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Introduction 

Violence in schools is an emotionally charged issue that creates real challenges for open 
and honest dialogue. Media images of violent urban inner-city American schools are 
worrisome and can leave many people wondering if we are looking at our own future. In 
the f~.ce of these images it is easy to lose sight of the fact that schools are not the hotbed of 
violence in Canadian society. They are, however, a stage upon which the stresses and 
strains and violence prevalent in wider society play out in the relationships between 
students and, more frequently, between students and staff. 

There can be little doubt that we have a problem with violence in schools in this country. 
It is interesting to note that arguments concerning youth violence are often coined in 
terms of whether we are experiencing an increase in reporting or a real increase in 
numbers. The fact that there is any violence at all in schools seems to escape most peoples' 
attention. And, according to both students, educators, and police we are not coping 
effectively with the level of violence we already have (Mathews, 1993). 

Violence frightens most of us and the vulnerable most of all. Adults easily lose sight of the 
fact that children and youth are dependent on us for more than just sustenance. Young 
people also look to us for protection and safety. This is equally true in schools. Caring for 
others is an enormous responsibility and a challenging task under the best of 
circumstances. Teachers and school officials face enormous pressures and difficulties as 
they attempt to cope with a rapidly changing Canadian society and student population. 
Sometimes they lose sight of students' emotional and other needs. Without a forum or 
process to bring them together teachers and students often stop communicating. "When 
students feel they are not heard by educators they eventually become mistrustful and live 
in angry silence or take matters into their own hands. 

Parents, too, are often out of touch with children's fear of violence. Parents are often 
exhausted and over-stressed and, in the absence of resources and supports to help them 
raise their children, frequently look to the schools for assistance. Parents sometimes place 
enormous, if not unrealistic, ex-pectations on schools to be responsible for socializing and 
disciplining their children. Schools cannot be all things to all students and the weight of 
those expectations may be over burdening teachers and administrators and creating 
schools that have the potential to become unsafe. When teachers and parents cannot find a 
way to work together to support and assist students al1.d each other in addressing violence 
in schools everyone loses, including the community. 
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The purpose of conducting the Student Perceptions of Violence Survey was: 

1. To support and encourage community dialogue on youth violence and violence 
in schools. 

2. To add students' voices to the debate and discourse on youth violence and 
violence in schools. 

3. To support the process of building partnerships and communication bridges 
between students, parents, schools, police, social services, and the wider yauth­
serving community. 

4. To support and encourage the development of the "open community school" 
with supports and services for both victims and perpetrators of youth violence, 
parents, and educators. 

Seven School Boards in southern Ontario were invited to participate in the survey; two 
accepted. The questions and issues raised in the survey are serious and challenging. The 
School Boards and school officials who participated in the study deserve special 
acknowledgment for their commitment to their students. 

The study was conducted in two middle level schools. The results presented in Parts I and 
IT of this report are based on the responses of over 850 students to the Student Perceptions 
of Violence Survey conducted in each of the schools. The survey was designed to solicit 
students' opinions about the nature and extent of violence in their school. School 'A' was 
the pilot school for the survey (see Appendix A). Students in School 'A' were in grades 6, 
7, and 8. Students in. School 'B' were in grades 7, 8, and 9. Questions on the survey for 
School 'B', though mostly similar, were not all identical (see Appendix B). Slight 
improvemeuts in wording and the addition of more questions may have yielded some 
differences in terms of reported perceptions. However, despite these differences in the 
survey questions, students' responses were remarkably consistent between the two 
schools. Because the surveys differed slightly, the results are presented in different parts 
of the report. A brief summary and comparison of responses from students in both 
schools is provided at the end. 

Findings in the study are not necessarily generalizable to all students, schools, and 
communities in Canada. Also, the research should be considered exploratory, a first step 
in the process of opening a broader public dialogue on school violence that includes·the 
voices of youth. The report was intended to provide a wide readership with an overall 
summary of the survey findings. A more detailed analysis of the data will be undertaken 
at a later date. 
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"Violence in schools has been around for a long time. Now I believe it could start. 
to get out o/hand and we should put a stop to it." 

(Female, 13 years) 

Demographics 

A total of 397 students completed the questionnaire, 191 males (48%) and 203 females 
(51 %). Three (1 %) did not specify th~ir gender. The average age of the respondents was 12 
years. The range was from 10 to 13 years. The total number of students per grade level 
was 138, 131, 127 for grades 6, 7 and 8 respectively. One student omitted his/her grade. 

Students' Perceptions of Violence in Schools 

Students were asked to rate the extent to which they believed violence in schools was a 
problem. Approximately 45% of those responding to this question felt that there was 
"Some" to "A Lot" of violence in the schools. Approximately 54% stated that there was 
"Rarely" or ''No'' violence. 

Figure 1: Students' Perceptions at Violence At School 
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Break Down By Gender 

The responses provided by male and female students varied slightly with more male I 
(48%) than female (42%) students indicating that there was "A Lot" or "Some" violence in 
their schools. Similarly, more female (56%) than male (52%) students believed that there I 
was "Rarely" or "No" violence in their schools. 

Figure 2: Students' Perceptions of Violence At School By Gender 
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The responses of students in a\l three grades varied slightly. More grade 7 (64%) students 
believed that there was "Rarely" any violence or "No" violence at all compared to the 
responses of the grade 6 (46%) and grade 8 (53%) students. More grade 6 (52%) students 
indicated that they felt there was "Some" or "A Lot" of violence compared to the rates of 
grade 7 (35%) and grade 8 (47%) students. 
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Figure 3: Students' Perceptions ot Violence At School By Grade 
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Generally, the grade 6 students tended to perceive a higher level of violence in schools. 
This may be due to the fact that they were physically the smallest and least mature 
individuals at school and may be picked on by older students. Grade 8 students were next 
highest in terms of perceiving "A Lot" of violence in school. 

Approximately 64 (16%) of the students provided additional comments in response to this 
question. The nature of their comments are summarized below. 

1. Of the 64 students who commented on this question, 28 (44%) believed that· 
violence was a problem in the schools they had previously attended. Following 
are some of their comments: "1 saw three guys harass a girl, kissing her and feeling 
her privates"; "In one of my schools a boy got beat-up and was unconscious"; "Big 
students take advantage of little students. " 

2. In contrast to the above views, 24 (37%) of the 64 students believed that there 
had been no problem with violence in the schools they previously attended. 
Some students felt that there was either no violence or only sports-related 
violence among participants. The following are some representative statements 
from this group: "There has rarely been any violence in the schools I've attended so 
far"; "In football I have seen violence"; and "] think violence rarely happens". 
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3. The final category is composed of a mixture of comments from the remaining 12 
(19%) students. The following statements are reflective of the ideas expressed 
by these 12 students: "Sometimes a little violence leads to big violence"; "] think if the 
schools put their mind to it, they could put a stop to violence"; "They should have a 
police officer in every school"; and "] try to stay away from it". This group represents 
a mixture of students who were either trying to avoid potential trouble, hoping 
that violence could be handled, or believed that a police officer could be useful 
in addressing problems of violence in schools. 

Students' Perceptions of Safety from Violence While At School 

Thirty-eight per cent (152) of the students reported that "Yes" they felt safe, 31% (121) 
stated they felt safe "Most of the Time", 23% (91) indicated that they felt safe "Sometimes", 
6% (24) did not feel safe at all, and 3% (9) did not respond. 

The results can be broken down into two categories. 

1. Approximately 69% (273) of the students felt that they were safe or at least felt 
safe "Most of the Time" while at school. 

2. Twenty-nine per cent (115) of the students stated that they felt safe "Sometimes" 
or "Not At All" while at school. 

Figure 4: Students· PercepHons of Sctety trom Violence While At School 
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Break Down By Gender 

Female students were slightly less likely than male students to feel safe from violence 
while at school. Approximately 71 % (135) of th~ male students indicated that they felt safe 
at school or felt safe "Most of the Time" compared to 69% (138) of the female students. 
Sim.ilarly, 28% (53) of the male students felt safe from violence while at school 
"Sometimes" or "Not At All", and 30% (61) of the female students indicated that they felt 
safe "Sometimes" or "Not At AlL" 

Figure 5: Students' Perceptions of Safety While At School By Gendel 
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Break Down By Grade Level 

The grade 6 students reported feeling the least safe from violence while at school. This 
perception is consistent with the earlier finding that grade 6 stLldents perceived violence 
in school to be a bigger or more serious issue than the grade 7 and 8 students. Overall, 
students appeared to feel safer the higher the grade they were in. Approximately 62% (85) 
of the grade 6 students and 68% (89) of the grade 7 students felt safe while at school "All 
of the time" or "Most of the Time" compared to 77% (98) of the students in grade 8. 
Similarly, 35% (47) of the respondents in grade 6 and 30% (39) of the students in grade 7 
indicated that they felt safe from violence while at school only "Sometimes" or "Not At 
All" compared to 23% (29) of grade 8 students. 
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Figure 6: Students' Perceptions of Safety While At School By Grade 
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The students were asked for additional comments on whether they felt safe from violence 
in schools they had previously attended. One hundred and thirty-nine (35%) students 
made a comment on this question. Three main points emerged concerning their 
perceptions of safety. 

1. Approximately 35% (48) stated that the reason they felt safe was because 
teachers, the police officer, or friends were around them and could help them if 
needed. 

2. Fifty (36%) stated that they did not really feel safe because they never knew 
when or if they would be the next target of violence. 

3. Thirty-seven (27%) indicated that they felt safe because no one ever "bugged" 
them. 

The additional comments indicate that feeling safe may be related less to whether there 
was actual violence and more to who was around to provide protection or if the student 
felt he/ she could take care of him/herself. 
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Students' Self-Reported Victimization While At School =1 

"] am kicked and punched because] don't speak English very well." 
(Female, 13 years) 

Students' Self-Reported Victimization 

Approximately 19 (5%) of the 397 students responding to this question stated that they 
had had lunch money taken from them. One hundred and fourteer '29%) of the students 
reported that they had been threatened. Approximately 63 (16%) students had been 
beaten-up while in school. Fifty-seven (14%) students reported being robbed and 33 (8%) 
reported being hurt or threatened with a weapon. Nin~te.en (5%) students sta,ted that they 
had been sexually assaulted and 121 (31%) reported being harassed or bullied by others 
while at school. In the category of "Other," 17 (4%) students had been victims of incidents, 
such as: verbal assault, racism, forced to do something they did not want to, extortion and 
blackmail. 

Figure 7: Violent Offenses Committed Against Students While At School 
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Respondents were also asked to identify violent crimes that happened to someone they 
know while at school. Approximately 100 (25%) of the 397 students reported knowing 
someone who had had their lunch money taken. One hundred and seventy-seven (45%) 
students stated that they knew someone who had been threatened. Approximately 198 
(50%) students knew someone who had been beaten-up while in school. Ninety-six (24%) 
students reported knowing someone who had been robbed and 83 (21 %) reported 
knowing someone who had been hurt or threatened with a weapon. Fifty-eight (15%) 
students stated that they knew someone who had been sexually assaulted and 179 (45%) 
reported knowing someone who had been harassed or bullied by others while at school. 
In the category of "Other," 24 (6%) students knew someone who had been victims of other 
forms of violence, such as extortion. 
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Figure 8: Violent Offenses CommlHed Against Someone They Know While 
At School 
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Break Down By Grade Level 

Grade 7 students appear to be experiencing more violent incidents than grade 6 and 8 
students and they also reported knowing fewer other students who had been victimized. 
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Table 1: Self-Reported Victimization By Grade 

The Student Someone They Know 
Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

1. Lunch$ Taken 1% 17% 7% 25% 7% 33% 

2. Threatened 27% 44% 32% 39% 28% 51% 

3. Beaten-up 24% 50% 11% 36% 12% 64% 

4. Robbed 16% 26% 7% 14% 20% 32% 

5. Threaten Weapon 9% 22% 7% 15% 9% 27% 

6. SexuaUy Assault 7% 14% 2% 7% 5% 24% 

7. Harassed/Bullied 30% 43% 25% 30% 37% 63% 

-- --- ------
n=137 n=131 n=127 n=137 n=131 n=127 

Break Down By Grade Level and Gender 

Provided below in Table 2 and Table 3 are the self-reported rates of victimization of the 
students themselves and someone they know broken down by gender and grade. 

Table 2: Self-Reported Victimization By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 
Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

1. Lunch$ Taken 0% 8% 2% 2% 6% 11% 

2. Threatened 35% 34% 21% 19% 31% 33% 

3. Beaten-up 29% 11% 12% 19% 11% 11% 

4. Robbed 22% 8% 21% 10% 5% 20% 

5. Threaten Weapon 9% 5% 11% 9% 8% 9% 

6. Sexually Assault 9% 0% 2% 6% 3% 7% 

7. Harassed/Bullied 30% 22% 35% 32% 28% 39% 

n=68 n=65 n=57 n=68 n=64 n=70 

The results presented in Table 2 indicate the extent to which male and female students 
reported being victims of violence while at school. The rates of victimization were similar 
for male and female students. However, there were some differences worth noting. Male 
students in grade 6 were more likely than female students in the same grade to be 
threatened, beaten-up and robbed while at school. Although female students, as a group, 
were more likely to be victims of sexual assault, male students in grade 6 had 
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the highest rate of victimization (9% in grade 6) for this category. Female students in I 
grade 8 were more likely than male students in the same grade to: have had lunch money 
taken; and to have been threatened, sexually assaulted, and harassed/bullied. Female I 
students, as a group, were more likely to report being victims of harassment and bullying. . 

Table 3: Students' Reported Victimization of "Someone They Know" I 
By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 
Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

1. Lunch$ Taken 12% 29% 37% 24% 20% 30% 

2. Threatened 41% 37% 51% 47% 42% 51% 

3. Beaten-up 49% 35% 70% 53% 36% 59% 

4. Robbed 25% 11% 28% 28% 17% 36% 

5. Threaten Weapon 19% 15% 25% 25% 13% 29% 

6. Sexually Assault 3% 5% 12% 25% 9% 33% 

7. Harassed/Bullied 40% 26% 65% 47% 34% 61% 

n=68 n=65 n=57 n=68 n=64 n=70 

Female students were more likely to know other students who had been victims of violent 
offenses, particularly victims of sexual assault. 

Students were asked. to provide additional comments in response to this question. 
Approximately 95% (375) of the 397 students chose not to comment. Responses from the 
5% (22) who did can be broken down into two categories. 

1. A small group of students (5) indicated that they were experiencing violent 
incidents associated with racism. 

2. The remainder of the students (17) made statements such as: "I have been forced 
to do things I don't want to"; "I've been bribed and blackmailed"; "Verbal assault is 
common"; "They keep bugging my friend because she dresses like where she comes 
from "; and "] have been picked on and harassed because of my name". 

Reporting Rates of Violent Incidents Which Occurred At School 

Students were asked if they had reported any of the above incidents, whether they had 
occurred to them or someone they know, to school staff, parents, or the police. 
Approximately 84% (335) of the 397 students indicated that they or someone they know 
had been a victim of one or more violent incidents while at school. Sixty per cent (201) of 
the students reported the incident(s). A break down of who the students were most likely 
to report the incidents to is provided below in Figure 9. 
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Figure 9: Who Students Reported Incldent(s) To 
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Students who reported incidents to parents, teachers or police were asked to provide 
additional comments on what happened as a result of the disclosure. Of the 174 students 
who reported the incidents, 148 (85%) responded to the question. The results are grouped 
in~o six categories. 

1. Fifty-two (35%) students stated that when they told one of the above adult 
groups, the incident was discussed with the perpetrator, but that was all. 

2. Thirty-two (22%) stated that the perpetrator was dealt with in a manner that 
was satisfactory to the victim, such as, they had to apologize, they were 
charged, had bus privileges removed, etc. 

3. Approximately 15% (22) of the victims indicated that not~g was done. 

4. Twenty-one (14%) stated that when they told their parents some form of advice 
followed, such as: "My parents told me to stay close to a teacher"i liMy parents told 
me to stay away from them"i "When I told my parents they said I should stand up for 
myselj"i"They told me to change my locker combination"i and "My parents said I 
should be more careful. " 

5. Thirteen (9%) stated that the perpetrator was sent to the office and suspended 
and/ or received a detention. 

6. Approximately 5% (8) indicated that the victimization continued and that it got 
worse as a result of the disclosure. The following statements reflect the negative 
outcome which followed disclosure for these students: "1 told and they said it 
would never happen again but it did" i "The people got very mad and did it again"; "1 
got threatened more"i and "1 got threatened and beat-up after". 
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Approximately 38% (127) of the 335 students who indicated that they or someone they 
know had been a victim of one or more violent incidents also indicated that they did not 
report the incidents. 

Break Down By Gender 

Approximately 81 % (154) of the male students and 80% (161) of the female students 
indicated that they or someone they know had been a victim of one or more violent 
incidents while at school. The results further indicated that 43% (66) of the male students 
did not report the incidents compared to 36% (58) of the female respondents. 

Break Down By Grade Level 

Approximately 78% (107) of students in grade 6, 75% (98) of students in grade 7 and 87% 
(110) of students in grade 8 reported that they or someone they know had been a victim of 
one or more violent incidents at school. Thirty-eight (36%) of the respondents in grade 6, 
38% (37) in grade 7 and 46% (50) in grade 8 did not report the incidents to either the 
school, their parents or the police. 

Students who did not report the incident(s) of victimization of either themselves or others 
were asked to explain why. Of the total 127 students who did not report the incident(s), 
89% (113) provided explanations. 

1. Approximately 36% (41) responded that they were scared that if they reported 
the incident, the violence would happen again or may even be worse the next 
time. 

2. Twenty-nine (26%) indicated that the violence they had experienced was not a 
"big deal" and that it was not serious enough to report. 

3. Twenty-one (19%) stated that the incident involved someone they knew and 
that it was none of their business. Some did not want to be involved and others 
did not know why they had not reported the incident. 

4. Ten (9%) students stated that they did not want to get anyone in trouble with 
parents or staff so they did not report the violence to anyone. 

5. Approximately 5% (6) of the respondents reported that they just got even with 
the perpetrators and that they could handle the problem in their own way. 

6. Six (5%) students did not report to any adults because they believed that 
nothing would be done or that they would not be believed. 
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Violent Offenses Committed By Students 

"My friend carries a knife to school" 
(Female, 13 years) 

Violent Offenses Committed By Students 

Students were asked to identify violent offenses they had committed while at school. 
Approximately 13 (3%) of the 397 students responding to the survey reported that they 
had taken lunch money from other students. Sixty-seven (17%) of the respondents stated 
that they had threatened someone while at school. An even greater number of students, 
approximately 89 (22%), indicated that they had assaulted or "beaten someone up." 
Approximately 14 (4%) of the students stated that they had robbed someone, while 28 
(7%) of the young people indicated that they had threatened or hurt someone with a 
weapon on school grounds. One student reported that he/she had sexually assaulted 
someone while at school. However, 80 of the 397 respondents (approximately 20%) 
admitted to having harassed or bullied someone and 34 (9%) stated that they carried a 
knife for protection. 

Figure 10: Violent Offenses Committed By Students 

100 

80 

60 

40 

20 

o +----+-
Take Threaten Beaten Up Rob Use ofa Sexual Harass/ Cony a other. 

LunchS Weapon Assault Bully KnIfe 

Nctura 01 Violent Offenses 

18 



-- --- ---------- -------- ---

Students· were also asked to identify violent offenses which had been committed by 
someone they know while at school. Approximately 87 (22%) of the students knew 
someone who had taken lunch money from someone. One hundred and forty-seven (37%) 
of the students reported knowing someone who had threatened someone. In addition, 172 
(43%) of the respondents indicated that they knew someone who had assaulted or "beaten 
someone up." Approximately 67 (17%) students knew someone who had robbed someone 
and 76 (19%) of the students stated that they knew someone who had threatened or hurt 
someone with a 

Figure 11: Violent Offenses Committed By Someone They Know At School 
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weapon on school property. Forty-three (11 %) of the students indicated that they knew 
someone who had sexually assaulted other students while at school. One hundred and 
twenty-one (31%) of the 397 respondents knew someone who had harassed or bullied 
someone and 115 (29%) knew someone who carried a knife for protection. Approximately 
10 (3%) of the students stated that "Other" violent offenses had been committed by 
someone they know on school grounds. 

Break Down By Grade Level 

The results presented in Table 4 indicate that grade 6 and grade 8 students reported 
committing more violent offenses than students in grade 7 with students in grade 8 
having the highest rates. The highest categories appear to be assaults or "beating someone 
up" and "harassing/bullying," whether committed by the student themselves or someone 
they know. 
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Table 4: Violent Offenses Committed by Students 
or by Someone They Know 

The Student Someone They Know 
Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

1. Taken Lunch $ 2% 4% 5% 19% 16% 31% 

2. Threatened 18% 8% 24% 35% 28% 47% 

3. Beaten Someone Up 28% 11% 29% 49% 25% 56% 

4. Rob 7% 0% 3% 20% S% 24% 

5. Use of Weapon 9% 4% 9% 20% 8% 28% 

6. Sexual Assault 0% 0% 1% 15% 5% 12% 

7. Harass/Bully 20% 11% 30% 3:,~~11 16% 42% 

8. Carry a Knife 10% 3% 13% 31% 20% 35% 

--- -- -- ---
n=137 n=131 n=127 n=137 n=131 n=127 

Break Down By Grade Level and Gender 

Provided below in Table 5 are the self-reported rates of perpetration of violent offenses 
while at school broken down by gender and grade. In Table 6 are the reported rates of 
perpetration of violent offenses at school committed by someone the students know 
broken down by gender and grade. 

Table 5: Violent Offenses Committed by Students 
By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 
Grade 6 Grade 7 GradeS Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

1. Taken Lunch $ 2% 2% 7% 2% 5% 3% 

2. Threatened 22% 11% 33% 13% 6% 17% 

3. Beaten Someone Up 40% 15% 49% 16% 6% 13% 

4. Rob 7% 0% 4% 7% 0% 3% 

5. Use of Weapon 7% 6% 2% 10% 2% 6% 

6. Sexual Assault 0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 

7. Harass/Bully 25% 12% 40% 16% 9% 21% 

8. Carry a Knife 9% 5% 21% 10% 2% 7% 

n=68 n=65 n=57 n=68 n=64 n=70 
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Male students were more likely overall to report being perpetrators of violent offenses at 
this school. In particular, male students were more likely than female students to report 
committing the following violent offenses: threaten someone; beat someone up; and 
harass or bully someone. However, female students were just as likely to report robbing 
another student and were more likely to report threatening or hurting someone with a 
weapon than were male students. The results also indicate that the grade 7 students, both 
male and female, were less likely to report being perpetrators of violent crime than the 
grade 6 and grade 8 students. 

Table 6: Violent Offenses Committed by Someone They Know 
By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 
Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

1. Taken Lunch $ 22% 17% 37% 16% 14% 26% 

2. Threaf;L'tt 38% 26% 56% 35% 28% 39% 

3. Beaten .fiomeone Up 56% 22% 65% 43% 28% 49% 

4. Rob 21% 11% 21% 19% 5% 26% 

5. Use of Weapon 15% 9% 33% 27% 8% 24% 

6. Sexual Assault 9% 6% 5% 22% 5% 17% 

7. Harass/Bully 34% 14% 49% 34% 19% 36% 

8. Carry a Knife 34% 22% 40% 29% 19% 31% 

n=68 n=65 n=57 n=68 n=64 n=70 

The results presented in Table 6 indicate the extent to which male and female students 
knew someone who had committed a violent offense while at school. The percentages 
found between the male and female students were similar. The only remarkable 
difference is the fact that the female students were more likely to know someone who had 
committed a sexual assault than the male students. As indicated in other tables, the grade 
7 students, both male and female, were less likely to know someone who had committed a 
violent offense while at school. Male students in grade 8 were most likely to know 
someone who had committed a violent offense while on school property. 

Reporting Rates of Violent Ittcidents Committed By Students At School 

Students were asked if any of the above incidents had been reported to school staff, 
parents, and police. Approximately 71 % (282) of the 397 respondents indicated that they 
or someone they knew had committed violent offenses while at school. Thirty-eight per 
cent (107) of the students reported the incident(s). A break down of who the students 
were most likely to report the incidents to is provided below in Figure 12. Approximately 
7% (21) of the respondents did not know if the incidents had been reported. 
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Figure 12: Who The Incidents Were Reported To 
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Students who indicated that incidents had been reported to parents, school staff or police 
were asked to comment on what happened as a result. Of the 89 students who indicated 
that incidents had been reported, 52 (58%) responded to the question. Examples of their 
responses are presented below. 

1. Approximately 19% (10) of the respondents indicated that they or someone else 
reported the incident or discussed why it was reported, such as: "Told them to 
help me" or "Because I thought that it would be safer if they knew". 

2. Twenty-eight (54%) respondents indicated that some action had been taken as a 
result of the incident having been reported. The action taken was often 
suspension or grounding, but most respondents simply indicated that the 
perpetrator "got in trouble". 

3. Seven (14%) students reported that they had told their parents and were offered 
some advice on how to deal with the situation, such as "Told me never to walk 
with these people"; "Don 't go near the person"; or "Told me if they did something to 
you then its alright to do it back to them". 

4. Approximately 13% (7) of the students indicated that nothing happened as a 
result of the incident having been reported or were unsatisfied with the 
response. 
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Students who did not report inq.dents were asked to indicate why. One hundred and 
seventy-nine of the students responded to the question. Their responses are summarized 
below: 

1. Approximately 13% (24) of the students indicated that they did. not report the 
incident(s) because they did not want to get themselves or others into trouble. 

2. Eighty-two (46%) of the young people stated that they were not directly 
involved in any of the incidents and therefore did not report them. 

3. Twenty-eight (16%) of the respondents indicated that they did· not report the 
incident(s) because they did not want to become involved, such as: "It was none 
of my business to tell someqne"; or "] didn't want to get involved, ] thought it wasn't 
my problem ". 

4. Thirty (17%) students stated that they were afraid of what might happen to 
them if they reported the incident, such as: "The person might threaten me"; "] was 
afraid"; or "] 'Would get beaten-up". 

5. Finally, 11 % (20) of the respondents did not report the incident(s) because they 
believed that the incident was not important enough to report or they felt that 
nothing would be done if they reported it: "They would only make a big deal about 
it"; "]t wasn 't so important"; or "Because it would keep happening". 

Relationship Between Being A Victim & Being A Perpetrator 

Break Down By Grade Level 

Table 7 presents data which indicates the extent to which the students reported being 
victims or perpetrators of violent crimes while in school. The information is broken down 
according to grade and nature of violent offense. A between-group comparison indicates 
that the students in grade 7 had the highest rate of reported vici'imization for each violent 
offense. Grade 8 students had the highest rate of committing violent crimes with the 
exception of "robbing" where the grade 6 students had a slightly higher rate. A within­
group comparison shows that grade 6 and grade 7 students were more likely to report 
being victims of violent crime than perpetrators, particularly those in grade 7. This 
finding is surprising given that earlier results indicated that the grade 7 students felt the 
most safe and felt that violence in school was not a big issue. The results from the grade 8 
students' surveys indicated that they were just as likely to report being victims as 
perpetrators. 
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Table 7: Violent Offettses Committed and Experienced by Students 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator 

1. Lunch$ Taken 1% 2% 17% 4% 7% 5% 

2. Threatened 27% 18% 44% 8% 32% 24% 

3. Beaten Someone Up 24% 28% 50% 11% .11% 29% 

4. Robbed 16% 7% 26% 0% 7% 3% 

5. Threaten Weapon 9% 9% 22% 4% 7% 9% 

6. Sexually Assault 7% 0% 14% 0% 2% 1% 

7. Harassed/Bullied 30% 20% 43% 11% 25% 30% 
-------- -------- --- ----- ------- --------

n=137 n=137 n=131 n=131 n=127 n=127 

Break Down By Grade Level and Gender 

Provided below in Table 8 and Table 9 are the self··reported rates of victimization and 
perpetration broken down by gender and grade. 

Table 8: Violent Offenses Committed and Experienced by Male Students 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator 

1. Lunch$ Taken 0% 2% 8% 2% 2% 7% 

2. Threatened 35% 22% 34% 11% 21% 33% 

3. Beaten Someone Up 29% 40% 11% 15% 12% 49% 

4. Robbed 22% 7% 8% 0% 21% 4% 

5. Threaten Weapon 9% 7% 5% 6% . 11% 2% 

6. Sexually Assault 9% 0% 0% 0% 2% 2% 

7. Harassed/Bullied 30% 25% 22% 12% 35% 40% 
------ ----- ----- --------

n=68 n=68 n=65 n=65 n=57 n=57 
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Table 9: Violent Offenses Committed and Experienced by Female Students 

Grade 6 Grade 7 GradeS 
Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator 

1. Lunch$ Taken 2% 2% 6% 5% 11% 3% 

2. Threatened 19% 13% 31% 6% 33% 1.7% 

3. Beaten Someone Up 19% 16% 11% 6% 11% 13% 

4. Robbed 10% 7% 5% 0% 20% 3% 

5. Threaten Weapon 9% 10% 8% 2% 9% 6% 

6. Sexually Assault 6% 0% 3% 0% 7% 0% 

7. Harassed/Bullied 32% 16% 28% 9% 39% 21% 
------ ----- ------ ------ --------

n=68 n=68 n=64 n=64 n=70 n=70 
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The data pre~ented in Table 8 and Table 9 indicate that the female students were almost 
always more likely to report being a victim of violent crime than a perpetrator. However, I 
there were two instances where this is not the case. Grade 6 female students were slightly 
more likely to report being a perpetrator of threatening someone with a weapon than a I 
victim of the same offense and grade 8 female students were also slightly more likely to 
report beating someone up than report being beaten-up by someone. Male students in 
grades 6 and 7 were more likely to report being a victim of violent crime than a I 
perp~trator, but the male students in grade 8 were more likely to report being a 
perpetrator than a victim. 
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Commit Violent Offenses "If They Thought They Could 
Get Away With Jt" 

"] would do more (violent crimes if] thought I could get away with it)." 
(Female, 11 years) 

Students were asked to identify violent offenses they would commit while at school if 
they thought they could get away with it. Figure 13 presents the students' responses to 
this question. Approximately 36 (9%) of the 397 students responding to the survey 
indicated that they would take lunch money from another student. Sixty-seven (17%) of 
the respondents stated that they would threatened someone while at school. An even . 
greater number of students, approximately 86 (22%), indicated that they would assault or 
"beat someone up" while at school. Approximately 30 (8%) students stated that they 
would rob someone, while 24 (6%) of the young people indicated that they would 
threaten or hurt someone with a weapon on school grounds. Eight students (2%) 
indicated that they would sexually assault someone. Seventy-nine of the 397 respondents 
(approximately 20%) admitted that theywouldnariss or bully someone at school and 55 
(14%) stated that they would carry a knife for protection. 
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Figure 13: Percentage ot Students Who Would Commit Violent Offenses 'If 
They Thought They Could Get Away With It" 
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Students were also asked to identify violent offenses which would be committed by 
someone they know wlfile at school if they thought they could get away with it. 
Approximately 127 (32%) students knew someone who would take lunch money from 
someone at school. One hundred and forty-one (36%) of the students knew someone who 
would threaten someone. In addition, 163 (41 %) of the respondents indicated that they 
knew someone who would assault or "beat someone up." Approximately 98 (25%) 
students reported knowing someone who would rob someone and 84 (21%) of the 
students stated that they knew someone who would threaten or hurt someone with a 
weapon on school property if they thought they could get away with it. Forty-three (11 %) 
of the students indicated that they knew someone who would sexually assault another 
student(s). One hundred and forty-nine (38%) of the 397 respondents knew someone who 
would harass or bully someone and 109 (27%) knew someone who would carry a knife 
for protection if they thought they could get away with it. 
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Figure 14: Percentage of Students Who Know Someone Who Would Commit 
Violent Offenses "If They Thought They Could Get Away With It" 

Take Threaten Beat-Up Rob Use a Sexually Harass/ Carry a other 
LunchS Weapon Assault Bully Knife 

Nature of Violent OrtQnsel 

Break Down By Grade Level 

The grade by grade breakdown for this question is presented in Table 10. Grade 6 and 
grade 8 students reported higher rates of committing violent offenses than grade 7 
students if they thought they could get away with it, with students in grade 8 reporting 
the highest rates. Table 10 also L'1.dicates that more students knew of someone who would 
commit violent acts if they could get away with it than they themselves would commit. 
The highest reporting of potential violent crime rates were for assaults and 
harassing/bullying, whether they would be committed by the student themselves or 
someone they know. 
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Table 10: Percentage of Students l-'\Tho Would Commit Violent Offenses 
"If They Thought They Could Get Away With It" 

By Grade Level 

The Student Someone They Know 
Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

1. Taken Lunch $ 7% 8% 12% 33% 20% 43% 

2. Threaten 18% 12% 22% 40% 21% 44% 

3. Beat Someone Up 25% 11% 30% 45% 25% 54% 

4. Rob 10% 6% 7% 28% 15% 32% 

5. Use a Weapon 7% 3% 8% 24% 15% 24% 

6. Sexually Assault 2% 0% 5% 13% 8% 12% 

7. Harass/Bully 18% 10% 33% 37% 25% 50% 

7. Carry a Knife 16% 5% 21% 30% 15% 38% 
----- ------- ----- ------ --------
n=137 n=131 n=127 n=137 n=131 n=127 

Break Down By Grade Level and Gender 

Provided below in Tables 11 and 12 are the percentage of students who reported that they 
""vould commit violent offenses or reported knowing someone who would commit violent 
offenses at school "if they thought they could get away with it" by gender and grade. 

Table 11: Percentage of Students Who Would Commit Violent Offenses 
"If They Thought They Could Get Away With It" 

By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 
Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

1. Taken Lunch $ 7% 2% 7% 7% 8% 11% 

2. Threaten 21% 11% 33% 15% 5% 19% 

3. Beat Someone Up 34% 15% 49% 16% 6% 17% 

4. Rob 9% 0% 4% 10% 5% 4% 

5. Us.~ a Weapon 7% 6% 12% 7% 0% 6% 

6. Sexually Assault 2% 0% 2% 2% 0% 3% 

7. Harass/Bully 18% 12% 40% 18% 11% 29% 

7. Carry a Knife 16% 5% 21% 16% 5% 16% 

n=68 n=65 n=57 n=68 n=64 n=70 
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The data in Table 11 indicates that there were no remarkable differences between the 
reported rates committed by students (Table 5) and th\~ reported rc..\tes of violent offenses 
that students would commit if they thought they could get away with it. It is surprising to 
note, however, that female students reported that they would commit more violent crime 
if they thought they could get away with it than they actually reported committing (Table 
5), while the male students ,reported that they would commit as much or even less. As 
indicated in Table 11, male students would be more likely than female students to 
threaten someone and beat someone up if they thought they could get away with it. 
Grade 7 students, both male and female, would be less likely to commit violent offenses 
even if they thought they could get away with it than the grade 6 and grade 8 students. 

Table 12: Percentage of Students Who Knew Someone 
Who Would Commit Violent Offenses "I/They Thought They Could 

Get Away With It"By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 
Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

1. Taken Lunch $ 37% 26% 37% 29% 14% 44% 

2. Threaten 43% 22% 56% 38% 22% 44% 

3. Beat Someone Up 46% 28% 65% 44% 23% 46% 

4. Rob 32% 15% 21% 24% 16% 34% 

5. Use a Weapon 24% 15% 33% 25% 14% 20% 

6. Sexually Assault .13% 8% 5% 13% 8% 14% 

7. Harass/Bully 41% 28% 49% 34% 23% 43% 

7. Carry a Knife 34% 15% 40% 27% 14:% 34% 

n=68 n=65 n=57 n=68 n=64 n=70 

Grade 7 students, both male and female, were less likely to know someone who would 
commit a violent offense while at school even if they thought they could get away with it. 
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Students' Perceptions' of Responses to Violence in Schools 

"The schools that I have attended in the past have just 
pushed violence under the rug. " 

(Female, 13 years) 

Students' Satisfaction ConCerning Adult Response to Violent Incidents at School 

Students were asked if they were happy with the way violence was dealt with in their 
schools in the past. Two hundred and eleven (53%) of the 397 students who responded to 
the question indicated that they liked the way violence was handled, 148 (3?,~) stated that 
they did not and 38 (10%) did not comment. 

When asked to provide additional comments on how well they believed violence was 
handled in the past, approximately 23% (93) of the students responded. Their comments 
have been broken down into three categories. . 

1. Fifty-six (60%) students stated that they believed violence was not taken as 
seriously as it should be or handled the way they hoped it would have been. "I 
felt that they didn't care if violence happened, they (teachers) would just tell them not to 
do it again"; "Because teachers don't care and I wished they cared because my friend got 
hurt"; "The staff didn't do anyt~ing"; "It's pretty good, but I think we have to be more 
strict"; "We could do better. A stronger system would help. More assemblies, videos and 
talking about violence and how to stop it in schools would be good". 

2. Approximately 22% (20) felt that violence was being handled well. The 
following comments reflect these students views. "I feel it has been handled well 
and I feel safe"; "This school has always done a great job when it comes to violence"; 
"People are better than last year". 

3. Seventeen (18%) stated that the school was either too strict or should become 
stricter, giving more detentions and suspensions. 

Students' Suggestions on Responding to Violence 

Students were asked how they would like to see incidents of violence handled at their 
present school. Approximately 61 % (243) students provided responses to this question, 
and their comments and suggestions have been categorized below. 
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1. Approximately 49% (120) indicated that they would like to have more 
suspensions and detentions or other means of punishment given out to 
perpetrators of violence: "The kids should get suspended and shouldn't go anywhere 
near the person "; "1 would like these people suspended or sent to boarding school"; and 
"Get the people who do all this stuff and expel them". 

2. Seventy-eight (32%) stated that they would like the police or courts involved in 
dealing with violence in schools: "(We had a cop in our school and I wish he'd 
stay)"; "Send them to jail or suspend them"; "I would go up to them and tell them to 
stop and if it doesn't I will tell (a police officer)"; and "1 would like the rules to get 
tougher, get (a policeman) involved". 

3. Twenty-nine (12%) made general comments related to violence in schools: "I 
would like it to be handled fairly"; "No cops"; "Very bad seems nonnal"; and "It 
should be handled fast. More people pick on the new grade 6 students". 

4. Approximately 4% (7) made comments that they would like to see a world with 
no violence where everyone got along well together: "1 would like everyone to be 
happy and no one being bad and stealing"; "I want to see no violence at our school"; 
and "1 would like for people to help each other in the world/I. 
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Summary of Preliminary Findings - School ~' 

The following is a list of some of the key findings based on the students' responses to the 
Student Perceptions of Violence Survey in School 'A' (see Appendix A). 

Students' Perceptions of Violence and Safety From Violence in School 

1. Nearly half of all students felt that there was "Some" to "A Lot" of violence in schools. 
When students who felt that violence does occur, though "Rarely," are added to the 
figure, the percentage of students who believed there was violence in schools (in 
varying degrees) grows to over 80%. 

2. Slightly more male than female students believed that there was "A Moderate 
Amount" to "A Lot" of violence. Grade 6 students were more likely than the students 
in grades 7 and 8 to perceive there to be "Some" to "A Lot" of violence at school. 

3. Three out of 10 students indicated that 'they felt safe from violence "Sometimes" or 
"Not At All" while at school. When students who indicated that they felt safe "Most of 
the Time" are added into the figure, the percentage of , students who did not feel safe at 
some point or another grows to approximately 60%. 

4. Students in grade 6 were least likely to feel safe while at school. This may be due to 
the fact that they were physically the smallest and least mature individuals at school 
and thus may be picked on by older students. 

5. Comments provided by students indicate that feeling safe may be related less to 
whether there was actual violence and more to who was around to provide protection 
or if the student felt he/she could take care of him/herself. 

What constitutes "A Lot" versus "Very Little" violence is, of course, subjective. Just how 
the extent of violence was determined by students was not assessed in the study. The 
purpose of the study was to solicit student perceptions of violence since perceptions are 
likely to influence thinking or behaviour more than anything else. What is important to 
understand is that regardless of how students determined or defined the amount of 
violence in schools, those who believed violence was a problem may be fl~arful and 
adversely affected by their perceptions. The impact of this fear on learning and on the 
quality of life for students has yet to be adequately assessed. 

The relationship between reported perceptions of violence and feeling safe from violence 
while at school is not clear. For example, although students reported that violence was a 
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problem in schools, a large proportion did not report that the level of violence seriously 
effected their own perceptions of safety. . 

However, gender and age differences appear to have some influence on students' 
perceptions. Grade 6 students were not only most likely to report higher levels of 
violence, they were also most likely to report not feeling safe from violence while at 
school. Their higher reported levels of violence and their higher reported levels of feeling 
unsafe while at school may be related to the fact that they were at a new school and were 
generally the youngest and smallest students. 

Male students were more likely to perceive violence to be a serious problem in schools, 
yet female students were slightly more likely to not feel safe. This may be an indication of 
male students' unwillingness to admit that they are frightened by the level of violence 
they believe exists in schools. Bravado and a belief that they should never show others 
they are afraid may have influenced their responses to questions about feeling safe. 
Another possible explanation may be that we, as a society, are still under the impression 
that "boys will be boys" and that among males certain types of violence such as punching, 
kicking or pushing are to be expected and, therefore, are accepted, excused, or tolerated. 

Students' Self .. Reported Victimization While At School 

1. The majority of the students indicated that they had been exposed to violence at school 
either as a victim themselves or through knowing someone who had been victimized. 

2. Students reported that they were most likely to be threatened, beaten-up, robbed, 
verbally harassed, and picked on. The most commonly reported offenses were being 
verbally harassed and being physically threatened. Students were even more likely to 
report knowing someone who had been a victim of the same offenses, the most 
common offenses were being verbally harass"ed and being beaten-up. 

3. Students in grade 7 were more likely to report being victims of violent incidents than 
students in grade 6 and 8 and they were least likely to know someone who had been a 
victim of violence at school. 

4. The reported rates of victimization were similar for male and female students. However, male 
students in grade 6 were more likely than female students in the same grade to report 
being threatened, beaten-up and robbed while at school. In addition, male students in 
grade 6 had the highest reported rate of victimization in the category of sexual assault. 

5. Female students in grade 8 were more likely to report having had lunch money taken 
and to have been threatened, sexually assaulted and harassed/bullied than males in 
the same grade. Female students were more likely to report knowing someone who 
had been a victim of violence while at school, particularly victims of sexual assault. 
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6. Over one-third of those who reported being victimized or knew someone who had 
been victimized did not report the incident to the school, parents or the police. More 
males than females did not report the violence and more students in the higher grades 
did not report. 

7. Students indicated that incidents were most likely to be reported to the school staff 
and parents. A very small number of incidents were reported to the police. 

The extent to which students reported being victims versus being aware of others who 
had been victimized is important in understanding the relative impact and magnitude of 
the problem of violence in schools. Recent research exploring the impact of witnessing 
family violence suggests that observing violence can have the same negative effect on 
children as being victimized (Jaffe, Wolfe, and Wilson, 1990). It is possible that students 
who have been victims and those who have witnessed violence or are aware of the 
victimization of others while at school may also be at equal risk of harm. Victims and 
witnesses of violence at school may also be equally at risk of being harmed further. 

The reported levels of violence in schools experienced or witnessed by students is only 
one facet of the problem. The types of violent activities are also disturbing. Violent activity 
in schools ranges from verbal harassment and bullying to common assault, sexual assault 
and threats with weapons. Students of all grades and both genders were being physically 
threatened, picked on and beaten-up by fellow students, and occasionally by intruders. 

Overall, male and female students appeared to be subject to different types of violence. 
Males were more likely to report being the victims of crimes of physical violence. They 
were more likely to report being threatened, beaten-up and robbed (have something 
stolen using violence). Females reported being more likely to have lunch money taken, to 
be verbally harassed and picked on, or to be victims of sexual assault. The finding that 
grade 6 males were most likely to report being victims of sexual assault while at school 
challenges the current thinking that renders male victimization invisible. The sexuciJ.· 
exploitation of young males is only now becoming recognized as a serious problem in our 
society (Mathews, 1993a). 

Those who believe violence in schools is not serious or a problem overlook an important 
fact: young people are still reluctant to come forward to identify themselves or others as 
victims of violence. The comments provided by students indicate that they did not report 
incidents of "Violence because they were afraid of retaliation, they believed that nothing 
would be done, or that the issue was not serious enough to warrant the involvement of 
others. The belief that nothing would be done reveals much about students' perceptions of 
adults. Students' apparent lack of trust in adults may be based on their own experiences 
or the experiences of people they know or the belief that the adults they have access to do 
not have enough power to control or alter the situation. Finally, the fact that violence 
experienced by students was not deemed serious enough to warrant reporting suggests 
that it may be becoming acceptable or simply tolerated. 
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It is not surprising that male students and older students were less likely to report their 
own victimization or the victimization of others. Males are socialized to believe that they 
have no permission to identify themselves as victims or to allow others to see them as 
victims (Mathews, 1993a). The term "victim" is applied far more to females than males. 
Males run the risk of not being believed or being criticized for not standing up for 
themselves. If they complai11 they are dismissed as "whiners" or "complainers" incapable 
of taking care of themselves. 

It appears that as students get older they begin to view violence as a "normal" part of their 
adolescence or school experience. The older students may also not report because they 
have been around long enough to know that nothing or not enough will be done about 
their disclosures. They simply learn to deal with the problem in their own way and fight 
violence with violence. 

Violent Offenses Committed By Students 

1. Nearly three-quarters of the respondents reported that they or someone they know 
had committed one or more violent offenses while at school. 

2. The most frequently reported incidents committed by students included: beating 
someone up, harassing/bullying, and threatening fellow students. 

3. Many more students reported knowing someone who had committed violent acts than 
they admitted committing themselves. Once again, beating someone up was the most 
frequently reported offense, followed by threatening, harassing/bullying or knowing 
someone who carried a knife for protection. Being threatened or hurt with a weapon at 
school was not a frequently reported form of victimization. Based on these reports, it 
appears that nearly one-third of the student population was carrying a weapon for the 
purpose of protection rather than with the intention of committing an offense. 

4. Students in grade 8 had the highest reported rates of committing violent offenses with 
the rates for grade 6 students close behind. 

5. Male students were generally more likely to report being perpetrators of violent 
offenses at school. In particular, male students were more likely to threaten, beat-up, 
harass, or bully someone. Female students were, however, just as likely to rob another 
student and more likely to report threatening or hurting someone with a weapon. 

6. Female students were more likely to report knowing someone who had committed 
sexual assault while at school. 

7. Nearly two-thirds of the students indicated that the violent incidents committed by 
themselves or someone they know at school had not been reported to the teache:'s, 
parents or the police. 
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8. The main reasons stated for not reporting incidents to an adult were that the students 
were afraid of what might happen to them, they did not want to become involved or 
they believed that the incident was not serious enough in their minds to report it. 

9. Students who indicated that the incidents had been reported identified that parents 
were most commonly informed of the offense followed by school staff or a 
combination of school staff and parents. Students stated that very few incidents they 
committed were reported to police. 

The results iridicate that committing or being aware of others who commit violence was 
common for students of all grades and both genders. The belief that "everybody does it" 
was pervasive. Many students used the reported pervasiveness of violence in schools as a 
rationalization for their own beha"!,iour. Others viewed the use of violence as necessa:ry 
for their own protection. 

For the most part, offenses committed by students and someone they know were 
physically threatening in nature. Physical violence in the form of beating someone up or 
threatening others with bodily harm were two of the most common forms of violence at 
school. In addition, a number of young people indicated that they were aware of other 
students who carried knives. Whether students were carrying knives for their own 
protection or for the intended purpose of committing an offense, knowledge of their 
existence within the school appeared to create a perception that they should be afraid of 
what may happen to them and contributed to the belief that they were entitled to protect 
themselves in whatever way they felt necessary. 

It was surprising to find that the female students reported being as likely to rob and more 
likely to threaten or hurt someom~ with a weapon than the male students. This challenges 
our assumptions about female gender roles. Females tend to be regarded more as victims 
of ~olence. Unfortunately, we have ignored or overlooked the extent to which they are 
perpetrators of violence. There is, however, a growing body of literature that is beginning 
to document the perpetration of violence by females. We possess few answers to the 
question of why young women appear to be acting out in more violent ways now than in 
the past. 

It was not surprising that nearly two-thirds of the student population indicated that the 
violent incidents hp.d not been reported to the school, parents or the police. Students who 
committed violent acts were unlikely to report the incidents themselves. Victims or those 
who were aware of others who had committed the violence chose not to report the 
incident because they were afraid of retaliation, because they did not want to get involved 
and because of an apparent growing acceptanc.e of and tolerance for vi.olence in the 
school. Unfortunately, the lack of reporting encourages more violence. Students who 
commit offenses that are not reported experience no consequences which increases the 
likelihood they wiil reoffend. 
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Students reported most often: to parents followed by school staff. Understanding why 
youth did not report to police, particularly when the violent incidents were serious or 
threatened the physical well-being of students, is an issue worth further investigation. 

Relationship Between Being A Victim and Being A Perpetrator 

1. A between7group compall'ison of the relationship between being a victim and being a 
perpetrator indicates that students in grade 7 were most likely to report being victims 
of violent crime, while grade 8 students were most likely to report being perpetrators. 

2. A within-group assessment indicates that grade 6 and 7 students were more likely to 
report being victims than perpetrators of violent crime. Students in grade 8 were 
almost as likely to report beirtg victims as perpetrators. 

3. Female students were almost always more likely to report being victims of violence 
than a perpetrator with two exceptions. Grade 6 female students were slightly more 
likely to report threatening someone with a weapon than to be threatened. Grade 8 
females were slightly more likely to report beating someone up than to have been 
beaten-up. 

4. Male students in grade 6 and 7 were more likely to report being victims of violence 
than perpetrators, but grade 8 males were more likely to report being perpetrators 
than victims. 

Understanding the relationship between being a victim and being a perpetrator of crime 
has been the focus of much research in the field of criminology. The literature often 
focuses on factors associated with chronic or repeat offending. Central to the development 
of an understanding of victim-perpetrator relationships is the possible link between child 
victimization and later adolescent and adult offending (Caputo and Ryan, 1991). One of 
the more popular theories about the relative nature of this relationship is the belief that 
through repeated victimization, children learn that violence is an acceptable form of 
behaviour. Victimized children also learn that violence is an acceptable means of getting 
what they want. In addition, the fact that such incidents of victimization often go 
unreported and are not addressed, leads the child to believe that this type of behaviour is 
"normal." 

Applying this particular theory to violence within the schools may help us understand the 
relationship between students as victims and perpetrators. It may even help us to 
understand the growing nature of violence in schools. The finding that grade 6 and 7 
students were more likely to be victims than perpetrators of violence is not surprising. 
They were the younger and smaller students in the school and hence more likely to be 
seen as easy targets. However, the relationship between being a victim and being a 
perpetrator begins to balance out with the grade 8 students. Students in grade 8 who have 
been victims of violence over the last couple of years may be begin.."ling to view violence 
as an acceptable form of behaviour. 
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Commit Violent Offenses "If They Thought They Could Get Away With It" 

1. The mest frequently reperted incidents that 'Would be cemmitted by students if they 
theught they could get away with it included beating semeen.e up, harassing/bullying 
semeone, threatening semeone, and carrying a knife fer pretectien. 

2. Mere studE?'nts reperted knewing semeene else whO' weuld cemmit vielent crimes 
while at scheel if they ceuld get away with it than they admitted they weuld cemmit 
themselves. Beating semeene up was the mest frequently reperted effense, follewed 
by bullying/harassing, threatening semeone, and carrying a knife fer protectien. 
These reperted rates were similar to' the actual rates ef vielent crimes cemmitted by 
"semeene they knew." 

3. Grade 7 students, both male and female, reperted being less likely to' commit vielent 
effenses even if they theught they ceuld get away with it than the grade 6 and 8 
students. 

4. Male students reperted being mere likely than female students to' threaten semeene or 
beat semeone up if they theught they ceuld get away with it. 

5. Female students reperted they weuld cemmit mere vielent crime if they theught they 
ceuld get with it than they actually cemmitted, while the male students reperted that 
they weuld cemmit as much er even less. 

Seme believe that students may think about using vielence but will seldem actually de it. 
They believe that students "talk a mean game" but know what is within the acceptable 
realm ef behavieur at scheel. However, a cemparisen ef the actual rates ef perpetratien 
with the anticipated rates ef vielence indicate that the numbers are very similar. In ether 
werds, the number ef students whO' reperted that they weuld participate in vielent 
activity if they theught they ceuld get away with it were actually doing it. It is difficult to 
aveid cencluding that students were participating in vielent activity -because they did in 
fact believe that they could get away with it. 

Students' Perceptions of Responses to Violence at School 

1. Students' epiniens were split en the way vielence was being handled by scheels. Just 
ever half indicated that they were happy with the way in which things have been 
handled, while just under ene-half stipulated that they did net appreve ef the present 
efferts. 

2. Seme ef the students believed that vielence was net being taken serieusly eneugh by 
scheel efficials. 

3. Students advocated fer harsher penalties for perpetraters including more school­
related punishments, such as detentions, suspensiens and expulsions, and more 
involvement frem the police and the courts. 
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Students' responses to the question about their satisfaction with the way in which violence 
was handled revealed a lack of trust and faith in educators to protect them. It was 
interesting to note that many students, some of whom were self-identified as perpetrators 
of violence in school, asked for harsher penalties. Students requested that schools begin to 
form clear boundaries around what is and is not acceptable behaviour at the school. The 
belief that violent students have been allowed to get away with too much for too long was 
evident in many comments offered by the respondents. Students' identified the need for 
schools to take the issue of violence more seriously. 
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Students' Perceptions of Violence and Safety From Violence 
While in School and While on the Way To and From School 

Demographics 

"(School violence) makes me sick and interrupts my education. " 
(Male, 14) 

A total of 457 students completed the questionnaire, 232 males (51 %) and 222 females 
(48%). Three (1%) students did not indicate their gender. The average age of the 
respondents was 13.03 years. The range was from 11 to 17 years. The total number of 
students per grade level was 156 (34%), 160 (35%) and 136 (30%) for grades 7, 8 and 9 
respectively. Five students did not record their grade level. 

Students' Perceptions o/Violence in School 

Students were asked to rate the extent to which they believed there was violence in their 
school. Approximately 63% (285) of those responding to this question felt that there was 
"A Moderate Amount" to "A Lot" of violence in their school. One hundred and sixty-six 
(36%) of the respondents reported that there was either "No Violence" or "Very Little" 
violence. 
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Figure 1: Students· Perceptions of Violence At School 
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Break Down By Gender 

Approximately 62% of both the male (145) and female (139) students believed that there 
was "A Lot" or "A Moderate Amount" of violence in their school. Similarly, 33% of the 

. male (76) and female (74) students indicated that there was "Very Little" violence, while 
4% of the males (10) and 2% of the females (5) felt that there was "No Violence." 

Figura 2: Students' Perceptions at Violence At School By Gender 
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Over half of the grade 7 (56%) and grade 9 (54%) students felt that there was "A Moderate 
Amount" to "A Lot" of violence in their school. In comparison, more grade 8 students 
(74%) believed that there was "A Moderate Amount" to itA Lot" of violence. Less than half 
of the grade 7 (43%) and grade 9 (44%) students indicated that there was "Very Little" or 
"No Violence" in their school compared to less than a quarter of the grade 8 students 
(24%). 
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Figure 3: Students' Perceptions ot Violence At School By Grade 
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Students were asked for their comments on the extent to which they believed violence 
was a problem in their school. Approximately 164 (36%) of the students provided 
comments in response to this question. The nature of their comments are presented below. 

1. Fifty-four (33%) of the respondents commented on the amount of violence in 
their school. Approximately 54% (29) indicated there was a little violence, while 
18 (33%) of the students felt there was a lot. For example, "It's a great school with 
little violence" and "There is a lot of violence at our school in the halls, in class and 
outside." The remaining 7 (13%) offered comments on the extent to which 
violence at their school had changed over the years or how it fares compared to 
the violence in oth~ schools. For example, "1 think our school has more violence 
than other schools" and "It has cooled dawn over the years. " 

2. Approximately 37 (23%) of the students offered comments on the type of 
violence they had witnessed or heard about at school. Twenty-four (65%) 
students indicated that fights or getting "beat-up" was the most common form 
of violence, "People from our school like to pick fights and they get themselves in 
trouble with someone else from other schools." Ten (27%) of the respondents felt that 
other forms of violence also existed such as harassment and verbal abuse, "1 
don't think there is that much violence, but some people do verbally abuse people and 
pick fights." Approximately 3 (8%) of the students commented on the time or 
location of where the violence most often occurred, "There are fights in the cafe at 
lunch time and outside before and after school." 
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3. Thirty-six (22%) of the students offered comments on why they believed there 
was violence in their school. Twelve (33%) of the respondents believed that 
many of the violent incidents were racially based, "A lot of racial disputes", "It's 
usually for real stupidness. Usually over racism." Approximately 13 (36%) of the 
students felt there were a variety of other reasons why students got into fights 
including: to be cool, being a member of a particularly violent group of kids, 
looking at people the wrong way or to prove something. The remaining 11 
(31 %) students indicated that there were no real reasons for the violence or that 
the reasons were "stupid." 

4. Thirty-seven (23%) students commented on the relative impact of violence on 
the students or the school or offered comments on the response to violence in 
their school. Approximately 21 (57%) commented on the impact of violence in 
the school. Ten (48%) of the students felt the violence had not effected them or 
their peers, while the remaining 11 (52%) of the respondents indicated that the 
violence had a negative impact on the students and the school. For example, 
"Everybody says that (our school) is not a real good school and I knaw why", "Makes 
me sick and interrupts my education." Seventeen (43%) respondents commented on 
what the response to the violence was or indicated what they felt should be 
done to deal with it. For example, "There is violence in the whole world, but if we all 
try to stop it in one place at a time, we will make a less violent world", "No one does 
nothing about it. " 

Students' Perceptions of Safety from Violence While at School 

Eighteen per cent (82) of the students reported that they felt safe "All of the Time", 52% 
(236) stated that Ll-tey felt safe "Most of the Time", 25% (116) stated that they" felt safe 
"Some of the Time", 5% (21) "Never" felt safe. Two students did not respond to the' 
question. 

The results can be further broken down into two categories. 

1. Seventy per cent of the students felt that they were either safe "All of the Time" 
or "Most of the Time" while at school. 

2. Approximately 30% of the students (3 out of 10) stated that they felt safe "Some 
of the Time" or 'Never" felt safe while at school. 
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Figure 4: Students' PercepHons ot Safety From VIolence While At School 
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Break Down By Gender 

Female students were slightly less likely than male students to feel safe while at school. 
Approximately 73% (168) of the male students indicated that they felt safe at school "All 
of the Time" or "Most of the Time" compared to 67% (150) of the female students. 
Similarly, while 27% (64) of the male students felt safe from violence while at school 
"Sometimes" or "Never," 32% (71) of the female students indicated that t.Itey felt safe 
"Sometimes" or ''Never.'' 
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figure 5: Students' Perceptions ot Safety While At School By Gender 
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Break Down By Grade Level 

Grade 7 and 8 students reported feeling less safe. from violence while at school than the 
students in grade 9. This is not surprising given that grade 9 students were less likely to 
be intimidated by younger and smaller students. Approximately 65% (101) of grade 7 
students and 66% (105) of grade 8 students felt safe while at school "All of the Time" or 
"Most of the Time" compared to 81 % (110) of the students in grade 9. Similarly, 35% (55) 
of the respondents in grade 7 and 33% (54) of the students in grade 8 indicated that they 
felt safe from violence while at school "Sometimes" or "Never" compared to 19% (25) of 
grade 9 students. 
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Figure 6: Students' Perceptions of Safety While At School By Grade 
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Students were also asked for their cO!rilll.entsQI;whether they felt safe from vioience 
while- at sc'1Q91.Among the respoI\~es of the 127 (28%) students who made an additional 
comment, threefurungQ~~~_ :e~!Wrged: 

1. Approximately 47% (59) commented on why they felt safe while at school. 
Many of the respondents indicated they felt safe with teachers or friends 
around. Others felt they could look after themselves. The most common reason 
noted for feeling safe was that students kept to themselves and did not get 
involved. 

2. Fifty (39%) stated that they did not really feel safe because they never knew 
when or if they would be the next target of violence. 

3. Eighteen (14%) offered more general comments about feeling or not feeling safe 
while at school. 
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Students' comments indicate that feeling safe may not be directly related to whether there 
was violence, but may pertain more to who was around to provide protection or whether 
they felt capable of taking care of themselves. It is interesting to note that many of the 
comments reflected fear, not from having been a victim of violence, but from the fact that 
they felt they were "at risk" of being a victim of violence while 'at school. For example, "1 
don 't feel safe at school because there are people at school that like to beat people up for fun," 
"Sometimes I think that some girls will corne up to me and start beating me up even though I do 
nothing" or "Who knows when someone would decide to pounce on you.." 

. 
Students' Perceptions af Safety from Violence While on Their Way to and from School 

Thirty per cent (137) of students reported that they felt safe "All of the Time", 44% (201) 
stated that they felt safe "Most of the Time", 20% (89) stated that they felt safe "Some of the 
Time", and 5% (25) ''Never'' felt safe. Five students did not respond to this qu~stion. 

The results can be further broken down into two categories. 

1. Seventy-four per cent of students felt they were either safe "All of the Time" or 
"Most of the Time" while on their way to and from school. 

2. Approximately 25% of students (lout of 4) stated that they felt safe "Some of 
the Time" or ''Never'' felt safe while on their way to and from school. 

The results indicate that more students felt safer while on their way to and from school 
than while at school. 
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Figure 7: Students' PercepHons of Safety While On their Way To and From 
School 
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Break Down By Gender 

Approximately 75% (172) of the male students reported that they felt safe on their way to 
and from school "All of the Time" or "Most of the Time" compared to 74% (164) of the 
female students. In addition, 25% of both male (58) and female (55) students felt safe from 
violence while on their way to and from school "Sometimes" or 'Never. 
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Figure 8: Students' Perceptions of Safety While On TheIr Way To and From 
School By Gender 
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Break Down By Grade Level 

Students reported feeling safer with each higher grade. Approximately 70% (109) of grade 
7 students, 74% (119) of grade 8 students, and 80% (108) of the students in grade 9 felt safe 
while on their way to and from school "All of the Time" or "Most of the Time." Similarly, 
29% (46) of the respondents in grade 7, 25% (40) of the students in grade 8, and 18% (25) 
of grade 9 students indicated that they felt safe from violence while on their way to and 
from school "Sometimes" or "Never." 
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Figure 9: Students' Perceptions ot Safety While On their Way To and From 
School By Grade 
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Students were also asked for their comments on whether they felt safe from violence 
while on their way to and from school. Among the responses of the 114 (25%) students 
who answered the question, three main points emerged: 

1. Approximately 46% (52) commented on why they felt safe while on their way to 
and from school. Many of the respondents indica.ted that they felt safe because 
they always walked with friends or had thei.7 parents drive them to and from 
school. Others felt safe because they lived so close to the school. 

2. Forty-nine (43%) stated that they did not really feel safe because they never 
knew when or if they would be the next target of violence. Many were 
concerned with the people who hung around outside the school at the end of 
the day. Others were frightened by media reports about the abductions of 
young women. 

3. Thirteen (11 %) offered more general comments about feeling or not feeling safe 
while on their way to and from school. 

Once again the comments indicate that feeling safe may not be related to whether there 
was violence, but may pertain more to who was around to provide protection or whether 
they felt capable of taking care of themselves. M:.my of the comments about not feeling 
safe were related to potential dangers posed by strangers and not necessarily by threats 
posed by other students. Students reported feeling most afraid on their way home from 
school. For example, "! never feel safe because of the things you here in the newspaper", "! feel 
safe when it's light, but not in the dark" and "You never know who can see you on the TTC and 
who may follow you home. II 
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Students' Self-Reported Victimization While At School and 
While On Their Way To and From School 

"It's not as bad coming and going to school as it is being all bunched together 
and getting hostile and violent in school." 

(Male, 13 years) 

Students' Self-Reported Victimization While At School 

Students were asked to identify violent Incidents which had happened to them while at 
school. Approximately 30 (7%) of the 457 students responding to this question stated that 
they had had lunch money taken from them. Nearly one-quarter (23%) said they had been 
physically threatened. Approximately 60 (13%) students had been beaten-up while in 
school. Fourteen (3%) students reported being assaulted with a weapon and 34 (7%) 
reported being threatened with a weapon. Twenty-five (5%) of the respondents indicated 
that they had had something stolen with threats or physical violence. Nine (2%) students 
stated that they had been sexually assaulted and 25 (6%) reported being sexually harassed 
while at school. One hundred and eighty-eight (41 %) reported being verbally harassed or 
picked on by others. 

Figure 10: Violent Offenses CommlHed Against Students While At School 
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Ii • 
Students were also asked to identify violent crimes which have happened to someone they I 
know while at school. Approximately 157 (34%) of the 457 students reported knowing 
someone who had their lunch money taken. Approximately 226 (50%) said they knew I 
someone who had been physically threatened. Approximately 242 (53%) of the students 
knew someone who had been beaten-up while in school. Seventy-six (17%) reported 
knowing someon.e who had been assaulted with a weapon and 93 (20%) reported I 
knowing someone who had been threatened with a weapon. One hundred and sixteen 
(25%) indicated that they knew someone who had had something stolen from them using 
threats or physical violence. Forty-two (9%) students stated that they knew someone who I 
had been sexually assaulted and 53 (12%) reported knowing someone who had been 
sexually harassed. Two hundred and seventy-three (60%) reported knowing someone I 
who had been verbally harassed or picked on by others while at school. 
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Figure 11: Violent Offenses Committed Against Samaone They Know While 
At School 
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Break Down By Grade Level 

Grade 7 and grade 9 students appear to be experiencing more violence than those in 
grade 8. Grade 7 students were more likely to be physically threatened, beaten-up, 
assaulted with a weapon, and sexually assaulted. Grade 9 students were more likely to 
have had lunch money taken, or to be threatened with a weapon, sexually and verbcilly 
harassed or picked on. In addition, the older students were more likely to know other 
students who had been victims of violent crimes while at school. 

53 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I Table 1: Students' Self-Reported Victimization 

By Grade 

I The Student Someone They Know 
Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 

I 1. Lunch$ Taken , 5% 6% 10% 2S% 40% 34% 

2. Threatened 26% 23% 21% 43% 49% 55% 

I 
3. Beaten-up 16% 14% 9% 49% 55% 55% 

4. Assaulted Weapon 4% 4% 2% 12% 14% 26% 

I 
5. Threaten Weapott 8% 4% 10% 17% 1S% 29% 

6. Something Stolen 5% 6% 7% 23% 29% 24% 

7. Sexually Assault 3% 1% 2% S% S% 13% 

I S. Sexually Harass 5% 3% 9% S% 9% 1S% 

9. Harassed/Picked on 37% 43% 45% 47% 68% 66% 

I ------- ... _----- --------
n=156 n=160 n=136 tt=156 tt=160 tt=136 

I 
Break Down By Grade Level and Gender 

Provided below in Table 2 and Table 3 are the self-reported rates of victimization of the 

I 
students themselves and someone they know broken down by gender and grade. 

Table 2: Students' Self-Reported Victimization 

I By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 

I Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 GradE'7 GradeS Grade 9 

1. Lunch$ Taken 5% 3% 9% 4% 10% 10% 

I 2. Threatened 2S% 22% 29% 25% 23% 14% 

3. Beaten-up 20% 22% 15% 12% 7% 3% 

I 4. Assaulted Weapott 6% 5% 3% 2% 3% 0% 

5. Threaten Weapott 11% 7% 15% 6% 1% 6% 

I 
6. Somethittg Stolen 6% 7% 6% 3% 4% 24% 

7. Sexually Assault 2% 0% 0% 4% 3% 3% 

S.Sexually Harass 1% 1% 0% 10% 5% 17% 

I 9. Harassed/Picked Ott 33% 40% 35% 44% 48% 54% 

I 
tt=86 tt=81 tt=65 n=69 n=77 tt=71 

I 
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The rates of victimization for males and females were, for the most part, similar. 
However, there were some differences worth noting. On average, the male students were 
much more likely than the female students to have been beaten-up and threatened with a 
weapon, while slightly more likely to be physically threatened or assaulted with a 
weapon. The female students were more likely than the male students to have been 
sexually or verbally harassed and picked on and slightly more likely to have their lunch 
money taken and to be victims of sexual assault. Female students in grade 9 were more 
likely than any other subgroup of either gender to report having something stolen from 
them using threats or physical violence. 

Female students in grades 8 and 9 were more likely than the female students in grade 7 to 
report knowing someone who had been a victim of violence while at school. Grade 7 male 
students were more likely than grade 7 female students to report knowing people who 
had been victims of violence while at school. However, the female students in grade 8 and 
9 were more likely than the male students in the same grades to k.now someone who had 
been a victim of each violent crime while at school with the exception of having 
something stolen with threats or physical violence. This last finding is surprising given 
that Table 2 indicated that the female students in grade 9 were more likely to be victims of 
this particular violent activity themselves. 

Table 3: Students' Reported Victimization of "Someone They Know" 
By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 
Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 

1. Lunch$ Taken 30% 37% 28% 25% 44% 39% 

2. Threatened 48% 43% 48% 38% 57% 62% 

3. Beaten-up 58% 56% 45% 38% 56% 65% 

4. Assaulted Weapon 15% 11% 22% 9% 17% 30% 

5. Threatened Weapon 20% 16% 23% 13% 20% 34% 

6. Something Stolen 28% 35% 25% 17% 23% 24% 

7 Sexually Assault 11% 1% 5% 6% 1-4% 20% 

8. Sexually Harass 7% 4% 5% 10% 16% 31% 

7. Harassed/Bullied 47% 63% 55% 48% 74% 72% 

n=86 n:::81 n=65 n=69 n=77 n=71 
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Incidents Involvi11.,"~ A Gangl Group 

Students were asked to identify which of the violent crimes that had happened to them or 
someone they know, had been committed by a gang/group of 2 or more people. 
Approximately 60 (32%) of the 187 incidents of having "lunch money taken" were 
committed by a gang/group. Approximately 140 (42%) of the 332 "physically threatened" 
incidents were committed by a gang/group. Similarly, 134 (44%) of the total 302 "beaten­
up" incidents reported by the respondents were committed by a gang/group. Forty-six 
(51 %) of the 90 incidents of having been "assaulted by a weapon" and 60 (47%) of the 127 
incidents of having been "threatened with a weapon" were identified as having been 
committed by a gang/group. Sixty-three (45%) of the total 141 incidents of "something 
stolen with threats or physical violence" were committed by a gang/group of 2 or more 
people. Ten (20%) of the 51 incidents of sexual assault reported and 20 (26%) of the 75 , 
incidents of sexual harassment reported were committed by a gang/group. One hundred I 

and ninety-six (43%) of the total 461 incidents of verbal harassment or being pic~ed on 
were also committed by a gang/ group. 
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Figure 12: Percentage ot Violent Offenses CommlHed Against Students 01 

Someone They Know That Were Perpetrated By A Gang/Group 
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Nclure of Violent Offenses 

Students were asked to provide additional comments on the self-reported data. 
Approximately 87% (398) of the 457 students chose not to answer this question. The 
majority (52%) of the 58 respondents provided further comments on the nature of the 
incident(s) that happened to them or someone they know, such as "Get teased about body 
parts, rude sick comments. I hate it, but I try to ignore it." The remaining comments provided 
by the respondents can be collapsed into four categories. 
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1. Eight (14%) students voiced opinions about what is or is not being done or 
should be done to address violence. For example, "! think that when someone does 
something to you, they'll continue doing it unless you do something about it" and "! 
think that if problems happen, then you should tell someone. " 

2. Eight (14%) respondents offered their general reactions to the amount of 
violence in their school. For example, "!t's scary" and "Our school is better in this 
way than many other schools. " 

3. Seven (12%) discussed why they believe the violence was occurring, such as "! 
think all this just happens because they want to feel strong and look cool in class if 
someone teases you. " 

4. Approximately 8% (5) of the s~dents commented on why none of the incidents 
had happened to them, such as "! tn) not to get involved with these incidents. " 

Reporting Rates of Violent Incidents Which Occurred At School 

Students were asked if they had reported any of the above incidents to school staff,' 
parents, or the police. Approximately 86% (391) of the 457 respondents indicated that they 
or someone they know had been a victim of one or more violent incidents while at school. 
Fifty-four per cent (209) of the students reported the incident(s). A break down. of who the 
students were most likely to report the incidents to is provided below in FiglllIe 13. 
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Figure 13: Who Students Reported Incldent(s) To 
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Students who reported incidents to parents, teachers or police were also asked to 
comment on what happened as a result of the disclosure. Of the 209 students that 
reported the incident(s), 126 (60%) responded to this question. The results are grouped 
into six categories. 
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1.. Fourteen (11 %) of the students chose to provide further details on the nature of 
. the incident(s). 

2. Forty-eight (38%) responded by stating that "nothing" or "not too much" 
happened as a result of reporting the l~cident(s). 

3. Approximately 18% (23) stated that some sort of disciplinary action was taken 
such as a suspension, expulsion, punishment, or arrested or charged. 

4. Twenty-one (17%) of the students who reported violent incidents indicated that 
the perpetrator(s) and victim(s) were spoken to by the principal, guidance 
counsellor, parents, or police. 

S. ~leven (9%) stated that when they told their parents/staff some form of advice 
followed, such as: "The school staff told us to stay away from each other" and liMy 
parents told me to avoid him and to report to them when .things like that happen. " 

6. Approximately 7% (9) of the respondents indicated that the perpetrator was 
given a warning by school staff or the police. 

Students who reported the incident were also asked to mdicate whether or not they were 
happy with the way in which the incident was handled. Seventy-eight (37%) of the 209 
young people that had reported the incident to one of more of the three parties indicated 
that they were happy with the way the incident was addressed. Below is a breakdown of 
the percentage of students who were happy with the way the incident was handled based 
upon who they had reported the incident(s) to. 
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Figure 14: Students Who Were Happy With How Incldenf(s) Was Handled 
Based On Who Thay Reported To 
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Although students were less likely to report the incident(s) to the police, those who did I 
were more happy with the way in which it was handled. This was the case for incidents 
where the students reported to the police only, to the police and school staff, and to police I 
and parents. 

Of the 209 students who reported the incident(s), 28% (58) also provided comments about I 
why they were or were not happy with the way in which the incident(s) was/were 
handled. 

1. Approximately 40% (23) of the students offered comments related to being .1 
happy with the way in which the situation(s) was/were handled. The majority 
(57%) of the comments indicated the: "he students were happy with the way the 
situation was handled because the incident(s) did not occur again. Four (17%) I 
of the respondents were happy because someone did something about the 
incident(s) and six (26%) offered more general comments about being happy I 
with the way things were handled. 

2. Twenty-seven (47%) of the respondents provided additional comments about 
being unhappy with the way in which the incident(s) was/were handled. Seven I 
(26%) of the respondents provided very general comments about the fact that 
they did not like the way things were handled. Eleven (41 %) offered more 
specific information about why they did not like the way the situation(s) was I 
handled For example, "I don 't think it (the repercussions) was enough" and 
"Nothing happened to them (the perpetrators)." Nine (33%) of the students I 
indicated that they were not happy because the way it was handled had no 
significant impact on stopping the incident(s) from happening again. 

3. Eight (13%) indicated that they were unsure of whether or not they were I 
completely happy with the way in which the incident(s) was/were addressed. 

Students who reported the incident(s) were asked to indicate whether or not the incident I 
had occurred again. Of the 209 students that reported the incident(s), 56 (27%) indicated 
that it had occurred again. Figure 15 provides a breakdown of the percentage of young 
people that indicated that the incident(s) had occurred again based upon who they had I 
reported the incident(s) to. 

As the figures in Figure 15 indicate, incidents were less likely to occur again when I 
reported to the police, whether it was reported to the police alone or in conjunction with 
another party. The results also indicate that a high percentage of incidents reoccurred 
when reported to school staff, whether reported to school staff alone or in addition to I 
parents and/or the police. 
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Figure 15: Percentage ot Incldent(s) Which Occurred Again Based Upor 
. Who The Students Reported the Incldent(s) To 
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Approximately 45% (175) of the 391 who reported that they or someone they know had 
been a victim of one or more violent incidents while at school also indicated that they had 
not reported ¢e incidents. 

Break Down By Gender 

Approximately 85% (196) of the male students and 87% (194) of the female students 
indicated that they or someone they know had been a victim of one or more violent 
incidents while at school. The results further indicate that 45% (88) of the male students 
did not report the incidents compared to 40% (77) of the female respondents. 

Break Down by Grade Level 

Approximately 82% (128) of students in grade 7, 85% (136) of students in grade 8 and 90% 
(122) of students in grade 9 reported that they or someone they know had been a victim of 
one or more violent incidents . .Forty (31%) of the respondents in grade 7, 46% (62) in 
grade 8 and 52% (63) in grade 9 did not report the incidents to either the school, their 
parents or the police. 

Students who did not report the incident(s) were asked to comment on why they did not 
report. Of the total 175 students who did not report the incident(s), 98% (172) provided 
comments explaining why. 
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1. Approximately 52 (30%) of the respondents were concerned for their own 
personal safety or the safety of their friends. Students feared that reporting to 
anyone would result in retaliation from the perpetrator(s). For example, 
"Because I thought that if I report the incident to the school, then I will get in trouble by 
the people who were involved" and "Because I don't want to get beat-up. " 

2. Fifty-five (32%) of the students did not report the incident(s) because they felt 
that it was not serious enough to warrant involvement from others. Many of 
these respondents felt that they could take care of the incident themselves or 
that it was not important enough to be reported. For example, "Because I can 
stick up for myself" and "Sometimes if it's a little thing, you wouldn't want to get into 
all that trouble. " 

3. Forty-seven (27%) of the respondents indicated that they did not report the 
incident because they did not want to get involved. Some of the students felt 
that it was not their responsibility to report the incident if it happened to 
someone else. Others did not want to get involved and risk getting a reputation 
for being a tattletale. For example, "Didn't want to get involved" or "I didn't think 
it was my place to tell on someone else if they didn't do anything to me. " 

4. Approximately 11 % (18) of the students stated that the incident had already 
been reported by someone else or they believed that no one would do anything 
even if they did report it. For example, "Because I thought that nobody would 
believe me because there was a -gun involved" and "There was already a teacher there 
who took care of it. " 

Students who had not reported the incident(s) were asked to indicate whether or not the 
incident had occurred again. Of the 175 students who had not reported the incident(s), 69 
(39%) indicated t.l-tat it had occurred again. This rate is approximately 10% higher than the 
rates of reoccurrence experienced by those that had reported the incident(s). 

Students' Self-Reported Victimization While On Their Way To And From School 

Students were also asked to identify violent incidents which had happened to them while 
on their to and from school. Approximately 11 (2%) of the 457 students responding to this 
question stated that they had had lunch money taken from them. Fifty-six (12%) of the 
students stated that they had been threatened. Approximately 51 (11%) of the students 
had been beaten-up while on their way to or from school. Thirteen (3%) students reported 
being assaulted with a weapon and 25 (6%) reported being threatened with a weapon. 
Twenty-five (6%) of the respondents indicated that they had had something stolen with 
threats or physical violence. Eight (2%) students stated that they had been sexually 
assaulted and 23 (5%) reported being sexually harassed while on their way to or from 
school. One hundred and twenty-three (27%) reported being verbally harassed or picked 
on by others. Six (1 %) students had been victimized by "other" forms of violence while on 
their way to and from school. 
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Figure !6: Violent Offenses Committed Against Students On Their Way To 
and From School 
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Students were also asked to identify violent crimes that had happened to someone they 
know while on their way to and from school. Approximately 64 (14%) of the 457 students 
reported knowing someone who had had their lunch money taken. Approximately 127 
(28%) of the students stated that they knew someone who had been physically threatened. 
Approximately 172 (38%) students knew someone who had been beaten-up while on their 
way to or from school. Forty-six (10%) students reported knowing someone who had been 
assaulted with a weapon and 72 (16%) reported knowing someone who had been 
threatened with a weapon. Eighty-eight (19%) indicated that they knew someone who had 
had something stolen from them using threats or physical violence. Twenty-seven (6%) 
students stated that they knew someone who had been sexually assaulted and 38 (8%) 
reported knowing someone who had been sexually harassed. One hundred and eighty­
eight (41 %) reported knowing someone who had been verbally harassed or picked on by 
others while on the way to or from school. In the final category of "other," 5 (1 %) students 
knew someone who had been victimized by another form of violence, such as being 
"followed by someone." 

62 



100 

80 

60 

40 

20 

o 

Figure 17: Violent Offenses Committed Against Someone They Know While 
On Their Way To and From School 
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Break Down by Grade Level 

Grade 7 and grade 8 students appear more likely to have been victimized than the grade 9 
students. This finding differs from the rates of violence experienced while at school. Grade 
8 students reported feeling safer in school, while grade 9 students were more likely to feel 
safe from violence while on their way to and from school. The students in grade 7 appear 
to have higher rates of victimization in school as well as on their way to and from school. 
Students in grade 7 reported that they were more likely to be physically threatened, 
beaten-up, and sexually assaulted while on their way to and from school. Grade 8 
students were more likely to have been threatened with a weapon and verbally harassed 
or picked on. Students in grade 9 were most likely to report being victims of sexual 
harassment while on their way to and from school. 

Students in grades 8 and 9 were more likely to know someone who had been a victim of 
violence on their way to or from school. In particular, students in grade 9 indicated that 
they were more likely to know someone who had been physically threatened and 
assaulted or threatened with a weapon. Grade 8 students were more likely to know 
someone who had had lunch money taken from them, had been beaten-up or had been 
harassed or picked on while on their way to and from school. 
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Table 4: Students' Self-Reported Victimization 
By Grade 

The Student Someone They Know 
Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 

1. LUhch$ Taken 2% 3% 2% 13% 19% 10% 

2. Threatened 17% 13% 7% 24% 28% 33% 

3. Beaten-up 15% 13% 4% 39% 41% 35% 

4. Assaulted Weapon 3% 4% 2% 10% 7% 14% 

5. Threaten Weapon 5% 7% 4% 12% 18% 18% 

6. Something Stolen 7% 5% 4% 19% 19% 21% 

7. Sexually Assault 3% 1% 2% 7% 4% 7% 

8. Sexually Harass 2% 6% 8% 3% 11% 11% 

9. Harassed/Picked on 26% 31% 24% 31% 51% 43% 

----- ------ ------
n=156 n=160 n=136 n=156 n=160 n=136 

Break Down By Grade Level and Gender 

Provided below in Table 5 and Table 6 are the self-reported rates of victimization of the 
students themselves and someone they know while on their way to and from school 
broken down by gender and grade. 

The results presented in Table 5 indicate the extent to which male and female students 
reported being victims of violence while on their way to and from school. The rates of 
reported victimization were, for the most part, higher for the male students. However, the 
.female students were more likely to be victims of sexual assault and sexual and verbal 
harassment. The greatest distinction in the rates of reported victimization appear to be 
between the male and female students in grade 7. 
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Table 5: Students' Self-Reported Victimization I 
By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students I 
Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 

1. Lunch$ Taken 1% 4% 3% 3% 3% 1% I 
2. Threatened 23% 15% 14% 9% 11% 1% 

3. Beaten-up 22% 12% 6% 7% 14% 3% I 
4. Assaulted Weapon 5% 4% 2% 2% 4% 1% 

5. Threaten Weapon 7% 10% 5% 3% 4% 4% I 6. Something Stolen 12% 5% 6% 2% 5% 3% 

7. Sexually Assault 1% 0% 2% 4% 1% 3% 

I 8.Sexually Harass 0% 3% 0% 4% 9% 16% 
,1 

9. Harassed/Picked on 27% 31% 17% 26% 33% 30% 

I n=86 n=81 n=65 n=69 n=77 n=71 

Table 6: Students' Reported Victimization of"Someone They Know" I 
By Gender and Grade 

I 
Atfale Students Female Students 

Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 

I 1. J,unc1t$ Taken 20% 17% 8% 4% 22% 11% 

2. Threatened 31% 22% 31% 16% 34% 35% 

3. Beaten-up 49% 35% 28% 26% 48% 41% I 
4. Assaulted Weapon 15% 4% 12% 4% 10% 16% 

5. Threatened Weapon 15% 17% 15% 9% 20% 20% I 
6. Sometl1ing Stolen 29% 16% 19% 7% 22% 23% 

7 Sexua.lly Assault 9% 1% 6% 4% 7% 9% I 
8. Sexua.lly Harass 2% 3% 5% 4% 21% 17% 

7. Harassed/Bullied 31% 51% 32% 32% 52% 52% I 
n=86 n=81 n=65 n=69 n=77 n=71 

Female students in grade 8 and 9 were more likely than the female students in grade 7 to I 
report knowing someone who had been a victim of violence while on their way to or from 
school. Males in grade 7 were more likely than the older males to report knowing I someone who had been a victim of violent offenses while on their way to or from school. 
Male grade 7 students were more likely than the female grade 7 students to know people 
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who had been victims of violent ll'1cidents while at school. However, the female students 
in grade 8 and 9 were more likely than the m.ale students in the same grades to report 
knowing someone who had been a victim of violent crime while on their way to or from 
school 

Incidents Involving a Gangl Group 

Students were also asked to identify which of the violent crimes that had happened to 
them or someone they know while on their way to or from school, had been committed by 
a gang/group of 2 or more people. Approximately 34 (45%) of the 75 reported incidents 
of having "lunch money taken ll were committed by a gang/gro"\1p of two or more people. 
Approximately 98 (54%) of the 183 "physically threatened" incidents were committed by a 
gang/group. Similarly, 98 (44%) of the total 223 "beaten-up" incidents reported by the 
respoiidents were committed by a gang/group. Twenty-two (37%) of the 59 incidents of 
having been lIassaulted by a weapon" and 39 (40%) of the 97 "threatened with a weapon" 
reported by students, whether the incidents occurred to the student or someone they 
know, were identified as having been committed by two or more people. Fifty-four (48%) 
of the total 113 incidents of IIsomething stolen with threats or physical violence" were 
committed by a gang/group of 2 or more people. Twelve (34%) of the 35 incidents of 
sexual assault reported and 23 (38%) of the 61 incidents of sexual harassment reported 
were committed by a gang/group. One hundred and thirty-seven (44%) of the total 311 
incidents of verbal harassment or being picked on were also committed by a gang/ group. 
In the final category of "other," 3 (27%) of the l1"other" incidents reported were 
committed by a gang/ group of two or more people. 
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Figure 18: Percentage of Violent Offenses CommlHed Against Students or 
Someone They Know While On their Way To and From School ThlJt Were 

PerpGfrated By A Gang/Group 
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Nalure of Violent Offense. 
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Students were also asked to comment on the self-reported data. Approximately 93% (425) 
of the 457 students chose not to offer additional comments to this question. Thirty-four 
(47%) students provided further comments on the nature of the incident(s) that happened 
to them or someone they know, and can be summcuized into four categories. 

1. Seven (20%) of the students voiced their opinions on why they believed the 
violence was occurring. For example, "Most of the violence is racially motivated." 
and "I think most of these incidents occur on the way to and from school because there 
are no teachers or adults. " 

2. Five (15%) of the respondents offered comparative statements about the amount 
of violence in their school versus outside the school. For example, "It' s not as bad 
coming and going to school as it is being all bunched together and getting hostile and 
violent in school, " 

3. Three (9%) discussed how they felt about the violence, such as "I hate it" and "1 
don't want it to happen. " 

4. Approximately 9% (3) of the students commented on why none of the incidents 
had happened to them, such as "1 guess the reason why hardly any of these things 
happen to me is because I'm always with a group of people. " 

Reporting Rates of Violent Incidents Which Occurred While On Th.e Way To 
And From School 

Students were asked if they had reported any of the above incidents, whether they had 
occurred to them or someone they know, to school staff, parents, or the police. 
Approximately 70% (318) of the 457 respondents indicated that they or someone they 
know had been a victim of one or more violent incidents while on their way to and from 
school. Forty-seven per cent (151) of the students reported the incident(s). A break down 
of. who the students were most likely to report the incidents to is provided below in 
Figure 19. 
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Figure 19: Who Students Report€ld Incldent(s) To 
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Students were less likely to report the incident(s) to the police, whether it be to the police 
alone or in combination with school staff and/or parents, than any other group or 
individual. The results also indicate a remarkable increase in the percentage of youth that 
reported incident(s) to parents and a remarkable decrease in the number of young people 
that reported incident(s) to school staff in comparison to the rates of reporting for 
incident(s) of violence that occurred while at school (see in Figure 13). These results were 
not surprising. Parents are often the first people students have contact with following the 
commission of an offense outside of the school, whereas school staff are the most 
immediate authority figures available when an incident occurs within the school. 

Students who reported incidents to parents, teachers or police were also asked to 
comment on what happened as a result of the disclosure. Of the 151 students that 
reported the incident(s), 68 (45%) responded to this question. The results are grouped into 
four categories. 

1. Approximately 46% (31) responded by stating that "nothing" or "not too much" 
happened as a result of reporting the incident(s). 

2. Eighteen (27%) stated that some sort of disciplinary action was taken against the 
perpetrator such as a suspension, expulsion, punishment or the person being 
arrested or charged. 

3. Thirteen (19%) of the students indicated that the perpetrator(s) and victim(s) 
were spoken to by the principal, guidance counsellor, parents or police. 

4. Six (9%) stated that when they told their parents/staff some form of advice 
followed, such as: "My parents told me to be really careful while walking on the 
streets." 
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Students who had reported the incident(s) were also asked to indicate whether or not they I 
were happy with the way in which the incident was handled. Forty-two (28%) of the 151 
young people that had reported the incident(s) to one of more of the three parties I 
indicated that they were happy with the way the incident was handled. The results 
indicate that less students were happy with the way incidents which occurred on their 
way to and from school were handled compared to the handling of offenses which I 
occurred while in school. Provided below in Figure 20, is a breakdown of the percentage 
of students who were happy with the way the incident was handled based upon who 
they had reported the incident(s) to. I 

Figure 20: Students Who Were Happy With How Incldent(s) Was Handled I 
Based On Who They Reported To 
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Although students were less likely to report the incident(s) to the police, those who did 
were more happy with the way in which it was handled. The results also indicate that 
students who reported the incident(s) to school staff were also happy with the way in 
which it was handled. 

Of the 151 students who reported the incident(s), 15% (23) also provided comments about 
why they were or were not happy with the way in which the incident(s) was handled. 

1. Approximately 17% (4) of the students offered comments related to being 
happy with the way in which the situation(s) was or (were) handled. The 
commen.ts indicated that students were happy because the incident(s) did not 
occur again or because someone did something about the incident(s). 

2. Thirteen (57%) of the respondents provided additional comments about being 
unhappy with the way in which the incident(s) was handled. They did not like 
the way things were handled because the response was seen as not being severe 
enough or unfair or had no significant impact on stopping the incident(s) from 
happening again. 
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3. Six (26%) indicated that they were unsure of whether or not they were 
completely happy with the way in which the incident(s) was handled. 

Students who reported the incident(s) were asked to indicate whether or not the incident 
had occurred again. Of the 151 students that reported the incident(s), 34 (23%) indicated 
that it had occurred again. Figure 41 provides a breakdown of the percentage of young 
people that indicated that the incident(s) had occurred again based upon who they had 
reported the incident(s) to. 

Figure 21: Percentage of Incident(s) Which Occurred Again Based Upon 
Who The Students Reported the Incident(s) To 
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The results presented in Figure 21 indicate that incidents were less likely to occur again 
when reported to the police, particularly when reported to the police and either school 
staff or parents. The results also indicate a high percentage of repeat occurrences among 
those incidents that were reported to school staff and parents and to all three parties. This 
rate was also high for reported incidents that occurred in the school. 

Incidents Not Reported 

Approximately 53% (167) of the 318 who indicated that they or someone they know had 
been a victim of one or more violent incidents while at school also indicated that they had 
not reported the incidents. 

Break Down By Gender 

Approximately 70% (163) of the male students and 70% (155) of u'le female students 
reported that they or someone they know had been a victim of one or more violent 
incidents while at school. The results further indicated that 51 % (83) of the male students 
did not report the incidents compared to 54% (84) of the female respondents. 
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Break Down by Grade Level 

Approximately 66% (103) of students in grade 7, 76% (121) of students in grade 8 and 67% 
(91) of students in grade 9 reported that they or someone they know had been a victim of 
one or more violent incidents. Fifty (49%) of the respondents in grade 7, 50% (61) in grade 
8 and 62% (56) in grade 9 did not report the incidents to either the sCl'lool, their parents or 
the police. 

Students who did not report the incident(s) were asked to comment on why they did not 
report the incident(s). Of the total 167 students who did not report the incident(s), 83% 
(139) provided comments explaining why. 

1. Thirty-five (25%) of the respondents were concerned for their own personal 
safety or the safety of their friends. Students feared that reporting to anyone 
would result in retaliation from the perpetrator(s). For example, "1 was too 
scared. I felt it might happen again. " 

2. Forty-one (29%) of the students did not report the incident(s) because they felt 
that it was not serious enough to warrant involvement from others. Many of 
these respondents felt that they could take care of the incident themselves or 
that"it was not important enough to be reported. For example, "1 didn't think it 
was necessary" and "1 didn't think it was that important, and neither did the victim." 

3. Forty-seven (34%) of the respondents indicated that they did not report the 
incident because they did not want to get involved. Some of the stu.dents felt 
that it was not their responsibility to report the incident if it happened to 
someone else. Others did not want to get involved and risk getting a reputation 
as a tattletale. For example, "Because it was none of my business and I didn't want to 
get involved" and "1 shouldn't be the one to squeal. It's not my problem." 

4. Approximately 12% (16) of the students stated that the incident had already 
been reported by someone else or that they believed that no one would do 
anything even if they did report it. For example, "Why report an incident that 
happened outside the school, when they can't deal with incidents inside the school. " 

The students' reasons for not reporting incidents which occurred while on the way to and 
from school were remarkably similar to the reasons offered for not reporting incidents 
which took place while in school. While the most common reason for not reporting 
violence which occurred outside the school was the unwillingness of the students to 
become involved, the lack of reporting for offenses which occurred while in school was 
most commonly attributed to the students' perceptions that the situation did not warrant 
it or was not serious enough to involve others. 

Students that had not reported the incident(s) were asked to indicate whether or not the 
incident had occurred again. Of the 167 students that had not reported the incident(s), 44 
(26%) indicated that it had occurred again. This rate is 3% higher than the rates of 
reoccurrence experienced by those that had reported the incident(s). 
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Violent Offenses Committed By Students 

"1 did the one (violent incident) because I was mad, but it was no big deal. That person 
(the victim) was doi'ng it back to me. " 

(Female, 12 years) 

Students were asked to identify violent offenses which they had committed while at 
school. Approximately 20 (4%) of the 457 students responding to the survey indicated that 
they had taken lunch money from other students. Sixty-seven (15%) of the respondents 
stated that they had physically threatened someone while at school. An even greater 
number of students, approximately 78 (17%), indicated that they had assaulted or "beaten 
someone up" while at school. Approximately 8 (2%) students stated that they had 
assaulted someone with a weapon, while 16 (4%) of the young people indicated that they 
had threatened someone with a weapon on school grounds. Approximately 16 (4%) of the 
students indicated that they had stolen something from someone using threats or physical 
violence. One student had indicated that he/she had sexually assaulted someone, and 
three (1%) indicated that they had sexually harassed someone while at school. One 
hundred and thirty-six (30%) admitted to having verbally harassed or picked on someone 
while at school. Finally, the students were asked to indicate whether there were "other" 
violent offenses that they had committed while at school that were not listed. 
Approximately 2 (1 %) students stated that they had committed other types of violent 
offenses at school. 

Figure 22: Violent Ottenses CommlHed By Students 
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Students "Yere also asked to identify violent offenses which had been committed by 
someone they know while at school. Approximately 109 (24%) of the students reported 
knowing someone who had taken lunch money while at school. One hundred and forty­
eight (32%) of the students knew someone who had physically threatened someone at 
school. In addition, 183 (40%) respondents indicated that they knew someone who had 
assaulted or "beaten someone up" while at school. Approximately 55 (12%) students knew 
someone who had assaulted someone with a weapon, and 70 (15%) students stated that 
they knew someone who had threatened someone with a weapon on school property. 
Eighty-two (18%) of the respondents knew someone who had stolen something from 
another student using threats or physical violence. Sixteen (4%) of the students indicated 
that they knew someone who had sexually assaulted another student(s), and 32 (7%) 
students stated that they knew someone who had sexually harassed another student(s) 
while at school. One hundred and ninety-two (42%) of the 457 respondents knew 
someone who had verbally harassed or picked on someone at school. Finally, the students 
were asked to indicate whether there were "other" violent offenses that had been 
committed by someone they knew while at school that were not listed. Approximately 1 % 
(2) of the students stated that other violent offenses had been ,committed by someone th.ey 
know on school grounds. 
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Figure 23: Violent Offenses Committed By Someone They Know While AI 
School 
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Break Down By Grade Level 

The grade by grade break down for this question is presented in Table 7. Grade 8 students 
had the highest reported rates of committing violent offenses while at school with the 
exception of stealing something using threats or physical violence. In addition, the grade 
8 students also had the highest reported rates of knowing someone who has committed 
violent offenses while at school with the exception of sexual assault and sexual and verbal 
harassment. 
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I Table?: Violent Offenses Committed by Students 

or by Someone They Know 

I The Student Someone They Know 
Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 

I 1. Lunch$ Taken 1% S% 5% 17% 33% 22% 

2. Threatened 12% 1S% 15% 24% 3S% 36% 

I 3. Beaten-up 1S% 21% 12% 33% 46% 42% 

4. Assaulted Weapon 1% 3% 2% 6% 14% 16% 

I 5. Threaten Weapon 2% 6% 3% 11% 1S% 18% 

6. Something Stolen 3% 3% 5% 12% 25% 17% 

I 7. Sexually Assault 0% 1% 0% 2% 3% 6% 

S. Sexually Harass 1% 1% 0% 5% 7% 10% 

I 
9. Harassed/Picked on 25% 34% 32% 30% 46% 52% 

---- ----- --------
n=156 n=160 n=136 n=156 n=160 n=136 

I Break Down By Grade Level and Gender 

I Provided below in Table 8 are the self-reported rates of perpetration of violent offenses 
while at school broken down by gender and grade. Table 9 indicates the reported rates of 

I 
perpetration of violent offenses while at school committed by someone the students know 
broken down by gender and grade. 

Table 8: Violent Offenses Committed by Students 

I By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 

I 
Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 

1. Lunch$ Taken 1% 6% 3% 0% 30% 7% 

2. Threatened 24% 20% 14% 10% 16% 16% 

I 3. Beaten-up 23% 2S% 14% 12% 14% 10% 

4. Assaulted Weapon 1% 4% 2% 0% 3% 1% 

I 5. Threaten Weapon 2% 7% 0% 2% 4% 6% 

6. Something Stolen 2% 5% 3% 3% 1% 7% 

I 7. Sexually Assault 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 

S.Sexually Harass 0% 0% 0% 2% 3% 0% 

I 9. Harassed/Picked on 26% 42% 2S% 25% 26% 35% 

n=S6 n=Sl 11=65 tl=69 n=77 n=71 

I 
I 
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Grade 7 and grade 8 male students were more likely to report being perpetrators of I 
violent offenses at school than the female students in the same grades. It is L..."teresting to 
note, however, that the female students in grades 7 and 8 identified themselves as I 
perpetrators of sexual assault and sexual harassment, while none of the males in any of 
the grades had committed similar offenses. The grade 9 female students were more likely 
than the grade 9 male students to report committing violent offenses such as taking lunch I 
money, beating someone up, threatening someone with a weapon, stealing something 
with threats or physical violence, and verbally harassing or picking on someone while at I 
school. 

Table 9: Violent Offen:;es Committed by Someone They Know I 
By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 
Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 

1. Lunch$ Taken 24% 36% 17% 9% 30% 27% 

2. Threatened 31% 41% 29% 16% 36% 42% 

3. Beaten-up 40% 53% 32% 26% 40% 51% 

4. Assaulted Weapon 8% 16% 11% 4% 13% 21% 

5. Threaten Weapon 12% 22% 12% 10% 14% 23% 

6. Something Stolen 17% 31% 17% 6% 20% 17% 

7. Sexually Assault 2% 3% 5% 2% 1% 7% 

8.Sexually Harass 5% 7% 9% 4% 7% 11% 

9. Harassed/Picked on 29% 52% 42% 32% 42% 61% 

n=86 n=81 n=65 n=69 n=77 n=71 

The results presented in Table 9 indicate the extent to which male and female students" 
report knowing someone who had committed a violent offense while at school. Once 
again, the grade 7 and 8 male students were more likely to know someone who had 
committed a violent offense while at school than the female students in the same grades. 
The grade 9 female students, however, were more likely than any ot."'er group to report 
knowing someone who had committed each offense with the exception of knowing 
someone who had stolen something using threats or physical violence. 

Incidents Involving a Gangl Group 

Students were a1s~ asked to identify which of the violent crimes that had been committed 
by them or someone they know while at school, had been committed by/with a 
gang/ group of 2 or more people. Approximately 64 (50%) of the 129 reported incidents of 
having "taken lunch money" were committed by a gang/ group of two or more people. 
Approximately 98 (46%) of the 215 "physically threatened" incidents were committed by a 
gang/ group. Similarly, 101 (39%) of the total 261 "beaten-up" incidents reported by the 
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respondents were committed by a gang/group. Thirty-two (51%) of the 63 incidents of 
having been "assaulted by a weapon" and 37 (43%) of the 86 "threatened with a weapon" 
incidents reported by students, whether the incidents were committed by the student or 
someone they know, were committed by two or more people. Fifty-one (52%) of the total 
98 incidents of "something stolen with threats or physical violence" were committed by a 
gang/group of 2 or more people. Six (35%) of the 17 incidents of sexual assault reported 
and 13 (37%) of the 35 incidents of sexual harassment reported were committed by a 
gang/ group. One hundred and thirty-one (40%) of the total 328 incidents of verbal 
harassment or being picked on were also committed by a gang/group. In the final 
category of "other," 2 (50%) of the 4 "other" incidents reported was committed by a 
gang/ group of two or more people. . 
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Figure 24: Violent Offenses Committed By Students or Someone They Know 
As Part of a Gang/Group 
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Students were asked to comment on the self-reported data. Approximately 94% (431) of 
the respondents offered no comments. The comments that were provided by 8 (2%) of the 
students were related to the nature of the offense committed, such as "I got into a fight with 
someone because they were harassing me for three weeks and I lost it" or "I did the one because I 
was mad, but it was not a big deal. That person was doing it back to me." Some indicated their 
feelings about having been involved or not involved in such violent incidents, such as: "1 
don't like doing these things, because I know how bad it feels" and "It's sad that some people 
would do this." The remaining comments related to the students' understanding of why 
such incidents took place. For example, "It's all about who has power," "Racial comments. It 
stinks" and "1 thought I knew these people so well in grade 6, but they are so different now. I 
wonder what's going to happen if they ever turn against me. " 
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Reporting Rates of Violent Incidents Committed By Students At School I 
Students were asked if any of the above incidents had been reported to school staffp 

parents, and police. Approximately 63% (287) of the 457 respondents had indicated that I 
they or someone they know had committed violent offenses while at school. Forty-three 
per cent (123) of the students reported the incident(s). A break down of who the students .1 
were mo~t likely to report the incidents to is provided below in Figure 25. 

Incidents were more likely to be reported to the school and parents rather than the police. I 
The results also indicate a remarkable increase in the number of incidents that were 
reported to all three parties when compared to the report rates for victimization (see 
Figures 13 and 19). I 

Figure 25: Who The Incidents Were Reported To 'I 
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Students who indicated that incidents had been reported to parents, school staff, or police 
were asked to comment on what happened as a result. Of the 123 students who indicated 
that incidents had been reported, 58 (47%) responded to the question. Their responses are 
summarized below. 

1. Thirty-one (53%) of the respondents indicated that disciplinary action had been 
taken when the incident(s) was/were reported. Perpetrators were either 
charged, suspended or grounded, though most respondents indicated that the 
perpetrator simply "got in trouble". 

2. Fifteen (26%) of the students reported that the perpetrators had been spoken to 
or given a warning. 

3. Approximately 16% (9) of the students indicated that nothing happened as a 
result of the incident being reported. 
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4. The remaining three (5%) respondents provided further details on the nature of 
the crime committed, such as "He started to call us names and hit us, so we did it 
too, but a little harder. He was younger we were stronger. " 

Students who indicated that incidents had been reported were asked to indicate whether 
or not the incident(s) had occurred again. Of the 123 students that reported the 
incident(s), 26 (21 %) indicated that it had occurred again. Figure 26 provides a 
breakdown of the percentage of young people that indicated that the incident(s) had 
occurred again based upon who they had reported the incident(s) to. 
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Figure 26: Percentage 01 Incidents Which Occurred Again Based Upon 
Who The Students Reported the Incldent(s) To 
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The results presented in Figure 26 indicate that incidents were less likely to o~cur again if 
reported to the police alone, to the school staff and parents, and in particular when 
reported to the police and parents. 

Students who indicated that incidents were not reported were asked if the incidents 
occurred again. Fifty (36%) of the 139 respondents indicated that the incident(s) did occur 
again. As expected, incidents that were not reported were more likely to occur again. 

Relationship Between Being A Victim & Being A Perpetrator 

Break Down By Grade Level 

A "between-group" comparison indicates students in grade 7 and 9 had the highest rates 
of reported victimization. Students in grade 8 have the highest rates of reported 
perpetration for each violent offense with the exception of "stealing something" and 
"sexually harassing" someone. A "within-group" comparison shows that students from 
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· each grade were more likely to be victims of violent crime than perpetrators with the 
exception of "beaten-up" where students in each grade were mqre likely to be perpetrators 
than victims of this particular crime. 

Table 10: Violent Offenses Committed and Experienced by Students 

Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 
Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator 

1. Lunch$ Taken 5% 1% 6% 8% 10% 5% 

2. Threatened 26% 12% 23% 18% 21% 15% 

3. Beaten-up 16% 18% 14% 21% 9% 12% 

4. Assault Weapon 4% 1% 4% 3% 2% 2% 

5. Threaten Weapon 8% 2% 4% 6% 10% 3% 

6. Something Stolen 5% 3% 6% 3% 7% 5% 

7. Sexually Assault 3% 0% 1% 1% 2% 0% 

8. Sexually Harass 5% 1% 3% 1% 9% 0% 

9. Harassed/Picked On 30% 25% 43% 34% 45% 32% 
------ ------- ------- ----- a _______ 

--------
n=156 n=156 n=160 n=160 n=136 n=136 

Break Down By Grade Level and Gender 

Provided below in Table 11 and Table 12 are the self-reported rates of victimization 
versus perpetration broken down by gender and grade. 

Table 11: Violent Offenses Committed and Experienced by Male Students . 

Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 
Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator 

1. Lunch$ Taken 5% 1% 3% 7% 9% 3% 

2. Threatened 28% 24% 22% 20% 29% 14% 

3. Beaten-up 20% 23% 22% 28% 15% 14% 

4. Assault Weapon 6% 1% 5% 4% 3% 2% 

5. Threaten Weapon 11% 2% 7% 7% 15% 0% 

6. Something Stolen 6% 2% 7% 5% 6% 3% 

7. Sexually Assault 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

8. Sexually Harass 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 

9. Harassed/.Picked On 33% 26% 40% 42% 35% 28% 
----- ------ ---- ---- ------- --------

n=86 n=86 n=81 n=81 n=65 n=65 
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Table 12: Violent Offenses Cpmmitted and Experienced by Female Students 

Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 
Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetrator Victim Perpetr,ator 

1. Lunch$ Taken 3% 0% 3% 30% 1% 7% 

2. Threatened 9% 10% 11% 16% 1% 16% 

3. Beaten-up 7% 12% 14% 14% 3% 10% 

4. Assault Weapon 2% 0% 4% 3% 1% 1% 

5. Threaten Weapon 3% 2% 4% 4% 4% 6% 

6. Something Stolen 2% 3% 5% 1% 3% 7% 

7. Sexually Assault 4% 0% 1% 1% 3% 0% 

8. Sexually Harass 4% 2% 9% 3% 16% 0% 

9. Harassed/Picked On 26% 25% 33% 26% 30% 35% 
---- ------ .----- ------- ..... ---- -------

n=69 n=69 n=77 n=77 n=71 n=71 

The data presented in Table 11 and Table 12 indicate that the male students were more 
likely to report being victims than perpetrators of violence. However, the female students 
in grade 8 and 9 were as likely or more likely to report being perpetrators than victims of 
violence at school. In particular, the female students in grade 9 were more likely to report 
being perpetrators than victims of each violent crime category except for "sexual assault" 
and "sexual harassment." The male, students in grade 9 were more likely to report being 
victims than perpetrators of each violent crime category with the exception of "sexual 
assault" and "sexual harassment" where they were neither a victim nor a perpetrator. Male 
and female stu.dents in grade 7 were more likely to report being victims than perpetrators 
except in the categories of "beaten-up" for the males and "physically threaten", "beaten­
up" and "stealing something" for the female students. 
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Commit Violent Offenses "If They Could Get Away 
With It" 

Students were asked to identify violent offenses which they would commit while at 
school if they thought they could get away with it. Approximately 9% (42) of the 457 
students responding to the survey indicated that they would take lunch money from other 
students. Sixty-one (13%) of the respondents stated that they would physically threaten 
someone whilE! at school. Approximately 19% (86), indicated that they would assault or 
"beat someone up" while at school. Approximately 3% (13) of the students stated that they 
would assault someone 'with a weapon, while 7% (30) of the young people indicated that 
they would threaten someone with a weapon on school grounds. Thirty-tvV'o (7%) 
indicated that they would steal something from someone using threats or physical 
violence. Five students (1 %) indicated that they would sexually assault someone if they 
thought they could get away with it, while an additional 5 (1%) said that they would 
sexually -harass someone. One hundred and thirty-five (30%) of the 457 respondents 
admitted that they would verbally harass or pick on someone at school and 81 (18%) 
stated that they would be part of a gang. 
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Figure 27: Percentage ot Students Who Would Commit Violent Offenses "If 
They Thought They Could Get Away With It" 
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The results presented in Figure 27 were similar to, and in many cases, higher than the 
actual rates of violent crimes committed by the students (see Figure 22). These results 
indicate that although there was a large number of young people who would commit 
violent crimes while at school if they could get away with it, a certain percentage of them 
were not actually committing these crimes. This suggests that some deterrents currently 
exist to discourage students from committing some types of violent crime. 

Break Down by Grade Level 

The grade by grade break down for this question is presented in Table 13. 

Table 13: Percentage of Students Who Would Commit Violent 
Crimes While At School "If They Thought They Could 

Get Away With It" By Grade 

Grade 7 GradeS Grade 9 

1 .. Take Lunch Money 6% 11% 11% 

2. Physically Threaten 9% 13% 19% 

3. Beat-up 17% 22% 18% 

4. Assault Weapon 1% 4% 4% 

5. Threaten with Weapon 1% 9% 10% 

6. Steal Something 6% S% 7% 

7. Sexually Assault 0% 1% 2% 

S. Sexually Harass 1% 1% 2% 

9. Harass/Pick on 25% 33% 32% 

10.Be Part of A Gang 10% 23% 21% 

----- -----
n=156 n=160 n=136 

Students in grades 8 and 9 reported they would be more likely to commit violent crimes if 
they thought they could get away with it than grade 7 students. 

Break Down By Grade Level and Gender 

P:rovided below in Table 14 are the self-reported rates of violent offenses that students 
would commit if they thought they could get away with it broken down by grade level 
and gender. 
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Table 14: Percentage of Students Who Would Commit Violent 
Crimes While At School If TJ:tey "Thought They Could 

Get Away With It" By Gender and Grade 

Male Students Female Students 
Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 

1. Lunch$ Taken 7% 16% 12% 6% 5% 10% 

2. Threatened 11% 20% 23% 7% 7% 16% 

3. Beaten-up 19% 31% 25% 16% 13% 11% 

4. Assaulted Weapon 1% 7% 5% 2% 0% 3% 

5. Threaten Weapon 1% 17% 11% .2% 0% 10% 

6. Something Stolen 8% 14% 9% 3% 3% 6% 

7. Sexually Assault 0% 3% 3% 0% 0% 1% 

8.Sexually Harass 1% 3% 3% 0% 0% 0% 

9. Harassed/Picked on 23% 43% 35% 28% 23% 28% 

10. Be Part of A Gang 8% 32% 20% 13% 14% 21% 

n=86 n=81 n=65 n=69 n=77 n:::::.71 

The results presented in Table 14 indicate that more male students would commit violent 
crimes while at school if they thought they could get away with it than female students. 
Both male and female students indicated that, on average, they would commit more 
crimes if they thought they could get away with it than they actually do commit. 

83 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

5 

Students' Perceptions' of Responses to Violence At School 

"Nothing is ever done! So people are afraid to tell anyone." 
(Female, 15 years) 

Students' Satisfaction With The Responses to Violence at School 

Students were asked if they were happy with the way violence had been dealt with in 
their school. One hundred and eighty-two (40%) of the 457 students who responded to the 
question indicated that they liked the way violence had been addressed, 206 (45%) stated 
that they did not, and 69 (15%) did not comment or were unsure. The above results 
indicate that there were more students who were unhappy with the way the school dealt 
with violence than those who were happy. Some of the students were unsure because they 
were aware of situations that were handled well and others that were not. 

One hundred and eighty-one (40%) students made additional comments on how they felt 
violence had been handled in the school. Their responses can be broken down into three 
categories. 

1. One hundred and one (56%) students stated that they believed violence was not 
being taken as seriously as it should be or handled in the way they hoped it 
would be. Students felt that the school had been too lenient in dealing with 
violent incidents. School personnel were chastised for not doing anything or not 
doing enough to stop the violence. The following comments reflect some of the 
more typical comments in this category: "I feel that the school should do more than 
talk with those causing the violence," "The school doesn't do very much. Teachers and 
principals don't walk around seeing if everything is o.k. Personally, this school is really 
racist," "They don't have the respect of the students involved," "1 think it sucks. If 
someone gets beat-up in the school they will find the kid who did it and have a talk with 
both of you to 'try to work it out'." "Ifit's serious enough, they suspend,them. It's not 
fair, you get the crap kicked out of you and that's all they do," and "More in terms of 
prevention has to be done." 

3. Approximately 33% (60) felt that violence was being handled well or to the best 
of the school's ability. The following comments reflect these students' views. "I 
am, happy because they talk to people, staff and police talk to people in our school," "It is 
improving day by day," and "1 think the school is doing its best to keep violence away. 
But there are occasional fights once in a while. /I 

4. Twenty (11 %) stated that they did not know what the school did or did not 
care. 
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Who Students Would Go To For Help 

Students were asked to indicate who they would go to for help if they were a victim of 
violence. Over one-half said they would go to their parents (54%) or friends (61%) for 
help, while over one-third would go to siblings (36%) or the police (36%). Less than·one­
third of the students said they would go to school staff (31%). The individuals who 
indicated that they would go to "others" for help (5%) identified extended family 
members such grandparents or aunts and uncles, or reported they would rely on 
themselves. 
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Figure 35: Who the Students Would Go To ~or Help It They Were Victims ot 
Violence 
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Break Down By Grade Level an(l Gender 

Male and female students in grade 7 were most likely to go to their parents, while male 
and female students in grade 8 and grade 9 were most likely to go to their friends. A 
much higher percentage of female students in grade 7 would turn to their parents for help 
than grade 7 male students. Similarly, over three-quarters of all female students would 
turn to friends for help, while just over one-half of all male students would rely on their 
friends. 
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Table 15: Who Students Would Go To For Help If They Were Victims 
of Violence By Grade and Gender 

Male Students Female Students 
Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 

1. Parents/Guardians 45% 49% 51% 71% 60% 52% 

2. School Staff 27% 32% 38% 39% 27% 27% 

3. Friends 44% 52% 51% 59% 84% 79% 

4. Brothers/Sisters 34% 25% 34% 44% 51% 34% 

5. Police 36% 32% 34% 51% 36% 31% 

6. Other 2% 1% 5% 15% 1% 10% 

n=86 n=81 n=65 n=69 n=77 n=71 

Respondents were also asked to comment on why they would or ~ould not go to certain 
people for help if they were victims of violence. The comments are broken down by who 
they would or would not go to. 

Parents 
Approximately 57% (261) of the students provic:led comments on why they would or 
would not go to their parents/ guardians for help. The majority (68%) of the comments 
were related to why they would go to their parents. A breakdown of the variety of reasons 
they proposed is provided below: 

Eighteen (10%) of the students felt that they should report the incidents to their 
parents because they were family and had a right to know. 

One half (89) of the respondents felt that they could trust their parents and that 
they would understand. 

Approximately 40% (71) believed that by telling their parents of the incidents, 
they would be able to get help in solving the problem. 

Approximately 31 % (81) of the students provided comments on why they would not tell 
their parents. Their reasons are outlined below. 

Fifteen (19%) of the students offered very general comments indicating that 
they just could not or would not tell their parents. 

Thirty-eight (47%) would not tell their parents because they were either scared 
or embarrassed or because they felt they could not trust their parents or that 
they would not understand. 

Approximately 6% (5) of the respondents indicated that they would not tell 
their parents because they would not be able to help them deal with the 
problem. 
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Some of the students (28%) felt that telling their parents would only worry 
them or that they would blow it out of proportion. 

Two (1%) of the respondents indicated that whether or not they told their parents 
depended on the nature of the incident. 

School Staff 
Approximately 49% (224) of the students provided comments on why they would or 
would not go to the school staff for help. Ninety-five (42%) of the comments were related 
to why they would go to school staff for help if they were victims of violence. A 
breakdown of the variety of reasons they proposed is provided below: 

Four (4%) of the students felt that they should report the incidents to the school 
staff because it would be "the right thing to do." 

Thirty-three (35%) of the respondents felt that they could trust the school staff 
and that they would care and understand. 

The majoritY (61 %) of the comments reflected a belief that by telling the school 
staff, they would be able to get help solving the problem. 

Over half (55%) of the respondents provided comments on why they would not tell the 
school staff. Their reasons are outlined below. 

Twenty-six (21 %) of the students offered very general comments indicating that 
they just could not or would not tell school staff. 

Sixty-two (51 %) would not tell the school staff because they were either scared 
or embarrassed or because they felt they could not trust the staff or that they 
would n.ot understand. Many of the respondents indicated that their 
victimization would be considered "too personal" to disclose to the staff. 

Approximately 10% (12) of the respondents indicated that they would not tell 
the school staff because they believed that they would not be able to help them 
deal with the problem. 

Some of the students (12%) felt that telling the school staff would only make 
things worse and that they did not want to be considered a tattletale. 

A smaller number (6%) of students felt that the situation was not serious 
enough to warrant informing the school staff. 

Seven (3%) of the respondents indicated that they were unsure whether or not they would 
tell the school staff. Some students specified that it would depend on the nature of the 
incident. 
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Friends 
Over half (54%) of the students provided comments on why they would or would not go 
to their friends for help. The majority (82%) of the students offered comments on why 
they would go to friends for help if they were victims of violence. A breakdown of the 
variety of reasons they proposed is provided below: 

Four (2%) of the students stated very general reasons for reporting the incidents 
to their friends, such as "Because they are your friends." 

Over one half (66%) of the respondents felt that they could trust their friends 
and that they would care and understand. 

Sixty-five (32%) of the students believed that their friends would be able to help 
them. Some of the comments indicated that the type of help that they would get 
from their friends was to "get back" at the perpetrator. 

Forty-two (17%) of the respondents provided comments on why they would not tell their 
friends. Their reasons are outlined below. 

Eight (10%) of the students offered very general comments indicating that they 
just could not or would not tell their friends. 

Twenty-eight (67%) would not tell their friends because they were felt that their 
friends would not understand or may even make things worse. 

Approximately 14% (6) of the respondents indicated that they would not tell 
their friends because they believed that they would not be able to help them 
deal with the problem. 

Two (1 %) of the respondents indicated that they were unsure whether or not they would 
tell their friends. 

Siblings 
Approximately 44% (202) of the students provided comments on why they would or 
would not go to their siblings for help. Over half (55%) of the respondents provided 
comments on why they 'Would go to their siblings for help if they were victims of violence. 
A breakdown of the variety of reasons they proposed is provided below: 

Seven (6%) of the students offered very general comments about reporting 
incidents to their siblings such as "Because they are family." 

Fifty-eight (52%) of the respondents felt that they could trust their siblings and 
that they would care and understand. 

Forty-seven (42%) students indicated that they would tell their siblings so that 
they could help them deal with the problem. 

Approximately 43% (86) of the respondents provided comments on why they would not 
tell their siblings. Their reasons are outlined below. 

88 



Ten (12%) students offered very general comments indicating that they just 
could not or would not tell their siblings. 

Thirty-five (41 %) would not tell their siblings because they felt that they could 
not trust them. They feared that their siblings would laugh at them or tell others 
or would not understand 

Approximately 47% (41) of the respondents indicated that they would not tell 
their siblings because they believed that they would not be able to help them 
deal with the problem. Many of the respondents indicated that their brothers or 
sisters were too young to help. 

Four (2%) of the respondents indicated that they were unsure whether or not they would 
tell their siblings. Some students specified that it would depend on the situation. 

Police 
Approximately 50% ,L29) of the students provided comments on why they would or 
would not go to the police for help. Ninety-four (41%) of the respondEnts provided 
comments related to why they would go to the police for help if L'1ey were victims of 
violence. A breakdown of the variety of reasons they proposed is provided below: 

Five (5%) of the students felt that they should report the incidents to the police 
because it would be "the right thing to do. " 

Ten (11 %) of the respondents felt that they could trust the police and that they 
would care and understand. 

The majority (84%) of the comments were reflected a belief that by telling the 
police, they would be able to get help in solving the problem. 

One hundred and two (45%) of the respondents provided comments on why they would 
no! tell the police. Their reasons are outlined below. 

Nineteen (19%) of the students offered very general comments indicating that 
they just could not or would not tell the police. 

Thirty-nine (38%) would not tell the police because they did not trust them and 
believed that they did not care what happened to them. 

Thirty-three (32%) of the respondents indicated that they would not tell the 
police because they believed that their victimization would not warrant calling 
the police. The incidents were deemed not serious enough to involve the police. 

Some of the students (11 %) felt that telling the police would only make things 
worse and that they did not want to be considered a rat. Some of the students 
indicated that they could look after themselves. 

Thirty-three (14%) of the respondents indicated that they were unsure whether or not they 
would tell the police. Each of these respondents felt that it would depend on how serious 
the incident was. 
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Others 
Students were also asked to identify if there were other people that they would go to for 
help if they were victims of violence. Twenty-three (5%) of the respondents identified 
others they would turn to for help. Over half (13) indicated that they would go to relatives 
such as grandparents, aunts, uncles or cousins. Four (17%) of the respondents said that 
they would rely on themselves to deal with the incident. Two (8%) students said that they 
would go to a doctor, and two (8%) stated they would turn to a counsellor for help. One 
(4%) student felt comfortable confiding in a friend's parents and one (4%) indicated that 
they would turn to "somecne." 

Students' Suggestions For Responding to Violence at School 

Students were asked how they would like to see incidents of violence handled at school. 
The respondents were asked to identify: a) what students could do; b) what the school 
staff could do; and c) what the police could do. 

What Students Can Do 

Approximately 60% (273) of the respondents provided comments on how they felt 
students could help in addressing the violence in their school. 

1. Fifty-five (20%) respondents suggested that students should report the incidents 
to the appropri~.te authorities such as school staff or the police. 

2. Seventy-nine (29%) indicated that they would like to see students help 
eliminate the violence. Thirty-three (42%) of these respondents felt that this 
could be accomplished by not getting involved in or walking away from 
potentially violent situations. For example, "Not to get involved in violence and 
protest against it." The remaining 58% (46) of the students believed that violence 
could be eliminated if those involved stopped fighting and harassing other 
students. For example, "Stop beating each other up and bothering each other." 

3. Approximately 23% (64) of the students believed that altering the way in which 
students responded to potentially violent situations would help to reduc~ the 
amount of violence at their school. Some of the respondents believed that 
talking instead of fighting would help to improve the situation. Others felt that 
if students stopped acting so cool and were friendlier, violent situations would 
seldom be an issue. For example, "Stop acting like kids," "Be polite and respect all 
students" or "They can get to know a person before they judge them. " 
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4. Fifty-one (19%) suggested a variety of prevention/intervention strategies for 
reducing violence in the school. Some wanted to encourage students to be more 
concerned about and intervene in situations before they lead to violence. For 
example, "Students can try and prevent their friends from engaging in violent activity 
instead of participating or encouraging it" or IIStudents should care more for the school 
and its properties." Other students recommended a variety of prevention 
strategies to help eliminate violence. For example, "Stay with a group of people at 
or after and before school," "Students can get educated and know how to deal with a bad 
situation" and "Form an anti-violence group. /I Three of the respondents advocated 
for identifying and addressing some of the underlying causes of the violence, 
such as racism. 

5. Twenty-four (9%) respondents indicated that they did not think there was 
anything that students could do to deal with the violence or did not know what 
students could do. 

What School Staff Can Do 

Approximately 61 % (280) of the respondents provided comments on how they felt school 
staff could help address violence in the school. 

1. Forty-one (15%) respondents suggested that school staff take a more active role 
in looking out for students and being constantly aware of what is going on 
within and just outside of the school. For example, "School staff can be more on the 
look out for this kind of violence." Several of the students offered suggestions on 
how the staff could be more aware of what is going on, for instance, "They could 
maybe keep watch on what happens after school and at lunch time and be more alert" or 
"After school, have 1 or 2 teachers standing outside. /I 

2. Sixty-one (22%) indicated that they would like to see the school staff put more 
time and effort into helping the students deal with the violence. Forty-one 
(67%) of these respondents felt that this could be accomplished by taking 
advantage of opportunities to talk to students about violence, the consequences 
and the impact. For example, "The staff can have more assemblies where the students 
come together and express their point of view" or "They can provide info and hot-lines 
to call to receive help and courses on it." Thirteen (21 %) respondents indicated that 
they would like the school staff to help the victims of violence more. For 
example, "Support students who have been a victim." Seven (11 %) students would 
like the staff to help the perpetrators of violence, such as "Try to help these people 
with these problems. " 
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3. Approximately 21 % (58) of the students believed that the school staff should be 
attempting to reduce ~e amount of violence at the school. The majority (71 %)of 
the respondents provided very general comments about the role of the school in 
dealing with violence. Many indicated that the school should simply "Stop it." 
Others (29%) suggested that the schc~l should be doing more to alter the level 
of violence. For example, "Deal with it better" or "They can try to prevent violence 
before it even starts. " 

4. Eighty-nine (32%) students suggested a variety of things that the school could 
be doing to reduce the violence. Twenty-three (26%) felt that the school should 
be "more strict" in dealing with the perpetrators. For example, "Start getting 
tougher with violent students." The majority (74%) offered a variety of 
suggestions for consequences which should be handed down by the school such 
as suspensions, expulsions, involving the police or putting all the violent 
students in the same class. 

5. Thirty-one (11%) respondents indicated that they did not think there was 
anything the school staff could do to deal with the violence or did not know' 
what they could do. For example, "Not much. It doesn't seem teachers get too much 
respect from students anyway" or "Nothing. Ifkids want to have violence, they'll find a 
way. " 

What Police Can Do 

Approximately 54% (247) of the respondents provided comments on how they felt the 
police could help in addressing violence in the school. Their comments and suggestions 
have been categorized and are presented below. 

1. Thirty (12%) respondents provided very general comments about what they 
thought the police should do to help the school address the issue of violence. 
Many suggested that the police "Do their job" and "Help us It in dealing with 
violence in the schooL 

2. Sixty-nine (28%) indicated that the police should be involved in more 
preventive strategies designed to deter and reduce the level of violence in their 
school. Twenty-four (35%) suggested that the police come to the school to talk 
to young people about violence, particularly about the prevalence of violence 
and what is right and wrong. For example, "Visit regularly to talk about violence" 
or "Talk to us about facts and statistics." Forty-five (65%) believed that an 
increased police presence in and around the school would have a significant 
impact on deterring violent crime. For example, "They should have a special police 
squad for going around the schools" and "Stick around after school and stay in the 
areas where gangs usually hang out. " . 
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3. Approximately 43% (106) of the students suggested a variety of intervention 
strategies that the police should be responsible for in dealing with violence at 
the school. The suggestions offered included such things as charging, arresting 
and "putting the perpetrators away." 

4. Thirty (12%) respondents iItdicated that they did not think that there was 
anything the police could or should do to deal with the violence or did not 
know what they could do. Other students felt the police should do "Nothing 
until asked. " 
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Summary of Preliminary Findings - School 'B' ] 

The following is a list of some of the key findings based on the students' responses to the 
Student Perceptions of Violence Survey in School'B' (see Appendix B). 

Students' Perceptions of Violence and Safety From Violenc~~ While at School 

1. Nearly two-thirds of the students in School'B' felt that thE!re was "Some" to "A Lot" of 
violence in schools. When students who felt that violence does occur, though "Rarely," 
are added to the figure, the percentage of students who believed there was violence in 
schools (in varying degrees) grows to 96%. 

2. There was no distinction between mrue and female perceptions of violence. Grade 8 
students, however, were more likely than the students in grades 7 and 9 to report the 
existence of "Some" to "A Lot" of violence at school. 

3. Three out of 10 students reported that they felt safe from violence "Sometimes" or "Not 
At All" while at school. When students who reported feeling safe "Most of the Time" 
are added to the figure, the percentage of students who do not feel safe at school at 
some point or another grows to approximately 82%. 

4. Female students were slightly less likely to report feeling safe from violence while at 
school than male students. 

5. Students in grade 9 were most likely to report feeling safe while at school. This may be 
due to the fact that they were less likely to be intimidated by younger and smaller 
students. 

6. Comments provided by students indicate that feeling safe may be related less to 
whether there was actual violence and more to with who was around to provide 
protection or if students thought they could take care of themselves. 

The percentage of students who believed that violence existed within this school was 
high. There were some notable differences in the students' perceptions of violence 
between grade levels. One might anticipate that either the grade 7 or grade 9 students 
would have perceived higher levels of violence. The grade 7 students' perceptions would 
likely be affected by the fact that they were the youngest and smallest students at a new 
scnool. The grade 9 students' perceptions would likely be affected by having been at the 
school longer or by having witnessed violence over more years. However, more students 
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in grade 8 indicated that ther~ was "A Moderate Amount" to "A Lot" of violence at the 
scflool. . 

Students' reported perceptions of violence may not be directly related to their feelings of 
safety. Given that nearly two-thirds of the students believed that there was "A Moderate 
Amount" to "A Lot" of violence at the school, one would assume that a similar percentage 
of students would therefore feel safe only "Sometimes" or "Never" at school. However, 
less than one-third of the students indicated that this was the case. If the number of 
students who felt safe "Most of the Time," but not always, was combined with those who 
felt safe "Sometimes·" or "Never," the percentage of students who reported feeling unsafe, 
regardless of how often, jumps to over three-quarters of the student population. 
Evidently, for some students the. belief that there was "A Moderate Amount" to "A Lot" of 
violence in th,e school resulted in their still feeling safe "Most of the Time." Students seem 
to be suggesting that violence is part of school life and that they just take it in stride .. 

An exploration of gender and grade level differences may provide some indication of 
who is more affected by their perceptions of violence and how. Although the females' 
perceptions of violence were similar, if not identical, to those of the males, the females 
were slightly more likely to report feeling unsafe while at school. Evidently, there is a 
closer relationship between perceptions of violence and feelings of safety for females. The 
differences witnessed around feelings of safety may simply be due to the fact that the 
males feel more capable of taking care of themselves or to male bravado, i.e., they are 
unwilling to admit that they are frightened by violence at their school. 

There was also some variation in terms of grade levels. Students in grade 7 and grade 8 
reported feeling less safe from violence while at school than did students in grade 9. The 
results of the survey indicate that violence was perceived as being more serious by the 
grade 8 students. However, the grade 8 students felt just as. safe as the grade 7 students. 
One would assume that if a student perceived there to be a more serious problem with 
violence, then he/she would also feel less safe. This does not appear to be the case. Based 
on comments provided by students in response to this question, it may be that the grade 8 
students reported feeling safer because they were always with their friends, whereas the 
grade 7 students may have felt more isolated because they were younger and had had less 
time to develop friendships in their new school. 

Students' Perceptions of Safety From Violence While On Their Way To And From 
School 

1. One out of four students indicated that they felt safe from violence only "Sometimes" 
or "Not At All" while on their way to and from school. When students who indicated 
that they felt safe "Most of the Time" are added to the figure, the percentage of 
students who reported not feeling safe while on their way to and from school, at some 
point or another, grows to approximately 69%. 
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2. The results indicate that more students felt safe while on their way to and from school than 
while at school. This may be due to the fact that ::;ome students get rides to and from 
school or the fact that they encounter their perpetrators only while at school. 

3. There were no remarkable differences between the male and female students' 
perceptions of safety. However, students did appear to feel safer with each higher 
grade. 

4. Comments provided by students indicate that feeling safe may not be related to 
whether there was violence, but more to who was around to provide protection, how 
close they lived to the school or whether they felt capable of taking care of themselves. 

5. Many of the comments about not feeling safe were related to potential dangers posed 
by strangers and not necessarily to threats posed by other students. 

There were no remarkable differences between males and females concerning their 
feelings of safety while on their way to and from school. A look at the responses of the 
students from the three grade levels indicates some differences in terms of their feelings 
of safety while on the way to and from school. The students appear to feel safer with each 
ascending grade, though the rates for grade 7 and grade 8 students were very similar. 

Students' Self-Reported Victimization While At School 

1. The majority (86%) of the students reported that they had been exposed to violence at 
school either as a victim themselves or through knowing someone who had been 
victimized. 

2. Students were most likely to report being physically threatened, beaten-up, and 
verbally harassed and picked on while at school. The most common offenses were 
being verbally harassed and being physically t:h.featened. Students were even more 
likely to have known someone who had been a victim of the same offenses or who had 
their lunch money taken. The most common offense was being verbally hal'assed and 
being beaten-up. 

3. Students in grade 7 and grade 9 were more likely to be victims of violent incidents. In 
particular, grade 7 students were more likely to be physically threatened, beaten-up, 
assaulted with a weapon, and sexually assaulted. Grade 9 students were more likely to 
have had lunch money taken or to have been threatened with a weapon, sexually and 
verb all y harassed, or picked on. 

4. The reported rates of victimization were similar for males and females. However, males were 
more likely to be beaten-up and threatened with a weapon and only slightly more 
likely to be physically threatened and assaulted with a weapon. The female students 
were more likely to be sexually and verbally harassed and only slightly more likely to 
have their luncil money taken and to be victims of sexual assault. 
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5. Students indicated that between. one-quarter and one-half of all offenses were 
committed by a gang/group. The most common offenses committed by a gang/ group 
were those which involved the use of a weapon. The least common offenses were those that 
were sexual in nature. 

6. Nearly one-half of those who had been· victimized or knew someone who had been victimized did 
not report the incident to the school, parents or the police. More males than females did 
not report the violence and more students in the higher grades did not report. 

7. Students indicated that incidents were most likely to be reported to parents or a 
combination of parents and the school staff. A very small number of incidents were 
reported to the police. 

8. The highest percentage of students who were happy with the way in which the 
incident was handled following disclosure were those who reported the incidents to 
the police or a combination of the police and school staff or the police and parents. 

9. Comments provided by the students indicated that they were happy with the· way 
incidents were handled because they did not occur again or because something was 
done about it. Students who were unhappy with the way incidents were handled 
indicated that it was not enough or that it had no significant impact on stopping the 
incident from happening again. 

10. Incidents were less likely to occur again when reported to the police, whether they were 
reported to the police alone or in conjunction with another party. 

11. Incidents were more likely to occur again when they were not reported at all. 

The number of students who had been exposed to violence as victims themselves or 
through knowing others who had been victimized was large. Victimization, whether 
experienced or witnessed, has a profound impact on the ability of young people to learn. 
Whether a student is constantly exposed to violence or simply exposed to one incident, 
each episode can increase a student's level of fear, particularly if the incident was not 
handled well. Fear of further victimization or just the uncertainty of who will be next, and 
when, inhibits the ability of young people to concentrate fully on their education. 

Insight into the impact of witnessing or being aware of the victimization of others on 
students' perceptions of violence and feelings of safety can be obtained by exploring the 
responses of grade 8 students. Students in grade 8 were the least likely to be victims of 
violence. However, they and the students in grade 9 were most likely to know others who 
had been victimized. The findings related to students' perceptions of the level of violence 
in schools and their feelings of safety from violence at school indicate that the grade 8 
students were most likely to define the problem as more serious than the students in 
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grades 7 and 9 and they were also the most likely, along with the grade 7 students, to fear 
for their own safety at school. Their reported perceptions of violence and safety from 
violence may have been directly related to their knowledge of others who had been 
victims of violence while at school. 

Students were asked to identify the violent incidents which were committed by a 
gang/group of two or more people. The extent to which gangs/groups were involved in 
violence at school varied with the nature of the violent activity. The most common offenses 
committed by a gang/group were those which involved the use of a weapon. The presence of 
weapons in schools, including guns, has become a serious issue for schools and police. 
The presence of weapons produces a high level of fear in students. 

Nearly half of these students who were victims or witnessed violence did not report the 
incidents. Males and students in the higher grades were less likely to report incidents of 
violence than females and younger students. Males felt that they could look after 
themselves and the older students did not believe that the school, parents or the police 
would do anything about the incidents. It appears that young people are beginning to feel 
that in order to have violence addressed in the school they must deal with it themselves. 

A lack of trust and faith in adults is best exemplified by students' responses to the 
question concerning how happy they were with the way the incident was dealt with 
(based upon who they reported the incident to). Students were most happy with the 
response when the incident was reported to the police. However, incidents were seldom 
reported to the police. There was a large number of young people who were unhappy 
with the way incidents were handled by other adults such as school staff and parents. 
Students reported that they were most happy with the response when it resulted in 
stopping the incident from occurring again. 

Students' Self-Reported Victimization While On Their Way To And From School 

1. More students were exposed to violence either as a victim themselves or through 
knowing someone who had been victimized while at school than while on the way to 
and from school. 

2. Students were most likely to be victims of the same violent offenses while on their way 
to and from school as they were while at school, namely, being physically threatened, 
beaten-up and verbally harassed and picked on. The most common offenses were 
being verbally harassed and being physically threatened. Students were, once again, 
more likely to know someone who had been a victim of the same offenses although 
they were less likely to know someone who had been a victim of violence on their way 
to and from school than while at school. 

3. Students in grade 7 and grade 8 were more likely to be victims of violent incidents 
while on their way to and from school. These findings differ from the rates of violence 
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experienced while at schooL Grade 8 studtmts reported feeling safer in school, while 
grade 9 students reported feeling safer from violence while on their way to and from 
school. 

4. Students in grades 8 and 9 were more likely to know someone who had been 
victimized while on their way to and from school than while at school. 

5. The overall reported rates of victimization were slightly higher for the male students. 
However, the female students were more likely to be sexually and verbally harassed 
and to be victims of sexual assault while on their way to and from school. 

6. Students indicated that between one-quarter and one-half of all offenses were committed by a 
gang/group. The rates were slightly higher for offenses which took place outside of the 
school than for those that occurred while in school. The most common offenses 
committed by a gang/group while on the way to and from school were being 
physically threatened, having something stolen using violence, having lunch money 
taken, being beaten-up, and being verbally harassed and picked on. The least common 
offenses were those that were sexual in nature and those involving a weapon, the latter 
of which was the most common type of offense committed by a gang/group while at school. 

7. Over one-half of those who had been victimized or knew someone who had been 
victimized did not report the incident to the school, parents or the police. More males 
than females did not report the violence. More students in the higher grades did not 
report. 

8. Students indicated that incidents were most likely to be reported to parents or a 
combination of parents and the school staff. A very small number of incidents were 
reported to the police. 

9. The highest percentage of students who were happy with the way in which the 
incident was handled following disclosure were those who reported the incidents to 
the school staff or the. police or a combination of the two parties. 

10. Overall, a higher percentage of students were happy with the way in which incidents 
that occurred at school were addressed, regardless of who the incidents were reported 
to, than those which occurred on the way to and from school. 

11. Comments provided by the students indicated that they were happy with the way 
incidents were handled because they did not occur again or because something was 
done about it. Students who were unhappy "Nith the way incidents were handled 
indicated that consequences to the perpetrator were not severe enough or that it had 
no significant impact on stopping the incident from happening again. 
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13. Incidents were only slightly more likely to occur again if they were not reported at all. 

It was surprising to find that more stud(~nts were exposed to violence either as a victim 
themselves or through knowing someone who had been victimized while at school than 
while on the way to and from school. It may be that a dosed setting provides an environment 
where students are more likely to witness or be aware of violence when it occurs. It may 
also be that there is in fact more violence occur:ring within the school. Some of the 
comments provided by the students indicate their belief that violence was more likely to 
occur in schools where young people are "bunched together getting more and more hostile." 
According to students, the school is a plaCE! ripe for potentially violent situations to occur. 
This is true of any institution which places many pe!Ople together with widely differing 
a.ttitudes, opinions, values and beliefs. However, the :school is also in an optimal position 
to establish and enforce a universal code of conduct regardless of differing attitudes, 
values, and beliefs among students. 

The findings indicate that gang/group activity was more likely to occur outside the 
school than inside the school. However, the most common offenses committed by a 
gang/ group outside the school differ markedly from those most likely to be committed in 
the school. The most common offenses committed by a gang/group while on the way to 
and from school were: physically threatening som(~one; stealing something using 
violence; taking lunch money; beating someone up; and verbally harassing or picking on 
someone. The least common offenses were those that WerE! sexual in nature or involved the 
use of weapons. Although the use of weapons was the .least common offense committed 
by a gang/group outside of the school, it was the most common offense committed by a 
gang/ group in the school. 

Although less students were exposed to violence while on the way to and from school 
than while in school, just as many did not report the incidents to school staff, parents or 
the police. Males and older students in ~h~ higher grades were less likely to report the 
incidents. 

Incidents were most likely to be reported to school staff or parents and were least likely to 
be reported to the police. This is the same for reporting violence which occurred in 
schools. The highest percentage of students who were happy with the way in which the 
incident was handled were those who reported the incidents to school staff and the police 
or a combination of the two. 

Violent Offenses Committed By Students 

1. Nearly two-thirds of the students indicated that they or someone they know had 
committed one or more violent offenses while at school 

2. The most frequently cited incidents committed by students included: verbally 
harassing, beating someone up, and threatening fellow students. 
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3. More students reported knowing someone who had committed violent crim.es than 
they admitted committing themselves. Beating someone up was the most frequently 
reported offense, followed by harassing/bullying, physically threatening someone 
and knowing someone who had taken lunch money from another student. 

4. Students in grade 8 had the highest reported rates of committing violent offenses and 
were also most likely to know someone who had committed violent acts at school. 

5. Grade 7 and 8 male students were more likely to be perpetrators of violent offenses 
than the female students in the same grades. The grade 9 female students, however, 
were more likely than the grade 9 males to commit violent offenses such as taking 
lunch money, beating someone up, threatening someone with a weapon, stealing 
something with threats or physical violence, and verbally harassing or picking on 
someone while at school. 

6. Those who were more likely to report committing crime themselves were also more 
likely to report knowing someone who had participated in violent activity, namely 
grade 7 and 8 males and grade 9 females. 

7. Students indicated that between one--third and one-half of all offenses that they or 
someone th~~y know com.'t)1itted were perpetrated in a gang/group. The most common 
offenses committed by a gang/group while at school were "assaulting with a weapon" 
and "stealing something using violence," closely followed by "taking lunch money" 
and "physically threatening someone." The least common offenses were those that were 
sexual in nature. 

8. Nearly one-half of the students indicated that the violent incidents committed by 
themselves or someone they know had not been reported to the school, parents or the 
police. 

9. Students who indicated that the incidents had been reported identified that parents 
were most commonly informed of the offense followed by school staff or a 
combination of school staff and parents. Students stated that very few incidents were 
reported to police. 

10. Incidents were less likely to occur again when reported to the police and parents 
jointly. 

11. Incidents were more likely to occur again if they were not reported at all. 

The rates of perpetration reported by the students reveal that more students were victims 
than perpetrators of violence. This suggests that perhaps a small number of young people 
were responsible for a sizable amount of the incidents. 
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Students in grade 8 had the highest reported rates for committing violent offenses and 
were also most likely to report knowing someone who had committed acts of violence at 
school. This finding may help to explain why students in grade 8 were most likely to view 
violence as a serious problem in school and why they were least likely to feel safe from 
violence. 

Exploration of the extent to which males and females were perpetrators of violence at 
school points to some interesting findings. While grade 7 and 8 males were more likely to 
commit violent crimes than the females of the same grade, female students in grade 9 
were more likely than the males in the same grade to ptn:ticipate in violent activity. The 
violent offenses committed by grade 9 females were often physical in nature. The use of 
weapons and the threat of physical violence was used by these females to extort or 
intimidate fellow students. This type of "bullying" perpetrated by female students 
challenges our current thinking about females as "victims only" of violence. 

Incidents were, once again, most likely to be reported to parents and then school staff. 
Incidents were seldom reported to the police. However, once again, violent offenses were 
least likely to happen again when the police and parents were informed. Incidents were 
more likely to reoccur when they were not reported to anyone. 

Relationship Between Being A Vi.ctim and Being A Perpetrator 

1. A between-group comparison of the relationship between being a victim and being a 
perpetrator indicated that students in grade 7 and grade 9 were most likely to be 
victims of violent crime, while grade 8 students were most likely to be the 
perpetrators. 

2. A within-group analysis indicated that students from each grade were more likely to 
be victims than perpetrators of violent crime with the exception of being "beaten-up" 
where students in each grade wtE!re more likely to be perpetrators than victims of this 
particular crime. 

3. Male students were more likely to bi~ victims than perpetratorB of violent crime at this school. 
Female students in grade 8 and 9 were as likely or more llkely to be perpetrators than 
victims of violence. In particular, the female students in grade 9 were more likely to be 
perpetrators than victims of each violent crime except for "t'iexual assault" and "sexual 
harassment. " 

4. Females and males in grade 7 were more likely to be victims of violence than 
perpetrators with the exception of heing "beaten-up" for the males and being 
"physically threatened," "beaten-up" and "stolen something" for the females. 

The factors most associated with being victimized were male gender tmd being younger. The 
finding that the younger students were most often the victims is not surprising given that 
they were the smallest, youngest and newer students in the school and likely to be viewed 
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as easy target. The finding that males were most often the victims of "violent acts is also 
not surprising. The criminology literature and Canadian crime statistics indicate that 
males are more likely to be victims of most types of violent oftenses with the exception of 
sexual assault. 

Commit Violent Offenses "If They Thought They Could Get Away With It" 

1. The most frequently cited incidents which would be committed by students if they 
thought they could get away with it included beating someone up, harassing/bullying 
someone, physically threatening someone, and being part of a gang. 

2. Roughly ~qual numbers of students reported that they would commit violence "if they 
thought they could get away with it" or actually did, with the exception of "taking 
lunch money." More students would take lunch money from fellow students if they 
thought they could get away with it than those that actually did. 

3. More male students reported that they would commit violent crimes while at school if 
they thought they could get away with it than female students. 

4. Nearly one out of five students reported that they would like to be part of a gang. 

The results indicate that just as many young people would commit violent offenses "if 
they thought they could get away with" as those who actually did. There were no 
remarkable differences between anticipated and actual rates of perpetration with the 
exception that 5% more students would take lunch money from fellow students if they 
thought they could get away with it. The lack of discrepancy between anticipated and 
actual perpetration rates suggests that those who would commit violent crimes if they 
thought they could get away it were actually committing those crimes. On the basis of 
these findings it is difficult to avoid concluding that students were participating in violent 
activity because they did believe they could get away with it. 

Students' Satisfaction with Responses to Violence at School 

1. More students were unhappy with the way violence was being handled by schools 
than were happy. 

2. Over half of the respondents believed that violence was not being taken seriously by 
their schoot 

wno Students Would Go To For Help 

1. Students were most likely to go to parents or friends for help if they were victims of 
violence. They were just as likely to go to their siblings or the police and least likely to 
go to the school staff. 
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2. Students in grade 7 were most likely to go to their parents, while students in grade 8 
and 9 were most likely to go to their friends. 

3. Comments provided by the students indicate that they were most likely to turn to their 
parents or friends for help because they felt they would understand, they felt they 
could trust them, and believed that they would be able to help them address the 
problem. 

4. Other comments provjded by the students indicate that they were least likely to turn 
to school staff because they felt they would not be understood, they believed that they 
could not trust staff, or thought that they would not be able to help them resolve the 
problem or could even make it worse. 

Students' Suggestions on Responding to Violence at School 

1. Participants felt that students could help reduce violence by: reporting the incidents; 
not getting involved in or walking away from potentially violent situations; 
encouraging those currently involved in violence to stop fighting and harassing other 
students; altering the way in which students respond to violent situations; and 
becoming more involved in a number of prevention/intervention strategies at the 
school such as addressing some of the underlying causes of racism. 

2. Students suggested that the school staff take a more active role in looking out for 
students by being constantly aware of what is going on within and just outside the 
school. In addition, they wanted to see the school put more time and effort into 
helping students deal with violence by creating more opportunities to talk about 
violence or establish programs to help both victims and perpetrators. Students also 
suggested that the school begin to try and reduce the amount of violence at the school 
by being stricter and handing down more severe penalties to Hie perpetrators. 

3. Students suggested that the police should be more involved in prevention strategies 
designed to deter and reduce the rate of violence in their school. In particular, the 
students suggested that the police come to the school to talk to young people about 
violence and increase their presence in and around the school. In addition, the 
students suggested a number of intervention strategies including arresting and 
cll.arging the perpetrators. 
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'-[ _____ ~ ___ S_u_m_"_ta_ry~_C_o_m_m_e_n_t_s __ . _______ J 
Students' Perceptions of Violence and Safety From Violence At School 

There was a notable difference found between the students' perceptions of violence in the 
two schools. Students in School 'B' reported generally higher levels of violence tha.n 
students in School 'A'. Approximately 63% of the students in School'B' believed that there 
was "A Moderate Amount" to "A Lot" of violence in school compared to 45% of the 
students in School 'A.' This discrepancy may be related to a variety of factors. First, the 
age range of students in the two schools varied somewhat~ Students in School 'B' (age 
range from 11 to 17 years) were older than the students in School 'A' (age range from 11 to 
13 years) and may have had more experiences with violence which in turn may be 
reflected in their responses to the survey. Second,. differences in perceptions may reflect 
variation in student population demographics. Third, School 'B' may simply have a more 
serious problem with violence. Because questions were sometimes worded differently 
and the categories provided to the respondents varied slightly, it is difficult to know the 
relative impact these variations had on students' responses. 

There were no remarkable differences between male and female students' perceptions of 
violence. Grade level variations existed in both schools, but no clear pattern emerged that 
could help explain why. 

Depending on the school, between 60% and 82% of students did not feel safe at school at 
one point or another. The percentage of students who felt safe at school "Sometimes" or 
"Not At All" was consistent between the hAlO schools. Three out of 10 students in each 
school indicated that they were concerned about their safety. Given that more students in 
School'B' perceived there to be higher levels of violence than students in School 'A', one 
would assume they would fear for their safety more. Howe:ver, they reported higher rates 
of feeling safe, a perception that may be related to their higher age. 

Explanations offered by students in both schools relative to their perceptions of violence 
and safety from violence while at school indicate that feeling safe may be related less to 
whether there was actual violence and more to who was around to provide protection or 
to the fact that students believed they could take care of themselves. The latter point may 
be more applicable to the males. Although male students perceived higher or similar 
levels of violence compared to the female students, they were less likely to report feeling 
frightened and felt that they could "take care of themselves. II Relying on their own means to 
deal with tlle problem without asking for help from those around them is an expectation 
we place on males. Asking for help would indicate that they were unable to look after 
themselves or would imply that they were frightened by the violence. Neither of these 
choices is very desirable for young males approaching or passing through puberty and 
acquiring a male gender role which denies them the status of "victim." 
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The younger students in each school were more fearful for their safety than the students 
in the higher grades. The grade 6 students in School 'A' and the grade 7 and 8 stude'nts in 
School 'B' reported feeling the least safe. The grade 6 and 7 students may be more afraid 
because they were the smallest and youngest students and have yet to form friendships or 
trusting relationships with other students or the staff in their new school. They may feel 
isolated and uncertain about who they could turn to if they were a victim of violence. 

Students' Self-Reported Victimization While At School 

The majority of students in both schools were exposed to violence either as a victim 
themselves or through knowing someone who had been victimized. The rates for both 
schools were virtually identical; more than 8 out of 10 students had been exposed to 
violence. 

Grade 8 students in both schools were least likely to be victims of violence, while the 
students in grade 7 in both schools, and students in grade 9 in School 'B', were most likely 
to be victims. Why this common distinction occurred in both schools is difficult to 
understand and will require further study and analysis. 

Overall, males and females had similar rates of victimization. However, males and 
females in both schools were more likely to be victims of different types of violent 
activity. Male students were more likely to be victims of more physically violent crimes. 
Females were more likely to be victims of sexual assault and less physically violent 
crimes. It is important to note, however, that the grade 6 male students in School 'A' 
reported the highest overall reported rate of victimization for sexual assault. 

Although the majority of students in both schools had been exposed to violent incidents, 
between one-third and one-half of the students did not report the incidents to school staff, 
parents or the police. More males than females and more students in the higher grades in 

. both schools did not report the incidents. Male students may be less willing to ask others 
for assistance and may tend to believe that they can look after themselves. Older students, 
based on past experiences, may have less faith in the ability of adults to help them and 
choose to settle their own scores. Students that did report incidents were most likely to 
report to school staff or parents. Students in both schools rarely reported to the police. 

Violent Offenses Committed By Students 

Students in both School 'A' and School 'B' were more likely to be victims than 
perpetrators. However, between two-thirds and three-quarters of all the students had 
committed or knew someone who had committed acts of violence. The three most 
common offenses committed by students in both schools were verbally 
harassing/bullying someone, threatening someone, or beating up a fellow student. A 
majority of students in both schools reported that their exposure to violence committed by 
other students was based upon knowing others who were perpetrators rather than on 
their own personal experiences. Students in grade 8 at both schools had the highest rates 
of perpetrating. 
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The extent of female perpetrated violence was a surprise finding in the study. In School 
'A,' female students reported that they were as likely to rob another stuslent as male 
students, but more likely to threaten or hurt someone with a weapon. The older female 
students in School 'B' were more likely than the males to be perpetrators of most 
categories of violent offenses in the study with the exception of sexual violence. 

The rates of reporting were very low. Between one-third and one-half of the students 
reported incidents to parents and school staff. Students in both schools indicated that they 
or others did not report the incidents because they were afraid of what may happen to 
them, they did not want to become involved or they believed that the incident was not 
serious enough in their minds to report. The explanations given for underreporting were 
consistent between the schools. 

Relationship Between Being A Victim and Being A Perpetrator 

Grade 7 students in both schools along with the gTade 9 students in School'B,' were most 
likely to be victims. Students in grade 8 in both schools were most likely to be the 
perpetrators of violent crime. There appears to be no clear relationship between being a 
victim and being a perpetrator. In these two schools, those who were most likely to be the 
perpetrators were least likely to be ihe victims of violence. 

Overall, most students, with the exception of students in grade 8 in School 'A,' were more 
likely to be victims than perpetrators of violence. However, female students in grade 6 
and grade 8 in School 'A' were slightly more likely to have threatened someone with a 
weapon than to have been threatened and slightly more likely to have beaten someone up 
than to have been beaten-up. Female students in grades 8 and 9 in School 'B' were as 
likely or more likely to be perpetrators than victims of most types of violent offenses. In 
particular, the female students in grade 9 were more likely to be perpetrators than victims 
of each violent offense with the e~ception of "sexual assault" and "sexual harassment." 

Commit Violent Offenses "If They Thought They Could Get Away With It" 

It was hoped that by exploring the extent to which students would commit violent crime 
"if they thought they could get away with it," we would be able to ascertain the level of 
tmtapped violence that may exist within the school. Whether we should be relieved or 
disturbed by the findings is an issue for debate. Overall, the percentage of students in 
both schools who would commit violence "if they thought they could get away with it" is 
similar, if not identical, to the actual percentage of students who were currently 
committing violent acts. It appears that students were committing violent acts because 
they did in fact believe that they could get away with it. 

Students' Perceptions of Responses to Violence in School 

Approximately one-half of the students from both schools were unhappy with the way in 
which schools were responding to violence. A lack of effective response was evident in 
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the high reported rates of victimization and perpetration of violence in schools. Students 
in both schools argued that school officials were far too lenient in the way they dealt with 
perpetrators. Students reported having little faith that their victimization would be dealt 
with effectively which, ultimately, affected their willingness to report. Students reported 
that incidents which were not dealt with effectively lead to retaliation against the young 
person who reported the incident. Students believed that the lack of an appropriate 
response is indicative of the fact that school officials do not take the issue of violence 
seriously or do not see it as a source of fear and concern to students. 
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Appendix A 

School ~' 

Student Perceptions of Violence Suroey 

Some believe that there is little if any violence happening in schools. However, others 
believe that school violence is a real problem. We would like to know what you believe or 
have experienced with regard to school violence and how it has been handled. Please 
answer the following questions. Feel free to say as much as you like. All your comments 
will remain confidential. 

1. Age? 

2. Are you: (please circle your an.swer). 

1. Male 

2. Female 

3. Grade? 

4. Do you believe there has been a problem with violence in schools that you have 
attended? 

1. No. 
2. Rarely (very little violence). 
3. Some (a moderate amount of violence). 
4. A Lot. 

Comments: 
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5. Have you felt safe from violence while you're at school? 

1. Yes. 
2. Most of the Time. 
3. Sometimes. 
4. Not at All. 

Explain: 

6. While at school, have any of these incidents ever happened to you or someone you know? 

1. Lunch Money Taken from You: Yes 

2. Threatened: Yes 

3. Beaten-up (Kicked/Punched): Yes 

4. Robbed: Yes 

5. Threatened/Hurt with a Weapon: Yes 

6. Sexually Assaulted: Yes 

7. Harassed/Picked on/Bullied: Yes 

8. Other (Please specify what): Yes 

Other 

Comments: 

6A. Did you report any of the above incidents to: 
1) school staff 
2) parents 
3) the police 
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Yourself 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Someone You Know 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes_·_ 
Yes 
Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No_ 
No_ 
No_ 
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I B. If yes, what happe~ed when you reported the incident(s)? 

I 
I c. If no, why didn't you report it? 

I 
I' 7. While at school, have you or someone you know ever participated in any of the following 

I 
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activities? 

1. Taken Lunch Money from 
Someone: 

2. Threatened Someone: 

3. Beaten Someone Up: 

(Kicked/Punched) 

4. Robbed Someone: 

5. Threatened/Hurt Someone 
With a Weapon: 

6. Sexually Assaulted Someone: 

7. Harassed/Picked on/ 
Bullied Someone: 

8. Carried a Knife for Protection: 

9. Other (Please specify what): 

Other 

Comments: 

Yourself Someone You Know 

Yes No Yes No 

Yes No Yes No 

Yes No Yes No 

Yes No Yes No 

Yes No Yes No 

Yes No Yes No 

Yes No Yes No 

Yes No Yes No 

Yes No Yes No 
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7 A. Were any of the above incidents reported to: 
1) school staff 
2) parents 
3) the police 

B. If yes, what happened when the incident(s) was reported(s)? 

C. If no, why wasn't it reported? 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No_ 
No_ 
No_ 

8. In the past, while at school, would you or someone you know participate in any of the 
following activities if you thought you could get away :with it? 

Yourself Someone You Know 

1. Take Lunch Money from Someone: Yes_ No Yes No 

2. Threaten Someone: Yes No Yes No 

3. Beat Someone Up : Yes No Yes No 

(Kicked/Punched) 

4. Rob Someone: Yes No Yes No 

5. Threaten /Hurt Someone 
With a Weapon: Yes No Yes No 

6. Sexually Assault Someone: Yes No Yes No 

7. Harass/Pick on/Bully Someone: Yes No Yes No 

8. Carry a Knife for Protection: Yes No Yes No 

9. Other (Please specify what): Yes No Yes No 

Other 

Comments: 
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9. Are you happy with the way that violence has been dealt with in the schools that you 
have attended in the past? 

1. Yes. 
2. No. 

Comments: 

10. How would you like to see incidents of violence handled at your present school? 
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AppendixB 

School 'B' 

Student Perceptions o/Violence Survey 

Central Toronto Youth Services is a social service agency committed to helping young 
people and the caregivers who serve them. Learning what young people think about 
issues that affect them is an important part of the res€\arch we do. 

Today, we want to ask what you think about the issue of youth and violence. Your 
answers to the following questions will provide information that will be of benefit to 
other young people and help us keep kids and tef;nssafe. Your answers will be kept 
completely confidential so remember not to put your name on any of the pages. Feel free 
to say as much as you like. You can use the back of the page if you want. Thank you for 
your help. 

1. Age? __ _ 

2. Are you: (please circle your answer). 
1. Male? 
2. Female? 

3. Grade? __ _ 

4. Generally, do you believe there is violence at your school? 

1. No Violence 
2. Very Uttle Violence 
3. A Moderate Amount of Violence 
4. A Lot of Violence 

Comments: 
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5. Do you feel safe from violence while at school? ,I 

1. All of the Time 
2. Most of the Time I 
3. Sometimes 
4. Never I 

Comments: 

I 
I 

6. Do you feel safe from violence on your way to and from school? I 
1. All of the Time 
2. Most of the Time I 
3. Sometimes 
4. Never I 

Comments 

I 
I 

.. I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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7. While at school, have any of these incidents ever happened to you or someone you 
know? In the last column, please check-off whether any of these in<:idents have been 
carried out by a gang or group of 2 or more people. 

You 

1. Lunch Money Taken: Yes No 

2. Physically Threatened: Yes No 

3. Beaten-up (Kicked/Punched): Yes No 

4. Assaulted with a Weapon: Yes No 

5. Threatened with a Weapon: Yes No 

6. Have Something Stolen 
with Threats or Physical 
Violence: Yes No 

7. Sexually Assaulted: Yes No 

8. Sexually Harassed: Yes No 

9. Verbally Harassed/Picked on: Yes No 

10. Other (Please specify what): Yes No 

Other 

Comments: 

7 A. Did you report any of the above incidents to: 

1. School Staff? 

2. Your Parents/Guardian? 

3. Police? 

Someone You 
Know 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

By Gang/Group 
of20rMore 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

7B. If you reported the incident what happened to you and to the individua1(s) involved? 
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7C. Were you happy with how it was handled? 

7D. -After you reported the incident, did it happen again? 
1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Not Applicable 

7E. If you didn't report the incident, why didn't you? 

7F. If you didn't reported the incident, did it happen again? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Not Applicable 
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8. While on the way to and from school, have any of these incidents ever happened to 
you or someone you know? In the last column, please check-off whether any of these 
incidents have been carried out by a gang or group of 2 or more people. 

You Someone You By Gang/Group 
Know 0/2 or More 

1. Lunch Money Taken: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

2. Physically Threatened: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

3. Beaten-up (Kicked/Punched): Yes No Yes No Yes No 

4. Assaulted with a Weapon: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

5. Threatened with a Weapon: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

6. Have Something Stolen 
with Threats or Physical 
Violence: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

7. Sexually Assaulted: 'Yes No Yes No Yes No 

8. Sexually Harassed: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

9. Verbally Harassed/Picked on: Yes No Yes __ No Yes No 

10. Other (Please specify what): Yes No Yes No~_. Yes No 

Other 

Comments: 

SA. Did you report any of the above incidents to: 

1. School Staff? 

2. Your Parents/Guardian? 

3. Police? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

BB. If you reported the incident what happened to you and to the individua1(s) involved? 
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se. Were you happy with how it was handled? 

8D. After you reported the incident, did it happen again? 
1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Not Applicable 

BE. If you didn't report the incident, why didn't you? 

8F. If you didn't reported the incident, did it happen again? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Not Applicable 
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I 
I 9. While at school, have you or someone you know ever participated in any of the 

following activities? In the last column, please check-off if your participation in these 

I 
activities was as part of a gang or group of 2 or more people. 

You Someone You By Gang/Group 

I 
Know 0/2 or More 

1. Taken Lunch Money 
from Someone: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

I 2. Physically 'Threatened: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

I 3. Beaten-up (Kicked/Punched): Yes No Yes No Yes No 

4. Assaulted with a Weapon: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

I 5. Threatened with a Weapon: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

6. Have Something Stolen 

I with Threats or Physical 
Violence: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

I 7. Sexually Assaulted: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

8. Sexually Harassed: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

I 9. Verbally Harassed/Picked on: Yes No Yes No Yes No 

10. Other (Please specify what): Yes No Yes No Yes No 

I Other 

I' Comments: 

I 
I 
I 

9A. Were any of these incidents reported to: 

1. School Staff? Yes No 

I' 2. Parents? Yes No 

3. Police? Yes No 

I 9B. If you reported the incident what happened to you or to the other individua1(s) 
involved? 

I 
I 
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9C. After the incident was reported did you do it again? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Not Applicable 

Comments: 

·9D. If the incident wasn't reported did you do it again? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Not Applicable 

Comments: 
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I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
,I 
I 
I 

;1 

I 
I 

10. While at school or on the way to school, would you participate in any of the 
following activities if you thought you could get away with it? 

1. Take Lunch Money from Someone: Yes No 

2. Physically Threaten Someone: Yes No 

3. Beat Someone Up : Yes No 
(Kicked/Punched) 

4. Assault Someone With a Weapon: Yes No 

5. Threaten Someone With a Weapon: Yes No 

6. Steal from Someone Using Threats 
or Physical Violence: Yes No 

7. Sexually Assault Someone: Yes No 

8. Sexually Harass: Yes No 

9. Verbally Harass/Pick on Someone: Yes No 

10. Be Part of a Gang: Yes No 

11. Other (please specify what): Yes No 

Other 

Comments: 

11. Are you happy with the way your school is dealing with violence? 

1. Yes. 

2. No. 

Comments: 
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- ----- - ----

12. If you were a victim of violence, who would you go to for help? 

If Yes, 'Why? If No, Why? 

1. YourParents/Guardian? Yes No 

2. School Staff? Yes No 

3. Friends? Yes No 

4. Brothers and or Sisters? Yes No 

5. Police? Yes No 

6. Other? (Please specify who) 
Yes No 

13. What suggestions do you have about how your school should deal with violence? 

A. What can students do? 

B. What can school staff do? 

C. What can police do? 
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