NIJ JOURNAL / ISSUE NO. 258 N’J

cases a year. Law enforcement officers,
prosecutors, victim advocates, and lab
personnel will find the program benefi-
cial, particularly with the program'’s strong
emphasis on a team approach.

The ultimate goal is to ensure that all
victims of sexual assault have access to
health care professionals who perform
forensic examinations that minimize trauma;
promote healing; and increase the likelihood
that the perpetrator will be caught, pros-
ecuted, and convicted of the crime. Victims
deserve to have justice served. Ensuring
that innovative, state-of-the-art training is
available to all forensic examiners is a crucial
step in that direction.
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For More Information

= |nformation on the training tool and
the SAFE Protocol can be found at
www.safeta.org.
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Geographic profiling is an emerging
investigative technique that combines
criminological theory, technology, and
patrol strategy to help law enforcement
identify and locate serial offenders.
Using information from a series of
related crimes, a geographic profiler
analyzes the location of each crime to
identify where an offender most likely
lives, works, or spends time.

This technique is now at the center

of an important debate that asks: Is
geographic profiling effective? What
school of thought and approach should
be emphasized and applied?

Edited by Ron Wilson, who manages the
National Institute of Justice's Mapping
and Analysis for Public Safety Program

and Data Resources, and Chris Maxwell,
director of the National Archive of Criminal
Justice Data at the University of Michigan,
this special issue of Police Practice and
Research explores topics critical to this
debate, including:

m The theoretical background, available
technology, strengths and limitations,
and difficulties in evaluating the
effectiveness of geographic profiling.

= The two primary schools of geographic
profiling thought.

m Determining whether the offender
is a commuter or a marauder.

m Geoforensic analysis.

m An evaluation of six geographic profiling
methods.

The issue also reviews books on
geographic profiling. For more infor-
mation, see www.tandf.co.uk/journals/
titles/15614263.asp.
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