737 + 9 + 23
W.A. 1022 45 1067 + 12 + 59
TAS. . 247 4 251 + 16 - 38
N.T. 175 6 181 - 13 - 25

AUST. 8512 239 8751 - 42 - 156

* including A.C.T. prisoners
** including a small number of periodic detainees

Using the above totals for each -jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i,e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates
(as above) (in thousands)
* %k * Kk
N.S.W. 3514 5146 68.3
VIC. 1506 3769 40.0
QLD 1495 2128 70.3
S.A. 737 1271 58.0
W.A. 1067 1188 89.3
TAS. 251 410 61.2
N.T. 181 104 174.0
*kk
AUST. : 8751 14017 62.4

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1977 (subject to recvision).
** Including A.C.T. prisoners and population (in thousands, the estimated
population for N.S.W. is 4938 and for the A.C.T. 208).
#*% The discrepancy between this total a.d the sum of the components is due
to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000.

(cont'd over page)



COMMENTS
1.

The statistics for June 1977 again show an overall decrease in

prison populations, there being on average 42 fewer people in prison than in

May 1977.
Australia,

2.

Compared with May 1976 there are now 156 fewer prisoners in

The general imprisonment rate for the whole of the country is

62.4, equal to the lowest rate found since May 1976.

As at 1 June 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand is shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees
N.S.W. 3646 428 11.7 |
VIC. 1505 197 13.1
QLD 1521 66 4.3
S.A. 733 148 20.2
W.A. 1051 122 11.6
TAS. 240 22 2
N.T. 190 15 9
AUST, 8886 998 11.2

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN IMSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

'P.O. BOX 28, 10-16 COLBEE COURT,
WODEN, A.C.T. 2606 PHILLIP, A.C.T. 26086.

TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84, 81 1588, 82 2111 30 August 1977
TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM
AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 14

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during July 1977 with changes in the totals since June 1977 and since
May 1976 are :

July 1977
Changes since Changes since
Mules Females  Total June 1977 June 1976
N.SW z4a7 100 3537 + 23 - 76
VIC. 1492 35 1527 + 21 - 61
g™ 1478 18 1496 .1 . 7
S.A. 726 28 754 + 17 + 40
W.A. 1066 44 1110 + 43 + 102
TAS. 257 2 259 + - 30
N.T. 167 8 175 - 6 - 31
“AUST, 8623 235 8858 + 107 - 49

#* including A.C.T. prisoncrs
** including a small number of periodic detainees

Using the zboveé totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisomment rates
{i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

*
Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates
(as above) (in thousands)
A% L * &
N,S.¥, 3537 5146 68.7
VIC. 1527 3769 . 40.5
QLD 1496 2128 70.3
S.A, 754 1271 59.3
W.A. 1110 1188 i 93.4
TAS. 259 410 63.2
N.T. 175 104 168.3
*kk

AUST. 8858 14017 63,2

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1977 (subject to revision).
** Including A.C.T. prisoners and population (in thousands, the estimated
population for N.S.W. is 4938 and for the A.C.T. 208).
*** The discrepancy between this total and the sum of the components. is due
to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000.

(cont'd over page)



COMMENTS

1. The total number of people in prison for the whole country
during July 1977 shows & surprising increase of 107 over the previous

month. All jurisdictions, apart from the Northern Territory, have recorded
increases with the largest occurring in Western Australia,

2. The increase in the daily average number of prisoners has
resulted in the national imprisomment rate moving from 62.4 to 63.2.

3. Since June 1977, Australian prison trends has included data

on prisoners on remand as a percentage of the totals. These data show
considerable variation between jurisdictions in the proporticn of remandees.
This variation seems to be unrelated to the differences in imprisonment
rates. For the country as a whole, 10 per cent of prisoners are on remand.

As at 1 July 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in cach jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
werc on remand is shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage

Prisoners on Remand of Remandees
N.S.W. 3681 435 11.8
VIC. 1505 123 8.2
QLD 1571 72 4.6
S.A. 721 133 18.5
WAL © 1122 104 9.3
TAS. 260 22 8.5
N.T. 168 17 10.1
AUST. 9028 906 . 10.0

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

'P.0. BOX 28, 10-16 COLBEE COURT,
WODEN, A.C.T. 2606 PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606.
TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84, 81 1598, 82 2111

TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM . 22 September 1977

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 15

" The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during August 1977 with changes in the totals since July 1977 and
since May 1976 are :

August 1977

Changes since Changes since

Males Females Total July 1977 May 1976
NS 3446 101 3547 + 10 - 66
VIC. 1493 37 "~ 1530 + 3 - 58

* %

QLD 1494 18 1512 + 16 + 23
S.A. 754 29 783 + 29 + 69
W.A, 1116 50 1166 + 56 + 158
TAS. 257 4 261 + 2 - 28
N.T. 157 5 162 - 13 - 44
AUST, 8717 244 8961 + 103 + 54

* including A,C.T. prisoners
** including s small number of periodic detainees

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates
(as above) (in thousands)

NS 3547 5172"" 68.6

vVIC. 1530 3788 40.4

QLD 1512 2141 70.6

S.A. 783 ) 1277 61.3

W.A. 1166 1201 97.1

TAS. 261 412 63.4

N.T. 162 107 151.4

AUST, 8961 14098 63.6

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1977 (subject to revision).
** Including A.C.T, prisoners and population (in thousands, the estimated
population for N,S.W. is 4959 and for the A.C.T. 213),

{cont'd over page)
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As at 1 August 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand is shown in the table below :

* Total ~ Prisoners Percentage
-Prisoners on Remand of Remandees
N.S.W, 3705 433 11.7
VIC. 1534 155 10.1
© QLD 1579 73 4.6
S.A. 764 146 19.1
W.A. 1160 109 9.4
TAS, 253 18 7.1
N.T. ' 169 24 14.2
AUST. 9164 958 10.5
COMMENTS
1. Following an increase of 107 prisoners from June to July 1977,
there has been a further increase of 103 prisoners in August. The Australian
total number of prisoners is now higher than at any time since May 1976 when
this data ccllection started., Over the total 16-month period, increases have
- occurred, most: notably in Western Australia, but also in South Australia and
Queensland, - All other jurisdictions have shown decreases,
2, The national imprisonment rate has incrcased to 63.6 from 63.2 in
the previous mwonth, It should be noted that the most recent rate is somewhat

depressed by the use of new population estimates which have become available.
By contrast, the July rates were relatively inflated for the same reason.

3, The proportion of prisoners on remand has increased to 10.5 per cent,
and significant Jdifferences between jurisdictions in the proportions of remandees
continve to be noticeable.

4. Efforts have been made to identify the daily average numbers of A.C.T.
prisoners who are serving their sentences in New South Wales, but these efforts
have not yet been successful,

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)




AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

P.O. BOX 28, 10-16 COLBEE COURT,
WODEN, A.C.T. 2606 PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606.
TELEPHONE: 81 1683-84, 81 1598, 82 2111

TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 21 October 1977

AUSTRALTAN PRISON TRENDS ~ NO. 16

The daily average number of persons (to the ncarest whole number) held in
custody during Septcember 1977 with changes in the totals since August 1977
and since May 1976 are :

September 1977

Changes since Chunges since

Males Females Total Aug. 1977 M1y 1974
N.S.W.T 3456 98 . 3554 . 7 - 59
vic. 1476 33 1509 - 21 - 79
Q™™ 1503 26 1529 Y & 40
S.A. 754 22 776 -7 . 62
W.A. 1078 44 1122 - 44 v 114
TAS. 247 8 255 - 6 - 34
N.T. 151 5 156 - 6 - 50
AUST. 8665 236 8901 - 60 - 6

* including A,.C.T. prisoners
**% including a small number of periodic detainecs

Using the above totals for cach jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.c. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Impr isonment Rates
(as _above) (in thousands)

N.s.w 3554 s172"" 68.7

VIC. 1509 3788 9.8

QLD 1529 2141 71.4

S.A. 776 1277 60.8

W.A. 1122 1201 93.4

TAS. 255 412 61.9

N.T. 156 107 145.8

AUST, 8901 . 14098 63,1

* TForward Tistimates of Population as at 30 Scptember 1977 (subject to revision).
** Including A.C.T. prisoncrs and population (in thousands, the estimated
population for N.S.W. is 4959 and for the A.C.T. 213).

{cont'd over page)



As at 1 September 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand is shown in the table below :

Total Prisonecrs Percentage
Prisoners on Remand of Remandecs
N.S.W. 3705 431 11.6
VIC. 1531 149 9.7
QLD 1636 102 6.2
S.A, 791 141 17.8
W.A. 1133 103 6.1
TAS. 267 26 9.7
N.T. 173 30 17.3 -
AUST, 9236 982 10.6 .
COMMENTS
1, It can be seen from the data given above that thexe has teen a
general tendency towards decrcase in Australian prison populations.  This
has applied to all jurisdictions cxcept Queensland and New South Wales.  The

overall number of prisoners is now almost identical to that found in May 1976
when this data gathering system commenced,

2, There has becen a corresponding decrcase in the imprisonment rates
during Scptember, with the overall Australian rate falling from 63,6 to 63.1.

3, As a matter of more general intercst the data inciuded in earlicer
publications of Australian Prison Trends has been analysed to extract annual

daily averages and imprisonment rates for each jurisdiction. These are given
below for the year July 1976 to June 1977 :

Prisoncrs Imprisorment Ratcs
* W
N.S.W. 3540 . 69.5
vIC. 1484 ’ . 30,3
QLD 1523 74.8
S.A. 694 55.3
W.A, 1050 89.9
TAS. 263 63.8
N.T. 188 182.5
AUST. 8742 63.4

* including A.C.T. prisoners
** including A.C.T. prisoners and population

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Rescarch)
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

P.O. BOX 28, 10-16 COLBEE COURT,
WODEN, A.C.T. 2608 PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606.
TELEPHONE: 81 1583-84, 81 1598, 82 2111 2 December 1977

TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM
AUSTRALTAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 17

The dailyv average number of persons (to the ncarest whole number) held in
custody during October 1977 with changes in the totals since September 1977
and since May 1976 are :

October 1977

Changes since  Changes since

Males Females Total Sept, 1977 May 1976
N.S.W. 3482 101 . 3565 + 55" - 4
vIC. 1474 37 1511 £ 2 - 77
Q™ 1463 30 1493 - 36 4
S.A. 735 26 761 - 15 v 47
W.A. 1105 47 1152 + 30 + 144
TAS. 226 7 233 - 22 - 56
N.T. 139 5 144 - 12 - 62
A.C.T. 35 1 36
AUST. 8659 254 8913 s 2 - 4

* Thesc changes do not take account of the fact that A.C.T. prisoners in
N.S.W. are now shown separately, 26 of the 36 A.C.T. prisoners were
actually in N.S.W,.

** Including a small number of periodic detainees

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e, prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W, 3583 - 4959 72.3
VIC. : 1511 3788 39.9
QLD 1493 2141 , 69.7
S.A. ‘ 761 1277 59.6
W.A, 1152 1201 95.9
TAS. 233 412 56.6
N.T, 144 107 134.6
A.C.T, 36 213 16.9
AUST, 8913 14098 63.2

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1977 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)



As at 1 October 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand is shown in the ‘table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage

Prisoners on Remand of Remandecs
N.S.W. 3721 424 1.4
VIC. 1540 147 9.6
QLD 1618 ) 89 5.5
S.A. 763 130 17.0
W.A. 1131 . 102 9.0
TAS. 235 14 6.0
N.T. 151 i 25 16,9
A,C.T. 31 7 22.6
AUST, 9190 938 10.2
COMMENTS
1. With the cooperation of officers of the Attorney-General's Department

in Canberra and of the Assistant Dircctor - Corrections for the Australian
Capital Territory, this lissue of ‘Australian Prison Trends for the first time
includes statistics relating to A.C.T. prisoners. This additlion mecans that
all Australian jurisdictions are now included and the New South Woles totals
have conscquently been adjusted, In order to preserve continuity, however,
for this issuc only, no adjustment has becen made to the indication of changes
since September 1977 or since May 1976.

2. The overall number of prisoners in Australia has remaine] rcemarkably
stable throughout October, even though some jurisdictions have shown increases,
notably New South Wales and Western Australia, while most others huve shown
decreases, Since May 1976 Western Australia has rccorded the largest increase
in numbers.

3. With the inclusion of the A.C.T. in these data, a remarkably low
imprisonment rate of 16.9 can be seen for that jurisdiction. The cualculation
of the separate rate for the A,C,T. has resulted in an apparcnt increcase in the
rate for New South Wales, If A.C.T. prisoners and population had bheen included
within New South Wales as previously, the imprisonment rate for that combined
jurisdiction would have been 69.8 as compared to 72.3.

4, " It is of some interest to note that the percentage of A.C.T. prisoncrs
on remand is considerably higher than the percentage for any other jurisdiction.

Compiled by David Biles
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P,O. BOX 28, ) 10-16 COLBEE COURT,
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TELEPHONE: 81 154334, 81 1598, 82 2111 '

TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM 17 January 1978

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS -~ NO. 18

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during November 1977 with changes in the totals since October 1977

are
November 1977
Changes since

Males Females Total QOct. 1977
N.S.W. 3460 112 3572 . - 11
VIC. 1464 30 1494 - 17

*

QLD 1472 31 1503 + 10
S.A. 733 26 759 - 2
W.A, 1111 49 1160 + 8
TAS. 227 7 234 + 1
N.T. 143 5 : 148 + 4
A.C.T. 40 1 41 + 5
AUST, 8650 261 8911 - 2

* Including a small number of periodic detainees

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following jimprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in_thcusands)
N.S.W. 3572 4959 72.0
Vic. . 1494 3788 39.4
QLD 1503 2141 70.2
S.A. 759 1277 59.4
W.A. 1160 1201 96.6
TAS. 234 412 : 56.8
N.T. 148 107 138.3
A.C.T. 41 213 19.3
AUST, 8911 14098 63.2

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1977 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)
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As at 1 November 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand is shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage - Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3579 415 11.6 8.4
VIC. 1481 107 7.2 2.8
QLD 1571 84 5.4 3.9
S.A, 781 138 17.3 10.6
W.A. 1148 77 6.7 6.4
TAS, 232 20 8.6 4.9
N.T. 147 17 11,6 15.9
A.C.T. 40 12 20.0 5.6
AUST, 8979 867 9.7 6.2
COMMENTS
1, The total number of prisoncrs in Australia has remained at almost

exactly the same level from October to November 1977, with a slight decrcasc
in Victoria being compensated by slight incrcases in Queensland and Western
Australia,

2. The column showing changes in numbers since May 1976 has been
discontinued now that A.C.T. statistics are being shown separately. This
changc has distorted comparisons for N,S.W. Long-term trends will be
included from time to time in future issues of Australian Prison Trends.

3. An extra column has been added to the table on page 2 dealing with
remand prisoners. In this the number of remandees per 100,000 of the general
population is shown, and this may be compared with the percentage of remandees
in the total prison population for each jurisdiction.

Compiled by David Biles
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10-16 COLBEE COURT,
PHILLIP, A.C.T. 2606.

7 February

1978

The daily average number of persoms (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during Deccmber 1977 with changes in the totals since November 1977

are :
December 1977
Changes since
Males Females Total Nov, 1977
N.S.W. 3371 111 3482 - 90
VIC. 1462 29 1491 - 3
*
QLD 1415 21 1436 - 67
S.A. 701 24 725 - 34
W.A, 1088 50 1138 - 22
TAS. 226 234 Nil
N.T. 160 8 168 + 20
A.C.T. 43 44™" . 3
AUST ., 8466 252 8718 - 193

* Including a small number of periodic detainces
*% 35 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, thc following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners

(as above)

*
General Population

(in thousands)

Imprisonment Rates

N.S.W. 3482 4982 69.9
vIC, 1491 3801 39.2
QLD 1436 2150 66,8
S.A, 725 1284 56.5
W.A, 1138 1210 94.1
TAS . 234 412 56.8
N.T, 168 108 155.6
A.C.T. 44 211 20.9
AUST. *8718 14158 61.6

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 December 1977 (subject to

(cont'd over page)

revision)
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As at 1 December 1977 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand is shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3525 420 11.9 8.4
VIC. 1508 144 9.6 . 3.8
QLD 1650 88 5.3 4.1
S.A. 737 90 12,2 7.0
W.A, 1145 86 7.5 7.1
TAS. 239 27 11,3 6.6
N,T. 142 . 19 13.4 17.6
A.C.T. 38 8 21.1 3.8
AUST. 8984 882 9,8 : 6.2
COMMENTS
1. The total number of prisoners in Australia showed a fairly dramatic
fall in December 1977 following steady increases since June,  The total daily
average of 8718 is the lowest since January 1977. The only jurisdictions to

show increases over the previous month were the Northern Territory and the
Australian Capital Territory.

2. The overall Australian imprisonment rate (daily average number of
prisoners per 100,000 of the population) for December 1977 was 61.6. This is
the lowest rate found since this data gathering system was started in May 1976.

3. At 1 December 1977 the number of prisoners on remand showed a slight
increase over the previous month, but remandeces continued to comprise less than
10 per cent of all prisoners and the number of remandees per 100,000 of the
population was constant at 6,2,

Compiled by David Biles
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TELEGRAPHIC: AUSTCRIM

AUSTRALIAN PRISON 'TRENDS - NO. 20

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during January 1978 with changes in the totals since December 1977

are ¢
Januavy 1978
Changes since
Males Females Total _Dee, 1977
N.S.W. 3352 108 3460 - 22
vIC. 1448 26 1474 - 17
QLy” 1536 32 1568 r 132
S.A. 691 21 712 - 13
W.A. 1110 50 1160 . 22
TAS, 225 7 232 - 2
N.T. 153 13 166 -2
A.C.T. 47 1 ag™" o4

AUST. 8562 258 8820 + 102

* Including a small number of periodic detainees
*% 38 prisoncrs in this total were serving sentences in N,S5.W. prisons

Using the above totals for cach jurisdiction, the Followlng imprisonment rates
(i.c. prisoncrs per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated

Prisoners General Populution* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N,S.¥. 3460 4932 69.5
VIC. 1474 3801 38.8
QLD 1568 2150 72.9
S.A, 712 1284 55.5
W.A, 1160 1210 95.9
TAS, 232 412 56.3
N.T. 166 108 153.7
A.C,T. 48 211 22.8
AUST. 8820 14158 62.3

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 December 1977 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)
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As at 1 January 1978 the actual (as opposcd to daily aveldgc) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand ave shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Pércentugc Remmlees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remund of Remandecs of General Population
N.,S.W. 3265 302 9.3 6.1
VIC. 1471 149 10.1 3.9
QLD 1571 81 5.2 3.8
S.A, 688 103 15.0 8.0
W.A. 1139 85 7.5 7.0
TAS. 229 23 ' 10.0 5.6
N.T. 157 - 30 19.1 27.8
A.C.T, 46 11 23.9 5.2
AUST. 8566 784 9.2 5.5
COMMUNTS
1. Following the comparatively low number of prisoncrs noted for
December 1977, the daily average for January 1978 has shown o striking increasc
of 102, Ihlb overall incrcase is almost entirely due to changes in-Queensland

and Western Australia, while most other jurisdictions reported small decrcases.

2, The overall Australian imprisonment rate (daily average per’
100,000 of Loncral population) has incrcascd from 61.6 to 62,3, but the Victorian
1utc of 38.8 is the lowest found for any State since 1976,

3. Femalc prisoners comprisc 2.9 per cent of the total dally average,
and it is interesting to note that this percentage has slowly increased since
May 1976 when this data gathering system started.

Compiled by David Biles
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B IRALAE Director: William Clifford 10-18 Colbee Court, Phillip, A.C.T. 2606
P.0. Box 28, Woden, A.C.T. 2606

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM

5 April 1978

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO, 21

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole.number) held in
custody during February 1978 with changes in the totals since January 1978
are

February 1978

Changes since

Eﬂlﬁi Females Total Jan, 1978
N.S.W, 3462 118 " 3580 + 120
vie, 1472 32 1504 + 30
Qun” 1539 38 1577 .49
S.A, 704 24 728 + 16
W.A, 1110 52 1162 ' +
TAS. 223 7 230 -
N.T, 161 9 170 v 4
A.C.T, 46 2 ag™" -
AUST. 8717 282 8999 + 179

* Including a small number of periodic detainces
*% 38 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S,W, prisons

Using the above totals for cach jurisdiction, thec following imprisonment rates
{i.e, prisoncrs per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rites
’ £§§m§2933J {(in thousands)
N.S.W, 3580 4982 71.9
VIC. 1504 3801 39.6
QLD 1577 2150 73.4
S.A. 728 : 1284 . 56.7
WA, 1162 1210 - 96.0
TAS, 230 412 55.8
N.T, 170 ' 108 157.4
A.C.T, A8 . o211 22.8
AUST, 8999 14158 63,6

* Forward Istimates of Population as at 31 December 1977 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over pige)
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As at 1 February 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand -0f Remandees of General Population
N.S.W, 3575 505 14,1 10.1
VIC, 1520 126 8.3 3.3
QLD 1572 100 6.4 4.7
S.A, 535 114 21,3 _ 8.9
W.A, 1187 97 8,2 8.0
TAS. 234 24 10,3 5,8
N.T, 152 30 19,7 27.8
A.C,T, 44 8 18,2 3.8
AUST, 8819 1004 © o114 7.1, .
COMMENTS
1, The Australian daily average number of prisoners for February 1978

is the highest found since this datu collection system started in May 1976,

but the imprisonment rate of 63.6 has been exceeded on a numher of previous

occasions, Tncreases in prison populations are noted for all jurisdictions
except Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory. —Thesce inercascs are

in stark contrast to the low figures rccorded for December 1977.

2, It is noted that there has been o significant increase in the
number of female prisoners and they now comprise 3,1 per cent of the Australian
daily average, This proportion has previously varied between 2.5 and 2.9 per
cent,

3. A further notable change is the increase in the proportion of
prisoners on remand from 9,2 per cent to 11.4 per cont since the previous
month, Increases in the numbers of remandees are scen particularly in New

South Wales and South Australia,
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ATSTRALIAE Director: William Clifford- , 10-18 Colbee Court, Phillip, A.C.T. 2606
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Telephone: 82 2111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM

27 April 1978

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO, 22 .

The daily average number of pcrysons (to the ncarest whole number) held in
custody during March 1978 with changes in the totals since February 1978
are :

Changes since

Males Females Total Feb, 1978
N.S.W. 3558 125 3683 + 103
vic, 1526 35 1561 v 57
qQLp” 1580 29 1609 + 32
S.A, 733 30 . 763 -+ 35
W.A. 1161 52 1213 + 51
TAS. 230 6 236 ' + 6
N.T. 155 5 160 - 10
AC.T. - 54 3 577" + 9

AUST. 8997 285 9282 + 283

* Including a small number of periodic detainecs
** 41 prisoncrs (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N,S,W. prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment ratcs
(i,e, prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates
(as above) .{(in thousands)

N.S.W, 3683 4994 73.8
vIC. 1561 3811 41.0
QLD 1609 2164 74.4
S.A. 763 1288 ' 59,2
W.A, 1213 1218 . "99,6
TAS, 236 413 ' 57.1
N.T. 160 . 111 144.1
A.C,T. 57 : 214 26.6
AUST. 9282 14213 65,3

* Forward listimates of Pgpulation as at 31 March 1978 (subject to rcvision)

(cont'd over page)



As at 1 March 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below' :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand * of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W, 3832 544 14,2 10.9
VIC. 1545 154 10,0 4.0
QLD 1572 116 7.4 5.4
S.A. 765 131 17,1 , 10.2
W.A. 1173 87 7.4 - 7.1
TAS, 246 25 10,2 6.1
N,T, 164 18 11,0 16,2
A.C,T, 54 14 25.9 6.5
AUST, 9351 1089 C 11,7 7.7
COMMENTS )
1, For the third month in succession therc has ‘been a significant

increase in the daily average number of prisoners, with the March total of
9282 being the highest found since May 1976, - The current Australian
imprisonment rate of 65,3 is cqual to the highest found over the same period.

2. Attention is drawn to the fact that the imprisonment rates for
each jurisdiction have been calculated on the basis of forward cstimatcs of
population for 31 March 1978, These estimates are slightly higher than
thosc used in the previous three months,

3. The number of prisoners on remand has shown an increase, this
being particularly noticecable in the four largest States, with South Australia
and New South Wales having proportionately very high numbers of remandees,
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24 May 1978

AUSTRALIAN PRISCN TRENDS - NO. 23

The daily average number of persons (to the nearcst whole number) held in
custody during April 1978 with changes in the totals since March 1978 are

April
Changes since
Males Females Total - Mar, 1978

N.S.¥W. 3593 130 3723 + 40
VIC. 1506 36 1542 =19
Quo” 1526 29 1555 - 54
S.A. 705 26 731 - 32
W.A. 1176 52 1228 + 15
TAS. 230 5 235 - 1
N.T. 151 4 155 - 5
A.C.T. 47 2 ST -

‘AUST., 8934 284 9218 - 64

* Including a small number of periodic detaineces
*% 36 prisoncrs (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S5.W, prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

*

Prisoners General Population

(as above)

Imprisonment Rates

(in thousands)

N.S.W, 3723 4994 74.6
Vic. 1542 3811 40.5
QLD 1555 2164 - 71.9
S.A. 731 1288 56.8
WA 1228 " 1218 100.8
TAS. 235 413 56.9
N.T. 155 111 139,606
A.C.T, 49 214 22,9
AUST, 9218 14213 64,9
* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1978 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)
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As at 1 April 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W, 3745 543 14.5 10,9
VIC. 1557 140 9.0 3.7
QLD, 1596 106 6.6 4.9
S.A, 750 138 18.4 10.7
W.A, 1223 125 10,2 10.3
TAS. 230 22 9.6 5.3
N.T. T 144 21 14,6 18,9
A,C.T. 48 13 27.1 6.1
AUST. 9293 1108 11.9 C 7.8
COMMENTS
- 1. For the first time this year a reduction in the daily average
number of prisoners is to be found in most jurisdictions and for Australia
as a whole.  The only exceptions where increases arec noted are New South
Wales and Western Australia, The decrcase in numbers. for the month is

particularly noticeable in Quecensland,

2, The overall Australian imprisonment ratc has fallen from 65.3
to 64.9, but the rates for the individual jurisdictions remain in the saic
rank order as previously, with the cxtreémes being represented by the two
Territories, Among the States the West Australian rate is now over 100,
a level which has not been found since this data collection system sturted
in May 1976.

3. In contrast with the overall trend, there has been a slight
increase in both the actual numbers and the rate of persons on remand,

4, As this system has now been going for two years, an additional
graph has been constructed showing the national trends in actual numbers
and imprisonment rate over this period, A copy of this is attached.

Compiléd by David Biles
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‘4»53'?*»%&&«*’ Director: William Clifford 10-18 Colbee Court, Phillip; A,C.T, 2606

P.0. Box 28, Woden, A,C,T, 2606

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM
3 July 1978°

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO, 24

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during May 1978 with changes in the totals since April 1978 are :

May
Changes since
Males - Females Total Apr. 1978

N.S.W. 3568 123 3691 - 32
vIC, . 1557 36 1593 + 51
QLD* 1523 29 1552 - 3
S.A. 704 24 728 - 3
W.A, 1isl 58 1249 + 21
TAS. 230 4 234 -1
N.T. 152 7 159 + 4
A.C.T. 48 2 50" '

AUST. 8973 283 9256 + .38

* Including a small number of periodic detainees
*% 41 prisoners (including 1 fcmale) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following iwmprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

¢

Prisoners Gcnerai Population* Iinprisonment R&tes

(as above) (in thousands) :
N.S.W. 3691 4994 ‘ 73.9
VIC. 1593 3811 4l.é
QLD 1552 2164 71.7
S.A. 728 1288 56.5
W.A. 1249 1218 102.6
TAS. 234 413 ' 56.7
N.T. 159 111 143.2
A.c.T. 50 214 23.4
AUST. 9256 14213 65.1

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1978 (subject to revision)
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As at 1 May 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these
who were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prfsoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Rermandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3639 436 .12.0 8.7
vIC, 1582 110 - 7.0 2.9
QLD 1555 105 6.8 4.9
S.A. 730 138 18.9 10.7
W.A. 1235 ‘129 10.5 10.6
TAS. . 236 16 . 6.8 3.9
N.T. 154 38 24.7 34.2
A.C.T. 52 14 26.9 6.5
AUST. 9183 986 10,7 6.9
COMMENTS
1. Comparcd with the previous month there was a slight increase in
the daily average number of prisoncrs in Australia in May 1978. The most

striking increases were noted in Victoria and Western Australia,

2. The overall imprisonment rate of 65.1 is not significantly .
different from the rates found in the previous three months, but a slight
reduction in the percentage of prisoners on remand is noted.

3. Some prisons administrations are including information in their
returns on the numbers of offenders on work release, etc. For May 1978

there were 27 prisoners on work release in New South Wales and six in Victoria.
At the same time, there was an average of 109 offenders secrving attendance
centre orxders in Victoria. It would be appreciated if other jurisdictions
with comparable programs could supply similar data.
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25 July 1978

AUSTRALTAN PRISON TRENDS - NO., 25

The dally average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during June 1978 with changes in the totals since May 1978 are :

June
Changes since
Males Femaleg Total __May 1978
N.S.V. 3555 122 3677 ) - L4
ViC. 1569 37 1606 + 13
orn” 1569 33 1602 + 50
S.A. 737 21 758 + 30
w.a. 1159 62 1221 - 28
TAS. 250 4 254 + 20
N.T. 163 8 171 + 12
A.C.T. 42 2 an™* - 6
AUST. 9044 289 9333 + 77

* Ipeluding a small number of periodic detaincces
*% 3G prisoners (ineluding 1 female) in this ltotal werce scrving sontonees
in N.8.W. prisons

Using the above totals for cach jurisdiction, the following impn-isonment wilies
(i.e. priscners per 100,000 of Lhe poupulation) have been calceulatoed s

Prisoncrs Caneral Population* Imprisomtenl Rates

fag above) {in thousands)
N.S.W. 3677 5007 73.4
vIC. 1606 3822 42.0
QLD 1602 2172 73.8
S.A. 758 1292 58.7
W.A. 1221 1225 99.7
TAS . 254 414 6l.4
N.T. 173 112 152.7
n.c.u. 44 215 20.5
AUST. 934 14259 65.5

* Forward BEstimates of Population as at 30 Junc 1978 (subject to roevision)

(cont'd over page)
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As at 1 June 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these
who were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoners on_Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3738 547 14,6 10.9
vIC. 1603 136 8.5 3.6
QLD 1562 93 6.0 4.3
S.A. 603 137 22.7 10.6
W.A. 1252 96 7.7 7.8
TAS. 241 20 8.3 4.8
N.T. 166 39 23.5 34.8

3

L.C.T. 39 7 18.0 3.3
AUST, 9204 1075 11.7 7.5
COMMENTS
1. The daily averages for June 1978 compared with the provious month
have gencrally shown increases, with movements in the opposilte dircction
being found in New South Wales, Western Australia and the Australion Capital

Terrxitory. The national dailly average hag increased by 77 prisoncrs during
the month.

2. These changes have increased the national imprisomment.rate Lrom
65.1 to 65.5 and it is noted that the current rates have boeon caleulated on
the basis of rovised population estimates.

3. In many jurisdictiong small numbers of prisoners on work release
programs are included in the daily average nunber of prisoners. Some of
these flgurbs are: nine in Victoria, 45 in Western Australia, and approx-
imately 65 in New South Wales. Excluded from the prisoncr statistics were:
122 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders and 16 offenders
in New South Wales on the Work Release II {Home Release) program.
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS -~ NO. 26

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during July 1978 with changes in the totals since June 1978 are :

July
Changes since
Males Females Total dune 1978

N.S.W. 3577 116 3693 + 16
VIC. 1611 40 1651 + 45
QLD* 1579 38 1617 + 15
S.A. 782 21 803 + 45
W.A. 1149 " 66 1215 - 6
TAS. 279 2 281 + 27
N.T. ) 169 7 176 +

A.C.T. a1 a as™" +

AUST. 9187 294 9481 + 148

* Including a small number of periodic detainees
** 35 prisoners (including 1 female) in this tvotal were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
{i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as_above) {in thousands)
N.S.W. 3693 5007 73.8
VIC. 1651 3822 43.2
QLD 1617 2172 74.4
S.A. 803 : 1292 62.1
W.A. 1215 1225 99.2
TAS. 281 414 67.9
N.T, 176 112 ‘ 157.1
A.C.T. 45 215 20.%9
AUST. 9481 14259 66.5

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 June 1978 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)
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As at 1 July 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these
who were on remand are shown in the table below : ’

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3698 513 13.9 ‘ 10.3
VIC. 1649 136 8.3 3.6
QLD 1609 ) 109 6.8 5.0
S.A. 802 153 19.1 11.8
W.a. 1233 101 8.2 8.2
TAS. 272 24 8.8 5.8
N.T. 172 39 22.7 34.8
A.C.T. 42 10 23,8 4,7
AUST. 9477 1085 11.5 7.6
COMMENTS
1. The trend towards increasing prison populations noted for cvery
month to date in 1978 continued in July. The increase of 148 prisoners in

the naticnal daily average over the previous month is particularly striking.
Both the total number of 9481 and the national rate of 66.5 arc the highest
recorded since this data gathering system began in 1976. In the seven
months since December 1977 the total daily average has incrcased from 8718
to 9481, or 7.6 pexr cent.

2. The diffecrences between jurisdictions in the use of imprisonment
continue, but the tendency towards increase is relatively uniform in all
States and Territories,

3. In many Jjurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release
programs are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of
these figures are: seven in Victoria, 42 in Western Australia and 62 in
New South Wales. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were:

133 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders and 17 offenders
in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS ~ NO. 27

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during August 1978 with changes in the totals since July 1978 are :

August
Changes since
Males Females Total dJuly 1978

N.S.W, 3589 122 3711 + 18
VIC. 1609 40 1649 - 2
QLD 1536 35 1571 - 46
S.A. 764 27 791 - 12
W.A. 1165 71 1236 + 21
TAS. 309 2 311 + 30
N.T. 176 8 184" +

A.C.T. 42 4 46** +

AUST. 9190 309 9499 + 18

* 21 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons
** 36 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serxrving sentences
in N.S:W. prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

e

Prisoners General Population* Iniprisonment Rates

{as_above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3711 5007 74.1
vIC. 1649 3822 43.1
QLD 1571 2172 72.3
S.A. 791 1292 6l.2
W.A. 1236 1225 100.9
TAS. 311 414 75.1
N.T. 184 112 164.3
A.C.T. 46 215 21.4
AUST. 9499 14259 66.6

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 June 1978 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)



As at 1 August 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers .of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these
who were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3698 562 15.2 11.2
vVIC. 1640 160 9.8 4.2
QLD 1573 91 5.8 4.2
S.A, 777 136 17.5 10.5
‘W.A. 1195 87 7.3 7.1
TAS. 312 42 13.5 10.1
N.T. 208 26 12.5 23.2
A.C.T. 43 11 25.6 5.1
AUST. 9446 1115 11.8 7.8
COMMENTS
1. With this issue of Australian Prison Trends an additional

refinement has been added whereby Northern Territory prisoners serving
séntences in other jurisdictions have been added to the Northern Territory
figures and subtracted from the jurisdictions in which they are being held.
As indicated in the footnotes to the first table, 21 N.T. male prisoners

were serving sentences in S.A. and two male and two female N.T. prisoners

in N.S.W. For the past several issues of RAustralian Prison Trends a similar
adjustment has been made for A.C.T. prisoners held in N.S.W.

These adjustments have the effect of slightly under~reporting
the actual numbers of prisoners held in N.S.W. and S.A., but the true totals
can be readily obtained by adding the figures shown in the footnotes.

2. The overall statistical picture for 1978 reveals a slowing down
in the rate of increase which has been seen since January 1978. The most
striking changes are a decrease in the Queensland numbers and an increase in
Tasmania.

3. In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release
programs are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of
these figures are: four in Victoria, seven in Queensland, 41 in Western
Australia and 71 in New South Wales, Excluded from the prisoner statistics
were: 143 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders and 17
offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 28

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during September 1978 with changes in the totals since August 1978 are :

September
Changes since

Males Females Total Aug. 1978
N.S.W. 3595 129 3724 + 13
VviIC. 1588 35 . 1e23 - 26
QLD 1578 35 1613 + 42
S.A. 769 27 796 +
W.A. 1165 75 1240 +
TAS. 322 4 326 + 15
N.T. 178 6 184" No change
A.C.T. 39 3 42** - 4
AUST. 9234 314 9548 + 49

* 20 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons

** 34 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates
{as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3724 5019 74.2
VIC. 1623 3833 42.3
QLD 1613 2175 74.2
S.A. 796 1294 61.5
W.A. 1240 1231 100.7
TAS. 326 415 78.6
N.T. 184 113 l162.8
A.C.T. 42 217 19.4
- AUST. 9548 14297 66.8

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1978 (subject to revision)
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As at 1 September 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. . 3729 531 14.2 : 10.6
VIC. 1657 170 10.3 4.4
QLD 1570 93 5.9 4.3
S.A. 802 135 16.8 10.4
W.A. 1257 97 7.7 7.9
TAS. 313 25 8.0 6.0
N.T. 180 18 10.0 15.9
A.C.T. 42 9 21.4 4.1
AUST. 9550 1078 11.3 7.5
COMMENTS
1. An increase in the daily average number of prisonérs is noted
once again for the month of September 1978. The only jurisdictions to

record slight decreases were Victoria and the Australian Capital Territory.

2. The September national imprisonment rate of 66.8 is the highest
recorded since this system was established in May 1976. It is, however,
considerably lower than the equivalent rates for the 1960s and early 1970s.

3. In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release
programs are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Sonme of
these figures are: two in Victoria, five in Queensland, 42 in Westexn
Australia and 61 in New South Wales. Excluded from the prisoner statistics
wexe: 143 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders and 15
offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 29

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during October 1978 with changes in the totals since Septeomber 1978 are

Octobexr
Changes since

Males Females Total Sept. 1978
N.S5.W. 3638 132 3770 + 46
vic. 1543 32 1575 - 48
QLD 1582 41 1623 + 10
S.A. 773 29 802 + 6
W.A, 1179 72 1251 + 11
TAS. 330 4 334 + 8
N.T. 178 6 184%* No change
A.C.T. 39 5 44%* + 2
AUST. 9262 321 9583 + 35

* 20 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons

*% 34 prisoners (including 4 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates

(as _above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3770 5019 75.1
VIC., 1575 3833 41.1
QLD 1623 2175 74.6
5.A. 802 1294 62.0
W.A. 1251 1231 101.6
TAS. 334 415 80.5
N.T. 184 113 162.8
A.C.T. 44 217 20.3
AUST. 958? 14297 : 67.0

B [4
* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1978 (subject to revision)
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As at. 1l October 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisonexs on Remand of Remandces of General .Population
N.S.W. 3750 479 12.8 9.5
vic. 1578 178 11.3 4,6
QLD ‘ leld 95 5.9 4.4
S.A. 798 140 17.5 10.8
W.A. 1216 95 7.8 7.7
TAS, 336 27 8.0 6.5
N.T. 188 15 8.0 13.3
A.C.T. 38 7 18.4 3.2
AUST. 9518 1036 10.9 7.2
COMMENTS
1. The trend towards increasing prison populations noted for every
month, except April, in 1978 continued in Qctober. In the 10 months since
December 1977, the total daily average has increased from 8718 to 9583, or
9.9 percent. Increases. in prison populations are noted for all jurisdictions

except Victoria, which showed a decrease, and the Northern Territory, which
recorded no change.

2. The overall imprisonment rate of 67.0 is not significantly
different from the rate found in the previous month, but a slight reduction
in the percentage of prisoners on remand is noted.

3. In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release
programs are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of
these figures are: 54 in New South Wales, two in Vvictoria, 12 in Queensland
and 50 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were:

16 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program
and 144 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Reseaxch)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO, 30

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during November 1978 with changes in the totals since October 1978
are :

November
Changes since

Males Females Total Oct. 1978
N.S.W. 3706 133 3839 + 69
vIC. 1551 31 1582 - + 7
QLD 1545 34 1579 - 44
S.A. 772 32 804 + 2
W.A. 1253 64 1317 + 66
TAS. 332 4 336 + 2
N.T. 185 9 194" + 10
A.C.T. 38 6 44** No change
RUST. 9382 313 9695 + 112

* 19 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (includiny 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons

*% 32 prisoners (including 5 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3839 5019 76.5
vVIic. 1582 3833 41.3
QLD 1579 2175 , 72.6
S.A. 804 1294 62.1
W.A. 1317 1231 107.0
TS, 336 : 415 81.0
N.T. 194 113 171.7
A.C.T. 44 ’ 27 20.3
AUST. 9695 . ‘ 14597 67.8

* Porward Estimates of Population as at 30 September 1978 (subject to revision)
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As at 1 November 1978 the actual {(as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below :

1

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees. per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3837 564 14.7 11.2
vic. 1569 136 _ 8.7 3.5
QLD 1600 88 5.5 4.0
S.A. 808 156 19.3 12.1
W.A. 1253 95 7.6 7.7
TAS. 328 32 9.8 7.7
N.T. 193 le 8.3 14.2
A.C.T. 41 10 24.4 4.6
AUST. 9629 1097 11l.4 7.7
COMMENTS
1. The Australian daily average number of prisconers of 9695 and

the imprisonment rate of 67.8 for November 1978 are the highest recorded
since this data collection system began in 1976.

2. Increases in prison populations are noted for all jurisdictions
except Queensland, which showed a significant decrease, and the Australian
Capital Territory, which recorded no change. The most striking increases
found are thoseé in New South Wales and Western Australia.

3. In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release .
programs are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of

these figures are: 44 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, eight in Queensland
and 41 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: -
16 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program
and 141 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

4. The differences between jurisdictions in the numbers of prisoners
on remand, shown above, suggest that the Australian Capital Texrritory, South
Australia and New South Wales have proportionately more prisoners in this
category than the national average. When considered as proportions of the
general population, however, the jurisdictions with higher than average numbers
of prisoners on remand are the Northern Territory, South Australia and New
South Wales. In these jurisdictions the high numbers of remandees may be

due to delays being experienced in the higher courts or may also be due to the
differences in bail policies. Por whatever reason, it is suggested that the
high numbers of remandees in these jurisdictions are a cause for concern.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 31 (AMENDED)

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during December 1978 with changes in the totals since November 1978
are :

.

December
Changes since
Males Females Total __Nov. 1978

N.S.W. 3697 132 3829 - 10
VIC. 1533 31 1564 - 18
QLD 1482 36 1518 - 61
S.A. 717 27 744 - 60
W.A. 1216 59 1275 ~ 42
TAS. 310 4 314 - 22
N.T, 188 8 _ 196* +

A.C.T, 36 3 39** ~

AUST, 9179 300 9479 - 216

* 19 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons

*% 28 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were scrving sentences
in N.S,W. prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated

Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates

(as_above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3829 5031 76.1
VIC. 1564 3845 40.7
QLD 1518 2182 69.6
S.A. 744 1298 57,3
WA, 1275 1238 103.0
TAS. 314 416 75.5
N,T. 196 : 114 171.9
A.C.T. 39 219 17.8
AUST. 9479 : 14343 66.1

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 December 1978. (subject to revision)
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2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small pumbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners, Some of these
figures are: 40 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, six in Queensland
and 48 in Western Australia.  Excluded from the prisoner statistics were:
17 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release)
program and 131 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 December 1978 the actual (as opposed to daily average) nunbers of
prisoners in custody in cach jurisdiction and the proportion of thesc who
were on remand are shown in the table below @

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3830 503 13.1 10.0
VIC, 1598 136 8.5 3.5
QLD 1547 85 5.5 3.9
S.A. 776 141 18,2 10.9
W.A, 1305 67 5.1 5.4
TAS. 338 37 10.8 8.9
N.T. 187 i3 7.0 - 11.4
A.C.T. 45 18 40.0 8.2
AUST. 9626 1000 10.4 7.0
COMMENTS
1. For the first time in eight months the total number of prisoners
in Australia in December 1978 showed a decrease. This decrease is found in
all major jurisdictions. A reduction in numbers in the month of December has

been noted in previous years and may be due to releasing practices over the
Christmas/New Year holiday period.

2. 1f December 1978 is compared with December 1977, this one-year
period has seen a national increasc in the daily average number of prisoners
of 761 or 8.7 percent.  The national impriscnment ratc has incrcascd over
this period from 61.6 to 66.1.  If this trend continues into 1979, prison
administrators throughout Australia will face increcasing managemont problems.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Dircctor (Rescarch)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 32

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during January 1979 with changes in the totals since December 1978
are :

January
Changes since
Males Females Total Dec. 1978
N.S.W. 3693 129 3822 - 7
VIC. 1473 29 1502 - 62
QLD 1525 35 1560 + 42
S.A. 703 24 727 - 17
W.A. 1229 57 1286 + 11
TAS. 284 2 286 ~ 28
N.T, 161 8 169" - 27
A.C.T. | 32 3 35" -4
AUST. . 9100 287 9387 - 92

* 19 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons

- %% 25 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were sexrving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons

. Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates

{(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.¥W. 3822 5031 76.0
VIC. 1502 3845 39.1
QLD 1560 2182 71.5
S.A. 727 1298 56.0
W.A. 1286 1238 103.9
TAS. 286 416 68.8
N.T. 169 ' 114 148.2
A.C.T.. 35 218 16.0
AUST. 9387 ‘ 14343 65.4

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 December 1978 (subject to revision)
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2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 37 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, seven in Queensland
and 42 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were:
16 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release)
program and 113 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 January 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3801 520 13.7 10.3
VIC. 1502 140 9.3 3.6 )
QLD 1527 88 5.8 4.0
S.A, 692 112 16.2 8.6
W.A. 1354 61 4.5 4.9
TAS. 293 16 5.5 3.8
N.T, 183 14 7.7 12.3
A.C.T. 32 6 18.8 2.7
AUST. 9384 - 957 10.2 6.7
COMMENTS
1. The daily average numbers of prisoners for January 1979 were generally
lower than they were for the previous month, with relatively small increases being
- found only in Queensland and Western Australia. Compared with the most recent

peak month of November 1978, these data represent an Australia-wide reduction of
308 prisoners.

2. The January 1979 Australian imprisonment rate of 65.4 compares with
67.8 found in November 1978. The current rate, however, is still considerably
higher thsn was found for any month during 1977.

3. In most jurisdictions there has been a reduction, both in absolute
numbers and in percentage terms, in the numbers of prisoners on remand.  The
decrease in the numbers of remandecs in South Australia has been the most noticeab
but relatively high numbers remain in the Noxrthern Territory and New South Wales.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)



o AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

‘A;,},;’mk{&w* Director: Willlam Clifford 1018 Colbee Court, Phillip. A.C.T. 2606
P.0. Box 28, Woden, A,C.T, 2606

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM
26 March 1979

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 33

The daily average number of persons (to the necarest whole number) held in
custody during February 1979 with changes in the totals since January 1979
are

February

Changes since
Males Females Total Jan. 1979
N.S.W. 3738 134 3872 + 50
VIC. 1534 36 1570 + 68
QLD 1548 42 1590 + 30
S.A. 738 28 766 + 39
W.A. 1276 65 1341 + 55
TAS. 285 3 288 + 2
N.T. 203 11 214" + 45
A.C.T. 28 3 31" - 4
AUST. 9350 322 , 9672 + 285

* 19 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons

*% 24 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons

Using the above totuls for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoncrs General Population* Imprisonment Rates

{as_above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3872 5031 77.0
VIC. 1570 3845 40.8
QLD 1590° 2182 72.9
S.A. 766 1298 59.0
W.A. 1341 1238 " 108.3
TAS. 288 416 69.2
N.T, 214 114 187.7
A.C.T. 31 : 219 14,2
AUST. . 9672 " 14343 67.4

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 December 1978 (subject to revision)
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2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release prograﬁs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 39 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, seven in Queensland
and 44 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were:
16 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release)
program and 116 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 February 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000 -
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population

N.S.W. 3881 607 15.6 12.1 -
VIC. 1546 148 9.6 3.8
QLD 1559 106 6.8 . 4.9
S.A. 757 158 20.9 12,2
W.A. 1411- 95~ 6.7 . 7.7
TAS. 278 12 4.3 2.9
N.T. 211 22 10.4 19.3
A.C.T. 36 14 38.9 6.4
AUST. 9679 1162 . 12.0 8.1
COMMENTS B
1. After two months of successive decreases in Australia's prison )
populations, the statistics for February 1979 record striking increases in ‘
all jurisdictions except the Australian Capitai Territory. = The monthly
increase of 285 to the daily average number of prisoners in Australia has
pushed the naticnal imprisonment rate up from 65.4 to 67.4. The increases

in numbers have proportionately been greatest in the Northern Territory and
Western Australia.

2. Apart from this overall increase, the numbers of prisoners on
remand on 1 February 1979 increased in all jurisdictions except Tasmania.
On that date, 12 per.cent of all prisoners in Australia werc on remand.
The numbers of remandees as a proportion of the general population were
highest in the Northern Territory, South Australia and New South‘Wales.

3. With the next publication of Australian Prison Trends it is hoped
to attach the results of a prison accommodation survey from which it should
be possible to calculate the ‘occupancy rates' of each prlson system. The
assistance of prison administrators in comp111ng these data is gratefully
acknowledged.

Cohpiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 34

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during March 1979 with changes in the totals since February 1979 are :

March
Changes since

Males Females Total Feb., 1979
N.S.W. 3775 129 3904 + 32
VIC. 1562 36 1598 + 28
QLD 1587 47 1634 + 44
S.A. 744 29 773 + 7
W.A. 1259 71 1330 - 11
TAS. 288 3 291 +
N.T. 208 8 216" v 2
A.C.T, 31 4 35** +
AUST.

9454 327 9781 + 109

* 19 prisoncrs in this total were scrving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons

** 206 prisoners (includirg 4 females) in this total were serving scntences
in N.S.W. prisons

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population*' Imprisonment Ratecs

{as_above) (in thousands) L
N.S.W. 3904 5065 77.1
VIC. 1598 3851 41.5
QLD 1634 2182 74.9
S.A. 773 1293 59.8
W.A. 1330 1241 . 107.2
TAS. 293, 416 70.0
N.T. 216 115 187.8
A.C.T. 35 221 15.8
AUST. 9781 o ua3s 68.0

. 3 ’ . . g
* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1979 {subjcct to revision)
** The discrepuncy between this total and the sum of the components is due
to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000.

(cont'd over page)
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NORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs :
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 39 in New South Wales, 10 in.Queensland and 40 in Western
Australia, Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 16 offenders in

New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 122
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 March 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoncrs in custody in cach jurisdiction and thc proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees pexr 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3888 . 587 15.1 11.6
VIC. 1590 127 8.0 3.3
QLD 1609 116 7.2 5.3
S.A. 764 127 16.6 9.8
W.A. 1472 - 139 9.4 11.2
TAS. 293 31 10.6 7.5
N.T. 233 23 9.9 20.0
A.C.T. 33 8 24,2 3.6
AUST. 9882 1158 11.7 8.1
COMMENTS
1. All jurisdictions except Western Australia have reported increascd
numbers of prisoncrs for March 1979 compared with the previous month.  The

national increase in the daily average number of prisoners of 109 is, however,
considerably smaller than the increase of 285 found in the previous month.

The national imprisonment rate (based on updated forward estimates of population,
for March 1979 was 68.0 compared with 67.4 in the prcvious month and 61.6 in
December 1977,

2. Notwithstanding the overall increase in the number of prisoners,

the numbers of remandees have remained relatively constant.  The proportion
of prisoncrs on rcmand has increased in Western Australia and Tasmania, but

there lias been a decrease in South Australia.

3. It has not becn possible to complete the planned prison accommodation
survey as difficulties in interpretation have occurred with some of the data
supplied. The results of this survey will be circulated as sovon as the problom:
have been resolved. ‘

Compiled by David Biles
‘ , Assistant Director (Resesnrch)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 35

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during April 1979 with changes in the totals since March 1979 are :

April
Changes since

Males Females Total Mar. 1979
N.S.W. 3745 137 3882 - 22
VIC. 1543 33 1576 - 22
QLD 1605 42 1647 + 13
S.A. 749 24 773 No change
W.A. 1418 8 1503 + 173
TAS. 286 4 290 - 1
N.T. 222 9 231" + 15
AC.T. 38 P 42" « 7
AUST, 9606 338 9944 + 163

* 19 prisoners in this total were scrving sentences in S.A, prisons and
4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons
*% . 27 prisoners {including 4 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons

Using the above totals for cach jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rutes
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. . 3882 5065 76.6
VIC. 1576 3851 40.9
QLD 1647 2182 75.5
S.A. 773 1293 59.8
WA, 1503 1241 121.1
TAS. 290 416 69.7
N.T. 231 115 200.9
AC.T, 42 221 19.0
AUST, 9944 14385 69.1

* Torward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1979 (subjcct to revision)
** The discrepancy between this total and the sum of the components is due

to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000.

(cont'd over page)
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WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 40 in New South Wales, onec in Victoria, 10 in Queensland

and 39 in Western Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics

were: 14 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release)
program and 137 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders,

As at 1 April 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numwbers of
prisoners in custody in cach jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand arc shown in the table below :

Total Prisoncrs Percentage Remandees per 100,0
Prisoners on_ Remand of Remandees of General Posulati
N.S.W. 3911 561 14.3 11.1
VIC. 1609 166 10.3 4.3 .
QLD 1640 116 7.1 5.3
S.A. 804 140 17.4 10.8
W.A. 1503 162 10,8 13.1
TAS. 301 22 7:3 5.3
N. T, 221 20 9.0 17.4
A.C.T, 36 9 25.0 4.1
AUST, 10028 1196 11.9 8.3
COMMENTS
1, The overall incrcase in the numbers of prisoncrs shown for ApT1I

1979 compared with the previous month may, to a large extent, be due to the
fact that for the past five months the Western Australian Dcpartmcnt of
Corrections has supplied daily averages which understatced the true situation
The source of this error, which did not apply to the numbers of prisoners
held on the first day of each month, has been located and corrected.

2, Apart from the abnormal West Australian figures, slight decreasc
in prison numbers were reported for New South Wales and Victoria.

3. There has been virtually no change in the proportion of
prisoners on remand at 1 April 1979 compared with the previous month, but
significant differcnces between jurisdictious rcmain,

4. The results of a prison accommodation survey have been compiled
and are attached,

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Dircctor (Rescarch)
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PRISON ACCOMMODATION SURVEY

In ecarly March 1979 all prison administrators in Australia werce asked
to supply to the Institute basic information on the numbers of cell and
dormitory beds available in cach State and Territory. It was not possible
for the New South Wales Department of Corrective Services to supply this
information, due to the different terminology used in that State, but all
other administrators worc able to do so. It was ascertained by telephone
that in New South Wales in May 1978 there was prison dccommodation for 3977
male and 120 female prisoners in cither single or shared accommodation units.

Administrators were asked to specify cellular or dormitory accommodation
for male and female prisoners in terms of maximwm, medium or minimum sccurity
rating. In most cases this information was supplicd, but as sceurity ratings
are arbitrary and may vary from onc jurisdiction to another, the summary of the
findings below refers only to single cells and dormitory beds for males and
females,

Table 1: Prison Accommodation in Australia as at 1 March 1979

N.S.W. Vic. Qid S.A. W.A. Tas. N.T. A.C.T. Aust.

MALE
— *
Single cells - 898 1623 815 962 426 127 12 4863,
Dormitory beds - 912 146 276 324 - 117 - 1775
Total male 3977 1810 1769 1091 1286 426 244 12 10615
FEMALE

*
Single cells - 6 11 74 81 23 16 6 217,
Domnitory beds - 61 32 4 56 - 6 - 159
Total female 120 67 43 78 137 23 22 6 496
TOTAL 4097** 1877 1812 1169 1423 449 266 18 11111

* excluding N.S.W.
** ag at May 1978

From this table it can be scen that Tasmania is the only State to have
established a fully cellular system, while Victoria seems to provide proportionutely
more dormitory accommodation than any other jurisdiction.

Using the total accommodation figures shown in Table 1 and the data given
in Australian Ppison Trends No. 34, with adjustments made to reflect the
jurisdictions in which prisoners were actually being held as opposed to where
they were sentenced, it has been possible to calculate 'occupaicy rates' for

(cont'd over page)
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cach prison system.. These rates are shown in Table 2.

Table 2: Prison Occupancy in Australia as at 1 March 1979
Total Total
Accommodation Number of Percentage
Available Prisoners Occupancy
N.S.W. 4097 3918 95.6
Vic. 1877 1590 84.7
Qid 1812 1609 88.8
S.A. 1169 783 67.0
W.A, 1423 1472 103.4
Tas, 449 293 65.3
N.T. 266 214 80.5
A.C.T, 18 7 38.9
Aust, 11111 9882 88.9

This tablc shows that while the overall Australian prison occupancy rate
is 88.9 per cent, these rates (excluding the A.C.T.) vary from 65.3 per cent
in Tasmania to 103.4 per cent in Western Australia.

The data given in the above table are as supplicd to the Institute by

Australian prison administrators. As prison accommodation is, to some extent,
a flexible concept, it is possible that some administrators may wish to submit
amended figures. Certainly, the question must be asked: how does Western

Australia accommodate more prisoners than it has room for?

Compiled by David Biles N
, Assistant Dircctor (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 36

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during May 1979 with changes in the totals since April 1979 arc :

May
Changes since
Males Females Total Apxr. 1979
N.S.W. 3715 139 3854 - 28
VIC. 1570 37 1607 + 31
QLD 1574 40 1614 - 33
S.A. 744 26 770 -3
W.A. 1407 78 1485 - 18
TAS. 303 5 308 + 18
N.T. 233 10 243" + 12
A.C.T. 43 3 46" + 4
AUST. 9589 338 9927 - 17

* 19 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A., prisons and
. 4 (including 2 females) in N.S.W. prisons
*% 32 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentcnces
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3854 5065 76.1
VIC. 1607 3851 41.7
QLD 1614 2182 74.0
S.A, 770 1293 59.6
W.A. 1485 1241 119.7
TAS. 308 416 74.0
N.T. 243 115 211.3
A.C.T. 46 » 221 - 20.8
AUST. 9927 14385** 69.0

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 31 March 1979 (subject to rovision)
** The discrepancy betwcen this total and the sum of the components is duec
to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000.

(cont'd over page)
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2.

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work reélease programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners.  Some of these
figures are: 39 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, nine in Queensland

and 35 in Western Australia.

Excluded from the prisoner statistics

were: 11 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release)
program and 154 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 May 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in cach jurisdiction and the proportion of thesc who
were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoncrs Percentage Remandecs per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandces of General Population
N.S.W. 3875 546 14.1 10.8
VIC. 1619 145 9.0 3.8
QLD 1631 101 6.2 4.6
S.A. 782 142 18.2 " 11.0
W.A. 1474 133 9.0 10.7
TAS. 294 28 9.5 6.7
N.T. 241 22 9.1 19.1
A.C.T. 47 18 38,3 8.1
AUST. 9963 1135 11.4 7.9
COMMENTS
1. The month of May 1979 has been onc of very little significant

change in prison populations compared with the previous month.,  Small
increases or decrcases are seen for cach jurisdiction resulting in an
overall decreasc of 17 prisoncrs in the month.
rate has remained virtually unchanged.

The national imprisonment

2. There has been a small decrease in the numbers of prisonexrs on
remand in May, but the Northern Territory, New South Wales, South Australia
and Western Australia all have significantly more remandees than the national

average.

3. It is now three years since this monthly collection was started
and in that period we have seen a decrcase in prison numbers until December
1977, with a general tendency to increase since that date.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Rescarch)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 37

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole numbexr) held in
custady during June 1979 with changes in the totals since May 1979 are :

June
Changes since
Males Females Total May 1979
N.S,W. 3692 147 3839 - 15
VIC. 1598 35 1633 + 26
QLD 1627 40 1667 + 53
S.A. 756 32 788 + 18
W.A, 1411 74 1485 No change
TAS., 302 3 305 - 3
N.T. 248 11 259" + 16
AC.T. 46 2 48** + 2
AUST, 9680 344 10024 + 97

* 21 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
3 (including 1 fomale) in N.S.W. prisons,

** 36 prisoncrs (including 2 females) in this total were scrving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for ecach jurisdiction, the following imprisomment rates
(i.e, prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated :

Prisoners General Population Imprisonment Rates

(as_above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3839 5078 75.6
VIC. 1633 3858 42,3
QLD 1667 2186 76.3
S.A. 788 1293 60.9
W.A. 1485 1244 119.4
TAS. 305 417 75.1
N.T. 259 117 221.4
A.C.T. 48 223 21.5
AUST. 10024 14416 69.5

)
N

* Forward DBstimates of Population as at 30 June 1979 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)
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WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures ave: 47 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, 10 in Queensland

and 37 in Western Australia. = Excluded from the prisoner stutistics

were: 9 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (llome Release)
program and 152 offenders in Victoria sexrving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 June 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below :

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3817 462 12.1 9.1
VIC. 1607 131 8.2 3.4
QLD 1631 101 6.2 4.6
S.A. 786 144 18.3 11,1
W.A, 1485 127 8.6 10.2
TAS. 309 6 8.4 6.2
N.T. 269 13.0 29.9
A.C.T. 46 12 26.1 5.4
AUST. 9950 1038 10.4 7.2
COMMENTS
1, The increases in prison populations for most jurisdictions fer
June 1979 have resulted in a national daily averape for the month of over
10,000 prisoncrs. ‘This is the highest total found since this data collecction

started in May 1976 and may be compared with the national total of 8,578
found in December 1976.

2. The national imprisonment rate of 69.5 for June 1979 is also the
highest found over this period.

5. A more pleasing feature of the current data is the fact that

there has been a slight reduction in both the absolute numbers and the
propostions of prisoners on remand at 1 Junc 1979 compared with the preceding
months.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Rkescarch) -
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 38

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during July 1979 with changes in the totals since June 1979 are:

July
Changes since

Males Females Total June 1979
N.S.W. 3689 137 3826 - 13
VIC. 1638 43 1681 + 48
QLD 1636 42 1678 + 11
S.A. 780 29 809 + 21
W.A, 1416 78 1494 + 9
TAS. 291 3 294 - 11
N.T. 246 13 259" No change
A.C.T. 49 2 51" v 3
AUST, 9745 347 10092 + 68°

* 20 prisoners in this totual were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
3 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisons.
** 37 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population® Imprisonment Rates

{(as above) {in thousands)
N.S.W. 3820 5078 75.3
ViC. 1681 3858 43.6
QLD 1678 2186 76.8
S.A. 809 1293 62.6
W.A. 1494 1244 120.1
TAS. 294 417 70.5
N.T. 259 117 221.4
A.C.T. 51 223 22.9
AUST. 10092 14416 70.0

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 June 1979 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)
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WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 52 in New South Wales, one in Victoria, 10 in Queensland
and 30 in VWestern Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were:
9 offenders in New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release)
program and 150 offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 July 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Remandees

per 100,000

Total Prisoners Percentage of Gencral

Prisoners on Remand of Remandecs Population
N.S.W. 3839 517 13.5 10.2
VIC. 1669 125 7.5 3.2
QLD 1710 110 6.4 5.0
S.A. 804 136 16.9 10.5
W.A. 1481 122 . 8.2 9.8
TAS. 305 17 5.6 4.1
N.T. 260 34 13.1 29.1
A.C.T. 59 11 18.6 4.9
AUST. 10127 1072 10.6 7.4

COMMENTS
1. For the second month in succession the daily average number of

prisoners in Australia has been greater than 10,000 with a slightly highex
national total being found in July 1979 compared with the previous month.
The jurisdictions rccording the most significant increases during the
month were Victoria and South Australia.

2. The national imprisonment rate (daily average prisoners per 100,000
population) has reached 70 for the first time since this data collection
started in May 1976. Significant differences in imprisonment rates for
different jurisdictions are again noted, and, at a speculative level, it is
suggested that the high rates in some jurisdictions may be contributing to
the problems of prison management.

3. Over 10 per cent of prisoners, in custody at 1 July 1978 were on
remand and this proportion seems to remain relatively constant
notwithstanding the absolute numbers of prisoners.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 39

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during August 1979 with changes in the totals since July 1979 are:

August
Changes since
Males Females Total __July 1979
N.S.W. 3610 131 3741 - 85
VIC. . 1672 56 1728 + 47
QLD 1584 41 1625 - 53
S.A. 793 31 824 ) + 15
W.A. 1411 72 1483 - 11
TAS. 284 5 289 -
N.T. 245 11 256" -
A.C.T. 44 3 a7 -
AUST. 9643 350 9993 - 99

* 19 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
3 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisons.

** 35 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3741 5078 73.7
VIC. 1728 3858 44.8
QLD 1625 2186 74.3
S.A. 824 1293 63.7
W.A. 1443 1244 119.2
TAS. 289 417 69.3
N.T. 256 117 . 218.8
A.C.T. 47 223 21.1
AUST. 9993 14416 . 69.3

* Forward Estimates of Population as at 30 Junc 1979 (subject to revision)
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WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisomers on work release programs
arc included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 62 in New South Wales, eight in Queensland and 34 in Western
Australia.  Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: nine offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 153
offenders in Victoria serving attendance Gentre orders.

As at 1 August 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand arc shown in the tablc below:

Total Prisoners Perceﬁtage Remandees per 100,G00
Prisoners on Remand of Remandces of General Population
N.S.W. 3813 542 14.2 10.7
VIC. 1707 124 7.3 3.2
QLD 1632 94 5.8 4.3
S.A. 809 126 15.6 9.7
W.A. 1482 144 9.7 11.6
TAS. 296 23 7.8 5.5
N.T. 247 28 11.3 23.9
A.C,T. 45 12 26.7 5.4
AUST. 10031 1093 10.9 7.6
COMMENTS
1. After two months of increases in the numbers of prisoncrs in
Australia there was a significant decreasc in August 1979, The numbers

fell in all jurisdictions except Victoria and South Australia, with the
most striking decreases being found in New South Wales and Queensland,

2. ‘ This reduction in numbers has marginally reduced the national
imprisonment rate from 70.0 to 69.3 prisoners per 100,000 of the population.
It is of some interest to note that New Zealand at the beginning of August
had an equivalent rate of 87.1.

3, Notwithstanding the general decrease there has been a slight
increase in the number of prisoners on remand., At 1 August 1979 nearly
11 per cent of all prisvners in Australia were remandces.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Rescarch)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 40

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during September 1979 with changes in the totals since August 1979
are:

September
Changes since

Males Females Total __Aug. 1979
N.S.W, 3544 130 3674 - 67
VIC. 1681 54 1735 + 7
QLD 1576 48 1624 . -1
S.A. 791 28 819 - 5
WA, 1407 76 1483 No change
TAS. 267 4 271 - 18
N.T. 238 11 249" -
AC.T. 10 2 42" -
AUST. 9544 353 9897 - 96

* 18 prisoners in -this total werc scrving sentences in S.A. prisons and
3 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisons.

*% 34 prisoncrs (including 2 female,) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoncrs per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

*
General Pepulation  Imprisonment Rates
(in thousuands)

Prisoncrs
(as_above)

N.5.W, 3674 5092 72.2
VIC. 1735 3866 44,9
QLD 1624 2199 73.9
S.A. 819 1294 63.3
W.A, 1483 1248 118.8
TAS. 271 418 64.8
N.T. 249 117 212.8
A.C.T. 42 224 18.8
AUST. 98467 14458 68.5

*  Bstimated

Populution as at 30 Scptember 1979 (subjcct to revision)

(cont'd over page)



WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoncrs on work releasc programs

are included in the daily averagce number of prisoncrs. Some of thesce
figures are: 50 in New South Wales, 5 in Quecensliand and 41 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoncr statistics were: 13 offenders in

New South Wales on the Work Release [T (Home Relense) program ami 147
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders,

As at 1 September 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily avorage) numbers of
prisoners in custody in cach jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand arc shown in the table below:

Total Prisoncrs Percentage Remandecs per 100,000
Prisoncrs on Rewmand of Recmandees of General Population
M.S.W. 3656 525 14.4 10.3
VIC. 1745 126 7.2 3.3
QLD 1623 98 6.0 4.5
S.A. 819 140 17.1 ; 10.8
WA, 1477 119 8.1 9.5
TAS., 276 23 8.3 5.5
N.T. 252 49 19,4 41.9
A.C.T. 42 i1 26.2 4.9
AUST. 9890 1091 11.0 7.5
COMMENTS
1, For the sccond month in succession the f1gurcq for Scptemher 1979
show a slight decrease in the number of prisoncrs in Australia. Decreascs

can be scen for all jurisdictions except Victorxria and Western Australia.

2, These slightly lower figures, and revised ostimates of ihe gencral
population as at 30 Scprember 1979, have resulted in a natlonal imprisonmoent
rate of 68.5, comparcd with 69.3 found in thie previous month.

3. It is of some inferest to note that since this data collection
started in May 1970 there hos been o slow but steady increase 1n the proportion
of prisoncrs who arc female, This proportion was originally 2.6 per cent of

the total and it is now at the level of 3.6 per cent.

Compiled by David Biles
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AUSTRATJAN PRTISON TRENDS - NO. 41

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during October 1979 with changes in the totals since September 1979
are:

October

Changes since

Males Females Total _Sept. 1979
N.S.W. 3558 124 3682 + 8
VIC. 1657 52 1709 - 26
QLD 1562 43 1605 - 19
S.A. 810 26 836 + 17
W. A, 1406 81 1487 + 4
TAS. 272 7 279 + 8
N.T. 261 13 274* + 25
A.C.T. 41 2 43** + 1
AUST. 9567 348 9915 ‘ + 18

* 15 prisoners in this total were serving scntences in S.A. prisors and
4 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisons.
**% 35 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were scrving sentences
in N.S.W, prisons. .
Using the above totals for cach jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000: of the populution) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Populution* Tmprisonment Rates

(as_above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3682 5092 72.3
vic. 1709 3866 44.2
QLD 1605 2199 75.0
S.A. 836 1294 64.6
W.A, 1487 1248 119.2
TAS. 279 418 66.7
N.T. 274 ’ 117 234.2
A.C.T. 43 224 19.2
AUST. 9915 14458 68.6

V¥ Ustimared Population as at 30 Septewber 1979 (subject to revision)

(cont 'd over pape)



2.

WORK RELEASL AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoncrs on work reclease programs
are included in the doily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 46 in New South Walcs, 6 in Queenslond and 48 in Wuxlcxn
Australia, Lxcluded from the prisoner statistics were: 11 offenders in
New South Wnles on the Work Release II (llome Releasc) program and 145

offonders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders,

As at 1 October 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportlon of these who
were on remand arc shown'in the table below:

Total Prisoncrs Percentage Remandec¢s per 100,000

Prisoners on Remand of Remandecs of General Population
N.S.W. 3676 532 14.5 10.4
VIC. 1702 100 5.9 2,6
QLD 1618 101 6.2 4.0
S.A. 8§40 145 17.3 11.2
W.A. 1497 123 8.2 9.9
TAS. 274 20 .3 4.8
N.T. 271 37 13.7 31.6
A.C.T. 39 7 17.9 3.1
AUST. 9917 1065 10.7 7.4
COMMENTS
1. Only small changes in the daily average numbers of prisoners have
occurred from September to October 1979,  The national imprisonment rate has
therefore remained virtually unchanged at 68.6. The most striking rate for

the jurisdictions is 234.2 noted for the Northern Territory.

2, The statistics for prisoncrs on remand have also changed very
little, with the Northern Territory, South Australia und New South Wales
continuing to have the highest rates for remands in custody.

Compiled by David Biles
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 42

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during November 1979 with changes in the totals since October 1979
are:

November
Changes since
Males Females Total __Qct. 1079
N.S.W, 3508 128 3636 - 46
ViC. 1663 49 1712 +
QLD 1554 42 1596 -
S.A. 822 28 850 + 14
W.A. 1386 77 1463 - 24
TAS. 280 7 287 + 8
N.T. 235 13 248" - 26
A.C.T. 51 3 547" ¥ 11
AUST. 9499 347 9846 - 69

* 15 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S5.A, prisons and
4 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisoms.
** 48 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i,e. prisoncrs per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisonecrs General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands) :
N.S.W. 3636 5092 71.4
VIC. 1712 3866 44.3
QLD 1596 2199 72.6
S.A. 850 1294 65.7
W.A, 1463 1248 117.2
TAS. 287 418 68.7
N.T. 248 117 ' 212.0
A.C.T. 54 224 24.1
AUST. 9846 14458 68.1

* Estimated Population as at 30 September 1979 (subject.to revision)

(cont'd over page)



WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many juribdictions small numbers of prlsoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 50 in New South Wales, 5§ in Queensland and 46 in Western
Australia.,  Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 14 offenders in

New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 146
offenders in Victoria serxving atrtendance centre orders.

As at 1 November 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandecs per 100,000

Prisoncrs on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3659 504 13.8 9.9
Vic. 1708 91 5.3 2.4
QLD 1612 93 5.8 4.2
S.A. 832 129 15.5 10.0 ?
W.A, 1453 105 7.2 8.4
TAS. 281 25 8.9 6.0 |
N.T. 244 43 17.6 36.8 ‘
A.C.T. 49 7 14,3 3.1 :
AUST. 9838 997 10.1 6.9
COMMENTS
1. Reductions in the daily average numbers of prisoners held in November
197¢, partlcular]y in New South Wales, Western Australia and the Northern Territory,
resulted in 2 fall in the national imprisonment rate from 68.6 to 68.1.  This

is the lowest rate recorded since January 1979, but it is still considerably
higher than the rates found throughout 1977 and 1978,

2. It is of some interest to note that over a period of two years (since
November 1977} the imprisonment rates of all jurisdictions have increuased, the
most striking being for the Northern Territory (from 138.3 to 212.0) and Westcrn
Australia (from 96.6 to 117.2).

3. Remand prisoners constituted a slightly lower percentage of all
prisoncrs in November compared with October 1979 and there was also a fall in
the number of remandees per 100,000 of the general population.  Both of these
measures of the use of remand in custody are lower than the equivalent figures
found twelve months previously.
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 43

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during December 1979 with changes in the totals since November 1979
are:

December
Changes since
Males Females Total Nov. 1979
N.S.W. 3404 122 3526 - 110
Vic, 1666 44 1710 - 2
QLD 1533 42 1575 - 21
S.A. 778 27 805 - 45
W.A. 1355 61 1416 - 47
TAS. 287 6 293 + 6
N.T. 253 13 266" + 18
A.C.T. 52 3 55%" 1

AUST. 9328 318 9646 - 200

* 15 prisoners in this total were serving sentepces in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisons.

** 46 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population}) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) {in thousands)
N.S.W. 3526 5114 . 68.9
VIC. 1710 3877 44.1
QLD 1575 2206 71.4
S.A. 805 1297 62.1
W.A, 1416 1255 112.8
TAS. 293 419 69.9
N.T. 266 118 ’ 225.4
A.C.T. , 55 226 24.3
AUST. ' 9646 14512 ' 66.5

* Estimated Population as at 31 December 1979 (subject to revision)

{cont*d over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 57 in New South Wales, 6 in Quecnsland and 36 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 18 offenders in

New South Wales on the Work Relcase II {Home Relcase) program and 131
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 December 1979 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in cach jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand arc shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandecs per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandces of General Population
N.S.W, 3547 441 12.4 8.6
VIC. 1720 62 3.6 1.6
QLD 1595 90 5.6 4.1
S.A. 844 132 15.6 10.2
W.A, 1410 79 5.6 6.3
TAS. 295 19 6.4 4.5
N.T. 274 46 16.8 39.0
A.C.T. 52 6 11.5 2.7
AUST, 9737 875 9.0 6.0
COMMENTS
1. The decrease in prison populations in December 1979 noted for all )

major Australian jurisdictions has reduced the national imprisonment rate to

66.5, almost exactly the samc figure as found in December 1978 but considerably »
higher than the 61.6 found in December 1977.  Decreased prison numbers have

been found each December for the past four years and are thought to be due in
part to carly discharges being granted over the holiday period.

2. A relatively constant phenomenon is the difference in imprisonment
rates between jurisdictions.  The Northern Territory rate is more than nine
times the rate for the A.C.T. and, in the States, the Western Australian rate
is more than two-and-a-half times the Victorian rate.

3. At 1 December 1979 there were proportionately fewer prisoners on
remand than in the preceding months but there were still significant differences
between jurisdictions in both the percentages of remandees and the remandecs

per 100,000 of the relecvant populations.
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 44

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during January 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year arc:

January
Changes since
Males ~° Females Total Dec. 1979 Jan. 1979
N.S.W. 3397 130 3527 s 1 - 295
vIC. 1635 45 1680 - 30 + 178
QLD 1523 43 1566 -9 + 6
S.A. 747 25 772 - 33 + 45
W.A. 1367 67 1434 + 18 + 62
TAS. 278 5 283 - 10 - 3
N.T, 245 9 254" - 12 + 85
A.C.T. 59 2 61°" + 6 + 26
AUST. 9251 326 9577 - 69 + 104

* 14 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisons. )

** 53 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were sexrving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

" Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonmcnf rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as_above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3527 5114 69.0
VIC. 1680 3877 43.3
QLD 1566 2206 71.0
S.A. 772 1297 © °59.5
W.A. . 1434 1255 114.3
TAS. 283 419 67.5
N.T. 254 118 215.3
A.C.T. 61 226 27.0
AUST. 9577 14512 66G.0

* Estimated Population as at 31 December 1979 (subject to revision)

{cont'd over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 45 in New South Wales, 5 in Queensland and 35 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 21 offenders in

New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 133
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 January 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.5.W. 3441 - 510 14.8 10.0
VIC. 1667 156 9.4 4.0
QLD 1547 95 6.1 4.3
S.A. 765 119 15.6 9.2
W.A. 1412 67 4.7 5.3
TAS. 289 23 8.0 5.5
N.T. 263 33 12,5 28.0
A.C.T. 57 5 8.8 2.2
AUST. 9441 1008 10.7 6.9
COMMENTS v
1. Prison populatlons generally continued to fall in January 1980,

with the most notable decreases being found in South Australia and Victoria.
The overall imprisonment rate of 66.0 is not significantly different from
the equivalent rate found for January 1979.

2. Notwithstanding the overall decrease in the numbex of people in
prison, the proportion who were on remand at 1 January 1980 incrcascd from
9.0 percent to 10.7 percent in one month. The number of remandees per 100,000

of the general population alsc increased from 6.0 to 6.9. This change is
thought to be due to the closure of the higher courts for the holiday period.
The increase in the number of remand prisoners is particularly noticeable in
Victoria.

3. An addition to this issue of Australian Prison Trends, which
will be continucd in the future, is a column showing the changes in prison
populations over a 12-month period as well as changes from the previous month.

Compiled by David Biles
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AUSTRALTIAN PRISON TRENDS ~ NO. 45

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during February 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

February
Changes since
Males Females = Total Jan. 1980 Feb. 1979
N.S.W. 3473 136 3609 + 82 - 263
vic. 1659 48 1707 ) + 27 + 137
QLD 1536 53 1589 + .23 - 1
S.A. 794 24 818 + 46 + 52
W.A. 1396 71 1467 + 33 + 3
TAS. 272 4 276 - 7 - 12
N.T. 246 9 255% + 1 + 41
A.C.T. 56 2 58** - 3 + 27
AUST. 9432 347 9779 + 202 - 16

% 14 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 1 female) in N.S.W. prisoms.
*% 50 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total werz: serving sentences
in N.5.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3609 5114 70.6
VIC. 1707 3877 44.0
QLD 1589 2206 72.0
S.A. 818 1297 63.1
W.A. 1467 1255 116.9
TAS. 276 419 65.9
N.T. 255 118 216.1
A.C.T. 58 226 25.7
AUST. 9779 14512 67.4

® “Estimated Topulatlion as at 31 December 19/9 (subject to revislon)

(cont'd over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the dally average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 62 in New South Wales, 6 in Queensland and 36 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 22 offenders in New
South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 124 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 February 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3549 533 15.0 10.4
VIic. 1696 168 9.9 4.3
QLD 1560 110 7.1 5.0°
S.A, 794 111 14.0 8.6
W.A. 1469 68 4.6 5.4
TAS. 277 21 7.6 5.0
N.T. 254 28 11.0 23.7
A.C.T 54 6 11.1 2.7
AUST. 9653 1045 10.8 7.2
COMMENTS
l. During the month of February 1980 there were significant increases in

the prison populations of all major jurlsdictions compared with the previous
month. This is thought to be due in part to the commencement of the legal year
in February. Similar changes have been found in each of the past years.

2. The total daily average number of prisoners In Australia for February
1880 was very similar to the total found twelve months previously, but the most
recent national imprisonment rate is marginally lower.

3. Perhaps contradicting the suggestion made in (1) above, the proportlon
of prisoners on remand and the number of remandees per 100,000 of the general
ppopulation on 1 February 1980 were both slightly higher than one month
earlier.
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 46

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during March 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

March
Changes since
Males Females Total Feb. 1980 Mar. 1979
N.S.W. 3508 131 3639 . + 30 - 265
VIC. 1707 49 1756 + 49 + 158
QLD 1605 50 1655 + 66 + 21
S.A. 764 18 782 - 36 + 9
W.A. 1456 69 1525 + 58 + 56
TAS. 258 5 263 - 13 - 28
N.T. 255 11 266" + 11 + 50
A.C.T. 50 2 52" - 6 s 17
AUST. 9603 335 9938 + 159 + 18

* 13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
4 (including 1 fcemale) in N.S.W. prisons.

*% 45 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
{i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates °

{as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3639 5114 71.2
VIC. 1756 3877 45.3
QLD 1655 2206 75.0
S.A. 782 1297 60.3
W.A. 1525 1255 121.5
TAS. : 263 419 62.8
N.T. 266 1i8 225.4
ACLT, 52 226 23.0
AUST. 9938 14512 68.5

* Estimated Population as at 31 December 1979 (subject to rovision)
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WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs are
included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these figures are:

72 in New. South Wales, 5 in Queensland and 37 in Western Australia, Excluded
from the prisoner statistics were: 20 offenders in New South Wales on the Work
Release II (Home Relecase) program and 127 offenders in Victoria serving attendance
centre orders.

As at 1 March 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of prisoners
in custody in cach jurisdiction and the proportion of these who werc on remand are
shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population

N.S.V. 3637 564 15.5 . 11,0

VIC. 1861 149 8.0 3.8

QLD 1620 131 8.1 5.9

S.A. 835 108 12.9 8.3

W.A, 1458 93 6.4 7.4

TAS. 271 22 8.1 5.3

N.T. 261 26 10.0 22,0
A.C.T. 50 7 14,0 3.1
AUST. 9993 1100 11.0 7.6
COMMENTS

1. For the seccond month in succession there have been significant

increases in prison populations during March in all major jurisdictions e¢xcept

South Australia. The national total, however,'is only marginally higher than

that found in March 1979. The 12-month comparison shows a striking differcnce
between the trends in New South Wales and Victoria.

2. Very significant differences in imprisonment rates and remand
“ rates continue to be noted with no sign of these differences diminishing.

3. In the near future the Institute is to publish quarterly correctional
statistics from a number of countries in the Asian and Pacific region. - The
Australion national data will be included in this publication. Recipients of

- Australian Prison Trends will also be supplied with copies of this ncw series.
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 47

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during April 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

April
Changes since
Males Females Total Mar, 1980 Apr. 1979
N.S.W. 3427 134 3561 - 78 - 321
VIC. 1730 46 1776 + 20 + 200
QLD 1630 55 1685 + 30 + 38
S.A. 819 22 841 + 59 + 068
W.A. 1496 60 1556 + 31 + 53
TAS. 270 4 274 + 11 - 16
N.T. 236 10 246* - 20 + 15
A.C.T. 55 2 57** +. 5 + 15
AUST. 9663 333 9996 + 58 + 52

* 13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
3 in N.S.W. prisons.

** 48 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners " General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) {in thousands)
N.S.W. 3561 5131 69.4
VIC. 1776 3887 45.7
QLD 1685 2214 76.1
S.A. ' 841 1300 64.7
W.A. 1556 1262 123.3
TAS. 274 420 65.2
N.T. 246 120 205.0
A.C.T. 57 228 25.0
AUST. 9956 14562 68.6

* Estimates Population as at 31 March 1980 (subject to revision)
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2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs are
included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these figures are:
60 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 33 in Western Australia. Excluded
from the prisoner statistics were: 21 offenders in New South Wales on the Work
Release II (llome Release) program and 141 offenders in Victoria serving
attendance centre orders.

As at 1 April 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of prisoners
in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of thesec who were on remand
are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandces per 100,000

Prisoners on Remand of Remandecs of General Population
N.S.W. 3544 503 14.2 9.8
VIC. 1804 115 6.4 3.0 ’
QLD 1667 109 6.5 4.9
S.A. 815 135 16.6 10.4
W.A, 1511 75 5.0 5.9
TAS. 271 20 7.4 4.8
N.T. 255 42 16.5 35.0
A.C.T. 54 7 13.0 3.1
AUST. 9921 1006 10.1 6.9
COMMENTS
1. All jurisdictions except New South Wales and the Northern Territory
have recorded increases in prison populations in April 1980 compared with the
previous month. Compared with one year ago all totals are higher except for

those of New South Wales and Tasmania.

2. The national imprisonment rate for April 1980 was only sllghtly
higher than that of the previous month.  This slight change is due in part
to the fact that the general population estimates have been updated.

3. The percentage of prlsoners on remand and the remandees per 100,000
of the population have both decreased in April compared with March, but for
South Australia and the Northern Territory the numbexrs of remandeces increased
over this period.
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 48

The daily average number of persons {to the nearést whole number) held in
custody during May 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

May
Changes since

Males Females Total Apr. 1980 May 1979
N.S.W. 3427 127 3554 -7 - 300
vIC. 1730 47 1777 + 1 + 170
QLD 1639 51 1690 + 5 + 76
S.A. 834 19 853 +.12 + 83
W.A. 1462 56 1518 - 38 + 33
TAS. 273 6 279 + 5 - 29
N.T. 246 12 258" + 12 + 15
A.C.T. 56 1 57" No change + 11
AUST. 9667 319 9986 - 10 + 59

* 13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
3 in N-S.W. prisons.

*% 46 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment rates
(i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisonexrs General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3554 5131 69.3
VIC. 1777 - 3887 45.7
QLD 1690 2214 76.3
S.A. 853 1300 65.6
W.A. 1518 1262 120.3
TAS. 279 420 66.4
N.T. 258 120 215.0
A.C.T. 57 228 25.0
AUST. 9986 14562 68.6

* Estimated Population as at 31 March 1980 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)



2.
WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many Jurlsdlctlons small numbers of prisoners on work release programs are
included in the daily average number of prlsoncrs Some of these figures are:
64 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 29 in Western Australia. Excluded
from the prisoner statistics were: 31 offenders in New South Wales on the Work
Release II (llome Release) program and 144 offenders in Victoria serving
attendance centre orders.

As at 1 May 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of prisoners
in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were on remand
are shown in the tableée below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandeces per 100,000
Prisoners  on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3548 518 14.6 10.1
VIC, 1801 133 7.4 3.4
QLD 1681 122 7.3 5.5
S.A. 859 149 17.3 11.5
W.A. 1548 111 7.2 ’ 8.8
TAS. 282 20 7.1 4.8
N.T. 252 45 17.9 37.5
A.C.T. 54 10 18,5 4.4
AUST. 10025 1108 11.1 7.6
COMMENTS
1. Australian prison populations in May 1980 have changed very

little since the previous month, the only exception being a reduction in
numbers in Western Australia,

2. In nearly all jurisdictions there has been an increase in the
numbers of prisoners on remand with the overall proportion of remandees
increasing from 10.1 percent to 11.1 percent in a month. Jurisdictions with
high 'remanding rates' are the Northern Territory, South Australia and New
South Wales.

3. In a similar exercise to this collection of Australian prison
statistics the Institute has recuntly initiated data collection on a quartcrly
basis from a number of countries in Asia and the Pacific. The first
quarterly summary of these data are soon to be published in the Institute's
quarterly newsletter, Reporter.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)



A
U AUSIEAIRGE

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

Director: William Clifford
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 49

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM

29 dJuly 1980

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custodﬁ during June 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month and
e

over the past year are:

dJune

) Males Females Total May lgggnges 513§§e 1979

N.S.M. 3324 125 3449 - 105 - 390
VIC. 1711 46 1757 - 20 + 124
QLb 1634 52 1686 - 4 + 19
S.A. 849 25 874 + 21 + 86
W.A. 1404 59 1463 - 55 - 22
TAS. 264 6 270 - 9 - 35
N.T. 258 11 269" £ 1 + 10
A.C.T. 59 1 60™" + 3 + 12
AUST. 9503 325 9828 - 158 - 196

“ ¥ 13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S5.A. prisons and
3 in N.S.W. prisons.

** 48 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for_each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment

rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:
Prisoners General Popu]ation* Imprisonment Rates
(as above) {in thousands)
N.S.W. 3449 5146 67.0
VIC. 1757 3895 45.1
QLD 1686 2223 75.8
S.A. 874 1302 67.1
W.A. 1463 1268 115.4
TAS. 270 421 6441
N.T. 269 121 222.3
CA.C.T. 60 230 261
AUST. 9828 14606 67.3

* Estimated PopuTation as at 30U June I98U {Subject to revisionj

(cont'd over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
fiqures are: 56 in New South Wales, 5 in Queensland and 27 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 23 offenders in
New South Walés on the Work Release Il (Home Release} program and 147
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 June 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each Jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
) Prisoners  on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3412 468 13.7 9.1
- VIC. 1759 95 5.4 2.4
QLb 1684 119 7.1 5.4
S.A. 855 144 16.8 11.1
W.A. 1507 70 4.6 5.5
TAS. 270 24 8.9 5.7
N.T. 267 43 16.1 35.5
A.C.T. 62 14 22.6 6.1
AUST. 9816 977 10.0 ) 6.7
COMMENTS
1. In June 1980 there was a decrease in prison populations iﬁ most

Australian. jurisdictions, with New South Wales and Western Australia being
most notable. Compared with one year earlier the total number of
prisoners was down by nearly 200.

2.  The national imprisonment rate for June 1980 was 67.3_compared with
69.5 in June 1979. The New South Wales rate has fallen to 67.0 from a
high of 77.1 in March 1979. The Victorian_rate however has increased to
45.1 from a low of 39.1 in January 1979. The most dramatic change has
occurred in the Northern Territory where the current rate of 222.3 may be
compared with 139.6 in April 1978.

3. The numbers of remand prisoners have tended to fall in recent
months, but significant differences between jurisdictions can still be seen
in these numbers.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS — NO. 50

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during July 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

July
Changes since
Males Females Total June 1980 July 1979
N.S.W. 3312 123 3435 - 14 - 391
Vic. 1754 51 1805 + 48 + 124
QLD 1622 54 1676 - 10 - 2
S.A. 857 29 886 + 12 + 77
W.A. 1411 60 1471 + 8 - 23
TAS. 257 7 264 - 6 - 30
N.T. 261 13 274% + 5 + 15
A.C.T. 53 1 S54%x* - 6 + 3
AUST. 9527 338 9865 + 37 - 227

* 13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
2 in N.S.W. prisons.

*% 44 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population¥® Imprisonment Rates

(as_above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3435 5146 ' 66.9
Vic. 1805 3895 46.3
QLD 1676 2223 75.4
S.A. 886 1302 68.0
W.A. 1471 1268 116.0
TAS. 264 421 62.7
N.T. 274 121 226.4
A.C.T. 54 230 23.5
AUST. 9865 14606 67.5

*—EsTimated Population as at J3U June 198U (§ubhject Lo revision)

(cont'd over page)
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WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 53 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 30 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 24 offenders in New
South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 152 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 July 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of prisoners
in custody in each jurisdiction are shown in the table below. The number of
Federal prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at that date are also shown in
this table.

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3414 120 497 14.6 9.7
VIC. 1796 26 86 4.8 2.2
QLD 1704 28 98 5.8 4.4
S.A. 886 14 144 16.3 11.1
W.A. 1432 42 82 5.7 6.5
TAS. 264 5 19 7.2 4.5
N.T. 276 15 41 14.9 33.9
A.C.T. 53 - 12 22.6 5.2
AUST. 9825 250 979 10.0 6.7
COMMENS
1. The total number of prisoners in custody in Australia in July 1980 was

only slightly higher than in the previous month, but considerably lower than
a year earlier. Victoria is the only jurisdictlon to record signiflcant
increases in the month and in the year.

2. A new feature of this edition of Australian Prison Trends is the
inclusion of a number of Federal prisoners in the table above. These data
have been supplied by Dr S. K. Mukherjee who is currently pursuing research
Iin this area. It will be noted that Federal prisoners comprise just over 2.5
percent of all priscners.

3. The second quarterly summary of Prison Statistics for Asia and the
Pacific was recently published by the Imnstitute. This contains prison,
probation and parole data from the 12 countries in the region. <Copies are
avallable on request.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 51
The daily averaxe number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during August 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month and
over the past year are:
August
Changes since
Males Females Total July 1980 Aug. 1979
N.S.W. 3257 111 3368 - 67 - 373
VIC. 1740 54 1794 - 11 + 66
QLD 1591 46 1637 - 39 + .12
S.A. 841 25 866 - 20 + 42
W.A, 1419 65 1484 + 13 , + 1
TAS. 244 7 251 - 13 - 38
N.T. 265 16 281" 7 + 25
A.C.T. 50 1 51" - 3 + 4
AUST. 9407 325 9732 - 133 - 261

* 13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
3 in N.S.W. prisons.
#+ 46 prisoners (including 1 female)

? I in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the

ollowing imprisonment

66.6

rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:
Prisoners General Popu]ation* Imprisonment Rates
{as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3368 5146 65.4
VIC. 1794 3895 46.1
QLD 1637 2223 73.6
5.A. 866 1302 66.5
W.A. 1484 1268 117.0
TAS. 251 421 59.6
N.T. 281 121 232.2
“A.C.T. 51 230 22.2
AUST. 9732 14606

* Estimated Populaton as at 30 June 1880 (subject to revision)

{cont'd over page)



WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdicticns small numbers of prisoners on work releasc programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoncrs.  Some of these
figureés are: 54 in Mew South Wales, 3 in Queensland and 30 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 19 offenders in
New South ales on thi tork Release II (Home Release) program and 148
offenders in Victoria aerving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 August 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners 1n custody in each jurisdiction and the preportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Prgggg;rs 231533353 ogeggﬁgggggs §$mggggsg1pgggﬁgg£?gg
N.S. K. 3387 467 13.8 9.1
VIC. 1813 70 3.9 1.8
QLD 1638 108 6.6 4.9
S.A. 883 146 16.5 11.2
W.A. 1460 89 6.1 7.0
TAS. 253 12 4.7 2.9
N.T. 275 38 ©13.8 31.4
A.C.T. 50 6 12.0 2.6
AUST. 9759 936 9.6 6.4

COMMENTS

1. The total number of prisoners in Australia fell during Auqust
1980, with decreases being recorded in all jurisdictions except Western
Australia and the Northern Territory.  The national imprisonment rate of
66.6 for August 1980 compares with 67.5 for the previous month and 69.3
for August 1979.

2. Female prisoners comprised 3.3 percent of the total in August

1980. This is slightly lower than the proportion found for most of 1979,

but is considerably higher than the equivalent figures found throughout

1976 and 1977. The current percentage of female prisoners in each
jurisdiction is: N.S.W., 3.3, VIC. 3.0, QLD 2.8, S.A. 2.9, W.A. 4.4, TAS.
.8, N.T. 5.7, and A.C.T. 2.0.

Compiled by David Biles ‘
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 52

The daily average number of
custody during September 198
and over the past year are:

ersons (to the nearest whole number) held in
with changes in the totals over the past month

September
Males Females Total Aug. 1gggnges SEQEE. 1979
N.S.H. 3213 . 119 3332 - 36 - 342
VIC. 1704 53 1757 - 37 + 22
QLD 1597 41 " 1638 + 1 + 14
S.A. 824 27 851 - 15 + 32
W.A. 1380 64 1444 - 40 - 39
TAS. 254 7 261 + 10 - 10
N.T. 274 13 287 + 6 + 38
A.C.T. 53 1 54" + 03 + 12
AUST. 9299 325 9624 - 108 - 273

* 0y . > . . .
13 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and

*k

3 in N.S.W. prisons.
48 prisoners (including

in N.S.W. prisons.

1 female) in this total were serving sentences

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Popu]ation* Imprisonment Rates
{as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3332 5157 64.6
vIC. 1757 3901 45.0
QLD 1638 2237 73.2
S.A. 851 1304 65.3
W.A. 1444 1274 113.3
TAS. 261 423 61.7
N.T. 287 121 237.2
CA.C.T. 54 233 23.2
AUST. 9624 14650 65.7

* Estimated Populaton as at 30 September 1980 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)



2.
WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 49 in New South Wales, 6 in Queensland and 2€ in VWestern
Australia. _Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 16 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 146
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 September 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3311 477 14.4 9.2
vIC. 1766 66 3.7 1.7
QLD 1642 101 6.2 4.5
S.A. 865 155 17.9 11.9
WA 1484 104 7.0 8.2
TAS. 253 16 6.3 3.8
N.T. 286 32 11.2 26.4
A.C.T. 53 5 . 9.4 2.1
AUST. 9660 956 9.9 6.5
COMMENTS
1. The numbers of prisoners held in most of the larger jurisdictions

fell during September resulting in an overall decrease of 108 prisoners
in a month.  Compared with one year earlier there were 273 fewer prisoners
igrghe whg%e7of Australia. The national imprisonment rate for September

30 was 65.7. :

2. Notwithstanding the overall decrease in the number of prisoners

in September, there has been an increase in both the number and proportion
of remand prisoners held on the first day of the month. The rates of
remand in custody are significantly above the national average in the
Horthern Territory, South Australia, New South Wales and Western Australia.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM
24 November 1980
AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 53

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in

gﬁgiog%eduring ctober.1980 with changes in the totals over the past month and
past year are:
October
Males Females To%a] Sept.L?Sg o S1Sg§. 1979

N.S.W. 3104 102 3206 - 126 - 476
VIC. 1719 55 1774 + 17 + 65
QLD 1618 39 1657 + 19 + 52
S.A. 835 28 863 + 12 + 27
W.A. 1359 62 1421 - 23 - 66
TAS. 241 7 248 - 13 - 3
N.T. 262 16 278" - 9 + 4
A.C.T. 53 - 53" -1 + 10
AUST. 9191 309 9500 - 124 - 415

9 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and

Sk 2 in

N.S.W.

prisons.

48 prisoners in this fotal were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons

Using the above totals for_ each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates {i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Popu]ation* Imprisonment Rates

{as _above) _ (in thousands)
N.S.H. 3206 5157 62.2
VIC. 1774 3901 - 45.5
qQLd 1657 2237 74.1
S.A. 863 1304 66.2
W.A. 1421 1274 111.5
TAS. 248 423 58.6
N.T. 278 121 229.8
A.C.T. 53 233 22.7
AUST. 9500 14650 64.8

*Est imated Populaton as at 30 September 1980 (subject to revision)

* (cont'd over page)



WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs are
included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these figures
arc: 59 in New South Wales, 9 in Queensland and 24 in Western Australia.
Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 17 offenders in New South Wales on
The Work Release II (Home Release) program and 148 offenders in Victoria
serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 October 1980 the actual (as oEposed to daily average) numbers of prisoners
in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were on remand

are shown in the table below. The number of Federal prisoners in custody in each
Jurisdiction at that date are also,shown in this table.

Prisoners Prisohers on Remghd  of Remndbes of Sbnersl sbpuiation

N.S.HW. 3366 117 519 15.4 10.1

VIC. 1762 37 48 2.7 1.2

QLD 1640 37 80 4.9 3.6

S.A. 843 8 142 16.8 10.9

WeA. 1425 52 106 7.4 8.3

TAS. 253 5 17 6.7 4.0

N.T. 276 13 32 11.6 26.4

A.C.T. 53 3 9 17.0 3.9

AUST. 9618 272 953 9.9 6.5
COMMENTS

1. The most noticeable aspect of the prison statistics for October 1980 is

the decrease recorded for New South Wales. Some of this decrease may have
resulted from a_High Court decision affecting parole in that State.  The decrease
in total Australian numbers during the month, which reduced the national
imprigonment rate from 65.7 to 64.8, is totally the result of the New South Wales
situation.

2. For the second time, this issue of Australian Prison Trends includes
details of Federal prisoners held in each jurisdiction as at I Uctober 1980.
Federal prisoners can be seen to comprise 2.8 percent of the national total.

3. The third quarterly summary of Prison Statistics for Asia and the Pacific
was recently published by the Institute. Th1S includes data from LIL countries.
Copies are available on request.

Compiled by David Biles
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 54

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during Hovember 1980 with changes in the totals over the past month and
over the past year are:

November
Males Females Total Oct. %gggges S]RSS. 1979
N.S. W, 3159 109 3268 + 62 - 368
VIC. 1747 56 1797 + 23 + 85
QLD 1634 36 1670 + 13 + 74
S.A. 826 28 854 -9 + 4
W.A. 1365 60 1425 + 4 - 38
TAS. 240 6 246 - 2 - 41
N.T. 256 17 273" - 5 + 25
A.C.T. . 54 - 54™* ' + 1 No change
NST. 9275 312 9587 + 87 - 259

*
9 Erisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
sk in N.S.W. prisons.
50 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons.
in N.S.H. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 109,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Popu]ation* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands
N.S.W. 3268 5157 63.4
viC. 1797 3901 46.1
QLD 1670 2237 74.7
S.A. 854 1304 65.5
W.A. 1425 ' 1274 111.9
TAS. 246 423 58.2
N.T. 273 121 225.6
A.C.T. 54 233 23.2
AUST. 9587 14650 65.4

* Estimated Populaton as at 30 September 1980 (subject to revision)

{cont'd over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in_the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures arer 57 in New South Wales, 8 in Queensland and 24_in Western
Australia. ~Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 17 offenders in
New South Walés on Chie Work Release II (Home Release) program and 147
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 November 1980 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each juirisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3}41 408 13.0 7.3
VIC. 1793 51 2.8 1.3
QLD 1660 81 4.9 3.6
S.A. 858 148 17.2 11.3
W.A. 1445 100 6.9 7.8
TAS. 251 15 6.0 3.5
N.T. 269 24 8.9 19.8
A.C.T. 54 3 5.6 1.3
AUST. 9471 830 3.8 5.7
COMMENTS
1. There was a noticeable increase in the total number of prisoners

in Australia in November 1980. This was largely due to an increase in New
South Wales which followed a striking decrease in the previous month.

. Victorian prison populations have continued to increase slowly
and the imprisonment rate in that State is now 46.1 compared with under
40 two years ago. The current Victorian rate is nevertheless lower than
the rate of an% other Australian State.  This increase is less striking
than that of the Northern Territory where the current rate of 225.6 is to

be compared with rates in the range 140 to 170 found during 1978.

3. The November figures show an overall decrease in the numbers of
risoners on remand and this has largely occurred in New South Wales.
tgg national percentage of remandees at 8.8 is the lowest yet recorded in

is series. .

Compiled by David Biles
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS -~ NO. 55

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during December 1988 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

December
Changes since

Males Females Total Nov. 1988 Dec. 1979
N,5.W. 3138 111 3249 - 19 - 277
VIC. 1785 50 1755 - 42 + 45
QID 165¢ 37 1687 +.17 + 112
é.A. 800 24 824 - 30 + 19
W.A. 1386 ‘63 1449 + 24 + 33
TAS. 228 7 235 - 11 - 58
N.T. 274 14 288" + 15 + 22
A.C.T. 55 - 55°% + 1 No change
AUST. 9236 306 9542 ~ 45 - 154

9 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons and
%% _ 2 1n N.S.W. prisons. . . . '
49 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
“rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

?gésgggsg) G???ﬁa%hggggkggion* Imprisonment Rates
N.S.W. 3249 5181 62.7
VIC. 1755 3905 44,9
QLD ) 1687 , 2273 74.2
S.A. 824 1382 63.3
W.A, 1449 1277 113.5
28, 235’ 426 55.2
N.T. 288 124 232.3
ALCLT, 55 228 24,1
ANJST, 9542 14716 64.8

¥ Estimated Populaton as at 31 Deccmber 1980 (Subject To £evision)
(cont'd over page)



2.
WORK_RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures ate: 59 in New South Wales, 7 in Queensland and 24 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 12 offenders in
New South walés on the Work Release II (Home Release) pregram and 154
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 December 1988 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees  of General Populatlon
N.S.W. 3298 456 13.9 8.8
VIC. 1787 112 6.3 2.9
QLD 1679 79 4.7 3.5
S.A. 841 132 15.7 18.1
W.A. 1420 ) 109 7.7 8.5
TAS. 238 18 7.6 4,2
N.T. 284 29 19.2 23.4
A.C.T. 54 5 9.3 2.2
AUST. 9593 940 9.8 6.4
COMMENTS
1. The daily average number of prisoners held throughout Australia

in December 1986 was slightly lower than during the previous month, with
the most noticeable decrease occurring in Vlctorla Compared with twelve
“months earlier, there were more than 100 fewer prisoners in the country.

2. In contrast with the overall picture therc was an increcase in
the ninher of remand prisoners held at the beginning of Decamber compared
with a month earlier. The statistics still show wide differences between
jurisdictions in the extent to which remand in custedy is used.

3. A revised version of the Quarterly Summary No. 3 ‘of Prison
Statistics for hsia and the pacific has recently been published by the
Institute. © This contains correctional data from 14 nations in the region.
Copies are available on request.

f Compiled by David Biles
oy Assistant Director (Rescarch)
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25 February 1981

Director: Wdham Chffard

AUSTRALTAN PRISOM TRENDS - NO. 56

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during January 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are: '

January
Males Females, Total Dec. %gggges s1ggﬁ- 1980
N.S.M. 3134 112 3246 - 3 - 281
VIC. 1668 46 1714 -4 v 34
QLD 1658 43 1699 + 12 + 133
S.A. 776 23 799 - 25 + 27
WoA. 1319 57 1376 - 73 - 58
TAS. 222 5 227 - 8 - 5%
N.T. 273 18 291" + 3 v 37
A.C.T. 49 - a9™* - 6 - 12
AUST. 9099 302 9401 - 141 - 176

* 3 . s . k3 .
x« 9 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
43 prisoners in this total were serving sentences jn N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Popu1ati0n* Imprisonment Rates

{as above) {in thousands)
N.S. M. 3246 5181 62.7
VIC. 1714 3905 43.9
QLD 1699 2273 74.7
S.A. 799 1302 61.4
W.A. 1376 1277 107.8
TAS. 227 426 53.3
N.T. 291 124 234.7
A.C.T. 49 228 21.5
AUST. 9401 14716 63.9

* Estimated

PopuTaton as at 31 Uecember 1980 {subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Somc of these
figureS are: 51 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 19 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 17 offenders in
New South Wales on {he Work Relecase IT (Home Release) program and 146
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 January 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal
Erisogeg? in custody in each jurisdiction at that date are also shown in
this table. .

prisoncrs Prisohers on Romand  of Remanddes of Gencral s 4atio:
N.S.H. 3221 129 441 13.7 8.5
vic. 1715 43 111 6.5 2.8
QLD 1652 34 89 5.4 3.9
S.A. 783 12 106 13.5 8.1
W.A. 1398 48 90 6.4 7.0
TAS. 229 2 7 3.1 1.6
N.T. 264 15 28 10.6 22.6
A.C.T. 50 - 7 14.0 3.1
AUST. 9312 283 879 9.4 6.0

COMMENTS

1. There was a striking decrease in the numbers of prisoners held in January
1981 comRared with the previocus month.  The most noticeable falls accurred in
Western Australia, Victoria and South Australija.  This has resulted in a nationa
Igggisonment rate of 63.9 for January 1981, the lowest rate found since February

2. The numhers of unconvicted prisoners on remand at 1 January 1981 were also
lower thas found one wonth earlicr, w.th corresponding decreases being recorded
in both the Fercentage of prisoners on remand and the number of remandees per
100,000 of the population.

3. In this issue of Australian Prison Trends iire numbers of Federal prisoncrs
in each State and Territory at I January L1981 are shown in. the table above.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director {Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 57

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during February 1981 with changes in the totals over the past mosith
and over the past year are:

February
Males Females Total Jan. %gg?ges 51223. 1980
N.S.H. 3198 110 3308 + 62 - 301
VIC. 1711 52 1763 + 49 + 56
- QLD 1690 37 1727 + 28 + 138
S.A. 813 23 836 + 37 + 18
WA, 1398 66 1464 + 88 - 3
TAS. 234 4 238 + 11 - 38
N.T. 280 14 294" + 3 + 39
A.C.T. 47 - a7 -2 - 11
AUST. 9371 306 9677 + 276 - 102

* L3 I3 2 . . .
%+« J prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
41 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.5.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each gurisdiction, the fo]]owing imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Popu]ation* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) * {in thousands)
N.S.W. 3308 5181 63.8
viC. | 1763 ' 3905 45.1
QLD ’ 1727 2273 ' 76.0
S.A. 836 1302 64.2
W.A. 1464 1277 114.6
TAS. 238 426 55.9
N.T. 294 124 237.1
A.C.T. 47 228 . 20.6
AUST. 9677 . ) 14716 65.8

¥ gstimated Populaton as at 31 December 1980 (subject To revision)
(cont'd over page)



'2.
WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE D/ ™° |

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures arei? 60 in New South Wales, 6 in Queensland and 20_in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 17 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 149
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 February 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners  on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.MW. 3295 ) 507 15.4 9.8
VIC. 1723 117 6.8 3.0
QLD 1707 112 " 6.6 4.9
S.A. 835 123 14.7 9.4 -
W.A. 1409 94 6.7 7.4
TAS. 234 15 6.4 3.5
N.T. 307 27 8.8 ‘ 21.8
A.C.T. 44 5 11.4 2.2
AUST. 9554 1000 10.5 6.8
COMMENTS
1. Prison populations in virtually all Australian jurisdictions increased

markedly in February 1981 compared with the previous month. This increase
is probably due to the resumption of normal court sittings after the
summer vacation.

2. Notwithstanding this increase the February 1981 figures are generally
lower than they were one year earlier, with New South Wales recording the

most significant decrease. By contrast, the Queensland prison figures

have increased considerably in the 12-month period.

3.  The Institute has recently published the fourth quarterly summary
of prison statistics for Asia and the Pacific. This contains data from
13 countries as at 1 January 198l1. Copies are available on request.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)



AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

10-18 Coltee Court, Phitlip. A.C.T. 2606
P O. Box 28, Woden, A.C.T, 2606

8.
[ \'%“':fa )
LIS A .
) FUMTHALIA (=

TSI Dirgctor: William Clifford

Telephone: 82 2111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM

29 April 1981

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 58

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during March 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month

and over the past year are:

March
Changes since

Males . Females Total Feb. 1981 Mar. 1980
N.S.W. 3238 123+ 3361 53 - 278
VIC. 1760 58 1818 + 55 + 62 .
QLD 1701 39 1740 + 13 + 85
S.A. 819 23 842 + 6 + 60
W.A. 1386 58 1444 - 20 - 81
TAS. 247 4 251 + 13 - 12
N.T. 292 12 304* + 10 + 38
A.C.T. 46 - 46™* - 1 - 6
AUST. 9489 317 9806 + 129 - 132

*
%% O Prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.

40 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons.

-

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Populatfon* Imprisonment Rates
(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3361 5201 ' 64.6
VIC. 1818 3914 46.4
QLD 1740 2285 76.1
S.A. 842 1304 64.6
W.A. 1444 1283 112.5
TAS. 251 427 58.8
N.T. -304 125 243,2
. A.C.T. 46 230 20.0
AUST. 9806 14769 66.4

* Estimated Populaton as at 31 March 1981 (subject to revision)

(cont'd over page)



2.
WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the dally average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 63 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 50 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 14 offenders in
New ‘South Wales on the Work Release II1 (Home Release) program and 153
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 March 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3385 ' 529 15.6 10.2
Vic. 1845 148 8.0 3.8
QLD 1756 99 5.6 4.3
S.A. 854 123 14.4 . 9.4
" W.A. 1416 123 8.7 9.6
TAS. 240 15 6.3 3.5
N.T. 304 27 8.9 21.6
A.C.T. 40 4 10.0 1.7
AUST. 9840 1068 10.9 ) 7.2

COMMENTS

1. For the third month in succession there has been a marked

increase in the number of prisoners in Australia. Increased prison
populations are noted for all of the larger jurisdictions except Western
Australia. Despite this trend the total number of prisoners is considerably
lower than one year earlier, especially in New South Wales.

2,7 The statistics for 1 March 1981 show that on that date over 10
percent of all prisoners were being held on remand, with the proportions
in New South Wales and South Australia being counsiderably higher at
approximately 15 percent. .

3. In the issue of Australian Prison Trends No. 57 published on 30

March 1981 the daily average number of prisoners held in the Northern Territory
for February was shown as 294. That figure was incorrect as the nine Northern
Territory prisoners serving their sentences in South Australian prisons
duriggBthat month should have been added. The correct figure therefore

was 303.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 59

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during April 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

April
Changes since
Males Females Total Mar. 1981 Apr. 1980
N.S.W. 3272 130 3402 + 41 - 159
VIC. 1791 56 1847 + 29 + 71
QLD 1703 38 1741 + 1 + . 56
S.A. 823 29 852 + 10 + Il
W.A. 1405 69 1474 + 30 - 82
TAS. 256 3 259 + 8 - 15
N.T. 291 12 303* -1 + 57
A.C.T. 51 - 517 + 5 - 6
AUST. 9592 337 9929 + 123 - 67

% :
%% 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisonms.
42 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (il.e. prisoners per. 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3402 ' 5201 65.4
vIC. 1847 3914 47 .2
QLD 1741 2285 76.2
S.A. 852 1304 65.3
WeA. 1474 1283 114.9
TAS. 259 427 . 60.7
N.T. . 303 125 ' 242.4
A.C.T. 51 230 22.2
AUST. 999 14769 ' 67.2

* Estimated Populaton as at 31 March 1981 (subject to revision)

(cont’d over page)
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WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 67 in New South Wales, 3 in Queensland and 22 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 16 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 148
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 April 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers. of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at that date are also shown in
this table.

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3379 121 521 15.4 10.0
VIiC. 1831 40 144 7.9 3.7
QLD 1755 33 108 6.2 4.7
S.A. 857 14 128 14.9 9.8
W.A. 1472 36 125 8.5 9.7
TAS. 256 2 8 3.1 © 1.9
N.T. - 307 15 31 10.1 24.8
A.C.T. 51 3 9 17.6 3.9
AUST. 9908 264 1074 10.8 7.3

Compiled by Marjorie Johnson
on behalf of David Billes
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 60

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during May 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

May
Changes since

Males Females Total Apr. 1981 May 1980
N.S.W. 3370 131 3501 + 99 - 53
vic. 1794 55 1849 + 2 + 72
QLD 1693 43 1736 - 5 + 46
S.A. 865 29 894 .+ 42 + 41
W.A. 1376 61 1437 - 37 - 81
TAS. 251 3 254 - 5 - 25
N.T. 298 11 . 309" o+ 6 + 51
A.C.T. 54 - 54%% + 3 - 3
AUST. 9701 333 10034 + 105 + 48

6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons,
43 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (l.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3501 5201 67.3
VIC. 1849 3914 47.2
QLD 1736 2285 76.0
S.A. 894 - 1304 68.6
W.A. 1437 - 1283 112.0
TAS . 254 427 59.5
N.T. 309 125 247.2
A.C.T. 54 230 23.5
AUST. 10034 14769 67 .9

* Estimated Populaton as at 31 March 1981 (subject to revision)
. (cont’d over page)



2.
WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 63 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 26 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 19 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release 11 (Home Release) program and 153
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 May 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3427 518 15.1 10.0
VIic. 1861 153 8.2 . 3.9
QLD 1751 118 6.7 5.2
Se.A. 869 125 l4.4 9.6
W.A. 1467 122 8.3 9.5
TAS. 259 12 . 4.6 2.8
N.T. 304 32 10.5 25.6
A.C.T. 50 10 20.0 4.3
AUST. 9988 1090 10.9 7.4

Compiled by Marjorie Johnson
on behalf of David Blles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 61

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during June 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

June
Changes since
Males Females  Total May 1981 June 1980
N.S.W. 3332 133 3465 - 36 + 16
vic. 1784 59 1843 - 6 + 86
QLD 1681 42 1723 - 13 4+ 37
S.A. 827 28 855 - 39 - 19
W.A. 1333 63 1396 - 41 - 67
TAS. 247 4 251 - 3 - 19
N.T. 282 13 295" - 14 + 26
A.C.T. 51 1 52 - 2 - 8
AUST. 9537 343 9880 +~ 154 + 52

*
%% O prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
45 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiection, the. following Imprisonment
rates (l.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3465 5218 66 4
vic. 1843 3925 47.0
QLD 1723 ‘2298 75.0
S.A. ‘ 855 1305 6545
W.A. 1396 1288 108.4
TAS. 251 ' 428 58.6
N.T. 295 128 . 230.5
A.C.T. 52 231 , 225
AUST. 9880 14821 66.7

¥ Estimated Populaton as at 30 June 981 (subject to revision)

(cont“d over page)



WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 56 in New South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 27 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 20 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 157
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 June 1981 the actual (as opposed to dally average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3477 548 15.8 10.5
Vic. 1851 127 6.9 3.2
QLD 1727 129 7.5 5.6
S.A. 902 126 14.0 9.7
W.A. 1427 132 9.3 10.2
TAS. 257 2} 8.2 4.9
N.T, 302 37 12.3 28.9
A.C.T. 53 9 17.0 3.9
AUST. 9996 1129 11.3 7.6

Compiled by Marjorie Johnson
on behalf of David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS -~ NO.

4 September 1981

62

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest
custody during July 1981 with changes in the totals
and over the past year are:

whole number) held in
over the past month

July
Changes since
Males  Females  Total June 1981 July 1980
N.S.H. 3390 126 3516 + 51 + 81
vVIC. 1758 55 1813 . - 30 + 8
QLD 1649 44 1693 - 30 + 17
S.A. 789 27 816 - 39 - 70
WA, 1314 61 1375 - 21 ~ 96
TAS. 260 3 263 + 12 - 1
N.T. 271 12 . 283 - 12 + 9
A.C.T. 48 - 4g** - 4 - 8
AUST. 9479 328 9807 - 73 - 58

7 -
x% 0 Prisoners in this total were serving sentences
41 prisoners in this total were serving sentences

in' S.A. prisons.
in N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment

rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population

) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3516 5218 67 .4
VvIC. 1813 3925 46.2
QLD 1693 2298 73.7
S.A. 816 1305 62.5
W.A. 1375 1288 106.8
TAS. 263 428 61.4
N.T. 283 128 221.1
A.C.T. 48 231 20.8
AUST. 9807 14821 66.2

* Estimated Populaton as at 30 June 1981 (subject to revision)

(cont’d over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE. DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners., Some of these
figureés are: 55 in MNew South Wales, 4 in Queensland and 26 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 17 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release 11 (Home Release) program and 181
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 July 1981 the actual (as opposed to dally average) numbers of
prisoncers in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at that date are also shown in
this table.

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,

Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandeces of General Populat
N.S.W. 3529 123 545 . 15.4 10.4
VIC. 1843 41 110 6.0 2.8
QLD 1709 33 116 6.8 5.0
S.A. 801 15 109 13.6 8.4
WA, 1348 ] 122 8.1 9.5
TAS. 259 1 22 ' 8.5 5.1
N.T. 295 14 42 14.2 32.8
A.C.T. 47 - 7 14.9 3.0
AUST. 9831 271 1073 10.9 7.2

Compiled by Marjorie Johnson
on behalf of David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS ~ NO. 63

The dally average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during August 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

Aupgust
Changes sgince
Males  Females  Total July 1981 Aug. 1980
N.S.W. 3339 140 3479 - 37 + 111
VIC. 1697 55 1752 - 61 - 42
Qpp 1627 43 1670 - 23 +. 33
S.A. . 785 31 816 No change - 50
W.A. 1306 54 1360 - 15 - 124
TAS . 267 5 272 + 9 + 21
N.T. 254 13 267" - 16 - 14
A.C.T. 47 - 47 - 1 - 4
AUST. 9322 341 9663 . - 144 - 69

5 prisoners in this total wmere serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
40 prisoners in this total w2 serving sentences in N.S§.W. prisons.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners
(as above)

*
General Population
(in thousands)

Imprisonment Rates

N.S.W. 3479 5218 66.7
vIc. i;SZ 3925 b4 .6
QLD 1670 2298 72.7
S.A. 816 1305 62.5
W.A. ‘ 1360 1288 105.6
TAS. 272 428 63.6
N.T. 267 128 , 208.6
A.C.T. 47 231 20.3
AUST. 9663 14821 65.2

* Estimated Populaton as at 30 June 1981 (subject to xevision)

(econt’d aver page)
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WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoncrs on work release programs
arc included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
fipguTes are: 49 in New South Wales, 3 in Queensland and 24 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 14 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release 1T (llome Relcase) program and 195
offenders in Victoria serving attendane - centre orders.

As at 1 August 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees cf General Population
N.S.HW. " 3494 528 15.1 10.1
VIC. " 1769 129 7.3 3.3
QLD 1671 109 6.5 4.7
S.A. 828 122 14.7 9.3
WAL, 1364 95 7.0 7.4
TAS. 270 20 7.4 4.7
N.T. 271 39 14 .4 30.5
A.C.T. 48 8 16.7 3.5
AUST. 9715 1050 10.8 ) 7.1
COMMENTS ‘
1. The total number of prisoners in Australia is continuing to decline

after reaching a peak of 10,034 in May 1981. In the past threc months
numbers have fallen in all jurisdictions, most markedly in Victoria, Western
Australia and South Australia. Notwithstanding this trend, in the past
month numbers have increased in New South Wales, Qucensland and Tasmania.

2. An interesting trend is noted in relation to fomale prisoners.

The current 341 female prisoners constitute 3.5 percent of the total.

In the early years of this collection, 1976 and 1977, this proportion remalned
between 2.5 and 3.0 percent. Since February 1978, however, it has always
been higher than 3.0 percent and has shown a further tendency towards increasc
in recent months. .

3. In the writer’s absence on study leave from May to September 1981
this statistical collection was compiled by Mrs Marjorie Johnsecn. Her
efforts in this regard are warmly acknowledged.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

0



we. | AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

RS
"%L%§ﬂél~
"')»5)}‘»,/(««“"

Director: William Clifford 10-18 Colbet Court, Phillip, A.C.T. 2606
P.O. Box 2B, Woden, A.C.T. 2606

Telephone: 82 2111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM
26 October 1981

AUSTRALIAM PRISON TRENDS — NO. 64

The dally average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during September 1981 with changes in the totals over the past mornth
and over the past year are:

September
Changes since
Males Females - Total Aug. 1981 Sept. 1980
N.S.W. 3328 141 3469 - 10 + 137
VIGC. 1694 57 1751 - 1 - 6
QLD 1653 47 1700 + 30 + 62
S.A. 789 22 811 - 5 - 40
W.A. 1295 52 1347 - 13 - 97
TAS, 260 5 265 - 7 + 4
N.T. 251 12 263" - 4 - 24
A.C.T. 45 1 4e™" - 1 - 8
AUST, 9315 337 9652 - 11 + 28

- :
4% O Prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisonms.
40 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisoans.

Using the above totals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisomnment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.H. 3469 5238 ' 66.2
vIC. 1751 3938 44,5
QLD 1700 2315 73.4
S.A. 811 1307 62,1
V.A. 1347 1294 104.1
TAS. 265 428 61.9
N.T. 263 130 202.3
A.C.T. 46 234 19.7
AUST, 9652 14885%* 64.8

* Estimated Populdaton as at 30 Septémber 1981 (eubject to revision).,
%%  The discrepancy between this total and the suw of the components is
due to the rounding of the components to the nearest 1000.

(cont'd over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 55 in New South Wales, 3 in Queensland and 26 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 12 offenders in
New South Walés on the Work Release I1 (Home Release) program aand 193
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 September 1981 tha actual (as opposed to dally average) numbers of

prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were

on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Fopulation
N.S.W. 3471 529 15.2 i0.1
Vic. 1741 120 6.9 3.0
QLD 1663 118 7.1 5.1
S.A. 802 120 15.0 9.2
W.A. 1332 95 7.1 7.3
TAS. 265 17 6.4 4.0
N.T. 259 32 12.4 24.6
A.c.T. 45 6 13.3 2.6
AUST. 9578 1037 10.8 7.0
COMMENTS
1. The total number of prisoners in Australia changed very little from

August to Septewber 1981. A small increase in Queensland was more than
compensated for by decreases in all other jurisdictions, The drop in the
national imprisonment rate from 65.2 to 64.8 over this period 1s explained
mainly by the use of revised forward estimates of population.

2. Differences in the use of imprisonment in the different Australian
. jurisdictions are still very great, but there has been a slight tendency

over recent months for the imprisonment rates to move closer tegethar.

3. The 6th Quarterly Summary of Prison Statisties for Asia znd the

Pacific has just been published by the Institute. This includes data from 14

countries in the region. Copies of the summary are avallable on request.

Complled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 65

The dally average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during October 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are: -

October
Changes since
Males Females  Total Sept. 1981 Oct. 1980
N.S.W. 3319 144 3463 - 6 + 257
vic. 1670 61 1731 - 2 - 43
QLD 1671} 45 1716 + 16 + 59
S.A. 802 23 825 + 14 ~ 38
W.A. 1298 55 1353 + 6 - 68
TAS. 271 6 277 + 12 . + 29
N.T. 284 15 299" + 36 + 21
A.C.T. 47 1 4g™* + 2 - 5
AUST. 9362 350 9712 + 60 + 212

:* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S,A. prisons.
41 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences in
N.S.W. prisons.

Using the above itotals for each jurisdiction, the following imprisonment
rates (i.e. prisoners per 100,000 of the population) have been calculated:

Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

(as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 3463 5238 66.1
VIC. 1731 3938 ... 440
QLD 1716 2315 74,1
S.A. 825 1307 63.1
W.A. 1353 1294 104.6
TAS. 277 428 64.7
N.T. . 299 130 230.0
A.C.T. ) 48 234 20.5
AUST. 9712 14885%% 65.2

*  Estimated Populaton as at 30 September 1981 (subject to revision).

*¥* The discrepancy between this total and the, sum of the onents is
ue to txeprau%dgng %f tﬁe comSonen s toltheunearesg 15868

(cont'd over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the dally average number of prisoners. Some of thesge
figuTeés are: 53 in New South Wales, 3 in Queensland and 26 in Western
Australia, Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 13 offenders in
New South Wales oa the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 210
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 October 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who

were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at that date are also shown in

this table,

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees pevr 100,000
] Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3475 132 546 15.7 10.4
VicC. 1744 40 108 6.2 2.7
QLD 1693 33 118 7.0 5.1
S.A. 812 13 129 15.9 9.9
W.A. 1362 37 100 7.3 7.7
TAS. 278 2 17 6.1 4.0
N.T. 284 17 44 15.5 33.8
A.C.T, 46 - 6 13.0 2.6
AUST. 9694 274 1068 11.0 7.2
COMMENTS
1. All jurisdictions except Victoria and New South Wales repocted increases in

prison populations during October 1981. Over the preceding twelve months the most
noticeable increase has occurred in New South Wales, with relatively small changes
occurring elsewhere.

2. The distribution of Federal prisoners, comprising 2.8 percent of all
prisoners, is shown in the table above. From this table it can also be seen that
remandees comprised 11 percent of all prisoners as at 1 October 1981.

3. Departmental officers responsible for the compilation and forwarding of these
data are reminded that, following the direction of the Ministers' Conference, it is

planned to include the number of 'Sentenced prisoners received during the month' in

all future issues of Australian Prison Trends.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custedy during November 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

November
Changes since
Males Females  Total Oct. 1981 Nov. 1980
N.S.W. 3376 139 3515 + 52 + 247
vic, T 1689 62 1751 + 20 - 46
QLD 1677 46 1723 + 7 + 53
. S.A, 823 25 848 : + 23 - 6
W.A, 1296 63 1359 + 6 - 66
‘IAS, 252 6 258 - 19 + 12
N.T. 290 15 305" + 6 + 32
A.C.T. 46 1 47** - 1 - 7

AUST. 9449 357 9806 + 94 + 219

*
#% D Prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A, prisons.
38 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences in
N.S.W. prisons.
The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction (where supplied) during November 1981 as well as the imprisonment
rates (prisoners per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* imprisonment Rates

Received {as above) {in thousands)
N.S.H. 613%%* 3515 ' 5238 67.1
VIC. 1751 3938 44.5
QD . ) 1723 2315 74.4
S.A, 214 848 1307 64.9
W.A, 1358 1294 105.0
TAS. 258 428 60.3
N.T. 1i6 305 130 234.6
A.C.T. 47 234 20.1
AUST. 9806 14885%** €5.9
# Bstimated Population as at 30 September 1981 (subject te revision).

% Comprising 256 Pine Dz2faulters and 357 Sentenced Prisoners. .
*%% Tha discrepmncy between this total and the sim of the components is
due to the rcounding of the components to the rncarest 10090.

(cont'd over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTEE DATA

In many jurisdictions smoll numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Soie of these
figures are: 60 in New South Wales, 2 in Queensland and 26 in Western
hustralia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 14 offenders in
New South wWales on the Work Release IL (Home Release) program and 224
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 November 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Drisoners  on romond o hemmnies  of oaaral Bopuiation
N.S.W. 3815 505 13.2 9.6
VIC. 1717 117 6.8 3.0
QLD 1723 136 7.9 5.9
| S.4. 834 143 17.1 10.9
W.A. 1372 112 8.2 8.7
© TAS. 269 12 4.5 2.8
N.T. 300 47 15.7 36.2
A.C.T. 43 6 ‘ 14.0 - 2.6
AUST. 10073 1078 10.7 7.2

Compiled by Marjorie Johnson
on behalf of David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

27 January 1982
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 67

The dajly average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during December 1981 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

December
Changes since
Males Females  Total Nov. 1981 Dec. 1980
N.S.W, 3367 139 3506 - 9 + 257
vIC. 1648 54 1702 - 49 - 53
QLD 1660 45 1705 - 18 + 18
S.he 815 21 836 - 12 12
W.A. 1309 60 1369 + 10 - 80
TAS. 228 6 234 - 24 - 1
N.T. 268 13 281" - 2% - 7
A.C.T. 45 1 467" - - 1 - 9
AUST. 9340 339 9679 - 127 4+ 137

%

;T 5 prisoners In this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.

38 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences in
N.S5.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of senteaced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during December 1981 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisorncrs
per 100,000 population) based on dally averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners Ceneral Population#* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
M.S.W. 532%% 3506 5258 66.7
vic. 301 1702 3951 43.1
QLD 318 1705 2334 73.1
S.A. 193 336 -1310 63.8
Wede® 265 1369 1301 105.2
TAS. 28 234 429 54.5
N.T. 98 281 133 211.3
A.C.T. - 46 236 19.5
AUST. 1735 9679 14952%%* 64.7
;?— Estimated Yopulatiou as at 31 December 1981 (subject to revision).

%% Comprising 216 ¥ine Defauiters and 316 Senteonced Prisoners.

{cont’d over page)



2.

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the dally average number of prisoners. Some of thesc
figuTas are: 65 in New South Walcs, 5 in Queensland and 24 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 12 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 245
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 December 1981 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdictlon and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3855 540 14.0 10.3
VIC. 1756 132 7.5 3.3
QLD 1744 139 8.0 6.0
SeA. 859 146 17.0 11i.1
W.A. 1362 91 6.7 7.0
TAS, 246 14 . 5.7 3.3
N.T. 290 41 14.1 30.8
A.C.T. . 47 10 21.3 4.2
AUST. 10159 1113 11.0 7.4
COMMENTS
1. As has been found in previous years the number of persons in custody

during December 1981 was lower than for the previous month. This is thought
to be due to a number of prisoners being granted early releasz over the
Christmas period. Despite this short-term decrease, however, it is noted
that the number of prisoners is higher than it was a year earller.

2. For the first time this issue of Australian Prison Trends containg
data on the number of sentenced prisoners received during the month in all
States and the Northern Territory. Persons seatenced In the Australian
Capitel Territory are included in the figures for New South Wales. When
these figures have been published for some months, and thevefore their
veliability has been established, it should be possible to calculate the
“turnover’ for each Department. On the basis of the present flgures it
weuld seem that the turnover is considerably higher in the Northera:Territory
thaa it is elsewhere. This may be due, however, to an abnormally high
number of short sentences being imposed during Dacember.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

3 February 1982
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during January 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

January
’ Changes since
Males Females Total Dec., 1981 Jan. 1981
N.S.W. 3384 135 3519 + 13 + 273
VIC. ' 1624 54 1678 - 24 - 36
QLD 1617 42 1659 - 46 - 40
S.A. 775 21 796 - 40 - 3
WA 1260 60 1320 - 49 ~ 56
TAS. 214 6 220 - 14 - 7
N.T. 280 11 291% + 10 No change
A.C.T. 44 1 45"* - 1 - 4
AUST. 0198 330 9528 - 151 + 127

*
%2 0 Drisonmers in this total vere serving sentences in 5.A. prisons,
39 prisoncrs (including 1l female) in this totul were zerving scnftences in
N.S5.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during January 1982 as well as the imprisonuent rates {prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population#¥ Imprisonment Rates

Received (as abovg) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 532%%. 3519 5258 66.9
VicC. 224 1678 3951 42,5
QLD ' 230 1659 2334 71.1
S.A. 253 796 1310 60.8
W. A. 262 1320 1301 101.5
TAS. ‘ 25 220 429 51.3
N.T. 120 291 133 218.8
A.C.T. - 45 236 . 19.1
AUST. 1646 9528 14952 63.7
* Estimated Popnlation as at 31 December 1981 (subject to wcvision).

¥%  Comprising 320 Fine NDefaulters and 212 Seatenced Prisoners.

{cont'd ovar page)



WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurlsdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figurés are: 02 in New South Wales, 5 in Queensland and 18 in VWestern
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 12 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release LI (Home Release) program and 231
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 January 1982 the actual (as opposed to dally average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction aud the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees  per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3517 545 15.5 10.4
Vic. 1659 121 7.3 3.1
QLD 1655 110 6.6 4.7
S.A. 786 131 16.7 10.0
W.A. 1324 95 7.2 7.3
TAS. 221 8 3.6 1.9
N.T. 269 40 14.9 30.1
A.C.T. 43 5 . 11.6 2.1
AUST, 9474 1055 11:1 7.1
COMMENTS
1. This revised 1ssue of Australian Prison Trends contains data from

all jurisdictions and replaces the incomplcte issue Lthat was published on
8 March 1981,

2. In all jurisdictions ercept N.S.W. and the N.T. there have been
decreases in the numbers of prisoners from December 1981 to January 1982,
The overall fall of 151 prisoners has reduced the natioaal imprisonment
rate L{rom 64.7 to 63.7.

3. The jurisdiction with the largest change over a l2-month period

is clearly N.S.W. where there has been an increase in the prison population
of over 8 per cent during that time. By contrast all other jurisdictions
have experienced either no change or slightly reducing prison populations
during 1981.

b4, In the two previous issues of Australian Prison trends the figures
given for sentenced prisoners received for South Australia were incorrect.
The correct figures are: November 1981 — 273; Dacember 1981 - 233.

.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director {Research)

10 March 1582
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during February 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

February
Changes since
Males Females Total Jan. 1982 Feb. 1981
N.S.W. 3461 143 3604 + 85 + 296
VIC. 1677 57 1734 + 56 - 29
QLD 1583 48 1631 - 28 - 96
S.A. 755 15 770 - 26 - 66
W.A. 1309 73 1382 + 62 - 82
TAS. 210 4 214 - 6 - 24
N.T. 304 11 315% + 24 + 21
A.C.T. 45 1 46%% + 1 - 1
AUST. 9344 352 9696 + 168 + 19

* 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in 5.A. prisons.
#» 39 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S5.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received In each
jurisdiction during February 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Dailly Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population® Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.8.W, 428%% 3604 5258 68.5
vVic. 447 1734 - 3951 43,9
QLD 318 1631 ’ 2334 . 69.9
S.A. 210 770 1310 58.8
W.A. 312 1382 1301 106.2
TAS. 44 214 429 49.9
N.T. 89 315 133 236.8
A.C.T. - 46 236 19.5
AUST. 1848 9696 L s 64.8
* Estimated Population as at 31 December 1981 (subject to revision).

*%  Comprising 196 Fine Defaulters and 232 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2.

WORX RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the dally average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 61 in New South Wales, 9 in Queensland and 23 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 14 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 222
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 February 1982-the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at 19 March 1982 are also shown in
this table.

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,0
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees uf General Populuti
N.S.W. 3591 142 649 18.1 12.3
VIC. 1698 35 151 8.9 3.8
QLD 1662 25 119 7.2 5.1
S.A. 811 13 142 17.5 10.8
W.A. 1311 32 114 8.7 8.8
TAS. 218 1 15 6.9 3.5
N.T. - 320 12 56 17.5 42.1
A.C.T. 47 - 6 12.8 2,5
AUST. 9658 260 1252 13.0 8.4
COMMENTS
1. The daily average number of prisoners in Australia incceased

markedly in February 1982 compared with the previous month, with the most
slgnificant increases being noted in New South Wales, Western Australia and
Victoria. The national imprisonment rate incrcased from 63.7 to 64.8 over
this time. s .

2, The Institute recently published prison statistics for Asia and the
Pacific No. 8 which contains data from 16 countries in the region. Coples
of this are #Available on request.

3. The continued cooperation of staff in all relevant agencies in
supplying data for Australian Prison Trends is greatly appreciated, but it
is apparent that a number of agencles are experiencing increasing
difficulties in supplying the basic informatien within a reasonable time.
It is to be hoped that these difficulties will not further increase in the
future.

Compiled by David Biles
. Assistant Director (Research)
\
31 March 1982 \
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
cushtody duping March 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month and
over the past year are:

Mareh
Changes since

Males  Females  Total Feb. 1982 Mar. 1981
N.S.W. 3477 142 3619 + 15 + 258
vic. 1716 62 1778 + 44 - 40
QLD 1611 AN 1655 + 24 - 85
S A 760 21 781 + 11 - 61
W.A, 1367 71 1438 + 56 - 6
TAS. 218 5 223 + 9 - 28
N.%w 323 13 330% + 21 + 32
A.C.T. 46 2 48%% + 2 + 2
AUST. 9518 360 9878 + 182 + 72

* 6 prisoners in thils total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
%% 40 prisoners (including 2 females) in this Lotal were serving sentences
In N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoncrs receivea in each
jurisdiction during March 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per
100,000 population) hased on dally averages.

Sentenced  Dally Average b

Prisoners Prisoners Generval Population® Imprisonment Ratcee

Recelved (as_above) (in_thousands)
N.S.W. 500%« 3619 . 5276 68.6
VIC. 264 1778 3964 44.9
QLD 313 1655 ‘ 2351 ’ 70.4
S.A. 364 78] 1313 59.5
W.A. 331 1438 1309 109.9
TAS. 51 223 430 51.9
N.T. 209 336 135 248.9
A.C.T. - 48 238 20.2
AUST. 2032 987¢ 15016 65.8
% Bstimnted Population as at 31 laveh 1982 (subjest fo revision).

% Comprising 237 Fine DeCanleers wnd 263 Sentencod Frisoners.

.
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2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictlions small numbers of prisoners on work relecase programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figuTres are: 52 in New South Wales, 7 in Queensland and 23 in Western
Australla. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 13 offenders in

. New South Wales on the Work Release 1I (Home Release) program and 228
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 13 persons sentenced
to weekend detention.

As at 1 March 1982 rhe actual (as opposed to dally average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdlection and the proportion of these who were
on remand arc shown 1n the table below:

Total, Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Romandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3636 601 16.5 11.4
Vic. 1785 154 ' 8.6 3.9
QLD 1633 118 7.2 5.0
S.A. 760 112 14.7 8.5
WA, 1424 136 9.6 10.4
TAS. 218 15 6.9 3.5
N.T. 304 48 15.8 35.6
A.C.T. 45 7 15.6 2.9 -
AUST. 98¢5 1191 12.1 7.9
COMMENTS
1. Tor the sccond month in a row there has been a marked increase in the

number of Australian prisoners. Increases are seen in all jurisdictlons,
but are particularly noticeable in Western Austrielia and VicLorin. Compared
with twelve monthe earlier the most marked increase has occurved in New Soulth
Wales.

2. The imprisonment rates for each State and Territory iIn this issue

are based on revigsed forward estimates of population as at 3! March. The
Australian Burcau of Statistics has indicated that these estimates Lncouporate
SOME GIYOLS. It is hoped that more accurate population estimates will

be availabl: in the near future.

3. The statistics of sentenced prisoners receilved for each jurisdiction
reveal some remarkable fluctuations from wonth to month. Tor this reason

it is suggested Lhat the figures for any single month should not be used

to calculate the average length of custody of piisoners in particular
Jurisdictions.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistont Director (Research)

30 April 1982
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during April 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month pnd
over the past year are:

April
Changes since

Males Females Total Mar. 1982 Apr. 1981
N.S.W. 3460 132 3592 - 27 + 190
VIC. 1752 46 1798 + 20 - 49
QLD 1615 43 1658 + 3 - 83
S.A. 767 19 786 + 5 - 66
W.A. 1338 71 1409 L= 29 ~ 65
TAS, 224 7 231 + 8 - 28
N.T. 316 14 330% -~ 6 + 27
A.C.T. 46 2 48%% No change - 3
AUST. 9518 334 9852 - 26 - 77

* 6 prisoners in this total were serving seuntences in $.A. prisons.
#% 40 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were secving sentences
in N.8.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners recelved in each
jurisdiction during April 1982 as well as the ijwprisonment vates {(prisoners per
100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoncrs General Population#® imprisonmenc Rates

Received (as _above) (in thouzands)
N.S. W, 517%% 3592 5276 ) 68.1
VIC. 437 1798 3964 45,4
QLb 289 1658 2351 70.5
S.A. 307 786 1313 59.9
W, A 286 1409 1309 107.6
TAS. 52 231 430 53.7
N.T. 78 330 135 244 4
A.C.T. - 48 238 20.%
AUST, 1966 9852 15C36 65.0
* Estimated Population as at 31 March 1982 (gﬁbjcct to ;;;;;ion).
#%  Comprising 284 Fine Défanliers and 233 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbérs of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 52 in New South Wales, 8 in Queensland and 24 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 13 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (llome Release) program and 235
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 15 persons sentenced
to weekend detention. .

As at 1 April 1982 the actual (as opposed to dally average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3609 619 17.2 1.7
VIC. 1801 150 8.3 3.8
QLD 1673 120 7.2 . 5.1
S.A. 828 164 19.8 12.5
W.A. 1411 116 8.2 8.9
TAS. 234 20 8.5 4.7
N.T. 341 50 14.7 , 37.0
A.C.T. 48 10 20.8 4.2
AUST. 9945 1249 12.6‘ 8.3
COMMENTS
1. The total number of prisoners in Australia in April 1982 was sliphtly

lower than in the previous month and conslderably lower than one year ecarlicr.
The only jurisdictions to have increased theilr prison populations in the past
year are New South Wales and the Northern Territory.

2. Significant differences between jurisdictions in the general use of
imprisonment are still apparent as are differences in the use of remand in
custody as shown in the table above. As far as remand is concerned there
seems to be a general tendency towards increasing use of venmand in custody with
12.6 per cent of all Australian prisoners being in this category in April

1982, !

3. The preparation of this issue of Australia Prison Trends was greatly
facilitated by the efficiency of the staff of all contributing agencies who
on this occasion vere able to forward the basic data in ample time. This is
greatly apprecilated.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Dircctor (Research)

28 May 1982
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during May 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month and
over the past year are:

May
Changes since

Males Females  Total Apr. 1982 May 1981
N.S.W. 3358 126 3484 ’ - 108 - 17
VIC. 1732 57 1789 - 9 - 60
QLD 1607 43 1650 - 8 - 86
S.A. 803 20 823 + 37 - 71
Weh. 1365 70 1435 + 26 - 2
TAS. 240 6 ! 246 + 15 - 8
N.T. 304 12 316* - 14“ + 7
A.C.T. 40 2 42%% - 6 - 12
AUST. 9449 336 9785 2 67 - 249

* 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
*% 34 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during May 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per
100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population%* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as_above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 491%* 3484 5276 66.0
vIC. 328 1789 3964 45.1
QLD 244 1650 2351 70.2
S.A. 249 823 1313 62.7
W.A. 267 1435 1309 109.6
TAS. 51 246 430 57.2
N.T. 94 316 . 135 234.1
A.C.T. - 42 238 17.6
AUST. 1724 9785 15016 65.2

% Estimated Population as at 31 March 1982 (subject to revision).
*%  Comprising 248 Fine Defaulters and 243 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)
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Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 55 in New South Wales, 10 in Queensland and 19 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 8 offénders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 256
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 18 persons sentenced
to weekend detention.

As at 1 May 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Pércentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population

N.S.W. 3462 604 17.4 11.4

Vic. 1830 153 8.4 3.9

QLD 1644 136 8.3 5.8

S.A. 834 164 19,7 12.5

W.A. 1425 165 7.4 8.0

TAS. 238 20 8.4 " 4.7

N.T. 319 47 14.7 34.8

A.C.T. 38 5 13.2 . 2.1

AUST. 9790 1234 12.6 8.2

COMMENTS

1. During May 1982 there was a further reduction in the overall number

of prisoners in Australia with the most noticeable decrease occurring in New
South Wales. It is 'thought that this was probably due to the early release
on licence of short-term prisoners in that State. During the month however
there were small increases in numbers in South Australia, Western Australia
and Tasmania.

2. Compared with 12 months earlier all jurisdictions, apart from the
Northern Territory, are seen to have marginally lower prison populations.
This has resulted in a national imprisonment rate of 65.2 compared with 67.9
found in May 1981.

r

1
Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

2 July 1982



re. | AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY
ARy Director: Wiitiarm Clifford 10-18 Colbee Court, Phillip, A.C.T. 2606
P.O. Box 28, Waden, A.C.T. 2606
Telephone: 82 2111 Telegraphue: AUSTCRIM

AUSTRALIAN PRISOM TRENDS -~ NO. 73

The daily average number of persons {(to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during June 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month and over
the past year are:

June
Changes since
Males Females  Total May 1982 June 1981
N.S.W. 3322 132 3454 - 30 - 11
VIC. 1735 56 1791 + 2 - 52
QLD 1619 48 1667 + 17 ~ 56
S.A. 778 16 794 - 29 - 61
VLA 1353 66 1419 - 16 + 23
fAS. 235 6 241 -~ 5 - 10
N.T. 276 13 289% - 27 - 6
A.C.T. 42 H 43%% + 1 - 9
AUST, 2360 338 2698 - 87 - 182

% 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
%% 36 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S5.W. prisons.

The table bhelow shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during June 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per
100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoncrs Prisoners General Population® lmprisonment Rates
Received (as_above) (in thousands) e

N.S.W. 556w 3454 5299 65.2

ViC. 237 1791 3990 44.9

QLD 240 1667 2422 68.8

8.4, 178 794‘ 1330 - 59.7

W.A. 273 1419 1331 ‘106.6

TAS. 49 241 430 56.0

N.T. 65 289 130 222.3

A.C.T. - 43 220 18.7

AUST. T 1598 9698 15161 64.0

* Projected Foﬁh]ﬂticn to 30 June 1982 (subject tA“;;;;;}:;;i:~__a*“—_——-“n_*-

*%  Comprising 535 Fine Defaulrers and 221 Sentanced Prisoners.

{vont'd ovns page)
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WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release prograﬁs
are included in the dally average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 52 in New South Wales, 15 in Queensland and 12 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 4 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 257
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 18 persons sentenced
to weekend detertion.

As at 1 June 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at 30 June 1982 are also shown in
this table.

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3460 129 635 18.4 12.0
V%E. 1794 41 138 7.7 3.5
QLD 1666 20 131 7.9 5.4
S.A. 779 19 139 17.8 10.5
W.A. 1420 32 102 7.2 7.7
TAS. 254 6 17 6.7 4.0
N.T. 306 12 32 10.5 24.6
A.C.T. 42 - 7 16.7 3.0
AUST. 9721 259 1201 12.4 7.9
comeyrs :
1. During June 1982 there was a further overall reduction‘in the number

of prisoners in Australia, bringing the national imprisonment rate down to
* 64.0, the lowest rate for five months.

2. It should be noted that all rates in this publication are based on
revised population projections which are made by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics. These data are nct completely compatible with population
estimates used in previous issues.

3. The table above includes the numbers of Federal prisoners in each

jurisdiction. These figures avre suppliad to the Institute by the
Commonwealth Attorney-General's Department.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

30 July 1982
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during July 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month and over
the past year are:

July
Changes since
Males Females Total May 1982 June 1981
N.S.W. 3288 132 3420 - 34 - 96
vIC. 1747 52 1799 + 8 T~ 14
QLb 1601 45 ) 1646 - 21 - 47
S.A. 791 17 808 + 14 - 8
W.A. 1321 61 1382 - 37 + 7
TAS. 222 4" 226 - 15 - 37
N.T. 260 12 . 272% - 17 - 11
A.C.T. 39 1 40%% - 3 - 8
AUST. 9269 324 9593 - 105 ~ 214

* 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
*% 35 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving secutences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during July 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per
100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Dally Aver:ge

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received {as_above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 57 5%% 3420 5299 64.5
vic. 286 1799 3990 45.1
QLD 256 1646 2422 ' 68.0
S.A. 302 808 1330 60.8
W.A. 338 1382 1331 103.8
TAS. 43 226 430 52.6
N.T. 59 272 130 209.2
A.C,T. - 40 230 17.4

. AUST. 1859 9593 15161 63.3

* Projected Popuiation to 30 June 1982 (subject to revision).

%%k  Comprising 352 Fine Defaulters and 223 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)
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Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 51 in New South Wales, 15 in Queensland and 12 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: & offenders in

New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 274
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 15 persons sentenced
to weekend detention.

As at 1 July 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3434 609 17.7 11.5 ‘
vic. 1809 172 9.5 4
QLD 1663 112 6.7 4.6
S.A. 810 127 15.7 9.5
W.A. 1358 95 7.0 7.1
TAS. 238 11 4.6 2.6
N.T. 274 21 7.7 16.2
A.C.T. 41 6 14.6 2.6
AUST, 9629 1153 12.0 7.6
COMMENTS
1. Prison populations continued to £all in July 1982 with the largest

decrcases being found in Western Australia and New South Wales. Only South
Australia and Victoria reported small increases. The national imprisonment
razre of 63.3 is the lowest found since January 1978.

2. - There has also been a slight decrease in the numbers of remand
prisoners held on the first day of the month, but this group still comprises
12 per cent of the national total,

3. South Australia was unable to supply the number of sentenced prisoners
received during July due to difficulties experienced in the establishment of

a computer-~based fecord system. Thig figure will be given in the next issue
of Australian Prison Trends.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

31 August 1982
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during August 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month and
over the past year are: . *

August
’ Changes since
Males Females  Total July 1982 Aug. 1981

N.S.H. 3285 138 3423 + 3 - 56
ViC. 1782 37 1819 + 20 + 67
QLD 1596 49 1645 S | - 25
S.A. 821 24 845 + 37 + 29
W.A. 1328 63 1391 + 9 + 31
TAS. 220 7 229 + 3 - 43
N.T. 251 10 261% - 11 - 6
A.C.T. 36 2 38%% - 2 = 9
AUST. 9321 330 9651 + 58 - 12

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
*% 29 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in H.S8.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdictlion during August 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per
100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced = Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Populatlon* Imprisonment Rates
Recejved (as above) (in thousands)
H.5.H. 756%% 3423 5299 64.6
vicC. 355 1819 3990 45.6
oLD 238 1645 2422 67.9
S.A. 327 845 1330 63.5
W.A. 307 1391 1331 104.5
TAS. 32 229 430 53.3
N.T. 115 ' 261 130 200.8
A.C.T. - 38 230 16.5 B
AUST. 2130 9651 15161 63.7
* Projected Population to 30 June 1982 (subjggg to revisionir—

**%  Comprising 366 Fine Defaulters and 390 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)
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Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the dailly average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 46 in New South Wales, 13 in Queensland and 14 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statisties were: 3 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 277
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted
prisoners recelved in Queensland for the month include 9 persons sentenced
to weeckend detention.

As at 1 August 1982 the.actual {as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who

vere on remand are shown in the table below:

Remandees per 100,000

Total Prisoners Percentage
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population

N.S.W. 3403 613 18.0 11.6

VIC. 1805 167 9.3 4.2

QLD 1654 121 7.3 5.0

S.A. 809 125 15.5 9.4

W.A. 1389 - 104 7.5 7.8

TAS. 231 18 7.8 4.2

N.T. 259 28 10.8 21.5

A.C.T. 36 8 22.2 3.5

AUST. 9586 1184 12.4 7.8

COMMENTS

1. The statiétics for August 1982 show an overall slight increasé in the

numbers of prisoners in Australia compared with the previous month, with Lhe
increase in South Australia being most noticeable. Compared with one year
earlier, however, there is virtually no change In the total numbers.

2. For New South Wales a footnote indicates the numbers of fine
defaulters and sentenced prisoners who are indicated as 'sentenced prisoners
received'. Fine defaulters are persons received under sentence in default

of fines with no other sentence and not remanded in custody for other matters.
In June, July and part of August some persons on remand who were 'cutting out'
fines were counted. Sentenced prisoners now include prisonetrs in custedy on
remand who received a sentence during the month. Previously such prisoners
were not counted.

3. South Australia was again unable to supply the number of sentenced
prisoners recelved during August due to difficulties assoclated with the
establishment of a computer record system. It is hoped that these figures
will be avallable in the near future.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Rescarch)

30 September 1982
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during September 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month and
over the past year are:

September
Changes since
Males Females  Total Aug. 1982 Sept. 1981
N.S5.W, 3279 143 3422 - 1 - 47
VigG. 1779 52 1831 + 12 + 80
QLD 1616 43 1659 + 14 - 41
S.A. 817 19 836 - 9 + 25
W.A. 1356 69 1425 + 34 + 78
TAS. 217 10 227 - 2 - 38
N.T. 260 11 271% + 10 + 8
A.C.T. 42 2 blk* 4+ 6 ~ 2
AUST. 9366 349 9715 + 64 + 63

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
*% 31 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during September 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 624%* 3422 5306 64.5
VIC. 440 1831 3988 45.9
QLD 260 1659 2402 69.1
S.A. 299 836 1321 63.3
W.h. 320 1425 1329 107.2
TAS. 56 227 431 ‘ 52.7
N.T. 103 271 138 196.4
A.C.T. - 44 . 239 18.4
AUST. 2102 9715 15153 64.1

* Projected Population to 30 September 1982 (subject to revision).
*% Comprising 268 Fine Defaulters and 356 Sentenced Prisoners.

{cont'd over page)



Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figureés are: 49 in New South Wales, 10 in Queensland and 14 in Western
Australia, Excluded from the prisoner statistics were: 2 offenders in
New South Wales on the Work Release IL (Home Release) program and 272
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 15 persons sentenced
to weekend detention.,

As at 1 September 1982 the actual (as opposed to.daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3464 648 : 18.7 12.2
VIC. 1819 150 8.2 3.8
QLD 1647 134 ‘ 8.1 5.6
S.A. 831 . 134 16.1 10.1
W.A. 1411 104 7.4 7.8
TAS. 223 13 5.8 3.0
N.T. 279 40 14.3 ‘ 29.0
A.C.T. 42 12 28.6 5.0
AUST. 9716 1235 12.7 8.2
COMMENTS
1. During September 1982 there was a slight dncrease in the numbers of

prisoners in most jurisdictions, with the most noticeable increase being seen
in Western Australia. The natlonal imprisonment rate increased during the
month from 63.7 to 64.1, but the imprisonment rates have been influenced to
some extent by difficulties experienced in obtaining accurate and up-to-date
estimates of general population.

2. There was a slight increase in the number of unconvicted prisoners
on remand on the first day of September 1982, At that date remand prisoners
comprised 12.7 per cent of all prisoners, or 8.2 per 100,000 of the general
population.

3. In the last issue of Australia Prison Trends the Victorian daily
average figures were incorrect. Even though the total given of 1819 was
correct, it comprised 1768 males and 51 females.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

26 Octolexr 1982
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during October 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past yedr are:

October
Changes since
Males Females  Total Sept.1982 Oct. 1981
N.S.W. 3324 144 3468 + 46 + 5
VIC. 1792 57 1849 + 18 + 118
QLD 1606 42 1648 - 11 ~ 68
S.A. 815 22 837 +. 1 + 12
W.A. 1377 67 1444 + 19 + N
TAS. 216 10 226 - 1 - 51
N.7T. 249 9 258% - 13 - 4
A.C.T. 5] 2 53%% + 9 + 5
AUST. 9430 353 9783 + 68 + 71

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
*% 40 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons,

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during October 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Dally Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population¥* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands) ‘
N.5.W. 763%% 3468 5306 65.4
Vic. 282 1849 3988 46.4
QLD 311 1648 2402 68.6
S:A. 256 837 1321 63.4
W.A. 339 1444 1329 . 108.7
TAS. 61 226 431 52.4
N.T. 86 258 138 187.0
A.C.T. - 53 239 22.2
AUST. 2098 9783 15153 64.6

* Projected Population to 30 September 1982 (subject to revision).
*% Comprising 326 Fine Defaulters and 437 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)
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Work Release, Perlodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the dally average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 38 in New South Wales, 10 In Queensland and 13 in Western
Australia. ExXcluded from the prisoner statistics were: 1 offender in
New South Wales én the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 261
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted
prisoners received in Queensland for the month dnclude 20 persons sentenced
to weekend detention.

As at 1 October 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdlection and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3451 655 19.0 12.3
VIC. 1802 153 8.5 3.8
QLD 1665 134 8.0 5.6
S.A. 846 139 16.4 10.5
W.A. 1432 118 8.2 8.9
TAS. 231 10 4.3 2.3
N.T. 258 27 10.5 19.6
A.C.T. 51 14 Ty Y Y 5.9
AUST. 9736 1250 12.8 8.2
COMHENTS
1. During October 1982 there was a slight increasé in the number of

prisoners in Australia. For the first time for some months there was a
noticeable increcase in the New South Wales figures, and this has returned New
South Wales to almost -the same number held one year earlier. By contrast,
Victoria in Octeber 1982 held 118 more prisoners than a year earlier, and
Western Australia held 91 more. In Queensland, Tasmania and the Northern
Territory the numbers appear to be declining.

2. These changes have somewhat reduced the range of imprisonment rates
found for the various jurisdictions. The Victorian rate of 46.4 is tlie
highest it has had for 18 months, while the Northern Territory rate of 187.0 is
the lowest it has had for more than three years. The curvent national rate of
64.6, however, has not changed significantly over the past year, but it is
markedly Jower than the peak of 70.0 reached in July 1979,

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

30 November 1982
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The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during November 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

November
Changes since

Males - Females Total Oct..1982 Nov. 1981
N,S.W. 3384 145 3529 + 61 + 14
vic. 1807 50 1857 + 8 + 106
QLD 1590 40 1630 - 18 - 93
S.A. 824 26 850 ' + 13 + 2
W.A. 1407 71 1478 + 34 + 119
TAS. 227 12 239 + 13 - 19
N.T. 234 10 244% - 14 - 61
A.C.T. 45 2 47 %% - 6 No change
AUST. 9518 356 9874 + 91 + 68

*

5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisoans.

#% 36 prisoners (ilncluding 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S5.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during November 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as abhove) (in thousands)
N.5.W, 778%% 3529 5306 66.5
vic. 379 1857 3988 4 46.6
QLD 304 1630 2402 67.9
S.A. 291 850 1321 64.3
W.A. 351 1478 1329 111.2
TAS. 70 239 431 55.5
N.T. 96 244 138 176.8
A.C.T. - 47 239 19.7
AUST. 2269 9874 15153 65.2

* Projected Population to 30 September 1982 (subject to revision).
%% Comprising 333 Fine Defaulters and 445 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 40 in New South Wales, 19 in Queensland and 15 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statlstics were: 1 offender in

New South Wales on the Work Release II (Home Release) program and 264
offenders in Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 17 persons sentenced
to weekend detention.

As at 1 November 1982 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3501 670 19.1 12.6
VIC. 1876 185 ‘ 9.9 4.6
QLD 1648 150 9.1 6.2
S.A. 848 136 16.0 10.3
W.A. 1459 122 8.4 9.2
TAS. 229 10 4.4 2.3
N.T. 244 35 14.3 25.4
A.C.T. 50 15 30.0 6.3
AUST. 9855 1323 13.4 8.7
COMMENTS :
1. The number of people in prison throughout Australia continued to

increase during November 1982, particularly in New South Wales and Western
Australia. Over the past twelve months prison populations have increased
murkedly in Western Australia and Victoria while decreases are noted for
Queensland and the Northern Territory.

2, Nearly all jurisdictions have also reported increases in the numbers
of unconvicted prisoners on remand as at 1 November 1982 compared with a month
earlier. It can thus be seen that at that date 13.4 per cent of all
Australian prisoners were remandees,

3. It is regretted that not zll jurisdictions were able to supply data
on the numbers of sentencad prisoners received during the month and it is hoped
that these problems will be resolved in 1983.

Seasons greetings
from David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
and Marjorie Johnson

24 ‘December 1982
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 79

The daily average number of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during December 1982 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

December
Changes since
Males  Females  Total Nov. 1982 Dec. 1981
N.S.W. 3377 151 3528 - 1 : + 22
vIC. 1793 55 1848 ro= 9 + 146
QLD 1577 40 1617 - 13 - 88
S.A. 781 26 807 "- 43 - 29
W.A. 1448 71 1519 + 41 + 150
TAS. 261 22 283 + 44 + 49
N.T. 224 10 234% - 10 - 47
A.C.T. 45 2 47%% No change + 1
AUST, 9506 377 9883 + 9 + 204

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A.. prisons,
*% 36 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving seuntences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners recelved in each
jurisdiction during December 1982 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Dally Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 738%*% 3528 5306 66.5
vIC. 238 1848 3988 . 46.3
QLD 268 " 1617 2402 ' 67.3
S.A. 276 807 1321 61.1
W.A. 406 1519 1329 114.3
TAS. 45 283 431 65.7
N.T. 86 234 ' 138 169.6
A.C.T. - 471 - 239 19.7
AUST, 2057 9883 15153 65.2

*. Projected Population to 30 September 1982 (subject to revision).
*%* Comprising 294 Fine Defaulters and 444 Seuntenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2. R .

WORK RELEASE AND ATTENDANCE CENTRE DATA

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners. on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figurés are: 45 in New South Wales, 16 in Queensland and 13 in Western
Australia. Bxcluded from the prisoner statistics were 264 offenders in
Victorla serving attendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners
received in Queensland for the month include b6 persons sentenced to
weekend detention. '

As at 1 December 1982 the actual (as opposed to dally average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at 31 December 1982 are also
shown in this table.

Taotal Federal Prisoners Pexcentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees  of General Population
N.S.H. 3570 147 677 ©19.0 12.8
vVic. 1872 39 160 8.5 4.0
QLD 1644 25 139 . 8.5 5.8
S.A. 827 17* 138 16.7 10.4
WA, 1499 37 142 9.5 10.7
TAS. 252 1 18 7.1 4.2
N.T. 231 10 55 23.8 39.9
A.C.T. 43 - 9 20.9 3.8

AUST. 9938 276 1338 13.5 8.8

* 4 of these TFederal prisoners Iln South Australia were transferred from
the Northern Territory.

COMMENTS

1. The total number of priscners in Australia during December 1982 was
virtually the same as for the previous month, but there were significant
changes in individual jurisdictions. The numbers increased markedly in
Tasmania (due to the large numbers of environmental protestors remanded in
custody) and in Western Australia, while the numbers decreased in South
Australia.

2. The table above shows a further slight increase in the total number
of unconvicted prisoners on remand. As at 1 December 1982, 13.5 per cent
of all Australian prisoners were in this category.

3. In this issue of Australian Prison Trends it has been possible to
give the numbers of Federal prisoners held in each jurisdictilon. These
figures were supplied by the Commonwealth Attorney-General's Department.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director {Research)

1 February 1983
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 80

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during January 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

January
Changes since
Males Females Total Dec. 1982 Jan. 1982
N.5.W. 3322 144 3466 - 62 - 53
VIC, 1756 55 1811 - 37 + 133
QLD 1574 42 1616 - 1 - 43
S.A. 757 32 789 - 18 - 7
W.A. 1437 8% 1524 + 5 + 204
TAS., 229 18 247 - 36 . + 27
N.T. 215 11 226% - 8 - 65
A.C.T. 45 5 50%* + 3 + 5
AUST. 9335 394 9729 ' - 154 + 201

* 5 prisoners in this total were serviag sentences in S.A. prisons.
*#% 33 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons. .

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisonzrs received in each
jurisdiction during January 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates {prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Dailly Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population¥* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.S5.H. 539%% 3466 5350 64.8
VIC, 198 1811 3990 45.4
QLD 282 1616 2424 66.7
S.A, 324 789 1331 59.3
W.A, 341 1524 1333 114.3
TAS. 26 247 431 57.3
N.T. 15 226 129 175.2
A.C.T. - 50 229 21.8
AUST, 1725 9729 15217 63.9

* Projected Population at 31 December 1982 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0)

** Comprising 310 Fine Defaulters and 229 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 45 in New South Wales, 9 in Queensland and 9 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 242 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners received
in Queensland for the month include 10 persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 January 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3463 664 - 19.2 12.4
VIC. 1813 168 9.3 4.2
QLD 1574 124 7.9 5.1
S.A. 774 116 15.0 8.7
W.A. 1492 125 8.4 9.4
TAS. 244 16 6.6 3.7
N.T. 225 35 15.6 27.1
A.C.T. 44 11 25.0 4.8
AUST. 9629 1259 13,1 8.3
COMMENTS
1. The daily average number of prisoners held during January 1983 was

considerably lower than for the previous month with the most marked decreases
occurring in New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania. Compared with one year
earlier, however, the numbers were higher, particularly in Western Australia.

2. Perhaps surprisingly the total number of remandees at 1 January was
lower than a month earlier. Higher remand figures might have been expected
in January as a result of the legal vacation.

3. It is to be noted that the estimates of general population now being
used are not strictly comparable with the estimates used previously. The
difference is particularly marked for the Northern Territory and the Australlan
Capital Territory where lower population estimates have produced marginally
higher imprisonment and remand rates than otherwise would, have becn the case.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

2 March 1983
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 81

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during February 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

February
Changes since

' Males Females Total Jan. 1983 Feb. 1982
N.S.W. 3313 144 3457 -9 - 147
VIC. 1784 63 1847 + 36 + 113
QLD * 1610 42 1652 + 36 + 21
S.A. 741 34 775 - 14 + 5
W.A. 1503 93 1596 + 72 + 214
TAS. 214 11 225 - 22 + 11
N.T. 226 13 239% + 13 - 76
A.C.T. 48 4 52%* + 2 + 6
AUST. 9439 404 9843 + 114 + 147

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
*% 33 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during February 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 751%% 3457 5451 63.4
VIC. 345 1847 3992 46.3
QLD 373 1652 2413 68.5
S.A. 334 775 1333 ' 58.1
W.A. 396 1596 1333 119.3
TAS. 44 225 428 52.6
N.T. 89 239 129 185.3
A.C.T. - 52 230 22.6
AUST. 2332 9843 15314 64.3

* Projected Population end of February 1983 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly {(Catalogue No. 3101.0

%% Comprising 374 Fine Defaulters and 377 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 53 in New South Wales, 3 in Queensland and 12 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 243 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders.

As at 1 February 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.&. 3451 736 . 21.3 13.5
vic. 1828 178 ' 9.7 4.5
QLD 1611 174 10.8 7.2
S.A. 751 107 14.2 8.0
W.A. 1530 134 8.8 10.0
TAS. 230 14 6.1 3.3
N.T. 221 47 . 21.3 36.4
A.C.T. 49 14 28.6 6.1
AUST. 9671 1404 14.5 9.2
COMMENTS
1. The daily average number of prisoners held during February 1983 was

considerably higher than for the previous month, with the most marked increases
occurring in Western Australia, Victoria and Queensland. Compared with one
year earlier the two jurisdictions with much higher numbers are Western
Australia and Victoria.

2. In contrast to the general pattern the New South Wales figures have
decreased to the point where in February 1983 the New South Wales imprisonment
rate was lower than the national average. This has not occurred for over 18
months.

3. The number of unconvicted prisoners on remand increased markedly
during January 1983 and at 1 February they comprised 14.5 per cent of all
prisoners. The 1404 remandees on that date yielded a national remand rate
of 9.7, the highest recorded rate since this element of the collection was
added in November 1977.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

29 March 1983
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The dally average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during March 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are!

March
] “Changes since
Males Females  Total Feb. 1983 Mar. 1982
N.S.W. 3377 151 "3528 + 71 - 91
viC. 1806 71 1877 + 30 + 99
QLD 1655 49 1704 + 52 + 49
S.A. 766 35 801 + 26 + 20
W.A. 1525 80 1605 + 9 + 167
TAS. 194 8 202 - 23 - 21
N.T. 246 12 258+ + 19 - 78
A.C.T. 51 3 Shkk + 2 + 6
AUST. 9620 409 10029 + 186 + 151

* 6 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
*% 37 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during March 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisomers
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates
. Received (as above) {in thousands)
N.S.H.  1004%% 3528 5466 ' 64.5
vic. 472 1877 3993 47.0
QLD 3% - 1704 2419 70.4
S.A. 392 801 1334 60.0
W.A. 373 1605 ’ 1340 119.8
TAS. 34 202 428 47.2
N.T. 153 YT 129 ‘ 200.0
A.C.T. - 54 231 23.4
AUST. 2824 10029 15340 65.4

* Projected Population end of March 1983 derived from Australian
Demographic Statisties Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0

**% Comprising 456 Fine Defaulters and 548 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the dailly average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 63 in New South Wales, 2 in Queensland and 15 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 256 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners received
in Queensland for the month include 14 persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 March 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Rentand of Remandeces of General Population
N.S.W. 3518 723 20.6 13.2
VIC. 1908 156 8.2 3.9
QLD 1646 56 3.4 2.3
S.A. 799 132 16.5 9.9
W.A. 1537 134 . 8.7 10.0
TAS. 202 9 4,5 2.1
N.T. 245 50 20.4 38.8
A.C.T. 43 10 23.3 4.3
AUST. 9898 1270 12.8 8.3
- COMMENTS
1. During March 1983 the total numbers of prisoners increased in all

jurisdictions except Tasmania, bringing the national total to over 10,000 for
the first time since May 198l. It is of interest to note, however, that the
national imprisonment rate has varied between 61 and 70 since this ceries was
started in May 1976, and the most recent national rate of 65.4 is clearly in
the middle of this range.

2. The decrease in the number of prisoners in Tasmania during March
brought the imprisomment rate in that State down to almost the same level as
Victoria, the State which has had the lowest rate for many years. The only
jurisdictions with imprisonment rates higher than the national rate in March
were the Northern Territory, Western Australia and Queensland,

3. The West Australian figures reported previously for February 1983
contained some errors. The correct figures are: Total Daily Average -
1560.1 comprising 1471.6 males and 88.5 females. On 1 February there were
1477 prisoners in Western Australia of whom 119 were unconvicted prisoners on
remand. For that month the imprisonment rate was 116.6 and the remand rate
8.9.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

27 April 1983
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 83

The dally average numbers of persons {to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during April 1983 with changes 1n the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

April
Changes slnce
Males Females  Total Mar, 1983 Apr. 1982
N.S.W. 3362 151 3513 + 15 - 79
ViC. 1808 71 1879 + 2 + 81
QLD 1666 49 1715 + 11 + 57
S.A. 752 33 785 - 16 - 1
WA, 1485 94 1579 - 26 + 170
TAS. 197 11 ‘ 208 + 6 - 23
N.T. 244 11 255% - 3 - 75
A.C.T. 51 3 S4%* No change + 6
AUST. 9565 423 9988 - 41 + 136

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
%% 37 prisoners (including 1 Female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.5.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during April 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages..

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population¥ Imprisonment Rates

Received (as_above) _(in_thousands)
N.S.W, 780%* 3513 . 5482 64.1
vic. 267 . 1879 3994 47.0
QLD 205 1715 2425 70.7
5.A. 311 785 1335 58.8
W.A. 332 1579 1342 117.7
TAS. 44 208 429 . 48,5
N.T. 20 255 130 196.2
A.C.T. = 54 231 23.4
AUST. 1959 9988 15368 65.0

* Projected Population end of April 1983 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101

*% Comprising 400 Fine Defaulters and 380 Sentenced Prisoners.
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2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 54 in New South Wales, 7 in Queensland and 13 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 269 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders, The convicted prisoners received
in Queensland for the month include 1l persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 April 1983 the actual (as opposed to dally average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3534 622 17.6 11.3
vIC. 1873 146 7.8 3.7
QLD 1722 168 9.8 6.9
S.A. 781 125 16.0 9.4
W.A. 1542 132 8.6 9.8
TAS. 208 11 5.3 2.6
N.T. 246 44 17.9 33.8
A.C.T. 43 7 16.3 3.0
AUST. 9949 1255 . 1z2.6 8.2
COMMENTS ,
1. Only very small changes ia the numbers of prisoners in each

jurisdiction occurred during April 1983 compared with the previous month, but
the national total was considerably higher than it was one year earlier.

2. The number of convicted prisoners from the Australian Capital
Territory serving thelr sentences in New South Wales shown above is an estimate
as accurate flgures were not available from the Commonwealth Attorney-General's
Department on this occasion., .

3. The statistics of remand prisoners show a remarkable increase in the
number of remandees in Queensland compared with the previous month. There
seems to be no clear explanation for this change.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

31 May 1983
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 84

The daily average numbers of persons’(to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during May 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

’

May
Males Females Total Apr.b?gg e smcﬁay 1982
N.S.W. 3308 153 3461 - 52 - 23
VIC. 1850 72 1922 + 43 + 133
QLD 1634 42 1676 - 39 + 26
S.A. 760 27 787 + 2 - 36
W.A. . 1461 70 1531 - 48 + 96
TAS. 203 9 212 + 4 - 34
N.T. 256 14 270* + 15 - 46
A.C.T. 55 4 5g** + 5 + 17
AUST. 9527 391 9918 - 170 + 133

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
** 45 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
Jurisdiction during May 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates.

Recejved (as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 800** 3461 T 5497 63.0
VIC. 305 1922 3995 48.1
QLD 324 1676 ' 2431 | 68.9
S.A. 365 787 1336 58.9
W.A. 379 . 1631 1345 113.8
TAS. 59 212 429 49.4
N.T. 31 270 130 207.7
A.C.T. - .59 232 25.4
AUST. 2263 9918 15395 64.4

* Projected Population end of May 1983 derived from Australian
De%OQraphicpStatistics Quartéﬁ]y (Catalogue No. 3TUITU%“‘“

** Comprising 392 Fine Defaulters and 408 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many: jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release Erograms
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some nf these
figures arer 52 in New South Wales, 9 in Queensland and 12 in Western,
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 267 offenders in
Victoria serving atfendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners received
in Queensland for the month include 8 persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 May 1983 the actual (as opposed to dai]ﬁ average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.H. 3489 617 17.7 11.2
VIiC. 1893 167 8.8 4.2
QLD 1693 160 9.5 6.6
S+A. ' 777 132 17.0 9.9
Wil 1381 146 10.6 10.9
TAS. 209 12 5.7 2.8
N.T. 259 49 18.9 37.7
A.C.T. 59 14 23.7 6.0
AUST. 9760 1297 13.3 8.4
COMMENTS
1. . During May 1983 there was a slight decrease in the total number of

prisoners in Australia, but compared with one year earlier the total is
censiderably higher. Victoria and Western Australia have recorded the
greatest. increases in this twelve month period.

2. Notwithstanding this overall increase the national imprisonment rate
of 64.4 for May 1983 1is marginally lower than the national rate of one year
earlier due to the yeneral population increase.

3 The statistics of remand prisoners have remained relatively stable,

but_the differences in remand rates are very significant. They vary from 2.8
in Tasmania to 37.7 in the Northern Territory.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

29 June 1983



.. | AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY
LEd

e Director: William Clifford 10-18 Colbee Court, Phillip, A.C,T. 2606
P.O. Box 28, Woden. A.C.T. 2606

Telephone: 822111 Telegraphic: AUSTCRIM

AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 85

The daily ayerage numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during June 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

June
Males Females Total May Egggges sms: 5ne 1982
N.S.W. 3314 165 3479 + 18 + 25
viC. 1894 70 1964 T2 + 173
QLD 1634 38 1672 - 4 + 5
S.A. 749 24 773 - 14 - 21
WA 1443 70 1513 - 18 + 94
TAS. 200 8 208 - 4 ' - 33
N.T. 261 12 273* + 3 - 16
A.C.T. 60 2 62** + 3 + 19
AUST. 9555 389 9944 o+ 26 + 246

* 4 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
** 46 prisoners (including 2 fumales) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
Jurisdiction during June 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per
100,000 population? based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received {as above) {in thousands)
N.S.W. 750%* 3479 - 5513 63.1
vic. 331 1964 3996 49.1
QLD 482 1672 ) 2437 ' 68.6
S.A. 347 173 1337 57.8
W.A. 377 1513 1347 112.3
TAS. 49 208 429 48.5
N.T. 47 273 131 208.4
A.C.T. 6 62 232 26.7
AUST. 2389 9944 15422 64.5

Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101
. *% Comprising 434 Fine Defaulters and 322 Sentenced Prisoners.

*  Projected Population end of June 1983 derived from_ Australian
0.0

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are inciuded in the daily average number of prisgners. Some of these

figurés are: 56_in New South Wales, 3 in Queensland and 8 in Western |
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 270 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders. The convicted prisoners received
in Queensland for the month include 14 persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 June 1983 the actual (as.oppoéed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.H. 3496 633 18.1 11.5
VIC. . 1962 192 9.8 4.8
QLD 1684 126 7.5 5.2
S.A. 789 131 16.6 9.8
W.A. 1466 147 10.0 10.9
TAS. 212 13 6.1 3.0
NT. 257 49 19.1 37.7
A.C.T. 61 15 24.6 6.5
AUST. 9927 1306 13.2 - 8.5
COMMENTS
1. During the month of June 1983 there was a slight increase in the total

number of prisoners in Australia, with the most noticeable increases occurring
in Victoria and MNew South Wales. Over the past year Victoria and Western
Australia have recorded the most significant increases.

2. As at 1 June 1983 there were slightly wmore unconvicted prisoners_on
remand than one month earlier. ~The remand figures have increased markedly
in Victoria but have gone down in Queensland.

3. The Institute has recently published Prison Statistics for Asia and
the Pacific Quarterly Summary No. 13 which contains data trom I3 countries in
the region. Copies of this publicdation are available on request.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

28 July 1983
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 86

The daily ayerage numbers of persons.(to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during July 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

© July
Males Females Total JuneL?gg & 51n531y 1982

N.S.W. 3318 161 3479 No change + 59
vIC. 1939 65 2004 + 40 + 205
QLD 1683 37 1720 + 48 + 74
S.A. 762 21 783 + 10 - 25
W.A. 1408 67 1475 - 38 + 93
TAS. 216 5 221 + 13 - 5
NeT. 244 10 254% - 19 Y
A.C.T. 60 3 g3r + 1 + 23

+ 55 + 406

AUST. 9630 369 9999 !

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
** 50 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
{urisdiction during July 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per
00,000 population? based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates .

Received {as above) {in thousands)
N.S.H. T762%* 3479 - 5528 62.9
Vic. 349 2004 3998 50.1
QLD 364 1720 ) 2443 70.4
S.A. 315 783 1338 58.5
W.A. 325 1475 1349 109.3
TAS. 59 221 430 51.4
N.T. 89 254 131 ' 193.9
A.C.T. - 63 233 27.0
AUST. 2263 9999 15450 64.7

* Projected Population end of July 1983 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 310T%

*% Comprising 431 Fine Defaulters and 331 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many_ jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners gn work release programs
are_included in_the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 43 in Hew South Wales, 6 in Queensland and 12 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 273 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance céntre orders. The convicted prisoners received
in Queensland for the month include 17 persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 July 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.H. 3442 640 18.6 : 11.6
VIC. 2001 182 9.1 4.6
QLD " 1666 125 7.5 5.1
S.A. 773 125 16.2 9.3
W.A. 1520 111 7.3 8.2
TAS. 210 18 8.6 4.2
N.T. 259 34 13.1 26.0
A.C.T. 63 18 28.6 7.8
AUST. 9934 1253 12.6 ° 8.1
COMMENTS
1. During the month of July 1983 there were increases in the number of

prisoners held in most Australian jurisdictions, but more importantly, compared
with one year_ earlier, there were more than 400 additional prisoners in the
national total. This trend seems to be more important than are the smaller
changes observed on a monthly basis.

2. An examination of the imprisonment rates shows that Victoria now has a
rate of over 50 for the first time since this series was started in May 1976.
For several months in the ﬁast Victoria has had an imprisonment rate of less
than 40. It is also worthy of note that, as the Northern Territory and
Western Australian rates are slowly declining, the differences between
gur%ﬁdicti%ns in the use of 1imprisonment are now less pronounced than they were
in the past.

Compiled by David Biles
Acting Director

25 August 1983
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AUSTRALTIAN PRISON TRENDS — NO. 87

The dally average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during August 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month

andover the past year arve:
s

August
Changes since
Males Females  Total July 1983 Aug. 1982
N.S.W. 3379 160 3539 “+ 60 + 116
vIC, 1905 71 . 1976 - 28 + 157
QLD 1688 34 1722 + 2 ) + 77
S.A. 751 22 773 - 10 - 72
W.A, 1413 61 1474 - 1 + 83
TAS, 216 8 224 + 3 - 5
N.T. 250 8 258k + 4 - 3
A.C.T. 69 4 73%% + 10 + 35
AlIST, 9671 368 10039 + 40 + 388

* 5 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
%% 53 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during August 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population¥® Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 957%% 3539 5544 . 63.8
VIC. 378 1976 - 3999 3 49.4
QLD 471 1722 2449 70.3
S.A. 363 773 1339 57.7
W.A, 339 1474 1352 109.0
TAS. 52 224 430 52.1
N.T. 126 258 131 196.9
A.C.T. - 73 233 31.3
AUST. 2686 10039 15477 . 64.9

* Projected Population end of August 1983 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101707
%% Comprising 505 Fine Defaulters and 452 Sentenced Prisomers.,

(cont'd over page)
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2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 54 in New South Wales and 13 in Western Australia.  Excluded
from the prisoner statistics were 294 offenders in Victoria serving attendance
centre orders, of whom 24 were pre-releasees frpm prison. The convicted
prisoners received in Queensland for the month include 9 persons sentenced to
weekend detention.

s

As at 1 August 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

0

Total Prisoners Percentage . Remandees per 100,000
Prisoncrs on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. ' 3507 649 18.5 - 1.7
VIC. 1979 174 8.8 4.4
QLD 1728 104 6.0 4.3
S.A.° 789 127 16.1 9.5
W.A. 1454 146 10.0 10.8
TAS. 228 13 5.7 3.0
N.T. 252 40 15.9 30.5
A.C.T. 73 22 30.1 - 9.4
AUST. 10010 1275 12.6 ‘8.3
COMMENTS
1. The recent trend to increasing numbers of prisoners has continued in

August 1983 and the national daily average for that month of 10039 was the
highest recorded since July 1979. The increase in New South Wales numbers

in August may be due to the curtailment of the release on licence scheme, while
conversely the slight decrease in Victoria may be due to the transfer of pre-
releasees from prison to attendance centres.

2. Large differences in imprisonment rates are still to be secen, but it
is notable that the jurisdictions with the highdst rates, Northern Territory
and Western Australia, are slowly decreasing, while the Australian Capital
Territory, the jurisdiction with the lowest rate, is steadily increasing.

Compiled by David Biles
Acting Director

29 September 1983
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS ~ NO. 88

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during September 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month
andover the past year ared

September
Changes since
Males Females Total Aug, 1983 Sept. 1982
N.S.W. 3455 156 3611 + 72 + 189
VIC. ] 1881 74 1955 - 21 + 124
QLD 1693 39 1732 + 10 + 73
W.A, 1395 58 1453 - 21 + 28
S.A. 743 28 771 - 2 - 65
TAS., 224 9 233 + 9 + 6
N.T. 237 12 249% ' - 9 - 22
A.C.7T. 57 3 60%** - 13 + 16
AUST, 9685 379 10064 : + 25 + 349

* 4 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
%% 46 prisoncrs (ircluding 2 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N,.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during September 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on dally averages,

Sentenced  Dailly Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisoninent Rates
' Received (as above) (in thousands) ‘
N.S.W. 983%* 3611 5559 65.0
VIC, 323 1955 4000 48.9
QLD 375 1732 2455 70.5
WA, 350 1453 - 1354 107.3
S.A. 297 771 1340 .y 57.5
TAS. 51 233 431 54.1
N.T. 105 ’ 249 132 188.6
A.C.T. - 60 233 25.8
AUST, 2484 10064 15504 64.9

* Trojected Population end of September 1983 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3191.0 A
*% Comprising oo2 rine Defaulters and 430 Sentenced Prisoners.

.

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Relecase, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictilons small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figurés are: 60 in New South Wales, 5 in Queensland aund 15 in Western
Australia. Excluded. from the prisoner statistics were 271 offenders in
Victoria serving atteundance centre orders, of whom 29 were pre-releasces from
prison. The convicted prisoners receilved in Queensland for the month include
25 persons sentcenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 September 1983 the actual (as opposed to dailly average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who ware
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoncrs Percentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoncrs on Remand of Remandecs of General Population
N.S.W. 3604 617 17.1 11.1
vic. 1949 171 8.8 4.3
QLD 1715 "112 6.5 4.6
W.A. 1415 138 9.8 10.2
SCA. 785 131 16.7 9.8
TAS. 226 14 6.2 3.3
N.T. 252 46 18.3 35.1
A.C.T. 57 11 19.3 4.7
AUST, 10003 1240 12.4 8.0
1. There was an overall iIncrease in prisoner numbers in Australia during

September 1983, This was largely due to the increasc in New Scuth Wales, but
there were small decreases in Viectoria and Vestern fustralia. Nevertheless,
all jurisdictions except South Australia and the Northern Territory now have
higher. numbers of prisoners than one year ago.

2. Notwithstanding these changes in the actual numbers the national
imprisonment rate has chaunged very little over the past twelve months. This
suggests that the increase in numbers over this period is almost entirely
cxplainable in terms of the increase in the general population.

3. The differences between jurisdictions in imprisonment rates and remand

rates are still very considerable, however, and have yelt to be satisfactorlly
explained.

Compiled by David Biles. .
Acting Dircctor

31 October 1983
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 89
The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in

custody during October 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month
andover the past year are:

October

Males Females Total Sept.c?gg es 5182%. 1982
N.S.H. 3541 154 3695 + 84 + 227
vIC. 1891 71 1962 + 7 + 113
QLD 1683 4] 1724 - 8 + 76
W.A. 1372 57 1429 - 24 - 15
S.A. 758 26 784 + 13 - 53
TAS. 225 9 234 + 1 + 8
N.T. 265 14 279* + 30 + 21
A.C.T. 59 4 63** + 3 + 10
AUST. 9794 376 10170 + 106 + 387

* 3 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
** 49 ﬁrasoners_(1nc1ud1ng 2 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during October 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Populatjon* Imprisonment Rates

Receijved (as above) {in thousands)
N.S.W. 738%* 3695 5575 66.3
VIC. 319 1962 4001 49.0
4Lo 375 1724 2461 70.1
W.A. 310 1429 1341 106.6
S.A. 347 784" 1356 57.8
TAS. 52 234 431 <L 54.3
N.T. 122 279 132 211.4
A.C.T. - 63 234 26.9
AUST. 2263 10170 15531 65.5

3
1

* Projected Population end of October 1983 derived from Australian

Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalegue No. 3101

** Comprising 362 Fine Defaulters and 376 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 66 in New South Wales, 14 in Queensland and 19 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 266 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders, of whom 56 were pre-releasees from
prison. The convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include
18 persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 October 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3716 _ 643 17.3 11.6
VIC. 1954 199 10.2 5.0
QLD 1730 147 8.5 6.0
W.A. 1384 142 10.3 10.5
S.A. 789 144 18.3 10.7
TAS. 237 21 8.9 4.9
N.T. 264 49 18.6 37.1
A.C.T. 58 11 19.0 4.7
AUST. 10132 1356 13.4 8.7
COMMENTS .
1. During the month of Qctober 1983 prisoner numbers increased in ail

Australian jurisdictions except Western Australia and Queensland. - The highest
increases were recorded for New South Wales and the Northern Territory. These
increases have raised the national imprisonment rate from 64.9 to 65.5 in one
month.

2. There was also an ipcrease in the numbers of unconvicted prisoners
on remand in all jurisdictions during the month and this raised the national
remand rate from 8.0 to 8.7, At the end of October 1983 13 4 per cent of
Australian prisoners were unconvicted remandees.

. Compiled by David Biles

Y Acting Director

28 November 1983
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 90

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during November 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

November
Changes since

Males  Females Total Oct. 1983 Nov. 1982
N.S.W. 3582 167 3749 + 54 + 220
vIC. . 1894 . 66 1960 -2 + 103
QLD - BNt EY 46 1763 + 39 + 133
W.A. 1372 59 1431 + 2 - 47
S.A. 751 2§ 776 - 8 - 74
TAS. 235 9 244 + 10 + 5
N.T. 269 15 284% + 5 + 40
A.C.T. 54 . 5 59%*% - 4 + 12
AUST, 9874 392 10266 + 96 + 392

* 2 prisoniers in this total were serving sentences in S,A. prisons.
#% 50 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. pricons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisonérs received in each
jurisdiction during November 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on dally averages.

Sentenced  Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population¥ Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 769%* 3749 5590 67.1
vIC. 411 1960 4002 49.0
QLD 359 1763 2467 : 71.5
W.A. 324 1431, 1342 ' 106.6
S.A. 305 776 1358 57.1
TAS. 68 244 432 56.5
N.T. 108 284 133 213.5
A.C,T. - 59 234 25.2
AUST. 2344 10266 i 15558 66.0

* Projected Population end of November 1983 derived from Australian
Demographic Statisties Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.

*% Comprising 383 Fine Defaulters and 386 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 71 in New South Wales, 5 in Queensland and 16 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 266 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders, of whom 62 were pre-releasees from
prison. The convicted prisoners recelved in Queensland for the month include
18 persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 November 1983 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisouners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3743 584 15.6 ’ 10.5
VIC. 1984 196 9.9 4.9
QLD 1733 ' 114 6.6 4.6
W.A. 1416 142 10.0 10.6
S.A. 809 162 20.0 11.9
TAS. 239 14 5.9 3.2
N.T. 279 67 24.0 50.8
A.C.T. 63 11 17.5 4.7
AUST. 10266 1290 12.6 8.3
COMMENTS
1. The trend in recent months towards increasing numbers of prisomers

continued to be followed by most jurisdictions during November 1983. It is
noticeable that for that month all jurisdictions except. Western Australia and
South Australia had appreciably higher numbers than one year earlier.

2. The November 1983 national total of 10266 prisoners was the highest
recorded since the commencement of this series in May 1976. However, the
national imprisonment rate of 66.0 has been exceeded on many occasions
previously, most notably throughout the whole of 1979, Even though there are
differences between jurisdictions, the national long-term trend in the number
of prisoners seems to follow fairly closely the increase in the general
population.

Compiled by David Biles
Acting Director

17 January 1984
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ATJSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 91

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during December 1983 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

December
Changes since

Males Females  Total Nov. 1983 Dec. 1982
N.S.W. 3492 174 3666 - 83 + 138
VIC. 1896 66 1962 + 2 + 114
QLD 1678 39 1717 - 46 + 100
W.A. 1353 60 1413 ' - 18 - 106
S.A. 701 24 725 - 51 - 82
TAS. 238 8 246 + 2 - 37
N.T. 252 13 265% - 19 + 31
A.C.T. 58 4 62%*% + 3 + 15
AUST. 9668 388 10056 - 210 + 173

* 2 prisoners iun this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
*% 50 prisoners (including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

Tiia table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during December 1983 as well as the imprisonment rates (priscners
per 100,000 population) based on dally averages.

Sentenced Dally Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population#* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 679%* 3666 5605 65.4
VIC. 317 1962 4003 49.0
QLD 392 1717 2473 69.4
W.A. 265 1413~ 1343 . 1058.2
S.A. 300 725 1361 53.3
TAS, 64 246 432 57.0
N.T. 98 . 265 133 199.2
A.C.T. - 62 235 26.4
AUST. 2115 10056 L 15585 64.5

* Projected Population end of December 1983 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistles Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.

*% Comprising 339 Fine Defaulters and 340 Senteunced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)



2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: . 76 in New South Wales, 6 in Queensland and 10 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 280 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders, of whom 61 were pre-releasees from
prison., The convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include
13 persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 December 1983 the actual (as opposed to dally average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and. the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.H. 3590 . 478 13.3 8.6
VIC. 1983 186 9.4 4,6
QLD 1763 141 8.0 5.7
W.A. 1434 143 16.0 10.7
S.A. 759 139 18.3 10.2
TAS. 252 10 4.0 2.3
N.T. 275 64 23.3 48.1
A.C.T. 61 9 14.8 3.8
AUST, 10117 1170 11.6 7.5
COMMENTS
1. The total number of prisouners in Australia decreased markedly during

December 1983, largely due to decreases in New South Wales, South Australia

and Queensland, but the national total was still higher than it had been one
year earlier, Over the longer term the only jurilsdictions recording decreases
were Western Australia, South Australia and Tasmania.

2. The number of unconvicted prisoners on temand at 1 December 1983 was
also lower Lthan the equivalent figure found one month earlier in all
jurisdictions except Queensland. Differences between jurisdictions in the
use of remand in custody are most dramatically shown, however, by the remand
rates (remandees per 100,000 population) which varied between 2.3 and 48:]

«

Compiled by David Biles
Acting Director
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The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in

- custody during January 1984 with changes
and over the past year are:

in the totals over the past month

January

Males Females Total Dec. %gggges 5322? 1983
 NLSWM. 3509 180 3689 + 23 + 223
vIC. 1855 67 1922 - 40 + 111
QLD 1685 44 1729 + 12 + 113
©WLA. 1354 60 1414 1 - 110
5.A. 630 28 658 € - 67 - 131
TAS. 220 9 229 - 17 - 18
N.T. T 26 12 258* -7 + 32
A.C.T. 51 3 Bk - 8 + 4
AUST. 9550 403 9953 - 93 + 228

* 2 prisoners jin this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
** 45 prisoners {including 3 females) in this total were serving sentences

in N.S.W. prisons,

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each

Jurisdiction during January 1984 as well

as the imprisonment rates (prisoners

per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Populatjon* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)’
N.S.W. 655%* 3689 5621 65.6
VIC. 335 1922 4004 48.0
QLD 262 1729 2476 69.8
W.A, 311° 1414 . 1344 105.2
S.A. 331 658 1363 48.3
TAS. 3 229 432 53.0
N.T. 73 ; 258 133 194.0
A.C.T. - 54 236 22.9
AUST, 2001 9953 | 15609 63.8

* Projected Population end of January 1984 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.

*% Comprising 441 Fine Defaulters and 214 Sentenced Prisoners. -

(cont'd aver page)
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Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figutes are: 75 in New South Wales, 5 in Queensland and 15 in Western

Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 252 offenders in

Victoria rerving attendance centre orders, of whom 72 were pre-releasees from
rison. The convicted prisoners received in Queensiand for the month include
persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 January 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numhers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
were on remand are shown in the table below. The number of Federal
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction at 31 December 1983 are also
shown in this table.

Priseaers Prisemars  oh Remsmi  of Remandses  oF Genersl sopuiation

N.S.H. 3672 159 502 13.7 9.0

vIC. 1913 49 188 9.8 4.7

QLD 1715 31 % 5.8 4.0

W.A. 1363 28 115 8.4 r 8.6

S.A. " 640 16 109 17.0 8.0

TAS. 239 2 16 6.7 3.7
NLT. 251 14 37 14.7 27.8

A.C.T. 55 - 10 18.2 4.2

AUST. 9848 299 1076 10.9 6.9

* 4 of the Federal prisoners in South Australia were transferred from
the Northern Territory.

COMMENTS

1. For the second month in a row the total number of prisoners in
Australia decreased slightly during January 19%4, with the major decreases
occurring in South Australia (almost certainly as a result of new parole
legistation), in Victoria and in Tasmania. The national imprisonment
rate has dropped from 66.0 to 63.8 over the past two months.

2. In addition to the overall tendency towards lower prison populat-
ions, the numbers of unconvicted prisoners on remand in most jurisdictions
were also lower on 1 January 1984 than they were one month earlier.

3. It is pleasing to note that this edition of Australian Prison Trends
contains, for the first time in many months, full information about the
numbers of sentenced prisoners received in each jurisdiction as well as
basic data on the numbers of Federal prisoners.

( »

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)

29 February 1984
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The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during February 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

February _

Males Fenales  Total Jan. ?333”05 Séng 1983
N.S.M, 3305 161 3466 - 223 + 9
VIC, 1873 67 1940 + 18 + 93
QLp 1733 A6 1779 + 50 + 127
W.A. 1400 69 1469 + 5% - 9%
S.A. 639 28 667 + 9 - 108
TAS. 211 9 220 - 9 - 5
N.T. 269 14 283% + 25 + 44
A.C.T. 62 2 gy b 10 v 12
NIST, 9492 396 9888 - 65 + 81

* 2 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
**% 43 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
Jurisdiction during February 1964 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoneces
per 100,000 population) hased on daily averages. .

Sentenced  Daily Average
Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates
Received {as ahove) (in thousands) o
N.S.H. 206%* 3466 . 5636 61.5
vic. 515 1940 4005 48.4
QLD 365 1779 2482 7.7
W.A. 322 1469 1345 109.2
S.A. 323 667 1366 48.8
TAS. 48 220" 433 50.8
N.T. 116 283 134 211.2
A.C.T, - 64 236 27.]
AUST. 1895 9888 15637 63.2

* Projected Population end of February 1984 derived from Australian
Demoaraphic Statistics dnarterly {(Catalogue No. 3101.07

** Comprising 114 Fine NDefaulters and 92 Sentenced Prisoners.

1018 Colbee Court, Phillips, ACT 2606,

Telephone: 82 2111
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Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdiclions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners.  Some of these

figures arer 98 in Hew South Males, 6 in Oueensland and 15 in Mesteen
Australia.  Excluded from the prisoper statistics were 247 offenders in
Victoria serving atiendance tentre orders, of whom 71 were pre-releasees fron
prison,  The convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include

10 persons sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 February 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average).numbers of

* prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the propaortion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoners on Remand of Remandcees of General Population
N.S.M. 3687 556 15,1 9.9
VIC. 1936 208 10.7 5.2
oLn T1780 167 9.4 6.7
W.A. 1416 152 10.7 11.3
S.A, 648 115 17.7 8.4
TAS. 219 2 0.9 0.5
N.T. 265 57 21.5 4?.9
A.C.T. 61 18 29.5 7.6
AlIST, 10012 1275 12.7 8.2

COMMENTS

1, The most striking aspect of the February 1984 data is the large
decrease in the numbers of prisoners in New South Wales, together with the drop
in the numbers of sentenced prisoners received in that State. These changes
were almost certainly due to a protracted industrial dispute which occurred
during this time.

”

4

2. In all other jurisdictions except Tasmania there were small increases
in numbers during February. There has also been a marked increase in the
numbers of unconvicted prisoners on remand in-all jurisdictions except
Tasmania. ~0On 1 February remandees comprised 12.7 percent of the total prison
population compared with 10.9 percent one month earlier.

3. The Institute has just published another edition of Prison Statistics
for Asia and the Pacific which contains data from 12 countrie§, Copics are
availabTé on request, B )

Compiled by David Riles
Assistant Director (Research)

28 March 1984
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AUSTRALTAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 94

The daily average numbers of persans (to the nvarest whole number) held in
custody during March 1984 with changes in the tovals over the past month
and over the past year are:

March

Males Females Total Feb. %gggges s&g?? 1983
N.S.H. 3002 140 3142 - 324 - 386
VIC. 1889 73 1962 + 22 + 85
QLD 1737 M3 1780 P + 76
W.A. 1414 67 1481 + 12 - 124
S.A. 637 22 659 - 8 - 142
TAS. 225 8 233 + 13 + 31
N.T. 259 15 274% -9 16
A.C.T. 52 1 o -1 - 1
AUST. 9215 369 9584 - 304 - 445

* 2 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
** 38 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during March 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Receijved {as above) (in thousands)
N.S.H. 787%% 3142 5652 55.6
Vic. . 335 1962 4006 49.0
QLD 300 1780 2488 71.5
W.A. 326 1481 1346 110.0
S.A. 293 659 1368 48.2
TAS. 82 233 433 53.8
N.T. 113 274 <134 204 .5
A.C.T. - 53 237 22.4
RUST. 2236 9584 o 15664 61.2

* Projected Population end of March 1984 derived from Australian
Demegraphic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3107,

** Comprising 324 Fine Defaulters and 463 Sentenced Prisoners.

- (cont'd over page)
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2.

Work Release, Periodic NDetention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these

figures are: 100 in Mew South Wales, 7 in Queensland and 13 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 254 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders, of whom 52 were pre-releasees from
prison. The convicted prisoners received in Queensland for the month include
1 person sentenced to weekend detention.

As at 1 March 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners  on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 2943 513 17.4 9.1
VIC. 1964 186 9.5 4.6
oLn 1780 125 7.0 5.0
W.A, 1481 155 10.5 11.5
S.A. 672 133 19.8 9.7
TAS. 229 8 3.5 1.8
N.T. 281 57 "20.3 42,5
A.C.T. 49 12 24.5 5.1
AUST. 9399 1189 12.7 7.6
COMMENTS
1. There has been a further decrease in the numbers of prisoners in

Australia during March 1984, This is almost entirely due to the reduced
numbers in New South Wales which came about as a result of additional
remissions being granted during a protracted industrial dispute which lasted
until 12 March.

2. Trends over a twelve month perjod show tha. New South Wales, South
Australia and Western Australia have markedly reduced their prison populations,
while increases are shown for Victoria and Oueensland. Overa]], the national
imprisonment rate for March 1984 of 61.2 is the lowest found since this series
started in May 1976. The differences in rates between Jur1sd1ct1ons are,
however, almost as large as has been found at any time.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
Assisted by Marjorie Johnson

2 May 1984
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS = NO. 95

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during April 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

April
Changes since

Males Females Total Mar. 1984 Apr. 1983
N.S.W. 3156 146 3302 +.160 - 226
vIC. 1913 70 1983 ' £ 21 + 106
QLD 1772 42 1814 + 34 + 110
W.A. 1427 67 1494 + 13 - 1M
S.A. 596 12 608 - 51 - 193
TAS. 234 6 240 + 7 + 38
N.T. 262 14 276% + 2 + 18
A.C.T. 54 2 S56%* + 3 + 2
AUST. 9414 359 9773 + 189 - 256

* 2 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
** 41 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced orisoners received in each
jurisdiction during April 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. T76%% 3302 5667 58.3
VIC. 326 1983 4007 49.5
QLD 285 1814 2494 72.7
W.A. 322 1494 1370 109.1
S.A. 274 608 1347 45.1
TAS. 58 240 434 55.3
N.T. 123 276 135 204.4
A.C.T. - 56 237 23.6
AUST. 2164 9773 15691 62.3

* Projected Population end of April 1984 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3107,

*% Comprising 426 Fine Defaulters and 350 Sentenced Prisoners.

e L o o (cont'd over page)
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2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release p gqrams

are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of th:-Je
figures are:r 99 in New South Wales, 23 in Queensland and 12 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 273 offenders in
V1ctor1a serving attendance centre orders, of whom 99 were pre-releasees from
prison.

As at 1 Apr?L 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who
Wwere on remand are shown in the table below. The rumber of Federal
prisoners. in custody in each jurisdiction at 1 April 1984 are also

shown in this table.

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000

Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3349 144 639 19.1 11.3
vic, 2017 48 163 8.1 by
QLD 1815 28 131 7.2 5.3
W.A. 1500 28 161 10.7 11.8
S.A. 629 12+ 141 22.4 10.5
TAS. 239 1 15 6.3 3.5
N.T. 275 13 42 15.3 31.3
A.C.T. 52 = 12 23.1 5.1
AUST. 9876 274 1304 13.2 8.3

* 4 of the Federal prisoners in South Australia were transferred from
the Northern Territory.

COMMENTS

1. buring the month of April 1984 there was a significant increase in
the number of prisoners in Australia. This increase was almost totally the
result of higher numbers in New South Wales. On the other hand the figures
for South Australia have shown a marked decrease during this period. This
change has brought the South Australian imprisonmment rate well below that of
any other State, but not as low as that of the A.C.T.

2. Notwithstanding the overall increase in numbers during April the
national figure is still lower than it was twelve months earlier. This is
also the case in New South Wales, Western Australia and South Australia.

3. The data in the statistical table above include the numbers of Federatl
prisoners in each jurisdiction. From this table it can also be seen that on

1 tpril 1984 13.2 per cent of Australian prisoners were unconvicted remandees.
This is a higher proportion than is usually found.

Compiled by David Biles
Assistant Director (Research)
Assisted by Marjorie Johnson

25 May 1984
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 96

- The -daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during May 1984 with changes 1in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

May
Thanges since
Males Females Totatl Apr. 1984 May 1983
N.S.W. 3021 144 3165 - 137 - 296
VIC. 1888 65 1953 - 30 + 31
QLD 1731 45 1776 - 38 + 100
W.A, 1457 67 1524 + 30 - 7
S.A. 577 17 594 - 14 - 193
TAS. 235 6 241 + 1 + 29
NaT. 269 13 282% + 6 + 12
A.C.T. 65 3 68%* + 12 + 9
AUST. 9243 360 9603 - 170 - 315

* 2 prisoners in this total were serving sentences in S.A. prisons.
*% 45 prisoners (including 1 female) 1in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of septenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during May 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as_above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 791%% 3165 5683 55.7
viC. 472 1953 4009 48.7
QLD 378 ‘ 1776 2500 . 71.0
W.A. 394 1524 1373 111.0
S.A. 314 594 1348 44.1
TAS. 71 241 434 55.5
N.T. 111 282 135 208.9
A.C.T. - 68 238 28.6
AUST. 2531 9603 15720 ' 61.1

* Projected Population end of May 1984 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. .

*% Comprising 401 Fine Defaulters and 390 Sentenced Prisoners.
(cont'd over page) _ . . .
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2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figiires are: 80 in New South waLes, 17 in Queensland and 9 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 285 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders at the end of May, of whom 136
were pre-releasees from prison.

As at 1 May 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Rematidees of General Population
N.S.W. 3226 592 18.4 10.4
VIC. 1966 181 9.2 HS
QLD 1812 127 7.0 | 5.1
W.A. 1421 136 9.6 9.9
S.A. 620 136 21.9 10.1
TAS. 236 ik 4.7 B 2.5
N.T. 279 43 15.4 31.9
A.C.T. 62 19 - 30.6 8.0
AUST. 9622 1245 12.9 7.9
COMMENTS
1. buring the month of May 1984 there was an overall decrease in the

number of prisoners in Australia, which very nearly compensated for the
increase that had occurred in the previous month. The most significant
decrease occurred in New South Wales, but there was a small increase in numbers
in Western Australia and in the two Territories.

2. The most noticeable changes in the past twelve months have been the
decreasing numbers in New South Wales and South Australia and the increase in
Queensland. The South Australian imprisonment rate of 44.1 is the lowest
recorded for any State for over two years. The natjonal rate of 41.1 is also
the Lowest recorded since this series was started in May 1976.

3. On 1 May 1984 the total number of unconvicted prisoners on remand was
Lower than one month earlier. The remand numbers decreased in nearly all
jurisdictions, but there were small increases in Victoria and the two
Territories.

Compiled by David Biles
Deputy Director
Assisted by Marjorie Johnson

29 June 1984
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 97

The daily average numbers of persbns (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during June 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

June
Changes since

Males Females Total May 1984 June 1983
N.S.W. 2927 151 3078 - 87 - 4D1
ViC. 1870 62 1932 - 2 - 32
QLD 1790 42 1832 + 56 + 160
W.A. 1463 69 1532 + 8 + 19
S.A. 540 17 557 - 37 - 216
TAS. 234 6 240 - 1 + 32
N.T. 243 14 257* - 25 - 16
A.C.T. 60 3 63%% -~ 5 + 1
AUST. 9M27 364 9491 - 12 - 453

* 1 prisoner in this total was serving sentence in an S.A. prison.
*% 43 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.¥- prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during June 1984 as well as the impriscnment rates (prisoners per
100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 829+ 3078 5698 54.0
VIC. 357 1932 4010 48.2
QLp 352 1832 2506 73.1
W.A. - 1532 1375 111.4
S.A. 264 557 1349 41.3
TAS. 53 260 434 _ 55.3
N.T. 88 257 135 109.4
A.C.T. - 63 238 26.5
AUST. - 9491 15745 60.3

* Projected Population end of June 1984 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 31

*% Comprising 400 Fine Defaulters and 421 Sentenced Prisoners.
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2.

Work Retease, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 62 in New South Wales, 7 in Queensland and 7 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 289 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders at the end of June, of whom 198
vere pre-releasees from prison.

As at 1 June 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction and the proportion of these who were
on remand are shown in the table below:

Total Prisoners Percentage Remandees per 100,000
Prisoners on Remand of Remandees of General Population
N.S.W. 3086 604 19.6 10.6
VIC. 1933 178 9.2 bub
QLD 1776 104 5.9 4.2
W.A. 1510 137 2.1 10.0
S.A. 576 125 21.7 9.3
TAS. 244 17 7.0 3.9
N.T. 286 53 18.5 39:3
A.C.T. 66 24 36.4 10.1
AUST. 9477 1242 13.1 7.9
COMMENTS
1. The number of pr1soners fell in nearly all jurisdictions during June

1984, but there were changes in the opposite direction in Queensland and
western Australia. Compared with one year earlier the total number of
prisoners was considerably lLower with the major decreases occurring in New
South Wales and South Australia.

2. Significant differences in imprisonment rates betwen jurisdictions
continue to be cbserved, but for June 1984 it is notable that only the Northern
Territory, Western Australia and Queensland had higher rates than the national
rate of 60.3. Also of interest is the very Low rate for South Australia.

3. The numbers of unconvicted prisoners on remand have changed Llittle

from 1 May to 1 June 1984, but there was a slight decrease in Queensland and
small increases in Tasmania and the Northern Territory. It is also notable
that the A.C.T. on 1 June had a remand rate higher than the national rate:

Compiled by David Biles
Deputy Director
Assisted by Marjorie Johnson

2 August 1984
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 98

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during July 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

July
Changes sinace

Males . Females Total June 1984 July 1983
N.S.W. 2858 153 A 3011 - 67 - 468
VIC. 1858 61 1919 - 13 - 85
QLd 1816 38 1854 + 22 + 134
W.A. 1408 &7 1475 - 57 No change
S.A. 574 25 599 o+ k2 - e
TAS. 229 6 235 - 5 + 14
N.T. 232 12 244 - 13 - 10
A.C.T. 59 -2 61% - 2 - 2
AUST. 9034 364 9398 - 93 - 601

* 42 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during July 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners per
100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Populationx Imprisonment Rates

Received (as above) (in thousands)
N.S.H. 712%% 3011 5714 52.7
Vic. 341 1919 4011 47.8
QLD 300 1854 2512 73.8
W.A. 384 1475 1377 ‘ 107.1
S.A. 302 599 1350 L4
TAS. 71 235 435 54.0
N.T. 83 244 136 179.4
A.C.T. = 61 239 25.5
AUST. 2193 9398 15774 59.6

* Projected Population end of July 1984 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 310T.

*% Comprising 412 Fine Defaulters and 300 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)
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2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are jncluded in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 43 in New South Wales, 7 1in Queensland and 12 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the priconer statistics were 287 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre urders and 202 pre-releasees from
prison at the end of July.

As at 1 July 1984 the actual (as oppozed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction are shown in the table below.
This table also shows the number of Federal prisoners in each jurisdiction,
and the numbérs of unconvicted prisoners on remand.  The percentage of
remandees and the remand rate (remandees per 100,000) are also shown.

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage
Prisoners Prisoners on Remand of Remandees Remand Rate
N.S.W. 3042 102 580 19.1 10.2
VIC. 1916 39 173 9.0 4.3
QLD 1864 26 148 7.9 5.9
W.A. 1539 25 117 7.6 8.5
S.A. 564 12% 118 20.9 8.8
TAS. 241 1 18 7.5 | 4.2
N.T. 242 13 41 16.9 30.4
A.C.T. 55 - 16 29.1 6.7
AUST. 9463 218 1211 12.8 . 7.7

* 3 of the Federal prisoners in South Australia were transferred from
the Northern Territory.

COMMENTS

1. The total number of prisoners in Australia again fell during July
1984 with the national imprisonment rate coming down to 59.6. The major
decreases occurred in New South Wales and Western Australia, while
increases occurred during the month in South Australia and Queensland.

2. This issue of Australian Prison Trends includes details of the
numbers of Federal prisoners in each jurisdiction. Hopefully, these data
will be jncluded in all furure jssues.

3. Apologies are offered for the typing error in Australian Prison
Trends No. 97 which resulted in the imprisonment rate for the Northern
Territory being shown as 109.4. The correct figure should have been
190.4. The correct figure for July is 179.4, the lowest recorded for that
jurisdiction.

Compiled by David Biles
Deputy Director
Assisted by Marjorie Johnson

31 August 1984
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS —~ NO. 99

The dally average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during August 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month and
over the past year are:

August
Changes sinca

Males Females Total July 1984 Auz. 1983
N.S.W. 2987 153 3140 + 129 ~ 399
Vic. 1876 66 1942 + 23 - 34
QLD 1825 39 1864 + 10 + 142
WA, 1426 72 1498 + 23 + 24
S:A. 592 23 615 + 16 - 158
TAS. 241 7 248 + 13 + 24
N.T. 230 13 243 - 1 - 15
A.C.T. 56 2 58% - 3 = 15
AUST. 9233 375 9608 + 210 ~ 431

* 44 prisoners (including 1 female) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisomers received in each
jurisdiction during August 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on dally averages.

Sentenced Daily Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received {as _above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 775%% 3140 5729 54.8
VIicC. 449 1942 4012 48.4
QLD 370 1864 2518 74.0
W.A. 355 1498 1379 108.6
S.A. 295 615 1351 45.5
TAS. 92 248 435 57.0
N.T. 120 243 136 178.7
A.C.T. - 58 239 24.3
AUST. 2456 9608 15799 60.8

* Projected Population end of August 1984 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101,

*% Comprising 459 Fine Defaulters and 316 Sentenced Prisoners.

(cont'd over page)
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2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurlsdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 4! in New South Wales, 15 in Queensland and 8 in Western
Australia. Excluded from the prisoner statistics were 307 offenders in
Victoria serving attendance centre orders and 162 pre-releasees from
prison at the end of August.

As at 1 August 1984 the actual (as opposed to dally average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction are shown in the table below.
This table also shows the number of Federal prisoners in each jurisdiction,
and the numbers of unconvicted prisoners on remand. The percentage of
remandees and the remand rate (remandees per 100,000) are also shown.

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage
Prisoners Prisoners on_Remand of Remandees Remand Rate
N.S5.W. 3009 97 635 21.1 11.1
Vic. 1949 38 172 8.8 4.3
QLD 1868 27 129 6.9 5.1
W.A. 1540 27 124 8.1 9.0
S.A. 613 11% 134 21.9 9.9
TAS. 236 2 12 5.1 2.8
N.T. 247 11 47 19.0 34.6
A.C.T. 56 - 16 28.6‘ 6.7
AUST. 9518 213 1269 13.3 8.0

% 3 of the Federal »risonmers in South Australia were transferred from
the Northern Territory.

COMMENTS

1. All States recorded increases in the numbers of persons in prison
during August 1984, with the largest irncrease occurring in New South Wales.
The national total for that month, however, 1is considerably lower than it
was one year earlier. Over this longer period the only large increase has
occurred in Queensland.

2. Only small changes have occurred in the imprisonment rates and
remand rates over the past month, but very significant differences between
jurisdictions on these two measures are still to be seen.

Compiled by David Biles
Deputy Director
Assisted by Marjorie Johnson
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AUSTRALIAN PRISON TRENDS - NO. 100

The daily average numbers of persons (to the nearest whole number) held in
custody during September 1984 with changes in the totals over the past month
and over the past year are:

September
Changes since

Males Females Total Aug. 1984 Sept. 1983
N.S.W. 2921 163 3084 - 56 - 527
vic. 1852 78 1930 - 12 - 25
QLD 1830 47 1877 + 13 + 145
W.A. 1384 52 1436 -~ 62 - 17
S.A. 611 24 635 + 20 - 136
TAS. 254 7 261 + 13 + 28
N.T. 245 15 260 + 17 + 11
A,C.T. 57 2 59% + 1 - 1
AUST. 9154 388 9542 ~ 66 - 522

* 46 prisoners (including 2 females) in this total were serving sentences
in N.S.W. prisons.

The table below shows the number of sentenced prisoners received in each
jurisdiction during September 1984 as well as the imprisonment rates (prisoners
per 100,000 population) based on daily averages.

Sentenced Dailly Average

Prisoners Prisoners General Population* Imprisonment Rates

Received (as _above) (in thousands)
N.S.W. 780%* 3084 5745 | | 53.7
vic. 377 1830 4013 48.1
QLD 341 1877 2524 T4.4
W.A. 261 1436 1382 103.9
S.A. 238 " 835 1352 47.0
TAS. 57 261 436 ' 59.9
N.T. 157 260 137 , 189.8
A.C.T. - 59 240 24.6
AUST. 2211 9542 - 15829 60.3

* Projected Population end of September 1984 derived from Australian
Demographic Statistics Quarterly (Catalogue No. 3101.0)

** Comprising 364 Fine Defaulters and 416 Sentenced Prisoners.
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2.

Work Release, Periodic Detention and Attendance Centre Data

In many jurisdictions small numbers of prisoners on work release programs
are included in the daily average number of prisoners. Some of these
figures are: 50 in New South Wales, 14 in Queensland and 9 in Western
Australia.

As at 1 September 1984 the actual (as opposed to daily average) numbers of
prisoners in custody in each jurisdiction are shown in the table below.
This table also shows the number of Federal prisoners in each jurisdiction,
and the numbers of unconvicted prisoners on remand. The percentage of
remandees and the remand rate (remandees per 100,000) are also shown.

Total Federal Prisoners Percentage
Prisoners Prisoners on_ Remand of Remandees Remand Rate
N.S.W. 3022 96 599 19.8 10.5
VIC. 1958 36 173 8.8 4.3
QLD 1889 29 146 7.7 5.8
W.A. 1442 26 121 8.4 8.8
S.A. 620 14% 141 22.7 10.4
TAS. 257 3 19 7.4 4o4
N.T. 234 13 39 16.7 28.7
A.C.T. 61 - 16 26.2 6.7
AUST. 9483 217 1254 13.2 7.9

* 3 of the Federal prisoners in South Australia were transferred from
the Northern Territory.

COMMENTS

1. During the month of September 1984 there was a slight decrease in
the total number of prisoners in Australia, but compared with one year
earlier the decrease was over 500. It is notable, however, that both in
the short and long term the numbers have increased in Queensland, Tasmania
and the Northern Territory.

2. To mark the publication of this the one hundredth edition of
Australian Prison Trends, the Institute will shortly publish a volume which
contains the full series. This will include an introduction which reviews
the development of this series since May 1976. Coples of this volume will
be forwarded to the contributing agencies.

3. As. this is an historic occasion it is clearly appropriate for me to
offer my warm thanks to all of the staff of the corrections departments
throughout Australia who have co-operated so willingly and enthusiastically
with the -production of Australian Prison Trends for more than eight years.

.

Compiled by David Biles
Deputy Director
Assisted by Marjorie Johnson

29 October 1984





