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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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TRUCK ACCIDENTS

The issue of truck accidents on California highways is a significant concern to the California
Highway Patrol (CHP), the Legislature, governmental and traffic safety agencies, and the motoring
public. Truck accidents in California have increased 43 percent over the five year period 1982
through 1986. Truck-at-fault (TAF) accidents during this period increased from 45.6 percent of all
truck accidents occurring statewide to nearly 51 percent. In 1986, there were 38,163 truck accidents,
of which 19,443 were TAF, i.e., the truck driver or equipment caused the accident. Fatal and injury
accidents involving trucks have increased 40.2 and 36.2 percent respectively for the period 1982
through 1986. Approximately nine out of ten TAF accidents during this period were caused by driver
error, The three leading accident-cansing driver errors were unsafe speed, turning, and lane changes.

For many years truck drivers have been held in high esteem as professionals; however, public regard
for the trucking industry has slipped as congested highways and smaller profit margins have
combined to set the stage forunsafe driving practices. Despiteenhanced CHP enforcement strategies
and education efforts, truck accidents continue to grow at an alarming rate.

LEGISLATION

The CHP implemented the Specially Marked Patrol Vehicle (SMPV) Pilot Program on January 12,
1687 and it ran through December 31, 1987, This program was instituted in compliance with Senate
Bill 1873, which was sponsored by the California Trucking Association. Senate Bill 1873 required
the CHP to institute a pilot program asing patrol vehicles, not readily identifiable as CHP
enforcement vehicles, to primarily enforce heavy truck rules of the road. In enacting this law, the
Legislature acknowledged that a continued disregard for the safe operation of heavy commercial
vehicles by some drivers existed. The Legislature recognized that the CHP had limited ability to
combat the unsafe operation of commercial vehicles by drivers who employved various methods of
communication to evade apprehension.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVE

The objective of the pilot program was to increase compliance with rules of the road relating to heavy
truck operations. The perceived risk of apprehension was expected to contribute to the enhanced
compliance. The goal of the program was to realize a reduction in the number of TAF accidents,




PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

Management of the overall program and involved Field resources was accomplished through the
established organizational role of CHP staff and Field commands. An operational plan and study
design determined the objectives, scope, and methodology of the study. Field Commanders
maintained functonal control of participating Field personnel and involved resources. Field
commands were responsible for implementing the prograrm within the approved guidelines and study
parameters. Specialized administrative positions were established te ensure the proper direction of
the program and the effective use of CHP personnel and resources.

TEST SITES

Five test sites (e.g., segments of highway upon which SMPVs were deployed) were selected by the
CHP Executive Management. These test sites involved ten CHP Area commands within four CHP
Field Divisions. Several criteria were considered in the selection of test sites, the most important of
which was TAF accident volume. The following test sites afforded the opportunity to study the use
of SMPVs inrural and metropolitan environments, free-flowing raffic and dense commauter traffic,
and level, straight highways, as well as graded curving highways.

» TEST SITE #1 34.5 mile segment of Interstate (I) 880 in the
QOakland and Hayward CHP Areas.

« TEST SITE #2 61.8 mile segment of State Route (SR) 99 in the
Modesto and Merced CHP Areas,

+ TEST SITE #3 154.1 mile segment of SR 99 and I-5 in the
Bakersfield, Fort Tejon, Newhall, and Verdugo Hills CHFP Areas.

» TEST SITE #4 15.7 mile segment of I-5 in the Santa Ana CHP Area.

« TEST STTE #5 5.6 mile segment of I-710 in the Westminster CHP Area.




PERSONNEL/TRAINING

The pilot program was conducted without adding personnel positions to the CHP. Officers
participating in the program were required to complete eight hours of classroom specialized
commercial enforcement training and six hours of practical field training before operating SMPVs.
Inidally, 139 persans were frained. Forty-nine additional persons were trained during the program,

SPECIALLY MARKED PATROL VEHICLES

The pilot program used 15 SMPVs which were converted CHP Mustang, LTD, Diplomat, and
Celebrity model patrol cars. The SMP Vs were modified so that they would not bereadily identifiable
as CHP enforcement vehicles, but would not jeopardize officer and public safety. All SMPVs met
~ the identification and color requirements specified by California law for law enforcement vehicles
engaged in traffic law enforcement. Modification consisted generally of non-CHP colors and low-
profile vehicle equipment, i.e., emergency lights, antennas, efc.

SMPV DEPLOYMENT AND OPERATIONS

Involved CHP Area commands attempted to deploy their SMPV(s) on test sites at the minimum rate
of ten work shifts (80 hours) per week. There were, however, occasions when the minimum
deployment rate could not be met due to a number of factors, i.e., SMPV mechanical failores or
downtime for routine maintenance, and limited available personnel (Senate Bill 1873 did not provide
funding for program personnel).

The SMPVs were normally operated on alltestsiteson AWatch (5:45a.m. to2:15p.m.)and B Watch
(1:45p.m. 1o 10:15 p.m.), Monday through Friday. A total of 688,902 miles were traveled by the fleet
of SMPVs.

ENFORCEMENT AND PATROL GUIDELINES

Senate Bill 1873 specified that the primary purpose of SMPV officers was to enforce highway safety
laws pertaining to heavy trucks. The legislation specified the target vehicles, which were generally
heavy three-axle trucks, truck combinations, and trucks transporting hazardous materials.

Target violations were those identified as being primary collision factors in TAF accidents. They
were divided into two general categories: (1) moving violations, and (2) driver’s hours of service
violatons,
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Officers observing flagrant or unsafe passenger vehicle violations were permitted to take appropriate
enforcement action,

Area Commanders deployed SMPVs, when possible, to provide maximum truck enforcement.
However, in Areas not having adequate persennel to free SMPV officers from routine beat
accountability, SMPV officers had to function with partial or full beat accountability.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The CHP conduocted an ongoing public affairs program to gain public support for the program,
provide information, and increase compliance with highway safety laws. Media adtention was
iniense during the first four months but tapered off toward the latter part of the program.

Participating CHP Area commands presented orientation briefings to involved courts and district
attorneys’ offices prior to the beginning of the program. It was believed that a firm understanding
of the program, by judges and disirict attorneys, was essential to the success of the program.

SUITABILITY OF SMPVs

Officers operating SMPVs were able to perform their duties without diminishing safety to them-
selves or the public. The low-profile equipment and less conspicaous markings and color schemes
of the SMPVs did not have a negative effect on paftrol car driving character. In other words, SMPVs
proved o be just as suitable as black and white patrol cars for the varicus driving functions required
of officers. Analysis of 79 survey questionnaires completed by SMPV officers, andreview of reports
by Area Commanders, indicated that SMPV's were as effective as black and white patrol cars in the
following functions:

» Freeway patrol services (e.g., accident investigations, motorist services);
» Traffic control at emergency incidents;

»  Code 3 (emergency) and Code 2 (urgent) vehicle operations; and

» Effecting enforcement stops on both trucks and passenger vehicles.

Officer comments and Area Commander reports indicated that SMPVs may have been more
effective than black and white patrol cars in detecting truck and passenger vehicle violations,

x1i



FRUCK ACCIDENTS

Total, fatal, and injury TAF accidents on test sites dropped overall from 1986 to 1987, The reduc-
tions were at significantly higher rates than those experienced on non test site freeways.

Total TAF accidents on test sites dropped 3.5 percent overall, compar - toa 5.8 percent increase in

total TAF accidents on freeways withio the vicinities of test sites, §° * injury (iocluding fatal}
TAF accidents on test sites dropped 11.2 percent overall, while in’ - lentsdecreased only
0.4 percent on freeways within the vicinities of test sites. Tec uts on test sites
decreased from twelve in 1986 to eightin 1987, Conservar 1 savings for

the reduced fatal TAF accidents at nearly 35 million,
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LE DES

Overall, public acceptance of the use of SMPVs was refreshingly high for the duration of the
prograrn. All Area Commanders felt that the public was overwhelmingly in support of the program.
Their perceptions were based on interaction with the general public, judges, attorneys, community
leaders, local government representatives, and members of the media. Officers’ responses onsurvey
questionnaires indicated that, based on enforcement contacts, SMPV officers perceived that the
public was in favor of SMPV enforcement against trucks.

CONCIUSIONS

FINDINGS

i.

b

Reduction in TAF accident rates was achieved on SMPYV test sites. The success experienced
on test sites was significant when compared to the rate of decline on other groups of highways.

Officers operating SMPVs generated more track citations per officer patrol hour and focused
a much higher percentage of total enforcement activity toward truck drivers than did officers
operating black and white patrol cars.

3.  Specially Marked Patrol Vehicles proved to be just as suitable as black and white patrol cars
for the variety of functions required of CHP officers.

4,  Public and judicial aceeptance of the pilot program was perceived by the CHP to be positive.
Judicial concern for or against the use of SMPVs was nonexistent.

RECOMMENDATION

The CHP should retain the option to use SMPVs on any highway segment within the State that meets
specified criteria relating to truck accidents or noncompliance with highway safety laws.

X1y
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INTRODUCTION

Heavy trucks are an integral component of California’s highway transportation environment, and are
essential to the State’s economy. More trucks than ever are operating in California to accommodate
the State’s expanding population and increased demand for consumer products, Today, there are
more trucks registered in California than in any other state, The trucking industry transports 59
percent of all agricultural products and 98 percent of all manufactured goods which are produced or
marketed in California. The service provided by this industry enhances the life of each rnember of
the public. However, heavy trucks also present significant and unique traffic safety problems when
they are involved in accidents.

RUCK ACCIDENTS

The issue of tuck accidents on California highways is a significant concern 1o the California
Highway Patrol (CHP), the Legislature, governmental and wraffic safety agencies, and the motoring
public. When heavy trucks are invelved in accidents with other vehicles, the potental for fatalities
and serious injuries is increased dramatically. Also, extensive traffic congestion and costly traffic
delays are often caused by truck accidents.

The CHP maintains a vested interest in ruck accidents because of the ever-increasing number of such
accidents on California highways. Statewide, the number of tuck accidents has grown at a
disproportionately higher rate than total motor vehicle accidents.

FIGURE 1. Accidents involving heavy trucks have an increased potential for serious and fatal injuries and oflen cause
extensive maffic conpestion.




Truck accidents in California have increased 43 percent
over a five year period, from 26,651 in 1982 to 38,163 in
1986. While this increase is significant, it is necessary to
place truck accidents into perspective with total motor
vehicle accidents. From 1982 through 1986, truck acci-
dents have represented between 3.9 and 6.9 percent of the
total motor vehicle accidents in California. Approxi-
mately 50 percent of the tuck accidents investigated
statewide during this period were determined, by invest-
gating officers, to be rruck-at-fault (TAF) i.e., the wuck
driver or eguipment caused the accident. Notably, there
hasbeen anupward trend in TAF accidents. In 1982, TAF
accidents represented 45.6 percentage of all ouck acci-
dents occurring statewide. However, by 1986 the percent
of TAF accidents had increased to nearly 51 percent.
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More alarming than the growing number of truck accidents is the number of persons killed or injured
as the result of such accidents. During the five year period 1982 through 1986, over 2,900 persons
were killed and over 71,000 injured as the result of these accidents. On the average in 1986, one
person was killed every 12 hours and 55 minutes, and one injured every 33 minutes, in a truck

accident on California highways.

Fatal and injury accidents involving trucks have increased 40.2 and 36.2 percent respectively in
California for the five year period 1982 through 1986, The number of persons killed in truck
accidents increased 34.8 percent, from 503 persons in 1982 10 678 people in 1986. Persons injured
in truck accidents during this period increased 37.5 percent, from 11,711 in 1982 10 16,097 in 1986.
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CHP statistics for the five
year period 1982 through
1986 show that approxi-
mately nine outof ten TAF
accidents were caused by
drivererror. The three most
prevalent causes of driver-
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CHP ENFORCEMENT

The CHP maintains an ongoing enforcement effort focused on the safe and lawful operation of large
trucks on California highways. The CHP continues w give high priority to enforcing truck rules of
the road, in addition to maintaining a commercial vehicle inspection program. Inspection and
enforcement activities are designed tocurtail the number of accidents resulting fromdriver errors and
equipment deficiencies.

For the five year period 1982 through 1986, 13.2 percent of all citations issued statewide by the CHP
were issued to tck drivers and owners. Approximately twelve and one half {12.6) percent of these
1.9 million tuck citations were issued forunsafe speed, turning, orlane changes. Citations forunsafe
truck speed have increased 17 percentover a five year period, from41,7151n 198210 48,753 in 1986.
While this represents a significant increase and reflects the efforts that the CHP is making toward
truck enforcement, only 12 percent of all citations issued to truck drivers in 1986 were for speed. In
comparison, 42 percent of all citations issued to passenger vehicle drivers in 1986 were for speed.

The CHP continues to explore new alternatives to address the truck accident problem. Strategies
have included innovative and aggressive enforcement, truck inspection programs, and public
education efforts, all of which are designed to reduce the number of truck accidents. The CHP has
deployed surprise strike force teams at locations with heavy truck traffic to identify mechanically
unsafe trucks and drivers suffering from fatigue. Innovative programs such as Operation Skywatch,
which teamed CHP ground and air units, have been used in the enforcement efforts against speeding
trucks. A Commercial Corridor concept has been used throughout the State on highways with high
truck accident rates, 'This strategy of combining education and enforcement efforts is directed
towards drivers of automobiles, as well as truck drivers. These approaches, coupled with renewed
commitment from the trucking industry and other agencies, play an important role in ongoing CHP
efforts to reduce truck accidents.




UNSAFE TRUCK QPERATIQONS

Despite enhanced enforcement strategies and education efforts, mucking accidents continue to grow
at an alarming rate. Motorists continue to write to legislarors and the CHP about the menacing driving
practices of a small percentage of truck drivers. They complain about truck drivers who tailgate,
execute unsafe lane changes, and force cars off the highway. There continues to exist a total
disregard for the safe and legal operation of large mucks by some drivers. Their unsafe and unlawful
driving practices reflect negatively on the entire trucking induostry. Some truck drivers utilize the
various tools and techniques at their disposal to evade detection. From their vantage point, they can
easily identify marked patrol vehicles through their large side mirrors. Further, through the use of
citizen band (CB) radios they are able to comrnunicate with each other and share inforration on the
location of patrol vehicles.

For many years, truck drivers have been held in high esteem as professionals; courteous, friendly,
ready and willing to assist stranded motorists. However, public regard for the trucking industry has
slipped as congested highways, tighter schedules, and smaller profit margins have combined to set
the stage for unsafe driving practices. Such driving practices contribute to the loss of positive regard
for truck drivers. ’ ‘

LEGISLATION

The growth in truck accidents and the public’s increased sensitivity to unsafe driving practices has
caused a greatdeal of concern within the trucking industry. In addition to the human suffering caused
by truck accidents, truck insurance premiums have increased, costly time delays have become more
frequent, and public regard for the industry has dirninished. Inresponse tothe problem, the California
Trucking Association sponsored legislation to assist the CHP in combating the growing problem of
truck accidents cansed by unsafe driving.

On September 26, 1986 the Governor approved Senate Bill 1873, which required the CHP to
implement a pilot program in 1987 using Specially Marked Patrol Vehicles (SMPVs) to primarily
enforce truck rules of the road. In enacting this law, the Legislature found that, except for air patrol
operations, the CHP had limited ability to detect unsafe truck drivers who employ various methods
of communications to evade apprehension. Senate Bill 1873 directed the CHP to institute a pilot
program using vehicles, not readily identifiable as standard CHP patrol vehicles, for the primary
purpose of enforcing highway safety laws pertinent to trucks. Such patrol vehicles were required Lo
display the CHP insignia and to meet the identification requirements specified by State regulations.
Additionally, officers operating the SMPVs were required to be in full uniform.




The legislation limited the pilot program to four of the eight CHP Field Divisons and not more than
15 patrol vehicles. Senate Bill 1873 set a program termination date of December 31, 1987, and
required that the CHP submit a report on the pilot program to the Legislature.,

PILOT PROGRAM MISSION

The purpose of the pilot program was to increase traffic safety. The thrust of CHP efforts was to
increase compliance with rules of the road relating to trucks. It was expected that the perceived risk
of apprehension would increase through the use of SMPVs, thereby enhancing compliance. The goal
of the program was to realize a reduction in TAF accidents through increased compliance.







PROGRAM OPERATIONS







INTRODUCTION

The majoringredients which were necessary toimplement and maintain the field operation phase of
the Specially Marked Patrol Vehicle (SMPV) Pilot Program are presented in this section. The
logistical elements and operational guidelines which determined the scope and nature of field
operations will be presented along with pertinent background inforrmation.

The preparation phase for the pilot program was relatively short.  In late September 1986, the
Governor signed legislation directing the CHP to institute a pilot program. Between early October
1986 and January 12, 1987 test sites were selected, SMPVs were prepared and distributed, initial
personnel were selected and trained, deployment guidelines and gf:ﬁf:ra} operating policies were
established, and public affairs activities were initiated.

Field operations began on January 12, 1987 and terminated at midnight on December 31, 1987.
During this time, 15 SMPVs were deployed on five test sites encompassing ten CHP Area
commands.

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

Executive Management of the CHP had ultimate responsibility for the administration of the pilot
program, Management of the overall program and involved field resources was accomplished
through the established organizational roles of CHP staff and Field commands.

The CHP Headquarters staff developed the Pilot Program Operational Plan and Study Design which
was approved by CHP Executive Management. The objectives, scope, and methodology of the study
were determined by the study design. Headquarters staff was responsible for the development and
continuous assessment of operational guidelines, policies, and procedures, as well as data analysis.

Field Commanders maintained functional control of participating Field personnel and involved
resources. Field commands were responsible for implementing the program within the approved
guidelines and study parameters.

Administrative positions were established to ensure the proper direction of the program and the
effective use of CHP personnel and resources. Designated positions included the following:

«  PROGRAM DIRECTOR - The Chief of the Planning and Analysis Division was designated as
the Program Director. The prime responsibilities were: (1}overseeing all aspects of the program;
and (2) informing Executive Management of the program status.
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PROGRAMMANAGER - The Commander of Operational Planning Section was designated the
Program Manager. Responsibilities included: (1} monitoring program progress; (2) providing
review and approval of study documents; (3) serving as liaison between Field commands and the
Program Director; {(4) advising the Program Director of problems affecting the program and
making recommendations for resclution; and (5) overseeing data collection, analysis, and report
preparation.

PUBLIC INFORMATION COORDINATOR - The Commander of the Office of Public Affairs
was designaied as the Public Information Coordinator. Responsibilities included: (1) imple-
menting statewide public affairs activities pertaining to the program; (2) ensuring that Division
public affairs activities were coordinated with the statewide public affairs activities; and (3)
momnitoring public interest and media coverage.

PROGRAM COORDINATOR/ANALYST - The Lieutenant in Operational Planning Section
was designated as the Program Coordinator and Supervising Analyst. Responsibilities included:
(1) overseeing data collection, analysis, and report preparation; (2) developing, in conjunction
with the Program Officer, the study methodology; and (3) ensuring that Field and Staff concerns
were addressed in a timely manner.

PROGRAM OFFICER/ANALYST - The Sergeant in Operational Planning Section was desig-
nated as the Program Officer and Analyst. Responsibilities included: (1) providing coordinating
assistance to commands participating in the progran; (2} collecting and analyzing program data;
{3) preparing program documents and the final report; and {4} identifying problems affecting the
program and making recommendations for resclution to the Program Coordinator,

INFORMATION SERVICES COORDINATOR - The supervisor of the Management Informa-
tion Section, Information Services Unit, wasdesignated as the Information Services Coordinator.
Responsibilities included: (1} acting as Laison between data users and automated information
systems; (2) programming or writing specifications to extract data from the CHP Management
Information System and the Statewide Integrated Traffic Reporting System; and (3} determining
the validity of data before it was released to data users.

FIELID DIVISION COORDINATOR - Each participating Field Division appointed a program
coordinator who wasresponsible for overall supervision of the program within the Division, and
for coordination with other participating Division and Headquarters staff. Responsibilites
included: (1) ensuring that SMPV's were deployed pursnant to established deployment criteria;
{2) ensuring the diely completion of programdocuments, (i.e., questionnaires and evaluations)},
and routing to the Program Manager; (3} ensuring the prompt reporting of significant operational
problems to the Program Officer; and (4) ensuring the documentation of significanteventsrelated
to the program.

12



+  AREA COMMAND PERSONNEL. - The success of the program depended, to a great extent,
upon acceptance by involved personnel of program objectives, goals, and guidelines, Area
Commanders and their supervisory teams were responsible for: (1) monitoring of program
activities within their Areas and promoting eathusiasm for the program; (2) ensuring that
participating personnel adhered to the established enforcement/patrol guidelines; (3) carefully
reviewing the activity summaries and citations generated by participating officers to make
certain that officer activity was in compliance with program policies; (4) ensuring that SMPVs
were deploved in accordance with established deployment criteria; and (5) ensuring that officer
activity and enforcement data was entered in a timely manner into the Management Information
System.

DEFINITION

Test sites were segments of highway upon which SMPVs were deployed during the operational
phase. Each site was defined as a specified number of miles on a highway route consideredtobe a
major trucking corridor. The nature of the roadway was another common characteristic shared by
all test sites; all were divided, mult-lane highways with full or partial control of access. They all
had posted maximum speed limits of 55 MPH.

PRIMARY SELECTION CRITERIA AND METHODOLOGY

Several criteria were considered in the selection of test sites, the most important of which was TAF
accident volume. A listof highway segments with high TAF accident rates was used in selecting test
sites. The list was established by CHP staff, using dam previously developed by an advisory task
force convened in 1986 by the Comunissioner of the CHP, The task force accornplished the following
tasks:

» Identified highways that serve as major transportation routes;

» Divided those highways into the segments patrolled by each CHP Area command having patrol
jurisdiction and determined the number of miles for each segment;

o Determined the number of 1985 TAF accidents for each of the segments;
« Established a TAF accident density factor for each segment in order to provide a common point

of reference. This density factor is defined as the number of 1985 TAF accidents per highway
mile by hiphway route and highway segment;
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«  Established a statewide TAF accident density factor to provide a figure with which to compare
segment density factors. Using the total number of 1985 TAF accidents cccurring within CHP
jurisdiction (10,683) and the total miles of CHP patrol jurisdiction (95,528), a statewide density
factor of 0.11 was determined. This density factor represents a 1985 statewide average of 0.11
TAF accidents for each mile of CHP patrol jurisdiction;

+ Determined the percentage difference between the statewide density factor and the density factor
foreach highway, on a segment-by-segment basis. For example, I-880 within the Oakland CHP
Area command consists of 12.3 highway miles, accounted for 164 TAF accidents in 1985, and
had a density factor (TAF accidents per mile) of 13.3, which is about 12,000 percent above the
statewide density factor of 0.11.

Highway segments which had adensity factor 2,000 percent above the statewide density factor were
identified as having a high TAF accident rate. Through trial application, it was determined that this
criterion provided a reasonable balance between highway target miles and the number of TAF
accidents on those highways.

SECONDARY SELECTION CRITERIA

In addition to a high volume of TAF accidents, the following criteria were considered in selecting
test sites:

» The potential for the pilot program to impact TAF accident rates;
» The opportunity to study the use of SMPVs in vanious waffic conditions;

» A high degree of noncompliance with Vehicle Code laws pertaining to truck speed, turning,
lane changes, following too closely, starting, and backing;

+ Public opinion supporting the use of SMPVs,

SELECTED TEST SITES

After receiving input from CHP Field and Headquarters Divisions, CHP Executive Management
selected five test sites within ten CHP Areacommands. These sites afforded the opportunity to study
the use of SMPVs in different environments: (1) rurai and metropolitan regions; (2) light, free-
flowing waffic and dense commuter traffic; and (3) level, straight hxghways, as well as graded
curving highways.

TEST SITE #1 was 5 34.5 mile segment of I-880 within the Golden Gate Division of the CHP. This
Division encompasses the San Francisco Bay Area - the largest metropolitan and industrial region
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in Northern California. This stretch of 1-880 is a
high volume trucking corridor traversing the
Oakland and Hayward CHP Areas in the East Bay
Region. The freeway is a primary link between
San Jose and Oakland and passes through the
cities of Oakland, San Leandro, Hayward, Union
City, and Fremont.

Interstate 880 provides access to the commercial
and industrial hub of the region. It is a critical
artery serving the seaports of Oakland, Alameda
and Richmond, two major rail facilities, numerous
trucking terminals, and the Oakland International
Airport. Two of the region’s largest oil refineries
- are located just north of Test Site #1 and several
more are located in an adjacent county.

The segment of I-880 forming Test Site #1 is afull
north/south freeway crossing heavily populated
and indusirial intense regions. It traverses the
relatively flat surface along the eastern margins of
the San Francisco Bay. Nosignificant gradesexist FIGURE 5, Test Site #1,
on Test Site #1. Interstate 880 consists of two to

fourlanesingach direction with numerous on-and

off-ramps. There are segments of super-clevation

and stretches without shoulders.

SAN HOSE

Interstate 880 carries an extremely high volume of daily repeat truck traffic, as well as heavy
commute traffic Monday through Friday. Stop and go traffic is the norm during regular commute
hours. In 1985 this segment of I-880 experienced 323 TAF accidents, for an average of 9.4 TAF
accidents per test site mile.

TEST SITE #2 was a 61.8 mile segment of State Route (SR) 99 within the Central Division of the
CHP. This stretch of SR 99 traverses the Modesto and Merced CHP Areas and is located in the
Northern San Joaguin Valley which is known as a great agricultural region. It is a major linking
corridor between the Los Angeles metropolitan region and those of Northern California. Test Site
#2 passes through the cities of Modesto and Merced and the rural communities of Ceres, Turlock,
Livingston, and Atwater,

The segment of SR 99 forming Test Site #2 is a north/south highway which is mostly full freeway
with two or three lanes in each direction, Itis constructed on the level valley floor and is relatively
straight, Broad, flat agricultural lands border both sides of SR 99.
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State Route 99 carries a high volume of weekly
and daily repeat truck wraffic. Trafficis generally
free flowing. In 1985 this segment of SR 99
experienced 142 TAF accidents, for an average of
2.3 TAF accidents per test site mile.

TEST SITE #3 was the Iongest of the five test
sites - 154.1 miles in length. Itconsisted of 2 57.6
mile segment of SR 99 and a 6.5 mile segment of

I-5. Test Site #3 was located in the Central and.

Southern Divisions of the CHP and traversed the
Bakersfield, Fort Tejon, Newhall, and Verdugo
Hills CHP Areas.

The stretch of SR 99 included in Test Site #3 is a
full northy/south freeway forming a major trucking
route between the metropolitan regions of South-
ern and Northern California. This freeway tray-
erses the rural region of the Southern San Joaquin
Valley and consists of two to three lanes in each

Tacturems
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FIGURE 7. Test Rite #3.
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FIGURE 4. Test Site #2.

direction. It passes through the communities
of Delano and McFarland and the city of
Bakersfield. The freeway is located on the
level valley floor and is relatively straight.
Broad, flat agriculiural lands and expansive
oil and natural gas production sites border SR
99.

State Route 99 carries a high volume of ruck
wraffic. Trafficis generally free-flowing. In
1985, this segment of SR 99 experienced 98
TAF accidents, for an average of 1.7 TAF
accidents per test site mile.

The stretch of I-5 included in Test Site #3isa
full north/south freeway forming the primary
corridor which links Southern California to
the San Joaquin Valley and Northern Califor-
nia. Interstate 51is the main connecting artery
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between the Mexican Border and Oregon. Interstate 5 consists of two to four lanes in each direction
in rural regions, and up to six lanes in each direction at metropolitan freeway interchanges.

Interstate 3 in San Joaquin Valley traverses relatively flat, broad lands used for agricultural business
and oil and natural gas production. However, in northern Los Angeles County, I-5 is chamacterized
byrolling hills, sweeping curves, and steep grades which require truck lane control. The “Grapevine”
is a six-mile segment which ascends from the valley floor to 4,144 feet at Tejon Pass. This four to
six percent grade is well known for major truck accidents. In some locations, the northbound and
southbound lanes are on different elevations and separated up to half a mile.

Traffic on I-5 in northern Los Angeles County is generally free-flowing. In the vicinities of Glendale
and Los Angeles, traffic is generally heavy with congestion occurring during commute hours.
Interstate 5 carries a high volume of long-haul and repeat tuck traffic. In 1985 this segment of I-
S experienced 260 TAF accidents. On the average, 1.4 to 2.5 TAF accidents occirred every test site
mile in rural areas and 6.8 TAF accidents occurred every test site mile in metropolitan areas.

TEST SITE #4 was a 15.7 mile segment of 1-5
within the Border Division of the CHP. This
stretch of I-5 traverses the Santa Ana CHP Area
and passes through the cities of Anaheim, Orange,
Santa Ana, Tustin, and Irvine. It is a major
transportation artery for trucks traversing Orange
County, and connects the southernmost part of
California with Los Angeles and Northern Cali-
fornia.

The segment of I-5 forming Test Site #4 15 a full
north/south freeway consisting of three lanes in
each direction. The entire freeway segment is
situated in a densely populated, suburban region
of Los Angeles. Surrounding landscape is flatand
fully developed. Numerous on- and off-ramps are
present. Traffic is generally very heavy and is
subject to stop and go congestion during commute
hours.

In 1985, Test Site #4 experienced 97 TAF acci-
dents, for an average of 6.2 TAF accidents per test
site mile.

FIGURE 8. Test Site #4,
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TEST SITE #5 was the shortest of the five
test sites - 5.6 miles in length. This segment
of 1-710 1s within the Border Division of the
CHF and traverses the Westminster CHP
Area. It is completely within the city limits
of Long Beach. This freeway is a major
artery which provides access to the harbors
of Long Beach and Los Angeles. The Portof
Long Beach is the busiest port on the West
Coast.

This segment of 1-710 is a full north/south
freeway consisting of three or four lanes in
each direction. Numerous on- and off-ramps
are present. The sorrounding landscape is
relatively flat and open, and industrial in
nature. Traffic is generally heavy.

Interstate 710 carries the highest volume of
truck traffic of any highway in the State, It
carried approximately 23,000 trucks per day
in 1985. The majority of the truck wafficis
making local deliveries of containers to or
from the Port of Long Beach. In 1985 this
segment of 1-710 experienced 100 TAF
accidents, for an average of 17.9 TAF acci-
dents per test site mile.
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. FIGURE 9. Test Siwe #5.

PERSONNEL

The pilot prograrn was conducted without adding personnel positions to the CHP. The four
participating CHP Field Divisions selected officers from existing rosters to participate in the
program, A willingness to participate was a prerequisite for all officer selections. Prior commercial
enforcement experience was not essential for selection, although it was considered a beneficial

element,

Officers chosen to participate in the program could not be involved in any other special assignments
during their participation in the program. The length of officer assignments varied at the discretion
of participating CHP Division and Area Commanders. Most personnel changes were made in

accordance with established shift schedules.
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Each participating CHP Area initially assigned a minimum of five officers to the program for each
SMPV deployed within its command. Over the duration of the program, additional officers were
selected to rotate into the program to ensure that adequate staffing levels were maintained.

MMERCTAL VEHICLE TRA

Eight hours of specialized commercial enforcement classroom training and six houwrs of practical
field training were presented to involved officers, sergeants, and managers prior to implementation
of the pilot program. Every officer initdally assigned, or assigned thereafier, to the program was
required to complete this training prior to operating a SMPVY.

The training was provided by the CHP Operational Planning Section and Commercial and Technical
Services Section. Initially, 139 persons were trained. An additional 49 persons were trained during
the program.

The ¢lassroom curriculum consisted of the following classes:

* Program Orientation and Philosophy, 1/2 Hour.

Overview of the pilot program including legislative intent, program goal and scope, and
enforcement and patrol guidelines.

= Driver’s License/Registration Requirements, 2-1/2 Howurs.
Presentation of driver qualifications and commercial vehicle registration laws. An analysis
of current regulations governing the classes of operator licenses, required endorsements,
and basic registration requirements for California-based and foreign-registered commercial
vehicles.

=  Diiver’s Hours of Service, 2-1/2 Hours.

Instruction on dnver’s hours-of-service limitations under state and federal reguiations,
including log book requirements.

»  Problem Recognition and Officer Safety, 2 Hours.
Identification of audible air losses from truck brake systerns, unsafe loads on vehicles, any
other obvious hazardous condition observed during a walk-around inspection, proper en-

forcement tactics, and operadons around large trucks.

= Reporting, 1/2 Hour.
Presentation of special reporting procedures.




The practical field training cccurred at CHP highway platform scale and inspection facilities.
Officers conducted enforcement contacts with truck drivers traveling through these facilides,
Personne] applied the concepts learned during the classroom training and, when appropriate, took
enforcement action, i.e., issued citations, placed vehicles out-of-service, ete. Enforcement actions
were made in accordance with existing CHP enforcement policies.

ALL KE Hi

STANDARD CHP PATROL CAR MARKINGS

Since its formation in 1929, the CHP has utilized distinctly marked patrol vehicles. Currently, the
CHP maintains a fleet of over 2,000 distinctly marked paro! cars. These cars display the uniform
color configuration and markings of the CHP and are easily identifiable statewide as enforcement
vehicles. They meet the color specifications established in the Califernia Code of Regulations (CCR)
for traffic law enforcement vehicles.

Section 1140 in Title 13 of the CCR applies to the color of motor vehicles used by officers on duty
for the main purpose of enforcing vehicle code laws pertaining to accidents and rules of the road. This
Section requires that such cars and mucks have one of the exterior finishes described below;

« Entirely white; or
+ White, except that an area not less than and including the front door panels shall be black; or
» Black, except that an area not less than and incleding the front door panels shall be white; or

= Any other color that contrasts sharply with white, providing an area not less than and including
the front door panels is white and the indicia or names of governmental entities operating the
vehicles are displayed on the front door panels.

CHP patrol cars are painted with a black and white color scheme; the front doors and roof are white,
while the body is black. Gold colored, 3 1/2 inch high reflectorized “Highway Patrol” decals are
present on the rear. Also, a 15 inch wide star, with the words “Highway Patrol” arched above it, is
mounted on each front door.

The maximom contrast of the CHP's present black and white scheme provides very high visibility,
consistent with the Department’s policy of high-profile, in-view patrol.” Generally, it is the
Department’s belief that rapid recognition of enforcement units is important both to deter potential
traffic violators and to identify officers when motorists are being stopped for a violation or require
assistance.




The visibility of CHP vehicles can also be a disadvantage during enforcement operations. During
daylight hours, drivers are easily able to identify the presence of a CIHP vehicle, and may temporarily
alter their driving behavior accordingly. In additdon, CHP officers generally determine the speed of
violators on maximuni limir highways through line-of-sight “pacing,” i.e., matching the speed of the
violator’s vehicle. The length of this pace may be up to several miles inrural areas. During the pace,
violators have an additonal opportunity to observe the distinctive CHP vehicle behind them.
Habitual and/or extreme violators are especially vigilant, and closely monitor their rear-view
Mirrors.

STANDARD CHP PATROL CAR EQUIPMENT

In addition o the distinctive color configuration and markings, CHP patrol cars can be easily
recognized by the law enforcement equipment mounted upon them. Such eguipment includes the
following:

» Emergency Lighting - patrol cars not equipped with overhead emergency lights {light bars) are
equipped with two front 5 3/4 inch diameter emergency lamps: one red spotlamp mounted on
the left windshield post and one white mounted on the right post. Three rear-facing waming
lamps are mounted on the rear seat shelf.

» Heavy Duty Pushbumpers - all patrol cars, except Mustangs, are equipped with pushbumpers

which are 21 inches high and extend ten inches forward of the front bumper.

= Whip Antennas - each patrol car is equipped with at least one 68 inch high metal antenna which
is mounted on a left rear quarier panel. A 19 inch high antenna is also mounted on the roof of
each pairol car.

» Shotguns - shotguns are secured to dashboards in a vertical position with barrels extending almost
to the Toof,

DEVELOPMENT OF SMPVs

The pilot program used 15 SMPVs which were not readily identifiable as CHP patrol units. Two
additional SMPVs were held in reserve: one in Sacramento, and the other in Torrance.
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FIGURE 10. Traditionally marked and equipped CHP Mustang patro} car,




FIGURE 11. Specially marked CHP Mustang pagol car.
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The original 17 SMPVs were converted CHP Mustang, L.TD, Diplomat, and Celebrity model patrol
cars. These cars were transferred into the pilot program from CHP Field commands throughout the
State. On the average, each car had logped 44,000 patrol miles when brought to the CHP Motor
Transport Section for conversion. Conversion of the 17 cars was accomplished in the three-week
period of late Deceraber 1987 and early January 1988. The focus of the medification process was
on the development of patrol cars that were not readily identifiable as CHP enforcement vehicles,
but which did not jeopardize officer or public safety.

SMPVY MARKINGS

All SMPVs met the color requirements specified in the CCR. Although the SMPVs were not painted
in the standard CHP configuration, they were “fully-marked patrol cars”, not “unmarked" or
“undercover” cars. Exteriors were painted entirely white or conservative colors which contrasted
with white front door panels. The full size CHP star, with the words "Highway Patrol” arched above,
were displayed on front doors.

SMPV EQUIPMENT
The SMPVs were equipped as follows:

» Emergency Lighting - No overhead emergency lights were mounted on SMPVs. Vehicles were
equipped with (1) flashing “wigwag” headlamp systems; (2) one 4 1/2 inch diameter adjustable
red spotlamp mounted at the left windshield post; (3) one 4 1/2 inch diameter adjustable white
spotlamp mounted at the right windshield post; (4) three rear-facing, low profile (2 1/2 inches
high, 7 1/2 inches wide) “Bac-Off” flashing lamps mounted on the rear seat shelf - one red, one
amber, one blue;

» Sirens - Electronic siren and public address speakers were mounted behind the grills;

» Puoshbumpers - SMPVs were not equipped with pushbumpers, except the two cars assigned to
the Oakland CHP Area on Test Site #1 had low-profile pushbumpers (Buddy Bumpers).

+ Antennas - A standard passenger car antenna was mounted on the right front fender to replace
the standard whip antenna. The 19 inch high antenna was moved from the roof to the midline
of the trunk lid. These changes eliminated the nighttime silhouvette which is characteristic of the
standard antennas.

+ Scanners - Programimable 30 channel scanners, capable of monitoring CB radio frequencies as
well as law enforcement frequencies, replaced the standard CHP scanners.
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« Shotguns - Horizontal and diagonal mounting positions were used to secure shotguns in the
SMPVs. Placement of the guns in these positions eliminated the prominent nighttime vertical
sithouette which is characteristic of standard CHP patrol cars,

FIGURE 12. Diagonsl mounting position of & shotgur.

SMPV DISTRIBUTION

The SMPVs were assigned to CHP Area commandsin which test sites were located. Table 1 provides
initial Field distribution and vehicle information.

Commands to which SMPVs were assigned were responsible for the maintenance and repair of the
SMPVs. When an SMPV was placed out of service due to mechanical problems, it was repaired on
a priority bases. In those cases in which a SMPV could not be placed back in service in a dmely
manner, a reserve SMPV from the CHP Motor Transport Section was placed into service.
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LOCATION VEHICLE DESCRIPTION
TEST SITE CHP AREA YEAR MAIKE MO, LR
i OAKLAND 8 4 FORD LD FAWN METALLIC
't CIAKEANL 85 CHEVROLET CELEBRITY WHITE
k HAYWARD 85 CHEVRCLET CELEBRITY SLVA BLUE METALLIC
! HAYWARD 88 EORD MUSTANG WHITE
2 NEIDESTO 858 CHEVROLET CELEBRITY DRIFTSAND BEIGE
2 MERCED a5 FORL MUSTANG SILVER METALLIC
3 BAKERESFIELD 84 FORD LTD CREAM BEGE
3 BAKERSFIELD 85 CHEVPQLETY CELEBRITY WHITE
3 - FORT TEJON 85 FORD MUSTANG WHITE
& NEWHALL B4 FORD LTD LIGHT BUCKEBKIN
a MERWALL B85 CXO0GE DHIPLOMAT WIND BLUE
a VERDUGO HILLS 85 CHEVROLET CELEBRITY FAWN BROWN
4 SANTA ANA 88 CHEVROLET CELEBRITY CHESTNUT METALLIC
) WESTMINSTER a5 FORD MUSTANG WHITE
5 WESTMINSTER as FCAD MUSTANG WHITE
RESERVE SMPV B8& LXOGE DIPLOMAT WHITE
RESERVE SMPV 86 PODGE DIFLOMAT WHITE

TABLE 1, SMPV distribution and deseriptions.

Five SMPV's which reached the CHP’s *run-out” mileage of 85,000 miles were replaced with white
SMPVs converted from the CHP enforcement vehicle fleet.

Operational guidelines permitted SMPVs to be transferred between CHP Area commands partici-
pating in the pilot program. However, only one vehicle trade occurred during the program. Four
months into the pilot program, the Santa Ana CHP Area (Test Site #4) exchanged a chestnot metallic
Chevrolet Celebrity with the Westminster CHP Area (Test Site #5) for a white Ford Mustang,

Y N

Guidelines for the deployment of SMPVs were established prior to the commencement of Field
operations. These guidelines provided that each SMPV should be operated on 2 test site at the
minimumrate of ten work shifts (B0 hours) per week. Each participating Areacommand was to make
reasonable efforts to maintain this rate on a monthly basis. Such a minimum deployment standard
would ensure that a consistently high level of SMPV exposure occurred at all test sites.

The minimum deployment standard represented a challenging goal for participating Areas. There
were, however, times when the participating Areas were unable to meet that standard due to anumber
of factors, i.e., SMPV mechanical failures or downtime for routine maintenance. Although SMPVs
were repaired on a priority basis, Area cornmmands were not always able to operate them at ten shifts
per week,
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Deployment problems were further encountered due to limited available personnel (officers
off on sick leave, vacation, or regularly scheduled days off). Senate Bill 1873 did not provide for
additional personnel, especially for the pilot program, and officers had to be reassigned 1o the
program from other beats, However, an adequate level of coverage for CHP beats was necessary in
order to provide an acceptable level of public service. In those instances when the level of personnel
was insufficient to provide minimum beat coverage and also staff SMPVs operations, Area
Comrmanders could not deploy the SMPVs.

Invelved Area Commanders determined the hours of SMPV deployment based on the truck-related
problems associated with their respective test sites. All the conunanders elected to deploy SMPVs
in accordance with traditional work schedules. Participating Area commands primarily deployed
SMPVson AWaich (5:45a.m.to2:15p.m.)and B Watch (1:45p.m. to 10:15 p.m.}, Monday through
Friday. Limited deployment occurred on C Watch ($:45 p.am. to 6:15 a.m.) and on weekends because
of the sharp decrease in truck traffic volume during those imes. However, SMPVs were occasionally
deployed on C Watch or the weekend to meet the minimnm deployment standard.

Area Commanders deployed SMPVs, when possible, to provide maximum truck enforcement,
whenever adequate personnel were available. However, in CHP Areas not having adequate
personnel to free SMPV officers from routine beat accountability, SMPV officers had to function
withpartial or full beat accountability, i.e., respond to and/or investigate accidents, aid motorists with
disabled vehicles, investigate ¢rimes, store unattended vehicles, etc.

All CHP policies pertaining to the operation of standard CHP patrol cars applied to the operation of
SMPVs. However, it was felt that public nonrecognition of SMPVs could cause confusion to
motorists during emergency operations (lights and siren) and that SMPV's may not be provided the
right of way customarily afforded a black and white patrol car. Therefore, a revision was made to
the pursuit policy in order to ensure safety. The revision provided that when a SMPV was involved
in a pursuit, a black and white patrol car, if available, should take over as the primary unit.

A total of 688,902 miles were traveled by the fleet of SMPVs. No safety problems pertaining to the
operation of SMPVs were encountered during the pilot program. Motorists yielded for SMPVsas
readily as for black and white patrol cars not equipped with light bars, The SMPVs experienced
emergency operation on both freeways and surface streets without incident.

Two minor accidents involving SMPVs occurred on Test Site #1 in the Oakland CHP Area.
However, neither accident was atiributed to the absence of tradidonal CHP vehicle markings or

equipment. Ironically, in the first accident, the SMPV was struck by a truck tractor/semitrailer
combination making an unsafe lane change on a freeway. In the second accident, the SMPV was

slowing for an accident blocking the freeway ahead when an inattentive motorist rear-ended the
SMPV.
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Motortrucks ol threas or Any motortruck, or any combination of a motoriruck
more axiss whigh dreg and any other vehicle, with an unladsn weight of more
more than 8,000 pounds than 8,000 pounds, tranaparting hazsardous malterials

unigden weight

TRUCK TRAC“{ORE{ Any vehicle combination that exceeds 40
feet in length and consiate ol a
(1) motortruck snd any
{2} reaitor
{3} meml traller
{4) pole, pipe, or logging dolly
{5} nuxillary daity
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FIGURE 13, Tarpel vehicles,
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NE MENT

TARGET VEHICLES

Senate Bill 1873 required that the primary purpose of officers operating SMPVs was to enforce
highway safety laws pertaining to specified vehicles. These target vehicles are depicted in Figure
13 and consisted of the following:

»  Any motortruck of three or more axles which is more than 6,000 pounds unladen weight.

= Any truck tractor,

» Any combination of vehicles that exceeds 40 feet in length, consisting of a motortruck and any
trailer, semitrailer, pole or pipe dolly, auxiliary dolly, or logging dolly.

»  Any truck, or any combination of a truck and any other vehicle, ransporting hazardous materials
with an unladen weight of more than 6,000 pounds.

TARGET VIOLATIONS

Officers operating SMPV s were required to focus theirenforcement efforts on truck rules of the road
violations which had high potential for causing accidents. For purposes of the pilot program,
violations of the following California Vehicle Code (VC) and Code of Regulations (CCR) Sections
were considered target violations:

s 21658(a) vC Unsafe Lane Change

« 21703 vC Following Too Closely

+ 22106 vC Unsafe Starting/Backing

e 22107 vC Unsafe Tuming

22350 vC Unsafe Speed

» 22406 VC Maximum Speed For Designated Vehicles

«  34506(a) vC 1212a  CCR Driving Over Hours For Interstate Operators
»  34506(a) vC 121363 CCR  Driving Over Hours For Intrastate Operators
«  34506.3 vC 12132 CCR Driver Log Book Not In Possession

s 345063 vC 1213c  CCR  Driver Log Book Not Current




In addition to target violations, the pilot program enforcernent guidelines provided that officers
should take appropriate enforcement action for unsafe mechanical, loading, and size or weight
violations. Officers had the
discretion to conduct cursory
safety inspections of target
vehicles for obvious unsafe
conditions. However, such
inspections were required to be
conducted commensurate with
an officer’scommercial exper-
tise and to not needlessly delay
target vehicles. Officers could
also take appropriate enforce-
ment acHon against target ve-
hicle violators for other ob-
served viclatons, such as
driver’s license and registra-
tion violations.

FIGURE 14, A SMPV on 2n enforcament stop for a loading violation.

NONTARGET VEHICLE VIOLATIONS

Officers operating SMPVs wererequired to focus their enforcement activities toward target vehicles
to the greatest extent possible. However, in the event an officer observed a flagrant or unsafe
violation associated with a nontarget vehicle, e.g., passenger vehicle, the officer was permitted to
take appropriate enforcement action.

PATROL RESPONSIBILITIES

The pilot program patrol guidelines provided the following:
“Officers should be mindful that the SMPVs do bear the official insignia of the Department and
that motorists expeet the Department to provide roadside service to the public. Therefore,
officers shall assist motorists with disabled vehicles, respond to traffic accidents as necessary,

and provide other necessary assistance to the public.”

Area Commanders determined the degree of beat accountability of SMPV officers.
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Public acceptance of the SMPVs was an important aspect to be considered in determining the success
of the pilot program. Therefore, public affairs activities were initiated from the onsei of the program
and throughout its duration, It was felt that the most direct approach to gaining public acceptance
was meaningful publicity which stressed the need for, and the effectiveness of, SMPVs.

The public affairs activities were designed to: (1) provide the public, governmental agencies, and
traffic safety entities with information about the pilot program in order to gain public acceptance of
the use of SMPVs; and (2} increase compliance with highway safety laws on the part of truck dnivers.
The following elements formed the foundation of public affairs activities:

« News conferences.
« Mediaride-alongs in the SMPVs.
» Inidal and periodic news releases.

+ Distributon of public affairs packages to legislators, local civie leaders, and local judicial
officials.

» Effective laison between CHP Commanders and local judicial districts and district attomeys'
offices.

» Submission of articles about the pilot program to publishers of trucking magazines.
= Distribution of radio spots about the pilot program to local radio stations.

Public affairs activities were directed toward informing the public that SMPVs were another
enforcement tool with which the CHP could enhance public safety. Additionally, the public was
made aware that the SMPVs were not “onmarked” or *“undercover” vehicles and that officers would
stop to provide roadside assistance.

Participating CHP Area commands presented orientation briefings to involved courts and district
attorneys’ offices prior to the beginning of the pilot program. Program administrators believed that
a firm understanding by judges and prosecuting attorneys of the specific provisions of Senate Bill
1873, the legislative intent, the purpose of the pilot program, and CHP policy and procedure was
essential to the success of the program,

Senate Bill 1873 did not provide funding for a statewide public information campaign, however,
CHP Division and Area Public Affairs Officers did generate considerable media and public interest
in the program. Annex C provides a chronological listing of selected news articles. In addition to
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newspaper articles, television and radio stations provided the public with information about the
program. It was not possible to document the frequency of such information dissemination.

Media participation commenced on January 7, 1987 when a news conference introducing the pilot
program was held at the State Capitol. The State Senator who authored Senate Bill 1873, the
Commissioner of the CHP, and a representative from the California Trucking Association, (the
sponsor of the legislation), were present.

Parallel events occurred on all the test sites and were well attended by the news media. For example,
on Test Site #3 the news conference held in Los Angeles was covered by eight television stations,
and five newspaper organizations.

Media attention statewide was intense during the first four months of the pilot program. During this
period, the program was one of the top five issues which generated media inquiries to the CHP on
a daily or weekly basis. Thereafter, media inquiries made to the CHP tapered off so thar by the fifth
and sixth month of program operations, interest was generally localized with statewide interest
rekindled only inresponse to CHP news releases or other significant events. Nevertheless, the pilot
program was a high-profile CHP media issue for 1987.

Media attention assisted CHF efforts by creating an awareness of the truck accident problem and of
the goal of the program. The combination of enforcement, media attention, and motorist observation
of SMPVs developed motorist awareness and contributed to a decrease in truck accident rates.
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SUITABILITY OF SPECIALLY
MARKED PATROL VEHICLES







INTRODUCTION

A significant aspect in the sady of SMPVs is the identification and evaluation of problems resulting
from the use of such vehicles, It was realized from the onset of the program that the use of
enforcement vehicles, not readily identifiable as CHP vehicles, could increase the risk of accidents
to officers and motorists during emergency vehicle operations (Code 3). Furthermore, the potential
existed that nonrecognition of patrol cars could cause confusion to the motoring public during
enforcement stops, at accident scenes, or while officers perform other traffic management duties.
The overall safety and effectiveness of SMPVs was an important consideration during the program.

OUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY

QUESTIONNAIRE DISTRIBUTION

A survey of officers was one method used to gather subjective information regarding safety aspects
associated with the operation of SMPVs. Identical questionnaires (see Annex B) were distributed
in April and September of 1987 to the ten CHP Area commands participating in the program. The
questionnaires were completed by officers who were currently assigned to the program and who had
driven SMFPVs. Officers completed 100 April questionnaires and 101 September questionnaires.

SELECTION OF QUESTIONNAIRES TO BE ANALYZED

Seventy-three officers completed both the April and September questionnaires. The opinions of
these officers would have been given more weight than the opinions of those officers who only
completed onequestionnaire, if all questionnaires were analyzed. Therefore, to avoid a data analysis
problem, April questionnaires completed by the 73 officers were removed from the analysis, leaving
a total of 128 questionnaires.

Seven of the 128 questionnaires indicated that the respondents, prior to participation in the program,
had only operated one type of black and white patrol car during his or her CHP career: either slick
top cars (without roof lights) or cars withroof lights, These seven questionnaires were removed from
the analysis because the officers’ experience in patrol car operation differed substantially from that
of the majority of respondents who had operated both patrol car types. It was felt that the seven
officers may have bad an inherent bias for or against SMPVs in relation to their limited experience
with only one type of patrol car.

Forty-two of the remzining 121 questionnaires indicated that the respondents had driven SMPVs 20
shifts or less. These 42 questionnaires were removed from the analysis because it was felt that an
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officer who had driven a2 SMPV only a few times may have expressed opinions based on a very
limited number of experiences.

A total of 79 questionnaires were analyzed. All the respondents had experience with both slick top
patrol cars and patrol cars with roof lights. All respondents had driven SMPVs for at least 21 ghifts.
Thirty-two (40.5%) of the questionnaires were completed by officers who had driven SMPVs for 21
to 40 shifts. Only 13 respondents (16.5%) had driven a SMPV between 41 to 60 shifts. Thirty-four
respondents (43.0%) had driven a SMPV 61 or more shifts.

LIKERT SCALE

Officers expressed their opinions about SMPV operational characteristics by responding to 16
statements in which SMPVs were compared to black and white patrol cars. A 1- to 5- point Likert
scale was used to agree or disagree with the statements. Ratings of “1” and “2" were defined
respectively as "strongly disagree” and "disagree” while ratings of “37, *4", and “5” were defined
respectively as "neutral”, "agree”, and "strongly agree”.

Before proceeding into this analysis, a shortcoming of the Likert scale approach should be
acknowledged, because it influences the inherent value of the statistics being presented. A tendency
to gravitate toward the middle rating has been documented by many studies employing this
technique. Thattendency is evident in this study. With few exceptions, the most frequentrating was
“3" and the mean rating fell between “2” and ¥4.”

Even though the tendency to gravitate to the middle value diminishes the value of the Likert scale
as a discriminating tool, the relative mean score for each of the questionnaire statements can be
compared to one another. Mean scores toward either extreme of the Likert scale indicate that the
respondents had strong opinions while those toward the middle often indicate the lack of a strong
impressions.

ANALYSIS CATEGORIES

One aspect of this study was to determine if SMPVs were suitable for CHP patrol and enforcement
operations. Questionnaire statements related to this concern can be assigned to one of three groups
for analysis: those addressing effectiveness, driving concerns, or SMPV shotgun mounting
positions. Statements pertaining to public attitude constitate a fourth group which W]ll be discussed
in a following section, "Public Attitudes.”
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SMPV EFFECTIVENESS

Table 2 presents the mean ratings for the statements addressing the overall effectiveness of SMPVs
when compared to the effectiveness of black and white patrol cars.

RATING STRONGLY STRONGLY
SCALE DISAGHEE DISAGREE NEUTRAL AGREE AGREE
1 2 3 4 5
MEAN

OVERALL, SiPVs ARE AS EFFECTIVE AS BLACK AND WHITE PATROL CARS: RATING
« WHEN EFFECTING S8TOPS ON LARGE TRUCKS, 3.8
+ WHEN EFFECTING STOPS ON PASSENGER VEHICLES. 353
+ WHEN PROVIDING CONTROL AT EMERGENCY INCIIENTS {I.E., ACCIDENTS, LANE CLOSURES, ETC.). 3.18
« IN FREEWAY FATHOL. 3.48

TABLE 2. Mean ratings {or SMPV effectiveness.

Table 2 displaysratings in the low tohigh 3range, between “neutral” and “agree.” Itdoes not appear
that the numerical difference between the ratings is significant. The ratings suggest that, generally,
respondents did not have strong positive or negative impressions about SMPV effectiveness in
conirast to the effectiveness of black and white patrol cars. Nevertheless, SMPV effectiveness in
making enforcement stops on large trucks received the highest mean rating for the issues addressed
in Table 2.

DRIVING CONCERNS

Eight statements fromthe questionnaire are included in Table 3. The statements arerelated to driving
concerns associated with SMPVs. One statement pertains to SMPV movement through moderate
freeway traffic while five pertain to Code 3 operation. Two statements address public nonrecognition
of SMPVs,

Table 3, as with Table 2, displays mean ratings in the low to high 3 range, between “neytral” and
“agree.” This suggests that, overall, officers did not have strong positive or negative impressions
about SMPV operation in freeway traffic or in Code 3 situations.

The statements pertaining to SMPVs being tailgated and not being readily identified received the
second and third highestrating, respectively, of all questionnaire statements. The ratings of 4.23 and
4.061indicate thatrespondents mildly agreed thatmotorists tailgate SMPV s more often than black and
white patrol cars and that motorists do not readily identify SMPVs as patrol vehicles,

37



RATING STRONGLY STRONGLY
SCALE DISAGREE  DISAGHEE NEUTRAL AGREE AGREE

1 2 3 4 5

MEAN

OVERALL, SMPVs ARE AS EFFECTIVE AS BLACK AND WHITE PATROL CARS

WHEN RAPIDLY MOVING THROUGH MODERATE FREEWAY TRAFFIC DURING

DAYLIGHT WITHOUT USING EMERGENCY LIGHTING OR SIREN {LE., PACING

A SPEEDER, CODE 2 RESPONSE, ETC). 3,14

OVERALL, THE EXTENT OF QFFICER SAFETY AFFORDED BY A SMPY IN
CODE 3 OPERATION 1S LESS THAN THAT PROVIDED BY A BLACK AND WHITE
FATROL CAR. 3.28

IN THE FOLLOWING CIRCUMSTANCES, MOTORISTS YIELD TO A SMPV IN
CODE 3 OPERATION AS HEADILY AS A BLACK AND WHITE PATROL CAR IN
CODE 3 OPERATION:

» FREEWAY, DAYLIGHT. 3,18
= FREEWAY, DARKHESS, 3.88
» SURFACE STREET, DAYLIGHT. 3.08
» SURFACE STHEET, DARKNESS. 3.78
MOTORISTS TAILGATE SMPVs MCRE THAN BLACK AND WHITE PATRCL

CARS ARE TAILGATED. 4.23
MOTORISTS DO NOT READLLY IDENTIFY 8MPVs AS PATRCL VEHICLES. 4.06

TABLE 3. Mean ratings for driving concerns associated with SMPV operations.

SHOTGUN MOUNTING POSTTIONS

Table 4 pertaing to officers’ preference on shotgun mounting positions. Respondents rated the
horizontal and diagonal mounting positions used in SMPVs in comparison to the vertical mounting
position used in black and white patrol cars, Generally, respondents did not have strong positive or
negative impressions. However, the mean rating of 2.77 associated with the diagonal mounting
position was the lowest mean rating for any questionnaire statement. This suggests that of all
questionnaire statements, respondents felt the strongest disagreement with the statement about the
diagonal mounting position,
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RATING STRONGLY STRONGLY
SCALE DISAGREE  DISAGREE NEUTRHAL AGREE AGREE
1 2 3 4 5
MEAN
BATING
COMPARED TO THE VERTICAL SHOTGUN MOUNTING POSITION USED
IN BLACK AND WHITE PATROL CARS, 1 PREFER THE FOLLOWING
SHOTGUN MOUNTING POSITIONS:
»  HORIZONTAL MOUNT BETWEEN FRONT BUCKET SEATS. 347
DIAGONAL MCUNT, MUZZLE DOWN AND STOCK UP. 2.77

TABLE 4. Mean ratings {or officer preference on sholgun mounting positions.

FFICER CON 8

Throughout this section, guantitative data from the questionnaires have been analyzed. In addition
to the numerical ratings, officers were given an opportunity to offer subjective comments. Giventhe
limitations of the quantitative information, these brief assessments may provide insight into various

aspects of SMPV operations.

The comments incluoded here are a genersl representation of those made on the questionnaires. There
were complaints about limited SMPV enforcementagainst passenger vehicle drivers, however, those
comments are not included here because they fall outside the scope of the questionnaire survey.
Actual comments which follow address issues related to SMPV suitability.

EFFECTIVENESS

Several respondents commented on the effectiveness of SMPVs in terms of enforcement and patrol.

Five cornments are included here.

SMPVs are more effective than black and white patrol cars.

Good program. I have found it effective for truck speed enforcement.

I feel SMPVs are more effective than black and white patrol cars in effecting stops on
trucks and passenger vehicles. They could prove beneficial if used in routine patrol

in conjunction with a public awareness program.
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The public is getring used to the whire cars [SMPVs], as much as the black and white
cars. Different colored cars would help confuse them. These cars would be excellent
Jor regular patrol use.

CBradios have effectively negated the advantages of SMPVs. Truckers are very alert
to SMPVs. They know what the main objective of the SMPV program is and
immediately warn all truckers about a SMPV' s location. Itisraretobe on a freeway
mare than two or three minutes without being “burned.” Solution: completely
unmarked vehicles for commercial enforcement or drop the program.

DRIVING CONCERNS

Several respondents made comments pertaining to the driving of SMPVs in traffic. The three
comments provided below allude to the inconspicuous characteristic of the SMPVs. The first two
comments indicate that public nonrecognition of the SMPVs assisted in the movement of SMPVs
through traffic. The third comment addresses the concern that SMPVs may not be afforded the
right-of-way which is customarily provided to a black and white patrol car.

The SMPV is much more effective [than black and white pairol cars] when rapidly
moving through traffic without using emergency lights.

The SMPV is very easy to move through traffic without emergency equipment, due 1o
motorists not suddenly slowing in front of you when they recognize a traditional
parol car,

1 found I had 1o drive much more defensively at night when operating a SMPV.

SHOTGUN MOUNTING

A few respondents commented on the shotgun mounting positions used in the SMPVs,

comments are provided below.

I prefer the horizontal shotgun mounting position berween the bucket seats because
of safety for the passenger if involved in a collision.

This[horizontal shotgun mounting position berween bucket seats] allows the shotgun
to be unlocked prior to making a known felony car stop. If you choose not 1o use the
shotgun, it can be secured by flipping the lock closed as you exit the car.

Their
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As an officer safery item, I believe that the horizontal and diagonal shotgun mounting
should be changed. In a tense moment, 1 believe valuable time would be wasted in
removing the shotgun from its present rack position(s).

I won't use the diagonal mount shotgun.

Y S HP AREA AND

Commanders of the ten CHP Areas in which the SMPVs were deployed prepared overall evaluations
of program operations twice during the Field operation phase of the program. The evaluations were
prepared in June, and again in December 1987, The evaluations addressed SMPV operations and
safety, as well as other issues. The following discussion addresses issues related to the suitability
of SMPVs and is a consolidation of the comments submitted by Area Commanders.

The CHP did not experience any safety problems relating to the nontraditional character of SMPVs.
During the beginning phase of the program, it was anticipated that patrol vehicle collisions might
increase due to public nonrecognition of the SMPVs as enforcement vehicles. Officers’ driving
attitudes and safety awareness were stressed during the required program training. No CHP-at-faolt
collisions occurred with the SMPVs. However, as previously discussed, two minor accidents
involving SMPVs occurred but were not attributed to the absence of traditional CHP vehicle
markings or equipment.

When the SMPVs were first deployed, some officers noticed a slower response by motorists to
emergency lights. However, after the second month of Field operations, the slower response had
disappeared. The SMPVs were used effectively on felony enforcement stops and were operated
Code 3 (lights and siren activated) on freeways and surface streets without incident.

The two SMPVs assigned to the Oakland CHP Area on Test Site #1 were equipped with low-profile
chrome pushbumpers mounted directly to the front bumpers. Officer safety and motorists services
were enhanced by the addition of these bumpers to allow the safe removal of disabled vehicles from
traffic lanes.

The Program Officer monitored all aspects of the program, including the suitability of SMPVs for
truck enforcement and general CHP Field functions, Suitability of SMPVs was viewed in terms of
safety and effectiveness, when compared t black and white patrol cars. Interim reports describing
program development and operations were prepared throughout the Field phase of the program.
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The following discussion represents a consolidaton of these reports.

No problems of officer or public safety arose out of the Field deployment of SMPVs, No CHP
comnands expressed concems related to safety when queried by the Program Officer. It was felt at
the commencement of Field operations that public nonrecognition of SMPVs as enforcement cars
might increase CHP-involved accidents or cause confusion to motorists, however no such problems
arpse.

Nonrecognition of SMPVs appeared to enhance violation detection . This is supported by numerous
incidents which were related to the Program Officer by Area commands. The following real life
situations are representative of the many violations observed by officers who were assigned to the

program:

« A SMPV, positioned immediately behind a "big rig”, paced the truck for two miles at 80 MPH
before a CB radio report advised the violator of the officer’s presence.

+« A'bigng" passcéa&‘k{?\f at 70 MPH on a freeway without slowing after completing the passing
movement.

» A'bigrig”®, well in excess of the maximum speed limit, passed a SMPV on the freeway. When
stopped, the violator said he had thought the SMPV was “with an air pollution control
department” rather than a CHP patrol car.

The inability to readily identify SMPVs as CHP patrol cars caused some truck drivers to erroneously
identify nonlaw enforcernent vehicles as SMPVs. It was notuncommon for CB radio reports to wam
ruck drivers of taxi cabs, private security vehicles, and expensive passenger cars, ¢.g., Cadillac,
Mercedes Benz, etc. Such CB reports caused truck drivers in the vicinity to maintain lawful speeds
and to suspect that a patrol car was nearby.

Truck drivers often recognized SMPV's as soon as the cars entered the freeways. Within minutes,
highway corridors were ficoded with CB radio transmissions tracking the movement of the SMPVs.
It was observed by many officers that truck drivers in the vicinity rarely committed violations after
a “smokey” report was broadcast, While CB radio broadcasts announcing SMPV description and
movement undoubtedly caused officer frusiration, such broadcasts served as a deterrent to unsafe
driving practices.




SUMMARY

Officers operating SMPVs were able to perform their duties without diminishing safety to them-
selves or the public. The low-profile equipment and less conspicuous markings and color schemes
of the SMPVs did not have a negative effect on patrol car driving character. In other words, SMPVs
proved to be just as suitable as black and white patrol cars for the varied driving functions required
of officers. Analysis of the survey questionnaires and review of reports by Area Commanders and
the Program Officer indicates that SMPVs are as effective as black and white patrol cars in the
following functions:

+ Freeway patrol.

» Traffic control at emergency incidents.

»  Code 3 {(emergency) and Code 2 {urgent) vehicle operation,

+ Effecting enforcement stops on both trucks and passenger vehicles.

Likert scale ratings suggest that officers did not have strong positive or negative impressions about
SMPV effectiveness and driving character compared to black and white patrol cars. Officer

comnents and Area Commander and Program Officer reports indicate that SMPVs may be more
effective than black and white patrol cars in detecting truck and passenger vehicle violations.







TRUCK ACCIDENTS







‘TR TION

The primary objective of the SMPV Pilot Program was to make California highways safer for travel
by limiting the number and severity of truck accidents, The programinvolved aggressive and focused
enforcement against truck drivers to enhance compliance with Vehicle Code laws, While enforce-
ment activity was important to the success of the program, truck-accident profiles ultimately
determine goal attainment. Foremost to this evaluation, is whether or not SMPV enforcement
activity translated into a reduced rate of TAF aceidents. This section will examine the TAF accident
data pertaining to test sites.

Accident data were collected from traffic accident reports completed by CHP officers. Officers
cormpleted reports following uniform guidelines to ensure that accident information was identical in
definition and type of data, Afier officers submitted accident reports for review and approval to their
CHP offices, the reports were then forwarded to CHP Headquarters. Data processing clerks at
Headguarters entered pertinent information from these reports into the Statewide Integrated Traffic
Records System (SWITRS). This system provides for the uniform collection, reporting, and retrieval
of traffic collision data, and was used for the following analysis,

JOTAL TAF ACCIDENTS

Table 5 provides total TAF accident data and illustrates the percentage of change between 1987 and

1986 (January 12 through December 31). Total TAF accidents on test sites dropped 3.5 percent

overall in 1987 compared to 1986. This decrease exceeds the 0.6 percent decrease experienced

statewide on interstate freeways for the same period. In contrast, TAF accidents on all non-test site

freeway beats within CHP

TRUCK-AT-FAULT ACCIDENTS | Areas participating in the
BEATS

TEST SIES | NONPHRGM FREEWAY program increased 5.8 per-
% OF % OF When 211 freew
1986 | 1987 | CHANGE| 1986 | 1987 | CHANGg| ©®nb ‘vhen coway
beats within CHP Areas
TEST SITE #1 280 252 -10.0 444 459 34 articinatinginthe program
TEST SITE #2 110 111 0.0 18 19 N id & 4 mp grmﬂ
TEST SITE #3 285 278 5.8 129 124 -39 @&rcconsidersd, the ove
TEST SITE #4 48 60 25.0 205 238 16.1| increase is 1.4 percent.
TEST SITE #5 77 g1 8.2 94 102 8.5 Theggforg} the overall de-
TOTAL §i0] 782 EE[E EYE] g orease of 3.5 percent on
test sites is statistically
[INTERSTATES | 3425 3408 -0.8] significant at the 90 per-
cent confidence level (chi-

TABLE 5. 18 i
5. Comparison of 1986 and 1987 1ol TAF accidents, square equals 3.45).
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AL ENT:

Table 6 provides injury {including fatal} TAF accident data and illustrates the percentage of change
between 1987 and 1986 (January 12 through December 31). Injury TAF accidents dropped 11.2

ACCIDENTS percent overall on test sites in 1987 com-
JEST 35753} = NONPRGM FREEWAY %%EE pared to 1986. This decrease exceeds the
1985 | 1987 |cHange| 198 | 1987 | changg| O-2 percent decrease experienced state-
wide on interstate freeways for the same
85 81 5.8 112 138 16.8) vperiod. In contrast, injury TAF accidents
ég g? :g‘g 13 eg _2"2'2 on all non-test site freeway beats within
15 5 .60.0 52 53 19| CHP Areas participating in the program
22 14 -38.4 33 38 -15.21  decreased only 0.4 percent. The overall
25 s 4 g .
555 5 =TS TR 5o T3 decrease in injury TAF acmdents‘ on frf?e
way beats within CHP Areas participating
[Hos7[ 991] -6.2] in the program was 5.8 percent. Therefore,
TABLE 6. Comparison of 1986 and 1987 injury (including fawal) 1€ 11.2 percentdecrease in injury TAF ac-
TAF accidents. cidents on test sites is significant.
SOCIETAL SAVINGS

So far in this section, TAF accidents have been examined in terms of numbers and percentage of
change. However, raw numbers do not translate into either costs or savings to society as the resalt
of such accidents. It is impossible to place a quantifiable value on human life or suffering, however,
associated values can be used to provide a basis for estimating the cost/benefit potential of the pilot
program. Itis not within the scope of this study to perform in-depth societal costs/benefits analyses,
but rather to provide information that best illustrates the basic value of the pilot program,

The CHP Long Range Planning Section researched several state-of-the-art publications on the
subject of measuring societal costs of accidents, and formulated a methodology for applying federal
costing concepts 1o California accident data. In 1987 the Urban Institute, one of the more active
researchers in the field of accident costing, estimated the costs of different accident categories,
including fatality, injury, and property-damage-only costs. Using a methodology developed by Dr.
Ted Miller of the Urban Institute, the following average accident costs per incident were estimated
for each accident category:

» Person killed $1,220,000
» Severeinjury 31,000
+  Other visible injury 8,000
+  Complaint of pain 4,000
* Property-damage-only accident 2,000




The pilot program proved to be a benefit to society even when only the reduction in fatal TAF
accidents is considered. In terms of overall success, TAF fama! accidents accs}qnt&d for a very small
propertion of overall accident reduction. Total TAF fatal accidents occurring on all test sites
decreased from twelve in 1986 to eightin 1987. Societal savings were $4,880,000 (31,220,000 per
person killed x- fewer persons killed), when the accident costing information previously discussed
isapplied, anditisconservatively assamed that only one person was killed in each TAF fatal accident.

The success of the pilot program is highlighted even further when considering the fewer number of
persons injured as the result of 25 fewer TAF injury accidents occurring on test sites. These societal
savings far outweigh the pilot program estimated operationalcost of $1,556,355 ($196,337in SMPV
operating expenses plus $1,360,018 in personnel expenses).

The deployment of SMPVs was successful in reducing total and injury TAF accident rates when the
experience of all test sites is considered. However, the overall experience is not applicable to each
test site individually. For example, Table 5 indicates that on Test Site #4. total TAF accidents
increased 25 percent on freeways patrolled by SMPVs while such accidents increased only 16.1
percent on nonprogram freeway beats within the same CHP Area. This divergence from the overall
experienceraises the question, “why did some test sites have TAF accident rate patterns substantially
different from the general pattern?”

Unfortunately, a definitive comparative analysis of test site accident rates and their canses is not
feasible within the scope of this study. The intrinsic nature and varied environmental elements of
each test site preclude such an analysis. Program operations, for example, differed from test site to
test site. Differences in SMPV and black and white patrol unit deployment among test sites conld
have had an indirect influence on TAF accident rates. Also, the extent and duration of highway
construction zones and lane closures could have affected such accident rates.
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ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY







INTRODUCTION

The focus of the SMPV Pilot Program was to increase voluntary compliance with rules of the road
relating to the operation of trucks. It was anticipated that the use of SMPVs would enhance a truck
drivers perceived risk of apprehension, thereby increasing compliance and reducing TAF accidents.
It was not possible within the scope of this study, however, to directly determine the deterrent value

of the SMPVs.

Unlike deterring the unsafe and unlawful operation of trucks, the apprehension of violators is a
tangible, measurable event. For this reason, enforcement levels are sometimes used as a surrogate
measure of officer effectiveness. In this section, SMPV enforcement activity is analyzed and
comparad with the enforcement activity of black and white patrol units. The disposition of citations
issued by SMPV officers is also examined.
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FIGURE 15, CHP 215,

LLECT FENFORCEMENT DATA

Enforcement data were colected from CHF 215s and
retrieved by the CHP Managemient Information System
(MIS). The CHP 215 is a Notice to Appear (citation)
which is issued by officersto violators. Attheend ofeach
work shift, officers deposit copies of completed CHP
215s attheir CHP offices. Specific information contained
on the CHP 2155 1s entered on an ongoing basis into the
MIS by CHP clerks at each Area office. When the MIS
retrieved the enforcement statistical data used in this
secton, it idenufied the first violation recorded on each
CHP 215 as the major violation for which the CHP 215
was issued.

Information pertinent to this study, which was entered
into the MIS from CHP 2155, included: (1) vehicle type:
(2) the section number and code abbreviation of the laws
violated; (3) the assigned CHP command of the officer;
(4) the beat where the violation occurred; and (5) thedate
of issnance, In the event a CHP 215 was issued by an
officer operating a SMPV, the special project code 747
was also entered on the citation.




CHP officers used two-digit numerical codes to indicate vehicle types on CHP 215s. For purposes
of the pilot program, the vehicle type codes listed in Figure 16 designated target vehicles.

25 Truck Traciors

27 Three or More Axle Trucks

31 Semitrailers

33 Two Trailers (includes semi- and pulltrailet)
el Pale, Pipe, or Logging Dollies

75 Truck Tractors in Combination With a Vehicle Transporting
Hazardous Substance

76 Two Axle Trucks Transporting a Hazardous Substance

77 Three or More Trucks Transporting a Hazardous Substance

FIGURE 16. Numerical codes used 1o identify vehicle types.

Officers involved in the pilot program generated high levels of enforcement activity, A total of
18,503 citations were issued by SMPYV officers, including 87 arrests for drunk driving and 20 arrests
for reckless driving. Consistent with the intent of Senate Bill 1873, the primary target of SMPV
enforcement was against track drivers. Nearly seventy-three percent (13,459) of the 18,503 total
citations issued, were for truck vielations and 27.3 percent (5,044) were issued for flagrantor unsafe
passenger vehicle violations.

In order to understand the significance of SMPV enforcement levels it is necessary to place SMPV
statistics into perspective. Four categories of black and white pairol units will serve as points of
reference for this analysis. The enforcement activity of SMPV units will be compared to the
enforcement activity generated by the following personnel:

« Officers operating black and white patrol cars on test sites.

« Officers operating black and white patrol cars on all freeways, excluding test site
beats, within CHP Areas participating in the program.
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»  Officers operating black and white patro]l cars on interstate highways/freeways statewide,
excluding test site beats,

¢« Mobile Road Enforcement (MRE) officers operating black and white pickups statewide,
excluding test site beats. Mobile Road Enforcement Officers are trained in commercial vehicle
enforcement and have a primary responsibility to enforce truck equipment, size, weight, and
registration laws.

Figures 17 and 18 graphically compare the proportion of citations (broken down by type of violation)
issued to truck drivers by officers operating SMPVsand each of the four categories of black and white
patrol units. The fact that 72.7 percent of all SMPYV citations were issued to truck drivers is, in itself,
impressive. However, it is even more impressive when compared 1o the level of activity directed
against truck drivers by black and white patrol cars operating on the same test site beats, adjacent
freeways, or interstates statewide.

Itisnotablethat 72.4 percentof all SMPYV citations formoving violations were issued to ruck drivers.
This is significant when one considers that black and white patrol units operating on the same test
site beats issued 11.6 percent of citations for moving violations to truckers. Itisequally notable that
71 percentof SMPYV speed citations were issued to truckers, while only 13.2 and 2.2 percentof black
and white patrel unit speed citations were issued to truck drivers on the same test site beats and on
adjacent freeways, respectively.

Officers operating SMPVs issued 48.4 percent of all unsafe lane change citations to truckers. While
this percentage is low compared to citations issued for following too closely, speeding and total
moving and nonmoving citations, it is still substantially higher than such citations issued by black
and patrol anits.

Figures 19 and 20 break down total citations by violaoon types and depict the proportion of all
citations that were issued to truck drivers. For instance, of all citations issved by officers operating
SMPVs, 42 percent were issued for truck speed. Black and white patrol units operating on the same
test site beats issned 5.8 percent of all citations for truck speed, while MRE officers statewide issued
1.5 percent for truck speed. When the overall enforcement activity of SMPVs and black and white
patrol units are compared, it is evident that citations for moving truck violations comprised a
substantially higher percentage of total SMPYV citations than of black and white unit citations.
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PRACKNTAUR OF CITATHIMN INEGEE TO FRUCK DBRIVERE

CITATIONS FOR
NONMOVING VIOLATIONS

CITATIONS ISSUED BY SMPVs
ON TEST SITES

CITATIONS ISSUED BY BLACK AND WHITE
PATROL VEHICLES ON TEST SITES

4 CITATIONS ISSUED BY BLACK AND WHITE
7 PATROL VEHICLES ON ALL FREEWAYS
{EXCLUDING TEST SITES) WITHIN
PARTICIPATING CHP AREAS

CITATIONS ISSUED BY BLACK AND WHITE
PATROL VEHICLES ON INTERSTATE STATE~
¥ WIDE (EXCLUDING TEST SITES) , CITATIONS
GENERATED BY CHP PLATFORAM SCALE,
COMMERCIAL INSPECTION FACILITIES, AND
MOBEE ROAD ENFORCEMENT {COMMERCIAL)
OFFICERS ARE NOT INCLUDED.

PERGENTACE OF CEFATIONS 1JNUSD TO TRUCK GMIVERS

CITATIONS ISSUED BY MOBILE ROAD
ENFORCEMENT QFFICERS STATEWIDE
(EXCLUDING TEST SITES)L

FIGURE 17. Percentage of total enforcement gctivity for which specified truck citations accounted.
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FIGURE 18. Percentage of 1otal enforcement activity for which specified truck citations accounted.
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FIGURE 19, Percentage of citations issued to truck drivers for gach citation clagsification indicated.
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FIGURE 20. Percentage of citations issued to truck drivers for each citation classification indicated.
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CITATIONS PER QFFICER PATROL HOUR

One methed that is often employed to determine enforcement efficiency is the ratio of citations to
officer patrol hours. Table 7 provides a summary of the number of citatdonsissued per officer patrol
hour for SMPVs and three categories of black and white patrol units. A patrol houris defined as the
time an officer spends driving a patrol vehicle within public view. Patrol hours include such
activities as enforcement contacts, motorist services, warrant/registrationflicense checks, and
suspicious circumstances checks.,

CIATIONS 1S3UED EEFQ PATROL HOUR

TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
TOTAL | PASSENGER | TOTAL TRUCK | PASSENGER
PATROL VEHICLE CATEGORY TOTAL TRUCK VEHICLE MOVING | MOVING MOVING
CITES CITES CITES CITES CITES CITES
SMPYV a.70 0.51 8,19 057 g.21 0.16
B SW UNITS ON TEST BEATS . 0.85 0,08 0.77 0.51 0.07 0,54

B & W UMTS ON ALL NONPROGRAM
FREEWAYS WITHIN CHP AREAS 1.08 0.03 1.05 0.83 002 0.81
PARTICIPATING IN PROGRAM

B &W UNITS ON INTERSTATE 0.81 0.04 0.87 0.68 .03 0.6%
FREEWAYS STATEWIDE

TABLE 7. Touwl citations and moving violation citations issued per officer patrol hour by patrol vehicle category

Overall, black and white patrol units produced more total citations per officer patrol hour than
SMPVs, Forexample, black and white patrol units on test site beats produced 0.85 total citations per
officer patrol hour, compared to SMPV enforcement of (.70 total citations per officer patrol hour.
A similar relationship exists when total moving citations are considered: .61 versus 0.57 citations
per officer patrol hour for black and white units on test site beats and SMPV enforcement
respectively, Thus, black and white unit enforcement on the test site beats produced 21.4 and 7
percentmore total citations and total moving citations respectively per officer patrot hour than SMPV
enforcement . Black and white units on interstates statewide and on nonprogram freeways within
participating CHP Areas experienced an even higher ratio of total and speed citations to officer patrol
hours.

A factor which probably influenced the lower number of total citations and total moving citations -
issued by SMPV officers is related to selective enforcement by SMPVs. Itis reasonable that SMPV
total and moving citations issued per patrol hour would be lower than nonselective enforcement,
since SMPYV officers focused enforcement against trucks, which constitute only nine to ten percent
of traffic statewide. Additionally, on most of the test sites the ratio of trucks to passenger vehicles
dropped significantly after dark, even though SMPVs were still operating.

Another factor which may have influenced SMPV total citations and total moving citations issued
perofficer patrol houris related to drivers’ attitudes roward SMPV enforcement. Truck drivers were




generally more cognizant of the SMPV program than passenger vehicle drivers. Truck drivers
generally perceived that wucks were the target vehicles of the program, as evidenced by the words
of one uck driver talking on the CB radio,” The CHP has declared war on us truckers!” Truck
drivers were aware of the vicinities in which SMPVs were deployed, through CB radio and
familiarity with the highways upon which they drive. Therefore, truck drivers who would otherwise
be driving in an anlawful manner, brought their driving into compliance while traversing test sites.

Specially Marked Patrol Vehicle enforcement produced significantly more total truck and truck
moving citations per officer patrol hour than any of the three categories of black and white black
patrol units. For example, SMPVs generated 0.51 total truck citations and 0.41 moving truck
citations per officer patrol hour, while black and white units on test site beats produced (.08 total truck
citations and 0.07 moving truck citations perofficer patrol hour. Thus, SMPV enforcement produced
537 and 485 percent more total truck citations and truck moving citations respectively per officer
patrol hour than black and white unit enforcement on test site beats.

An important element in evaluating the overall effectiveness of any innovative traffic enforcement
tactic is the dispesiton of citations. The issuance of a citation is only one step in a series of events
that ends with the adjudication of a case. The process of officers issuing citations for waffic law
violationsinvolves detection of an offense, identification of the violator, and collection of sufficient
evidence to present a credible case in court. Therefore, a newly implemented enforcement strategy
should be evaluated to determine whether it inherently causes judicial concern. To this end,
information about citation disposition rates is examined.

Each CHP Area command, in conjunction with local courts, developed a system to track disposition
rates of the following citation types:

+  SMPV citations issued to drivers of target trucks for moving viclations.
= Citations issued by black and white patro! units to drivers of target trucks for moving violations.
*  SMPY citations issued to passenger vehicle drivers for moving violations.

= {(itations issued by black and white patrol units to passenger vehicle drivers for moving
violations.

The disposition of the citations issued by black and white patrol units served as a control group with
which SMPV citation dispositions could be compared. Specially Marked Patrol Vehicle citations
were identified by special project code “74” written on the CHP 215. Citations issued to target trucks
by SMPV and black and white units were identified by the vehicle type codes listed in Figure 16.
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The tracking system used to gather citation disposition data varied from test site to test site, usually
depending on the sophistication of a court’s filing system. Some courts had automated files and
information was readily available, while courts not vet computerized had difficulty with data
retrieval. In some cases, court and CHP clerks had to search files by hand to locate the necessary
information.

Survays were conducted twice during the pilot program. The first group of surveys was conducted
during the first half of the pilot program, while the second group covered the second half of the
program. Courts from which data were retrieved were the same for both surveys.

The following courts participated 1n the citation disposition surveys.

» Test Site #1: Qaldand Municipai Court

»  Test Site #2: Merced Municipal Count

»  Test Site #3: West Kern County Municipal Court and
Newhall Municipal Court

+  Test Site #4: North Orange County Municipal Court
+ Test Site #5: Long Beach Municipal Count

A total of 2,741 citations were tracked during the program, These citations had the following
distribution:

+ BB8B SMPV citations issued to drivers of target trucks for moving violations.

» 594 citations issued by black and white patrol units to drivers of target trucks
for moving violatons.

+ 570 SMPYV citations issued to passenger vehicle drivers for moving violation.

+ 689 citations issned by black and white patrol units to drivers of passenger
vehicles for moving violations.

Citation dispositions were divided into the following categories:
« Conviction

+  Not gnilty




» Traffic scheol in lieu of rial
« Failore of violator to appear in court
» Unknown dispositions

Figure 21 graphically depicts the disposition of citations issued to drivers of target trucks and
passenger vehicles, expressed as percentages of total citations tracked. There does not exist any
significant difference in dispositions between citations issued by SMPVs or black and white patrol
units.

The minor differences may be explained by a number of factors, including different judges who
adjudicated the cases, and different policies among the courts. For example, during the first survey
the Oakland Municipal Court authorized traffic school for 36 percent of the passenger vehicle
violators who received SMPYV citations. This figure was similar to the 38 percent of passenger
vehicle violators who had received citations from black and white units. However, in the second
survey, the court authorized taffic school for 72.5 percent of passenger vehicle violators who had
received SMPYV citations. This variation may be due to the wide discretion exercised by different
judges within the same judicial district.
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OFFICER ACTIVITY







TON

This section discusses the nonenforcement activity of officers operating SMPVs. Even though the
primary purpose of SMPV officers was the enforcement of safety laws pertaining to trucks, they often
had full or partial bear responsibilities. These added tasks often diverted SMPV officers from their
primary purpose, but such diversion was necessary to ensure that an adequate level of public service
was maintained. Thissection presents information which indicates the extent to which SMPVs were
used for other than enforcement activities.

Information regarding the time and activities of CHP officers was collected from CHP 415s and
retrieved by the CHP Management Information System (MIS). The CHP 413, Daily Field Record,
is completed by each officer during a work shift. The CHP 415 is the primary source of information
regarding attendance and field activities. Data from the form were entered by each CHP command
into the MIS. The MIS is a computerized system designed to serve as a reliable method of
comumunicating and processing information.

Officers assigned to the program provided a high level of assistance to the public. During the
program, a total of 10,856 motorist services were provided by the 15 SMPV units. These services
included assisting motorists with disabled vehicles, providing information and general assistance,
removing road hazards, and clearing CHP enforcement documents.

WORK AND PATROL HOURS

Officers assigned to the program logged a total of 39, 977 work hours which were divided into
specified activities (see Table 8). Officers spent 26, 561 hours on patrol, i.e., driving a SMPV within
view of the motoring public. Patrol hours included such activities as enforcement contacts, motorist
services, warrant/registration/license checks, and suspicious circumstances checks.

Patrol hours accounted for 66.4 percent of the total hours that SMPYV officers worked. SMPV officers
spent 23 percent more of their work time on patrol than did officers operating black and white patrol
cars in the sarne CHP Area commands. This higher percentage of patrol time is due to the Yimited
purpose of SMPV units,i.e., truck enforcement. Table & provides, by activity category, acomparison
of SMPY and black and white patrol unit work hours.

Examination of the data contained in Table ¥ indicates that SMPV officers generally spent a smaller
proportion of their total work time performing nonpatrol functions than did officers operating black
and white patrol cars, The most notable differences occurred in three activity categories: accident
invesdgation, in-custody arrests, and partner assists. When compared to officers operating black and
white patrol cars within the same CHP Area commands, SMPY officers spent 3.7, 3.9, and 7.0 percent
less of their total work time respectively, investigating accidents, conducting in-custody arrests, and
assisting their partner officers.
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SMPV (All Test Sites) B &W UNITS OPERATING ON B &W UNITS
NON-TEST SITE BEATS STATEWIDE
WITHIN PARTICIPATING CHP
ACTIVITY AREAS
CATEGORIES
% OF TOTAL % OF TOTAL % OF TOTAL
HOUR HOURS HOUR HOURS HOUR HOURS
COUNT WORKED COUNT WORKED COUNT  WORKED

PATROL PFRIMARY BEATS) 26,561 6.4 375,594 43.4 14402 46,7

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION | 2,603 6.5 88,364 102 552,638 5.4

IN-CUSTODY ARRESTS 936 23 55330 6.2 343982 39

YEHICLE STORAGE gz 1.0 11,275 1.3 15716 1.3

COURT 1432 1.6 42621 49 240,816 4.1
ASSIST OTHER CHP UNTTS

OR ALLIED AGENCIES 182 4.6 56,965 6.6 223 463 5.5

PARTNER ASSIST 558 14 71879 B3 466,541 8.0

TRAFFIC CONTROL ] 2.2 22798 2.6 134,108 243

EMERGENCY SERVICES 12 0.0 1,209 o 12379 02

VEHICLE THEFT 63 0.2 2538 0.3 32,148 HE ]

TRAINING 409 1.g 34 168 450 248 4R1 4.2

ADMINISTRATIVE 187 0.5 9,760 1.1 30,846 05

OTHER 624 1.6 20,551 2.4 133,235 23

SPECIAL/OTHER BEATS 3471 B.7 TIH78 8.5 514,384 4.8

TOTAL HOURS WORKED 35,977 100.0 865,131 10040 5 E6E 937 100.0

TABLE 8, Comparison of SMPV and black and white patrol car officer work hours. Work hours are broken down by
activity categories and expressed as a perceniage of total hours worked.

The reduced involvement in accident investigation is because of the SMPYV focus on specified target
violations. When possible, Area Comumanders freed SMPV officers from on-scene and follow-up
accident investigations. The reduced activity with in-custody arrests and partner assists is due to
limited SMPY operation on C Watch (9:45 p.m. to 6:15 a.m.). The majority of CHP drunk driving
arrests are made during this watch and CHP units are not normally staffed with partner of ficers except
on C Watch.
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The overall trends in SMPV nonenforcement activity have been discussed thus far in this section.
One aspect of this analysis, however, is an examination of the differences in SMPYV activity among
the various test sites to determine if SMPV performance is significantly influenced by different
environments,

Specially Marked Patrol Vehicle patrol time, expressed as a percentage of total SMPV work time,
ranged from 57.8 percent for Test Site #5 to a high of 72.9 percent for Test Site #1. Both these test
sites carry high volumes of traffic and are metropolitan in nature. One would expect that SMPV
activity patterns would be similar due to the common characteristics of both test sites. However,
examination of the data contained in Table 9 does not produce distinguishable patterns.

The percentage of total SMPV work time that was expended in accident investigation, for examyple,
was similar for Test Site #1 (4.5 percent) and Test Site #2 (4.4 percent} even thongh these test sites
were respectively metropolitan and rural. Conversely, Test Site #5, which was similar in nature to
Test Site #1, had 12.0 percent. Again, when SMPV activity is compared among the test sites, no
correlation berween SMPYV activity and the environment is evident.

ACTIVITY CATEGORIES PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL HOURS WORKED
SITE #1[SIE #2|SITE #3[SITE #4|SITE #5[ALL SITES |
SMPV
PATROL (PRIMARY CHF BEATS) 72.8]  65.8] 663 65.6] 5/.8 6.4
ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 45 44 5.8 8.4 12.0 65
ALL OTHER ACTIVITIES 226 297  27e| 260 302 27.1
BLACK & WHITE
PATROL (PRIMARY CHP BEATS) 4541 500|434  35.4] 368 43.4
ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 10,3 B8 10.1 13 g.2 10.2
ALL OTHER ACTIVITIES 443! 414| 485! 516| 540 46.4
SMPV COMPARED 1O BLAGK AND WHITE

PATROL (PRIMARY CHP BEATS) 275] 158 258] 30.2] 21.0 23.0
ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 5.8 4.2 4.3 4.8 28 3.7
ALL OTHER ACTIVITIES 21.7] 4170 188 -258] -p4.2 -23.8

TADLE 9. Percentage of total hours worked: SMPYV units compared to black and white patrol unis,

Table 9 provides data pertaining to the activity of black and white pawol cars within the Area
commands participating in the program. The data is Areawide rather than being confined o the test
site beats as with SMPYV data contained in Table 9. Nevertheless, a point of comparison with the
SMPV datais established. It was expected that SMPYV activity patterns would emerge when SMPV
activity foreach site was compared to black and white patrol car activity. However, such is not the
case. The bottom portion of Table 9 indicates the comparisons.
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Lack of direct correlation must be acknowledged when SMPV activity is compared among the test
sites. First, activity patierns may not be evident because SMPV operations differed from test site to
test site depending on a number of factors. The most significant of these factors include: (1} the
degree of SMPV beat accountability necessary to maintain acceptable service levels; (2) problems
with SMPVY deployment due to unavailability of personnel or mechanical disorder; and {3} the
number of black and white patrol units that were deployed when the SMPVs were deployed.

The second data analysis incongruity is the factthata “control group” did not exist with which SMPV
activity could be compared. Asnotedearlier, Senate Bill 1873 did not provide funding for this study.
Therefore, it was not fiscally practical to dedicate 15 black and white patrol units as a control group.
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PUBLIC ATTITUDES







INTRODUCTION

"The primary mission of the CHP is the management and regulation of traffic to achieve safe, lawful,
and efficient use of California highways. The CHP primarily uses preventative enforcement tactics
to minimize the loss of life, personal injury, and property damage resulting from traffic accidents.
Traditionally, the CHP has emphatically adhered to an in-view patrol policy based on the belief that
visible patrol is a deterrent to accident-causing violations,

The motoring public has generally sapported and has become accustomed to high-visibility patrol
and the use of standard black and white patrol vehicles. Visible patrol promotes compliance with
traffic laws by reminding motorists of the CHP’s universal presence on California highways. Most
drivers arereassured by the presence of marked CHP patrol vehicles. They are visibly reminded that
the CHP’s highway coverage and emergency response capabilities are among the best in the nation.
Some drivers, however, consider & CHP unit simply an obtrusive enforcement presence. These
drivers often perceive in-view patrol as the only “fair” enforcement strategy that the CHP shoaid
employ to apprehend violators.

Use of SMPVs was adeviation from the CHP policy of high-visibility patrol. Assuch, publicopinion
is an important aspect in thoroughly evaluating the program. Even though public attitude does not
dictate CHP policy, it does play an important role in public compliance with waffic safety laws and
in CHP goal attainment.

No formal public opinion survey was conducted as part of this study. Consequently, evaluation of
public attitude is based on the perception and experience of the CHP during the program.

JESTIONNAIR v

As discussed in a previous section, officers who had driven SMPVs completed questionnaires
addressing the suitability of SMPVs, Among other issues, officers responded to two statements
relating to public attitude. Seventy-three gquestionnaires were analyzed.

Table 10 on the next page pertains to officers’ perceptions about public acceptance of the program.
Generally, respondents did not have strong positive or negative impressions about how the public felt
toward the use of SMPVs for enforcement against drivers of passenger vehicles. However, the
perception of public attitude toward the use of SMPVs for truck enforcement received a meanrating
of 4.42, berween “agree” and “strongly agree.” This rating was the highest of all responses and
implies the strongest agreement with any of the questionnaire statements.
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RATING STRONGLY STRONGLY

BCALE DISAGREE  DISAGREE NEUTRAL AGREE AGREE
1 2 3 4 5

MEAN
BATING

BASED ON ENFORCEMENT CONTACTS, THE PUBLIC IS RECEPTIVE TOWARDS

THE USE OF SMPVs FOR:

. HEAVY TRUCK RULES OF THE ROAD ENFORCEMENT. £.42

+  PASBENGER VEHICLE RULES OF THE ROAD ENFORCEMENT, ase2

TABLE 10. Mean ratings for officer perception of public attitude.

ER MENT

Officers completing questionnaires were given the opportunity to offer comments about public
attitude. The following five comments exemplify officers’ perceptions about public acceptance of
the program.

The program has been very well received by the public in all my enforcement stops.
They are behind us in this program.

I believe the SMPVs are extremely effective (especially from a psychological
standpoint). I've heard no one make a negative comment.

The public is receptive to SMPV enforcement of heavy truck violations but appear
to be aware of SMPV restrictions and drive accordingly.

In the contacts I have made, even though a citation was issued, the commercial
operators are very receptive to the SMPV program. Many have stated, “it's abour
time" we got a program like this.

Only one negative comment was made by a cirizen about a passenger vehicle
enforcement stop. He quoted a newspaper article incorrectly.
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EGISLATIV ERN

Media coverage was intense during the first four months of operations. The coverage was generally
positive, however, in February and March of 1987 some negative coverage was encountered. This
coverage resulted from some legislators’ concemns about the number of passenger vehicle drvers
who were issued citations by SMPV officers. That coverage resulted in some mail to the media and
editorials supporting the use of SMPVs 1o cite unsafe passenger vehicle operators.

In February 1987, after 30 days of program operations, the CHP released preliminary enforcement
data. This data indicated that 32.2 percent of total citations issned statewide by SMPV officers were
to drivers of passenger vehicles. The number of citations issued to passenger vehicle operators drew
legislative attention, causing the program to come under renewed scrutiny by some members of the
Assembly Transportation Committee. The Committee questioned whether or not the SMPV
program was being focnsed primarily toward truck enforcement as required by Senate Bill 1873,

The Commissioner of the CHP testified before the Committee, explaining the SMPV program
enforcement guidelines pertaining to passenger vehicles. He reaffirmned that SMPV officers wounld
issue citations for flagrant or unsafe passenger vehicle violations. The Commissioner also assured
the Committee that the program was being administered within the mandates of Senate Bill 1873 and
that uck enforcement was the focus of the program.

During this period of legislative concemn, some Legislators’ offices reported receiving phone
complaints about the program, while others reported that constituents were in support of the program.
One office reported that phone calls were running six to one in favor of the program.

IBLY EPTAN

Iudicial response to the program was overwhelmingly positdve. Officers who appeared in court on
SMPV citations did not encounter any opposition by judges during the proceedings. In every court
case that was monitored, the marking of the pamol vehicles was not an issue,

Overall, public acceptance of the use of SMPVs was refreshingly high for the duration of the
program. Many officers while on patrol received favorable cominents from motorists. It was not
unuosual for SMPV officers conducting truck enforcement stops to observe passing motorists give the
“thumbs up” sign, wave, or smile. Most negative reaction to the program came from truck drivers,
even though most truckers supported the program.

Public comrespondence to the CHP about the program was minimal but generally positive. Few
adverse comments were received and only one known citizen complaint was received as the result
of a SMPV enforcement contact. (The complaint was from a truck driver who felt he did not deserve
aspeeding citation. The complainantmade noreference to the program). Infact, telephone calls were
received from passenger vehicle operators commending the CHP for its truck enforcement efforts.
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All Area Commanders felt that the public was overwhelmingly in support of the SMPV program.
Their perceptions were based on interaction with the general public, judges, atiorneys, community
leaders, local government representatives, and members of the media. This perception of public
support addresses the suitability of the concept of using enforcement vehicles not readily identifiable
as CHP patrol cars.
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FIGURE 22, Informal newpaper poll,
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NCLUSTON.

This study examined the effects of using SMPV s for the enforcement of heavy truck rules of the road.
Paramount to the success of the pilot program was whether or not a reduction in the rate of TAF
accidents was realized. The Depariment measured the TAF accident rate on test sites where SMPVs
were deployved and on other freeways. The most significant reduction occurred on the test sites.

Use of SMPVs proved to be a valuable tool in the detecton and apprehension of truck drivers
operating in an unlawful manner. Officers operating SMPVs generated more truck citations per
officer patrol hour and focused a much higher percentage of total enforcement activity toward tuck
drivers than officers operating black and white patrol cars.

Use of SMPVs had no impact on officer or public safety. Specially Marked Patrol Vehicles proved
to be just as suitable as black and white patrol cars for the varied functdons required of CHP officers.

Public acceptance of the SMPV program was perceived by the CHP to be high, and judicial response
was perceived to be positive. A survey of citation dispositions did not reveal any judicial biasin favor
of, or against, the use of SMPVs,

Even though the SMPV pilot program was successful in reducing the number of TAF accidents and
in focusing enforcement efforts toward truck drivers, the program was not without problems.
Because the Department had to re-direct existing resources to administer the program, other CHP
activities may have been affected. However, the impact was not measured empirically.

The SMPYV program demonsirated that officers operating SMPVs and deployed to primarily enforce
truck rules of the road were successful in reducing TAF accident rates.

Tt is recommended that the CHP maintain the option of using SMPVs for truck enforcement on
segments of highways that meet one or more of the following criteria;

» A highway segment experiencing a high rate of tuck accidents in which the primary collision
factor is well suited for the use of SMPVs.

» A highway segment experiencing a high degree of noncompliance with Vehicle Code laws
pertaining to truck speed, lane change, turning, starting, backing, and following too closely.

» A highway segment that carries a high volume of tuck traffic and experiences a moderate-to-
high rate of noncompliance with pertinent Vehicle Code laws, where traditional enforcement
strategies have been ineffective.




Truck-at-fault accidents constitute a small proportion of total motor vehicle accidenis. The CHP
broad-based commercial enforcement activities, hazardous materials programs, and liaison with the
trucking industry play a major role in keeping this proportion small. The CHP must, however, seek
ways to reduce the number of truck accidents caused by driver error. The use of SMPVs is suitable
for this purpose.

FIGURE 23. Four models of SMPVs,
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ANNEX A

Senale Bill No. 1873

CHAPTER 1243

An act to edd and reper! Section 2423 of the Vehicle Code, relating
to vehicles. .

{Approved by Governor Septembser 28, 1985 Fled with
Sacretsry of State ternber §8, 180E |

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DICEST

SB 1873, Seymour. Departrnent of the California Highway Patrol;
special patrol vehicles.

Under existing law, the Deparbment of the Californis Highway
Patrol has responsibility for the patrol of and the investigation of
motor vehicle accidents on the highways,

This bill would direct the department to institute a pilot program
that would utilize vehicles not readily identifiable as reguler patrol
vehicles, but which meet identification requirements specified by
regulation and exhibit the official insignia of the department, with
enforcement personnel wearing the official uniform of the
iefputment. for the primary purpose of enforcement of highway

ety violations by drivers of motortrucks of 3 or more axles over
6,000 pounds unladen weight, truck tractors, combinations of a
motortruck and another vehnicle or vehicles over 40 feet in length,
and any truck or combination of vehicles over 6,000 pounds unladen
weight transporting bazardous materials. The bill would limit the
pilot program to 4 department geographical divisions with not more
than 18 vehicles, and personnel assigned as specified. The bill would
direct the department to prepare and submit a report of its findings,
conclusions, and recommendations to the Legislature on or before
March 15, 1988

The bill would repeal these provisions on January 1, 1984,

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

fugzmon 1. (@) The Lagislature hereby finds and declares as
ows;

{1) The current increase in truck acecident rates has created great
concern from the public, governmental agencies, the Legislature,
and other entities interested in traffic safety.

{2) There is continued disregard for safe, legal operation by some
drivers of heavy commercia! vehicles.

{3) These drivers are able to use variour methods of
communication to provide a network affording evasion from
apprehension for unsafe, illegal driving practices.

(4) The-Department of the Californiz Highwey Patrol, other than
a limnited air patrol cperation, has no egqual ability to combat




professional evaders with respect to illegal driving of heavy
commercial vehicles.

{3) When a heavy commercizl vehicle i invelved in an accident
with other wvehicles, the polential for fatalities is increased
dramatically,

{6} Fhis increwsed potentis]l for Rtalites in hesvy commercial
vehicle accidents n special sction to reduce the gecident rate
ind control ilegal, unsefe driving practices.

{b} It is, tharefore, the intent of the Lagiclature in snacting this
act to creats a pilot program suthorizing the use of specisl patrol
vehicles by Highway Patro] officers in enforcing hesvy commercinl
vehicle highwsy safsty apd in spprehending violetors who drive
those heavy commereisl vehinles

SEC. £  Section 2423 is added t the Vehicle Code, to read:

423 .(a) The de ent ghall conduct a plist program
involving its use of vehicles not readlly identifiable as regulsar patrol
vehicles, but which meet the identficatdon requirements of Section
lgi;lfﬁﬂe 13of nt}hath(l&!ifomin Adnﬂn}f.;mive Code and sxhibit Lb::,;rz<f
o [osignis ¢ department, for the primary purpase
enforcement of highway safety violatdons by drivers of vehicles
described in subdivisions (2}, (b}, and (f) of SecHon M5S0 end
drivers of vehicles of mors than 6000 pounds unluden weight
described in yubdivision (g} of Section J500 snd the apprehension
of those violators. For this purpose, the dapartment may employ any
existing unmaerked vehicle whizh is deterniined to afford the highest
Bkelhood of continued nonrecognition, and may periodically reem
or yemark any vehicle wo wsed for this purpose f the v
continues to moet the identification requiraments of Section 114] of
wg tisf‘ depertment. Vehicles &ﬁu& by‘:hdis ﬁh;bmm

t. 151 section
be wed primarily for purposes of thit section. )

{b) The plot programn gull be Hmited to four of the eight
department geographice]l divisions with not more than 15 vehicles
assignad to the program, and shall utilize personnel already sstigne<d
zﬁbnn the d

epartmant,
{c} The ¢ shall p and submit to the Legislature
eaarbeforem Sﬂ*tm of itx findings, conclusions, and

recommendetions cancanﬁ the pilot

{d} 'The report shall include, but not be Bmited to, the following:

{1} The cost effectivenem of special commercial vehicle
enforcement. ’

{£) The impact on the commerein] vehinle sooidant rate in the
piiot program areas

{3) A romperison of program ares oftstion and convicton sctivity
with r%:h.r road enforcement citation snd conviction activity.

{4) extent to which vehicles are waed for purposes other than
tha(e nary purposs set forth in subdivigon (a).

} c
(8) Problems resulting from the use of specifically marked patrol

e

{#) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 158%,
and a5 of that date is repesled unless o later enacted statute which
is enacted before January 1, 1868, deletas or extends thar dste.
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ANNEX B

SEPTEMBER QUEST1ONNAIRE

SPEC1ALLY MARKED PATROL VEHICLE PILOT PROGRAM

INTRODUCTION: The Department is currently evaluating the effectiveness of
Speclally Marked Patrol Vehicles (SHPVs) as tools in the enforcement of heavy
truck rules of the road. The Legislature has directed the CHP to submit & report
regerding this evaluation by March 15, 1988. Incorporated in the Department's
ptudy is 8 questionnalre survey of officers who have participated in the pilot
program.

The purpose of this questionnaire is to collect subjective information regarding
pafety aspects associated with the operation of SHPVs.

INSTRUCTIONS:

o This questionnaire shall be completed by State Treffic Officers whe have
operated one or more SMPVE.

e Unless otherwise indicated, any comparison with black and white (B/W) patrol
cars should be made on the basis of comparable emergency equipment, (i.e., an
SMPV compared to a B/W with no roof lights).

e Only one answer shall be selected for each statement.

e Select an answer for each statement by circling the number in the answer
column that best describes your opiniocn.

o Complete this questionneire during the workshift in which you recelved it and
return it to your supervisor for forwarding to Operational Planning Sectlon.

o Commanders are to batch completed questionnaires and route them directly to
Operational Planning Section no later than October 30, 1987,

PRINT TW UPPER CASE ONLY

LAST NAHE: FIRST HAME:

ID ¢: LOCATION CODE:

SWERE

(1) DURIKG MY CAREER WITH THE 1 = OHLY SLICK TOP CARS (1) 1223

CHP, I HAVE OPERATED THE 2 = ONLY CARS WITH ROOF LIGHTS

FOLLOWING TYPE(S) OF BLACK 3 = BOTH SLICK TOF CARS AND

AND WHITE PATROL CARS ENOUGH CARS WITH ROOF LIGHTS

TO BE FAHILIAR WITH THEIR

CHARACTERISTICS.
(2) SINCE THE BEGINNING OF 20 SHIFTS OR LESS (2) 1234

1
THE PILOT PROGRAM 2
(JANUARY 12, 1987), I HAVE 3
DRIVEM A SMPY THE FOLLOWING 4
NUMBER OF SHIFTS.

21 TO 40 SHIFTIS
41 TO 60 SHIFTS
61 OR MORE SHIFTIS

(Continued on reverse pide)

STUDY (9/87) 041
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ise ihe following rating scale ta select answers for statementls (3) through {18},

STRONGLY DISAGREE OISAGREL NELTRAL AGREE STRONGLY AGHEE
i 2 3 4 5 ANSWERS
{3} OVERALL, SMPys ARE AS EFFECTIVE AS BLACK AND WHITE PATROL TARS WHEN EFFECTING
STOPS ON LARGE TRUCKS, (3012345
{4) OVERALL, SMP¥3 ARE AS EFFECTIVE AS BLATK AND WHITE PATROL LARS WHEN EFFECTING
STOPS DN PASSENGER YEMICLES, 4 12348%
{5} OVERALL, SMPVs ARE AS EFFECTIVE AS BLACK AND WHITE PATROL CARS WHEN PROVIOING
COHTROL AY EMERGENCY IMCIDEWTS {1.E., ACCIDENTS, LANE CLOSURES, ETC.}. (8112345
(6) OVERALL, SHPYS ARE AS EFFECTIVE AS BLACK AMD WHITE PATROL CARS SHEN RAPIDLY MOVING
THROUGH MODERATE FREEWAT TRAFFIC DURING DAYLIGHT WITHOUT USING EMERGENCY
LIGHTING OR SIREN {1.E,, PACING A& SPEEDER, CODE TWO RESPONSE, ETC.). (6} 12345
{7} MOIOAIST5 TAJLBATE SMPVs MORE THAN BLACY AND WHITE PATROL CARS ARE TAILGATED. (N 12345%
(8] MOTORISTS £ NOT READILY IDENTIFY SHPYs AS PATROL VEMICLES, 812345
{9) OVERALL, SMPVs ARE AS EFFECTIVE AS BLACK AMD WHITE PATROL CARS [W FREEWAY PATROL, {8} 12 345
(10} BASED ON EWCOGRCEMENT CONTACTS, THE PUBLIC IS RECEPTIVE TOWARDS THE USE OF SMPYs
FOR WEAVY TRUCK RULES OF THE RDAD ENFORCEMENT. (1) 1234%
{11} BASED ON EWFORCEMEHT CONTACTS, THE PUBLIC IS RECEPTIVE TOMARGS THE USE OF SWPYs
FOR PASSENGER VEHICLE RULES OF THE ROAD EMFORCEMENT. (M 12345
{12} OVERALL, THE EXTENT OF DFFICER SAFETY AFFORDED BY A SMPY IN CODE THREE OPERATION ({12} 123 4%
15 LESS THAN THAY PROVIOED BY A BLACK AND WHITE PATROL CAR.
IN THE FOLLOWING CIRCUMSTANCES, MOTORISTS YIELD TO A SMPY IN CODE THREE OPERATION AS
READILY AS A BLACK AND WHITE PATROL CAR IW CDDE THREE OPERATION:
{13} FREERAY, BAYLIGHT. (A 12345
(14} FREEWAY, DARKRESS, (A 1234%
{15} SURFACE STREET, DAYLIGHY, {15 12345
{16 SURFACE STHEEY, OARKNESS. (1) 122454
COMPARED 1D THE YERTICAL SHOTGUN MOUNTING POSITION USED IN BLACK AND WHITE PATROL CARS,
1 PREFER THE FOLLOWING SHOTGUH MOUNTING POSTTIONS:
(173 HORIZONTAL MOUNT BETWEEN FRDNT BUCKET SEATS. (IM12345%
(18 OIAGOMAL MOUNT, MUZZLE DDWH AND STOCK P, (e)

COMMENTS: [ATTACH ADDITIONAL PAGES IF HECESSARY),

1"2345
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ANNEX C

THIS ANNEX INCLUDES A CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF SELECTED
NEWSPAPER ARTICLES WHICH APPEARED BETWEEN DECEMBER 26, 1986 AND
AUGUST 8, 1987 ON THE CHP'S DEPLOYMENT OF SPECIALLY MARKED PATROL
VEHICLES. FIVE OF THOSE ARTICLES HAVE ALSO BEEN INCLUDED.
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PRIMARY CIRCULATION
LOCATION Daily (D)

ARTICLE TITLE DATE, SERVED Weekly (W) PUBLICATION
OF 1500 Neww Laws, Some  12-26-86 Long Beach D 51340 Press Telegram
Make Sense
CHP Speed Patrols to Soon 12-30-86  Los Angeles D 1076466 Los Angeles Times
Use Less Identifiable Cars
Plain Wrap Bears to Curb 12.31-86  Long Beach )3} 51,340 Press Telegram
Speading Trucks
Black and Whites Disgnised 12-31-86  SanJose D 243,078 Mercury News (AM)
in State Police Crackdown
(Give CHP 2 Chance 01-01-87 SantaBabara D 47,308 WNewsPrass
Low-Prolilz CHP Paurol 01-02-87  San Gabriel D 497250  San Gabricl Valley Daily
Cars Eyed Tribune
Highway Parol's Truck 01-07-87  Arcadia W 2,597 Durtean Disparch
Crackdown 2 Necessary
Move
Smokey Dons Plain Wrap  01-07-87  Los Angeles ZxwW 2850 Wilsthre Press
to Nab Speeders
CHP (o Discreetly Nab 01-08-87 Bakerfield D 66,867 Californian
Lawless Trucks
CHP Will Field Fleel of 01-08-87  Oakland D 149,828 Oakland Tribune
"Plainclothes” Cars to
Monitor Ermant Truckers
CHP to Puton Mew Face tg  01-08-87 SanFancisco D 630,954 Chronicle
Chass Truckers
CHP 1o Use Less Visible 01-08-87 WalnmtCregk D 773538 Conoa Costa Times
Cars to Nab More Errant
Truckers
Speeders Beware; CHP 01-08-87 Hayward D 44335 Review
Gets Mew Look
Hello, Miswer Chips; Carsin 01-08-87  San Jose D 243078 Mercury News (AM)
Mufti to Cruise 880
CHP Stealth Plan Targets  01.08-87  Sacramento D 219057 Bee
Reckless Rigs
CHP Cars Take on New 01-08-87  Cosia Mesa o 39,000 Daily Pilot
Look, Truckers




PRIMARY CIRCULATION
LOCATION Daily (1)
ARTICLE TITLE DATE SERVED Weekly (W) PUBLICATION
Help for the CHP 01-09-87  Merced 6xW 22,942  Sun Swar
"Smokey” Will Pose 01-09-87  Whigier D 27,128 Whiuier Daily News
Greater Threat to Speeding
Truckers
New Laws Clamp Downoon  01-10.87  Los Angeles W 9,544 Eagle Rock Sentinel
Trocks, Buoses
Truckers Back CHP 01-13.-87  Morgan Hill 2xW 10,028 Morgan Hill Times and San
Crackdown Martin News
Low-Profile Cars Catch 01-1387  San Francisco D 630,093 Chronicle
Speading Truck Drivers
CHP Goes Trolling for {1-14-87  San Francisco D 138,722 Examinar
Trucks
Low-Profile CHP Cars 01-14-87  Van Nuys D 132,936 Daily News
Pulling Over Speadess
Califomia Cracks Down on 01-15-87 New York, Joumal of Commerce
Speading Trucker NY
A Snenk at The Wheel 01-15-87  Saint Helena W 4299 Swar
Sneaky Smokeys 01-17-87  QGlendale w 33,000 The Leader
Chips are Down for Those  01-17-87  Hayward D 44335 TReview
Who Speed
Low-Profile CHP Cars a (01-19-87  Hayward W 44335 Review
Headache for Truckers
CHP Off Base in Use of 01-22-87  Napa W 2,100 Record
Unmarked Cars, Plans to
Use Radar Without
Legislative OK
Cool it, Truckers: That 01-24-87  l.og Angeles n 1076466 Los Angeles Times
Good Buddy in the Chevy
May be CHP
Should CHP Use Unmarked 01-28-87  Lake Elsinore The Valley Tribune
Cars to Patrol the ‘
Bipghways?
Thombs Up for the 01-20-87  Carlshad W 5000 LaCosian
Chalifornia Highway
Fatrol




PRIMARY CIRCULATION
LOCATION Bally (D)
ARTICLE TITLE DATE SERVED Weekly (W) PUBLICATION

Beware the Banana Biwh 02-14-87 SanFrancisco D 630954  Chronicle

CHP Raies Special Car 02-17-87  SanJose D 243,078 Mercury News (AM)
Sting a Suceess So Far

Smokey Driving the 02-21-87 Merced 6xW 22942 Sun-Star

*Silver Bullet”

CHP Starts Special Problem  03-01-87 Coming SxW 2,068 Observer

Trock Patrol

CHP “Truckbusters” 03-05-87  Qakland D 195937  Tribune

Accused of Nailing Cars

Lawmakers Not Amused 03-05-87 Merrced W 2254  Sun-Star

Crackdown on Speedy 03-05-87  Los Angeles n 1,076,466 Los Angeles Times
Trucks Also Nets Speedy

Cars

Special CHP Patrols Draw  03-05-87  Tulare HxW 8813 Advance Regisier
Capitol Fire '

CHP's Unmarked Cars 03-07-87  Turiock HXW 8,744 Journal

Draw Fire

letsHeartFor The CHP  (3-08-87  (akland D 195,937 Tribune

Camouflaged CHP 03-11-87  Newhall IaW 12,586 The Signal

Effoctive Here

Effort 1o Slow Trucks 03-19-87  Santa Ana D 271281 Orange County Regisler
Tickets Too Many Cars,

Lepistator Says

Suprise! CHF Project 3-19-87 Nzpa W 2,100 Record

Designed 1o Nail Truckers

Also is Nabbing Auio

Drivers

CHP Trymg Sporty Ap- 03.20-87  Palo Alto o] 60,288 Peninsula Times Tribune
proach

That's The Tickat 03.-28-87  Santa Ana D 27281 Oange County Register
Curtailing Slaughter on 03-30-87  San Gabriel D 49250 Tribune
Highways '




PRIMARY CIRCULATION

LOCATION Daily (D}

ARTICLETITLE DATE SERVED Weekly (W) PUBLICATION
CHP May Expand Special  (4.27-87  San Jose D 63,680 Memury News (PM)
Patrol
Going After Speeders 04.27-87  San Jose D 243,078 Mercury News (AM)
"Camouflaged” CHP Cars 06-17-87  SanFrancisco D 630,594 Chronicle
Are Cutting Crashes
Accidenis Down 06-19-87  Modesto D 74,100 Bee
CHP: Proud of Pastel 06-21-87  Newhall IxW 12,586 The Signal
Patrol
CHP Plan Tames Truckers 08-23-87  Bakersfeld D 81,721 Bakershield
Tickets by the Truckioad 07-21-87  Los Angeles D 266,102 Los Angeles Herald Examiner
"Plain Wreappers® Put Dent §7-22-87  Los Angeles D 1076466 Los Angeles Times
in Track Mishaps
CHP Rides Herd on 07-27-87  Long Beach D 51,340 Long Beach Press Telegram
Speeding Trucks
Patrol Success 08-1-87 San Gabriel D 49 250  San Gabrie! Valley Daily

Tribune
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CHP ‘truckbusters’ nailing too many cars, critics say

By ez P Spime
The Town

Spewding rmorols TEve Bronme el -
and slien unhEppy — largris ¢f 2 moaioid gk
WY BRATH] SERERIEOWN S0 Srehes imkm g i
Fimstz Freeway

Hewriy &xli & TO& hely m‘éaws By the Lale
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Somgw of the tekelsst mokarists, £nd & growasg
pumber of Fasiney lepalilory. spvupe e Righe
way pairel of pleyicg SNy NG T 152 MR-
Far Lent progrim

Lrities 235 Ihe program, which ﬁe;siasu whlsr

TEbe gl doon't Jie the CHP 1o B ptaky
= covert T amid Azsembiyroas Jobas Xiehx, {)-S-m
Tasadn

i gyl may have been Tmadied on B
wor.” e sEid

Slue o brown patd can wothoul 1
Ngiie raiher thasn e fambiat Stkasdwhie
pakrnl sars, bE 4 Bark-Soer sveve by D Bghwiy
paenl 6 use variuelly snmarkisl Sae% o Fuere
spreding mEiecishy

iyman Eie Harris, D-Oskland, wio
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Coptinged from Page A1

{alsely advertising ihe “trockbuster” campaign, in
which 15 regular patrol officers scross the siate
were retraioed snd reassigned.

“Nothing improper is goihg on” sald Kent
Millon, s CHP representative in Sacramento, “We
sald al) along that we'd be ¢itlng some cars.’”

“What's ga officer supposed 40 do when some-
one blasts by him doing 75 or 80 mlles xn bhour?"
Milton asked.

Statewlide, aboul 5 percent of citations is
sued In the firsl week of the special campalgn
went Lo motoristy, Mitlon sald Current wials were
sol aysilable,

In Alsmeds Couaty, bowever, the percentage
o! car drivers belng clted by the apecial force is
nearly twice that high or 4% percest, local high-
way patrol offlcials said yesterday.

Virtually bhalf of the 408 lckets issued aince
Jun. 12 on the Hayward-Fremoot stretch of the
Nimitx went to motorists, sald Officer Fred Mar.
L.

Cru the portharn alretch of the freeway, from
San Loresxo o the San Frascheo-Oakland Bay
Bridge, 115 of 266 tickeis bave gone 1o motorists,
said Pai Nelaow of the CHP.

Nelsop seid the CHP's special force would Like
to ciie s bigher percentage of truckers ~ but of-
ficers have been thwaried by an unexpecied rush
of errant motorisis :

Be ssseriad thatl the special patrol affort has
curbed the kind of bad Lruck driving - faflgating,
apeeding and unsale lane changes - hai causes
moat faia] accidents blamed st rockens.

Qakland Tribune
Fehruary 10, 1987

Aboul €0 percent of the trucks cited by the
“truckbuster” force were cabbed for such viola.
tiona, Nelson sald.

Four of the gpecially colored car, with flash-
ing lights mounted on the sides rather than the
roofs, are assigned to the Nimltz

The Nlmitz, also koown as Intersiate 880, {5
the only Bay Ares freeway lncluded in the special
campaign. Also targeled because of beavy truck
traffic in Interstate % and three Los Angeles-ares
{reeways.

The Californis Trecking Assoclation snd the
highway patrol lobhied for the program in re
rpopne (o statistics showing bruckers were 2t fault
o more thao balf the accidents in which they were
involved,

The test program was authoriesd by

flow o red by state Sen John R-Ap-
ponsored by Wm

The program's “primary purpose,”™ &

1o ihe enabling legisiation, was o m;:i mdm;m
fruckers.

Psirol oificlals say virioally all metorinia
siopped by the “Jow-proflie” cars bave sald they
fhlak the special campalgn ix 8 good idea.

But some motortsts say they fear highway
patro] ofticery may ool see trockers driving dsn-
gervusly whan the officers’ atiantion s focused on
speeding cxr drivers.

Said Cynthia Chaves, who regularly drives the
Nimits from ber booe 1o Ban Laandro to woek in

tixwing van jud about rafomed me ke
oiber day.”
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Truckers back CHP crackdown

Nimitz Freeway designated as target area for undercover vehicles

By Btove Giboon
McCiriziry Newe Service

A new Californic Highwey Ps-
ol program using low-profis cars
© crack down on spesdimg And
reeklessly driven big mrucks diew a
mostly positive reporee  from
truck drivers pausing for lanch last
week in Ssoamas.

“Sounds ke 3 good ey 1
e, suid 35-year-oid Lex Thomp-
son of Omahs, Neb, *What's the
semise of having laws on the books
i you don't enforee 'em.

“} think I'm in the minoriy,™
the driver said, “'hut there’s an gw-
fu! ot af junk out therr on the
highways, und Pve seon gn swiul
ot of shese

Like most of the other drivers at
the muck stop, Thompmon Esmh
freight on a giant 1E-wheed rig the
kind tmrgeind by the CHP'S pew
effort & steen 8 steady tise in
truck-al-feuil Accid enis.

Since 1982, said CHP Commis-
sgoner James E. Smith, trock-ats
faull aocidenys in Californis have
climbed 50 percent from 12,14% o
18,029,

For the average motorist con-
fronting big oucks on freewnys,

it can be & very scary thing.” sexd
st Sen. John Seymour, R-Ans-
hmmi aurhor of lagsdavon sutho-
rizing the pilot program.

The legssator said his office had
meeived complainis from tucken
saying their jobs are “bard snough
pow without heving Smokey e
CHP) b;mdmg éﬁwe's our kst

“1 think we're giving Smﬁkey
an equal opporuntly here,” Sey-
mour saxd.

Smith end Seymowr spoke 8f &
Caphol pross confersnce © En-
potke the program which will use
jize 1% specially-marked panol can
not readily Mertifable as Cﬂ? e
hikcles,

The crackdown siars thic week
and will run dwough Dex. 31 on
five frecways whh hesvy truck
sm,{fac and high tmuck accident

"I.f this & sucemssiul,™ Scymour
wid, “I'd like w e B imple
mered on @ stewdde  beuks,
We'se nsking for a a very in-depth
report” st the end of the year,

The targer arens:

# Intersinte BEO, also known as
the Nimitz Freewsy or old High-
way 17, in the Oakland-Havward

Arens,

* Highway %-Intersiate 3 be-
rwisn Bakorsficld and Verdugo
Hills,

* Highway 9 from the San
Joequin-Staniirus County fne on
the novth (o

the Meocsd-Maderas County Ine
on the south,

¢ Intecsiate 3 in Anaham, Sents
Anz gnd Irvine.

* A 53mie sagmean: of Inter-
stz THl In Westministey in Omange
Coupty which hag the higheyt vol
ume of guck guffic in the nse —
31,000 per day.

Accordmg o CHP satiaks,
sbaut 90 peroemt of Tuck-ai-fpul
accidents during 1988 were caused
by driver evrot, with the four joud-
ing oron being unsafe mend 23

“pocent), unsale lane changes (18

porcend), inproper turns (18 pers
cent) and tmproper smning/back-
g 1§ percenrl.

Unbike reguler CHP cars, these
Dodgs, Chevroles and  Fords
don’t have whip mtmnu. m’ﬂ‘
hzad lights and push bum
And sesd of Mkmwm
they are paintad conservative red,
biua, grey snd green, while retain.

ing white doors with the CHP seal,

Smith said uniformed drivers in
the cars will concenirate o truck
viglations. He ssid plans calls for
operating sach car W least BO
hours per week and thas officers
asipgned to these cars would alw
assisn at sockients wnd other emer-
gomcins,

The program hay the anthusiag
tie sndorsernent of the California
Trucking Association, zosording
0 RERXTIR rpresentative Kares
E. Rasmussen.

Al the pruck stop in Sacramen-
oy, drdver Wayne Malky, 35, of
Moy, Pa. suugged when told
of the CHP s pllot project.

*Pon’t bother ms, bamuse
don’t drive In a hurry anywhere, ™
Maliey suid whie waing to plece
ut call at & pay tdephone. ©1 go gt
# slow pace and fsum to the -

For Pat Ieunan, 28, who drives
pn 18-whesl rig basad I Owmaha,
Neb., the quaston was noat.

“My ruck don't go fast beeause
i’y got B governor,” he said, “Skx-
ty mikes an bour that's as fest as ft
m’n

Accidents down

§8E CALIFORNIA Highway Patrol
notes with satistact:on that accidents

"TRUCKERS...."
Morgan Hill Times and San Martin News
January 13, 1987

are down throughout the sta.z, but espe-
s:saﬁﬁ on highways patrolied by specially

ed tars, where decreases of bebween
20 to 40 percent were recarded.

The CHP cars are are marked on the
tides, but are not recognizabie from the
front or back

Overall truck acdidents were down 6.8
percent for the first quarter, but in areas
patrolled by the specially marked cars,
truck accidents were down 12.7 percent
and truck-at-fault accidents were down
19.6 percent.

That's good news. Now, if the Legisla-
fure would just authorize the use of radar
by the CHP, we could expect even further
gains in highway safety.

"ACCIDENTS...."
Modesto Bee
June 19, 1587
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Tickets by the truckload

Unmarked CHP cars put brakes on accident rate

eTack G0wWE b fecikioes

drivigg by rovenertiad
sriwles bas wgsificandy redured
trurk scoidents satewide and par-
Lrularty i Los Angeles County,
ol sl

tng & reducton ke truck-
insaired acchdent of 124 pervest
sulrwrde 1nd M pervenl kestly o
roads inenived o ke prognm B
the howt guareer of 19T spakoaman
Mchan] Maxs sawd thai Californls
Kigkway Pairel Cammasssoner
Jagres Smith w0 pleased wiih e
el as far IF B wend conl
wes. thetr will be 3 gt ehante
ihey will be askiny for an exten.
wea” past s oeigiagl deadiine of
Dee. 35, sxid Maas.

Maas saad that trockHidaull acck
drnl Fairwide bave been reduced
by 153 perrent io the Tl quarter,

“Wr have recoived 2em e
plaism s far pod ¢ A of peopls
have cxiied in o thend ur,” wabd 11
Twn Bozvisgham, the xushern dive
won coordinsioe of the specially
paried patrol yehicke program foe
Lhe CHP that uses 15 cars “We weve
pot popvinced this wauld bappes
whes we began, i arckienty e
way down i our area”

Toe “aliernately harhed patrol

~ kixrwn o the truckers
citirens band redia chanprks =
“Emokey is 2 plaln wrzpper,” o not
have emergency Eigl;u on the roof,
mnber lights oo e Geck o
wrtical dashbaard meonigts for shot-
anid are patnied solld colory
rather Ahzn the tradivomal black
¢ white,

Hat W0 axyre truck deieers ad
other moiprivis thil the €irs are
operaimd By aciusi e enforee
ment officers, they do bave an 18
inch CHF mxignls og the side door,
carry less vonspleuouns side.

mounied red lghts and are driven
by votformed oiflcers.

The wamarisd oars kre heing
wsd ro blgbwayy with fgnificuol
Lrischaceident rates, incleding Uake
forpiy W {rom Bakeralleld to Siock:
ton, Hrievsiate 80 pexr akland,
interstate TI0 i Lon Anpedes and
interssaty 5 from the Grapeving dn
Fern Coenty 1o Giepdair in LA
£aunty.

No other siate has 3 peogram
siilizing unmarked carn soiely for

Los Angeles Herald Examiner

Inly 21, 1987

cateking cwmmercial vehictes, said
& CHP spokesman, Huot severad
othey atm, painty in Lhe Mxdwest
and East, use ynmacied vebicles
for adf Lypes of traffsc enforcerment

Caltfornis faws bave iradition
ally forbidden the vse of radar and
unmnatked vehdcles {or regutar 3eal-
tic enforcement he proprao; has
nol vost any exira money. The 33
cars have come from the repular
fect of 206G patrol rara and e
Just repainted. The elfivers have

pesn reassigaed, dul added

The brgelation was sponsarsd by
sl Sea John Seymour, R-Aunz
beim, wbo way conrerned tha
truck drivens with OB rafios ané
Bigh views fram stop thew iRrtor
traber cabe weer defying spoed
limits #s¢ truck arcsdema were
rising & am alarming Taie¢

Stnre §982. truek acridenws have
waeerased dramsbeally. Acrarding

CHP/AE

CHP

Lontlnged hom page A3
1o CHP stalstics, it 1982 theee sere

s
© AR treck involved acoidens m

Canforne 1o 5906, 3herr were
Fo41 an jecrease of Xlpersent
the ingrease of tragkan-faul gen
dents fram 12,14 s HED 10 B0
o 196 was nearly 58 percent

Homsangham says Wiz the pilot
program 13 hot sorhm u wril i
tbe meirapalitn arvis "Whes sut
cnmarked cary wre ravghy s
bumper to-bumper frafhie, they
raa't gharred 3¢ mans ssmiahom
wtd Boasingham “Trurk arodenu
have remaneg the same at our

" Uerdugs Hhils lncatsen in Glendslr

Bul we feel sty sull dang some
gmd there becaunw Lraffic valume
Lap 5 opereest from fas sear
Marbrf shere 15 2 tarryaver of xmd
driving frum Lbe ciker arcas”

The prostost sureess rate 1w oin
the area from the north £nd of the
Grapeving Pasy a1 Fort Tepan 1o the
New bzt Saugus ares. snd Boy
sinpham While trurk waihe thery
1 the hghest 1n the $late Do o torat
ared — an averape ol 6550 (el
e earh way pass this ared esen
woekidies lan aserage of one fee
4 secopdel — ibefe dPc TEw

lm-ummm&mmmwmmmwmummhmau Bumper-i-bumper jarss and the

unTmarked rars heve good mubitny
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Let’s hear it for the CH]

Jusdirmagine the scene. It's been a tough
day. ard the husband is both late and livid as
ke puils (o a tire-screeching stop in front of
his home.

“The @3%"&# CHP!" he yells at his
wife, slamming th& front door in anger. “One
of these ‘truckbustet Highway Patrol cars
had the nerve to pull me over! 1 was doin’
80, but those guys are only supposed to stop
trucks! I'm calling my local assemblymant”
' You expect that kind of Judicrous think-
ing op simplistic TV cop shows, where the
bad guys jeeringly flip the bird at the poor
officers who have {o stop chasing them on
some lechnicality. Bul in real life, com-
plaints just like that are geiting a sympa-
thetic ear from Eastbay Assembly members
Elihu Harris, Delaine Eastin and Jehann
Klehs.

The legisiators seem to feel it's unsport-
ing for the low-profile CHP cars — put on
the read in January specifically o go after
dangerous and illegal trucks — to also haul
down flagrantly illegal car drivers.

True. the cars don't have the distinctive
black-and-white paint scheme and rooftop
light bars that give determined speeders a
chance 1o spat them in {ime o slow down,

But catching dangerous drivers isn'i
some sparting evenl where the lawbreakers
get a special handicap.

Speeding and reckless driving on Califor-
nia freeways cost hundreds of lives, maim
thousands of people and do millions of dol-
lars worth of damage every wear. Every
reckless driver stopped is a potential acci-
dent prevented. I shouldnt matter whether
the vehicle is a truck or a car, The game a
lot of car drivers like to play — cursing
trucks for speeding while they speed along
themselves — should not be defended by
lawmakers.

"The perception of the voters is that they
have been hoodwinked and tricked by you,”
Assemblyweman Eastin, D-Union City, told
CHP Commissioner James Smith at a Trans-
portation Committee hearing last week.

Hoodwinked because the CHP is doing its
Jjob of eiting lawbreaking and dangerous mo-
torists? Thai siretches logic past the break-
ing point.

The CHP said clearly before the program
began that there would be arrests for “ag-
gravated passenger vehicle violalions,” car
drivers so reckless or so fast thai there’s an
imminent danger of an accident, Officers in
the program are told their main job is to
reduce truck accidents, but they shouldn't
ignwre flagrantly illegal car drivers. Those

instructions should be praised, not con-
demned.

“T've received more phone complaints on
this than any other issue,” said Harris, D-
QOakland, the committee chair. By that logic,
Harris would have (o go to bat for thieves if
enough of them called to complain that they
were being caught.

“The public doesn't like the CHP to be
sneaky,” said Klehs, D-8an Leandro.
Sneaky?? The low-profile cars do s{ill kave
the farniliar CHP logo on their doors. What
about the sneaky molorists who want better
odds on breaking the law?

These Jegislators seem to have forgolten
that the issue here is saving lives. They

should have the guts to stand up to people
who think the game isn't fair because they
got caught,

Statewide. one-third of the program's ¢i-
tations are going to car drivers, who make
up 85 percent of the traffic in the test areas.
Truckers, only 15 percent of the traffic, get
{worthirds of the citations,

“It is nol my understanding that officers
are expecied fc ignore violations of the
law.” CHP Commiissioner Smith said at jast
week's hearing.

Smith is right. Legislators — and the
public — should applaud the CHP for help-
ing to make dangerous highways safer, not
condemnn il for hassling speeding car drivers, |

Qakland Tribune
March 8, 1987








